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OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION, 

Havana.  July  18,  1901, 
Brigadier  General  Leonard  Wood, 
Military  Governor  of  Cuba, 
Sir: 

In  compliance  with  your  order  of  Jone  17th  ultimo,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  of  the  work  of  this  Department  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  present  year. 

As  the  closing  of  the  academic  course  does  not  coincide  with 
that  of  the  fiscal  year,  it  does  not  become  possible  as  yet,  to  fully 
appreciate  the  first  results  obtained  from  the  teaching  at  the  Uni- 
versity and  Institutes,  within  the  new  plan  set  forth  by  the  reform 
in  force  since  October  1st  of  the  past  year.  Nothing  new  can  be 
found  in  the  statistics  of  said  educational  establishments,  as  the 
term  for  the  matriculation  for  the  course  of  1901  to  1902  will  not 
be  opened  until  next  September. 

The  most  important  task,  therefore,  for  the  undersigned  Sec- 
retary, during  the  period  embraced  by  this  report,  has  been  to 
carefully  watch  over  the  unfolding  of  the  plan  for  the  reform, 
trying  to  ascertain  in  what  spirit  it  is  interpreted  by  the  profes- 
sors, and  taking  care  that  they  may  not  be  in  want  of  elements 
for  practical  instruction,  on  which  the  fundamental  change  we 
have  tried  to  introduce  in  our  superior  studies  is  based. 

In  what  refers  to  Primary  Instruction,  these  six  months  have 
been  of  extraordinary  activity  and  highly  commendable  work  has 
been  carried  on  during  them;  not  only  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Schools,  but  by  the  Board  of  Superintendents. 

I  shall,  for  a  better  understanding,  report  separately  what  refers 
to  each  one  of  these  two  branches  of  instruction. 

COMMON   SCHOOLS. 

The  time  having  passed  for  what  we  may  call  the  adaptation 
of  the  Eegulations  for  the  Public  Schools,  contained  in  Order 
No.  368,  of  August  18th,  1900,  its  application  has  become  much 
easier,  and  the  country  is  becoming  convinced  of  its  advantages. 

Among  the  small  modifications  it  has  undergone,  one  has  been 

to  better  it,  attending  to  what  experience  had  been  teaching; 

,  and  others  have  been  due  to  necessities  we  ought  to  consider  as 


transitory  ones,  as  they  are  caused  by  the  state  of  confusion  the 
Island  has  remained  in  af  tier  the  terrible  shocks  of  the  revolution 
and  late  war. 

The  first  modification  to  which  Order  ISTo.  127,  of  May  17th, 
corresponds,  changes  the  system  of  fixing  the  teachers7  salaries, 
which  caused  ill  feeling,  because  of  the  complaints  of  the  interest- 
ed parties,  which  claims  were  generally  just.  The  rule  estab- 
lishing the  average  of  attendance  of  students  to  a  class-room 
(aula),  as  a  basis  for  the  salary,  was  apt  to  cause  confusion  and 
abuse,  and  came  to  be  an  element  of  trouble  and  disorder  at  the 
schools.  By  the  order  of  reference,  the  evil  has  been  stopped  and 
the  relations  between  the  Boards  of  Education  and  the  teachers 
have,  in  what  refers  to  salaries  of  the  latter,  been  normalized. 

The  other  two  changes  to  which  the  Begulations  were  submit- 
ted, have  been  caused  by  the  extraordinary  virulence  with 
which  the  spirit  of  faction  has  appeared  in  the  country,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  struggle  among  the  political  parties.  In 
order  to  preserve  from  their  doleful  influence,  in  what  may  be 
possible,  the  organisms  called  upon  to  carry  on  the  important 
social  function  of  spreading  instruction  among  the  people,  Orders 
ISTos.  104  and  109  of  April  19th  and  22nd,  have  been  respectively 
directed. 

By  the  first  Order,  the  renewing,  through  suffrage,  of  the 
School  Councils  in  the  city  districts  of  the  first  and  second  class, 
which  ought  to  have  been  carried  on  this  year,  has  been  delayed 
until  the  municipal  elections  in  1&02.  This  way  the  present 
Councils,  which  are  co-operating  in  a  very  plausible  manner  in 
the  work  of  reform,  have  continued  in  function,  and  it  has  been 
averted  that  their  purely  civic  labors  should  be  troubled  by  the 
coming  in  of  men  imbued  with  the  idea  of  being  of  service, 
not  to  the  community  itself,  but  to  their  political  parties.  The 
completion  of  this  Order  ought  to  be  another,  which  should 
separate  the  date  of  the  election  for  School  Councils  from  that 
set  forth  for  the  Municipal  elections. 

The  object  of  Order  109  has  been  to  restrict  the  right  of 
the  Board  of  Education  to  declare  dismissed  any  teachers  they 
may  have  employed.  The  frequency  with  which  some  of  the 
Boards  deprived  the  teachers  of  employment  for  groundless 
reasons,  and  the  abuse  committed  by  them  of  that  power  for 
electoral  purposes,  has  moved  the  Government  to  point  out 
definite  limits  to  the  action  of  the  Boards,  and  to  fully  guarantee 
the  rights  of  a  teacher  and  his  independence  as  a  citizen.  It  was 
with  regret  that  the  Government  decided  to  issue  this  order, 
as  this,  to  some  extent,  curtails  the  autonomy  of  said  Boards; 
but  the  effectiveness  of  the  measure  in  the  present  circumstances 
has  been  made  clear  by  the  fact  that,  up  to  date,  almost  all  of 
the  appeals  presented  by  the  dismissed  teachers  have  resulted  in 
their  being  replaced  in  the  very  offices  of  which  they  w:ere 
unjustly  deprived.  Enclosed  with  this  report,  I  send  a  list  of 
the  cases  resolved  since  the  publication  of  the  Order  which  I 
refer  to. 

In  accordance  with  what  is  determined  by  said  Order,  I  pub- 


lished,  on  May  loth,  a  resolution  by  which  I  directed  some 
simple  and  comprehensive  rules  for  the  forming  of  the  expedientes 
for  dismissal,  and  for  the  establishing  of  appeals. 

As  some  abuses  had  been  pointed  out  in  the  authority  the  Boards 
had  to  transfer  their  teachers  from  one  school  or  school-room 
(aula)  to  others,  said  power  was  also  limited,  ordering  that 
the  school-room  (aula)  or  school  where  the  teacher  is  to  serve, 
once  fixed,  the  teacher  could  not  be  removed  from  it  without  his 
own  consent.  This  resolution  forms  a  part  of  Order  127,  by  which 
the  average  assistance  was  decreased. 

With  special  care  have  the  competent  authorities  tried  to  ob- 
tain the  exact  fulfilment  of  the  precepts  in  Order  368;  and  it  is 
pleasant  for  me  to  acknowledge  that  the  results  obtained  by  them 
in  their  administration  are,  in  all  respects,  satisfactory.  The 
report  presented  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  on  Feb- 
ruary 26th  ultimo,  fully  shows  it  in  what  refers  to  the  last  four 
months  of  the  previous  year;  and  during  the  time  afterward 
passed  has  worked,  with  more  facility  each  time,  the  well  ar- 
ranged mechanism  the  Regulations  establish.  The  school  life  of 
the  country  continues  being  regularly  recorded  at  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools;  and  the  more  careful  inspection 
of  the  changes  in  the  personnel,  expenses,  inscription  and  atten- 
dance of  students,  allows  any  one  to  follow  day  by  day,  through 
all  the  country,  the  unfolding  of  the  established  system  and  the 
progress  realized. 

On  April  27th,  as  directed  by  the  Regulations  for  the  Public 
Schools,  not  modified  in  that  feature,  took  place  the  elections  for 
Directors  of  the  school  subdistricts;  and  it  should  be  noticed 
that  they  have  caused  but  few  claims  for  infractions  of  the  law. 
In  some  places  they  have  tried  to  obtain  that  said  offices  be  de- 
clared as  inconsistent  with  other  municipal  offices;  but  the  idea 
of  the  undersigned  Secretary  has  been  not  to  put  any  obstacle  to 
the  free  designation  of  the  citizens,  within  the  ample  limits 
marked  out  by  the  Eegulations.  He  (the  Secretary)  does  not 
think  it  proper  that  the  Alcaldes  should  preside  over  the 
Boards  of  Education;  but  with  the  exception  of  this  one  case, 
he  sees  no  reason  for  hindering  a  citizen  from  rendering  his 
services  on  a  Board  of  Education,  at  the  same  time  that  he  does 
in  any  municipal  office,  above  all  in  the  rural  districts,  pro- 
vided he  deserves,  for  that  purpose,  the  confidence  of  his  neigh- 
bors. 

A  very  important  part  in  the  schools'  administrative  work 
is  the  one  which  refers  to  the  buildings  wherein  they  are  in- 
stalled, and  related,  at  the  same  time,  with  their  technical  direc- 
tion. The  system  of  renting  houses,  previously  used  as  pri- 
vate residences,  was  only  admitted  as  imposed  by  the  peremptory 
necessity  of  the  first  moments.  ISTot  for  one  moment  have  the 
interested  authorities  and  corporations  lost  sight  of  the  conve- 
nience of  endowing  the  country  with  special  buildings  for  public 
schools.  The  first  step  in  this  way  has  been  to  change  into 
school-houses  some  of  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  State.  The 
barracks   at   Bayamo  and   Santa   Clara  are  already  made  into 
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splendid  school -houses.  The  barracks  at  Colón  are  being  made 
ready  for  that  purpose,  and  the  same  change  will,  within  a  short 
period,  be  undergone  by  those  at  Pinar  del  Rio.  The  "San 
Ambrosio  Hospital/7  in  Havana,  is  destined  to  hold  numerous 
perfectly  installed  school-rooms  (aulas)  in  one  of  the  extreme 
wards  oí  this  capital  city,  that  is  to  say,  in  one  of  the  wards  most 
greatly  in  want  of  said  schools.  At  Matanzas,  the  Ayuntamiento 
has,  for  that  purpose,  donated  the  old  city  jail.  It  becomes  a 
pleasant  duty  to  state  herein  that  the  Board  of  Education  of 
Marianao  has  built  the  first  school-house  erected  out  of  municipal 
funds;  and  that  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  possess  a  model  school- 
house  due  to  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Henry  L.  Higginson,  of  Bos- 
ton, seconded  by  the  Central  Government  of  the  Island. 

But  commendable  as  this  effort  is,  it  would  not  suffice  to  an- 
swer to  the  wants  of  a  school  population  of  552,928  children 
and  young  people.  It  became  necessary  to  consider  the  problem 
in  its  full  extent,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  pre- 
sented, not  long  ago,  a  project  for  the  construction  of  school- 
houses  throughout  the  Island.  The  project  having  been  approved 
by  you,  the  preliminary  works  have  been  immediately  commenced; 
and  it  becomes  very  satisfactory  to  state  herein  that,  in  many 
localities,  the  lots  wherein  said  buildings  are  to  be  erected  are 
being  gratuitously  obtained.  The  country,  in  what  refers  to  the 
reform  of  popular  education,  has  shown  itself  to  be  an  enthu- 
siastic co-operant  of  the  Government. 

In  what  refers  to  the  technical  direction  of  primary  instruction 
a  praiseworthy  labor  has  also  been  realized  during  the  whole  of 
these  six  months.  The  principal  task  had  here  to  be  based  on 
the  selection  of  the  professors,  and  in  carefully  giving  them  the 
easiest  pattern  to  effectively  carry  on  their  arduous  task. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  selection,  examinations  of  aspirants 
for  certificates  of  aptness  were  carried  on  during  the  month  of 
February,  and  they  are  actually  being  carried  on,  according  to 
what  is  directed  by  the  organic  Regulations  and  by  the  various 
circulars  from  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  approved  by  you. 
1,926  aspirants  attended  the  examinations  in  February,  of  which 
1,118  were  approved.     (See  table  hereto  appended.) 

Regarding  these  examinations,  I  must  call  your  attention  to 
the  manner  of  constituting  the  Boards  of  Examiners.  It  has 
been  ordered  that  the  Provincial  Superintendents  should  present 
to  the  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction  a  list  of  the  teachers  in 
function,  and  of  competent  persons,  which  list  is  to  comprise 
twice  the  number  of  members  necessary  to  constitute  the  Boards 
of  Examiners  for  their  province.  From  said  list  the  Secretary 
makes  his  choice,  marking  out  one  from  every  two  names.  The 
least  inconvenience  in  this  plan  is  that  it  cannot  be  ascertained 
on  whom  the  responsibility  of  the  selection  realty  falls.  The 
Superintendents  propose,  as  may  be  supposed,  the  best  of  the 
teachers  and  the  most  competent  persons;  but  the  Secretary 
lacks  the  means  of  true  information  to  determine  which  is  the 
best  of  two  individuals  recommended  to  him  as  equally  good. 
This  fact  has  caused  many  persons  to  become  disgusted. 


But  the  inconvenience  becomes  still  greater/  of  constituting 
those  boards  of  examiners,  almost  in  their  totality,  with  teach- 
ers in  function,  who  come  then  to  be,  perforce,  judges  and  inter- 
ested parties.  According  to  my  opinion,  the  manner  of  consti- 
tuting said  boards  should  be  totally  changed ;  and  I  have  already 
had  the  honor  of  proposing  the  way  to  you,  in  a  communication 
of  May  the  2d,  last. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  in  its  first 
sitting  of  this  year,  has  put  hands  to  two  of  its  most  important 
charges:  the  designation  of  text  books,  and  the  redaction  of  the 
plan  for  elementary  studies. 

With  no  small  difficulties  had  the  Board  of  Superintendents  to 
meet  in  order  to  select  the  text  books,  because  of  the  almost 
complete  lack  of  those  which  might,  in  all  particulars,  be  ad- 
justed to  the  conditions  of  our  country.  The  .Board  had  to  give 
preference,  in  the  majority  of  the  cases,  to  translations  or  adapted 
works,  and  although  these  are  generally  excellent,  they  are  at  fault 
because  of  their  having  been  written  for  students  and  teachers 
placed  in  different  surroundings  and  with  diverse  preparation. 
In  its  desire  to  obviate  these  obstacles,  the  Board  has  admitted 
some  works  written  in  Cuba,  but  there  are  among  them  some 
containing  defects  caused  by  the  hurry  with  which  they  have 
been  prepared.  With  very  good  sense,  and  by  virtue  of  these 
difficulties,  the  Board  has  drawn  up  some  instructions  for  the 
teachers,  pointing  out  to  them  the  way  to  obtain  the  best  advan- 
tage from  the  books  sent  to  them,  and  giving  them  some 
sound  advice  as  to  covering  the  deficiencies.  These  instruction^ 
are  comprised  in  Circular  No.  2  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents 
dated  the  15th  of  last  April. 

On  the  other  side,  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  has 
tried  his  best  to  have  the  Boards  of  Education  fully  under- 
stand the  responsibility  falling  on  them,  for  the  good  protection 
of  these  text  books  and  school  material;  opportunely  remind- 
ing said  Boards  that  the  Treasury  of  Cuba  has  invested  in 
them,  since  the  establishing  of  the  present  school  system,  the 
sum  of  $285,000.00 

Immediately  after  having  designated  the  text  books,  the  Board 
of  Superintendents  busied  itself  in  the  establishment  of  a  grad- 
uated plan  of  studies  for  the  primary  schools.  This  has  been  carried 
through  in  what  refers  to  the  first  six  years,  which  comprise 
the  elementary  instruction ;  leaving  for  afterwards  the  establishing 
of  the  matters  of  instruction  which  will  take  up  the  last  two 
years  of  the  student  at  the  public  school  and  which  will  form 
the  course  of  superior  primary  instruction.  This  important 
task,  completed  by  more  extensive  instructions  about  the  methods 
of  teaching,  is  the  subject  matter  of  Circular  No.  5  of  the  Board, 
published  on  May  the  20th» 

Commendable  is,  surely,  the  spirit  which  has  inspired  this 
course,  which  grants  a  due  importance  to  manual  instruction, 
devotes  a  good  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Cuban  child  to  the 
acquisition  of  the  first  notions  of  agriculture,  prepares  him  for 
the  study  of  nature,    $>nd  sets  the  germs  of  his  moral  and  civic 


instruction;  it  being,  in  reality,  a  first  level,  sufficiently  exten- 
sive, from  which  the  child  may  be  raised  to  the  harmonic  knowl- 
edge of  the  world,  mankind  and  society,  which  should  be  the 
aim  of  any  truly  methodic  instruction. 

With  the  same  purpose  of  tending  to  increase  the  culture  of 
the  teachers,  especially  so  in  its  pedagogic  aspect,  have  the  Super- 
intendents attended  to  the  organization  of  the  summer  courses 
corresponding  to  the  present  year.  They  have  used  as  a  standard 
Order  475  of  November  19th  of  last  year,  in  which  the 
structure  of  Order  223,  of  May  30th  of  the  same  year,  proposed  by 
the  undersigned  Secretary,  is  almost  fully  maintained,  the 
most  remarkable  differences  between  said  Order  475  and  the  one 
proposed  by  me,  being  that  the  care  of  its  execution  is  left  to  the 
Superintendents;  and  that,  according  to  what  is  directed  by  the 
organic  Regulations,  the  funds  for  the  expenses  of  the  course 
are  provided  through  a  moderate  contribution  imposed  on  the 
teachers,  in  accordance  with  the  importance  of  their  salaries. 

This  year  it  has  also  coincided  with  the  summer  courses  of 
the  Island,  that  another  invitation  was  received  from  Harvard 
University,  calling  for  one  hundred  of  our  teachers  to  attend  to 
its  special  course  in  the  English  language.  With  extraordinary 
promptness  has  this  expedition  been  organized,  and  it  is  already 
on  its  way  to  Cambridge. 

It  has  been  the  uninterrupted  preoccupation  of  the  authorities 
in  this  Department,  to  select  the  most  adequate  means  for  the 
establishing  of  permanent  E" ormal  Schools.  Public  opinion  has  also 
been  somewhat  excited  over  this  matter  during  the  last  months, 
demanding  their  establishment.  The  Ayuntamiento  of  Pinar  del 
Rio  and  others  of  the  same  province  have  passed  resolutions  and 
presented  requests,  wherein  the  opening  of  a  Normal  School  at 
the  Institute  of  said  province  is  asked  for.  No  matter  how  well 
intentioned  these  requests  might  be,  it  could  not  but  be  acknow- 
ledged that  they  were  utterly  misguided,  not  in  the  object  aimed 
at,  but  in  the  proposed  means  to  obtain  it.  It  is  difficult  to 
imagine  two  more  dissimilar  institutions  for  instruction,  than  an 
Institute  and  a  Normal  School. 

The  great  obstacle  which  has,  up  to  date,  barred  the  way  to  so 
necessary  a  foundation,  has  been  the  lack  of  professors  possessing 
the  indispensable  pedagogic  training.  The  reason  for  that  defi- 
ciency is  plainly  in  sight.  There  existed  in  Cuba,  during  the 
second  third  of  the  past  century,  a  Normal  School,  in  the  care  of 
the  Fathers  Escolapios,  at  Guanabaeoa.  The  backwardness  of  the 
pedagogic  methods  in  Spain  during  that  period  is  well  known; 
and  even  without  that,  the  great  and  fruitful  change  experienced 
in  those  methods  has  occurred  with  posteriority  to  the  existence 
of  said  School.  The  two  Normal  Schools  opened  in  Havana  in 
1890  could  be  of  but  little  benefit,  as  everything  in  them  was 
pitiful  for  its  deficiency,  from  their  instalment  up  to  their  pro- 
fessorate;  and  their  work  became  suspended  shortly  after  their 
establishment. 

In  these  conditions,  the  most  acceptable  plan  has  seemed  to 
me  to  be  the  one  presented  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools, 


which  plan  consists  in  the  selecting  of  a,  certain  number  of  young 
persons  of  both  sexes,  well  prepared  and  intelligent,  and  to  allow 
them  to  go  through  at  least  two  courses  in  some  well  accredited 

Normal  School  of  the  United  States.  With  these  professors,  we 
should  then  have  the  nucleus  for  the  foundation  of  the  Normal 
Schools  which  might  become  necessary  in  Cuba,  provided  these 
should  be  under  the  direction  of  learned  professors. 

The  number  of  these  students  should  not  be  less  than  two  hun- 
dred; but  we  shall  now  commence  with  a  smaller  one,  as  a  first 
trial.  The  commissioner  of  Public  Schools  has  made  a  very 
advantageous  arrangement  with  the  Directors  of  the  Normal 
School  of  New  Paltz,  which  will  allow  the  sending  there,  for  the 
next  course,  of  fifty  Cuban  girl  students.  Circular  No.  32  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  dated  June  15th,  publishes 
everything  with  regard  to  this  plan  and  the  rules  to  which 
the  aspirants  must  submit. 

In  a  more  modest  sphere,  but  aiming  at  the  same  object  of 
practically  prepariug  professors  for  our  schools,  the  founding  has 
been  realized  in  this  city  of  a  Pedagogic  Institute  for  teachers. 
This  work  has  been  carried  through  entirely  by,  the  School 
Council  of  Havana,  with  the  aid  of  its  then  School  Director, 
Señor  Aguayo,  and  deserves,  the  highest  approval  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  was  communicated  to  the  School  Council  on  January 
26th. 

On  February  22,  and  by  means  of  his  Circular  No.  19, 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  reminded  the  Boards  of  Edu- 
cation of  the  doty  devolving  on  them  to  proceed  to  the  taking  of 
the  school  census  during  the  month  of  March.  The  results  of  this 
task  through  all  the  Island  have  not  yet  arrived  to  my  knowledge; 
but  I  may  state  that  the  school  census  for  the  province  of 
'  Havana,  in  all  respects  the  hardest  to  carry  on,  was  realized 
with  the  greatest  activity  and  good  sense.  The  enumerators 
required  but  eighteen  days  to  complete  it,  and  its  expenses  ooly 
amounted  to  $1,127.75.  Prom  this  census  it  appears  that  the 
school  population  within  the  city  district  of  Havana,  is  50,158 
children  and  young  persons  ranging  from  six  to  eighteen  years 
of  age;  the  obligatory  school  population,  that  is,  from  6  to  14 
years  of  age,  is  36,138. 

Of  these  fifty  thousand  children,  16,110  attend  the  public  schools 
and  12,735  the  private  schools;  which  leaves  still  21,313  children 
and  young  persons  out  of  the  schools.  Attending  only  to  the 
obligatory  school  population,  these  figures  become  a  little  less 
painful;  from  this  population,  15,425  children  attend  the  public 
schools,  and  12,194  the  private  ones,  there  remaining,  therefore, 
but  8,519  children  who  do  not  receive  any  instruction  whatever. 

With  the  intention  of  attending,  not  only  of  obliging  the  teacher 
to  faithfully  accomplish  his  duties,  but  to  have  him  feel  his 
rights  as  guaranteed,  I  addressed  to  the  Boards  of  Education  a 
Circular,  on  May  the  4th,  impressing  on  them  the  propriety  of 
carrying  on  what  is  ordered  by  the  School  Law,  which  directs 
said  Boards  to  make  their  own  Uegulations,  and  to  exactly  deter- 
mine therein  the  duties  of  the  teachers  they  employ.     But  few 
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Boards  have,  up  to  date,  remitted  any  copy  of  their  Regulations 
to  this  Department,  there  not  existing,  therefore,  any  evidence 
of  their  having  been  redacted. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  teachers  also,  I  directed,  on  March 
6th,  a  resolution  appointing  a  Board  of  Appeals,  before  which 
board  the  aspirants  to  certificates  of  aptness  who  might  consider 
the  legal  precepts  as  violated  in  the  act  of  their  examinations, 
could  apply.  The  23d  of  the  same  month,  I  published  the 
rules  to  guide  the  procedures  in  said  appeals.  Up  to  date,  said 
Board  has  not  acknowledged  one  single  case  in  which  said  pre- 
cepts may  have  been  violated. 

[Notwithstanding  the  hurry  in  which  the  exhibit  remitted  by 
our  public  schools  to  the  Exposition  at  Buffalo  had  to  be  organized, 
it  may  be  assured  that  it  will  be  the  best  demonstration  of  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  Cuba  has  entered  into  the  way  of  its 
school  regeneration,  and  the  progress  made  within  the  short 
period  of  fifteen  months.  Altogether,  the  exhibit  of  the  Cuban 
schools  is  full  of  promise. 

If  it  results  that,  step  by  step,  the  country  may  pass  from 
its  part  as  co-operant  to  that  of  guide  of  its  system  of  popular 
instruction,  the  reform  will  have  rendered  all  of  its  benefits, 
and  no  other  will  be  of  more  value  for  the  material  and  moral 
prosperity  of  Cuba. 

Four  appointments  have  been  made,  during  this  period,  to  im- 
portant ofiices  in  the  administration  of  the  public  schools:  That 
of  the  Island  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  vacant  because 
of  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Alexis  E.  Frye,  was  served,  ad  interim 
with  great  zeal  by  Dr.  Alejandro  María  López,  Provincial  Super- 
intendent of  Havana.  But,  Dr.  Lopez  having  resigned  both 
ofiices,  Sr.  Eduardo  Yero,  who  was  then  School  Superintendent 
for  the  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  was  appointed  the  Island 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  on  April  9th;  and  Sr.  Agoayo, 
then  School  Director  for  Havana,  was  appointed,  on  May  20th, 
School  Superintendent  for  the  Province  of  Havana.  Sr.  Ricardo 
de  la  Torre  took  the  place  of  Sr.  Yero  as  Superintendent  of  San- 
tiago, and  Sr.  Domingo  Frades  took  the  place  of  Sr.  Aguayo  as 
School  Director  for  Havana. 

INSTITUTE    COLLEGIATE    COURSES. 

The  Institute  Collegiate  Course  (Segunda  Enseñanza)  must  be 
the  masterpiece  of  any  harmonic  plan  for  public  instruction.  Its 
importance,  under  a  social  point  of  view,  is  great.  Any  individ- 
ual who  passes  through  it  must  have  his  knowledge  sufficiently 
organized  to  allow  him  to  embrace  the  most  general  lines  of  the 
world's  system  which  the  condition  of  science  in  his  age  may 
permit  him  to  elaborate.  The  student  leaving  the  Institute 
should  carry  with  him,  as  his  intellectual  baggage,  the  most  pos- 
itive results  of  contemporaneous  investigation,  although,  natur- 
ally, only  in  their  general  lines.  He  is  not  to  be  a  specialist, 
but  he  must  be  prepared  to  become  one. 

With  such  a  purpose  in  view,  the  undersigned  Secretary  con- 
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ceíved  his  plan  for  the  reform  of  the  Institute  Collegiate  Course 
(Segunda  Enseñanza) ;  without  ignoring  the  obstacles  he  was 
bound  to  meet,  nor  their  diverse  sources;  but  persuaded  that  he 
should  try  at  all  events,  if  he  was  to  be  worthy  of  the  confidence 
placed  in  him  by  you,  and  to  perform  his  duty  towards  his 
country. 

After  the  establishing  of  the  reform,  I  have  wished  to  follow, 
with  the  greatest  care,  its  unfolding  at  the  Institutes;  and  to 
that  end  I  ordered,  at  the  end  of  the  past  year,  that  their  direc- 
tors should  inform  me,  every  four  months,  of  the  work  they  were 
realizing  and  of  the  methods  of  instruction  employed  by  the 
professors;  and  on  January  the  3d,  ultimo,  I  asked  them  to 
also  inform  me  every  four  months  of  the  investment  made  by 
them  of  the  funds  allotted  for  scientific  material. 

By  means  of  said  data,  I  have  been  able  to  appreciate  the  way 
in  which  the  reform  has  been  received  and  interpreted  by  the 
professorate  of  the  various  Institutes,  and  the  difficulties  and 
deficiencies  met  by  them  in  the  carrying  forward  of  the  plan. 
The  Institutes  where  the  best  spirit  reigns  to  second  the  change 
are  those  of  Santa  Clara  and  Pinar  del  Rio;  in  the  Institute  of 
Matanzas,  great  zeal  is  shown,  and  its  professors  work  well;  in 
that  of  Havana,  we  have  professors  of  knowledge,  some  of  them 
of  true  repute;  their  materials  for  teaching  are  superior  to  those 
of  their  colleagues  in  the  provinces,  and  they  try  to  conscientiously 
accomplish  their  task.  The  work  of  the  Institutes  of  Puerto  Prin- 
cipe and  Santiago  has  not  been  so  satisfactory  as  might  be 
desired.  All  of  them  have,  from  the  first  moment,  met  with  a 
great  obstacle  in  the  defective  training  of  their  students,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Institute  of  Havana,  with  the  lack  of 
abundant  scientific  material  adequate  for  the  trend  they  had  to 
give  to  the  instruction. 

Some  time  must  yet  elapse  before  the  generality  of  the  students 
can  commence,  sufficiently  prepared,  the  secondary  studies 
(estudios  secundarios).  This  preparation  must  be  the  labor  of 
the  public  school,  above  all  in  the  last  two  years  of  their  studies. 
To  obviate  this  grave  difficulty,  Order  266  established  for  two 
years  the  Preparatory  Course  actually  existing  at  the  Institutes. 
The  majority  of  their  Directors  ask  that  this  course  may  be 
definitely  established  as  preliminary  to  the  studies  of  the 
Institute  Collegiate  Course  (Segunda  Enseñanza.  In  no  way 
should  this  petition  be  acceded  to,  no  matter  how  justified  it 
may,  at  first  sight,  appear.  It  might  be  convenient  to  have  said 
Preparatory  Course  prolonged  for  two  or  three  more  years;  but 
only  until  the  two  years  of  the  superior  course  may  be  estab- 
lished at  the  public  schools.  The  High  School  and  the  Institute 
are  different  organizations,  though  connected.  The  Institute 
needs  the  High  School,  but  cannot  take  its  place;  as,  while 
one  single  Institute  may  be  enough  for  any  of  our  provinces, 
no  town  of  a  moderate  importance  can  pass  without  one  or  more 
high  schools. 

With  regard  to  the  scarcity  of  their  scientific  material,  Order 
266  has  endowed  the  Institutes  with  an  appropriation  which,  if 


12 

wisely  applied,  is  sufficient  to  continue  enriching  their  labora- 
tories, museums  and  libraries.  In  order  to  be  informed  of  their 
advancement,  I  have  asked  for  the  every  four  months'  account 
to  which  I  have  already  referred;  and  I  must  herein  remark 
that,  up  to  date,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  cases  of 
small  importance,  the  investment  of  said  funds  has  been 
scrupulously  and  sensibly  made.  Where  I  find  greater  deficiency 
is  in  the  selection  of  books  for  the  libraries. 

A  point  of  greater  importance  and  difficulty  is  that  of  the  pro- 
fessorate for  said  institutes.  Of  the  presents  one  it  may  be  said, 
notwithstanding  its  assiduity  and  good  will,  that  it  shows 
having  been,  to  a  certain  point,  formed  without  sufficient  prepa- 
ration. The  schools  of  "Letters  and  Philosophy"  and  of  ' 'Sci- 
ences77 of  the  University  must  become  the  seminary  of  the  pro- 
fessors for  the  Institute;  and  according  as  they  may  become  more 
imbued  with  the  importance  of  this  function  of  theirs,  the 
country  will  possess  a  body  of  professors  of  Secondary  Instruc- 
tion (Segunda  Enseñanza)  completely  trained  for  their  difficult 
task. 

With  the  highly  commendable  object  of  getting  the  students  of 
the  Institute  to  become  accustomed  to  the  great  scientific  gener- 
alizations, the  Director  of  the  Institute  of  Havana  conceived  the 
project  of  establishing  therein  a  series  of  weekly  scientific  lec- 
tures, to  which  free  admittance  should  be  granted  to  every- 
body. On  April  12  he  was  granted  the  authority  requested 
by  him,  and  it  was  directed  that  the  expenses  incurred  in  said 
useful  innovation  should  be  charged  to  the  allotment  for  scien- 
tific material.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  first  step  taken  by  us 
here  to  have  the  effects  of  instruction  at  the  official  educational 
institutions  go  beyond  their  circle  in  a  truly  popular  shape, 
and  for  the  benefit,  not  only  oí  their  students  themselves,  but  of 
the  public  in  general. 

All  the  news  received  so  far  by  this  Department,  regarding 
the  examinations  carried  on  at  the  Institutes  during  the  month 
of  June,  last,  show  that,  notwithstanding  the  complete  change 
introduced  into  their  proceedings,  the  difficulties  have  been  much 
smaller  than  what  was  predicted  by  the  enemies  of  the  reform, 
and  the  results  are  satisfactory  enough.  It  may  be  stated  that, 
by  this  first  trial  only,  the  system  of  written  examination  has 
completely  triumphed.  The  statistical  data  received  up  to  date 
accompanies  this  report. 

Before  the  reform,  the  titles  of  Bachelor  were  granted  by  the 
Rector  of  the  University,  no  matter  which  the  Institute  might 
be  wherein  the  studies  might  have  been  followed  and  the  proofs 
verified.  This  practice  brought  with  it  a  great  carrying  about 
of  documents  and  useless  delays  to  the  interested  parties. 
Bearing  this  in  mind,  I  directed,  on  February  16th,  that  the 
diplomas  of  "Bachelor  in  Letters  and  Sciences77  should  be 
granted  by  the  Director  of  the  Institute  wherein  the  examination 
for  the  degree  should  take  place. 

As  the  titles  of  Pilot  granted  by  the  Director  of  the  Institute 
of  Havana,  by  virtue  of  the  chair  of  Pilotage  being  annexed  to 
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said  establishment,  could  not  be  considered  valid  as  by  the  ma- 
rine authorities,  I  proposed  to  you  that  you  should  declare  them 
valid,  and  you  were  pleased  to  do  so  on  April  the  2d  last. 


SCHOOLS  ANNEXED  TO    THE    INSTITUTES. 


Notwithstanding  the  limited  fee  set  for  the  matriculation  for 
the  studies  of  the  School  of  Commerce  annexed  to  the  Institute 
of  Havana,  this  School  is  still  little  attended.  The  number  of  its 
students  does  not,  by  any  means,  correspond  to  the  importance 
of  a  commercial  town  such  as  Havana;  although  it  should  be 
observed  that  the  knowledge  is  not  yet  sufficiently  spread  among 
us,  that  the  exercise  of  commerce  requires  an  adequate  techni- 
cal training.  In  what  refers  to  the  Government,  I  think  that  it 
should  persist,  not  only  in  the  maintenance,  but  in  the  favoring 
of  said  School,  completing  its  material  for  instruction,  according 
to  what  was  promised  in  the  Order  by  virtue  of  which  it  was 
reorganized. 

The  Schools  of  Land  Surveying  annexed  to  the  Institutes  of 
Matanzas,  Puerto  Principe  and  Santiago  de  Cuba,  have  been  but 
a  short  time  in  function,  but  their  professors  have  shown  great 
interest  for  the  accomplishing  of  their  duty,  and  their  instruc- 
tion has  been  a  truly  practical  one.  At  the  three  Schools  the 
professors  have  carried  on  what  was  directed  in  their  satntes, 
obliging  their  students  to  work  in  the  field.  Those  Schools  also 
demand  some  improvements  in  their  material  for  instruction. 

Owing  to  the  enthusiasm  shown  by  its  Director  and  professors, 
some  free  lessons  of  much  utility  have  been  established  at  the 
Institute  of  Matanzas,  which  lessons  do  not,  nevertheless,  corres- 
pond to  that  kind  of  establishment.  It  became  necessary  to  admit 
this  heaping  up,  because  of  the  advantages  it  offers  to  the  public, 
during  this  period  in  which  so  much  remains  still  to  be  done  to 
spread  useful  knowledge  among  the  people;  but  it  is  to  be  expect- 
ed that,  when  our  system  of  public  instruction  may  have  attain- 
ed its  total  unfolding,  the  work  of  Institute  will  then  be  reduced 
to  its  own  functions. 

In  my  former  reports,  I  have  informed  you  of  the  establishing, 
at  said  Institute,  of  a  Kindergarten,  of  a  class  of  Sloyd,  and  of 
another  for  the  cutting  of  dresses.  I  must  now  add  that  their 
professors  have  opened,  for  the  public,  lessons  in  mercantile  cal- 
culations, book-keeping,  practice  of  commerce,  typewriting, 
stenography,  language,  theoretical  and  practical  methodology, 
-and  comparative  anatomy  and  physiology;  and  that,  besides,  at 
the  Institute  Dr.  Jacinto  Carrera  gives  a  free  course  of  school 
hygiene,  and  Sr.  José  G.  Villa,  another  of  telegraphy. 

On  May  18th  you  authorized  me  to  establish  another  School 
of  Land  Surveying,  which  was  to  be  annexed  to  the  Institute  of 
Pinar  del  Eio,  but  which  will  not  commence  operations  until  the 
number  of  students  therein  matriculated  be  not  less  than  thirty. 
Its  sessions  will  commence  the  next  academic  year. 
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UNIVERSITY. 

On  January  29th,  I  asked  of  the  Rector  of  the  University,  that 
each  Dean  should  transmit  to  me  a  report  of  the  works  carried 
on  at  the  different  Schools  the  Faculties  were  divided  into  and 
this  was  done  by  them.  Later  on,  I  visited  the  University  during 
lecture  days.  In  this  way  I  have  been  able  to  appreciate  the 
remarkable  progress  therein  realized  in  the  manner  of  instruct- 
ing,  during  the  course  just  ended. 

Slow,  but  complete,  is  the  revolution  therein  effected.  Not- 
withstanding the  silent  resistance  from  the  old  element,  still 
remaining  there,  which  resistance  arises  from  ignorance  of  the 
advantages  of*  the  change,  it  has  been  sufficient  to  bring  to  the 
chairs  new  men,  fully  comprehending  the  spirit  and  methods  of 
modern  science,  and  to  endow  them  with  the  elements  required 
by  objective  and  experimental  instruction,  to  have  the  dusty 
and  lonesome  laboratories  now  enlivened  by  the  presence  in  them 
of  enthusiastic  workers,  to  contain  whom  the  capacity  of  the 
hails  (aulas)  has  been  found  inadequate.  The  year  has  been  one 
of  real  and  fruitful  labor  for  the  University.  The  student  has 
therein  worked  with  his  eyes  and  hands,  as  much  as  with  his 
brain. 

Within  the  old  University  building,  the  laboratories  of  physics 
and  general  chemistry  have  been  utterly  transformed;  and  those 
of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  have  been  bettered  in  all  respects.  If 
it  is  not  possible  to  say  the  same  in  what  refers  to  the  Museum 
of  Natural  History,  it  is  owing,  almost  exclusively,  to  the 
conditions  of  the  place,  which  do  not  allow  the  taking  therein, 
without  risk,  of  new  collections,  they  being,  as  they  are,  menaced 
by  the  wood-louse  (comején)  which  mines  the  building.  The 
articles  to  form  the  Museum  of  Anthropology  have  already  arrived ; 
but  the  museum  has  not  yet  been  installed,  in  the  expectancy  of 
a  hall  ad  hoc  being  arranged,  on  the  side  of  the  building  actually 
occupied  by  the  Institute. 

On  February  the  11th  there  were  delivered  to  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine  and  Pharmacy  the  splendid  laboratories  which,  by 
your  order,  had  been  constructed  at  the  corner  of  Paseo  de  Carlos 
III  and  Infanta.  The  building  consists  of  a  large  central  pavil- 
ion and  two  lateral  ones.  In  the  first  one  are  installed  the 
laboratories  of  histology  and  bacteriology,  with  annexed  cabinets 
for  special  works  and  for  the  professors;  in  the  pavilion  forming 
the  left  side,  the  lecture  room  and  the  museum.  Fitted  out  in 
the  most  complete  way,  in  accordance  with  the  wants  and  neces- 
sities of  science  in  its  present  condition,  they  honor  the  Univer- 
sity of  Havana,  and  they  will,  in  future,  be  a  proof  of  the  great 
zeal  of  your  administration  for  the  advancement  of  public  instruc- 
tion. The  Faculty  celebrated  their  inauguration  and  resolved 
that  the  laboratories  should  bear  the  name  of  General  "Wood. 

The  Schools  of  Engineers  and  of  Agriculture  are  the  only  ones 
which  have  not  yet  finished  the  installing  of  all  of  their  labora- 
tories. But  it  has  not,  surely,  been  because  of  the  neglect  of  their 
professors.  The  School  of  Engineers,  because  of  the  lack  of  room 
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in  the  University,  had  to  be  provisionally  established  in  the  same 
location  once  occupied  by  the  Professional  School,  and  this  one 
being,  besides,  in  all  respects  insufficient  and  inadequate,  the 
works  therein  undertaken  to  repair  the  portion  which  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  occupies  have  hindered  still  more  the 
installment  of  the  laboratories  and  workshops  of  the  School. 
Until  this  School  is  transferred  to  the  place  wherein  it  will 
remain  definitely  established,  it  will  be  impossible  for  it  to 
attain  its  complete  outgrowth.  The  difficulty  of  finding,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  this  city,  a  piece  of  land  large  enough,  and  with 
the  necessary  conditions  for  an  experimental  field,  has  been  the 
obstacle  met  by  the  School  of  Agriculture. 

On  account  of  the  outgrowth  obtained  by  the  study  (clase)  of 
bacteriology,  on  April  9th  Group  11  of  the  School  of  Medicine 
was  made  up  with  said  course  and  that  of  experimental  pathology, 
and  appointed  as  its  titular  professor  Br.  Aristides  Agramonte, 
who  was  then  chief  of  the  Laboratory  of  Bacteriology,  and  whose 
services,  in  the  installment  of  the  laboratories  at  Carlos  III7  had 
indicated  him  for  said  deserved  promotion.  So  it  was  directed 
by  Order  92  of  this  year's  series. 

The  faculty  of  Letters  and  Sciences,  on  account  of  having 
placed  in  its  session  hall  the  portraits  of  José  de  la  Luz,  José 
Manuel  Mestre,  Antonio  Bachiller  y  Morales  and  Juan  Gund- 
lach,  held  a  public  meeting,  in  which  the  eulogies  of  said  emi- 
nent men  were  read.  This  has  been  the  first  attempt  made  to  put 
the  University  more  in  contact  with  the  public  in  general ;  and 
it  would  be  of  benefit  to  have  similar  acts  repeated,  not  only 
in  this,  but  in  the  other  faculties. 

If  in  what  refers  to  instruction  the  six  months  passed  since  my 
last  report  may  be  considered  as  very  satisfactory,  I  cannot  say 
exactly  the  same  in  what  refers  to  the  administration,  and  in 
what  refers  to  the  Universitary  discipline.  "Well  deserved  praise 
was  formerly  extended  by  me  to  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and 
Pharmacy,  for  the  enthusiasm  with  which  it  undertook  the  work 
of  the  reorganization  of  its  old  laboratories  and  museums,  and  of 
the  instalment  of  its  department  of  dental  surgery.  But  I  cannot 
do  the  same  in  what  refers  to  the  way  in  which  it  has  applied 
Order  267,  in  what  refers  to  the  distribution  of  the  work  among 
its  professors. 

The  School  of  Medicine  has  signaled  itself  because  of  its  spirit 
of  resistance  to  the  reform.  By  its  recommendation,  you  accept- 
ed, in  Order  267,  a  table  for  the  distribution  of  chairs,  which 
did  not  harmonize  with  the  prevailing  one  for  the  rest  of  the 
University.  As  there  are  still  at  said  School  a  number  of  old 
professors,  who  have  never  concealed  their  displeasure  over  the 
complete  changes  introduced  to  the  University,  and  who  found, 
in  the  mentioned  lack  of  harmony  between  its  groups  and  those 
of  the  other  schools,  an  easy  element  for  disturbance,  not  a  long 
time  passed  after  the  School  again  commenced  its  sessions  until 
Order  267  was  again  infringed.  Said  Order  tries  to  cause  the 
titular  professors  to  devote  the  most  of  their  time  to  their  chairs, 
so  that  they  be,  before  all  and  above  all,  professors.  But  not  a 
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few  of  the  professors,  some  because  of  their  advanced  age,  and 
others  because  of  the  attention  they  devoted  to  their  large 
practice,  found  it  more  convenient  to  entrust  a  part,  and  some- 
times  the  greater  part,  of  their  work  to  the  assistant  professors 
who,  as  Chiefs  of  Laboratory,  were  directly  at  their  orders. 

This  behavior  was  in  opposition  to  a  definite  precept  of  the 
Order  referred  to;  and  it  resulted  besides  as  unjust  to  the  assistant 
professors  who,  although  having  to  perform  a  much  greater  work 
than  the  one  assigned  to  them,  and  of  a  different  kind,  received 
no  other  remuneration  than  the  one  assigned  to  them  for  their 
own  normal  task.  As  the  system  of  payments  of  Order  267  is 
based  on  the  working  time  required  from  the  titular  professor, 
this  condition  of  things  is  in  all  respects  irregular,  and  should 
cease  as  soon  as  possible. 

As  soon  as  this  fact  came  to  my  knowledge,  I  directed  the  ap- 
pointing of  a  committee,  to  investigate  the  facts,  and  to  make 
clear  whatever  responsibility  there  might  exist.  On  January  15th 
I  selected,  for  said  committee,  the  Subsecretary  of  Public  In- 
struction and  the  Deans  of  the  Faculties  of  Law  and  of  Letters 
and  Sciences,  and  as  Secretary  of  it,  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction.  The  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Law 
having  excused  himself,  because  of  his  great  friendship  with  the 
professors  of  Medicine  who  were  to  be  the  object  of  the  investi- 
gation, I  appointed,  to  substitute  him,  Señor  Octavio  Giberga,  a 
magistrate  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

As  the  scope  given  to  this  Committee  in  their  investigations 
and  works,  and  the  necessity  it  is  in  of  having  the  facts  fully 
proved,  made  me  foresee  that  their  task  would  be  prolonged,  and 
it  not  being  possible  to  allow  that  the  Order  organizing  the  Uni- 
versity should  continue  being  infringed,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
ask  of  you  to  authorize  a  modification,  limited  to  the  School  of 
Medicine,  which  would  impart  a  legal  character  to  the  condition 
of  things  therein  established,  and  which  should  acknowledge  the 
right  of  the  assistant  professors  of  reference,  to  an  equitable 
remuneration. 

With  that  object  I  dictated,  on  March  the  8th,  a  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  by  recomen- 
dation  of  the  titular  professor  of  a  group,  to  entrust  the  corres- 
ponding assistant  professor  with  one  or  more  courses  or  half 
courses  of  those  belonging  to  his  group;  and  directing  that 
said  assistant  professor  shall  be  paid  the  gratification  assigned 
to  the  titular,  in  the  case  that  this  one  should  be  teaching  the 
courses  or  half  courses  entrusted  to  the  assistant  professors.  In 
this  way,  without  altering  the  budget,  pay  was  given  to  the  one 
performing  the  work. 

This  measure  is  of  a  transitory  character,  and  does  not  antici- 
pate anything  regarding  the  reorganization  to  which  the  groups 
of  courses  in  the  School  of  Medicine  should  be  submitted.  It  does 
not  prevent,  either,  that  the  responsibilities  resulting  from  the 
conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  committee  of  investigation,  should, 
at  the  proper  time,  be  enacted. 

The  fact  having  been  denounced  to  me,   that  some  professors 
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received,  besides  their  salary  as  such,  another  for  a  different  cause, 
I  addressed,  on  April  24th,  a  communication  to  the  Rector, 
reminding  him  that  the  professors  in  any  educational  estab- 
lishment paid  by  the  Government  should  not  receive  any  other 
salary  or  gratification,  whether  from  the  Central  Government,  the 
Province  or  the  Municipality.  For  this  reason,  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  School  of  Engineers  renounced  his  salary  in  the 
University.     I  have  not  been  informed  of  any  other  case. 

Through  the  information  received  from  the  professors  I  became 
convinced  that  the  attendance  of  students  to  the  courses  did  not 
correspond  to  the  matriculation;  this  was  an  evil  great  enough  in 
itself  to  make  the  reform  lose  a  great  part  of  its  efficacy.  For  this 
reason  I  addressed,  that  same  day,  24th  of  April,  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Hector,  reminding  him  that  the  Government  had 
shown  an  earnest  desire  to  endow  the  chairs  of  the  University 
with  all  the  elements  necessary  to  instruction,  but  that  said  de- 
sire would  fail,  if  the  students  deserted  from  them;  and  in  it  I 
recommended  to  him  to  vigorously  apply  the  disciplinary  re- 
sources in  his  hand,  to  compel  the  students  to  fulfil  this,  the  first 
one  of  their  duties. 

In  order  that  the  internal  Regulations  for  the  University 
should  be  in  conformity  with  the  changes  introduced  to  its  organ- 
ic law,  a  Commission,  appointed  by  the  Rector,  dictated  a  new 
Regulation,  which  I  approved  on  March  the  1st  and  ordered 
to  be  published  in  the  "Gazette."  Starting  from  the  fiscal  prin- 
ciple that  the  imposts,  no  matter  of  what  kind  they  be,  ought  to 
be  collected  only  by  the  special  agents  of  the  Government,  be 
this  a  local  or  a  central  one,  I  directed,  on  January  29th,  that 
the  ofiices  of  the  University  and  Institutes  should  cease  in  their 
collecting  of  the  fees  for  certification,  to  which  they  were  au- 
thorized by  their  regulations.  A  benefit  is  that  way  obtained 
by  the  students,  who  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the  least  important 
certificates;  a  benefit  justified,  besides,  by  the  liberality  with 
which  the  Government  attends  to  the  economic  wants  of  said 
establishments. 

In  order  to  maintain  the  necessary  inspection  over  the  growth 
of  the  laboratories  and  museums  of  the  University,  I  have  asked 
the  Rector  to  periodically  render  me  an  account  of  the  investing 
of  the  funds  assigned  for  the  scientific  material,  as  well  as  of  the 
extraordinary  credits  granted  for  the  installment  of  the  new 
laboratories.  In  order  that  the  acquisition  of  apparatus,  imple- 
ments and  necessary  components  for  the  manipulations  should  be 
made  with  the  best  guarantees  to  the  public  treasury,  I  dictated 
an  Order,  on  June  26th,  directing  that,  in  all  possible  cases,  said 
acquisitions  be  made  through  bids. 

Public  exercises  having  to  be  carried  on  in  order  to  provide 
for  some  chairs  of  assistant  professors  still  vacant  at  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  and  wishing  to  prevent  that  the 
Boards  should  be  accused  of  being  partial  in  their  decisions,  I 
published,  on  January  the  12th,  a  resolution,  prohibiting  that 
any  titular  professors  should  be  members  of  the  board  which  was 
to  judge  the  assistant  professors,  chiefs  of  laboratories  of  clinics 
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which  should  correspond  to  their  own  chair;  As  the  Board  of 
Inspectors  for  the  University  was,  by  that  time,  already  consti- 
tuted; said  Board  made  the  appointments  of  judges  for  those 
boards  of  examiners. 

In  that  connection,  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy 
presented  to  me  an  application;  asking  that  the  right  should  be 
left  to  the  Faculties  of  selecting  by  themselves  the  members  for 
the  boards  of  competition.  As  this,  if  we  bear  in  mind  the  power 
still  possessed  by  certain  chiefs  of  groups  in  that  large  Faculty, 
would  be  to  invest  them,  to  a  certain  extent,  with  the  dangerous 
right  of  co-optation,  which  would  shut  the  door  to  those  not 
agreeable  to  the  group  which  might  be  prevailing  at  the  mo- 
ment of  the  competitions,  I  have  not  considered  as  convenient 
to  take  said  desire  into  account. 

The  general  professorate  of  the  University  being  already  com- 
pleted, the  Eector  asked  me  for  authority  to  call  said  professor- 
ate to  a  meeting  in  order  to  choose  a  Eector  and  Secretary. 
This  was  held  on  April  19th,  resulting  elected,  to  serve  said 
offices,  as  titulars,  Doctors  Leopoldo  Berriel  and  Juan  Gómez 
de  la  Maza,  who  served  the  same  offices  ad  interim. 

The  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  held  their  elections 
for  a  similar  purpose;  and,  on  February  the  1st,  it  elected  Dr. 
Gabriel  Casuso  for  Dean,  and  Dr.  Domingo  Hernando  y  Seguí 
for  Secretary. 

The  competitions  being  ended,  which  completed  the  School  of 
Engineers,  the  Faculty  of  Letters  and  Sciences  held  a  meeting 
on  April  19th,  and  elected  Dr.  Luis  Montane  for  Dean,  w7ho 
served  said  office  ad  interim,  and  Dr.  Juan  Miguel  Dihigo  for 
Secretary,  who  was  in  the  same  case.  Dr.  Montane  appointed 
Dr.  Ovidio  Giberga  Director  of  the  School  of  Engineers. 

On  June  the  8th,  I  presented  to  you  the  estimates  for  the  fis- 
cal year  of  1901  to  1902,  for  the  University,  Institutes  and 
annexed  Schools,  School  of  Arts  and  Trades  and  Academy  of 
Painting  and  Sculpture.  The  charges  imposed  by  them  on  the 
public  treasury  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  for  the  exer- 
cise just  ended.  The  estimate  for  the  University  mounts  up  to  the 
sum  of  $243,990  against  $232,910  in  the  former  fiscal  year.  Those 
for  the  Institutes  and  Schools  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture 
come  up  to  $221,785.86  against  $221,372.86  in  the  former  fiscal 
year.  The  estimate  for  the  Academy  of  Painting  and  Sculpture 
mounts  up  to  $11,600;  the  former  estimate  was  for  $11,200. 

The  reason  for  those  small  differences  consists  in  it  having  been 
necessary  to  increase  the  personnel  for  services  at  the  University, 
because  of  the  Schools  of  Medicine  and  Engineers,  and  the  new 
laboratories  for  the  School  of  Medicine  being  established  at  sep- 
arated and  distant  buildings.  This  is  an  increase  which  may  be 
considered  as  a  transitory  one,  as  it  is  neither  convenient  nor 
possible  to  maintain  the  University  in  the  old  building  where 
it  actually  is;  and,  on  its  being  transferred  to  another,  the  Schools 
now  separated  will  again  be  incorporated  to  it. 

The  increase  of  six  thousand  dollars  for  scientific  material,  an- 
.  swers  to  the  peremptory  necessities  of  teaching,  in  tfce  shape  it  is 
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actually  given.  The  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  saw  its 
allotment  exhausted  almost  at  the  middle  of  the  course;  and  it 
became  necessary  to  grant  it  an  extraordinary  allotment,  so  as 
not  to  suspend  its  works. 

During  these  six  months,  other  diverse  extraordinary  allot- 
ments were  granted,  according  to  the  statement  herewith  included/ 
to  finish  the  several  installments  at  the  Faculty  of  Letters  and 
Sciences  and  at  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy. 

Very  little  is  yet  wanted  in  that  respect;  and  what  has  not  been 
done  is  due,  above  all,  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  place  actually 
occupied  by  the  Schools  of  the  Faculty  of  Letters  and  Sciences 
and  especially  by  the  School  of  Engineers.  The  total  sum  of  said 
allotments  is  of  $42,734,98.  In  this  sum  is  comprised  what  was 
granted  to  the  School  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  to  enable  them 
to  finish  their  work. 

The  difference  in  the  institutes  is  caused  by  the  establishment 
of  the  School  of^Land  Surveying  annexed  to  the  Institute  of  Pinar 
del  Rio.  The  increase  is  scarcely  a  valuable  one.  The  increase 
in  the  estimate  for  the  Academy  of  Painting  and  Sculpture  con- 
sists in  the  provision  of  the  chair  of  sculpture;  the  administrative 
personnel  has,  nevertheless,  been  reduced;  for  which  reason  the 
increase  made  is  insignificant. 

On  June  19th,  you  were  pleased  to  approve  those  budgets. 

If  in  speaking  of  public  schools  I  have  been  able  to  satisfacto- 
rily show  herein  that  the  country  has  shown  an  interest  in 
their  outgrowth,  I  cannot  possibly  assure  the  same  in  what  refers 
to  the  University. 

In  order  to  procure  that  this  one  should  not  be  regarded  as  an 
isolated  organism,  and  to  avoid  the  risks  that  said  tendency 
brings  with  it,  as  its  produces  a  dangerous  esprit  de  corps,  I  intro- 
duced, in  the  new  plan  which  regulates  it,  the  Board  of  Inspec- 
tors. It  was  my  purpose  that  this  Board  should  exercise  an 
elevated  kind  of  guardianship  over  the  University,  in  behalf  of 
the  whole  social  body.  In  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  the  "po- 
nente" charged  with  the  forming  of  its  Regulations,  I  traced  to 
him  the  general  lines  of  his  action,  as  follows: 

"The  Board  of  Inspection  is  specially  charged  with  watch- 
ing over  the  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the  University, 
and  should,  therefore,  make  clear  what  may  refer  to  the  proper- 
ties possessed  by  the  establishment,  and  to  provide,  through  the 
means  it  may  consider  as  convenient,  for  their  increase,  by  means 
of  private  gifts  or  through  any  other  legal  ways  within  their 
reach. 

"it  should  inform  the  Government  regarding  the  best  admin- 
istration of  the  matriculation  fund,  if  it  ought  to  be  augmented 
or  diminished,  and  in  what  circumstances  and  under  what  con- 
ditions. 

"It  should  care  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  Government's  orders 
in  the  internal  management  of  the  University,  and  for  the 
fitness  and  prestige  of  the  professors.  It  should  study  the  best 
way  to  renew  the  professorate.  It  is  its  concern  to  appoint  the 
Boards  for  the  competitions. 
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".In.  cases  of  conflict  between  the  Faculties  and  the  Bector,  on 
the  forming,  by  the  first  ones,  of  their  Begulations,  it  should 
act  as  a  Court  of  Appeals. 

"It  should  answer  the  requests  made  by  the  Government; 
and  has  the  right  to  propose,  to  this  one,  whatever  it  may  con- 
sider as  tending  to  the  best  advancement  of  the  University.5' 

It  is  painful  for  me  to  state  that,  up  to  date,  the  Board  of 
Inspectors,  unless  by  the  appointment  of  some  judges  for  boards 
of  competition,  has  not  given  any  sign  of  life. 

Herewith  included  I  transmit  a  relation  of  the  data,  acquired 
up  to  date,  about  the  result  of  the  examinations  in  the  various 
Schools  of  the  University, 

On  March  23d  I  commissioned  the  Subsecretary  to  organize 
the  exhibit  of  the  University,  Institutes,  School  of  Arts  and 
Trades  and  Academy  of  Painting  and  Sculpture,  at  the  Pan- 
American  Exposition  of  Buffalo.  To  said  end,  the  Subsec- 
retary solicited  from  you  an  allotment  of  $3,600,  of  which  only 
the  sum  of  $2,275.50  has  been  invested,  notwithstanding  the 
short  time  they  have  had  to  dispose- of,  said  establishments 
will  not  be  poorly  represented  at  Buffalo;  above  all,  if  the  efforts 
realized  by  the  School  of  Arts  and  Trades  and  by  the  Institute 
of  Matanzas  be  taken  into  consideration. 

SCHOOL    OF    ARTS    AND    TRADES. 

In  a  satisfactory  way  has  this  important  School  ended  its 
works  for  the  present  school  year.  The  building  now  in  con- 
struction for  classes  and  museums  is  already  advancing  with  a 
certain  celerity.  Once  ended,  a  great  growth  is  by  it  promised 
to  the  School,  which  is  assured  by  the  expertness  and  enthusiasm 
of  its  Director  and  professors, 

A  constant  idea  of  the  undersigned  Secretary  has  been  to 
extend  to  all  the  important  towns  of  the  Island  the  benefits 
of  this  useful  institution.  The  progress  and  increase  of  our  pub- 
lic schools  do,  besides,  appeal  for  it;  for  the  schools  of  arts  and 
trades  are  to  be  the  natural  end  of  instruction  for  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  children  leaving  public  schools;  above  all,  if  a  good 
show  is  in  them  given  to  the  practical  instruction  in  agricultural 
arts.  Ko  populous  town,  truly  such,  should  exist  without  a 
school  of  arts  and  trades;  but,  in  the  near  future,  I  understand 
they  ought  to  be  installed  in  every  one  of  our  towns  of  ten  thou- 
sand inhabitants  or  over;  that  is,  in  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Matanzas, 
Cienf  uegos,  Puerto  Príncipe,  Cárdenas,  Manzanillo,  Guanabacoa, 
Santa  Clara,  Sagua  la  Grande,  Sancti  Spiritus,  Eegla  and  Tri- 
nidad, to  which  Pinar  del  Bio  should  be  added. 

ACADEMY  OF  FAINTING  AND  SCULPTURE. 

The  people  continue  being  interested  in  attending  this  Acad- 
emy, which  offers  them,  above  all,  in  its  classes  of  drawing, 
an  instruction  of  the  greatest  utility.  But,  as  I  have  formerly 
had  the  opportunity  to   state  to  you,  it  is  pitiful   that  it  is  in- 
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stalled  in  a  location  by  all  means  insufficient  and  inadequate. 
The  project  I  took  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  you,  of  construct- 
ing, over  the  roof  of  the  building  the  school  now  occupies,  two 
or  three  halls  fitted  out  for  studios,  would  resolve,  at  a  very 
little  expense,  all  the  difficulties.  Its  carrying  on  would  allow, 
besides,  that  the  Public  Library  of  the  Sociedad  Económica,  now 
congested  through  want  of  room,  might  be  extended  by  all  the 
side  of  the  building  it  now  shares  with  the  Academy. 

As  I  stated  to  you,  in  a  communication  of  March  the  30th, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  work  of  less  expense  and  which 
would  be  of  more  benefit  to  public  culture.  490  students 
actually  attend  to  the  Academy  of  Painting  and  Sculpture,  and 
their  number  would  be  still  larger,  if  it  were  to  offer  them  more 
room  and  comfort.  The  Library  does  not  render  all  the  service 
-it  could,  because  of  said  lack  of  space. 

In  order  to  watch  over  the  immediate  way  for  the  advancement 
of  that  Academy,  I  have  appointed  the  Subsecretary  of  Public 
Instruction  its  inspector. 

I  expect,  Sir,  that  this  report  may  prove  to  you  that  this  De- 
partment continues,  with  great  eagerness,  its  hard  task  of  remod- 
eling all  the  system  of  our  public  instruction;  within  the 
limits  of  possibility,  and  with  the  firm  purpose  of  advancing  as 
much  as  the  economical  forces  and  intellectual  capacities  of  the 
country  may  allow  it  to. 

Very  respectfully, 

EMBIQUE  JOSÉ  VAROJSTA, 

Secretary  of  Public  Instruction, 


INFORME 


SECRETARIO  DE  INSTRUCCIÓN  PUBLICA. 


POR    EL    SEMESTRE    TERMÍNADÜ    EN 


JUNIO  30  DE  1901. 


SECRETARIA  DE  INSTRUCCIÓN  PUBLICA. 


Habana,)  18  de  Jallo  de  1901. 
Mayor  General  Leonard  Wood, 

Gobernador  Militar  de  Cuba, 
Sbñok: 

En  cumplimiento  de  su  orden  de  17  de  Junio,  tengo  el  honor 
de  informar  á  Y.  acerca  de  los  trabajos  de  este  Departamento  en 
el  primer  semestre  del  año  actual. 

Como  no  coincide  la  terminación  del  año  académico  con  la  deí 
año  fiscal,  no  es  posible  todavía  en  esta  fecha  apreciar  por  com- 
pleto los  primeros  resultados  de  la  enseñanza  en  la  Universidad 
é  Institutos,  dentro  del  nuevo  plan  trazado  por  la  reforma  vigente 
desde  1?  de  Octubre  del  año  pasado.  Tampoco  pueden  ofrecer 
ninguna  novedad  las  estadísticas  de  esos,  establecimientos,  pues 
la  matrícula  para  el  curso  de  1901  á  J902  no  se  abrirá  hasta  el 
próximo  mes  de  Septiembre. 

La  principal  tarea,  por  tanto,  del  Secretario  que  suscribe,  du- 
rante el  período  que  abraza  este  informe,  ha  sido  vigilar  cuidadosa- 
mente el  desarrollo  del  plan  de  reforma,  tratando  de  cerciorarse 
del  espíritu  con  que  es  interpretado  por  los  profesores,  y  aten- 
diendo á  que  no  Íes  falten  los  elementos  para  la  enseñanza  prác- 
tica, en  que  está  basado  el  cambio  radical  que  se  ha  tratado  de 
introducir  en  nuestros  estudios  superiores. 

Por  lo  que  respecta  á  la  Enseñanza  Primaria  este  semestre  ha 
sido  de  grande  actividad,  y  altamente  recomendable  la  labor  lle- 
vada á  cabo  tanto  por  el  señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas,  cuanto 
por  la  J  unta  de  Superintendentes. 

Para  mayor  claridad,  expondré  por  separado  lo  concerniente  á 
cada  uno  de  estos  ramos  de  la.  enseñanza. 

ESCUELAS    PUBLICAS. 

Terminado  el  período  de  adaptación  del  Reglamento  para  las 
Escuelas  Públicas,  contenido  en  la  Orden  No.  368  de  18  de  Agosto 
de  1900,  su  aplicación  ha  ido  siendo  cada  vez  más  fácil,  y  el  país 
se  ha  ido  penetrando  de  sus  ventajas. 

De  las  pequeñas  modificaciones  que  ha  sufrido,  una  ha  sido 
para  mejorarlo,  atendiendo  á  lo  que  iba  enseñando  la  experiencia, 
y  otras  han  obedecido  á  necesidades  que  debemos  tener  por  tran- 
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sitorias,  pues  responden  al  período  de  confusión  en  que  ha  que- 
dado la  Isla,  después  de  las  terribles  sacudidas  de  la  revolución 
y  la  guerra  pasadas. 

La  primera,  á  que  corresponde  la  Orden  127  de  17  de  Mayo, 
cambia  el  sistema  de  fijar  los  sueldos  de  los  Maestros,  que  había 
dado  lugar  á  fricciones,  con  motivo  de  quejas  de  los  interesados, 
en  su  mayor  parte  legítimas.  La  regla  que  establecía  el  prome- 
dio de  asistencia  de  alumnos  á  un  aula,  como  base  del  sueldo,  se 
prestaba  á  confusiones  y  abusos,  y  había  llegado  á  ser  elemento 
de  perturbación  y  desorden  en  las  escuelas.  Con  la  Orden  de 
referencia  se  ha  puesto  remedio  al  mal  y  han  quedado  normali- 
zadas las  relaciones  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  y  los  maestros 
con  respecto  á  los  haberes  de  éstos. 

Los  otros  dos  cambios  á  que  se  ha  sometido  el  Reglamento  han 
sido  exigidos  por  la  extraordinaria  virulencia  con  que  se  ha  ma- 
nifestado en  el  país  el  espíritu  de  facción,  desde  que  comenzó  la 
lucha  de  los  partidos  políticos.  Para  resguardar  de  su  funesta 
influencia,  en  cuanto  fuera  posible,  á  los  organismos  destinados 
á  cumplir  la  importante  función  social  de  difundir  la  enseñanza 
en  el  pueblo,  se  han  dictado  las  Ordenes  104  y  109  de  19  y  22 
de  Abril  respectivamente. 

Por  la  primera  se  pospone  la  renovación  por  sufragio  de  los 
Consejos  Escolares  en  los  Distritos  Urbanos  de  primera  y  segun- 
da clase,  que  debía  haber  tenido  lugar  este  año,  hasta  las  elec- 
ciones municipales  de  1902.  De  este  modo  han  continuado  en 
ejercicio  los  actuales  Consejos,  que  están  cooperando  de  un  modo 
plausible  en  la  obra  de  reforma,  y  se  ha  evitado  que  entraran  a 
perturbar  sus  trabajos  puramente  cívicos  hombres  imbuidos  en 
la  idea  de  servir,  no  á  la  comunidad,  sino  á  su  partido.  El 
complemento  de  esta  Orden  debe  ser  otra,  que  separe  la  fecha  de 
la  elección  de  los  Consejos  Escolares  y  la  de  la  elección  de  los 
Ayuntamientos. 

La  Orden  109  ha  tenido  por  objeto  restringirla  facultad  délas 
Juntas  de  Educación  de  declarar  cesantes  á  los  maestros  que 
tienen  empleados.  La  frecuencia  con  que  algunas  Juntas  pri- 
vaban de  su  destino  á  los  maestros  por  causas  conocidamente 
fútiles  y  el  abuso  de  ese  poder  para  fines  electorales,  movieron  al 
Gobierno  á  señalar  límites  definidos  á  la  acción  de  las  Juntas  y 
á  rodear  de  las  indispensables  garantías  los  derechos  del  maestro 
y  su  independencia  como  ciudadano.  Eo  se  decidió  á  ello  sin  des- 
agrado, pues  cercena  de  algún  modo  la  autonomía  de  las  Juntas; 
pero  el  acierto  de  la  medida,  en  las  circunstancias  actuales,  se  ha 
patentizado  por  el  hecho  de  que  hasta  ahora  casi  todas  las  apela- 
ciones interpuestas  por  los  maestros  declarados  cesantes  han  dado 
por  resultado  su  reposición  en  el  cargo  de  que  habían  sido  injus- 
tamente privados.  Acompaño  a  este  informe  relación  de  los  casos 
resueltos  desde  que  se  publicó  la  orden  á  que  me  refiero! 

A  tenor  de  lo  prescrito  por  ella,  el  10  de  Mayo  publiqué  una 
resolución,  en  que  dictaba  reglas  sencillas  y  comprensivas  para 
formar  los  expedientes  de  cesantía  y  establecer  la  apelación. 

Como  habían  podido  señalarse  algunos  abusos  en  la  facultad 
que  tenían  las  Juntas  para  trasladar  sus  maestros  de  una  escue- 


la  6  aula  á  otras,  también  se  ha  limitado  esta  facultad,  decretan- 
do que  una  vez  fijada  por  la  Junta  el  aula  ó  la  escuela  en  que  Ha 
de  servir  un  maestro,  no  pueda  ser  trasladado  sin  su  consenti- 
miento. Esta  disposición  forma  parte  de  la  Orden  127,  en  que 
se  suprimió  el  promedio  de  asistencia. 

Con  especial  cuidado  han  promovido  las  autoridades  compe- 
tentes el  exacto  cumplimiento  de  los  preceptos  de  la  Orden  368; 
y  me  es  grato  reconocer  que  los  resultados  obtenido  en  la  parte 
administrativa  son  de  todos  puntos  satisfactorios.  El  informe 
presentado  por  el  señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  en  26  de  Fe- 
brero lo  demuestra  cumplidamente  por  lo  que  respecta  al  último 
cuatrimestre  del  año  anterior;  y  en  el  tiempo  transcurrido  des- 
pués ha  funcionado  cada  vez  con  más  facilidad  el  bien  concertado 
mecanismo  que  establece  el  Reglamento,  La  vida  escolar  del 
país  va  quedando  registrada  regularmente  en  la  Oficina  del  Co- 
misionado; y  la  inspección  más  cuidadosa  de  los  cambios  en  el 
personal,  de  los  gastos,  de  la  inscripción  y  de  la  asistencia  de  los 
alumnos  permite  seguir  día  por  día  en  todo  el  país  el  desarrollo 
del  sistema  implantado  y  los  progresos  realizados. 

El  27  de  Abril,  según  lo  dispone  el  Reglamento  de  Escuelas, 
no  modificado  en  esa  parte,  se  verificaron  elecciones  para  Direc- 
tores de  los  subdistritos  escolares;  y  es  de  notar  que  han  dado 
lugar  á  pocas  reclamaciones  por  infracción  de  la  ley.  En  algu- 
nas partes  se  ha  tratado  de  que  se  declaren  incompatibles  esos 
cargos  con  otros  Municipales;  pero  el  criterio  del  Secretario  que 
suscribe  ha  sido  no  poner  trabas  á  la  libre  designación  délos 
vecinos,  dentro  de  los  amplios  límites  que  marca  el  Reglamento. 
'No  cree  conveniente  que  los  Alcaldes  presidan  las  Juntas  de 
Educación,  pero,  excepto  en  este  caso,  no  ve  la  causa  que  pueda 
privar  á  un  ciudadano  para  prestar  sus  servicios  en  una  Junta 
de  Educación  al  mismo  tiempo  que  en  un  cargo  Municipal,  sobre 
todo  en  los  distritos  rurales,  si  merece  para  ello  la  confianza  de 
sus  convecinos. 

Parte  muy  principal  en  la  gestión  administrativa  de  las  Es- 
cuelas es  la  que  se  refiere  á  los  edificios  en  que  están  instaladas, 
y  al  mismo  tiempo  relacionada  del  modo  más  íntimo  con  su 
dirección  técnica.  El  sistema  de  arrendar  casas  destinadas  antes 
á  habitación  particular  sólo  fué  admitido  como  impuesto  por  la 
perentoria  necesidad  de  los  primeros  momentos.  Ni  un  solo 
instante  han  perdido  de  vista  las  autoridades  y  corporaciones  in- 
teresadas la  conveniencia  de  ir  dotando  ai  país  de  edificios  es- 
peciales para  escuelas  públicas.  El  primer  paso  dado  en  ese 
camino  ha  sido  transformar  en  casas  escuelas  algunos  edificios 
pertenecientes  al  Estado.  Ya  los  cuarteles  de  Bayamo  y  Santa 
Clara  son  expléndid as  casas  escuelas.  El  de  Colón  se  está  dis- 
poniendo con  el  mismo  objeto  y  dentro  de  poco  sufrirá  ignal 
transformación  el  de  Pinar  del  Río.  El  hospital  de  San  Ambro- 
sio, en  la  Habana,  se  destina,  para  contener  numerosas  aulas 
perfectamente  instaladas,  en  uno  de  los  barrios  extremos  de  la 
capital,  es  decir,  de  los  que  demandan  más  perentoria  esa  refor- 
ma. En  Matanzas  el  Ayuntamiento  ha  cedido  la  antigua  cárqel 
.con  el  mismo  propósito.     Es  un  grato  deber   consignar  aquí  que 


la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Marianao  ha  construido  la  primer 
casa  escuela  levantada  con  fondos  Municipales;  y  que  Santiago 
de  Cuba  tendrá  un  edificio  escolar  modelo;  merced  á  la  generosi- 
dad de  Mr.  Henry  L.  Higginson  de  Boston ,  secundada  por  el 
Gobierno  Central  de  la  Isla. 

Pero  con  ser  tan  laudable  este  esfuerzo,  no  bastaría  para  res- 
ponder á  las  necesidades  de  una  población  escolar  de  552,928 
niños  y  adolescentes.  Ha  sido  necesario  considerar  el  problema 
en  toda  su  amplitud,  y  el  señor  Comisionado  presentó  no  ha 
mucho  nn  proyecto  para  construir  escuelas  en  toda  la  Isla. 
Aprobado  por  usted,  se  han  empezado  inmediatamente  los  tra- 
bajos preliminares;  y  es  muy  satisfactorio  consignar  que  en  mu- 
chas localidades  es  están  obteniendo  gratuitamente  los  solares 
donde  se  han  de  levantar  los  edificios.  El  pais,  en  cuanto  se 
refiere  á  la  reforma  de  la  educación  popular,  se  ha  mostrado  co- 
laborador entusiasta  del  Gobierno. 

En  lo  que  respecta  á  la  dirección  técnica  de  la  enseñanza  pri- 
maria, también  se  ha  trabajado  con  meritorio  empeño  en  todo  es- 
te semestre.  Aquí  la  tarea  principal  tenía  que  estribar  en  la  se- 
lección del  profesorado  y  en  irle  dando  atinadamente  las  pautas 
más  fáciles  para  verificar  con  acierto  su  difícil  ministerio. 

Para  facilitar  la  selección  se  verificaron  exámenes  de  aspirantes 
,  al  certificado  de  aptitud  en  el  mes  de  Febrero,  y  ahora  de  nuevo 
se  están  celebrando,  según  lo  prevenido  en  el  Eeglamento  orgá- 
nico y  en  diversas  circulares  de  las  Juntas  de  Superintendentes, 
aprobadas  por  usted.  A  los  exámenes  de  Febrero  se  presentaron 
1,926  aspirantes  de  los  que  fueron  aprobados  1,118.  Acompaño 
relación. 

Respecto  á  estos  exámenes,  debo  llamar  la  atención  de  usted 
sobre  la  manera  dve  componer  ios  tribunales.  Se  ha  dispuesto 
que  los  Superintendentes  Provinciales  presenten  ai  Secretario  de 
Instrucción  Publica  una  lista  de  Maestros  en  ejercicio  y  personas 
competentes  que  contengan  doble  número  del  de  miembros  nece- 
sarios para  los  tribunales  de  su  provincia.  De  esa  lista  escoje  el 
Secretario,  señalando  de  cada  dos  nombres,  uno.  El  menor  in- 
conveniente de  ese  plan  es  que  no  se  puede  precisar  sobre  quien 
recae  en  realidad  la  responsabilidad  de  la  elección.  Los  Supe- 
rintendentes proponen,  según  es  de  suponer,  los  mejores  maestros 
y  las  personas  más  competentes;  pero  el  Secretario  carece  de  ver- 
daderos medios  de  información  para  determinar  cuál  es  el  mejor 
de  dos  individuos  que  se  le  dan  por  igualmente  buenos.  Be  aquí 
han  resultado  innumerables  descontentos.  Pero  aún  es  mayor  el 
inconveniente  de  componer  esos  tribunales  casi  en  su  totalidad 
de  maestros  en  ejercicio,  que  vienen  á  ser  así,  de  todos  modos, 
jueces  y  partes.  En  mi  sentir  debe  cambiarse  totalmente  la 
constitución  de  esos  tribunales;  y  ya  tuve  el  honor  de  proponer  á 
usted  la  manera,  en  una  comunicación  fecha  2  de  Mayo. 

Ai  mismo  tiempo,  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes,  en  su  primera 
sesión  de  este  año,  ha  puesto  mano  á  dos  desús  más  importantes 
cometidos:  la  designación  de  obras  de  texto  y  la  redacción  del 
plan  de  estudios  elementales. 

Con  no  pequeñas  dificultades  ha  tenido  que  tropezar  la  Junta 


para  elegir  los  textos,  por  la  "falta  casi  completa  de  ellos,  que  se 
acomoden  de  un  todo  á  las  condiciones  de  nuestro  país.  Ha  te- 
nido que  preferir  eu  gran  parte  obras  traducidas  ó  adaptadas,  y 
aunque  estas  son  por  lo  general  excelentes,  se  resienten  de  haber 
sido  escritas  para  alumnos  y  maestros,  colocados  en  distinto  me- 
dio y  con  diversa  preparación.  En  su  deseo  de  obviar  esos  incon- 
venientes, la  Junta  ha  admitido  algunas  obras  compuestas  en 
Cuba,  pero  entre  estas  las  hay  que  adolecen  de  defectos  hijos  de 
la  precipitación  con  que  han  sido  preparadas.  Con  muy  buen 
acuerdo,  en  vista  de  estos  inconvenientes,  la  Junta  ha  redactado 
unas  instrucciones  para  los  maestros/  marcándoles  el  modo  de 
sacar  el  mejor  partido  de  los  libros  que  se  les  han  enviado  y  dán- 
doles inteligentes  consejos  para  suplir  sus  deficiencias.  Estas  ins- 
trucciones están  contenidas  en  la  Circular  JS¡o.  2  de  la  Junta  de 
Superintendentes,  fecha  15  de  Abril. 

Por  otra  parte  el  Comisionado  se  ha  esforzado  porque  las  Jun- 
tas de  Educación  se  penetren  de  la  responsabilidad  que  les  incum- 
be en  la  buena  conservación  de  estos  textos  y  del  material  de 
escuelas;  recordándoles  oportunamente  que  en  ellos  lleva  inverti- 
dos el  Tesoro  de  la  Isla,  desde  que  se  estableció  el  actual  sistema 
escolar,  $285.000. 

Inmediatamente  después  de  haber  designado  los  textos,  se  ocu- 
pó la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  en  establecer  un  plan  graduado 
de  estudios  para  las  escuelas  primarias.  Así  lo  ha  llevado  á  cabo 
en  lo  referente  á  los  seis  primeros  años,  que  comprenden  la  ense- 
ñanza elemental;  dejando  para  más  adelante  establecer  las  mate- 
rias de  instrucción  que  ocuparán  los  dos  últimos  anos  del  alumno 
de  las  escuelas  públicas,  y  que  formarán  el  curso  de  enseñanza 
primaria  superior.  Este  importante  trabajo,  completado  con  ins- 
trucciones más  extensas  sobre  los  métodos  efe  enseñanza,  es  3a  ma- 
teria de  la  Circular  N9  5  de  la  Junta,  publicada  en  20  de  Mayo. 
Loable  es  ciertamente  el  espíritu  que  ha  inspirado  este  curso, 
que  concede  la  importancia  debida  á  la  enseñanza  manual,  da 
buena  parte  del  tiempo  del  niño  cubano  á  la  adquisición  de  las 
primeras  nociones  de  agricultura,  lo  prepara  para  el  estudio  de  la 
naturaleza,  y  pone  los  gérmenes  de  su  instrucción  moral  y  cívica; 
siendo  así  en  realidad  un  primer  plano,  suficientemente  amplio, 
de  donde  pueda  elevarse  el  niño  al  conocimiento  armónico  del 
mundo,  el  hombre  y  la  sociedad,  que  debe  ser  el  £m  de  toda  ense- 
ñanza verdaderamente  metódica. 

Con  el  mismo  propósito  de  propender  á  ampliar  la  cultura  de 
los  maestros,  sobre  todo  en  su  aspecto  pedagógico,  han  atendido 
los  Superintendentes  á  organizar  los  cursos  de  verano,  correspon- 
dientes al  año  actual.  Han  tenido  por  norma  la  orden  475  de 
19  de  noviembre  del  año  anterior,  en  que  se  mantiene  casi  ínte- 
gramente la  estructura  de  la  Orden  223  de  30  de  Mayo  del  mismo 
año,  propuesta  por  el  Secretario  que  suscribe;  siendo  sus  diferen- 
cias más  notables  que  se  deja  á  los  Superintendentes  el  cuidado 
de  su  ejecución;  y  que,  conforme  á  lo  ordenado  por  el  Reglamen- 
to orgánico,  los  fondos  para  los  gastos  del  curso  provienen  de  una 
módica  contribución  impuesta  á  los  maestros,  según  la  importan- 
cia de  sus  sueldos. 


Este  año  lia  coincidido  también  con  los  cursos  de  verano  de  la 
lela  otra  invitación  de  la  Universidad  de  Harvard,  que  ha  llamado 
á  su  curso  especial  de  lengua  inglesa  á  cien  de  nuestros  maestros. 
Con  extraordinaria  rapidez  se  ha  organizado  esta  expedición ,  que 
está  actualmente  en  camino  para  Cambridge. 

Incesante  preocupación  de  las  autoridades  de  este  Departa- 
mento ha  sido  escoger  los  medios  más  adecuados  para  fundar 
Escuelas  Normales  permanentes.  La  opinión  también  se  ha 
agitado  algo,  durante  los  últimos  meses,  en  este  sentido,  deman- 
dando con  premura  su  establecimiento.  El  Ayuntamiento  de 
Finar  del  Eío  y  otros  de  la  misma  provincia  han  aprobado  mo- 
ciones y  presentado  solicitudes,  en  que  se  pide  la  instalación  de 
una  Normal  en  el  Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza.  Por  bien 
intencionadas  que  fueran  estas  excitaciones,  no  podía  descono- 
cerse que  iban  completamente  extraviadas,  no  en  su  objeto,  sino 
en  los  medios  propuestos.  Difícil  es  concebir  Instituciones  de 
enseñanza  más  disímeles  que  un  Instituto  y  una  Escuela  Normal. 

El  grande  obstáculo  que  ha  cerrado  hasta  aquí  el  paso  á  esa 
fundación  tan  necesaria  ha  sido  la  falta  de  profesores,  con  la 
preparación  pedagógica  indispensable.  La  causa  de  esta  defi- 
ciencia está  á  la  vista.  En  Cuba  existió  en  el  segundo  tercio  del 
siglo  anterior  una  Escuela  Normal,  puesta  á  cargo  de  los  Padres 
Escolapios  de  Guanabacoa.  El  atraso  de  los  métodos  pedagógi- 
cos en  España  por  esta  época,  es  bien  conocido;  y  aún  sin  eso, 
la  grande  y  fecunda  renovación  que  esos  métodos  han  experimen- 
tado ha  sido  posterior  á  la  existencia  de  esa  Escuela.  Las  dos 
que  se  abrieron  en  la  Habana  en  1890  de  poco  provecho  pudieron 
ser,  pues  todo  en  ellas  era  lastimoso  por  su  deficiencia,  desde  la 
instalación  hasta  el  profesorado;  y  sus  tareas  se  interrumpieron 
á  poco  de  haberse  establecido. 

En  estas  condiciones,  el  plan  más  aceptable  me  ha  parecido  el 
propuesto  por  el  Sr.  Comisionado  de  Eí?cuelas,  y  que  consiste 
en  elegir  cierto  número  de  jóvenes  de  ambos  sexos  bien  prepara- 
dos é  inteligentes;  y  hacerlos  seguir  por  lo  menos  dos  cursos  én 
acreditadas  Escuelas  Normales  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Con 
estos  profesores  se  tendría  ya  el  núcleo  para  la  fundación  de  las 
Normales  que  fueran  necesarias  en  Cuba,  siempre  que  se  pusieran 
bajo  la  dirección  de  pedagogos  eminentes. 

El  número  de  estos  alumnos  no.  debe  bajar  de  doscientos;  pero 
ahora  se  comenzará  con  uno  menor,  como  primer  ensayo.  El  se- 
ñor Comisionado  ha  hecho  un  arreglo  muy  ventajoso  con  los  Di- 
rectores de  la  Escuela  Normal  de  New  Paltz,  que  permitirá  enviar 
allí  para  el  curso  próximo  cincuenta  alumnas  cubanas.  La  Circular 
No.  32  del  Comisionado,  fechada  en  15  de  Junio,  publica  todo  lo 
concerniente  á  ese  plan  y  las  reglas  á  que  han  de  someterse  las 
aspirantes.  ■ 

En  esfera  más  modesta,  pero  con  el  mismo  fin  de  ir  preparando 
prácticamente  profesores  para  nuestras  escuelas,  se  ha  realizado 
la  fundación  de  un  Instituto  Pedagógico  para  maestros  en  esta 
capital.  Esta  obra  ha  sido  llevada  á  cabo  por  completo  por  el 
Consejo  Escolar  de  la  Habana,  con  el  concurso  de  su  Director 
Escolar  en  esa  época,  señor  Aguayo,  y  mereció  la  más  completa 
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aprobación  del  Gobierno.  Así  se  hizo  saber  al  Consejo  en  26  de 
Enero. 

Eq  22  de  Febrero,  por  medio  de  su  Circular  lío.  19,  recordó  el 
señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  el  de- 
ber en  que.  estaban  de  proceder  á  la  formación  del  censo  escolar 
durante  el  mes  de  Marzo.  Los  resul todos  de  este  trabajo  en  toda 
la  Isla  no  han  llegado  todavía  á  mi  conocimiento;  pero  puedo 
manifestar  que  el  censo  del  distrito  de  la  Habana,  con  mucho  el 
más  difícil  se  realizó  con  la  mayor  rapidez  y  buen  acierto.  Los 
enumeradores  no  tardaron  sino  diez  y  ocho  días  en  completarlo, 
y  el  costo  llegó  solamente  á  la  suma  de  $1,127.75.  De  este  censo 
resulta  que  la  población  escolar  del  distrito  urbano  de  la  Habana, 
es  de  50,158  niños  y  adolescentes,  entre  seis  y  diez  y  ocho  años; 
la  población  escolar  forzosa,  es  decir,  de  6  á  14,  es  de  36,138.  De 
estos  cincuenta  mil  niños,  16,110  concurren  á  las  escuelas  públi- 
cas y  12,735  á  las  escuelas  privadas;  lo  que  deja  todavía  21,313 
niños  y  adolescentes  fuera  de  las  aulas.  Atendiendo  sólo  á  la 
población  escolar  forzosa,  las  cifras  son  algo  menos  desconsolado- 
ras; de  ésta  15,425  niños  van  á  las  escuelas  públicas  y  12,194  á 
las  privadas,  y  quedan,  por  tanto,  8,519  niños  de  6  á  14,  que  no 
reciben  ninguna  instrucción. 

Dentro  del  propósito  de  velar  tanto  porque  el  maestro  cumpla 
fielmente  sus  deberes,  cuanto  porque  sienta  resguardados  sus  de- 
rechos, dirigí  á  las  Juntas  en  4  de  Mayo  una  Circular,  encarecién- 
doles la  conveniencia  de  cumplir  con  el  precepto  de  la  Ley  Esco- 
lar, que  las  ordena  formar  sus  Begíamentos  y  en  ellos  determinar 
con  exactitud  los  deberes  de  los  maestros  que  emplean.  Pocas 
Juntas  han  remitido  hasta  ahora  a  la  Secretaría  ejemplares  de 
sus  Begíamentos,  de  modo  que  no  hay  constancia  de  que  los  hayan 
redactado. 

También  en  beneficio  de  los  maestros,  dicté  en  6  de  Marzo  una 
resolución,  nombrando  un  tribunal  de  apelaciones  ante  el  cual 
pudieran  acudir  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud,  que  cre- 
yeran vulnerados  los  preceptos  legales  en  el  acto  de  sus  exámenes. 
En  23  del  mismo  mes  publiqué  las  reglas  para  tramitar  esas  ape- 
laciones. Hasta  la  fecha  el  Tribunal  no  ha  reconocido  un  solo 
caso  en  que  se  haya  quebrantado  la  legalidad. 

A  pesar  de  la  premura  con  que  hubo  de  organizarse  la  exhibi- 
ción de  efectos  escolares  que  han  enviado  nuestras  escuelas  pú- 
blicas á  la  Exposición  de  Buffalo,  cabe  asegurar  que  será  la  mejor 
demostración  del  entusiasmo  con  que  ha  entrado  Cuba  por  el  ca- 
mino de  su  regeneración  escolar  y  de  los  progresos  obtenidos  en 
el  corto  espacio  de  quince  meses.  En  conjunto  la  exhibición  de 
las  escuelas  cubanas  está  llena  de  promesas. 

Si  se  logra  que  paso  á  paso  vaya  el  país  pasando  de  su  papel 
de  colaborador  al  de  director  de  su  sistema  de  enseñanza  popular, 
la  reforma  habrá  dado  todos  sus  frutos,  y  ningunos  otros  serán 
más  valiosos  para  la  prosperidad  material  y  moral  de  Cuba. 

Cuatro  nombramientos  se  han  hecho  en  este  período  para  car- 
gos importantes  en  la  administración  de  las  escuelas  públicas. 

El  de  Superintendente  general,  vacante  por  renuncia  de  Mr. 
Alexis  E.  Frye,  fué  desempeñado  interinamente  con  gran  celo 
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por  el  Doctor  Alejandro  María  López,  Superintendente  Provin- 
cial de  la  Habana.  Pero  habiendo  renunciado  el  Doctor  López 
ambos  cargos,  el  señor  Eduardo  Yero,  que  era  Superintendente 
de  la  Provincia  de  Santiago  de  Coba,  fué  nombrado  en  9  de  Abril, 
Superintendente  general,  y  el  señor  Alfredo  Aguayo,  Director 
Escolar  de  la  Habana,  fué  nombrado  en  20  de  Mayo,  Superinten- 
dente Provincial  El  señor  Kicardo  de  la  Torre,  sustituyó  al 
señor  Yero  en  la  Superintendencia  de  Santiago;  y  el  señor 
Domingo  Frades  al  señor  Aguayo  en  la  dirección  escolar  de  la 
Habana. 

INSTITUTOS    DE    SEGUNDA.'  ENSEÑANZA. 

La  enseñanza  secundaria  debe  ser  la  pieza  de  resistencia  de  todo 
plan  armónico  de  instrucción  pública.  Su  importancia  desde  el 
punto  de  vista  social,  es  extraordinaria.  Todo  individuo  que  la 
termine  debe  tener  suficientemente  organizados  sus  conocimien- 
tos, para  abarcar  las  líneas  más  generales  del  sistema  del  mundo 
que  permita  elaborar  el  estado  de  las  ciencias  en  su  época.  El 
estudiante  que  sale  del  Instituto  debe  llevar,  como  bagaje  inte- 
lectual, los  resultados  más  positivos  de  la  investigación  contem- 
poránea, aunque  naturalmente  solo  en  sus  líneas  naturales.  Ko 
ha  de  ser  un  especialista,  sino  estar  preparado  para  serlo. 

Con  este  propósito  á  3a  vista,  concibió  el  Secretario  que  suscri- 
be, su  plan  de  reforma  de  la  Segunda  Enseñanza;  sin  desconocer 
los  grandes  obstáculos  con  que  había  de  tropezar,  ni  sus  diversos 
orígenes;  pero  persuadido  de  que  debía  intentarla  de  todos  modos, 
si  había  de  corresponder  á  la  confianza  de  usted  y  cumplir  con 
su  deber  hacia  su  país. 

Después  de  establecida  la  reforma,  he  querido  seguir  con  el 
mayor  cuidado  su  desarrollo  en  los  Institutos;  y  con  este  objeto 
dispuse  á  fines  del  año  anterior  que  sus  Directores  me  informaran 
cada  cuatro  meses  de  los  trabajos  que  se  iban  realizando  y  de  los 
métodos  de  enseñanza  empleados  por  los  profesores;  y  en  3  de 
Enero  del  corriente  año  les  pedí  me  informaran  también  cuatri- 
mestralmente  de  la  inversión  que  dieran  á  los  fondos  del  material 
científico. 

Con  estos  datos  he  podido  apreciar  la  manera  conque  ha  sido 
recibida  é  interpretada  la  reforma  por  el  profesorado  de  los  di- 
versos Institutos,  y  las  dificultades  y  deficiencias  aún  que  tropie- 
zan, para  llevarla  adelante.  Los  Institutos  donde  reina  mejor 
espíritu  para  secundar  el  cambio  son  los  de  Santa  Clara  y  Pinar 
del  Río;  en  el  de  Matanzas  hay  gran  fervor  y  sus  profesores  tra- 
bajan bien;  en  el  de  la  Habana  hay  catedráticos  de  saber,  al 
gunos  notables,  sus  elementos  de  enseñanza  son  superiores  á  los 
de  sus  compañeros  de  provincias,  y  tratan  de  llenar  á  conciencia 
su  cometido;  los  de  Santiago  y  Puerto  Príncipe  son  los  que  dejan 
más  que  desear.  Todos  han  encontrado  desde  el  primer  momen- 
to el  gran  obstáculo  de  la  preparación  insuficiente  de  sus  alum- 
nos; y,  excepto  el  de  la  Habana,  la  falta  de  material  científico 
abundante  y  adecuado  á  la  forma  que  ha.bían  de  imprimir  á  la 
enseñanza. 
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Algún  tiempo -ha.  de  transcurrir  antes  que  la  generalidad  de 
los  alumnos  entren  suficientemente  preparados  en  los  estudios 
secundarios.  Esta  preparación  ha  de  ser  la  obra  de  la  escuela 
pública,  sobre  todo  en  sus  dos  últimos  años.  Para  paliar  ese  grave 
inconveniente  la  Orden  266  estableció  por  dos  años  el  Curso  Pre- 
paratorio que  existe  en  los  Institutos..  Los  más  de  sus  Directores 
piden  que  este  curso  quede  establecido  definitivamente,  como  pre- 
liminar de  los  estudios  de  Segunda  Enseñanza.  Be  ningún  modo 
debe  accederse  á  esa  petición,  por  justificada  que  á  primera  vista 
parezca.  Podrá  ser  conveniente  que  se  prolongue  su  existencia 
dos  ó  tres  años  más;  pero  sólo  hasta  que  queden  establecidos  los 
dos  años  del  curso  superior  en  las  escuelas  públicas.  La  Escuela 
Superior  y  el  Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  son  organismos 
distintos,  aunque  conexos.  El  lustituto  necesita  de  la  Escuela 
Superior,  pero  no  puede  suplirla;  pues  mientras  en  una  de  nues- 
tras provincias  puede  bastar  con  un  solo  Instituto,  ninguna  po- 
blación de  mediana  importancia  puede  pasarse  sin  una  ó  más  es- 
cuelas superiores. 

Bespecto  á  lo  escaso  del  material  científico,  ya  la  Orden  266 
ha  dotado  á  los  Institutos  de  una  consignación  que,  bien  aplicada, 
es  suficiente  para  ir  enriqueciendo  sus  laboratorios,  museos  y 
bibliotecas.  A  fin  de  seguir  sus  progresos,  he  pedido  la  cuenta 
cuatrimestral  á  que  ya  aludí;  y  debo  consignar  que,  hasta  ahora, 
y  salvo  dos  ó  tres  casos  de  poca  monta,  la  inversión  de  esos  fon- 
dos ha  sido  escrupulosa  y  atinada.  Donde  noto  más  deficiencia 
es  en  Ja  elección  de  libros  para  las  bibliotecas. 

Punto  de  mayor  importancia  y  dificultad  es  el  del  profesorado 
mismo  de  los  Institutos.  Todavía  del  actual,  á  pesar  de  su  labo- 
riosidad y  buen,  deseo,  puede  decirse  que  se  resiente  de  haber  sido 
en  cierto  modo  improvisado.  Las  Escuelas  de  Letras  y  Filosofía 
y  de  Ciencias  de  la  Universidad,  han  de  ser  el  seminario  de  los 
profesores  del  Instituto;  y  á  medida  que  ellas  vayan  penetrándo- 
se más  del  valor  de  esta  función  suya,  irá  teniendo  el  país  un 
cuerpo  de  catedráticos  de  Segunda  Enseñanza,  preparado  por 
completo  para  su  difícil  ministerio. 

Con  el  fin  altamente  laudable  de  acostumbrar  á  los  alumnos 
del  Instituto  á  los  puntos  de  vista  sintéticos,  concibió  el  señor 
Director  del  Instituto  de  la  Habana  el  proyecto  de  establecer 
conferencias  científicas  semanales,  á  que  además  sería  admitido 
el  publico.  En  12  de  Abril  se  le  concedió  la  autorización,  que 
había  solicitado,  y  se  dispuso  que  se  cargasen  los  gastos  de  esta 
útil  innovación  al  crédito  del  material  científico.  Este  es  sin 
duda  el  primer  paso  que  damos  aquí,  para  que  la  acción  docente 
de  los  establecimientos  oficiales  de  enseñanza  trascienda  de  su 
recinto  en  forma  verdaderamente  popular  y  para  beneficio,  no 
sólo  de  sus  alumnos,  sino  de  la  generalidad  del  público. 

Todas  las  noticias  recibidas  hasta  la  fecha  en  esta  oficina,  res- 
pecto á  los  exámenes  celebrados  en  los  Institutos  durante  el  mes 
de  Junio,  demuestran  que,  á  pesar  del  cambio  radical  introdu- 
cido en  su  funcionamiento,  las  dificultades  han  sido  mucho  me- 
nores de  lo  que  auguraban  los  adversarios  de  la  reforma;  y  los 
resultados  suficientemente  satisfactorios.     Puede  asegurarse  que 
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con  solo  esta  primera   prueba  el   sistema  del  examen   escrito  ha 

triunfado  por  completo. 

Acompañan  á  este  informe  los  datos  estadísticos  que  han  lle- 
gado hasta  hoy. 

Antes  de  la  reforma,  los  títulos  de  bachiller  eran  expedidos 
por  el  Rector  de  la  Universidad,  cualquiera  que  fuese  el  Institu- 
to en  que  hubiesen  hecho  los  estudios  y  se  verificasen  las  prue- 
bas. Esta  práctica  acarreaba  gran  trasiego  de  documentos  y 
demoras  inútiles  á  los  interesados. 

Teniendo  en  cuenta  esto,  dispuse  en  16  de  Febrero  que  los  di- 
plomas de  Bachiller  en  Letras  y  Ciencias  sean  expedidos  por  el 
Director  del  Instituto  en  que  se  verifiquen  los  ejercicios  de  grado. 

Como  los  títulos  de  Piloto  dados  por  el  Director  del  Instituto 
de  la  Habana,  en  virtud  de  estar  anexa  á  ese  establecimiento  la 
cátedra  de  pilotage,  podían  no  ser  considerados  válidos  por  las 
autoridades  de  marina,  propuse  á  usted  que  declarase  su  validez^ 
y  así  se  sirvió  hacerlo  con  fecha  2  de  Abril. 

ESCUELAS  ANEXAS  i  LOS  INSTITUTOS. 

Apesar  de  la  modicidad  de  la  matrícula  de  los  estudios  de  la 
Escuela  de  Comercio  anexa  al  Instituto  de  la  Habana,  ésta  per- 
manece todavía  poco  concurrida.  ISTo  corresponde  ciertamente 
el  número  de  sus  alumnos  á  la  importancia  de  una  plaza  como  la 
Habana  si  bien  es  de  advertir  que  no  está  aún  bastante  difundi- 
do entre  nosotros  el  concepto  de  que  el  ejercicio  del  comercio  re- 
quiere una  preparación  técnica  adecuada.  Por  lo  que  respecta 
al  Gobierno,  estimo  que  debe  persistir  no  solo  en  mantener  sino 
en  fomentar  esa  Escuela,  completando  su  material  de  enseñanza, 
a  tenor  de  lo  prometido  en  la  Orden  en  cuya  virtud  se  organizó. 

Las  Escuelas  de  Agrimensura  anexas  á  los  Institutos  de  Ma- 
tanzas, Puerto  Príncipe  y  Santiago  de  Cuba,  llevan  todavía  poco 
tiempo  en  ejercicio;  pero  sus  profesores  han  demostrado  mucho 
interés  por  cumplir  su  cometido,  y  su  enseñanza  ha  sido  verdade- 
ramente práctica.  En  las  tres  Escuelas  se  ha  cumplido  con  lo 
prescrito,  haciendo  que  sus  alumnos  realicen  trabajos  en  el  cam- 
po. También  exigen  esas  Escuelas  mejoras  en  su  material  de  ense- 
ñanza. 

Debido  al  entusiasmo" de  su  Director  y  profesores,  se  han  esta- 
blecido en  el  Instituto  de  Matanzas  clases  gratuitas  de  mucha 
utilidad,  aunque  completamente  ajenas  á  la  índole  del  estableci- 
miento. Ha  sido  necesario  admitir  esta  aglomeración,  en  vista  de 
las  ventajas  que  ofrece  al  público  en  este  período  en  que  todavía 
hay  tanto  por  hacer  para  difundir  en  el  pueblo  conocimientos 
provechosos;  pero  es  de  esperar  que,  cuando  nuestro  sistema  de 
instrucción  pública  haya  adquirido  su  total  desarrollo,  el  Instituto 
quede  reducido  á  sus  funciones  propias. 

En  mis  informes  anteriores  había 'dado  cuenta  á  usted  del  esta- 
blecimiento en  ese  Instituto  de  un  Kindergarten;  de  una  clase  de 
Sloyd  y  de  otra  de  corte  de  vestidos.  Hoy  debo  añadir  que  sus 
profesores  tienen  establecidas  para  el  público  clases  de  aritmética 
mercantil,  teneduría  de  libros,  práctica  de  comercio,  escritura  en 


13 

máquina,  taquigrafía,  lenguaje,  metodología  teórico-práctica,  y 
anatomía  y  fisiología  comparadas;  y  que  además  dan  en  el  Insti- 
tuto el  Dr.  Jacinto  Carrera  un  curso  gratuito  de  higiene  escolar, 
y  el  señor  José  G.  Villa  otro  de  telegrafía  eléctrica. 

En  18  de  Mayo  me  autorizó  usted  para  establecer  otra  Escuela 
de  Agrimensura,  que  estará  anexa  al  Instituto  de  Pinar  del  Río; 
pero  que  no  funcionará  sino  en  tanto  que  el  número  de  alumnos 
matriculados  en  ella  no  baje  de  treinta.  Comenzará  sus  trabajos 
en  el  próximo  año  académico. 

UNIVERSIDAD. 

En  29  de  Enero  pedí  al  Rector  de  la  Universidad  que  cada  De- 
cano me  remitiese  informe  de  los  trabajos  llevados  á  cabo  en  las 
distintas  Escuelas,  en  que  están  divididas  las  Facultades;  y  así 
lo  verificaron.  Posteriormente  visité  á  la  Universidad  en  días  lec- 
tivos. De  este  modo  he  podido  apreciar  los  progresos  notables 
que  se  han  realizado  en  la  forma  de  enseñanza  durante  el  curso 
que  acaba  de  terminar. 

Lenta,  pero  completa,  es  la  revolución  que  en  ella  se  verifica. 
A  pesar  de  la  sorda  resistencia  del  viejo  elemento,  que  allí  ha 
quedado,  nacida  más  de  su  apego  á  la  antigua  rutina  que  de  des- 
conocimento  de  las  ventajas  del  cambio,  ha  bastado  llevar  á  las 
cátedras  hombres  nuevos,  penetrados  del  espíritu  y  los  métodos 
de  la  ciencia  moderna,  y  dotarlos  de  los  elementos  que  requiere 
la  enseñanza  objetiva  y  esperimental,  para  que  los  laboratorios 
polvorosos  y  desiertos  se  hayan  animado  con  la  presencia  de  tra- 
bajadores entusiastas,  para  ios  que  ha  resultado  insuficiente  la 
capacidad  de  las  aulas.  Este  año  ha  sido  de  verdadera  y  fructuo- 
sa labor  en  la  Universidad.  El  estudiante  ha  trabajado  con  sus 
ojos  y  sus  manos,  tanto  como  con  su  cerebro. 

Dentro  del  antiguo  edificio  de  la  Universidad,  los  laboratorios 
de  física  y  química  general,  se  han  transformado  por  completo;  y 
los  de  la  Escuela  de  Farmacia  han  mejorado  en  todos  conceptos. 
Si  no  es  posible  decir  lo  mismo  del  Museo  de  Historia  Natural, 
se  debe  casi  exclusivamente  al  estado  del  local,  que  no  permite 
llevar  allí  sin  riesgo  nuevas  colecciones,  amenazadas  como  están 
por  el  comején  que  mina  el  edificio.  Han  llegado  ya  los  ejem- 
plares que  han  de  componer  el  museo  antropológico;  el  cual  no 
se  ha  instalado,  porque  se  espera  que  esté  habilitado  un  salón 
ad  hoc  en  la  parte  que  ocupa  el  Instituto. 

En  11  de  Febrero  fueron  entregados  á  la  Facultad  de  Medici- 
>  na  y  Farmacia  los  expíen didos  laboratorios  que,  por  orden  de 
usted  se  habían  construido  en  el  paseo  de  Carlos  III  esquina  á 
la  calzada  déla  Infanta.  El  edificio  consta  de  un  gran  pabellón 
central  y  dos  laterales.  En  el  primero  se  encuentran  los  labora- 
torios de  histiología  y  bacteriología,  con  gabinetes  anexos  para 
trabajos  especiales  y  para  los  profesores;  en  el  que  forma  el  ala 
izquierda  está  el  laboratorio  de  química  aplicada;  y  en  el  del  ala 
derecha  el  salón  de  conferencias  y  el  museo.  Equipados  del 
modo  más  completo,  atendiendo  á  las  necesidades  y  exigencias 
de  la  ciencia  en  su  estado  actual,  hacen  honor  á  3a  Universidad 
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de  la  Habana,  y  serán  prueba  en  lo  futuro  del  celo  ilustrado  del 
Gobierno  de  usted  por  el  fomento  de  la  instrucción  pública.  La 
Facultad  celebró  su  inauguración  y  acordó  que  los  laboratorios 
llevasen  el  nombre  de  General  Wood. 

Las  Escuelas  de  Ingenieros  y  de  Agronomía  son  las  únicas 
que  no  han  terminado  ya  la  instalación  de  todos  sus  laboratorios. 
Pero, no  ha  sido  ciertamente  por  descuido  de  sus  profesores.  La 
Escuela  de  Ingenieros,  por  falta  de  espacio  en  la  Universidad, 
hubo  de  establecerse  provisionalmente  en  el  mismo  local  donde 
estuvo  la  Escuela  Profesional,  y  además  de  ser  éste  á  todas  luces 
insuficiente  é  inadecuado,  las  obras  emprendidas  en  él  para  re- 
parar la  parte  que  ocupa  la  Academia  de  Ciencias  han  estorbado 
todavía  más  la  instalación  de  los  laboratorios  y  talleres  de  la 
Escuela.  Mientras  no  se  traslade  ésta  al  lugar  en  que  ha  de 
quedar  definitivamente  establecida,  será  imposible  que  adquiera 
su  total  desarrollo.  La  dificultad  de  hallar  en  las  cercanías  de  la 
capital  terreno  suficiente  y  en  debidas  condiciones  para  campo 
de  experimentación,  ha  sido  el  estorbo  con  que  ha  tropezado  la 
Escuela  de  Agronomía. 

En  vista  del  desarrollo  que  alcanzó  la  clase  de  bacteriología, 
en  9  de  Abril  se  formó,  con  esa  asignatura  y  la  de  Patología,  ex- 
perimental, el  grupo  11  de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina,  y  se  nombró 
para  profesor  titular  de  ella  al  Dr.  Arístides  Agramonte,  que  era 
Jefe  del  Laboratorio  bactereológico  y  cuyos  servicios  en  la  insta- 
lación de  los  laboratorios  de  Carlos  III  lo  habían  señalado  para- 
ese  merecido  ascenso.  Así  lo  dispuso  la  Orden  92  de  la  serie  de 
este  año. 

La  Facultad  de  letras  y  Ciencias,  con  motivo  de  haber  coloca- 
do en  su  salón  de  sesiones  los  retratos  de  José  de  la  Luz,  José 
Manuel  Mestre,  Antonio  Bachiller  y  Morales  y  Juan  Gundlach, 
celebró  una  conferencia  pública,  en  que  se  leyeron  los  elogios  de 
esos  hombres  eminentes  Esta  ha  sido  una  primera  tentativa 
para  poner  más  en  contacto  la  universidad  con  la  generalidad 
del  público;  y  sería  provechoso  que  se  repitiesen  actos  semejantes 
tanto  en  esta  como  en  los  otras  Facultades. 

Si  en  el  orden  de  la  enseñanza  puede  considerarse  muy  satis- 
factorio el  semestre  transcurrido  desde  mi  último  informe,  no 
puedo  decir  exactamente  lo  mismo  en  el  orden  administrativo  y 
en  lo  tocante  á  la  disciplina  universitaria. 

Merecidos  elogios  hube  de  tributar  anteriormente  á  la  Facultad 
de  Medicina  y  Farmacia  por  el  entusiasmo  con  que  acometió  la 
obra  de  reorganizar  sus  antiguos  laboratorios  y  museos  ó  instalar 
su  departamento  de  cirugía  dental,  pero  no  puedo  hacer  lo  mis- 
mo respecto  á  la  manera  con  que  ha  sido  aplicada  por  ella  la  Or- 
den 267,  en  cuanto  á  la  distribución  del  trabajo  entre  sus  profe- 
sores. 

La  Espuela  de  Medicina  se  ha  distinguido  por  su  espíritu  de 
resistencia  á  la  reforma.  Por  su  recomendación  aceptó  usted  en 
la  Orden  267  un  cuadro  de  distribución  de  las  cátedras  que  no 
armonizaba  con  la  que  prevalecía  en  el  resto  de  la  Universidad. 
Como  en  ella  existe  todavía  un  número  de  antiguos  profesores, 
que  no  han  ocultado  jamás  su  disgusto  por  los  radicales  cambios 
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que  se  ban  introducido  en  la  Universidad,  y  éstos  encontraron 
en  la  falta  de  harmonía  señalada  entre  sus  agrupaciones  y  las  de 
las  otras  escuelas  un  elemento  fácil  de  pertubaeión,  no  había 
transcurrido  mucho  tiempo  desde  que  empezó  de  nuevo  á  f  uncio^ 
nar  la  Escuela  sin  que  resultara  falseada  la  Orden  267.  Procura 
ésta  que  los  catedráticos  titulares  dediquen  lo  más  de  su  tiempo 
á  su  cátedra,  para  que  sean  aute  todo  y  sobre  todo  profesores, 
Pero  no  pocos  de  los  catedráticos,  unos  por  su  avanzada  edad  y 
otros  por  las  atenciones  de  su  numerosa  clientela,  encontraron 
más  cómodo  confiar  una  parte  y  á  veces  la  mayor  parte  de  so 
trabajo  á  los  profesores  auxiliares  que,  como  Jefes  de  Laboratorio, 
están  inmediatamente  bajo  sus  órdenes. 

Esta  conducta  iba  en  contra  de  un  precepto  terminante  de  la 
Orden  referida;  y  además  resultaba  poco  equitativo  para  ios  pro- 
fesores auxiliares,  que  á  pesar  de  tener  que  desempeñar  un  tra- 
bajo mucho  mayor  del  que  les  estaba  confiado  y  de  índole  distinta, 
recibían  la  misma  remuneración  que  por  el  suyo  normal.  Como 
el  sistema  de  pagos  de  la  Orden  267  está  basado  en  el  tiempo  de 
trabajo  que  se  exige  al  profesor  titular,  ese  estado  de  cosas  resul- 
taba á  todas  luces  irregular,  y  debía  cesar  cuanto  antes. 

Tan  pronto  como  llegó  á  mi  noticia,  dispuse  el  nombramiento 
de  una  Comisión  que  investigase  los  hechos  y  pusiera  en  claro  las 
responsabilidades  que  pudieran  existir.  En  15  de  Enero  elegí 
para  que  la  compusieran  al  señor  Subsecretario  de  Instrucción 
Pública  y  á  los  señores  Decanos  de  las  Facultades  de  Derecho  y 
Letras  y  Ciencias,  y  como  Secretario  de  ella  al  Jefe  de  la  Oficina 
de  Instrucción  Pública.  Habiéndose  excusado  el  señor  Decano 
de  la  Facultad  de  Derecho,  por  su  grande  amistad  con  los  cate- 
dráticos de  Medicina  que  habían  de  ser  objeto  de  la  investiga- 
ción, nombré  para  sustituirle  al  señor  Octavio  Giberga,  Magistra- 
do del  Tribunal  Supremo. 

Como  la  extensión  dada  á  sus  pesquisas  y  trabajos  por  esta 
Comisión,  y  la  necesidad  de  depurar  los  hechos  en  que  se  en- 
cuentra, me  hicieron  prever  que  habían  de  prolongarse  sus  ta- 
reas, y  no  era  posible  consentir  que  continuara  falseándose  la 
Orden  que  organiza  la  Universidad,  creí  de  mi  deber  pedir  á  us- 
ted que  autorizara  una  modificación,  circunscrita  á  la  Escuela  de 
Medicina,  que  diese  carácter  legal  á  la  situación  allí  creada  y  re- 
conociese á  los  auxiliares  á  que  me  he  referido  su  derecho  á  una 
renumeración  equitativa. 

Con  este  fin  dicté  en  8  de  marzo  una  resolución,  autorizando  á 
la  Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia  para  que,  á  propuesta  del 
catedrático  titular  de  un  grupo,  pueda  encargar  al  auxiliar  co- 
rrespondiente uno  ó  más  cursos  ó  medios  cursos  de  los  que  co- 
rrespondan á  su  grupo;  y  disponiendo  que  estos  auxiliares  reci- 
ban la  gratificación  que  hubiera  correspondido  al  titular,  en  el 
caso  que  éste  profesara  los  cursos  ó  medios  cursos  que  se  confiar 
ban  á  los  auxiliares.  De  este  modo,  sin  alterar  el  presupuesto, 
se  pagaba  el  trabajo  realizado  á  aquel  que  lo  realizaba. 

Esta  medida  es  de  carácter  transitorio,  y  nada  anticipa  respecto 
á  la  reorganización  á  que  deben  someterse  los  grupos  de  asignatu- 
ras de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina,     Tampoco  se  opone  á  que  se  exi- 
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jan  en  su  día  las  responsabilidades  que   puedan  resultar  de  las 

conclusiones  de  la  Comisión  investigadoia. 

Habiéndoseme  denunciado  el  hecho  de  que  algunos  catedráticos 
percibían,  además  de  su  sueldo  como  tal,  otro  por  distinto  con- 
cepto, dirigí  en  24  de  Abril  comunicación  al  Rector,  recordándole 
que  los  profesores  de  establecimientos  de  enseñanza  costeados  por 
el  Gobierno  no  deben  recibir  otro  sueldo  ó  gratificación,  sea  del 
Gobierno  Central,  de  la  Provincia  ó  del  Municipio.  Con  este  mo- 
tivo uno  de  los  catedráticos  de  la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros  renunció 
á  su  sueldo  en  la  Universidad.  Eo  se  me  ha  comunicado  ningún 
otro  caso. 

Por  los  informes  recibidos  de  los  catedráticos  hube  de  conven- 
cerme de  que  la  asistencia  de  los  alumnos  á  las  clases  no  corres- 
pondía á  la  matrícula;  mal  que  por  sí  solo  bastaba  para  quitar 
buena  parte  de  su  eficacia  á  la  reforma.  Con  ese  motivo  dirigí 
el  mismo  día  24  de  Abril  una  comunicación  al  Rector,  haciéndo- 
le presente  que  el  Gobierno  había  puesto  particular  empeño  en 
dotar  á  las  cátedras  de  la  Universidad  de  todos  los  elementos 
convenientes  de  enseñanza,  pero  que  ese  empeño  se  frustraría, 
si  los  alumnos  las  dejaban  desiertas;  y  en  ella  le  recomendaba 
que  aplicase  con  vigor  los  medios  disciplinarios  que  tiene  en  sus 
manos  para  que  los  estudiantes  cumplan  con  ése  que  es  el  prime- 
ro de  sus  deberes. 

A  fin  de  que  el  Reglamento  interior  de  la  Universidad  estuvie- 
se en  consonancia  con  los  cambios  introducidos  en  su  ley  orgáni- 
ca, una  Comisión  nombrada  por  el  Rector  redactó  un  nuevo 
Reglamento,  que  aprobé  con  fecha  18  de  Marzo  é  hice  puplicar 
en  la  Gaceta. 

Partiendo  del  principio  fiscal  de  que  los  impuestos,  cualquiera 
que  sea  su  forma,  conviene  que  sean  recaudados  únicamente  por 
los  agentes  especiales  del  Gobierno,  sea  este  local  ó  central,  dis- 
puse en  29  de  Enero  que  las  Oficinas  de  la  Universidad  é  Insti- 
tutos cesaran  de  cobrar  los  derechos  de  certificación  para  que 
estaban  facultados  por  sus  reglamentos.  Resulta  así  un  benefi- 
cio para  los  estudiantes,  que  se  veían  obligados  á  pagar  por  las 
menores  certificaciones;  beneficio  justificado  además  por  la  am- 
plitud con  que  atiende  el  Gobierno  á  las  necesidades  económicas 
de  esos  establecimientos. 

A  ñn  de  mantener  la  necesaria  inspección  sobre  el  desarrollo 
de  los  laboratorios  y  museos  de  la  Universidad  be  pedido  al  Rec- 
tor que  me  dé  periódicamente  cuenta  de  la  inversión  de  los  fon- 
dos destinados  al  material  científico,  así  como  de  la  de  los  cré- 
ditos extraordinarios  concedidos  para  la  instalación  délos  nuevos 
laboratorios.  A  fin  de  que  la  adquisición  de  los  aparatos,  útiles 
y  sustancias  necesarias  para  las  manipulaciones  se  verifiquen  con 
las  mayores  garantías  para  el  tesoro  público,  dicté  en  26  de 
Junio  una  Orden,  disponiendo  que,  en  todos  los  casos  posibles, 
se  hagan  esas  adquisiciones  por  subasta. 

Debiendo  verificarse  ejercicios  públicos  para  obtener  algunas 
cátedras  de  '  auxiliares  vacantes  en  la  Facultad  de  Medicina  y 
Farmacia,  y  deseando  evitar  que  pudiera  ponerse  la  nota  de 
parcialidad  á  los  Tribunales,  publiqué  en  12.de  Enero  una  reso- 
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Ilición,  prohibiendo  que  los  profesores  titulares  fuesen  miembros 
del' tribunal  que  haya  de  juzgar  á  los  auxiliares,  jefes  de  labora- 
torios ó  clínica  correspondientes  á  su  propia  cátedra.  Corno  ya 
en  esa  época  estaba  constituida  la  Junta  de  Inspectores  de  la 
Universidad,  esta  hizo  los  nombramientos  de  jueces  para  esos 
tribunales. 

Con  este  motivo,  la  Facuíta-d  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia  me 
presentó  una  solicitud,  pidiendo  que  se  dejara  á  las  Facultades  el 
derecho  de  elegir  ella  misma  los  miembros  de  los  tribunales  de 
oposición.  Como  esto,  si  se  tiene  en  cuenta  el  poder  que  aún  con- 
servan ciertos  jefes  de  grupo  en  esa  numerosa  Facultad,  sería 
darle  en  cierto  modo  el  peligroso  derecho  de  cooptación,  que 
cerraría  la  puerta  á  los  que  no  fueran  afectos  al  grupo  que  re- 
sultara dominante  en  el  momento  de  verificarse  las  oposiciones, 
no  he  creído  conveniente  tomar  en  cuenta  ese  deseo. 

Completo  ya  el  claustro  general  de  la  Universidad  me  pidió 
el  Rector  autorización  para  que  este  se  reuniera  á  fin  de  elegir 
Sector  y  Secretario.  Así  se  verificó  en  19  de  Abril  resultando 
electos  para  desempeñar  esos  cargos  en  propiedad  los  Doctores 
Leopoldo  Berriel  y  Juan  Gómez  de  la  Masa,  que  los  ocupaban 
con  carácter  de  interinos. 

La  Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia  celebró  elecciones  por  el 
mismo  motivo;  y  con  fecha  1?  de  Febrero  eligió  Decano  al  doctor 
Gabriel  Casuso,  y  Secretario  al  Dr.  Domingo  Hernando  y  Seguí. 

Terminadas  las  oposiciones,  que  completaron  la  Escuela  de  In- 
genieros, se  reunió  en  19  de  Abril  la  Facultad  de  Letras  y  Cien- 
cias y  eligió  Decano  al  Dr.  Luis  Montarte,  que  lo  era  interino,  y 
Secretario  al  Dr,  Juan  Miguel  Di  higo,  que  estaba  en  el  mismo 
caso.  El  Dr.  Montané  nombró  Director  de  la  Escuela  de  Inge- 
nieros al  Dr.  Ovidio  Giberga. 

En  8  de  Junio  presenté  á  usted  los  presupuestos  para  el  año 
fiscal  de  1901  á  1902  de  la  Universidad,  Institutos  y  Escuelas 
anexas,  Escuela  de  Artes  y  Oficios  y  Academia  de  Pintura  y  Es- 
cultura. Las  cargas  que  imponen  ai  tesoro  publico  son  sustan- 
cialmente  las  mismas  del  ejercicio  que  acaba  de  terminar.  El  de 
la  Universidad  asciende  á  la  suma  de  $243,990,  contra  $232,910 
del  año  fiscal  anterior.  Los  de  los  Institutos  y  Escuelas  de  Co- 
mercio y  Agrimensura  ascienden  á  1221,785-36  contra  $221,372-86 
del  año  fiscal  anterior.  El  de  la  Academia  monta  á  $11,600;  el 
anterior  era  de  $11,200. 

La  razón  de  esas  pequeñas  diferencias  está  en  que  ha  sido  ne- 
cesario aumentar  el  personal  de  servicio  en  la  Universidad,  con 
motivo  de  hallarse  en  edificios  distintos  y  distantes  las  Escuelas 
de  Ingenieros  y  los  nuevos  laboratorios  de  la  Escuela  de  Medici- 
na. Este  es  un  aumento  que  puede  considerarse  transitorio,  pues 
no  resulta  conveniente,  ni  "posible,  mantener  la  Universidad  en 
el  vetusto  edificio  en  que  hoy  se  encuentra;  y  al  trasladarse  á 
otro  se  le  incorporarán  de  nuevo  las  Escuelas  que  hoy  están  se- 
paradas. 

El  aumento  de  seis  mil  pesos  hecho  en  el  material  científico 
responde  á  necesidades  perentorias  de  la  enseñanza,  en  la  forma 
que  se  le  da  actualmente.    La  Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia 
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vio  casi  á  mediados  de  curso  agotado  su  crédito,  y  fué  necesario 
concederle  uno  extraordinario  para  que  no  se  paralizaran  sus  tra- 
bajos. 

En  este  semestre  se  concedieron  otros  varios  créditos  extraor- 
dinarios, según  relación  que  acompaño,  para  completar  diversas 
instalaciones  en  3a  Facultad  de  Letras  y  Ciencias  y  déla  Facultad 
de  Medicina  y  Farmacia. 

Es  muy  poco  lo  que  falta  ya  á  ese  respecto;  y  lo  que  no  se  ha 
hecho  obedece  ante  todo  á  la  insuficiencia  del  local  que  ocupan 
ías  Escuelas  de  la  Facultad  de  Letras  y  Ciencias,  especialmente 
la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros.  El  total  de  esos  créditos  es  de  $42,734-98. 
En  esta  suma  va  comprendido  lo  que  se  concedió  á  las  Escuelas 
de  Medicina  y  Farmacia  para  que  pudieran  terminar  sus  trabajos. 

La  diferencia  en  los  Institutos  depende  de  la  fundación  de  la 
Escuela  de  Agrimensura  anexa  ai  de  Pinar  del  Río.  El  aumento 
apenas  es  apreciable.  La  de  la  Academia  proviene  de  que  se  ha 
provisto  la  cátedra  de  escultura;  si  bien  se  ha  disminuido  el  per- 
sonal administrativo;  por  lo  que  el  aumento  resulta  insignificante. 

En  19  de  Junio  se  sirvió  usted  aprobar  esos  presupuestos. 

Si  al  tratar  de  las  escuelas  publicas  he  podido  consignar  con  satis- 
facción que  el  país  ha  demostrado  interés  por  su  desarrollo,  no  me 
es  posible  asegurar  lo  mismo  en  lo  concerniente  á  3a  Universidad; 

A  fin  de  procurar  que  estaño  se  considerase  un  organismo  ais- 
lado, y  evitar  los  riesgos  quié  ese  sentimiento  acarrea,  puesto  que 
de  él  se  deriva  un  peligroso  espíritu  de  cuerpo,  introduje  en  el 
nuevo  plan  que  la  regula  la  Junta  de  Inspectores.  Era  mi  pro- 
pósito que  ésta  ejerciese  una  elevada  forma  de  tutela  sobre  la 
Universidad,  en  representación  de  todo  el  cuerpo  social.  En  una 
carta  que  dirigí  al  ponente  encargado  de  su  reglamento,  le  tra- 
zaba las  líneas  generales  de  su  acción  en  esta  forma: 

uLa  Junta  de  Inspectores  está  encargada  especialmente  de  ve- 
lar por  el  fomento  y  prosperidad  de  la  Universidad;  y  debe  por 
tanto  potíer  en  claro  cuanto  concierna  á  las  propiedades  que  posea 
el  Establecimiento,  y  promover  por  los  medios  que  estime  conve- 
nientes, su  aumento,  mediante  donaciones  de  particulares  ó  por 
todos  los  otros  medios  legítimos  que  estén  á  su  alcance. 

"Debe  informar  al  Gobierno  respecto  ala  mejor  administración 
del  fondo  de  matrículas,  si  deben  aumentarse  ó  disminuirse  y  en 
qué  ocasiones  y  bajo  cuales  condiciones. 

''Debe  velar  porque  se  cumplan  las  órdenes  del  Gobierno  en  el 
régimen  interior  de  la  Universidad;  y  por  la  aptitud  y  prestigio 
de  los  catedráticos.  Bebe  estudiar  la  mejor  manera  de  renovar  el 
personal  docente.  Es  de  su  incumbencia  nombrar  los  tribunales 
para  las  oposiciones. 

"En  los  casos  de  conflicto  entre  las  Facultades  y  el  Rector,  al 
formar  aquellas  sus  reglamentos,  es  tribunal  de  alzada. 

£  'Debe  responder  á  las  consultas  que  le  haga  el  Gobierno;  y  tie- 
ne el  derecho  de  proponer  á  éste  cuanto  crea  conducente  al  auge 
de  la  Universidad.'7 

Me  es  penoso  manifestar  que  hasta  ahora  la  Junta  de  Inspec- 
tores, fuera  de  algunos  nombramientos  de  jueces  para  tribunales 
ele  oposición,  no  ha  dado  señal  de  su  existencia. 
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Adjunto  á  este  informe  va  la  relación  de  los  datos  adquiridos 
basta  la  fecha  sobre  el  resultado  de  los  exámenes  de  las  diversas 
Escuelas  de  la  Universidad. 

En  23  de  Marzo  comisioné  al  Sr.  Subsecretario  para  que  orga- 
nizara la  exhibición  de  la  Universidad,  Institutos,  Escuela  de 
Artes  y  Oficios  y  Academia  de  Pintura  y  Escultura  en  la  Expo- 
sición Pan- Americana  de  Buffalo.  Con  este  objeto  solicitó  de 
usted  el  señor  Subsecretario  un  crédito  de  §3,600  del  cual  se  ha 
invertido  solamente  la  suma  de  $2,275.50.  A  pesar  del  corto 
tiempo  de  que  se  ha  podido  disponer,  no  quedarán  mal  represen- 
tados esos  establecimientos  en  Buffalo;  sobre  todo  si  se  tiene  en 
cuenta  ePesfuerso  realizado  por  la  Escuele  de  Artes  y  Oficios  y 
el  Instituto  de  Matanzas. 

ESCUELA     DE    ARTES     Y     OFICIOS. 

Satisfactoriamente  ha  terminado  esta  importante  escuela  los 
trabajos  de  este  año  escolar.  El  edificio  que  se  está  constru- 
yendo para  sus  clases  y  museos  avanza  ya  con  cierta  rapidez. 
Una  vez  terminado  promete  á  la  escuela  un  gran  desarrollo,  que 
le  aseguran  la  pericia  y  el  entusiasmo  de  su  Director  y  Pro- 
fesores. 

Pensamiento  constante  del  Secretario  que  suscribe  ha  sido 
extender  á  todas  la  poblaciones  importantes  de  la  Isla  los  bene- 
ficios de  esta  útilísima  institución.  El  progreso  y  aumento  de 
nuestras  escuelas  públicas  lo  demanda  además;  pues  las  escue- 
las de  artes  y  oficios  han  de  ser  el  término  natural  de  la  instruc- 
ción de  gran  número  de  los  niños  que  salen  de  las  primeras; 
sobre  todo  si  en  ella  se  da  buen  lugar  á  la  enseñanza  práctica  de 
las  artes  agrícolas.  Ninguna  aglomeración  urbana,  verdadera- 
mente tal,  debe  carecer  de  una  escuela  de  artes  y  oficios;  pero 
en  un  futuro  inmediato  entiendo  que  deben  instalarse  en  todas 
nuestras  poblaciones  de  diez  mil  almas  ó  más,  es  decir  en  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  Matanzas,  Cienf uegos,  Puerto-Príncipe,  Cárdenas,  Man- 
zanillo, Guanabacoa,  Santa-Clara,  Sagua  la  Grande,  Sancti  Spíri- 
tus,  Eegla  y  Trinidad,  á  los  que  deberá  añadirse  Pinar  del  Eío. 

ACADEMIA  DE  PINTURA  Y  ESCULTURA. 

3STo  ha  decaído  el  interés  del  público  por  asistir  á  esta  acade- 
mia que  le  ofrece,  sobre  todo  en  sus  clases  de  dibujo,  una  ense- 
ñanza de  la  mayor  utilidad,  Pero  como  he  tenido  ocasión  de 
manifestar  á  usted  anteriormente,  dado  el  gran  servicio  que 
presta,  es  sensible  que  se  encuentre  instalada  en  un  local  á  todas 
luces  insuficiente  ó  inadecuado.  El  proyecto  que  me  permití 
recomendar  á  usted,  de  levantar,  sobre  la  azotea  del  edificio  que 
ocupa  la  escuela,  dos  ó  tres  salones  dispuestos  para  estudios, 
resolvería  con  muy  pequeño  costo,  todas  las  dificultades.  Su 
realización  permitiría  además  que  la  Biblioteca  Pública  de  la 
Sociedad  Económica,  hoy  congestionada  por  falta  de  espacio,  se 
extiéndese  por  toda  el  ala  del  edificio  que  hoy  comparte  con  la 
Academia. 
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J3eg6.il  manifesté  á  usted  en  una  comunicación  de  30  de  Marzo, 
difícilmente  podría  concebirse  obra  de  menos  costo  y  que  produ- 
jera más  inmediatos  beneficios  á  la  cultura  pública.  A  la  Aca- 
demia de  Pintura  asisten  hoy  490  alumnos,  y  sería  mayor  su 
número  si  pudiera  brindarles  más  espacio  y  comodidades.  La 
Biblioteca  deja  de  prestar  todos  los  servicios  que  pudiera  por  la 
misma  falta  de  espacio. 

A  fin  de  velar  de  un  modo  inmediato  por  el  fomento  de  esta 
Academia,  lie  nombrado  inspector  de  ella  al  señor  Subsecretario 
de  Instrucción  Pública. 

Espero,  señor  Gobernador,  que  este  informe  probará  á  usted 
que  este  Departamento  continúa  con  empeño  la  ardua,  tarea  de 
renovar  todo  el  sistema  de  nuestra  enseñanza  pública;  dentro  de 
los  límites  de  lo  posible,  pero  con  el  firme  propósito  de  adelantar 
tanto  cuanto  lo  permitan  las  fuerzas  económicas  y  las  capacida- 
des intelectuales  del  país. 

De  usted  muy  respetuosamente, 

, ENRIQUE  JOSÉ  VARONA, 

Secretario  de  Instrucción  Pública* 
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APÉNDICE    A* 


Estadística,  por  procedencias,  de  los  asuntos  "entrados"  en 
la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Pública,  de  1?  de  Enero  á  80 
de  Junio  de  1901. 
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„   Rectorado  de  la  Universidad... 
los  Institutos  de  la  Isla 

196 
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,,   Alcaldes  j  Juntas  de  Educación. 
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20 
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,,   Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Far- 
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„   Gobiernos  Civiles 

1 
9 
1 

6 

2 

3 

3 

l" 

15 

Juzgados  y  Audiencias. 
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,,  Junta  Inspectores  Universidad 
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1 

11 
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,,   Secretaría  de  Justicia 

2 

Total 

335 

278 

296 

241 

324 

330 

1,804 

Estadística  de  los  asuntos  a  que  se  lia  dado  salida  durante 
el  primer  semestre  de  1901.  


DIRIGIDOS: 

Al  Gobierno  Militar 

Rectorado  de  la  Universidad 

Institutos  de  la  Isla 

Particulares.. 

Alcaldes  y  Juntas  de  Educación. 

Secretaría  de  Hacienda 

Secretaría  de  Justicia 

Secretaría  de  Estado  v  Gober- 


nación  

Secretaría  de  Agricultura. 

Secretaría  de  Obras  Públicas.... 

Decano  Letras  y  Ciencias 

Decano  Medicina  y  Farmacia... 

Decano  Derecho 

Director  de  la  Gaceta, 

Junta  Inspectores  Universidad.. 

Escuela  Artes  y  Oficios 

Escuela  Pintura  y  Escultura...., 

Gobiernos  Civiles 

Superintendencias  Escuelas. 

Comisionado  de  Escuelas 
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Juzgados  y  Audiencias 
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RESUMEN 


ENTKADA. 


Enero.. 335 

Febrero 278 

Marzo.... 296 

Abril 241 

Mavo 324 

Jumo 330 

Total 1,804 

Promedio  mensual .... ,.   300 


SALIDA. 


Enero ....: 347 

Febrero 344 

Marzo 299 

Abril.. 251 

Mayo 461 

Junio 277 

Total..,. '.. 1,979 

Promedio  mensual. 329 
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APÉNDICE    B. 


RELACIÓN    DE    LAS    ORDENES    DICTADAS    DE    1?    DE    ENERO 

A    30    DE    JUNIO    DE    1901. 


Enero.,...,...  3  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  los  Directores 
de  los  institutos  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  den  cuenta  por 
cuatrimestres  de  la  inversión  que  se  haya  dado  á  la  con- 
signación para  material  científico  de  los  Institutos. 

Id.  id.   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  concediendo  catorce  días  de  licencia 

al  Profesor  "S"  del  Instituto  de  Pinar  del  Río. 

Id.  4  Orden  de    la  Secretaría  á  los  Directores  de   Institutos  de 

segunda  enseñanza  recomendándoles  el  axacto  cumpli- 
miento de  lo  dispuesto  en  la  Orden  267  de  la  serie  del  pa- 
sado año,  sobre  escala  gradual  de  sueldos  á  los  Profesores 
de  los  Institutos,  según  el  trabajo  que  actualmente  des- 
empeñan. 

Id.  7   Circular  No.   13   del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  sobre  perío- 

dos Escolares  y  el  libro  registro  que  deben  llevar  los 
maestros. 

Id.  .  8   Circular  No.   1  de  la  serie  del  corriente  año,  de  la  Superin- 

tendencia de  Escuela  de  Cuba  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación, 
aclaratoria  de  las  funciones  que  corresponden  á  la  Superin- 
tendencia. 

Id.  9  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  los  Decanos  remi- 

tan ti  ti.  informe  de  los  trabajos  llevados  á  cabo  en  las  dis- 
tas escuelas  en  que  están  divididas  las  facultades. 

Id.  10   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  el  Tribunal  nom- 

brado para  proveer  por  concurso  la  Cátedra  "A"  de  la 
Escuela  de  Agrimensura  Anexa  al  Instituto  de  Santiago 
de  Cuba  formule  nuevamente  lista  de  candidatos  por  orden 
de  mayor  á  menor  aptitud  por  haber  renunciado  el  can- 
didato nombrado  para  dicha  Cátedra. 

Id.  id.   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo   que  cualquier  persona 

que  acredite  estudios  privados  de  Comadrona,  puede  soli- 
citar el  examen  y  que  ésto  tendrá  lugar  en  la  época  en  que 
la  Escuela  de  Comadronas  le  señale  para  sus  alumnos. 

Id.  11   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  confirmando  los  nombramientos  de 

los  Profesores  de  idiomas  de  los  Institutos,  para  que 
desempeñen  como  interinos  las  clases  de  idiomas  del  curso 
Preparatorio. 

Id.  id.   Circular  No.  2  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  de  Cuba 

disponiendo  la  forma  cómo  deben  verificarse  los  exámenes 
de  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  primer  grado  en  el  mes 
de  Febrero. 

Id.  12  Circular  de  la  Superintendencia  disponiendo  que  ningún 

Profesor  Titular  de  la  Universidad  pueda  ser  miembro  del 
Tribunal  que  haya  de  juzgar  á  los  Auxiliares  ó  Jefe  de 
Laboratorio  ó  Clínica  correspondientes  á  su  propia  Cá- 
tedra. 

Id.  14  Circular  No.   14  del  Comisionado  de    Escuelas    Públicas 

remitiendo  ejemplares  de  la  forma  No.  17  á  los  Presidentes 
de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  para  que  los  distribuya  entre 
los  maestros. 
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Enero 15  Nombrando  una  Comisión  para  practicar  una  investiga- 
ción en  la  Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia. 

Id,  id.   Circular  No.  3  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  dictando 

las  reglas  que  lian  de  tenerse  presente  para  llenar  las  for- 
mas de  tres  y  cuatro. 

Id.  16   Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  No.  15,  disponiendo  la  publi- 

cación de  la  Circular  No.  2  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Es- 
cuelas de  Cuba  respecto  a  exámenes  de  aspirantes  á 
certificado  de  primer  grado  para  enseñar  en  las  Escuelas 
públicas. 

Id.  id.   Circular  No  4-  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  de  Cuba, 

dictando  reglas  para  los  exámenes  de  primer  grado. 

Id.  *  17  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  creando  una  plaza  de  type- 
writer en  el  Instituto  de  Santtiago  ele  Cuba. 

Id.  id.    Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombrando  el  Profesor  que  ha 

de  desempeñar  la  cátedra  "A"  de  la  Escuela  de  Argrimen- 
sura,  anexa  al  Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba  por  haber 
renunciado  el  que  la  desempeñaba. 

Id.  18   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  el  Profesor  que  ha  de 

desempeñar  interinamente  la  cátedra  UA"  de  la  Escuela  de 
Agrimensura,  anexa  al  Instituto  de  Matanzas  por  renuncia 
del  que  la  desempeñaba. 

Id.  18   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  convocando  aspirantes  al  concurso 

para  la  provisión  de  la  anterior  Cátedra. 

Id.  19   Circular  No.  15  del  Comisionado  dirigida  á  los  Presidentes 

de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  para  que  remitan  cálculos  pro- 
bables por  meses  de  los  gastos  accidentales  que  pueda  te- 
ner cada  Junta  durante  los  meses  de  Abril  á  Agosto,  ambos 
inclusive  del  presente  año. 

Id.  22   Circular  No.  5  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  remitien- 

do á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  ejemplares 
de  la  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  relativa  á  las  Escuelas  de 
Verano. 

Id.  25   Circular  No.  16  del  Comisionado   de  Escuelas   remitiendo 

ejemplares  de  la  Eorma  No.  17  á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Jun- 
.    tas  de  Educación. 

Id.  26   Orden  de' la  Secretaría  modificando  las  disposiciones  vigen- 

tes sobre  el  traje  académico  é  insignia  de  los  profesores  de 
la  Universidad. 

Id.  26   Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aprobando  la  creación  del  Ins- 

tituto pedagógico  de  la  Habana. 

Id.  28   Orden  No.  26   del  Gobierno   Militar  nombrando   Profesor 

Supernumerario  de  la  Sección  de  Letras  del  Instituto  de 
Matanzas. 

Id.  28   Circular  No.  6  de  la  Superintendencia  de   Escuelas  trasla- 

dando á  los  Presidentes  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  Orden  de 
la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Publica  para  que  en  los  exáme- 
nes de  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  primer  grado  sean  consi- 
derados como  maestros  en  función  los  suplentes  asignados 
fijamente  á  una  escuela. 

Id.  29   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  se  admita  el  pago  de  la 

matrícula  de  los  alumnos  de  la  Universidad  durante  todo 
el  mes  de  Febrero. 

Id.  29   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  admitiendo   renuncia  del  Profesor 

Supernumerario  de  la  Sección  de  Letras  del  Instituto  de 
Puerto  Príncipe  y  nombrando  al  que  ha  de  sustituirle. 

Id.  29   Circular  No.  7   de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  á  los 

Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  para  que  informen 
si  las  juntas  que  presiden  están  constituidas  conforme  á  la 
Orden  368  de  la  serie  del  año  pasado. 

Id.  30   Orden  de  la  Secretaría,  disponiendo  que  el  artículo  75  de  la 

Orden  No.  368  de  la  serle  del  pasado  año,  que  trata  de  la 
semana  escolar,  sólo  es  obligatorio  para  las  escuelas  públi- 
cas y  no  para  las  privadas. 
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Enero.......  30  Circular  No.  17  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  dis- 
poniendo la  forma  en  que  deban  hacerse  los  pedidos  de  fon- 
dos para  cubrir  déficit  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación. 

Id.  31   Orden  de  la  Seeretaiía  nombrando  las  personas  que  han  de 

formar  el  Tribunal  para  proveer  la  Cátedra ''A"  del  Insti- 
tuto de  Pinar  del  Río. 

Id.  31   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  las  personas  que  han  de 

constituir  el  Tribunal  para  proveer  la  Cátedra  <lA"  del 
Grupo  Preparatorio  del  Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Id.  31   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  las  personas  que  han  de 

formar  el  Tribunal  para  la  provisión  de  la  Cátedra  UE"  del 
Instituto  de  Puerto  Príncipe. 

Id.  31   Circular  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  Públicas  acla- 

rando varios  particulares  respecto  á  las  Escuelas  de  Verano. 
Febrero...,  4  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  puede  abonársela- 
asignatura  de  Agricultura  que  hayan  aprobado  en. la  Se- 
gunda Enseñanza,  á  los  alumnos  matriculados  en  la  Escue- 
la de  Agrimensura  que  así  lo  soliciten. 

Id.  5   Circular  No.  8  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  Públicas 

reiterando  las  reglas  que  deben  tenerse  presentes  al  llenar 
el  modelo  N?  4. 

Id.  6   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  admitiendo   renuncia  de  uno  de  los 

miembros  del  Tribunal  nombrado  para  proveer  por  concur- 
so la  Cátedra  del  grupo  "A"  del  curso  Preparatorio  del 
Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba  y  nombrando  al  que  ha  de 
sustituirle. 

Id.  6   Orden  de  la  Secretaría   aprobando  la  separación   de  un 

maestro  del  distrito  Urbano  de  !?•  clase  de  Cieniuegos. 

Id.  6   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunales  para  la  pro- 

visión de  la  Cátedra  "E"  de  la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros,  Elec- 
tricistas y  Arquitectos,  y  la  del  Auxiliar  de  la  misma 
Escuela. 

Id.  6  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunal  para  proveer 

las  Cátedras  de  Auxiliar  Jefe  de  Laboratorio  de  Farmacia 
Práctica  de  la  Escuela  de  Farmacia. 

li.  6  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando   Tribunal  para  proveer 

las  Cátedras  del  ]íí.{q  de  Laboratorio  "E"  y  del  Jefe  del  La- 
boratorio y  Museo  "C  de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina. 

Id.  8   Circular  N?  9  de  la  Superintendencia  de   Escuelas  Públicas 

aclarando  dudas  suscitadas  á  algunas  juntas  de  Educación 
acerca  del  funcionamiento  de  las  Escuelas  de  Verano. 

Id.  11   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo   que  el  Decano  de  la 

Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia  se  haga  cargo  de  los 
nuevos  laboratorios  organizados  para  la  Escuela  de  Medi- 
cina y  Farmacia. 

Id.  11   Orden  N?  53  del  Gobierno  Militar  separando  é  inhabilitan- 

do para  el  ejercicio  del  Magisterio  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas 
de  la  Isla  á  un  maestro  del  distrito  municipal  de  Vinales. 
■'Id.  12   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunal  para  proveer 

la  plaza  de  Profesor  "A"  del  Curso  Preparatorio  del  Insti- 
tuto de  Puerto  Príncipe. 

Id;  14  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunal  para  proveer 

la  Cátedra  del  Jefe  del  Laboratorio  Mecánico  de  la  Escuela 
de  Ingenieros,  Electricistas  y  Arquitectos. 

Id.  15   Orden   de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunales  para  los 

exámenes  de  los  aspirantes  á  certificado  de  aptitud  para 
enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  han  de  verificarse  en 
los  términos  municipales  de  Pinar  del  Río,  Consolación  del 
Sur  y  Guanajay. 

Id.  15   Orden  de  la  Secretaria  nombrando   Tribunales   para  los 

exámenes  de  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para 
enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  han  de  verificarse  en 
los  términos  municipales  de  Santa  Clara,  Cienfuegos,  Sa- 
gua,  Sancti  Spíritus,  Santo  Domingo,  Camajuam,  Caibarién 
y  Rodas. 
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16  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  los  diplomas  de 
Bachiller  en  Letras  y  Ciencias  sean  expedidos  á  propuesta 
del  Tribunal  examinador  por  el  Director  del  Instituto  en 
que  se  verifiquen  los  ejercicios. 

18  Orden  de  la  Secretaria  nombrando  Tribunales  para  los  exá- 
menes.de  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para  ense- 
nar en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  lian  de  verificarse  en  los 
términos  municipales  de  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Holguín,  Man- 
zanillo, Puerto  Príncipe,  Nuevitas  y  Morón. 
Orden  de  la  Secretaría'  nombrando  Tribunales  para  los 
exámenes  de  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para 
enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  lian  de  verificarse  en 
los  términos  municipales  de  Guanabacoa  y  Güines. 
Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunales  para  los 
exámenes  de  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para 
enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  han  de  verificarse  en 
los  términos  municipales  de  Matanzas,  Cárdenas,  Unión, 
Colón  y  Macu riges. 

Circular  N?  18  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  remi- 
tiendo dos  ejemplares  del  modelo  N?  18  á  los  Presidentes  de 
las  Juntas  de  Educación. 

Orden  de  la  Secretaría  aceptando  la  renuncia  presentada 
por  el  Profesor  de  Ejercicios  Calisténicos  del  Instituto  de 
2'}  Enseñanza  de  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunales  para  los 
exámenes  de  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para 
enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  han  de  verificarse  en 
el  término  municipal  de  la  Habana, 

20  Circular  N?  10  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  Públicas 
recomendando  los  trabajos  de  un  maestro  de  San  Cristóbal. 

22  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  aceptándola  renuncia  presentada 
por  dos  miembros  del  Tribunal  nombrado  para  proveer  la 
Cátedra  del  Jefe  del  Laboratorio  Mecánico  de  la  Escuela  de 
Ingenieros,  Electricistas  y  Arquitectos  y  nombrando  los 
que  han  de  sustituirles 

Circular  N?  19  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  lla- 
mando la  atención  de  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Edu- 
cación acerca  de  los  artículos  81  á  83  de  la  Ley  Escolar 
vigente. 

Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  autorizando  la  creación  de  una 
plaza  de  mozo  para  el  servicio  de  la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros, 
Electricistas  y  Arquitectos. 

22  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  admitiendo  renuncia  de  uno  de  los 
miembros  del  Tribunal  nombrado  para  proveer  la  cátedra 
"E"  de  la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros,  Electricistas  y  Arqui- 
tectos. 

23  Circular  N?  11  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  Públicas 
recomendando  los  trabajos  de  un  maestro  de  Macuriges. 

25  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  autorizando  la  creación  de  una  pla- 
za de  Conserje  y  dos  de  mozos  de  aseo  para  los  nuevos  La- 
boratorios de  la  Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia. 
Orden  N?  61  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombrando  Profesores 
para  el  grupo  "A"  del  curso  Preparatorio  de  los  Institutos 
de  Puerto  Príncipe  y  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Circular  N?  20  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  remitiendo  á 
los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  ejemplares  del 
modelo  Ni  1  para  que  procedam  á  efectuar  la  enumeración 
anual  de  los  jóvenes  que  pueden  asistir  á  las  Escuelas  Pú- 
blicas. 

Circular  N?  21  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  diri- 
giendo preguntas  a  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educa- 
ción respecto  al  número  de  miembros  de  cada  una  de  ellas, 
de  los  subdistritos  y  forma  en  que  están  constituidas. 

1?  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  para  que  se  publique  el  nuevo  Regla- 
mento de  la  Universidad. 
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Marzo,. ......    5  Orden  de  la  Secretaria  admitiendo  renuncia  del  Secretario 

de  la  Facultad  de  Letras  y  Ciencias,  nombrando  al  que  ha 
de  sustituirle. 

Id.  6  Orden  No.   67  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombrando  Segundo 

Auxiliar  de  la  Cátedra  "E"  del  Instituto  de  Segunda  En- 
señanza de  la  Habana  y  el  Jefe  de  Laboratorio  de  Farmacia 
Práctica  de  la  Escuela  de  Farmacia. 

Id.  6  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  un  Tribunal  que  conoz- 

ca de  las  apelaciones  de  los  candidatos  á  certificados  de 
aptitud  para  enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Id.  8  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  la  Facultad  de 

Medicina  y  Farmacia  á  propuesta  del  Profesor  de  un  gru- 
po, pueda  encargar  al  Catedrático  Auxiliar  correspondiente 
que  no  tenga  Cátedra  fija,  uno  ó  más  cursos  de  los  que 
corresponden  al  grupo  de  ese  Titular. 

Id.  S  Orden  de  la  Secretaría   convocando  aspirantes    para  la 

provisión  definitiva  de  la  Cáteflra  del  Auxiliar  de  la  asig- 
natura "H"  del  Instituto  de  2^  Enseñanza  de  la  Habana. 

Id.  9  Orden  No.  68  del  Gobierno   Militar  nombrando  Jefe  del 

Laboracorio  "B"  de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina,  el  Profesor 
de  la  Cátedra  "A"  del  Instituto  de  2?  Enseñanza  de  Pinar 
del  Río  y  el  Jefe  del  Laboratorio  y  Museo  "G"  de  la  Es- 
cuela de  Medicina. 

Id  11  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Profesores  en  carácter 

de  interinos  para  desempeñarla  Cátedra  del  Auxiliar  "B'*  y 
del  Auxiliar  "E"  del  Instituto  de  2^  enseñanza  de  Santiago 
Cuba.  : 

Id.  12  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  convocando  aspirantes  para  pro- 

veer definitivamente  las  Cátedras  de  los  Auxiliares  de  las 
asignaturas  "B"  y  "E"  del  Instituto  de  2^  Enseñanza  de 
Santiago  de  Cuba.  ; 

Id.  13  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  admitiendo  la  renuncia  presentada 

por  el  Ayudante  de  la  Enseñanza  Preparatoía  de  la  Escue- 
la de  Artes  y  Oficios  y  nombrando  al  que  ha  de  sustituirle. 

Id.  15  Circular  No.   12  de  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  dando 

instrucciones  acerca  de  la  forma  en  que  debe  llenarse  el 
modelo  No.  3.  : 

Id.  18  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  los  títulos  acadé- 

micos que  se  expidan  en  virtud  de  ejercicios  practicados 
antes  de  1?  de  Ocubre  de  1900,  sean  autorizados  por  los 
Jefes  de  los  establecimientos  donde  los  aspirantes  hayan 
comprobado  su  aptitud,  y  que  los  títulos  de  Agrimensores 
y  M.  de  Obras  que  soliciten  los  aspirantes  en  virtud  dé  ejer- 
cicios practicados  en  la  extinguida  Escuela  Profesional  sean 
expedidos  por  el  Rector  de  la  Universidad. 

Id.  21  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  autorizando  la  creación  de  una 

plaza  de  mecánico  para  la  conservación  y  limpieza  de  apa- 
ratos é  instrumentos  de  la  Escuela  de  Ciencias. 

Id.  22  Circular  No.  22  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  lla- 

mando la  atención  de  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Edu- 
cación respecto  al  artículo  32  de  la  Orden  No.  368  serie  de 
1900 

Id.  22  Circular  No.  13  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  Públi- 

cas recomendando  á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de'Edu- 
cación  la  puntual  remisión  de  los  modelos  á  que  se  refieren 
las  Circulares  3,  8  y  12. 

Id.  23  Circular  No.  23  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  lla- 

mando la  atención  de  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de' Edu- 
cación para  que  se  cumpla  el  artículo  41  de  la  Ley  Escolar 
vigente. 

Id.  23  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  comisionando  al  Subsecretario  de 

Instrucción  Pública  para  organizar  la  exhibición  que  han 
de  hacer  en  la  Exposición  de  Buffalo  la  Universidad,  Escue- 
la de  Pintura  y  Escultura,  Escuela  de  Artes  y  Oficios  é  Ins- 
titutos de  Segunda  Enseñanza. 
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Marzo.:.....  23  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  reglas  para  la  tramita- 
ción de  las  apelaciones  que  puedan  interponer  los  candida- 
tos á  certificados  de  aptitud  para  enseñar  en  las  Escuelas 
Públicas. 

Abril 1?  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  prorrogando  el  término  para  pagar 

el  tercer  plazo  de  la  matrícula  de  los  estudios  generales  de 
la  Universidad. 
Id;  1?  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  los  derechos  de  ma- 

trícula que  satisfagan  á  las  Facultades  de  Medicina  y  Far- 
macia, Letras  y -Ciencias  los  alumnos  que  sigan  los  estudios 
de  Comadrona/Enfermeros  y  Maestros  de  Obras,  ingresen 
en  la  Tesorería  de  la  Secretaría  de  Hacienda. 
Id  2  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  prorrogando  hasta  el  30  de   Ma- 

yo el  plazo  para  que  puedan  presentar  sus  solicitudes  los 
que  deseen   plazas  de  Conferencistas  en  las    Escuelas  de 
Verano. 
Id.  2  Orden  de  la  ^Secretaría  nombrando  interinamente  un  Profe- 

sor Supernumerario  de  la  Sección  de  Ciencias  del  Instituto 
de  2^  Enseñanza  de  Puerto  Príncipe. 
Id.  2  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  declarando  legales  los  títulos  de 

Pilotos  que  expida  el  Director  del  Instituto  de  2*  Enseñanza 
de  la  Habana. 
Id.  4  Circular  No.  24  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  remi- 

tiendo á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  libros 
de  cuentas  corrientes  y  Diarios  para  cumplir  con  lo  precep- 
tuado en  el  artículo  46  de  la  Ley  Escolar  vigente. 
Id.  4  Circular  No.  25  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  ordenando 

á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  para  que  re- 
mitan cumplimentados  los  dos  ejemplares  del  modelo  núme- 
ro 18  que  se  les  envió  con  la  Circular  No.  18 
Id.  9   Orden  N?  92  del  Gobierno  Militar  formando  el  grupo  11  de 

la  Escuela  de  Medicina  y  nombrando  al  Profesor  que  ha  de 
desempeñarlo.  Nombrando  al  Superintendente  de  Escuelas 
de  Cuba.  Profesor  de  la  Cátedra  UE"  de  la  Escuela  de  In- 
genieros, Electricistas  y  Arquitectos.  Jefe  del  Laboratorio, 
Mecánico  y  Auxiliar  de  la  misma  Escuela. 
Id.  10  Orden  N?  92  nombrando  Profesor  interino  para  la  Cátedra 

UB"  de  la  Eseuela  de  Comercio  anexa  al  Instituto  de  2*  En- 
señanza de  la  Habana. 
Id.  10  Orden  N?  92  convocando  aspirantes  para  proveer  definiti- 

vamente la  Cátedra  "B"  de  la  Escuela  de  Comercio  anexa 
al  Instituto  de  2^  Enseñanza  de  la  Habana. 
Id.  12  OrdenN?  92  autorizando  al  Director  del  Instituto  de  2*  En- 

señanza de  la  Habana  para  establecer  una  serie  de  conferen- 
cias científicas  para  los  alumnos  del  Instituto. 
Id.  12   Circular  N?  26  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  dando  instruc- 

ciones á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  para 
poder  dar  cumplimiento  al  artículo  30  de  la  Orden  N?  79  de 
la  serie  del  corriente  año. 
Id.  1 5  Circular  N?  2  de  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  haciendo  indi- 

caciones á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  acer- 
ca del  mejor  modo  de  emplear  el  material  de  enseñanza  y 
libros  de  texto  adquiridos  para  la  Escuelas  Públicas. 
Id.  15   Orden  del   Gobierno  Militar  para  que  se  proceda  á  la  elec- 

ción de  Decano  y  Secretario  de  la  Facultad  de  Letras  y 
Ciencias  y  á  la  de  Rector  y  Secretario  General  de  la  Uni- 
versidad. 
Id.  19  Orden  104  del  Gobierno  Militar  posponiendo  hasta  las  elec- 

ciones municipales  de    1902  la  elección  de  los  Consejos 
Escolares  en  los  Distritos  Urbanos  de  1*  y  2^  clase  y  que  las 
actuales  Juntas  de  Educación  de  los  mencionados  Distritos 
Escolares  continúen  en  el  ejercicio  de  sus  funciones. 
Id.  19  Circular  No.  27  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas,  re- 

lativas al  juramento  que  deben  prestar  los  Directores  de 
SubdistMtos  al  tomar  posesión  de  sus  cargos. 


Abril 20.  Orden  No.  106.  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombrando  Superin- 
tendente Provincial  de  Escuelas  para  la  Provincia  de  San- 
tiago de  Cuba. 
.  Id,  20  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  convocando  aspirantes  para  la  pro- 

visión de  la  Cátedra  "D"  del  Instituto  de  2^  Enseñanza  de 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Id.  22  Orden  No.  109  del   Gobierno   Militar  disponiendo  que  las 

Juntas  de  Educación  no  puedan  privar  á  ningún  maestro 
de  su  destino  sin  que  previamente  se  justifiquen  á  satisfac- 
ción del  Secretario  de  Instrucción  Pública,  los  hechos  que 
se  le  imputan. 
Id.  24  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  para  que  se  haga  saber  al  señor 

Rector  de  la  Universidad  que  está  prohibido  que  un  Profe- 
sor del  establecimiento  de  Enseñanza  costeado  por  el  Go- 
bierno, reciba  otro  sueldo  ó  gratificación,  del  Gobierno,  de 
la  Provincia  ó  del  Municipio. 
Id.  24  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  se  apliquen  con  todo 

rigor  los  preceptos  del  Reglamento  Universitario,  á  los 
alumnos  que  dejen  de  asistir  á  los  cursos  en  que  estén  ma- 
triculados. 

Mayo.. 4  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  dejando  sin  efecto  la  separación  de 

una  maestra,  decretada  por  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  San 
Antonio  de  las  Vegas. 
Id,  6   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunal  para  la  provi- 

sión de  la  Cátedra  "A"  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrimensura  anexa 
al  Instituto  de  2^  Enseñanza  de  Matanzas. 
Id:  7.  Concediendo  Licencia  por  enfermo  al  Profesor  "A"  de  la  Es- 

cuela de  Farmacia. 
Id.  9   Circular  de  la  Secretaría  á  las  Juntas  Municipales  de  Edu- 

cación para  que  remitan  un  ejemplar  del  Reglamento  dicta- 
do por  cada  una  de  ellas  para  su  gobierno  y  manejo  de  sus 
empleados  y  alumnos. 
'      Id,  9   Circular  No.  28  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  participando 

á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  el  costo  de  los 
libros  y  demás  útiles  de  enseñanza  que  han  comprado  des- 
de el  establecimiento  del  actual  sistema  escolar  y  dictando 
instrucciones  para  que  se  depositen  en  las  Secretarías  de  las 
Juntas  de  Educación  los  libros  de  texto  que  se  encuentren 
en  las  Escuelas  después  de  clausuradas  en  31  de  Mayo. 
Id.  10  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  dictando  las  reglas  para  la  sustan- 

ciación  de  los  expedientes  de  cesantía  de  los  maestros  de 
Escuelas  Publicas. 
Id.  10   Circular  No.  29  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  haciendo  ob- 

servaciones á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación 
referentes  á  los  modelos  números  4  y  5. 
Id.  17  Orden  No.  127  del  Gobierno  Militar  modificando  el  art.  76 

de  la  Orden  No.  368  referente  al  sueldo  de  los  maestros  de 
la  serie  de  1900,  y  la  Orden  474  de  la  serie  del  mismo  año, 
referente  á  los  exámenes  de  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  ap- 
,  titud  para  enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Id.  17  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  para  que  se  publiquen  en  la  Gaceta 

de  la  Habana,  los  nombres  de  los  alumnos  de  la  asignatura 
de  Bacteriología,  que  han  perdido  el  curso  por  falta  de 
asistencia  á  las  clases. 
Id.  18   Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  estableciendo  una  Escuela  de 

Agrimensura  anexa  al  Instituto  de  2*  Enseñanza  de  Pinar 
del  Río. 
Id.  20  Orden  N?  129  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombrando  Superinten- 

dente Provincial  de  Escuelas  de  la  Provincia  de  la  Habana. 
.  Id,  20  Circular  N?  14  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  Públicas 

haciendo  algunas  advertencias  á  los  Superintendentes  Pro- 
:  viudales  respecto  á  los  exámenes  de  aspirantes  á  certifica- 

dos de  primer  grado  para  enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas. 
Id.  21  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  suprimiendo  el  cargo  de  Esta- 

cionario déla  Biblioteca  del  Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
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Mayo.,  ......   22   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  referente  al  alcance  y  validez  de  los 

exámenes  parciales  y  finales  de  los  alumnos  de  la  Escuela 
de  Medicina. 

Id.  22  Circular  N?  30  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  previniendo  á 

■■-■'■••  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  que  recibirán  una 

comunicación  en  que  se  expresará  el  número  de  maestros 

que  cada  Junta  podrá  emplear  en  el  próximo  año  Escolar. 

Id.  23   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  dejando  sin  efecto  la  separación  de 

un  maessro  decretada  por  la  Junta  Municipal  de  Educación 
de  Puerto  Príncipe. 

Id.  25  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  dejando  sin  efecto  la  separación  de 

un  maestro  decretada  por  la  Junta  Municipal  de  Educación 
de  Morón. 

Id.  27   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  se  publiquen  en  la  Gace- 

ta de  la  Habana  los  nombres  de  los  alumnos  de  la  asigna- 
tura de  Patología  Clínica  Infantil  que  Han  perdido  el  curso 
por  falta  de  asistencia  alas  clases. 

Id,  27  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  dejando  sin  efecto  la  separación  de 

'■■■'■•"  -      un  maestro  decretada  por  la  Junta  Municipal  de  Educación 

de  Regla. 

Id.  27  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  los  alumnos  de  es- 

tudios privados  que,  conforme  á  planes  anteriores  tengan 
aprobado  parte  de  alguna  ó  algunas  de  las  asignaturas 
exigidas  por  la  Orden  266  de  la  serie  del  pasado  año,  po- 
drán pedir  examen  de  los  cursos  parciales  que  formen  el 
complemento  de  las  expresadas  asignaturas. 

Id.  27   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunales  de  examen 

para  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para  enseñar  en 
las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  lian  de  constituirse  en  los  térmi- 
nos municipales  de  Guanajay,  Consolación  del  Sur,  Pinar 
del  Río  y  Guane. 

Id.  29  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunales  de  examen 

para  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para  enseñar  en 
las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  han  de  constituirse  en  los  térmi- 
nos municipales  de  Puerto  Príncipe,  Nuevitas,  Ciego  de 
Avila,  Morón  y  Santa  Cru-z,  del  Sur. 

Id.  30   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  se  publiquen  en  la  Gace- 

ta de  la  Habana  los  nombres  de  los  alumnos  de  la  asigna- 
tura de  Patología  General  que  han  perdido  el  curso  por 
falta  de  asistencia  á  las  clases. 

Id.  31  Orden  Ni  145  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombrando  al  Profesor 

que  ha  de  desempeñar  la  Cátedra  "A"  de  la  Escuela  de 
Agrimensura  anexa  al  Instituto  de  2^  Enseñanza  de  Ma- 
tanzas, 

Junio.. 4  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  prorrogando  el  plazo  para  que  los 

alumnos  de  los  Institutos  de  2^  Enseñanza  puedan  pagar 
el  segundo  plazo  de  la  matrícula. 

Id.  4  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunales  para  los 

exámenes  de  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para 
enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  han  de  verificarse  en 
los  términos  municipales  de  Matanzas,  Cárdenas,  Colón, 
Macuriges  y  Unión. 

Id.  4  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunales  para  los 

exámenes  de  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para 

enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  han  de  verificarse  en 

~:  los  términos  municipales  de  Guantánamo,  Baracoa,  Man- 

zanilo,  Gibara,  Holguín  y  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
:  Id.  .  5  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunal  para  los- exá- 

v  menes  de  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para 

;  -.  enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  han  de  constituirse 

:  en  los  términos  Municipales  de  Sancti  Spiritus,  Trinidad, 

;;  Cienfuegos,  Rodas,  Santa  Clara,   Camajuaní,  Remedios, 

Sagua  y  Santo  Domingo. 

Id.  10  Orden  No.  153  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombrando  Director 

1   -  ~       Escolar  de  la  Habana.  '-■ 


Junio 10  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aceptando  la  renuncia  del  Pre- 
sidente de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Bayamo. 
i     Id.  11   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunales  para  los 

exámenes  de  los  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  aptitud  para 
enseñar  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  que  se  han  de  verificar  en 
los  términos  Municipales  de  Habana,  Guanabacoa,  San- 
tiago de  las  Vegas,  San  Antonio  de  los  Baños,  Güines, 
Batabanó  y  Jaruco. 

Id.  12  Circular  No.  31  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  disponiendo 

que  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  hagan  un 
cálculo  probable  de  las  cantidades  para  atender  á  los  gas- 
tos de  las  Escuelas  durante  los  meses  de  Septiembre  de 
1901  á  Agosto  de  1902. 

Id.  15  Circular  No.  32  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  convocando 

á  los  maestros  que  "deseen  ingresar  en  la  Escuela  Normal 
de  New  Paltz. 

Id»  17  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aceptando  renuncia  presentada 

por  los  miembros  del  Consejo  Escolar  del  Distrito  Urbano 
de  2^  clase  de  Pinar  del  Río. 

Id.  17  Orden    del    Gobierno   Militar    aprobando    el    número    de 

maestros  en  las  Escuelas  Públicas  de  la  Provincia  de  Pinar 
del  Río  para  el  próximo  año  escolar. 

Id.  17  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aprobando  el  número  de  maes- 

tros en  las  Escuelas  Públicas  de  la  Provincia  de  la  Habana, 
para  el  próximo  año  escolar. 

Id.  19  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aprobando  el  Presupuesto  del 

Departamento  de  Instrucción  Pública  para  el  Año  Fiscal 
de  1901  á  1902, 

Id.  20  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aprobando  el  número  de  maes- 

tros en  las  Escuelas  Públicas  de  la  Provincia  de  Santa 
Clara,  para  el  próximo  año  escolar. 

Id.  20  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aprobando  el  número  de  maes- 

tros en  las  Escuelas  Públicas  de  la  Provincia  de  Matanzas, 
para  el  próximo  año  escolar. 

Id.  21  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aprobando  el  número  de  maes- 

tros en  las  Escuelas  Públicas  en  la  Provincia  de  Puerto 
Príncipe  para  el  próximo  año  escolar. 

Id.  21   Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  sean  repuestas  en 

sus  cargos  dos  maestras  declaradas  cesantes  por  la  Junta 
de  Educación  de  Guanajay. 

Id.  21  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  comunicando  al  Rector  de  la  Uni- 

versidad que  en  el  Presupuesto  del  año  Fiscal  se  consigna 
la  cantidad  dé  $24,000  para  las  Facultades  de  Letras  y 
Ciencias,  Derecho  y  Medicina  y  Farmacia. 

Id.  21  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  participando  al  Director  de  la  Es- 

cuela de  Pintura  y  Escultura  de  la  Habana,  que  en  el  pre- 
supuesto de  dicha  Escuela  para  el  año  Fiscal  de  1901  á 
1902j  se  suprimen  las  plazas  de  Escribiente  de  la  Secretaría 
y  la  de  Portero  y  la  gratificación  asignada  al  Profesor  del 
Antiguo  Griego  por  el  desempeño  de  la  Cátedra  de  Escúl- 
c-   .:.  .  -   tura.    .    .  ...    .-.       .       ,  .  .  ■;.  '.' 

Id,  25  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  elevando  propuesta  al  Gobierno. 

Militar  para  la  provisión  de  la  Cátedra  de  Escultura  de 
la  Escuela  de  Pintura  y  Escultura  de  la  Habana. 

Id,  26  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  al  Rector  de  la  Universidad  para 

que  se  hagan  extensivas  á  las  defináis  Facultades  las  reglas 

recomendadas  por  el  señor  Decano  de  lá  Facultad  de  Le- 

V  .■  "  -  tras  y  Ciencias  para  la  adquisición  dé  material  científico. 
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APÉNDICE  C. 

RELACIÓN  DE  LOS  CRÉDITOS  CONCEDIDOS  POR  EL  SEÑOR  GOBERNADOR 
MILITAR,    DESDE  ENERO  Á  JUNIO  INCLUSIVE  DE  1901. 


Enero. 


Para  el  Gabinete  de  Física  de  la  Escuela  de  Cien- 
cias..,.     , ...... $   9,386.56 

Para  la  adquisición  de  material  de  enseñanza, 
con  destino  al  Laboratorio  de  Farmacia.......... 500.00 

Para  diversas  cátedras  de  la  Escuela  de  Ingenie- 
ros, Electricistas  y  Arquitectos $   9,831.57 

Para  el  Museo  Antropológico,  de  la  Escuela  de 
Ciencias 1,000.00       10,831.67 


Febrero. 

Para  la  cátedra  de  Química  industrial,  de  la  Es- 
cuela de  Agronomía 788.57 

Marzo. 

Para  el  Laboratorio  de  Química  de  la  Escuela  de 

Farmacia. $   2,215.66 

Para  el  Laboratorio  de  Fisiología. 500  00 

Para  el  Laboratorio  de  Bacteriología. 1,927.60 

Para  el  Laboratorio  de  Histología 1,855,40    $   6,498.66 


Para  el  Laboratorio  de  Química,  de  la  Escuela  de 
Ciencias......... , 3,093.32 

Para  adquisición  de  material  científico  para  las 
enseñanzas  de  la  Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Far- 
macia, hasta  la  terminación  del  presentecurso 3,650.03 

Abril 

Para  cubrir  exceso  de  un  crédito  de  $3,000,  con- 
cedido parael  Laboratorio  de  Bacteriología 153.44 

Para  cubrir  diferencia  de  gastos  realizados  por  la 

Facultad  de  Medicina  y  "Farmacia 3,090.01 

Para  el  Laboratorio  dé  Terapéutica.. 618.68 

Para  el  Laboratorio  de  Farmacia ... 3,510.09 

Mayo. 

Para  los  gastos  de  exhibición  de  la  Universidad  é 

Instituto  en  la  Exposición   Pan-Americana   de 

Buffalo ..•.;, ..; 3,600.00 

Para  él  Laboratorio  de  Farniacografía 516.95 


Total  de  créditos  concedidos...,    ... $46,234.98 
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APÉNDICE    B. 

CUADRO   DEMOSTRATIVO    DE   LOS    ACTOS    DE   EXÁMENES    VERIFICADOS 
EN  LA  FACULTAD  DE  CIENCIAS  EN  EL  MES  DE  JUNIO  DE  1901. 


ESCUELA    DE    LETRAS    Y    FILOSOFÍA. 

(Enseñanza  Oficial.) 
Asignaturas. 


Historia  Moderna 

Historia  de  América 

Psicología......... 

Filosofía  Moral 

Sociología...... 

Lingüística  y  Filología 

Lengua  Griega  y  Literatura  Latina... 
Historia  de  la  Literatura  Española... 

(Enseñanza 

Historia  Moderna. 

Psicología. 

Filosofía  Moral 

Sociología.,. 


'      ■'     5     '. , 

13  1       

10  3       

6  7               2 

4'  1 

1 

1 

12  1       

Privada.) 

2 .......... 

1       .......... 

1       

1 


ESCUELA      DE      PEDAGOGÍA. 

( Enseñanza    Oficial. ) 


Metodología 

Biología. 

Higiene  Escolar 

Historia  de  la  Pedagogía.. 
Dibujo  Lineal  y  Natural.... 
Psicología  Pedagógica. 


3 

12 
1 
2 
3 

2 


ESCUELA      DE      CIENCIAS. 


(Enseñanza    Oficial.) 


Mecánica 

Física  1?  y  2?  curso,.. 

Física  2?  curso 

Mineralogía  y  Cristalografía.. 

Geometría  Descriptiva. 

Trigonometría.. 

Química  inorgánica 

Botánica 

Geometría  Analítica 

Análisis  Químico 

Química  Orgánica 

Antropología.....  ..,„•;...:........ 


TOTAL 

5 

14 

13 

15 

5 

1 

1 

13 


3 
16 
1 
2 
9 
2 


14 
17 
14 

14 

3 
2 
3 

3 
3 

23 

19 

3 

2  . 
13 

7 
4   . 

1  . 

3  . 
11 

2  . 

2 

5 

5 

14 

3 

4 

21 
16 
17 

1 

6 

9 

5 
9 

9 

25 
11 

u 

ESCUELA    DE    INGENIEROS    ELECTRICISTAS    Y    ARQUITECTOS. 

(Enseñanza    Oficial.) 
Asignaturas.  Sobresalientes.    Aprobados.     Suspensos.       TOTAL. 


Maquinaria 1       r  1 

Estática  Gráfica 1       1 

Agrimensura 5       5 

Hidrotnecánica 1 1 

Construcciones  civiles -.. 3       ,.  3 

Historia  de  la  Arquitectura 6       ...  6 

Contratos...................:...... 2 2 

Puentes... .".' ',. * 4       ...  4 

Materiales  de  Construcción 1               5       6 

Ferrocarriles 4       4 

Calles  y  carreteras 4       4 

(Enseñanza    Privada.) 

Puentes 2       .......: 2 

Ferrocarriles. ....... '.............i........ 2 ........._.._... 2 

Calles  y  carreteras 2 ,,.„  2 

Dibujo  arquitectónico............... 1 1 

Hidromecánica 1          ......... 1 

Contratos.. . 1       1 

Arquitectura. 1 1 

ESCUELA      DE      AGRONOMÍA. 

(Enseñanza    Oficial) 


Química  industrial... 

............:....            i    . 

1 

Fabricación  del  azúcar ... 

i 

1 

Zootecnia... 

Agro nomí a 

i 

i 

1" 
1 

166 

'   "'RESUMEN.    . 

128 

24.. 

318 

imenes  de  Enseñanza  Oficial.... 303 

Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Privada.. 15 

Total.,. .;,........   318 


CUADRO    DEMOSTRATIVO    DE   LOS   ACTOS    DIS   EXÁMENES  VERIFICADOS 

EN   LA   ESCUELA    DE   MEDICINA  ÉÑ   EL   MES    DE  JUNIO  DE   1901. 


(Enseñanza  Oficial.) 

Asignaturas.  Sobresalientes.  Aprobados.  Suspensos.  TOTAL 

Anatomía  .descriptiva 21  8 29 

Disección 22  6 28 

Histología  Normal  é  Histoquiraia 4  37            20  61 

Fisiología 8  15               3  26 

Física  y  Química  Médica 8  15               4  27 


Asignaturas. 


Historia  Natural  Médica 

patología  General ,. 

Anatomía  Quirúrgica  y  Operaciones.. 

Microscopía  y  Química  Clínica 

Anatomía  é  Histología  Patológica.... 

Bacteriología 

patología  Médica... 

patología  Quirúrgica 

Embriología,  Obstetricia  con  su  Clíni- 

nica  y  operaciones  obstétricas 

Terapéutica 

Toxicología 

Ginecología  con  su  clínica 

Clínica  Médica.. 

Clínica  Quirúrgica.............. 

Patología  y  Clínica  Infantil..... 

Higiene  y  Legislación  Sanitaria 

Medicina  Legal 

Clínica  de  Vías  Urinarias 

Clínica  de  Sífiles  y  Piel... 


Total. 


16 
3 

10 
9 
3 

15 
5 
3 

10 
3 
4 
14 
18 
16 
11 
16 
16 
15 
15 


265 


Graduados  de  Doctores  en  Medicina. 
Graduadas  de  Comadronas............... 


345 


51 

27 
3 


Habana,  8  de  Julio  de  1901. 

El  Decano, 

Dr.  Gabriel  Casüso, 


35 

TOTAL 


9 

'  -25    ■ 

16 

19 

18 
14 
26 
10 

2 

1 
2 

30 
24 
31 
25 

7 
7 

3 

15 
10 

15 
8 
3 

1 
2 

26 

13 

7 

15 
17 

8 

37 
35 

16 

13 

1 

33 
24 

18 

34 

22 

38 

14 
16 

3 
-1 

32 
32 

661 


CUADRO    DEMOSXRAT1VO    BE   LOS    ACTOS    DE   EXÁMENES    VERIFICADOS 

EN    LA    ESCUELA    DE    FARMACIA    EN    EL    MES  DE  JUNIO  DE  1901, 


(Enseñanza    Oñcial) 
Asignaturas.  Sobresalientes.    Aprobados.     Suspensos.      TOTAL. 


Farmacografía 

Prácticas  de  Química  aplicada  á  la 
Farmacia. ..........  ............................. 

Farmacia  Práctica... ................. ......... 

Análisis  Especiales 


Farmacografía.... 

Prácticas  de  Química  aplicada  á  la 
Farmacia. 


Total 

Graduados  de  Doctores  < 
Habana,  8  de  Julio  de  1901. 

El  Decano, 

Dr.  Gabriel  Casuso. 


3 

9 

5 

17 

5 
2 
3 

11 

12 

3 

4 

■  4 

2 

20 

18 
8 

Privada.) 

1   , 

1   , 

1 

1 

13 

armada...... 

37 

15 
....  8 

65 

36 

CUADRO    DEMOSTRATIVO     DE   LOS     ACTOS 

DE    EXÁMENES    VERIFICADOS    EN    LA    FACULTAD    DE    DERECHO    EN  EL 

MES    DE   JUNIO    DE  1901. 


Asignaturas. 


Sobresalientes,    aprobados.     Suspeí 


Derecho  Romano .... 

Derecho  Civil 

Derecho  Penal 

Derecho  Mercantil 

Derecho  Procesal. 

Redacción  de  Instrumentos  Públicos.. 

Derecho  Internacional  Privado 

Economía  Política 

Hacienda  Pública 

Derecho  Político 

Derecho  Administrativo.  ...  

Derecho  Internacional  Público., 

Total ; 


14 


4 
9 
5 
8 
5 
3 
1 
1 
7 
7 

64 


19  4 

12  4 

8  

8 

11  

14  

13  

2  

3  , 

7  1 

16  

14  5 


127 


14 


TOTAL. 

37 

16 

12 

17 

16 

22 

18 

5 

4 

9 

23 

26 

265 
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APÉNDICE  B. 


RELACIÓN    DE    LOS    GRADOS    EFECTUADOS    EN    LA    FACULTAD    DE 

LETRAS    Y    CIENCIAS. 

A  PARTIR  DEL  DÍA  19  DE  JULIO  DE  1900  HASTA  LA  FECHA. 


ESCUELA  DE  LETRAS  Y   FILOSOFÍA. 

De  Doctor. 

1  Sr.   Rafael  Bello  y  Planas 11  Octubre  1900. 

2  ,,     José  A.  Rodríguez  García 11  Octubre  1900. 

3  ,,    Mariano  Poncela  y  Santiuste 12  Octubre  1900. 

4  „    Jorge  E.  Sáez  y  Medina 15  Octubre  1900. 

5  ,,     Lorenzo  Erbi ti  y  Cobos 14  y  15  Diciembre  1900. 

6  ,,    Leandro  González  Alcorta 5  y    6  Febrero  1901, 

7  ,,     Mateo  Ignacio  Fiol  y  Fuentes.... 4?  y    5  Marzo  3901. 

8  „  Rodolfo  Rodríguez  de  Armas  y  Fernández.  28  y  29  Mayo  1901. 

ESCUELA     DE    CIENCIAS. 

De  Licenciado. 

9  Sr.  Juan  M?  Ravelo  y  Asensio 22  Septiembre  1900. 

De  Dr.   en  Ciencias. 

10  Sr.   Adolfo  Ernesto  Sáenz  y  Yañez 29  Septiembre  1900. 

11  „    Eduardo  F.  Plá  y  Hernández...... 13  Octubre  1900. 

12  ,,    Francisco  P.  Hernández  y  Rodríguez 15  Octubre  1900. 

ESCUELA      DE      INGENIEROS, 

De  Ingeniero  Civil. 

13  Sr.   Andrés  Castellá  y  Abreu. 1  y  17  Mayo  1901, 

Habana,  30  Junio  de  1901. 

Bl  Secretario  General, 

Juan  Gómez  de  la  Maza, 


RELACIÓN  DE  LOS  GRADOS- EFECTUADOS  EN  LA   FACULTAD  Y  ESCUELA 

DE  .MEDICINA.'  •■ 
A   PARTIR  DEL  DÍA  1?  DE  JULIO  DE  1900  HASTA  LA  FECHA. 


-  .  De     Licenciado. 

1  Sr.   Federico  Torralbas  y  Montes........ 19  Septiembre  1900. 

2  ,,  ..Jesús  Figueras  y  Valdés 4  Octubre  1900.    . 

3  ,,    Benito  Jorge  Rabassa  y  Rabassa 6  Octubre  1900. 
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De  Doctor. 


1  Sr.   Arístides  Luciano  Agratnonte  y  Simorri....  30  Julio  1900. 

2  „    Jorge  Luis  Dehogues  y  Michelena 11  Agosto  1900. 

3  „     Rafael  Carlos  Pérez  Vento  y  Kin 18  Agosto  1900. 

4  ,,    Joaquín  María  Alvarez  y  González 31  Agosto  1900. 

5  „    José  Antonio  Taboadela  y  Aguirre 3  Septiembre  1900. 

6  ,,    Ernesto  de  Aragón  y  Muñoz." 21  Septiembre  1900. 

7  „  José  Nicolás  Gómez  de  Rosas  y  Entenzá....  28  Septiembre  1900. 

8  ,,    Domingo  J.  Emilio  Alfonso  y  Alvarez 15  Octubre  1900. 

9  „    Secundino  María  de  Castro  y  Alio 13  Octubre  1900. 

10  „    Alfredo  Mariano  Cantenñs  y  Reventós 17  Octubre  1900. 

11  „  '  Enrique  Barnet  y  Roque  de  Escobar. 17  Octubre  1900. 

12  „    Juan  Cipriano  Badía  y  Carbonell.... 15  Noviembre  1900. 

13  ,,    Antonio  Heriberto  Vidal  y  Mesa ,.  9  Noviembre  1900. 

lé  „    José  Antonio  Suárez  y  Gutiérrez 10  Noviembre  1900. 

15  „    Ángel  A.  Agüero  y  García-.... 9  Enero  1901. 

16  ,,  Abelardo  de  los  Santos  de  León  y  Evora..  9  Enero  1901. 

17  „    Luis  Francisco  Perna  y  Salamó 11  Enero  1901. 

Grados  de  Doctor  por  Incorporación. 

1  Sr.   César  Trujillo  y  Barroto 22  Diciembre  1900. 

2  „  Eduardo  Andrade  y  Penny......... 17  Enero  1901. 

3  ,,  Francisco  Federico  Falco  y  Farquinii 23  Enero  1901. 

4  ,,  Luis  Enrique  Debayle  y  Palláis.......... 22  Febrero  1901. 

5  „'  Martín  Gallart  y  López ..,. 26  Marzo  1901. 

6  „  Antonio  Federico  Odoardo  y  Quesada......      8  Mayo  1901. 

Grados  de  Cirujano   Dentista. 

1  Srta.  María  del  Rosario  Badía  v  León *  7  Julio  1900. 

2  „      Josefa  Margarita  Badía  v  León ....      9  Julio  1900. 

3  Sr.   Luis  Octavio  Barlett  y  Wilson 8,Octubre  1900. 

4  ,,  Felipe  Santiago  Arúz  é  Jznaga... 8  Octubre  1900. 

5  ,,  Ramón  Justo  González  é  iglesias...............  8  Octubre  1900. 

6  ,,  Luis  Ambrosio  Acevo  y  Merel...... 8  Octubre  1900. 

7  „  José  M*  Ramos  y  Valdés. '.. 8  Octubre  1900. 

8  „  Enrique  Suntí  y  Hernández .....i.. — .....  8  Octubre  1900.  . 

9  „  Horacio  Cordova  y  Aviles 8  Octubre  1900. 

10  ,,  Gerónimo  Mac  Ñamara  y  Quintero.  8  Octubre  1900. 

11  ,,  Virgilio  de  Zayas  Bazán  y  Díaz.. 8  Octubre  1900. 

12  „  Cirilo  José  Llarini  y  Ponce  de  León 8  Octubre  1900. 

13  ,,  Serafín  López  y  Arango 8  Octubre  1900. 

14  ,,  Frankling  Arango  y  Kyle,,,.. 8  Octubre  1900. 

15  „  Eladio  García  y  Cintra...... 4  Noviembre  1900. 

Habana,  20  de  Junio  de  1901. 

El  Secretario  General, 

J.  Gómez  de  la  Maza. 


RELACIÓN  DE  LOS  GEAD0S  EFECTUADOS  EN  LA  FACULTAD  Y  ESCUELA 

DE   FARMACIA. 
Á  PARTIR  DEL  DÍA  19  DE  JULIO  DE  1900  HASTA  LA  FECHA, 


De    Licenciado. 

1  Sr.   Marcos  Galbis  y  Solar,.... 17  Septiembre  1900. 

De  Doctor. 

1  Sr.   Gastón  Alonso  y  Cuadrado....... 12  Octubre  1900. 

2  „    Miguel  Fernández  Garrido..., 15  Octubre  1900. 
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3  Sr.   Augusto  Esteban  Alvarez  y  Ortiz 15  Octubre  1900. 

4  „  Joaquín  Teófilo  Díaz  y  Flores .   16  Octubre  1900. 

5  „  Gustavo  Jiménez  Gómez 17  Noviembre  1900. 

6  „  Félix  Arandia  y  González 26  Noviembre  1900. 

7  ,,  Nemesio  García  Ruíz 12  Diciembre  1900. 

8  ',,  Francisco  Marqués  y  de  la  Puente 21  Diciembre  1900, 

9  „  Buenaventura  Abella  y  Hernández 22  Diciembre  1900. 

10  „  Urbano  Codina  y  García, 18  Enero  1901. 

11  „  Francisco  Robainas  y  Arquimbau 21  Enero  1901, 

12  ,,  José  Francisco  Serra  y  Otero 23  Marzo  1901. 

13  ,,  Joaquín  Mata  y  Acosta 15  Junio  1901. 

Habana,  20  de  Junio  de  1901. 

El  Secretario  General, 

J  Gómez  de  la  Maza. 


RELACIÓN  DE  LOS  EJERCICIOS  DE  REVALIDA 

DE  COMADRONA  EJECUTADOS  1  PARTIR    DEL  DÍA  19  DE  JULIO 

DE  1900  HASTA  LA  FECHA. 


2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


1    vSeñora  Adelaida  Ocaña  y  Mendoza 28  Septiembre  1900. 

°  María  Dolores  Cuellar  y  Rodríguez.........  27  Septiembre  1900. 

Mercedes  Fernández  y  Hernández 25  Septiembre  1900. 

Vicenta  Armada  y  Castañeda 27  Septiembre  1900. 

María  Luisa  Richard  y  Hernández 27  Septiembre  1900. 

Dolores  Carballo  y  Suárez 27  Septiembre  1900. 

Tomasa  Agüero 2  Octubre  1900. 

María  Francisca  Clemente  Valdés 2  Octubre  1900. 

Lina  Nones  y  Domínguez 5  Octubre  1900.  '.'".■ 

Dolores  S.  Fernández  y  Herman 5  Octubre  1900. 

Tomasa  T.  Hernández  y  Bacallao..... 5  Octubre  1900. 

María  Josefa  de  la  Merced  Valdés...... 6  Octubre  1900. 

Habana,  20  de  Junio  de  1901. 

El  Secretario  General, 

J.  Gomez  de  la  Maza.  . 


RELACIÓN  DE  LOS  GRADOS  EFECTUADOS 

EN  LA  FACULTAD  DE  DERECHO  Á  PARTIR  DEL  DÍA  1?  DE  JULIO 

DE  1900  HASTA  LA  FECHA. 


De    Licenciado. 

1  Sr.   Manuel  A.  Jiménez  y  Lanier........ 5  Julio  1900. 

2  „    FabioFreyrey  Arango. 14  Septiembre  1900. 

3  „    Ramón  Yillageliú  y  de  la  Guardia..... 18  Septiembre  1900. 

4  „    Rodolfo  de  los  Reyes  Gavilán  y  de  la  Guar- 

dia  „„ „....„ 29  Septiembre  1900. 

5  „    Francisco  Pina  y  Marín 29  Septiembre  1900. 

6  „    Cristóbal  Saavedra  y  Vivero ....,,,,..  30  Septiembre  1900. 

De  Doctor, 

1  Sr.  Antonio  M.  Go vín  y  de  Torres......... 21  Septiembre  1900. 

2  „    Pablo  Desvéname  y  Galdós 29  Septiembre  1900. 

3  „    Leopoldo  Cancio  y  Luna.......... 11  Octubre  1900. 

4  „    Alfredo  González  y  Benard 13  Octubre  1900. 

Habana,  20  de  Junio  de  1901. 

El  Secretario  General, 

J.  Gomez  dexa  Maza. 
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RELACIÓN  DE  LOS  TÍTULOS  UNIVERSITARIOS 

EXPEDIDOS  POR  EL    RECTORADO  CONFORME  L  LOS  .  PRECEPTOS  DE  LA 

ORDEN  NUMERO  266  DE  LA  SERIE  DE  1900  Y  A  LO 

DISPUESTO  POR  LA  SECRETARIA  DE  INSTRUCCIÓN  PUBLICA  EN 

18  Y  23  DE  MARZO  V  29  DE  MAYO  DE  1901. 


De  Doctor  en  Filosofía  y  Letras. 

PLAN    VIGENTE. 

Sr.  Lorenzo  A.  Erbiti  y  Cobos £n  28  de  Diciembre  de  1900. 

Sr.  Leandro  González  Alcorta En  7  de  Febrero  de  1901. 

Sr.  Mateo  I.  Fíol  y  Fuertes En  12  de  Marzo  de  1901. 

Sr.  Rodolfo  A.  "Rodríguez  de  Armas  y  Fernán- 
dez Peraza En  31  de  Mayo  de  1901. 

De  Licenciado  en  Filosofía  y  Letras. 

plan  be  1880. 

Sr.  Dionisio  Diez  Delgado...... En  23  de  A'bril  de  1901. 

Sr.  Juan  B.  Potous  y  Martínez  Valdés En  30  de  Abril  de  1901. 

De  Doctor  en  Medicina. 

PLAN    VIGENTE. 

Sr.  Juan  C.  Badía  y  Carbonell En  20  de  Noviembre  de  1900. 

Sr.  Antonio  H.  Yidaíy  Meza En  20  de  Noviembre  de  1900. 

Sr.  José  A.  Suárez  y  Gutiérrez En  20  de  Noviembre  de  1900, 

Sr.  Ángel  Agüero  y  García Bn  12  de  Enero  de  1901. 

Sr.  Luis  F.  Perna  y  Salainó En  12  de  Enero  de  1901, 

Sr.  Abelardo  de  los  Santos  de  León  y  Evora.  En  21  de  Enero  de  1901. 

De  Doctor  en  Medicina  por  Incorporación  de  Títulos  Extranjeros. 

Sr.  César  Trujillo  y  Borroto En  21  de  Enero  de  1901. 

Sr.  Eduardo  Andrade  y  Penny En  23  de  Enero  de  1901. 

Sr.  Francisco  F.  Falco  y  Tarquinii En  29  de  Enero  de  1901. 

Sr.  Luis  E.  Debayle  v  Palláis En  22  de  Febrero  de  1901. 

Sr.  Martín  Gallart  López En  27  de  Marzo  de  1901, 

Sr.  Antonio  F.  Odoardo  y  Quesada En  11  de  Mayo  de  1901. 

De  Licenciado  en  Medicina  conforme  al  artículo  14  de  la  Orden  90  de  1899, 
y  al  artículo  o°  del  Decreto  superior  de  1399. 

Sr.  Mariano  de  Agüero  y  Betancourt.... En  21  de  Marzo  de  1901. 

Sr.  José  A.  Reno  y  Rizo En  18  de  Junio  de  1901. 

-De  Doctor  en  Farmacia.  Plan  vigente* 

Sr.  Joaquín  T.  Díaz  y  Flores........ En  20  de  Noviembre  de  1900, 

Sr.  Gustavo  V.  J.  Jiménez  y  Gómez En  5  de  Diciembre  de  1900. 

Sr.  Felipe  T.  de  la  C.  Arandia  y  González...,  En  5  de  Diciembre  de  1900- 

Sr.  Nemesio  J.  de  la  D,  García  y  Ruíz., En  13  de  Diciembre  de  1900. 

Sr.  Buenaventura  E.  Abella  y   Hernández...  En  26  de  Diciembre  de  1900. 

Sr.  Francisco  de  P.  Márquez  y  de  la  Puente,  En  27  de  Diciembre  4e  1900. 

Sr.  Urbano  L.   Codina  y  García..... En.21  dé  Enero  dé  1901. 

Sr.  Francisco  A.   Robainas  y  Arquimbau....  En  4  de  "Febrero  ¡de. 1901. 

Sr.  José  F.  Serra  y  Otero En  28  de  Marzo  de  1901.    : 

Sr.  Joaquín  R.  Mata  y  Acosta „.'....,.' En  18  de  Junio  de  1901, 

De  Doctor  en  Ciencias.  Plan  de  1880. 

Sr.  Francisco  de  P,  Hernández  y  Rodríguez.   En  25  de  Marzo  de  1901. 
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De  Licenciado  en  Derecho  Administrativo,  Plan  de  1880. 

Sr.  Dionisio  Diez  Delgado..... En  23  de  Abril  de  1901. 

„  Felipe  J.  A.  Espinosa  y  Jareño En  22  de  Mayo  de  1901. 

De  Notario.  Plan  de  1880. 

Sr.  Constantino  J.  Horta  y  Pardo En  17  de  Mayo  de  1901. 

títulos  expedidos  por  el  rectorado  CORRESPONDIENTES  k  ESTUDIOS 
HECHOS  EN  LAS  EXTINGUIDAS  ESCUELAS  NORMALES. 

De  Maestro  de  la  Primera  Enseñanza 
Elemental. 

Sr.  Cornelio  C.  Sánchez  y  Pérez En  3  de  Junio  de  1901. 

Habana,  ^0  de  Junio  de  1901. 

El  Secretario  General, 

J.  Gómez  de  la  Maza. 


RELACIÓN  DE  LOS  TÍTULOS  DE  PARTERAS, 

EXPEDIDOS   POR   LA   FACULTAD   DE  MEDICINA  Y  FARMACIA,   CON  ARREGLO 

A  LO  DISPUESTO  POR  LA  ORDEN  266. 


Dominga  de  Jesús  Padrón  y  Borges.  ¡  ■ 

Amelia  Illa  y  Martínez. 
Joaquina  Espinosa  y  Morales. 

Habana,,  3  Julio  1901. 

¡ .     .  .  El  Decano y  —  '  •■ 

Dr.  G.  Casuso. 
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APÉNDICE    F. 


CTTADKO  DEMOSTRATIVO    DE   LOS    ACTOS    DE    EXÁMENES    VERIFICADOS 
BIST  EL  INSTITUTO  DE  SEGUNDA  ENSEÑANZA  DE  PINAR  DEL  ÍÍIO. 


EXAMENES  FINALES  DE  ESTUDIOS. 

)s.     Suspensos.     Desaprobados.     TOTAL. 


Enseñanza  Oficial ....       120  7       127 

Alumnos  presentados  á  examen . 33 


APÉNDICE    G. 


CUADRO  DEMOSTRATIVO  DE  LOS  ACTOS  DE  EX  AMENES 

VERIFICADOS  EN  EL  INSTITUTO  DE  2^  ENSEÑANZA  DE   LA    HABANA 
EN    EL    MES    DE    JUNIO    DE    19  01. 


EXAMENES  FINALES  DE  ESTUDIOS. 


Aprobados.     Suspensos,     Desaprobados.     TOTAL. 


251 

78 
29 

19 
17 

5  

1 
1 

271 
96 

34 

26 

26 

20 

1   ... 

21 

1 

1 

17 

5   ... 

22 

422 
Lleres., 

47 

2 
2 

471 

estudios  de  2?  ^nseñanája. 

Enseñanza  Oficial.... 

Enseñanza  Privada... 

Enseñanza  Libre 

Admisión........ , 

Estudios  de  la  Escuela  de  Comercio... 
Estudios  de  Cosmografía  y  Pilotage.. 
Estudios  de  la  Academia  de  Taquigra- 
fía y  Escritura  en  Máquina........ 


Total - 

Examen  de  Grado  de  Bachilleres 

RESUMEN. 

Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Oficial 341 

Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Privada 96 

Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Libre......... 34 

Exámenes  de  Grado  de  Bachiller..... 2 

Total , 473 

ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  i  EXAMEN. 

(Enseñanza  Oficial.) 

Estudios  de  2^  Enseñanza......................... 89 

Estudios  de  la  Escuela  de  Comercio,.........,, 14 

Enseñanza  Privada........ 58 

Enseñanza  Libre.. 15 


Total i....„...„.   176 
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APEKJMCE  H. 

CUADRO  DEMOSTRATIVO  DE  LOS  ACTOS  DE  EXÁMENES 
VERIFICADOS    EN    EL    INSTITUTO    DE    SEGUNDA    ENSEÑANZA    DE 

MATANZAS  EN  EL  MES  DE  JUNIO  DE  1901. 


EXÁMENES   FINALES  DE   ESTUDIOS. 


Enseñanza  Oficial., 
Enseñanza  Libre . . . 


Totales  .... .. 

Exámenes  interiores., 


94 
3 


Desaprobados.      TOTAL, 


22 


22 


107 


116 
3 

119 


RESUMEN. 


Exámenes  finales  de  estudio., 
Exámenes  interiores ...... 


Enseñanza  Oficial.. 
Enseñanza  Libre. .. 


Total. 


119 

103 


Total ,... 222 

ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  i  EXAMEN. 


51 
3 

54 
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APÉNDICE    I. 

cuadro  demostrativo  de  los  actos  de  exámenes 

verificados    en    el    instituto    de   segunda   enseñanza 

1>e  santa  clara 

en  el  mes  de  junio  de  1901. 


EXAMENES  FINALES   DE  ESTUDIOS. 

)s.      TOTAL. 


Enseñanza  oficial  ..►. 36  5  1  42 

Enseñanza  privada 34  1       35 


Totales 70               6  1            77 

EXAMENES    INTERIORES. 

Enseñanza  Oficia! 82 

RESUMEN.   ■ 

Exámenes  finales  de  estudios 77 

,,           interiores., 82 

Total 159 

Alumnos  presentados  á  examen 78 
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APÉNDICE    J. 

CUADEO  DEMOSTRATIVO    DE    LOS    ACTOS    DE    EXÁMENES    VEKIFICADOS 

EN  EL  INSTITUTO  DE  SEGUNDA  ENSEÑANZA 

DE  PUERTO   PRINCIPE  BN  EL   MES    DE    JUNIO    DE    1901. 


EXÁMENES   FINALES  DJS    ESTUDIOS. 

Bstüdios  de  2Í)  Enseñanza.  Aprobados.     Suspensos.  *  Desaprobados.      TOTAL. 


Enseñanza  Oficial 59  3 62 

Enseñanza  Libre....... 13       13 

Estudios  de  la  Escuela  deAgrimensura.  9 9 


Total 81  3 84- 

EXÁMENES   DE    GRADOS. 

De  Bachiller 2 

De  Agrimensores  Tasadores  de  Tierras 9 

Total 11 

RESUMEN, 


Exámenes  Finales  de  Estudios 84 

Exámenes  de  Grados 11 

Total....... ..' 95 

ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  i  EXAMEN. 

Enseñanza  Oficial... , 34 

Enseñanza  Libre..... 4 

Total......  ..............   38 
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APÉNDICE    K. 

CUADRO  DEMOSTRATIVO    DE    LOS    ACTOS    DE    EXÁMENES    VERIFICADOS 

EN  EL  INSTITUTO  DE  SEGUNDA  ENSEÑANZA 

DE  SANTIAGO  DE  CUBA  EN  EL  MES  DE  JUNIO  DE    1901. 


EXAMENES  FINALES  DE  ESTUDIOS. 

estudios  de  "a*  enseñanza.         Aprobados.     Suspensos.     Desaprobados.     TOTAL. 


Total..,.. 265 


ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  A  EXAMEN, 

Enseñanza  Oficial............... 61 

Enseñanza  Privada. 7 

Tota!,., 68 


Enseñanza  oficial 61               8       79 

Enseñanza  privada.... , 7 7 

Estudios  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrimen- 
sura  , 9       9 

Admisión ;...... 23 23 


Totales,.. 110  8       118 

Exámenes  Interiores.. , 147 

RESUMEN. 


Exámenes  Finales  de  Estudios 118 

Exámenes  Interiores 147 
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APEXDICE  L. 

CUADRO    DEMOSTRATIVO    DE    LOS    ALUMNOS    QUE    HAN  CONCURRIDO  Á 

LAS  DISTINTAS  ENSEÑANZAS  DEL  INSTITUTO  DE  MATANZAS,  DESDE 
OCTUBRE  DE  1900  Á  31  DE  MAYO  DE  1901,  EN  LAS  QUE  ESTÁN 
COMPRENDIDAS  LAS  OFICIALES  Y  LAS  ESPECIALES  COMPLETA- 
MENTE GRATUITAS,   APROBADAS  POR  EL  GOBIERNO  MILITAR. 

ALÜHSOS  INSCRIPTOS. 


De  Octubre 
de  1900 

á  Diciembre. 

De  Enero 
^  de  1901 
á  31  de  Mayo. 

TOTAL. 

i 

9 

9 

6 

64 

18 

24 
64 

128 
3 

5 
5 

133 

'5 

3 

Inscriptos  oficialmente  en  los  estudios  del 
Curso  Preparatorio . 

ídem  como  oyentes  á  los  mismos ...... 

ídem  oficialmente  en  los  Estudios  Generales 
de  Segunda  Enseñanza 

ídem  como  Oyentes  á  los  mismos. 

ídem  oficialmente  en  la  Escuela  de  Agrimen- 
sura  - .  

ídem  como  Oyentes  á  los  mismos 


CLASES  ESPECIALES 

COMPLETAMENTE    GRATUITAS 

DADAS 

POR    LOS    PROFESORES    DEL  INSTITUTO. 

Alemán 

Aritmética  Mercantil,  Teneduría  de  Libros 
y  Práctica  de  Comercio  lc?  y  2*  Sección).... 

Lenguaje....... 

Metodología  teórico-práctica 

Anatomía  y  Fisiología  comparadas..,,.... 

Taquigrafía  (l*  y  2?  Sección) 

Escritura  en  Máquina.......... ■ 

Mecánica.... 

Clases  preparatorias  para  Maestros  y  As- 
pirantes al  Magisterio...............................   .............  46  46 

POR  PROFESORES 
OBE  NO  FORMAN  PARTE  DEL  CLAUSTRO. 

Higiene  Escolar... 15  9  24 

Telegrafía  Eléctrica,  teórico-práctica...........  41  12  53 
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8 

56 

20 

11 

31 

29 

3 

32 

10 

10 

41  ' 

45 

86 

64 

20 

84 

69 

69 

48 

ALÜMSOS  INSCRIPTOS. 


De  Octubre         De  Enero 
de  1900  de  1901 

í  Diciembre,    á  3í  de  Mayo.        TOTAL. 


ENSEÑANZAS 

£>ÜE   SOSTIENE  LA   "SOCIEDAD   PROTECTORA 

DE  HUÉRFANOS   CUBANOS," 

COSTEANDO 

EL  PROFESORADO  Y  EL  MATERIAL. 

Sección  de  "Kindergarten"  (niños  de  4  á  8 
años  de  edad) 56  20  76 

ídem  de  "Bloyd"  (jóvenes  mayores  de  12 
años) .„...„„        101  56  157 

Dibujo  Natural 21       ., 21 

3  Secciones  de  "Costuras  y  Corte  de  vesti- 
dos"  , 128       ...............  1.28 

Metodología  aplicada    al    "Kindergarten" 

(Señoras  y  Señoritas)....... 26  8  34 


Total  general 810  243  1,153 

Matanzas,  31  de  Mayo  de  1901, 
Y  to.  Bno.: 
El  Director,  Bl  Secretario, 

Eduardo  Díaz.  Eduardo  Bordenaye. 
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APÉNDICE    LI. 


ESCUELA   PKOFESIONAL  .DE  PINTURA    Y    ESCULTURA    DE    LA    HABANA, 


Relación  de  los  alumnos  matriculados,  examinados  y  caliñcados 
en  el  Curso  Académico  de  1900  á  1901.  - 


' 

J3 

NOTAS. 

CÍ3 

o 

ASIGNATURAS. 

rX3 

"*42 

52 

TOTAL. 

Clases  Elementales 

425 

""as 

*  132 
62 

293 

Dibujo  Elemental 

425 
62 

Clases  Superiores 

62 

Dibujo  del  Antiguo  Griego. ........ 

Escultura 

10 

i 

4 
8 
4 

5 

14 
*"'g 

*12 

8 

6 
58 

Paisa-je 

Colorido 

Anatomía  Pictórica 

Perspectiva 

487 

70 

48 

194 

487 

Habana,  Junio  25,  1901. 


Vto.    Bno. 
El  Director, 

Miguel  Melero. 


El  Catedrático  Secretario, 
Luis  Mendoza. 
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APÉNDICE  M. 

CUADTtO  DEMOSTRATIVO    DE    LOS    ACTOS    DE    EXÁMENES    VERIFICADOS 

EN  LA  ESCUELA  DE  ARTES  Y  OFICIOS  DE  LA  HABANA, 
EN  EL  MES  DE  JUNIO    DE  1901. 


Asignaturas. 


Enseñanza  Preparatoria 

Gramática 

Geografía , . 

Aritmética... 

Geometría , 

Dibujo  (1er.  año) 

Gramática  (2?  año) 

Geografía  é  Historia 

Aritmética  y  Algebra.... 

Geometría  Aplicada.. 

Física  y  Química........... 

Geometría  Descriptiva.. 

Dibujo(2?  año).. 

Historia. 

Contabilidad  y  Economía  Indus- 
trial...................  

Complemento  de  Matemáticas.. 

Física  y  Química-Higiene  Indus- 
trial.......  

Mecánica  con  aplicaciones......... 

Geometría  Descriptiva  (2?  año) 

Dibujo  (3er.  año) , 

Mecánica  Industrial- Máquinas  de 
vapor  y  Construcción  de  Má- 
quinas  


6 
4 

4 
4 
3 
7 
2 


ENSEÑANZA  DE  NOCHE. 

Ejercicios  Escritos  y  Gramática... 

Aritmética 

Geometría 

Aritmética  y  Algebra 

Dibujo.. 


Total. 
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11 

11 

10 

8 

4 

10 

10 

4 

5 

2 

5 

2 

6 


70 


103 


4 
7 
1 
2 
1 

35 
2 
3 
7 
4 
7 
5 

10 


92 


34 
32 
20 
22 
14 
65 
21 
17 
16 
14 
15 
13 
27 
2 

2 

2 

2 
2 
2 

3 


3 
13 


361 


No  se  incluyen  en  este  Estado  los  exámenes  de  Tecnología  y  Prácticas  de 
Taller,  porque  se  efectúan  en  el  mes  de  Septiembre. 


Diplomas  expedidos  desde  el  mes  de  Octubre  próximo  pasado. 


Sr.  Francisco  Guerra  y  Estrada................  Mecánico. 

Habana,  6  de  julio  de  1901. 

Fernando  Aguado  y  Rico, 
Director. 
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■APÉNDICE  1ST. 


estadística  de  los  exámenes  de  aspirantes  á  certificados 
de  primer  grado 

para  enseñar  en  las  escuelas  publicas, 
verificados  en  febrero  de  190l 

I/Ocales.  Aspirantes.  Aprobados.    Reprobados.  Ausentes. 

Habana.. .  452  252  66  134 

Güines  .... .......... 49  24  15.  10 

Guanabacoa. -..;.... 79  44  27  8 

Totales.........  580  320  108  152 

Pinar  del  Río. 49  43  6  ..,...,..,.. 

Guanajay *.. 48  43  5  .;...•....".. 

Consolación 12  7  4  1 

Totales.. ..........  109  93  15  1 

Matanzas 149  115  11  23 

Cárdenas..... 59  49  5  ■          5 

Colón.. 34  14  7  13 

¿Macuriges 39  17  6  16 

^Dw'ión 42  25  9.8 

Totales. 323  220  38  65 

SantaCíara.. 83  42  14  27 

CienfuegOs 107  50  23  34 

■«agua '       157  73  27  57 

Trinidad 92  53 39 

Catnajuaní..... 124  74  11  39 

Totales,..,..,.....  563  292  75  196 

PUERTO  PRINCIPE. 

ler.  Distrito.. ..  63  4  53  5 

2?  Distrito 16  2  13  1 

3er.  Distrito ..... 14  1  10  3 

Totales..., 93  7  76  10 

Santiago  de  Cuba............. 108  97  2  9 

Manzanillo 55  29  17  9 

Holguín 95  60  7  28 

Totales '..  258  186  26  46 

Total  general... 1,926  1,118  338  470 
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ESTADÍSTICA  de  los  exámenes 
DE  ASPIRANTES  Á  CERTIFICADOS  DÉ  PRIMER  GRADO    PARA    ENSEÑAR 

EN  LAS  ESCUELAS  PUBLICAS,  VERIFICADOS  EN 
JUNIO    DE  1901. 

Circunscripciones.  Aspirantes.    Aprobados.     Suspensos,     Ausentes. 


Habana 

273 

162 

119 

43 

164 

40 

37 

325 

150 

109 

32 

139 

28 

32 

48   .. 
12  .. 

10  ... 

11  .. 
25  .. 
11   .. 

5   .. 

Guanabacoa  .., 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas.. 

ios 

San  Antonio  de  los  Bar 

Güines 

Batabanó 

Jaruco... 

Totales.:. 

Matanzas 

938 

195 
101 
108 
68 
140 

816 

192 
95 
94 
63 

146 

580 

67 
63 

118 
52 
154 
67 
112 
194 
.   72 

122   .. 

3  .. 
6  .. 

14  .. 
5   .. 

4  .. 

Cárdenas 

Colón 

Macuriges.......... 

Unión 

Sanctí  Spiritus 

612 

104 

84 

163 

92 

207 

82 

138 

255 

105 

1,230 

170 
19 
24 
27 
12 

32   .. 

14 

4 

2 
13 

9 

0 

1 

3 

0 

23 

Trinidad..... 

Cienfuegos 

Rodas .  

17 

43 
27 

Santa  Clara  

44 

Camajuaní  ......... 

15 

Remedios 

15 

Sagua 

Santo  Domingo  .' 

58 
33 

Puerto  Príncipe  , 

Nuevitas 

899 

164 
19 
24 
27 
12 

46 

6   ,. 

0   ... 
0   .. 
0   .. 

0   .. 

■6   .. 

13 
1 
9 
3 

;  285 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

Guanajay . 

Consolación  del  Sur.... 

252 

76 

50 

119 

10 

246 

62 

49 

109 

7 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Guane 

Totales... 

Guantánamo 

255 

55 

33 

219 

199 

275 
94 

227 

40 

20 

169 

125 

196 

40 

26 

5 
6 
12 
25 
17 
33 

'2 

10 
7 
49 
49 
62 
21 

Baracoa 

Holguín 

Manzanillo  

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Gibara » 

875. 
4,162 

590 

98 

198 

Te 

3,358 

630 

485 
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AFJEXDICE  O. 

CUADRO  DEMOSTRATIVO  DE  LA  INVERSION  DE  LOS  CRÉDITOS  CON CE- 
DIDOS PARA  ATENDER  Á  LOS  GASTOS  QUE  OCASIONE  LA  EXHIBI- 
CIÓN HECHA  POR  LA  UNIVERSIDAD;  INSTITUTOS,  ESCUELA  D& 
PINTURA  Y  ESCULTURA  Y  ESCUELA  DE  ARTES    Y  OFICIOS,   EN    LA 


Créditos  concedidos.  Cantidad  invertida. 


Universidad  de  la  Habana  y  Labora- 
torios   ...:.....  $S00  $288.72 

Escuela  de  Pintura 500  250.00 

Instituto  de  la  Habana.. 300  90.00 

Instituto  de  Pinar  del  Río 300  45.30 

Instituto  de  Matanzas 300  496.97 

Instituto  de  Santa  Clara 300  240.03 

Instituto  de  Puerto  Príncipe 300  119.69 

Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba,...,....  300  78.40 

Escuela  de  Artes  y  Oficios 500     $3,600      666.39    $2,275.50 


RESUMEN. 


Créditos  concedidos $  3,600.00 

Cantidad  invertida  .  . 2,275.50 

Saldo  á  favor  del  Tesoro $  1,  324.50 
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APÉNDICE  P. 


Relación   de  los  expedientes  tramitados   en  virtud  de  las  apela- 
ciones   INTERPUESTAS     AL    Sr.    SECRETARIO    DE    INSTRUCCIÓN    PUBLICA 

for  Maestros  de  Escuelas  Publicas  separados  ó  suspendidos  de 
sus  destinos  por  las  Juntas  de  Educación.  ■   ■•"- 


Srta.  Adela  Olatio  apeló  en  24  de  Enero  del  corriente  año  contra  acuerdo  de 
la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Bolondrón  separándola  delcargo  de  maestra 
de  una  escuela  de  Güira  de  Macuriges. 
Se  ordenó  su  reposición  en  2  de  Mayo. 

Sr.  Manuel  Raíz  Cagigas  apeló  en  1?  de  Abril  contra  acuerdo  de. la  Junta -de 
Educación  de  San  Fernando  de  Camarones  separándole  del  cargo  de 
maestro  de  la  escuela  del  Paradero  de  Camarones. 

Devuelto  el  expediente  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  para  que  lo  tramite 
en  debida  forma. 

Sr.  Manuel  Rodríguez  Artifes  apeló  en  29  de  Marzo  contra  acuerdo  de  la 
Junta  de  Educación  del  distrito  municipal  de  Puerto  Príncipe  separán- 
dolo del  cargo  de  maestro  de  una  aula  de  Tarones  en  el  poblado  de. Las 
Minas. 
En  Mayo  22  se  ordenó  fuera  repuesto  en  su  cargo. 

Srta.  Concepción  Martínez  y  Prima  apeló  en  23  de  Febrero  contra  acuerdo 
de  la  Junta  de  Educación  del  Caney  separándola  del  cargo  de  maestra 
de  una  escuela. 
En  tramitación. 

Sr.  José  Vicente  Bago  le  ha  formado  expediente  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  la 
Habana,  y  en  16  ele  Mayo  se  dispuso  se  devolviera  el  mismo  á  aquella 
Junta  para  que  lo  tramitara  en  debida  forma. 

Srta.  Clara  Luz  Cowlej  apeló  en  10  de  Abril  de  acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de 
Educación  de  Tapaste  que  la  separó  del  cargo  de  maestra  de  la  escuela 
de  niñas  de  la  localidad. 

Fué  repuesta  voluntariamente  en  dicho  cargo  por  la  Junta  de  Educa- 
ción de  San  José  de  las  Lajas. 

Sr.  Juan  Delgadilla  y  Prado  apeló  en  3  de  Mayo  último  de  acuerdo  de  la 
Junta  de  Educación  de  Regla  separándolo  del  cargo  de  maestro  de  un 
aula. 
En  27  del  propio  mes  se  ordenó  su  reposición. 

Srtas.  Juana  María  Far  y  Encarnación  García  y  Collazo  apelaron  en  23  de 
Abril  de  acuerdo  tomado  por  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Suanajay  se- 
parándolas del  cargo  de  maestras  de  la  escuela  No.  6  de  este  distrito 
escolar 
En  17  de  Junio  se  ordenó  fueran  repuestas  en  sus  cargos. 

Sr.José  Iboleón  y  Bosque  le  instruye  expediente  la  Junta  de  Educación  de 
San  Nicolás  en  el  cual  ha  dictado  acuerdo  declarándolo  cesante. 
Se  han  pedido  para  resolver,  datos  á  aquella  Junta  de  Educación, 
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Sr,  Francisco  Paisat  y  Ramos  apeló  en  3  de  Junio  contra  acuerdo  de  la 
Junta  de  Educación  de  Vereda  Nueva  que  lo  declaró  cesante  del  cargo 
de  maestro  de  la  escuela  No.  1  del  Sttbdistrito  No.  1  de  dicha  localidad. 
En  tramitación. 

Sra,  Adela  Jiménez  apeló  en  9  de  Mayo  contra  el  acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de  Edu- 
cación de  Baracoa  separándola  del  cargo  de  maestra  de  una  escuela  de 
dicha  localidad. 
En  tramitación. 

Sra.  Rosario  Chavez  con  fecha  13  de  Mayo  remitió  la  Junta  de  Educación 
de  Vueltas  el  expediente  instruido  contra  esta  maestra;  en  el  que  tomó 
acuerdo  suspendiéndola  de  empleo  y  sueldo. 

En  25  del  propio  mes  se  devolvió  el  expediente  á  la  referida  Junta 
para  que  se  sustanciara  en  debida  forma. 

Sr.  Dionisio  Jiménez  apeló  en  15  de  Junio  contra  acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de  Edu- 
cación del  distrito  municipal  de  Matanzas  separándolo  del  cargo  de 
maestro  de  una  escuela. 
En  tramitación. 

Srta.  María  Amelia  Sigler  y  Pereira  le  instruyó  expediente  la  Junta  de  Edu- 
cación de  San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas;  acordando  separarla  del  cargo  de 
maestra  de  la  escuela  N?  6  de  dicho  distrito  escolar. 
Con  fecha  4  de  Mayo  se  acordó  fuera  repuesta  en  su  cargo  de  maestra. 

Sr.  Daniel  Gispert  apeló  en  27  de  Abril  de  acuerdo  déla  Junta  de  Educación 
del  distrito  municipal  de  Pinar  del  Río. 

Se  ha  pedido  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  actas  de  las  sesiones  en  que  se 
acordó  la  separación  de  este  maestro. 

Sr  Cayetano  Bueno  le  formó  expediente  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Cama- 
juaní  en  él  acordó  aquella  declararlo  cesante  del  cargo  de  maestro  de 
una  escuela  de  dicha  localidad. 

Pendiente  del  informe  pedido  al  Superintendente  Provincial  de  Escue- 
las de  Santa  Clara. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SECRETARY  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


FOB,  THE   6  MONTHS  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31,    1901. 


OFFICE    OF    THE    SECRETARY    OF    PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION. 

Havana }  January  67  1902. 
¡Brigadier  General  Leonard  Wood, 
Military  Governor  of  Cuba. 
Sir: 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  as  follows  regarding  the  work 
of  this  Department,  dnring  the  last  six  months  of  1901,  just 
-ended. 

The  Public  School  System  in  the  Island,  being  already  or- 
ganized in  its  general  lines,  hardly  any  thing  else  was  wanted  but 
to  continue  attending  to  its  development,  without  losing  sight 
of  the  necessity  of  changing  some  of  its  features,  which  expe- 
rience has  pointed  out  as  defective. 

So  it  will  appear  from  the  brief  sketch  I  am  going  to  make  of 
what  has  occurred  in  the  several  branches  of  public  instruction. 

COMMON   SCHOOLS. 

The  only  modification  made  in  the  ' Regulations  for  Public 
Schools,'7  contained  in  Order  368,  series  of  1900,  has  been  the 
appointment  of  six  inspectors  of  schools,  one  for  each  province. 

On  August  22nd,  the  General  Superintendent  notified  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  of  the  propriety  of  appointing 
such  officials,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  recom- 
mended the  petition  to  you.  You  were  pleased  to  approve  the 
appointment  of  these  Inspectors  on  August  28th. 

By  virtue  of  said  approval  the  General  Superintendent  of 
Public  Schools  appointed,  on  September  10th,  Sr.  José  Rodrí- 
guez Yéliz,  as  Inspector  for  Pinar  del  Rio;  Sr.  Yictorio  R. 
Yentura,  for  Matanzas;  „Sr.  José  Melitón  Iznaga,  for  Santa 
Clara;  and  Sr.  Manuel  Navarrete  for  Santiago  de  Cuba.  The 
inspectors  for  Havana  and  Puerto  Principe  have  not  yet  been 
-appointed. 

The  object  of  having  these  new  functionaries  is  to  train  the 
teachers  in  the  methodic  application  of  the  Courses  of  Studies 
agreed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Superintendents  and  published  on 
May  20th  of  this  year.  Circular  No.  1,  office  of  the  Insular 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  published  on  September  9th, 
clearly  and  exactly  establishes  their  duties. 

The  courses  once  established,  the  great  work  then  to  be  done 
•by  the  Board  of  Superintendents  wTas  the  regulating  of  the 
gradation  of  classes  at  the  schools;  and  to  it  the  Superintendents 
have  earnestly  devoted  themselves  since  the  beginning  of  the 
new  school  year,  September  9th.  The  Circular  just  mentioned 
-contains  easy   and   comprenhensive   rules   for  the  guidance  of 


teachers  in  that  important  task.  The  progress  made  in  this 
matter  has  not  been  small  an<J  it  is  to  be  expected  that  in  a 
short  time  all  of  the  schools  will  be  graded,  and  the  organization 
of  primary  elementary  instruction  throughout  the  Island  will  be 
a  realized  fact. 

The  hard  task  of  selecting  from  among  the  aspirants  for 
professorships  those  proving  themselves  worthy  of  a  certificate 
of  capacity  has  been  carried  on  within  the  period  of  time  given 
by  the  orders  actually  in  force,  which  orders  set  forth  two  ses- 
sions for  the  examinations,  one  before  and  one  after  the  summer 
courses. 

At  the  first  session,  which  embraced  the  months  of  February,. 
March,  June  and  July,  the  number  of  approved  applicants  was 
4,442;  of  these  1,666  were  males  and  2,776  females.  Of  said 
number  320  belong  to  the  province  of  Pinar  del  Rio;  1,132  to 
that  of  Havana;  801  to  Matanzas;  1,159  to  Santa  Clara;  253  to 
Puerto  Principe;  and  777  to  Santiago  de  Cuba.  To  the  teachers 
approved  at  the  first  session  we  must  add  256  persons;  (168 
males  and  88  females)  to  whom  the  certificate  of  fitness  was 
granted  by  virtue  of  the  privilege  accorded  to  the  members 
constituting  the  Boards  of  Examiners. 

At  the  second  session,  which  took  place  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  the  number  of  teachers  approved  was 
1,108;  369  males  and  739  females;  of  whom  112  belong  to  Pinar 
del  Eio;  304  to  Havana;  199  to  Matanzas;  279  to  Santa  Clara;  41 
to  Puerto  Principe;  and  173  to  Santiago  de  Cuba*  To  this 
number,  225  persons  must  be  added  (140  males  and  85  females) 
to  whom  the  Board  of  Superintendents  granted  certificates  of 
fitness,  by  virtue  of  the  privilege  already  mentioned.  We  have 
now,  therefore,  in  the  Island,  6,031  individuals  (2,343  males 
and  3,688  females)  who  possess  certificates  of  first  grade. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  privilege  just  mentioned  should 
not  exist;  not  only  because  it  establishes  a  sensible  difference 
between  the  possessors  of  certificates,  as  regards  the  way  in 
which  they  were  obtained  but  because  it  encourages  one  of  the 
defects  we  should,  above  ail  things  root  but  from  among  us: 
that  of  trusting  to  influence  and  recommendations  for  what 
should  be  obtained  only  through  fitness  and  true  merit. 

As  the  whole  system  of  examinations  appears  highly  defect- 
ive, for  the  reasons  I  had  the  honor  to  adduce  in  my  former  re- 
port, it  is  intended  that  it  shall  be  radically  changed.  But 
while  this  change  is  being  carried  on,  it  is  in  all  respects  proper 
that  the  privilege  contained  in  it  should  be  withdrawn  of  grant- 
ing to  certain  persons  certificates  of  fitness  because  of  the  mere 
fact  of  their  having  been  selected  for  such  privilege. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  having  agreed  upon  a  list  of 
subjects  for  the  examination  of  aspirants  for  certificates  of  the 
second  degree,  which  list  was  published  on  May  20th  of  this 
year,  the  Board  understood  that  the  list  in  question  should 
harmonize  with  the  one  for  the  subjects  of  the  first  degree 
examinations,  bearing  in  mind  at  the  same  time,  the  courses  of 
studies  already  begun.     To  this  end,  the  Board  prepared  a  new 


series  of  subjects  much  more  extensive  than  the  one  contained 
in  the  Circular  of  November  19th,  1900,  under  which  the  former 
examinations  were  carried  on.  This  series  has  been  published 
in  Circular  No.  3  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents,  of  November 
2nd,  1901. 

In  recasting  the  general  system  for  examinations  of  teachers, 
it  will  be  best  to  abandon  the  series  of  themes  previously  set 
forth,  which  simply  constitute  a  return  to  the  programs  con- 
demned by  universal  practice  in  higher  instruction. 

The  project  presented  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools, 
to  equip  the  Island  with  a  body  of  normal  professors,  has  com- 
menced to  be  put  into  practice.  Sixty  Cuban  girls  are  now 
pursuing  the  courses  of  the  Normal  School  at  New  Paltz7  who 
were  carefully  selected  by  means  of  the  tests  of  fitness  to  which 
they  were  submitted.  Special  courses  in  Spanish  have  been 
^established  for  them. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  very  painful  to  me  to  be  obliged  to 
state  that  the  Pedagogic  Institute  of  this  City  has  been  closed 
since  September.  1st,  by  order  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Schools,  who  did  not  find  its  organization  to  be  satisfactory,  nor 
its  work  well  managed.  His  purpose  naturally,  has  not  been 
to  limit  himself  to  this  action,  but  to  bring  it  about  that  the 
establishing  of  similar  institutions  should  cease  to  be  a  function 
of  the  local  Boards,  and  be  carried  on  by  virtue  of  a  more 
extensive  organization,  so  that  its  benefits  may  be  extended  not 
only  to  the  teachers  in  a  particular  place  but  to  those  of  the 
whole  Island.  To  that  end,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  Board 
of  Superintendents,  recommending  that  the  matter  should  be 
considered  and  that  the  Board  should  charge  itself  with  the 
organization  and  management  of  these  Institutes. 

The  Board  at  its  October  meeti  ng  duly  took  this  recommendation 
into  account;  but  wishing  to  study  the  matter  thoroughly,  with 
all  the  care  its  importance  demands,  postponed  action  till  the 
regular  meeting  in  March  next,  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  it  has 
entrusted  to  Sr.  Aguayo,  Provincial  Superintendent  for  Havana, 
the  making  of  a  report  about  the  suppressed  Institute,  con- 
cerning which  he  has  the  necessary  data,  and  with  one  as  to  the 
bases  on  which  to  establish  new  pedagogic  schools. 

The  teaching  of  English  in  the  common  schools  having  been 
established  in  the  Circular  about  Courses  of  Studies,  and  it 
becoming  necessary  to  entrust  it  to  special  teachers,  the  Board 
of  Superintendents  resolved  that  aspirants  to  the  title  of 
x  'Teachers  of  English,"  should  submit  themselves  loan  exam- 
ination. Circular  No.  16  of  the  Insular  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  published  on  August  29th,  set  forth  the  rules  to  govern 
said  examining  boards,  and  the  date  on  which  the  examinations 
were  to  take  place,  fixing  it  for  October  12th. 

472  aspirants,  in  all  the  Island,  attended  this  examination. 
Of  these,  271  were  passed.  Of  this  number,  142  are  males,  and 
129  females.  The  distribution  per  province  of  these  teachers  of 
.English  is  as  follows:  9  for  Pinar  del  Bio;  119   for   Havana;  47 
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for  Matanzas;  47  for  Santa  Clara;  18  for  Puerto  Principe;   an($ 
21  for  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Summer  courses,  which  public  school  teachers  in  the  Island 
are  bound  to  attend,  were  held  this  year  under  the  management 
of  the  Provincial  Superintendents  of  Public  Schools.  Twenty 
one  schools  were  in  operation  during  the  appointed  period;  two 
in  the  province  of  Pinar  del  Bio,  one  at  the  capital  town  and 
one  at  G-uanajay;  four  in  the  province  of  Havana;  established  in 
this  City,  Cuines,  Santiago  de  las  Yegas,  and  at  Güira  de  Me- 
lena; four  in  the  province  of  Matanzas,  one  at  the  capital  city 
and  the  others  at  Colon,  Cardenas  and  Unión  de  Key  es;  seven  in 
the  province  of  Santa  Clara,  established  at  Cienfuegos,  Trinidad, 
Sancti-Spíritus,  Bemedios,  Sagua  la  Grande, Bodas,  and  Santa 
Clara;  two  in  the  province  of  Puerto  Principe,  one  at  the  city 
that  name  and  another  at  Morón;  and  three  in  the  province  of 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  which  were  opened  at  the  Capital,  Manzani- 
llo and  Holguin.  The  school  at  Güira  de  Melena  met  with  such 
poor  success  that  it  was  ordered  closed  on  July  27th. 

Ho  complete  data  have  yet  been  received  regarding  the  attend- 
ance on  these  courses.  From  what  is  known  regarding  Pinar 
del  Bio,  Havana  and  Santa' Clara,  it  appears  that  2,083  teachers 
and  85  applicants  attended  the  summer  courses  in  those  provin- 
ces, making  a  total  of  2,168  attendants.  Comparing  this  number 
with  that  corresponding  to  these  same  provinces  for  the  courses 
of  the  former  year,  a  considerable  difference  is  found,  to  the 
advantage  of  the  present  year,  as  it  results  in  an  increase  of 
480,  all  of  them  teachers  in  service.  605  teachers  attended  sum- 
mer school  in  Havana  during  the  previous  year;  805  have  at- 
tended this  summer's  course. 

The  schools  in  the  country,  with  the  exception  of  that  at 
Güira  de  Melena,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  worked  on 
without  any  obstacle  and  with  a  remarkable  pedagogic  spirit. 
This  was  not  wholly  so  as  regards  the  school  at  Havana,  wherein 
some  mischievous  influences  were  felt,  encouraged  by  a  hostile 
press.  Some  notorious  acts  of  disorder  occurred,  which  were 
promptly  repressed,  but  which  left  a  disagreable  impression. 

As  in  the  past  year,  a  lack  could  be  noticed  in  this,  if  not  of 
knowledge,  at  least  of  proper  training  for  this  kind  of  instruc- 
tion, on  the  part  of  some  of  the  lecturers.  It  is  certain  that  these 
courses  should  be  reorganized  in  such  a  way  that  the  instruc- 
tion imparted  to  the  hearers  should  cease  to  be  purely  oral.  The 
Board  of  Superintendents,  in  the  extra  session  called  for  the 
23rd  of  last  December,  had  purposed  to  carefully  consider  this 
matter. 

While  the  summer  courses  were  taking  place  in  Cuba,  seventy- 
nine  teachers,  selected  from  among  those  of  the  several  prov- 
inces, accepted  the  invitation  tendered  by  Harvard  University, 
which  gave  them  a  special  course  in  the  English,  language. 

An  event  of  the  last  six  months  worthy  of  mention  has  been  the 
opening  in  Havana  of  the  great  central  school,  <¿Luz  y  Caballe- 
ro,77 established  through  the  initiative  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Schools  at  the  one- time  £¿San  Ambrosio  Hospital.'7    The 


"building  having  been  utterly  transformed,  it  is  indeed  a  model 
school,  even  in  its  least  details.  Being  established  in  one  of  the 
poorest  wards  of  the  city,  it  will  not  be  long  before  its  be- 
neficent influence  on  the  habits  of  the  people  of  that  district 
will  be  felt.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  at  this  school  is 
1,513,  and  the  discipine  observed  has  been  very  satisfactory. 
The  number  of  class  rooms  in  the  School  is  thirty-six.  This 
first  trial  of  a  public  school  on  a  scale  large  enough  to  answer 
the  peremptory  needs  of  a  considerable  urban  population  has 
been,  up  to  date,  a  happy  one,  and  is  full  of  great  promise. 

The  establishing  of  this  School,  so  perfectly  fitted  out,  has 
made  possible  the  first  steps  in  the  implanting  of  two  in- 
novations of  great  utility,  which  will  be  extended  to  all  of  the 
publics  schools  of  the  Island.  I  refer  to  the  establishing  of  the 
Kindergarten  and  of  the  Sloyd.  The  school  c  'Luz  y  Caballero7  7 
not  only  possesses  thern  already,  but  is  preparing  male  and 
female  teachers  to  spread  throughout  the  country  these  valuable 
methods  of  instruction  for  childhood.  31  children  are  now  at- 
tending the  Kindergarten  at  this  school;  and  730  are  practicing 
manual  training.  Another  kindergarten  has  been  established  at 
public  school  No.  8,  and  38  children  are  in  actual  attendance 
in  it. 

The  great  problem,  of  moral  education  through  the  school, 
which  rightly  oversways  at  present  all  other  pedagogic  problems, 
has  inspired  a  really  American  invention,  the  School  City.  Its 
author,  Mr.  Wilson  L.  Gill,  was  called  by  you  to  this  Island, 
and  has  devoted  himself  with  the  greatest  earnestness  to 
implanting  in  our  public  schools  the  organization  to  which  he 
gave  so  suitable  a  name.  The  controlling  idea  in  his  system  is 
to  wake  up  in  the  children  the  consciousnness  of  solidarity,  a 
fundament  of  all  true  morality,  by  the  exercise,  in  small  scale, 
of  the  principal  functions  which  constitute  civic  life.  Despite 
the  great  difficulties  which  this  idea  had  to  meet,  in  a  medium 
so  poorly  prepared  as  ours,  Mr.  Gill  has  laid  the  foundations  of 
the  work  with  a  constancy  worthy  of  all  praise.  Fifty  school 
cities  have  been  established  in  Havana;  forty  six  in  as  many 
other  schools,  and  four  at  the  school  uLuz  y  Caballero.' ? 

This  system  is  also  in  operation  at  Cienfuegos,  and  according 
to  information  from  the  Provincial  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  with  undoubted  success.  The  President  of  the  School 
Council  has  introduced  some  additions,  to  the  system  there,  such 
as  the  Postal  Service,  and  two  more  functionaries,  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Officer  and  the  Superintendent  of  Parks.  According 
to  said  Superintendent,  the  postal  service  is  very  well  organized. 
The  Central  Office  is  at  the  office  of  the*  School  Council  and  there 
is  a  mail  box  at  each  school  city.  The  classes  over,  the  letter- 
carriers  proceed  to  gather  up  the  correspondence  and  take  it  to 
the  Central  Office,  where  it  is  distributed.  Plants  and  flowers 
already  abound  at  several  of  the  school  cities,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Parks.  These  additions  are 
certainly  commendable,  as  they  show  how  well  the  spirit  of 
Mr.  Gill's  system  has  been  understood  at  Cienfuegos. 


In  Havana,  the  best  results  from  the  system,  up  to  date,  have 
been  obtained  at  the  girls'  schools,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  it  will  give  as  beneficial  results  at  the  boys'  schools. 
Mr.  Gill  intends  to  extend  this  organization  to  the  Institutes. 
It  is  already  employed  at  the  Institute  of  Matanzas. 

There  are  fourteen  school  cities  at  Santa  Clara,  seven  of  girls 
and  seven  of  boys.  The  system  has  also  been  favorably  received 
there.  A  great  festival  took  place  in  that  city  on  December 
22nd;  at  which  the  Ayuntamiento  of  Santa  Clara  presented  over 
its  colors  to  each  schoool  city. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  of  Public  Instruction  held  two 
sessions  during  the  last  six  months;  the  regular  session  in 
October,  which  lasted  thirteen  days,  from  the  seventh  to  the  nine- 
teenth and  a  extra  session  which  commenced  on  December  23rd. 
The  principal  object  of  this  extra  session  was  to  treat  about  the 
reorganization  of  the  Summer  Schools,  to  which  I  have  already 
referred. 

A  matter  which  deserved  the  special  attention  of  the  Super- 
intendents of  Public  Schools  was  that  of  the  text  books;  which 
has  also  been  the  subject  of  two  important  circulars  from  the 
€ommissioner   of  Public  Schools  Circular   No.  35,  of  August 
15th,    and   Circular  No.  37,   of  the  28th  of  that  some  month. 
These  point  out  to  the  Boards  of  Education  the  text  books  they 
may  use,  according  to  the  grades  existing  at  the  schools;  and 
commence  to  fix  the  books  which  the  teachers  should  possess,  to 
/orm  their  library  for   study  and   consultation.     The  Insular 
.Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  in  his  turn,  informed  the 
;-sehvOol  teachers,  through  his  circular   of  September  12th,  that 
¡the  Lise  of  inadequate  text  books,  and  the  failure  to  follow  the 
;Stu<ik>s  agreed  upon  by  the  Board,  would  be  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  1a unfitness  and  incapacity  of  the  teacher. 

All  ik  ^  has  ^een  herein  stated  pertains  chiefiy  to  the   techni- 
cal direct  J on    of  tne  schools.      The    work    performed  in    the 
-administen  lve  branch   during  these  last  six  months  has  been 
carried  on     with  a  zeal  equal  to  that  of  the  former  half-year 
;  terms. 

As  Article  ?®  of  the  Regulations  for  Public  Schools  gives 
notice  that  «c^iii  rac^s  between  Boards  of  Education  and  school 
teachers  should  m>  ^  last  over  a  year  ^e  Board  should,  before  the 
begining  of  the  new  term,  renew  their  contracts  and  select  the 
teachers  to  Ukeeh^  vSe  of  tne  school-rooms  in  their  districts. 
Mindful,  above  all  tnat  a  true  spirit  of  equity  should  rule  in 
the  relations  between  \h  e  Boards  of  Education  and  their  subord- 
inates, and  equally  ben/'  on  keeping  in  their  places  all  of  the 
teachers  who  should  hav^  *  sufficiently  proved  their  aptness  to 
teach  and  their  acquaintance  ^  wirh  the  new  school  organization, 
your  Secretary  thought  it  cot,  lenient  to  address  a  circular  to 
the  Boards,  recommending  tlr*1*  great  care  be  exercised  in  the 
selection  of  teachers,  so  that  the  qualifications  above  referred  to 
should  be  taken  into  account,  a.nd  not  tne  political  opinions, 
;  ties  of  friendship  or  of  kindred  of  aPPlicants:  and  this  he  did 
<,  on  August  13th  past. 
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As  was  to  be  expected,  the  Boards  had,  in-  several  instaiieesv 
to  dismiss  some  of  the  teachers;  and  this  gave  sufficient  ground 
for  a  great  clamor,  accusing  the  Boards  of  partiality;  and  some 
papers  even  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  Law  had  unin- 
tentionally placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  powers  that  they 
•did  not  know  how  to  use. 

The  matter  deserved  to  be  considered;  since  it  is  important  to 
know  exactly  what  sort  of  work  those  local  commitees  (who 
have  perfect  understanding  in  such  an  important  affair  as  the 
«election  of  teachers  for  their  children)  in  their  freedom  of  action 
desire  to  give. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  thought  that  a  careful 
investigation  should  be  made  in  all  of  the  cases  where  well  based 
charges  were  brought;  and  to  this  end  he  appointed,  on  August 
21st,  committees  composed  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools  of  each  province,  and  Messrs.  Pedro  Modesto  Hernández 
and  Arturo  E.  Diaz,  to  hear  all  interested  parties,  and  to 
«carefully  study  the  proofs  they  should  adduce.  The  result 
¡has  been  highly  satisfactory,  as  it  has  shown  how  few  are  the 
Boards  of  Education  who  have  abused  the  powers  the  Law 
had  granted  them;  and  that  the  G-overnment  was  not  mistaken 
in  expecting  that  the  well  understood  benefit  to  the  common- 
wealth, in  a  matter  wherein  judgment  is  easy  and  the  incentive 
to  prudence  great,  would  suffice  to  guide  the  representatives  of 
the  communities. 

According  to  the  report  imparted  to  me,  it  became  necessary 
vto  visit  only  the  Boards  of  Education  of  Bejucal,  Santa  Maria 
del  feosario,  San  Nicolás,  Jovellanos,  Carlos  Bojas,  Remedios 
and  Quemado  de  Güines.  Regarding  this  last  Board,  the 
complaints  entered  were  not  only  without  any  ground  what- 
ever,1 but  its  assiduity  and  care  in  carrying  out  its  duty  deserved 
the  compliments  of  the  Board  of  Inspection.  At  Carlos  Rojas, 
some  of  the  contracts  had  to  be  annulled.  In  the  other  five 
cases,  it  became  necessary  to  repair  some  wrongs  done  by  the 
"Boards  through  negligence  or  partiality,  and  to  apply  more  or 
less  severe  punishments  to  some  of  their  members.  With  regard 
to  the  Board  of  Education  of  Bejucal,  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Schools  asked  you  to  have  it  dismissed,  leaving  in  em- 
ployment only  one  of  the  directors  of  its  sub-districts.  He  also 
asked  that  the  Presidents  of  the  Boards  of  Education  of  Santa 
Maria  del  Rosario,  San  Nicolás,  and  Jovellanos,  should  be 
dismissed.  The  Board  of  Education  of  Remedios  was  severely 
admonished. 

These  isolated  cases  do  not  prove  anything  against  the  system, 
which  is,  on  the  contrary,  approved  by  the  behavior  of  almost 
all  of  the  Boards  of  Education  of  the  Island. 

There  is  a  close  connection  between  this  matter  and  what 
happened  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Regla.  Having  personally 
visited  its  schools,  you  found  them  in  such  a  condition  of  dis- 
order and  abandonment  that  you  ordered  the  dismissal  of  the 
whole  Board  of  Education,  and  charged  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Schools  with  their  reorganization.     This  he   did  shortly 
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after 5  but  in  the  work  lie  met  with  the  grave  obstacle  of  not 
finding  adequate  buildings  for  all  of  the  schools  previously 
existing  there.  As  on  the  other  hand,  the  attendance  of  pupils 
was  rather  small,  he  thought  it  better  to  reduce  the  number  of 
school-rooms,  establishing  the  remaining  ones  in  better  and 
larger  buildings.  Thus  the  number  of  children  in  Begla  who 
received  instruction  was  not  reduced,  and  the  instruction  is 
given  in  places  more  hygienic  and  better  suited  for  school 
purposes.  But,  from  the  suppressing  of  the  school-rooms  resulted 
the  dismissal  of  the  teachers  in  charge,  and  the  annulling  of 
their  contracts  with  the  Board  of  Education,  with  no  fault 
whatever  on  their  side.  This  has  placed  the  teachers  dismissed 
in  a  condition  to  which  I  must  call  your  attention,  as  they  have, 
in  reality,  been  punished  for  a  fault  committed  by  the  Board  of 
Education  alone. 

In  my  former  report  I  made  reference  to  the  school  census 
which,  by  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  was 
made  in  March  last  by  the  Boards  '  of  Education;  but  I  could 
present  complete  data  only  on  the  census  for  the  Gity  of  Havana. 
This  work  was  completed  despite  the  difficulties  offered  by  the 
inexperience  of  those  called  to  carry  it  on,  and  by  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  rural  population  over  very  extensive  and  hardly  ac- 
cessible areas.  The  census  results  therefore  are  much  more 
complete  in  what  refers  to  the  urban  centres,  than  in  what  refers 
to  the  rural  subdistricts.  Never  the  less,  it  has  been  a  com- 
mendable effort,  and  the  first  step  in  the  way  to  complete  our 
information  on  a  matter  which  is  of  absolute  necessity  to ,  all 
school  authorities. 

From  said  data  it  follows  that  there  are,  in  Cuba,  275,811 
white  children  from  6  to  18  years  of  age  and  120, 623  colored 
children.  Dividing  them  according  to  age,  we  have  93,570  from 
6  to  8  years  of  age;  214,840  from  9  to  L4;  51,831  from  15  to  16; 
and  36, 193  from  1 7  to  18.  The  total  number  of  children  is  396, 434; 
of  whom  204,011  are  males,  and  192,423  females.  As  the  general 
census  for  the  Island,  made  in  1899,  shows  the  total  number  of 
children  and  young  persons,  from  .6  to  17  years  of  age,  to  be 
552,928,  the  considerable  difference  (of  156,494  children)  to  be 
observed  between  the  two  censuses  makes  evident  the  errors  in 
that  made  by  the  Boards  of  Education.  The  number  of  118,580 
children  assigned  by  the  school  census  to  the  urban  districts; 
deserves  greater  confidence  than  that  of  27 7, 854  which  it  assigns 
to  the  rural  districts;  but  it  is  evident  that  both  of  them  offer 
large  possibilities  of  error. 

The  statistical  data  regarding  the  matriculation  of  pupils  at 
common  schools;  which  the  teachers  furnish  every  month,  show 
a  successive  increase  from  the  month  of  September,  when  the 
new  school  year  commenced,  up  to  that  of  November,  the  last 
month  covered  by  the  data  received  at  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Schools.  During  September  the  matriculation 
was  136,410,  and  the  increase  in  November  brought  it  up  to 
157,988.  Attendance  at  school  has  also  augmented,  as  the  average 
for  September  was  73%,  and  that  for  November  75%. 
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The  data  for  the  actual  year  have  gained  in  accuracy,  not  only 
because  the  teachers  are  now  more  familiar  with  statistical 
forms,  but  because  the  reason  which  could  have  induced  them 
to  falsely  augment  the  figures  for  matriculation  or  attendance 
has  disappeared. 

The  number  of  school-rooms  opened  during  the  month  of 
September  was  3,498;  that  of  school-houses,  1,831.  The  number 
of  teachers  reached  3,533;  which  number  is  divided  as  follows: 
male  teachers,  1,431;  female  teachers,  2,102.  Among  both  sexes 
there  are  118  colored  teachers.  The  largest  number  of  school 
teachers  are  comprized  between  the  ages  of  20  and  40;  the 
number  being  2,286. 

During  this  whole  year  constant  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  matter  of  equipping  public  schools  with  special  buildings. 
I  have  already  made  reference  to  the  remarkable  school  building 
possessed  by  Havana  in  the  one  time  "San  Ambrosio  Hospital."' 
This  building,  besides  its  thirty  three  rooms  for  general  classes, 
and  its  special  rooms  for  kindergarten,  manual  training  and 
drawing,  has  two  gymnasiums,  one  for  boys  and  another  for 
girls,  with  baths  adjoining,  and  seventeen  other  rooms  devoted 
to  library,  laboratory,  warehouses,  professors7  halls  and  Prin- 
cipal7 s  office,  and  two  large  play-grounds. 

Matanzas,  within  a  short  while,  will  possess,  in  its  old  jail,  a 
model  school,  with  beautiful  gardens  outside  and  one  within; 
nine  school-rooms;  departments  for  kindergarten  and  manual 
training,  and  rooms  for  the  employees,  and  a  library. 

At  Oienfuegos,  the  orphan  asylum  is  being  transformed  into 
a  splendid  school  building,  to  contain  twenty  nine  school-rooms, 
departments  for  kindergarten  and  manual  training,  gymnasiums 
with  baths,  and  all  other  accessories  common  to  such  an  establish- 
ment. 

Among  the  towns  already  possessing  school  houses,  I  must 
mention  Santa  Clara  where  two  of  the  public  buildings  have 
already  been  converted  into  good  schools,  as  well  as  another 
excellent  building  generously  donated  for  that  purpose  by  Sra. 
Marta  Abreu  de  Esté  vez.  According  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Schools,  Santa  Clara  is  better  provided  with  school 
buildings,  than  any  other  town  in  the  Island.  Güines  possesses 
a  good  school  building,  with  thirteen  school- rooms  in  what  was 
the  military  barracks.  Santiago  de  las  Vegas  has  a  school  with 
seven  school-rooms  all  newly  fitted  up,  in  a  building  donated  by 
the  Ayuntamiento.  Ciego  de  Avila  has  seen  its  old  military 
barracks  changed  into  a  beautiful  school  with  twelve  school- 
rooms. Pinar  del  Bio  has  also  changed  a  portion  of  the  former 
cavalry  barracks  into  a  splendid  school,  of  twelve  school-rooms, 
with  other  additional  private  rooms.  At  the  Isle  of  Pines,  the 
military  barracks  has  been  repaired  in  order  to  transform  it  into 
a  school.  The  same  thing  has  been  done  at  San  Juan  de  los 
Yeras,  and  at  Colón.  The  model  school  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  of 
which  I  have  spoken  in  my  former  report,  is  now  almost  finished, 
and  will  be  one  of  the  handsomest  buildings  of  its  kind. 

Not  only  have  the  buildings  already  existing  been  transfer- 
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,ed  and  repaired,  but  new  ones  have  been,  and  are  now  being 
constructed,  at  the  places  mentioned  below.  At  Güira  de  Me- 
lena, one  in  the  town  and  two  in  the  country;  at  la  Salud,  one 
in  the  town;  at  Pinar  del  Bio,  seven  in  the  country;  one  at 
Palacios.  One  also,  respectively,  at  Palmira,  San  Fernando  de 
Camarones,  and  Morón.  At  Guanajay  the  construction  of  three 
schools  will  shortly  begin. 

At  the  same  time  important  repairs  have  been  carried  on  to 
accomodate  private  residences  to  the  needs  of  a  school  house,  at 
Alquízar,  Songo,  Tunas  de  Bayamo,  and  Cobre.  Two  houses 
have  been  repaired  at  Holguin. 

The  total  number  of  school  houses  constructed  or  in  construc- 
tion during  this  year,  amount  to  59.  The  impulse,  as  may  be 
,seen,  is  given,  and  with  complete  success. 

The  Boards  of  Education  do  not  as  yet  seem  to  have  understood 
the  importance  of  having  their  regulations  ready  framed,  so 
-that  the  teachers  engaged  by  them  should  clearly  know  the 
«extent  of  their  obligations.  Thus  it  is  that,  although  your 
Secretary  has  urged  them  to  fulfill  this  requirement  of  the 
« Organic  Law,  up  to  date  only  seventeen  of  the  Boards  of  Ed- 
ucation have  forwarded  their  regulations  to  him,  among  them 
the  suppressed  Board  of  Eegla. 

I  must  not  put  an  end  to  this  report,  in  so  for  as  it  refers  to 
public  schools,  without  touching  on  some  general  matters,  in- 
dependent as  to  their  technical  direction  and  administration, 
but  of  interest  for  the  better  conduct  of  these. 

By  the  side  of  the  public  school  is  the  private  school,  which 
tends  to  fill  up  the  gap  the  first  one  may  leave.  The  mutual 
influence  of  these  two  institutions  is  beyond  question.  The  more 
the  Government  perfects  its  schools,  the  more  do  private  schools 
improve,  as  these  would  otherwise  find  themselves  abandoned; 
and  vice  versa;  these  last  may  serve  as  a  stimulus  to  official 
action.  It  is,  therefore,  of  great  public  interest  that  private 
schools  should  possess  all  of  the  conditions  which  teaching  today 
demands  in  order  to  be  fruitful.  But  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
up  to  what  point  the  Government  should  intervene,  to  oblige 
the  principals  of  these  schools  to  improve  them.  The  necessities 
of  the  public  health  justify  official  interference  in  whatsoever 
refers  to  the  sanitary  conditions  to  be  possessed  by  the  school 
buildings;  and  in  special  cases  the  Government  could  even 
require  the  teachers  of  such  schools  to  possess  professional 
titles. 

To  go  any  further  would  be  to  invade  the  rights  of  profes- 
sional liberty,  and  in  many  cases  the  Government  might  stumble 
against  very  grave  difficulties,  such  as  in  the  case  of  the  sectarian 
schools.  Attending  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Provincial  Super- 
intendents, the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  has  proposed 
that  some  measures  should  be  taken,  in  the  sense  I  have  pointed 
out;  and  as  such  measures  are  now  pending,  I  have  thought  it 
convenient  to  call  your  attention  to  this  important  matter, 

T$o  less  important  is  the  matter  of  punishments  imposed  on 
parents,  tutors,   or  persons  in  charge  of  children,  who  do  not 
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fulfill  their  duty  in  obliging  said  minors  to  attend  school.  These 
punishments  consist  of  a  fine  or  imprisonment. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  asked  that  the  amount 
imposed  as  a  fine  be  reduced,  as  the  sum  is  really  excessive. 
For  my  part,  I  have  the  honor  of  calling  your  attention  to  the 
grave  danger  of  having  negligent  parents  suffer  imprisonment 
in  common  jails.  Spanish  Law  directed  that  the  Ayuntamien- 
tos should  have  adequate  places  wherein  to  lock  up  persons 
guilty  of  misdemeanor $  and  the  carrying  out  of  this  enactment 
would  suffice  to  avoid  the  evil  I  point  out. 

The  bitter  feelings  which  have  characterized  the  electoral 
period  through  which  we  are  now  passing,  moved  me  to  address 
myself  to  the  Boards  of  Education,  recommending  the  respect 
they  should  show  to  teachers  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights  as 
electors.  To  this  end,  I  addressed  to  them,  on  November  29th, 
the  circular  I  transcribe  below,  so  that  you  may  become  ac- 
quainted with  my  earnest  desire  to  try  to  have  all  those  exercis- 
ing any  authority  whatever  in  this  Department  proceed  with 
impartiality.     The  Circular  referred  to  reads  as  follows: 

"  Order  109,  of  April  22nd  of  this  year,  was  published  es- 
pecially to  guarantee  the  liberty  and  independence  of  teachers 
in  the  free  exercise  of  their  civic  rights.  It  is  very  satisfactory 
to  me  to  state  here  that  in  but  very  few  instances  the  dispositions 
of  said  Order  had  to  be  applied  to  amend  wrongs  wrought  by 
political  passion  or  interest.  But  having  come  to  a  new  elec- 
toral period,  which  deeply  stirs  the  country,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Boards  to  the  strict  obligation 
they  owe,  to  respect  the  rights  of  a  teacher  in  his  capacity  as 
an  elector.  For  the  very  reason  that  he  is  required  to  keep 
away  from  any  close  engagement  in  the  political  struggle,  which 
might  divert  his  attention  from  his  school  work,  so  important 
to  the  social  welfare,  he  ought  to  be  granted  the  greatest  respect 
as  a  citizen.  School  authorities  are  the  ones  specially  called  on 
to  watch  over  the  good  name  of  the  professorate;  and  they 
ought  not  to  exercise,  nor  consent  to  the  exercise  of,  any 
coercion  whatsoever  of  its  members. 

"If  they  do  so  behave  as  I  fully  expect  they  will,  the  Boards, 
of  Education  shall  have  added  one  more  important  service  to 
the  many  they  have  already  rendered  in  behalf  of  their  noble 
work  for  the  social  regeneration  of  Cuba." 

For  his  own  part,  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  in 
order  to  show  that  teachers  in  service  should  keep  from  enga- 
ging in  any  apparent  and  direct  way  in  the  political  campaign, 
which  would  oblige  them  to  neglect  their  school  duties,  directed 
that  proceedings  be  instituted  against  one  teacher  for  having 
formed  part  of  a  Board  of  Begistration;  and  he  so  notified  the 
Boards  of  Education  in  his  Circular  No.  5,  of  November  25th. 
Few  have  been  the  instances  in  which  acts  of  that  kind  had 
to  be  punished. 

Sixty  one  applicants,  who  considered  themselves  unjustly 
treated  by  the  examiners,  appealed  to  the  Board  of  Appeals 
appointed   on   March   6th  of  this  year,  but  the  Board  had  to. 
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dismiss  their  appeals  in  some  instances  because  they  did  not 
come  within  the  cases  set  forth  by  the  law,  and  in  others  because 
the  same  applicants  had  appeared  anew  for  examination  during 
the  following   convocations. 

By  virtue  of  Order  109,  of  April  22nd,  I  have  received  eight- 
een judicial  processes  for  dismissal  of  teachers,  proposed  by  the 
Boards  of  Education.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  submit  to 
you  a  brief  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Section  of  Legislation  and 
Statistics,  wherein  said  cases  are  enumerated  and  the  action 
taken  in  each  case  set  forth. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  record  in  this  report  the  re- 
sults obtained  by  the  exhibit  of  the  Cuban  School  at  Buffalo. 

Despite  the  short  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  for 
Organization  (in  what  refers  to  common  schools)  and  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  (in  what  refers  to  the  University,  Institut- 
es, and  Professional  Schools)  their  efforts  met  with  the  greatest 
success.  Cuba  has  been  able  to  prove  the  earnest  desire  with 
which  it  has  devoted  itself  to  the  changing  of  ifcs  system  of  public 
instruction,  in  all  of  its  degrees;  and  the  testimonials  gathered 
by  the  Special  Commissioner,  Sr.  Francisco  P.  Machado,  fully 
show  how  much  the  work  presented  was  appreciated,  and  how 
much  credit  our  country  has  obtained  in  this  way.  Of  the 
thousands  of  experts  who  visited  the  Cuban  exhibit,  few  could 
hide  the  surprise  it  caused  them;  and  many  expressed  their 
most  enthusiastic  praise  for  the  progress  which  our  exhibit 
revealed.  Seventeen  prizes  were  awarded  us  in  the  branch  of 
primary  instruction,  distributed  as  follows:  Four  gold  medals, 
one  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Schools,  and  the  others  to  the 
School  Districts  of  Matanzas,  Cienfuegos  and  Sagua  la  Grande; 
five  silver  medals,  distributed  among  the  School  Districts  of 
Havana,  Santa  Clara,  Sancti-Spiritus  and  Manzanillo,  and  to 
School  Eo.  48  of  this  City;  and  eight  brass  medals,  which  were 
awarded  to  the  School  Districts  of  Trinidad,  Regla,  San  Anto- 
nio de  las  Yegas,  Bainoa,  and  Candelaria,  and  to  Schools  l$Tos. 
21,  22  and  30,  of  Havana. 

Wishing  to  associate  the  country  more  and  more  with  the 
great  work  of  its  regeneration  through  the  schools,  your  Secre- 
tary has  thought  it  well  to  provide  that  the  Boards  of  Edu- 
cation should  promote  the  establishing  of  permanent  Boards  of 
Ladies,  to  obtain  clothing  and  shoes  for  poor  children  attending 
the  schools,  To  this  end,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  Christmas 
festivities,  at  which  collections  were  made  for  that  object,  I  ad- 
dressed a  circular  to  said  Boards  on  December  26th. 

As  a  sign  of  the  interest  which  is  being  shown  in  matters 
relating  to  popular  education,  I  must  mention  here  that  at 
Havana,  Palmira,  Sancti-Spiritus,  Puerto  Principe,  Holguin 
and  Santiago  de  Cuba,  special  newspapers  are  published,  of 
which  a  list  is  herewith  included. 

Teachers'  associations,  similar  to  the  one  existing  in  Havana 
under  the  name  of  u Asociación  de  Maestros  de  la  Isla  de  Cuba," 
are  also  commencing  to  increase  in  number.  Sr.  Diaz,  Provin- 
cial Superintendent  for  Santa   Clara,    has  established   some   of 
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them  in  his  province,  specially  devoted  to  mutual  instruction. 

The  only  change  among  the  officials  of  this  Department  of 
which  I  need  inform  you  is  that  of  the  Provincial  Superinten- 
dent for  Santa  Clara. 

The  Insular  Superintendent  having  notified  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Schools  of  certain  grave  infringements  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Superintendent  of  the  orders  in  force,  in  the  matter  of 
the  points  obtained  in  the  examinations  by  some  of  the  ap- 
plicants, the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  imparted  the  fact 
to  me,  and  I  ordered  a  judicial  examination  to  be  made,  first 
by  himself  and  afterwards  by  a  special  Judge  of  Instruction. 
On  account  of  the  seriousness  of  the  charges  against  the  said 
Proxincial  Superintendent,  I  directed,  on  October  2nd,  that  he 
should  be  suspended  from  office  and  his  salary  stopped,  and  the 
charges  having  been  afterwards  proved  I  asked  you  to  authorize 
me  to  declare  him  discharged.  Having  obtained  the  desired 
authority,  I  ordered  his  dismissal  on  November  7th;  and  ap- 
pointed in  his  place  the  substitute  ad  interim,  Sr.  Arturo  11. 
Díaz.  The  Provincial  Superintendent  thus  dismissed  has  taken 
an  appeal  against  the  sentence  and  is  bitterly  contesting  the  case. 

COLLEGIATE    INSTITUTES. 

The  data  remitted  since  my  last  report  by  the  Directors  of 
the  Provincial  Institutes  show  that  the  zeal  of  their  professors 
has  not  diminished;  and  it  is  very  pleasant  for  me  to  state  here 
that  the  data  received  from  the  Institute  of  Santiago  de  Cuba 
are  far  more  satisfactory  than  the  former  ones.  That  Institute 
is  called  to  a  great  future;  and  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  it  has 
obtained  the  patronage  and  confidence  of  the  parents  there,  as 
its  matriculation  is  far  superior  to  that  of  the  other  institutes, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Institute  of  Havana. 

In  order  that  their  professors  should  not  lose  sight  of  the 
practical  character  they  should  give  to  their  instruction,  and 
bearing  in  mind  especially  the  importance  of  living  languages 
for  modern  men,  on  December  7th  I  addressed  a  circular  to  the 
Directors  of  Institutes,  pointing  out  the  method  to  be  followed  in. 
their  courses  by  the  professors  of  English  and  French,  so  as  to 
duly  carry  out  the  designs  of  Order  267,  series  1900,  which 
reorganized  the  Collegiate  Institute  Courses  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba. 

I  have  devoted  particular  care  to  the  examination  of  the 
investment  of  the  sums  allotted  for  the  keeping  and  renewing  of 
the  scientific  material  of  the  Institutes  without  having  been 
obliged,  up  to  date,  to  disapprove  of  but  one  item,  designed  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Institute  of  Santa  Clara.  It 
seemed  to  me  insuitable,  above  all  in  the  acquisition  of  a  large 
number  of  works  of  fiction  which  do  not  commend  themselves 
for  -their  literary  merit.  I  gave  notice  of  that  matter  to  the 
Auditor  of  Cuba. 

During  these  six  months  the  Institutes  have  met  the  needs  of 
this  service  out  of  the  estimated   allotment,   excepting  an  extra 


1ft 

appropriation  of  $1,378.71  granted  to  the  Institute  of  Matanza^ 
for  the  payment  of  Customs  duties  and  Port  charges,  and  the 
expenses  for  freight  and  insurance  of  the  scientific  material 
imported; 

I  shall;  later  on,  mention  the  allotments  granted  to  the 
Schools  of  Surveying. 

As  Order  260  requires  a  student  to  be  at  least  fourteen  year» 
old  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  the  studies  of  the  Collegiate 
Institutes,  or  to  be  specially  authorized  in  case  of  not  having 
attained  said  age,  I  judged  it  wise  to  rule,  as  an  indispensable 
requisite  for  obtaining  such  authority,  that  the  aspirant  should 
be  fully  thirteen  years  old,  and  prove  that  he  has  gone  through 
the  studies  of  the  preparatory  course  with  exceptional  assiduity 
and  profit.  This  I  did  by  order  dated  September  7th,  and  to  this 
standard  the  granting  of  the  desired  authority  must  conform. 
Bearing  in  mind  that  the  object  of  setting  forth  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  as  the  legal  age  for  admittance  to  the  higher 
studies  is  to  procure  the  necessary  preparation  of  the  students, 
through  complete  primary  instruction,  it  became  necessary  to> 
avoid  the  danger  that  what  is  to  be  a  concession  for  exceptional 
cases  should  be  converted  into  an  easy  way  of  evading  the  law. 

Closely  related  to  this  matter  of  admission,  is  the  establishing 
of  Preparatory  Courses  at  the  Institutes.  As  I  had  the  honor 
to  inform  you  in  my  former  report,  it  would  be  well  to  continues 
this  plan  for  two  or  three  years  more,  so  as  to  give  time  for  the 
organization  at  our  public  schools  of  the  higher  courses  of  pri- 
mary instruction. 

On  December  12th,  at  the  Institute  of  Havana,  the  public 
lectures  established  therein  by  initiative  of  its  director  were 
inaugurated.  The  lectures  given,  up  to  date,  have  been  entrust- 
ed to  the  professors  of  the  University,  Doctors  José  A.  Gonzá- 
lez Lanuza,  Juan  Guiteras  and  Arístides  Agüero.  They  have 
brought  out  a  large  attendance  of  students  and  of  the  public  in, 
general,  and  very   fruitful  results  are  to  be  expected  from  them. 

As  may  be  seen  from  the  statistical  tables  I  include  herewith,, 
the  result  of  the  examinations,  regular  as  well  as  extraordinary, 
for  the  six  Institutes  has  been  satisfactory.  We  must  not  forget 
that  the  iorin  of  these  examinations  has  been  utterly  changed. 
Despite  this  fact  the  proportion  between  the  tests  temporarily 
or  definitively  disapproved,  and  those  approved,  does  not  seem 
to  be  a  high  one.  At  Pinar  del  Bio,  it  is  6.8% ;  at  Havana, 
16.9%;  at  Matanzas,  17.6%;  at  Santa  Clara,  17.4%;  at  Puerto 
Principe,  5.7%;  and  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  6.5%.  Even  sup- 
posing that  some  leniency  has  been  used  at  Pinar  del  Pío, 
Puerto  Principe  and  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  taking  the  highest 
percentage,  which  is  that  of  Santa  Clara,  it  may  be  seen  that 
the  students  have  been  able  to  master  the  difficulties  of  the 
written  examination. 

The  number  of  Bachelors  degrees  granted  at  the  six  Institutes 
has  been  49. 

The  result  of  the  official  matriculation  at  the  Institutes  con- 
tinues to  be  satisfactory.  It  has  increased  11.7%  with  reference- 
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to  the  former  year;  the  attraction  of  the  Institutes;  as  compared 
with  incorporated  colleges,  is  increasing;  and  the  attendance  on 
the  preparatory  coarse  is  kept  up  to  a  good  level. 

The  total  number  of  students  matriculated  during  this  year  is 
823;  but  deducting  71  (who  belong  to  the  School  of  Stenography 
and  Typewriting)  the  number  in  attendance  at  the  Collegiate 
Institutes  and  schools  annexed  is  still  752,  against  673  for  the 
past  year.  The  incorporated  colleges  of  Havana  show  a  total 
number  of  91  students,  against  205  of  the  Institute.  At  Santa 
Clara,  there  are  19  students  at  the  private  colleges,  against  80 
at  the  Institute;  and  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  there  are  6,  against 
101  at  the  Institute.  No  report  has  yet  been  received  from 
Matanzas  that  there  are  any  students  at  private  colleges:  but, 
on  the  other  hand  53  do  actually  attend  the  Institute, as  students 
in  the  higher  classes.  110  students  are  this  year  matriculated 
in  the  preparatory  course,  to  which  number  27  must  be  added 
who  are  students  in  the  Institute  of  Matanzas,  as  they  have  the 
right  to  be  examined  as  free  students.  From  all  the  data  gath- 
ered to  date,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  students  taking 
courses  this  year  at  the  Collegiate  Institutes,  officially  as  well  as 
privately,  amount  to  928,  against  890  during  the  former  course. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  officials  have  tried  to  break  up 
the  bad  habit  that  former  students  at  our  Institutes  had,  of  not 
attending  classes,  is  producing  an  excellent  result.  The  average 
of  attendance  at  any  of  the  Institutes  does  not  fall  below  75  % ; 
at  Pinar  del  Bio,  Paerto  Principe  and  Santiago  de  Cuba,  it  is 
80%;  at  Matanzas,  it  rises  to  85%. 

At  the  Buffalo  Exposition  the  Institute  of  Matanzas  obtained 
a  silver  medal  for  its  collection  of  Natural  History.  The  In- 
stitute of  Santa  Clara  obtained  a  brass  medal  for  its  collection  of 
Natural  History,  and  a  diploma  for  its  exhibit  of  wood  and 
minerals. 

SCHOOLS   ANNEXED   TO   THE   INSTITUTES. 

In  order  that  the  teaching  at  the  School  of  Commerce  of  the 
Institute  of  Havana  should  more  and  more  acquire  the  practical 
character  it  needs,  on  September  23rd  I  directed  that  the  Profes- 
sor of  Class  U~DV  should,  with  the  students  of  said  class,  make 
periodical  visits  to  the  Custom-House  and  large  warehouses, 
where  they  may  become  familiar  at  first  hand  with  our  most 
important  mercantile  operations. 

With  the  present  academic  course  coincided  the  opening  of 
the  School  of  Surveying  annexed  to  the  Institute  of  Pinar  del 
Pío,  because  it  had  complied  with  the  conditions  imposed  on  it, 
and  had  presented  thirty  seven  students  as  matriculates. 

An  allotment  of  $641.75  was  granted  this  School  on  November 
27th,  for  the  purchase  of  scientific  material.  On  January  21st 
an  allotment  of  $635.75  was  granted  to  the  School  of  Surveying 
of  Puerto  Principe  for  the  some  purpose,  from  which  it  appears 
that  $1,227.50,  during  the  whole  year,  was  invested  in  that 
manner. 
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The  result^  in  these  Schools,  answers  to  what  was  to  have  been 
expected  from  them,  because  of  the  fitness  of  their  studies  in 
our  provinces.  Their  matriculation  has  increased  remarkably 
during  this  year,  as  it  has  risen  to  82  students,  against  38  during 
the  former  course. 

In  the  last  examinations,  sixteen  students  obtained  the  title 
of  Land  Surveyor  and  Land  Appraiser. 

The  free  classes  of  popular  instruction,  established  at  the  In- 
stitute of  Matanzas,  continue  to  draw  a  large  number  of  students. 
The  enrollment  this  year  reaches  the  remarkable  number  of  569. 

THE    UNIVERSITY. 

According  to  what  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  my  two 
former  reports,  the  grouping  of  chairs  of  the  School  of  Medicine 
had  to  be  remade,  so  as  to  harmonize  with  the  rest  of  the  plan 
for  university  instruction. 

This  reform  was  carried  out  by  the  establishing  of  two  new 
groups,  Nos.  12  and  13:  by  which  there  were  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  full  Professors  two  Assistant  Professors  who  were  serving 
fixed  chairs,  that  is,  who  were  performing  the  duties  that  ap- 
pertain to  such  full  professorships.  The  condition  of  said 
professors  was  anomalous,  not  only  in  that  respect,  but  because 
they  had  no  opportunity  for  a  possible  promotion  as  the  other 
Assistant  Professors  had,  and  their  salaries,  notwithstanding, 
were  the  same  as  theirs.  That  is  to  say,  on  them  were  imposed 
all  of  the  duties  of  a  full  Professor  without  any  of  his  advantages. 
Order  209,  of  September  30th,  put  an  end  to  that  irregular 
state  of  things. 

But  not  even  thus  was  the  list  of  groups  of  that  School  freed 
from  the  heaping  up  in  one  single  group  of  assistant  professors 
with  the  greatest  diversity  of  names,-  and,  what  is  more  singular 
still,  from  the  qaeer  distribution  of  the  classes,  the  sameprofes- 
sor  being  assigned  to  diverse  groups.  In  such  wise  was  that 
list  of  groups  prepared  by  the  School  of  Medicine,  that  it  seemed 
designed  to  disturb  the  whole  scheme  for  the  reorganization  of 
the  University. 

Wishing  to  put  an  end  to  this  disagreement  between  the 
structure  of  the  School  of  Medicine  and  that  of  the  other  Schools 
of  the  University,  which  disagreement  was  a  danger  to  the  good 
conduct  of  the  school,  I  asked  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and 
Pharmacy  to  submit  to  me  a  project  of  reform;  and  with  this 
project  in  hand,  and  with  no  other  motive  but  to  better  suit  it 
to  the  general  organization  of  the  other  instruction,  I  framed 
the  new  table  of  groups  which  you  were  pleased  to  approve, and 
which  is  the  object  of  Order  233,  of  October  29th.  The  new 
table  works  exceedingly  well,  not  only  in  what  refers  to  the 
distribution  of  subjects,  but  in  what  refers  to  the  relation  of  the 
Assistant  Professor  of  each  group  to  its  full  Professor. 

The  authority  granted  to  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Phar- 
macy in  March,  to  entrust  to  the  Assistant  Professors,  at  the 
request  of  the  full  Professor,  the  teaching  of  some  of  the  courses 
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or  half  courses  belonging  to  the  latter,  may  in  certain  cases  ex- 
pedite the  work  in  studies  that  cover  a  large  field;  and  for  this 
reason,  and  because  of  its  having  been  applied  with  the  approv- 
al of  the  Faculty  and  without  injuring  any  right  whatever,  I 
thought  best  to  continue  it;  and  so  it  has  been  directed  in  the 
Order  to  which  I  have  just  referred. 

By  petition  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  the  way  in  which  the 
exercises  must  be  carried  through,  to  obtain  the  degree  of 
Doctor  in  that  school,  has  been  likewise  changed. 

Order  266,  series  of  1900,  by  which  the  University  was  reorgan- 
ized, establishes  the  necessary  studies  to  be  pursued  to  obtain 
the  title  of  Expert  in  Chemical  Agriculture.  In  order  to  give 
more  breadth  to  the  School  of  Agriculture,  within  the  present 
conditions  of  the  University,  I  proposed  to  you  the  introduction 
in  Chair  UB"  of  that  School,  of  a  course  of  Phytotechnics,  by 
which  this  chair  was  subdivided  into  three  courses,  the  other 
two  being  Agriculture  and  Zootechnics;  and  to  authorize  its  • 
students  to  obtain  the  degree  of  Agricultural  Engineer, provided 
they  should  study  (at  the  other  Schools  of  the  University) 
besides  the  matters  required  to  become  an  expert,  courses  of 
Political  Economy,  Hydromechanics,  Materials  for  Construction, 
Strength  of  Materials  and  Graphic  Statistics,  and  should  prove, 
through  examinations,  that  they  have  studied  the  following 
matters:  Rural  Constructions,  Rural  Economy  and  Agricultural 
Calculation,  Eura'l  Legislation  and  Plans  and  Projects.  You 
were  pleased  to  approve  this  project,  and  to  legalize  it  in  Order 
216,  of  October  11th. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  the  reform  of  the  Collegiate  Institutes  is 
so  recent,  and  that  at  least  three  years  must  |>ass  before  any 
students  may  leave  the  Institutes  completely  prepared  for 
professional  instruction;  and,  at  the  same  time  the  desirability 
of  expediting  the  admission  to  the  School  of  Engineers,  Elec- 
tricians and  Architects,  of  all  those  possessing  the  necessary 
knowledge,  even  though  they  may  not  have  taken  all  of  the  col- 
legiate courses;  I  asked  authority  to  grant,  for  such  period  of 
three  years,  the  admission  to  the  School  of  all  those  who  were 
not  Bachelors,  but  who  should  prove,  through  examination, 
that  they  possessed  sufficient  knowledge  in  Mechanical  Drawing, 
Practical  Arithmetic,  Algebra  up  to  biquadratic  equations, 
Geometry,  Eectilinear  Trigonometry,  Physics,  Chemistry  and 
Mineralogy.  This  concession  had  been  earnestly  asked  of  me, 
and  since  you  were  pleased  to  authorize  me  to  do  it,  I  issued 
the  order  on  October  7th. 

To  that  same  end  I  resolved,  on  the  17th  of  that  month,  that 
the  title  of  Land  Surveyor,  granted  by  the  suppressed  Profes- 
sional School,  should  serve  (as  the  title  of  Bachelor)  for  admis- 
sion to  the  School  of  Engineers,  Electricians'  and  Architects, 
during  the  said  period  of  three  years.  And  so  also  I  resolved 
with  regard  to  the  titles  granted  during  that  period  of  time  by 
the  Provincial  Institutes  whiehhave  annexed  schools  of  Land 
Surveying. 

I  have  introduced  in  said  School  of  Engineers,    Electricians 
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and  Architects  some  slight  reforms,  which  will  contribute  to 
the  benefit  of  this  instruction  and  make  easy  the  preliminary 
studies  without  injury  to  the  convenient  extension  of  those 
branches  among  its  students.  For  said  reason  in  accord  with 
the  respective  professors,  I  have  limited  to  Inorganic  Chemistry 
the  study  of  Chemistry  demanded  for  civil  engineers  and; 
architects;  and  to  Inorganic  Chemistry  and  Chemical  Analysis 
the  study  of  Chemistry  required  for  engineers  and  electricians.. 
At  the  same  time,  I  ordered  that  the  professor  of  civil  con- 
structions should  give  to  his  students  some  special  lessons  on 
sanitary  construction,  and  the  professor  of  architecture/  lessons- 
on  hygienic  building,  in  order  to  supply  the  general  course  in. 
hygiene  to  the  students  of  the  School  of  Engineers,  Electricians- 
and  Architects.  Those  changes  are  contained  in  my  orders  of 
November  8th  and  25th. 

The  appointment  and  advancement  of  the  laboratories  estab- 
lished or  reformed  in  the  University  has  continued  to  be  a 
matter  of  special  care.  All  of  their  wants  have  been  provided 
out  of  the  extensive  allowance  granted  for  their  scientific  ma- 
terial. Only  the  School  of  Engineers,  Electricians  and  Archi- 
tects needs  still  to  complete  its  teaching  stock;  but  this  will  not 
become  possible  until  said  School  be  transferred  to  a  more^ 
suitable  location. 

The  anthropological  museum  and  laboratory  have  been  in- 
stalled in  the  upper  story  of  the  Provincial  Institute,  for  want 
of  room  at  the  University.  The  skill  and  diligence  of  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Anthropology,  Dr.  Luis  Montane,  in  the  performance 
of  that  useful  commission,  is  worthy  of  praise.  Despite  its  having 
been  opened  only  a  few  months  ago,  and  despite  the  smallness 
of  the  extra  allowance  granted  to  it,  the  museum  is  perfectly 
provided  for  the  general  teaching  of  Anthropology,  and  is 
peculiary  interesting  in  what  refers  to  Cuban  ethnography,  not 
only  of  the  pre-Columbian  period,  but  that  which  follows  up  to 
our  own  time.     The  laboratory  is  perfectly  supplied. 

Special  mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  skill  and  thor- 
oughness with  which  the  Professor  of  Physics  of  the  School  of 
Sciences,  Dr.  Plácido  Biosca  y  Yifíolas,  has  proceeded  in  in- 
vesting the  allowance  made  for  the  enriching  of  his  cabinet. 
Nothing  there  is  to  be  desired,  on  account  of  the  completeness 
and  excellence  of  its  apparatus. 

As  it  became  necessary  to  place  the  Professor  of  Agriculture 
in  a  position  to  make  his  teaching  practical,  and  on  account  of 
the  difficulties  he  had  met  with  in  finding  adequate  ground  for 
experiments  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  City,  I  authorized  himr 
on  October  7th,  to  dispose  of  a  portion  of  the  Botanic  Garden 
of  the  University.  He  began  at  once  the  necessary  work,  and 
is  now  going  on  with  experiments  of  great  value  in  planting  and 
germination.  At  the  same  time,  the  portion  of  the  garden  still 
devoted  to  its  first  use,  and  which  had  been  utterly  abandoned, 
has  been  completely  restored  and  conveniently  sowed.  The 
Professor  of  Botany  is  already  giving  his  classes  there. 

I  must  also  state  that  the  special   library   of  the   Faculty   of 
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Letters  and  Science  has  been  .enriched  in  such  away  that  it 
really  answers  the  purpose  of  its  creation;  and  the  increase  has 
been  skilfully  made.  It  consists  of  very  near  five  hundred 
volumes. 

By  the  statistical  data  herewith  included,  it  may  be  seen  that 
the  students  of  the  University  have  passed  from  the  oral  to  the 
written  examinations  in  a  commendable  way.  The  proportion 
between  those  who  passed  and  those  who  failed  in  the  tests  is 
still  lower  than  that  of  the  Institutes.  In  the  faculty  of  Letters 
and  Science  it  has  been  9.7  % ;  in  that  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy, 
14.3%;  and  in  the  faculty  of  Law,  1.1%.  This  last  percentage 
is,  indeed,  so  excessively  low  that  it  seems  to  indicate  too  much 
leniency  in  the  examiners,  or  some  imperfection  in  the  mechan- 
ism of#  the  examination.  :      . 

The  general  matriculation  of  the  University,  for  the  present 
course,  is  slightly  lower  than  that  of  the  former  course,  576  stu- 
dents against  662.  But  if  we  take  into  account  the  increase  in 
the  matriculation  of  the  Institutes,  which  are  the  preparatory 
schools  for  the  University,  no  advantage  whatever  results  in 
favor  of  the  former  course  in  the  total  number  of  students 
matriculated  in  the  higher  Institution. 

The  small  fluctuation  that  occurred  at  the  University  need 
not  surprise  any  one.  It  always  happens,  more  or  less,  from 
one  year  to  another.  Periods  of  at  least  five  regular  years  should 
be  taken  to  appreciate  whether  the  movement  is  one  of  advance- 
ment or  of  retrogression.  We  must  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  complete  reform  of  the  Collegiate 
Institutes  will  for  some  time  delay  the  influx  of  students  to  the 
University,  since  in  order  to  be  admitted  it  becomes  necessary 
to  hold  the  title  of  Bachelor,  which  is,  at  present,  a  great  deal 
harder  to  obtain.  Neither  are  the  economical  conditions  of  the 
country  favorable  to  any  greater  increase  in  the  matriculations 
than  the  one  obtained  for  the  two.'  terms  following  the  reform. 
Families  of  moderate  wealth,  who  are  the  ones  to  afford  the 
greatest  contingent,  suffer  greatly  because  of  the  standstill  of 
business.  A  sufficient  proof  of  this  is  found  in  the  continuous 
demands  Í  receive  to  delay  the  payment  of  the  matriculation 
fees,  or  to  allow  such  payment  to  be  made  after  the  regular  time 
of  payment  shall  have  passed. 

louring  the  past  term  the  Rector  has  conferred  one  hundred 
and  twenty  degrees  of  Doctor,  or  its  equivalents,  in  the  different 
Faculties.  Of  these,  eleven  belong  to  the  School  of  Letters  and 
Philosophy;  one  to  that  of  Pedagogy;  two  to  the  School  of 
Science;  seven,  to  that  of  Engineers,  Electricians  and  Architects; 
forty-six  to  that  of  Medicine;  twenty-five  to  that  of  Pharmacy; 
fiifteen  to  that  of  Civil  Law;  four  to  the  School  of  Public  Law; 
and  nine  have  been  for  incorporated  foreign  titles. 

Of  the  three  fellowships  granted  by  the  new  University  Law, 
for  students  distinguished  in  each  one  of  the  three  Faculties, 
two  have  been  already  provided  for.  The  one  corresponding 
to  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  was  bestowed  on 
November  13th  upon  Dr.  Angel  A.  Aballí  y  Arellano;  and  on 


December  13th.  the  one  corresponding  to  the  Faculty  of  Law, 
upon  Dr.  José  Hevia  y  Fernández. 

The  same  reasons  which  moved  me  to  commend  to  the  Boards 
of  Education  the  line  of  conduct  they  should  follow,  in  order 
not  to  impair  the  rights  of  teachers  as  electors,  moved  me  to 
address  to  the  Bector  of  the  University,  on  December  4th,  the 
official  letter  I  shall  hereunder  transcribe;  and  it  seemed  even 
more  necessary  than  the  circular  regarding  common  school 
teachers,  as  the  personal  position  of  a  professor  allows  him 
more  direct  participation  in  the  political  conflicts.  It  reads 
as  follows: 

"The  duties  of  the  professors  to  the  University  are  not 
reduced  to  the  exact  carrying  on  of  their  labors  as  teachers;  for 
the  University  is  not  to  be  a  mere  group  of  schools,  but 
should,  besides,  be  a  high  moral  entity,  a  school  of  civics  as 
well  as  a  federation  of  professional  schools.  Professors  and 
students  are  members  of  a  great  association,  destined  not  only 
to  prepare  for  useful  professions,  but  to  afford  a  constant  exam- 
ple of  wholesome  and  ennobling  social  virtues.  The  first  are 
naturally  the  ones  to  show  the  way  to  the  second  and  to  prove  in 
their  every  action  that  they  are  fully  penetrated  by  the  noble 
sentiment  of  solidarity  which  binds  them  to  the  great  uni- 
versity corporation. 

u  During  this  hard  period  of  our  collective  life,  when  overflow- 
ing passions  are  deeply  stirred,  and  when  the  strongest  links- 
of  social  discipline  seem  almost  ready  to  break  asunder,  it 
becomes  very  important  for  the  professors  of  the  University 
of  Havana  to  bear  in  mind  what  they  owe  to  their  high  position. 
They  are  citizens  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  professors;  but 
in  exercising  their  civic  rights  they  should  not  lose  sight  of 
obligations  oí  a  far  superior  order,  imposed  on  them  by  their 
arduous  duties  as  mentors  of  that  youth  which  is  preparing 
itself  to  assume  control  of  our  society. 

u~No  hindrance  whatever  to  freely  sharing  in  the  electoral 
struggle  will  be  put  on  the  professors  of  the  University,  by  any 
authority  in  this  Department;  but  it  becomes  their  duty  to  place 
always  their  character  as  professor,  with  all  of  the  obligations 
derived  from  it,  above  the  enticements  of  party  interest.  It  is 
not  becoming  for  a  professor  to  be  converted  into  a  public 
agitator;  and  still  less,  to  become  the  mark  for  insulting  out- 
cries. 

uIt  seems  a  hard  task  to  trace  the  dividing  line  between  the 
rights  of  a  citizen  and  the  duties  of  a  professor,  but  it  will  not 
prove  to  be  so  if  we  bear  in  mind  that  whatever  the  professor 
may  gain  in  the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  will  contribute  to 
the  good  name  of  the  University,  the  public  duty  of  which  is 
not  less  exalted  than  that  of  any  other  organism  in  the  body 
politic.  * 

tkI  expect,  Sir,  that  these  considerations,  inspired  by  the 
most  lively  interest  in  the  University  and  in  the  country,  will 
be  taken  as  a  standard  by  the  professors  during  the  present 
•electoral  contest. ?; 


23 

At  the  same  time  I  addressed  this  letter,  in  the  form  of  a 
circular,  to  the  Directors  of  the  Institutes-,  its  spirit  and  senti- 
ments being  equally  applicable  to  the  professors  of  the  Col- 
legiate Institutes. 

In  my  former  report  I  informed  you  that  I  had  appointed  a 
committee,  with  full  power,  to  proceed  to  investigate  the  irreg- 
ularities which  had  been  committed  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine 
and  Pharmacy,  in  paying  their  wages  to  certain  professors, 
contrary  to  the  enactment  of  Order  266,  series  of  1900.  After  a 
scrupulous  inquiry,  the  Committee  informed  me,  on  September 
24th,  that,  from  the  investigation  carried  on  it  appeared  that 
four  of  the  professors  of  the  School  of  Medicine  and  two  of  the 
School  of  Dental  Surgery  had  received,  during  some  months, 
sums  in  excess  of  that  they  had  a  right  to  receive,  according  to 
the  just  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  the  above  mentioned 
Order ;  but  that,  outside  of  the  obligation  they  had  to  reimburse 
the  public  treasury  for  the  excess  they  had  received,  no  other 
charge  remained  against  them,  íjiey  having  proved  that  they 
had  not  proceeded  with  any  bad  faith  or  intent  to  defraud. 
Said  excess  amounted  to  $640.53. 

In  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Commitee,  on  the  28th 
of  said  month  I  ordered  that  the  professors  referred  to  should 
make  the  restitution;  and  on  December  13th  I  was  informed  by 
the  Sector  of  the  University  that  this  had  been  done  by  every 
one  of  them. 

In  obedience  to  an  order  of  yours,  oni  August  17th,  I  directed 
that  the  different  institutions  of  learning  and  the  several  offices 
depending  on  this  Department,  should  respectively  appoint  an 
officer  to  take  charge  of  the  investment  of  the  material  they 
might  acquire,  and  who  should  be  responsible  for  it. 

In  order  that  the  people  may  be  able  to  appreciate  exactly 
what  the  Higher  Education  costs  the  Treasury  of  Cuba;  on 
August  8th,  I  directed  the  publication  in  the  "Gazette77  of 
tables  showing  the  incomes  received  from  matriculation  fees, 
examination  fees,  and  degrees  and  incorporation  of  foreign 
titles  at  the  University,  Institutes,  and  annexed  Schools.  From 
these  tables  it  appears  that,  during  the  term  of  1900-1901,  the 
University  collected  $33,531.75;  and  the  Institutes,  $19,069.50, 
which  was  divided  as  follows:the  Institute  of  Havana,  $6,849.50; 
that  of  Pinar  del  Bio,  $1,389.00;  that  of  Matanzas,  $2,412.50; 
that  of  Santa  Clara,  $2,947.50;  that  of  Puerto  Principe, 
$1,845.50;  and  the  Institute  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  $3,625.50. 
The  total  sum  collected  for  such  payments  was  $54,601.25 
which  must  be  deducted  from  the  sum  estimated  for  the  main- 
tenance of  said  institutions. 

At  the  Pan-American  Exposition  the  University  obtained 
two  prizes;  a  gold  medal  for  its  collection  of  reports  and  theses, 
and  a  silver  medal  to  the  professor  of  Chemistry,  Dr.  Carlos 
Theyes,  for  the  preparations  made  by  his  students. 

As  the  Eector  of  the  University  must  grant  the  titles  determin- 
ed in  Order  430,  series  of  1900,  to  those  verifying  the  incor- 
poration  of  foreign   titles  before   the   boards  in   operation  at 
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Puerto  Príncipe  and  Santiago  de  Cuba;  on  August  13th,  after 
consultation  with  the  Rector,  I  dictated  the  rules  by  which  not 
only  the  examining  boards,  but  the  University,  should  have  to 
be  guided  in  their  procedures  to  certify  such  incorporation. 

In  order  that  the  ' L  Board  of  Inspectors  for  the  University  " 
might  freely  proceed  to  carry  on  their  important  work,  I  urged 
it  to  frame  its  regulations  in  accordance  with  the  explanations 
contained  in  the  communication  addressed  by  me  to  its  Presi- 
dent, and  to  which  I  made  reference  in  my  former  report.  This 
was  done  by  said  Board;  and  on  November  12th  I  approved  the 
regulations  it  submitted  to  me,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
included. 

But  few  changes  have  taken  place  among  the  professors  of  the 
University  and  Institutes;  and  almost  all  of  them  have  been 
caused  by  the  regretable  death  of  some  professors.  The 
University  has  lost  Dr.  José  Eafael  Montalvo,  on  June  21st; 
Dr.  Nicolás  Heredia,  on  July  12th,  and  Dr.  Federico  Horstman, 
on  September  7th.  As  the  last  two  were  full  professors,  they 
were  replaced  by  the  respective  Assistant  Professors. 

The  School  of  Commerce  of  Havana  lost,  on  April  7th, 
Professor  Manuel  Yillanova;  and  the  Institute  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba  lost,  on  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  Professor  Luis 
Garriga  Prieto.  Dr.  Juan  B.  Michelena,  a  professor  of  the 
Institute  of  Pinar  del  Rio,  died  on  December  14th.  The  va- 
cancies left  by  them  have  been  filled  by  contest  or  competition, 
according  to  the  cases.  The  chair  of  Dr.  Michelena  is  still 
vacant. 

The  professor  of  the  Institute  of  Santa  Clara,  Angel  Haza  y 
Yaldés,  resigned  his  chair  on  the  15th  of  October. 

SCHOOL   OF   PAINTING   AND   SOULPTUBE   OF   HAVANA. 

In  order  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  this  useful  institution 
constantly  and  immediately,  on  July  the  first  I  charged  the  As- 
sistant Secretary  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  Esteban  Borrero 
Echeverría,  with  its  technical  and  administrative  inspection. 

Some  improvements  have  been  introduced  in  the  arrangement 
of  its  classes.  You.  were  pleased  to  approve  the  project  I  had 
submitted  for  the  construction  of  two  studios  on  the  roof  of  the 
building  now  occupied  by  the  School,  and  this  important  in- 
novation must  become  a  positive  advantage  to  its  teaching. 

Its  matriculations  continue  to  be  as  high  as  for  the  former 
term.  It  amounts  to  481  students;  of  whom  418  attend  its 
elementary,  and  63  the  advanced  studies.  Of  these  267  are  males, 
and  214  are  females. 

The  furniture  in  the  School  has  been  renewed;  and  they  are 
already  using  the  new  models  ordered  from  Paris. 

On  September  5th  I  obtained  from  you  an  increase  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  material  of  %  120  per  year. 

Since  the  begining  of  this  term,  the  class  in  sculpture  is  in 
charge  of  Sr.  Eamiro  Trigueros,  a  distinguished  student  from 
the  School  of  Valencia,  and  pensioned  at  Eome. 
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SCHOOL   OF   ABTS   AND   TRADES. 

The  spirit  which  animates  this  beneficent  institution  does  not 
in  any  way  fail.  It  is  very  pleasant  for  me  to  state  here,  that 
the  exhibition  of  their  work  at  Buffalo  has  been  a  triumph  for 
Cuba.  It  obtained  a  gold  medal;  and  according  to  what  has 
been  stated  by  Sr.  Machado,  the  jury  who  granted  it  expresed 
the  opinion  uthat  it  was  one  of  the  best  deserved  premiums 
among  those  granted  at  the  Exposition.77 

Its  matriculations  continue  to  increase.  For  the  present  term 
it  amounts  to  371  students,  against  322  for  the  past  one.  Of 
these,  269  receive  instruction  during  the  day  time,  and  102  at 
night. 

The  splendid  building  which  is  being  constructed  for  its 
classes  and  museums  will  be  finished  shortly  and  it  will  become 
a  fair  testimonial  of  the  interest  you  have  taken  for  the  instruc- 
tion and  moral  advancement  of  our  working  classes. 

As  you  will  see  by  all  that  precedes,  Sir,  those  entrusted  by 
you  with  the  remodeling  of  public  instruction  in  Cuba  have 
continued  their  difficult'  task  with  the  same  zeal  with  which 
they  commenced  it.  The  Administration  has  curtailed  neither 
its  good  will  nor  the  resources  to  carry  it  forward  with  success. 
What  is  yet  to  be  done  depends,  now,  less  on  the  impulse  the 
Government  may  continue  to  give  it,  than  on  the  intelligent 
cooperation  of  the  Cuban  people,  in  whose  service  and  for  whose 
welfare  this  great  work  has  been  undertaken . 

Respectfully, 

Enrique  José  Yarona, 

Secretary  of  Public  Instruction. 
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SEOEETAEIA  DE  INSTRUCCIÓN  PUBLICA. 

Habana,  6  de  Enero  de  1902». 
Brigadier  General  Leonardo  Wood, 
Gobernador  Militar  de  Cuba. 
SMok: 

Tengo  el  honor  de  informar  á  Y.  de  los  trabajos  llevados  á  ca- 
bo en  este  Departamento,  durante  el  semestre  que  acaba  de  ter- 
minar. 

Organizada  ya,  en  sus  líneas  generales,  la  instrucción  pública 
en  la  Isla,  apenas  si  ha  habido  necesidad  de  otra  cosa  que  de 
seguir  impulsando  su  desarrollo;  sin  perder  de  vista  la  conve- 
niencia de  retocar  ligeramente  algunas  partes,  que  la  experien- 
cia ha  señalado  como  defectuosas. 

Así  resultará  comprobado  por  la  rápida  reseña  que  voy  á  ha- 
cer de  lo  ocurrido  en  los  distintos  ramos  de  la  enseñanza  oficial, 

ESCUELAS  PÚBLICAS. 

La  única  modificación  que  ha  experimentado  el  Reglamento 
para  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  contenido  en  la  Orden  No.  368  de  la 
serie  de  1900,  ha  sido  el  establecimiento  de  seis  inspectores  pe- 
dagógicos, uno  para  cada  provincia. 

En  22  de  Agosto  el  Sr.  Superintendente  General  hizo  presen- 
te al  Sr.  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  la  conveniencia  de  establecer 
esos  funcionarios  de  carácter  técnico;  y  el  Sr.  Comisionado  re- 
comendó á  Y.  la  solicitud.  Usted  se  sirvió  aprobar  el  nombra- 
miento de  esos  inspectores  en  28  de  Agosto. 

En  virtud  de  esta  aprobación,  el  Sr.  Superintendente  General 
nombró  en  10  de  Septiembre  al  Sr.  José  Rodríguez  Veliz,  para 
inspector  de  Pinar  del  Río,  ai  Sr.  Yietorio  R.  Yentura,  para 
Matanzas,  al  Sr.  José  Melitón  Iznaga  para  Santa  Clara  y  ai  Sr. 
Manuel  Navarrete  para  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Los  inspectores  pa- 
ra la  Habana  y  Puerto  Príncipe  no  han  sido  designados  todavía. 

El  objeto  de  estos  nuevos  funcionarios  es  facilitar  á  los  maes- 
tros la  aplicación  metódica  de  los  Cursos  de  Estudios  acordados 
por  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  y  publicadas  en  20  de  Mayo 
de  este  año.  La  Circular  N?  1  del  Superintendente  de  Escuelas, 
publicada  el  9  de  Septiembre,  fija  con  claridad  y  precisión  sus 
atribuciones. 

Una  vez  establecidos  los  cursos,  el  gran  trabajo  que  se  impo- 
nía á  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  era  el  de  dirigir  la  gradua- 
€ión  de  las  clases  en  las  escuelas;  y  á  él  han  estado  dedicados. 
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con  empeño  los  Superintendentes,  desde  que  comenzó  el  nuevo 
año  escolar  el  9  de  Septiembre.  La  circular  que  acabo  de  men- 
cionar contiene  reglas  fáciles  y  comprensivas  para  guiar  á  los 
maestros  en  esa  importante  tarea.  No  es  poco  lo  que  se  ha  ade- 
lantado á  este  respecto;  y  cabe  esperar  que  en  breve  todas  las 
escuelas  estarán  graduadas;  y  será  por  tanto  un  hecho  realizado 
la  organización  de  la  enseñanza  primaria  elemental  en  toda  la 
Isla.  Con  satisfacción  debo  registrar  este  resultado,  que  tanto 
dice  en  pro  de  cuantos  intervienen  en  la  dirección  y  vigilancia 
de  nuestras  escuelas  públicas. 

La  obra  difícil  de  elegir  entre  los  aspirantes  al  magisterio  los 
-que  resultan  merecedores  del  certificado  de  aptitud  ha  continua- 
do en  los  períodos  marcados  por  las  disposiciones  vigentes,  las 
cuales   señalan  dos  sesiones  para  los  exámenes,  una  anterior  y 
otra  posterior  á  los  cursos  de  verano. 

En  la  primera  sesión,  que  comprendió  los  meses  de  Febrero 
Marzo,  Junio  y  Julio,  el  número  de  examinandos  aprobados  fué 
de  4,442;  de  ellos  1,666  hombres  y  2.776  mujeres.  De  éstos 
corresponden  á  la  provincia  de  Pinar  del  Eío  320;  á  la  de  la 
Habana  1,132;  á  la  de  Matanzas  801;  á  la  de  Santa  Clara  1,159; 
á  la  de  Puerto-Príncipe,  253;  y  á  la  de  Santiago  de  Cuba,  777. 
A  esos  maestros  aprobados  en  la  primera  sesión  hay  que  añadir 
256  calificadores,  168  hombres  y  88  mujeres,  á  quienes  se  expi- 
dió el  certificado  de  aptitud,  en  virtud  del  privilegio  que  se 
concedió  á  los  miembros  de  los  tribunales  de  examen. 

En  la  segunda  sesión,  que  ha  tenido  lugar  en  los  meses  de 
Agosto  y  Septiembre,  el  número  de  aprobados  ha  sido  el  de 
1,108;  369  hombres  y  739  mujeres;  de  los  cuales  corresponden 
112  á  Pinar  del  Eío,  304  á  la  Habana,  199  á  Matanzas,  279  á 
Santa  Clara,  41  á  Puerto  Príncipe,  y  173  á  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
A  esta  cifra  se  agregan  225  calificadores  de  los  últimos  exáme- 
nes, 140  hombres  y  85  mujeres,  á  quienes  la  Junta  de  Superin- 
tendentes ha  expedido  certificado  de  aptitud,  en  razón  del  pri- 
vilegio á  que  he  aludido.  De  modo  que  hoy  existen  en  la  Isla 
6,031  individuos,  2,343  hombres  y  3,688  mujeres,  que  poseen  el 
certificado  de  primer  grado. 

La  práctica  ha  demostrado  que  el  privilegio  á  que  acabo  de 
referirme  no  debe  subsistir;  no  sólo  porque  establece  una  dife- 
rencia sensible  entre  los  poseedores  del  certificado,  en  cuanto  á 
la  manera  de  obtenerlo,  sino  porque  fomenta  uno  de  los  defec- 
tos que  más  importa  extirpar  entre  nosotros,  el  de  fiar  á  las 
influencias  y  recomendaciones  lo  que  debe  obtenerse  por  la  ap- 
titud y  los  merecimientos. 

Como  todo  el  sistema  de  exámenes  resulta  altamente  defec- 
tuoso por  las  razones  que  tuve  el  honor  de  exponer  á  Yd.  en  mi 
anterior  informe,  es  de  esperar  que  se  cambie  radicalmente. 
Pero  mientras  se  cambia  es  á  todas  luces  conveniente  que  desa- 
parezca de  él  la  gracia  concedida  á  los  calificadores  de  obtener 
el  certificado,  por  el  mero  hecho  de  haber  sido  elegidos  como 
tales. 

Habiendo  acordado  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  la  lista  de 
temas  que  deben  servir  para  los  exámenes  de  los  aspirantes  al 
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certificado  de  segundo  grado,  que  se  publicó  en  20  dé  Mayo  del 
corriente  año,  entendió  que  debía  armonizar  con  ella  la  corres- 
pondiente á  los  temas  de  primer  grado,  teniendo  al  mismo 
tiempo  presente  los  Cursos  de  Estudios  que  kan  comenzado  á 
ponerse  en  práctica.  A  este  fin  dispuso  una  nueva  serie  de 
temas,  bastante  más  extensa  que  la  comprendida  en  la  circular 
de  19  de  Noviembre  de  1900,  por  la  cual  se  han  verificado  los 
exámenes  anteriores.  Esta  serie  se  ha  publicado  en  la  circu- 
lar ÍJ"?  3  de  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes,  el  2  de  Noviembre 
próximo  pasado. 

Al  refundirse  el  sistema  general  de  exámenes  de  maestros  será 
conveniente  abandonar  estas  series  de  temas  fijados  de  antemano, 
que  son  simplemente  la  vuelta  á  los  programas,  condenados  por 
la  práctica  "universal  en  la  enseñanza  superior. 

El  plan  propuesto  por  el  Sr.  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  para  ir 
dotando  á  la  Isla  de  un  cuerpo  de  profesores  normales,  ha  co- 
menzado á  ponerse  en  prática.  Actualmente  se  encuentran 
siguiendo  los  cursos  de  la  Escuela  Normal  de  New~Paltz  sesenta 
jóvenes  cubanas,  que  f nerón  escogidas  cuidadosamente,  en  vir- 
tud de  las  pruebas  de  suficiencia  á  que  se  sometieron.  Se  han 
establecido  para  ellas  cursos  especiales  en  castellano. 

En  cambio  me  es  sensible  tener  que  informar  á  Vd.  que  el 
Instituto  Pedagógico  de  esta  capital  fué  clausurado  desde  1?  de 
Septiembre  por  orden  del  Sr.  Comisionado  de  Escuelas,  quien 
no  halló  satisfactoria  su  organización,  ni  bien  encaminados  sus 
trabajos.  No  ha  sido  su  propósito  naturalmente  limitarse  á  esta 
acción;  sino  tratar  de  que  el  establecimiento  de  Institutos  seme- 
jantes deje  de  ser  función  de  las  Juntas  locales,  y  se  haga  en 
virtud  de  una  organización  más  amplia;  á  fin  de  que  sus  benefi- 
cios se  extiendan  no  sólo  al  profesorado  de  un  lugar,  sino  al  de 
toda  la  Isla.  Con  esa  mira,  se  dirigió  á  la  Junta  de  Superinten- 
dentes, recomendándole  que  considerase  el  caso  y  tomara  en  su 
mano  la  implantación  y  dirección  de  esos  Institutos. 

La  Junta,  en  su  reunión  de  Octubre,  tomó  debidamente  en 
cuenta  esa  recomendación;  pero  deseando  estudiar  el  asunto  con 
el  detenimiento  que  su  importancia  exige,  lo  aplazó  para  la 
sesión  ordinaria  de  Marzo  del  próximo  año;  y  entre  tanto  ha 
confiado  al  Sr.  Aguayo,  Superintendente  provincial  de  la  Ha- 
bana, la  redacción  de  una  memoria  sobre  el  Instituto  suprimido, 
acerca  del  cual  posee  los  datos  necesarios,  y  la  de  un  proyecto 
de  bases  para  el  establecimiento  de  nuevas  escuelas  pedagógicas. 
Establecida  en  la  circular  sobre  Cursos  de  Estudios  la  enseñan- 
za del  idioma  inglés  en  las  escuelas  públicas,  y  siendo  necesaria 
encomendarla  á  maestros  especiales,  acordó  la  Junta  de  Super- 
intendente que  los  aspirantes  á  este  título  se  sometiesen  á 
examen.  La  Circular  N?  16  del  Superintendente  de  Escuelas, 
publicada  el  29  de  A.gosto,  fijó  las  reglas  para  ese  acto,  la  ma- 
nera de  constituirse  los  tribunales  y  la  fecha  de  su  celebración, 
que  fué  el  12  de  Octubre. 

A  este  examen  se  presensaron  472  aspirantes  en  toda  la  Isla; 
de  los  cuales  han  sido  aprobados  271.  De  éstos  142  son  hom- 
bres y   129   mujeres.     La  distribución  de  estos   profesores  de 
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inglés  por  provincias,  es  la  siguiente:  en  Pinar  del  Eío  9,  en  la 
Habana  119,  en  Matanzas  47,  en  Santa  Clara  47,  en  Puerto 
Príncipe  28,  y  en  Santiago  de  Cuba  21. 

Los  cursos  de  verano,  á  que  están  obligados  á  asistir  los  maes- 
tros públicos  de  esta  Isla,  estuvieron  este  año  á  cargo  de  los 
Superintendentes  Provinciales.  Veintiuna  escuelas  estuvieron 
en  ejercicio  durante  el  tiempo  reglamentario:  dos  en  la  provin- 
cia de  Pinar  del  Eío,  una  en  la  capital  y  otra  en  Guanajay; 
cuatro  en  la  de  la  Habana,  situadas  en  esta  ciudad,  en  Güines, 
Santiago  de  las  Vegas  y  Güira  de  Melena;  cuatro  en  la  de  Ma- 
tanzas, una  en  la  capital  y  las  otras  en  Colón,  Cárdenas  y  Unión 
de  Reyes;  siete  en  la  de  Santa  Clara,  establecidas  en  Cienfuegos, 
Trinidad,  Sancti  Spíritus,  Eemedios,  Sagua  la  Grande,  Eodas  y 
Santaclara;  dos  en  la  de  Puerto  Príncipe,  una  en  esa  ciudad  y 
otra  en  Morón;  y  tres  en  la  de  Santiago  de  Cuba,  que  se  abrie- 
ron en  la  capital,  Manzanillo  y  Holguín.  La  escuela  de  Güira 
de  Melena  dio  tan  pobres  resultados,  que  se  mandó  clausurar  en 
27  de  Julio. 

No  hay  todavía  datos  completos  de  la  asistencia  á  estos  cursos. 
De  los  que  se  tienen  concernientes  á  Pinar  del  Eío,  Habana  y 
Santa  Clara,  resulta  que  asistieron  á  ellos  en  estas  provincias 
2,08.3  maestros  y  85  aspirantes;  lo  que  arroja  un  total  de  2,168. 
Comparando  estas  cifras  con  las  correspondientes  á  las  mismas 
provincias  en  los  cursos  del  año  anterior,  se  encuentra  una  dife- 
rencia considerable  á  favor  del  presente,  pues  resulta  de  480, 
en  su  totalidad  maestros  en  ejercicio.  A  la  escuela  de  la  Haba- 
na asistieron  el  año  pasado  605  maestros,  y  al  curso  de  este  ve- 
rano concurrieron  805. 

Las  escuelas  del  interior  con  excepción  de  la  de  Güira  de  Melena, 
á  que  ya  me  he  referido,  funcionaron  sin  trojñezo  y  con  notable 
espíritu  pedagógico.  Éo  así  por  completo  la  de  la  Habana, 
donde  se  dejaron  sentir  influencias  perniciosas,  fomentadas  por 
periódicos  hostiles.  Hubo  actos  notorios  de  indisciplina,  que 
fueron  rápidamente  conjurados,  pero  que  dejaron  desagradable 
impresión. 

Lo  misino  que  el  año  anterior,  pudo  notarse  en  éste  falta,  si 
no  de  conocimientos,  de  preparación  adecuada  á  esa  forma  de 
enseñanza  en  algunos  conferencistas.  Es  indudable  que  estos 
cursos  deben  reorganizarse,  de  modo  que  la  instrucción  dada  á 
sus  oyentes  deje  de  ser  puramente  oratoria.  La  Junta  de  Su- 
perintendentes, en  la  sesión  extraordinaria  á  que  fué  llamada  el 
23  de  Diciembre  próximo,  tenía  el  propósito  de  considerar  dete- 
nidamente este  asunto. 

Mientras  se  celebraban  los  cursos  de  verano  en  la  Isla,  setenta 
y  nueve  maestros,  elegidos  en  las  diversas  provincias,  acudieron 
á  la  invitación  hecha  por  la  Universidad  de  Harvard,  que  les 
dio  nn  curso  especial  de  lengua  inglesa. 

Suceso  digno  de  nota,  durante  este  semestre,  ha  sido  la  aper- 
tura en  la  Habana  de  la  gran  escuela  central  uLuz  y  Caballero,'7 
establecida  por  iniciativa  del  Sr.  Comisionado,  en  el  que  fué 
Hospital  de  San  Ambrosio.  Transformado  por  completo  el  edi- 
ficio, es  hoy  una  escuela  modelo  hasta  en  sus  menores  detalles. 
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Colocada  en  uno  de  ios  barrios  más  pobres  de  la  capital,  su  be- 
neficiosa influencia  en  los  hábitos  de  los  habitantes  de  ese  dis- 
trito, no  tardará  en  hacerse  sentir.  El  número  de  alumnos  ins- 
critos en  ella  es  de  1,513,  y  resulta  completamente  satisfactoria 
la  disciplina  que  observan.  El  número  de  sus  aulas  es  de 
treinta  y  seis.  Este  primer  ensayo  de  la  escuela  pública  en 
grande  escala,  que  responde  á  necesidades  perentorias  de  las 
aglomeraciones  urbanas  considerables,  ha  sido  hasta  ahora  feliz, 
y  está  lleno  de  grandes  promesas. 

El  establecimiento  de  esta  escuela  perfectamente  equipada 
ha  permitido  dar  los  primeros  pasos  en  la  implantación  de  dos 
innovaciones  de  gran  utilidad,  que  habrán  de  extenderse  á  todas 
las  escuelas  públicas  de  la  Ma.  Me  refiero  al  establecimiento 
del  Kindergarten  y  del  Sloyd.  La  escuela  ¿íLuz  y  Caballero^7 
no  solamente  los  posee  ya;  sino  que  está  preparando  maestras  y 
maestros,  para  que  difundan  por  el  país  estas  formas  tan  pre- 
ciosas de  la  enseñanza  de  la  niñez.  Al  Kindergarten  de  la  es- 
cuela asisten  en  la  actualidad  31  niños;  y  practican  los  trabajos 
manuales  730.  En  la  escuela  pública  N?  8  se  ha  instalado  otro 
Kindergarten,  al  cual  concurren  38  párvulos. 

El  gran  problema  de  la  educación  moral  por  medio  de  la 
escuela;  que  domina  hoy  con  razón  todos  los  otros  problemas 
pedagógicos,  ha  inspirado  una  invención  genuinamente  ameri- 
cana: la  Ciudad  Escolar.  Su  autor,  Mr.  Wilson  L.  Gill,  fué 
llamado  por  Vd.  á  esta  Isla;  y  se  ha  dedicado  con  el  mayor 
empeño  á  implantar  en  nuestras  escuelas  públicas  la  organiza- 
ción, á  que  ha  dado  ese  nombre  perfectamente  adecuado.  La 
idea  directora  de  su  sistema  es  despertar  en  los  niños  la  con- 
ciencia de  la  solidaridad,  fundamento  de  la  moral,  por  el 
ejercicio  en  pequeña  escala  de  las  principales  funciones  que 
constituyen  la  vida  cívica. 

A  pesar  de  las  grandes  dificultades  con  que  había  de  tropezar 
esta  idea,  en  un  medio  tan  mal  preparado  como  el  nuestro, 
Mr.  Gill  ha  echado  los  cimientos  de  la  obra,  con  perseverancia 
digna  de  todo  encomio.  En  la  actualidad  tiene  establecidas  en 
la  Habana  cincuenta  ciudades  escolares;  cuarenta  y  seis  en  otras 
tantas  escuelas  y  cuatro  en  la  escuela  "Luz  y  Caballero.7  7 

En  la  ciudad  de  Cienfuegos  también  está  funcionando  este 
sistema;  y  según  los  informes  del  Superintendente  provincial 
con  innegable  éxito.  El  Director  del  Consejo  Escolar  ha  intro- 
ducido en  él  algunas  adiciones,  como  ^on  el  correo  y  dos  fun- 
cionarios más:  el  jefe  de  Sanidad  y  el  de  Ornato.  Según  el  cita- 
do Superintendente  el  correo  está  muy  bien  organizado.  La 
estación  central  se  encuentra  en  las  Oficinas  del  Consejo;  y  en 
cada  ciudad  escolar  hay  un  buzón.  Al  terminar  las  clases,  los 
carteros  reciben  la  correspondencia,  y  la  llevan  á  la  estación 
central,  donde  es  distribuida.  En  varias  ciudades  escolares 
abundan  ya  las  plantas  y  las  flores,  bajo  la  dirección  del  Jefe 
de  Ornato.  Son  ciertamente  recomendables  estas  adiciones, 
que  demuestran  cuan  bien  comprendido  ha  sido  el  espíritu  del 
sistema  de  Mr.  Gill  en  Cienfuegos. 

En  la  Habana  hasta  ahora  el  mejor   resultado  de  él   se  ha 
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obtenido  en  las  escuelas  de  niñas;  pero  no  hay  motivo  para  des- 
confiar de  que  lo  produzca  igualmente  beneficioso  en  la  de  va- 
rones. Mr.  Gill  se  propone  extender  esta  organización  á  los 
Institutos  de  Segunda  Enseñanza.  En  le  actualidad  funciona 
en  el  de  Matanzas. 

En  Santa  Clara  existen  catorce  ciudades  escolares,  siete  de 
niñas  y  siete  de  niños.  También  allí  ha  sido  muy  bien  recibido 
el  sistema,  el  día  22  de  Diciembre  se  celebró  una  gran  fiesta,  en 
que  el  Ayuntamiento  de  Santa  Clara  entregó  á  cada  ciudad  es- 
colar su  bandera. 

La  Junta  de  Superintendentes  lia  celebrado  dos  sesiones  en 
este  semestre;  la  ordinaria  de  Octubre  que  duró  trece  días  del 
7  al  19,  y  otra  eytraordinaria  que  comenzó  el  23  de  Diciembre. 
El  principal  objeto  de  esta  convocatoria  extraordinaria  ha  sido 
tratar  de  la  reorganización  de  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  á  que  he 
aludido  ya. 

Asunto  que  ha  merecido  paaticular  atención  á  los  Superinten- 
dentes fué  el  de  los  libros  de  texto,  que  han  sido  también  objeto 
de  dos  importantes  circulares  del  Sr.  Comisionado,  la  N?  35,  de 
15  de  Agosto,  y  la  N?  37  del  29  del  mismo  mes.  En  estas  se  in- 
dican á  la  las  Juntas  de  Educación  los  textos  que  pueden  em- 
plear, según  los  grados  que  existen  en  las  escuelas;  y  comienzan 
á  señalarse  los  libros  que  deben  poseer  los  maestros,  para  empe- 
zar á  formar  su  biblioteca  de  estudio. y  consulta.  A  su  vez,  el 
Sr.  Superintendente  de  Escuelas,  por  medio  de  su  circular  de 
12  de  Septiembre,  hizo  saber  á  los  maestros  que  el  empleo  de 
textos  inadecuados  y  el  no  seguir  los  cursos  de  estudios  acorda- 
dos por  la  Junta  serían  indicio  suficiente  contra  su  aptitud  y 
buena  disposición  para  la  enseñanza. 

Cuanto  va  consignado  x^ertenece  principalmente  ala  dirección 
técnica  de  las  escuelas.  En  la  parte  administrativa  se  ha  traba- 
jado en  este  semestre  con  igual  celo  que  en  los  anteriores.. 

Como  el  articulo  76  del  Beglamento  de  Escuelas  previene  que 
los  contratos  celebrados  por  las  Juntas  de  Educación  con  los 
maestros  no  duren  más  de  un  año;  antes  de  comenzar  el  nuevo 
curso  debían  las  Juntas  renovar  sus  contratos,  y  por  tanto  elegir 
los  maestros  que  habían  de  continuar  al  frente  de  las  aulas  de  su 
distrito. 

Cuidadoso  ante  todo  el  Secretario  que  suscribe  de  que  en  las 
relaciones  de  las  Juntas  con  sus  subordinados  reine  verdadero 
espíritu  de  equidad,  y  atento  por  otra  parte  á  la  conveniencia 
de  conservar  en  sus  puestos  á  todos  los  maestros  que  hubieran 
dado  pruebas  suficientes  de  aptitud  y  de  estar  familiarizados  con 
la  nueva  organización  escolar,  creyó  conveniente  dirigir  una 
circular  á  las  Juntas,,  recomendándoles  gran  cuidado  en  la  elec- 
ción de  los  maestros,  de  modo  que  se  tuviesen  en  cuenta  las 
condiciones  á  que  he  aludido  y  de  ninguna  suerte  sus  opiniones 
políticas  ó  sus  relaciones  de  amistad  ó  parentesco.  Así  lo  hice 
en  13  de  Agosto. 

Como  era  de  esperar,  las  Juntas  tuvieron  en  varios  casos  que 
dejar  cesantes  í%  algunos  maestros;  y  esto  fué  motivo  suficiente 
para  que  se  levantase  gran  clamor  contra  ellas,   acusándolas  de 
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parcialidad;  y  hasta  llegaron  algunos  periódicos  á  decir  que  la 
Ley  había  puesto  impremeditadamente  en  manos  de  las  Juntas 
facultades  de  que  no  sabían  hacer  uso. 

El  asunto  era  de  consideración ;  pues  importa  conocer  real- 
mente el  empleo  que  saben  dar  á  su  libertad  de  acción  esas  cor- 
poraciones de  vecinos,  que  entienden  en  asunto  tan  propio 
fcomo  la  elección  de  maestros  para  sus  hijos.  El  Sr.  Comisiona- 
-do  de  Escuelas  creyó  que  debía  procederse  á  una  investigación 
minuciosa  de  cuantos  casos  dieran  lugar  á  quejas  fundadas;  y  á 
•este  fin  nombró  en  21  de  Agosto  comisiones  compuestas  del  Su- 
perintendente de  cada  Provincia  y  de  los  señores  Pedro  Modesto 
Hernández  y  Arturo  R.  Díaz,  para  que  oyesen  á  las  partes  inte- 
resadas y  estudiasen  detenidamente  las  pruebas  que  alegaran. 

El  resultado  ha  sido  altamente  satisfactorio,  pues  se  han  pues- 
to de  relieve  cuan  pocas  son  las  Juntas  que  han  abusado  de  las 
facultades  que  la  Ley  les  concede;  y  que  no  anduvo  ésta  desca- 
minada al  esperar  que  el  provecho  bien  entendido  del  proco- 
mún, en  asunto  donde  el  discernimienno  es  fácil  y  el  interés 
de  acierto  grande,  bastase  para  guiar  á  los  representantes  del 
vecindario. 

Según  las  noticias  pue  me  han  sido  comunicadas,  sólo  fué  ne- 
cesario visitar  las  Juntas  de  Bejucal,  Santa  María  del  Rosario, 
San  Nicolás,  Jovellanos,  Carlos  Rojas,  Remedios  y  Quemado 
4e  Güines.  Con  respecto  á  esta  xiltima,  no  sólo  resultaron 
infundadas  las  quejas,  sino  qde  su  asiduidad  y  cuidado  en  el 
cumplimiento  de  sus  deberes  merecieron  plácemes  de  los  visita- 
dores. En  Carlos  Rojas  hubo  que  anular  algunos  contratos.  En 
los  otros  cinco  casos  fué  necesario  reparar  injusticias  cometidas 
por  las  Juntas  por  negligencia  ó  parcialidad,  y  aplicar  penas 
más  ó  menos  severas  á  algunos  de  sus  miembros.  Con  respecto 
á  la  de  Rejccal  pidió  á  Vd.  el  Sr.  Comisionado  que  la  destituye- 
se, dejando  en  su  puesto  sólo  á  uno  de  los  directores  del  sub- 
•distrito.  Pidió  así  mismo  que  fuesen  destituidos  los  Presidentes 
<le  las  Juntas  de  Santa  María  del  Rosario,  de  San  Meólas  y  Jo- 
Tellanos.  La  Junta  de  Remedios  fué  amonestada  severamente. 
Estos  hechos  aislados  nada  dicen  contra  el  sistema,  que  abona 
?en  cambio  la  conducta  de  la  casi  totalidad  de  las  Juntas  de  la 
Isla. 

Conexión  estrecha  con  este  asunto  tiene  lo  ocurrido  en  el  ve- 
cino pueblo  de  Regla.  Habiendo  visitado  Yd.  personalmente 
sus  escuelas,  las  encontró  en  tanto  desconcierto  y  abandono,  que 
dispuso  la  destitución  de  la  Junta  en  pleno,  y  encargó  al  señor 
Comisionado  que  procediera  á  reorganizarlas.  Así  lo  hizo  en 
breve;  mas  al  verificarlo  tropezó  con  el  grave  inconveniente  de 
no  hallarse  casas  adecuadas  para  todas  las  escuelas  que  previa- 
mente existían.  Como  por  otra  parte  la  asistencia  de  alumnos 
<era  poco  considerable,  creyó  conveniente  reducir  el  número  de 
aulas,  colocando  las  que  quedasen  en  casas  mejores  y  más  am- 
plias. De  esta  suerte  el  número  de  niños  de  Regla  que  reciben 
educación  no  ha  disminuido,  y  ésta  se  da  en  lugares  más  higié- 
nicos y  en  mejores  condiciones  escolares.  Pero  de  la  supresión 
¿de  las  aulas  resultó  la  cesantía  de  los  maestros  que  las  regentea- 
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ban;   y  como   consecuencia  la  invalidación   del   contrato   que 
tenían  celebrado   con   la   Junta,  sin  culpa  alguna  por  parte  de 
ellos.     Esto  ha  colocado  á  esos  maestros  cesantes  en  una  situa- 
ción, sobre   la  cual  debo  llamar  la  atención   de  Vd.;  pues  en 
realidad  han  sufrido  la  pena  de  una  falta  cometida  por  la  Junta. 
En  mi  informe  anterior  me  referí  al  censo  escolar  que,  por 
disposición  del  Sr.  Comisionado,  habían  formado   en  el  mes  de 
Marzo  las  Juntas  de  Educación;  pero  sólo  pude  ofrecer  datos 
completos  del  censo  de  la  ciudad  de  la  Habana.     Ese  trabajo  ha 
sido  terminado,  en   medio  de  las  dificultades  que  ofrecían  la  in- 
experiencia de  los  llamados  á  realizarlo  y  la  distribución  de  la 
población  campesina  en  areas  muy   extensas  y  poco  accesibles. 
Resulta  por  tanto  mucho  más  completo  en  la  parte  concerniente 
á  los  centros  urbanos,  que  en  la  referente  á  los  subdistritos  ru- 
rales.    De  todos  modos  ha  sido  un  esfuerzo  loable  y  el  primer 
paso  para  completar  una  información  absolutamente   necesaria 
á  todas  las  autoridades  escolares. 

De  sus  datos  resulta  que  existen  en  la  la  Isla  275,811  niños 
blancos,  de  6  á  18  años,  y  120,623  de  color.  Dividiéndolos  por 
edades  se  encuentran  93,570  de  6  á  8  años;  214,840  de  9  á  14; 
51,831,  de  15  á  16;  y  36,193  de  17  á  18.  El  total  de  niños  es  de 
396,434;  de  los  cuales  204,011  son  varones  y  192,423  hembras. 
Como  el  censo  general  de  la  Isla  realizado  en  1899  arroja  un 
total  de  niños  y  adolescentes  de  6  á  17  años  de  552,928,  la  con- 
siderable diferencia  de  156,494  niños  que  se  nota  entre  ambos 
censos,  hace  saltar  á  la  vista  los  errores  de  que  adolece  el  veri- 
ficado por  las  Juntas. 

La  cifra  de  118,580  niños  que  atribuye  el  censo  escolar  á  los 
distritos  urbanos  merece  mayor  confianza  que  la  de  277,854  que 
asigna  á  los  rurales;  pero  es  indudable  que  ambas  ofrecen  gran- 
des lagunas. 

Los  datos  estadísticos  respecto  á  la  matrícula  de  alumnos  en 
las  escuelas  públicas,  que  suministran  mensualmente  los  maes- 
tros, demuestran  un  aumento  sucesivo  desde  el  mes  de  Septiem- 
bre en  que  comenzó  el  nuevo  año  escolar  hasta  el  de  Noviembre, 
último  á  que  alcanzan  los  datos  recibidos  en  la  oficina  del  Sr. 
Comisionado.  En  Septiembre  la  matrícula  era  de  136,410,  y  se 
ha  elevado  en  Noviembre  á  157,988.  La  asistencia  también  ha 
aumentado;  pues  el  promedio  en  Septiembre  fué  de  73%  y  en 
Noviembre  de  75%. 

Los  datos  del  presente  año  han  ganado  en  exactitud,  no  solo 
porque  los  maestros  se  hallan  más  familiarizados  con  los  cua- 
dros estadísticos,  sino  porque  ha  desaparecido  la  causa  que  po- 
día inducirlos  á  aumentar  falsamente  las  cifras  de  matricula  ó 
asistencia. 

El  número  de  aulas  abiertas  en  el  mes  de  Septiembre  era  de 
3,498;  el  de  casas  escuelas  1,831.  El  número  de  maestros  alcan- 
zaba á  3,533;  el  cual  se  descompone  de  esta  suerte:  maestros 
1,431;  maestras  2,102;.  Entre  los  maestros  de  ambos  sexos  hay 
118  de  color.  EL  mayor  número  de  maestros  está  comprendida 
entre  la  edad  de  20  y  40  años;  la  cifra  es  de  2,286. 

En  todo  este  año  han  sido  constantes  los   progresos  en  lo  que 
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me  refiere  á  dotar  de  edificios  especiales  á  las  escuelas  públicas. 
Ya  me  he  referido  á  la  notable  casa  escuela  que  poséela  Habana 
«n  el  que  fué  hospital  de  San  Ambrosio.  Ésta  además  de  sus 
treinta  y  tres  aulas  para  clases  generales  y  las  especiales  para 
kindergarten,  trabajos  manuales  y  dibujo,  tiene  dos  gimnasios, 
uno  para  niños  y  otro  para  ninas,  con  sus  baños  adjuntos,  y  diez 
y  siete  cuartos  más  para  biblioteca,  laboratorio,  almacenes,  sa- 
lones de  profesores  y  despacho  del  Director,  y  dos  espaciosos 
patios  para  recreo. 

Matanzas  tendrá  en  breve  en  la  antigua  cárcel  su  escuela  mo- 
delo con  bellos  jardines  exteriores  y  uno  interior,  nueve  aulas, 
^departamentos  para  kindergarten  y  trabajos  manuales  y  gabine- 
tes para  los  empleados  y  la  biblioteca. 

En  Cienfuegos  se  está  trasformando  el  Asilo  de  huérfanos  en 
una  espléndida  escuela  que  contendrá  veintinueve  aulas,  depar- 
tamentos para  kindergarten  y  trabajos  manuales,  gimnasios  con 
¡baños  y  los  demás  accesorios  de  un  gran  establecimiento  de  esa 
clase. 

Be  las  poblaciones  que  tienen  ya  casas  escuelas  debo   mencio- 
nar á  Sanca  Clara,  donde  se  han  trasformado  en  buenas  escuelas 
*dos  edificios  públicos,  y   otro  excelente  cedido  generosamente 
por  la  Sra.  Marta  Abreu  de  Estévez.     Según  el   Sr.  Comisiona- 
do, Santa  Clara  está  mejor  provista*  de   edificios  escolares   que 
ninguna  otra  población  de  la  Isla.      Güines  posee  una  buena  es- 
cuela de  trece  aulas  en  lo  que  fué  cuartel.     Santiago   de  las  Ye- 
gas  tiene  la  suya  de  siete  aulas  totalmente  á   la  moderna,  en  un 
^edificio  cedido  por  el  Ayuntamento.     Ciego  de   Avila  ha   visto 
trasformar  su  antiguo  cuartel  en  una  bella  escuela  de  doce  aulas. 
También  Pinar  del  Río  ha  convertido  parte  del  que   fué  cuartel 
de  caballería  en  una  espléndida  escuela  de  doce  aulas,  con  otros 
gabinetes  accesorios.     En  la  Isla   de  Pinos  se  ha  reparado  el 
♦cuartel  para  convertirlo  en  escuela.     Lo  mismo  se  ha  hecho  en 
San  Juan  de  los  Yeras  y  en  Colón.     La  Escuela  modelo   de  San- 
tiago de  Cuba,  de  que  he  hablado  en  mi  anterior  informe,    está 
ya  para  terminarse,  y  será  uno  de  los  más  bellos  edificios  de  su 
>clase. 

No  solo  se  han  reparado  y  trasformado  edificios  ya  existentes, 
¡sino  que  se  han  construido  y  se  están  construyendo  enteramente 
nuevos,  en  los  lugares  que  voy  á  designar.  En  Güira  de  Mele- 
na, uno  en  la  población  y  dos  en  el  campo;  en  la  Salud,  uno  en 
la  población;  en  Pinar  del  Río,  siete  en  el  campo.  En  Palacios, 
uno.  Uno  también  respectivamente  en  PaLnira,  San  Fernando 
de  Camarones  y  Morón.  En  Guanajay  comenzará  en  breve  la 
construcción  de  tres  escuelas. 

Al  mismo  tiempo  se  han  hecho  reparaciones  importantes,  para 
acomodar  las  casas  de  habitación  á  las  necesidades  de  una  casa 
•escuela,  en  Alquízar,  Songo,  Tunas  de  Bayamo  y  Cobre.  En 
Holguín  se  han  reparado  dos  casas. 

En  total  las  casas  escuelas  construidas  ó  en  construcción  du- 
rante este  año  ascienden  á  59.  El  impulso,  como  se  vé,  está  da- 
do y  con  éxito  completamente  satisfactorio. 

Las  Juntas  de  Educación  no  parecen   haber  comprendido  aim 
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la  importancia  de  tener  redactados  sus  reglamentos,  de  modo 
que  los  maestros  que  contratan  conozcan  claramente  la  extensión 
de  sus  deberes.  Así  es  que  apesar  de  haberlas  excitado  el  Se- 
cretario que  suscribe  para  que  cumpliesen  ese  precepto  de  la 
Ley  orgánica,  hasta  ahora  solo  han  remitido  los  suyos  á  esta  Se- 
cretaría  diez  y  siete  Juntas,  entre  ellas  la  suprimida  de  Eegla. 

No  debo  terminar  este  informe  en  lo  que  respecta  á  las  escue- 
las públicas,  sin  tocar  algunos  asuntos  generales,  independientes 
de  su  dirección  técnica  y  de  su  administración,  pero  de  interés 
para  su  mejor  funcionamiento. 

Al  lado  de  la  escuela  pública  está  la  escuela  privada,    que 
tiende  á  llenar  el  vacío  que  la  primera  deja.     El   inñujo  mutuo 
de  estas  dos  instituciones  es  innegable.     Mientras   más   perfec- 
ciona el  Gobierno  sus  escuelas,  más  mejoran   las  privadas,  que 
de  otra  suerte  se  verían  desiertas;   y   vice- versa,  estas  últimas 
pueden  servir  de  estímulo  á  la  acción  oficial.     Es   por  tanto  un 
gran  interés  público  que  la  escuela  privada  reúna   las  condicio- 
nes que  hoy  exije  la  enseñanza  para  ser  fructuosa.     Pero  es  di- 
fícil señalar  hasta  donde  debe  intervenir  el   poder  público  para 
obligar  á  los  directores  de  esas  escuelas  á  mejorarlas.     Las   exi- 
gencias de  la  salud  pública  justifican  la  ingerencia  oficial  en  las 
condiciones  de  salubridad  que  deben  reunir  los  edificios;    y  aun 
pudiera,  en  determinados  casos,  exigir  el  Gobierno  títulos  pro- 
fesionales á  los  profesores  de  esas  escuelas.     Ir   más  allá  sería 
invadir  el  terreno  de  la  libertad  profesional,  y  en  muchos  casos 
podría  tropezar  el  poder  público  eon  gravísimos  inconvenientes, 
como  en  el  de  las  escuelas  confesionales.     Atendiendo  á  indica- 
ciones de  los  Superintendentes  el  Sr.  Comisionado  ha  propuesto 
que  se  adopten  medidas  en  el  sentido  que  he  indicado;  y   como 
están  pendientes  de  resolución  he  creído  conveniente   llamar  la 
atención  de  Y.  sobre  este  interesante  asunto. 

No  lo  es  menos  el  de  las  penas  impuestas  á  los  padres,  tutores  > 
ó  encargados  de  menores,  que  no  cumplen   con   la  obligación  de 
hacerlos  asistir  á  la  escuela.     Estas  consisten  en  una  multa  ó  en 
la  prisión  subsidiaria. 

El  Sr.  Comisionado  ha  pedido  que  se  rebaje  la  cantidad  exi- 
gida como  pena,  que  es  en  realidad  excesiva.  For  mi  parte  he 
tenido  el  honor  de  llamar  la  atención  de  Y.  sobre  los  inconve- 
nientes graves  de  hacer  sufrir  la  prisión  á  los  padres  negligen- 
tes, en  las  cárceles  públicas.  La  ley  española  disponía  que  los 
Ayuntamientos  tuviesen  lugares  adecuados  para  detener  á  lo& 
que  hubiesen  cometido  faltas  leves;  y  la  aplicación  de  ese  pre- 
cepto bastaría  para  evitar  el  mal  que  señalo. 

El  vivo  apasionamiento  que  ha  caracterizado  el  periodo  elec- 
toral en  que  nos  encontramos  me  movió  á  dirigirme  á  las  Juntas, 
para  encarecerles  el  respeto  que  debían  mostrar  á  los  maestros, 
en  el  ejercicio  de  sus  derechos  como  electores.  Con  este  fin  les 
dirigí  en  29  de  Noviembre  la  circular  que  trascribo,  para  que 
conozca  Y.  el  empeño  con  que  he  procurado  que  cuantos  ejercen 
alguna  forma  de  autoridad  en  este  Departamento  procedan  con 
la  debida  imparcialidad.  Dice  así  la  circular  á  que  me  refiero: 
u  La  orden  109  de  22  de  Abril  del  corriente  año  fué   dictada 
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"principalmente  para  garantir  la  libertad  é  independencia  de 
"  los  maestros  en  el  ejercicio  de  sus  funciones  cívicas.  Muy  sa- 
tisfactorio me  es  reconocer  que  han  sido  contados  los  casos  en 
"que  ha  habido  que  aplicar  sus  preceptos,  para  reparar  injus- 
"ticias  provocadas  por  la  pasión  ó  el  interés  político.  Pero  He- 
lgados de  nuevo  á  un  periodo  electoral,  que  agita  hondamente 
"  al  país,  es  deber  mío  llamar  la  atención  de  las  Juntas  sobre  la 
"  estricta  obligación  en  que  se  encuentran  de  respetar  el  dere- 
cho del  maestro  en  su  capacidad  de  elector.  Po  lo  mismo  que 
"se  le  exije  que  se  mantenga  apartado  de  toda  participación  in- 
4 'mediata  en  la  contienda  política,  que  pueda  distraerlo  de  sus 
"  tareas,  tan  importantes  para  el  bienestar  social;  se  le  debe  el 
"más  cabal  respeto  como  ciudadano.  Las  autoridades  escola- 
"  res  son  las  llamadas  én  primer  término  á  velar  por  el  prestigio- 
"del  magisterio;  y  no  deben  ejercer,  ni  deben  consentir  que  se 
"ejerza  ninguna  forma  de  coacción  sobre  sus  miembros. 

"  Si  así  proceden,  como  confiadadamente  lo  espero,  habrán 
"añadido  las  Juntas  de  Educación  un  importante  servicio  más 
"á  los  que  ya  llevan  prestados  á  la  noble  causa  de  la  regenera- 
ción social  de  Cuba.  " 

Por  su  parte  el  Sr.  Comisionado  para  hacer  ver  que  los  maes- 
tros en  ejercicio  debían  abstenerse  de  participar  de  un  modo  os- 
tensible y  directo  en  la  propaganda  política,  por  cuanto  el  pro- 
ceder contrario  los  obligaba  á  desatender  sus  obligaciones  en  la 
escuela,  mandó  instruir  expediente  contra  un  maestro  por  haber 
formado  parte  de  una  Junta  de  inscripción.  Así  lo  notificó  á 
las  Juntas  en  su  circular  número  5,  de  25  de  Noviembre. 

Pocos  han  sido  los  casos  en  que  ha  habido  que  penar  hechos 
de  esa  naturaleza. 

Al  tribunal  de  apelaciones  que  nombré  en  6  de  Marzo  del  co- 
rriente año  acudieron  sesenta  y  un  aspirantes,  que  se  juzgaban 
lesionados  por  los  calificadores;  pero  el  tribunal  hubo  de  so- 
breseer los  expedientes,  en  unos  casos  porque  no  caían  dentro 
de  los  determinados  por  la  ley,  y  en  otros  porque  los  mismos 
querellantes  se  presentaron  de  nuevo  á  examen  en  las  convoca- 
torias posteriores. 

En  virtud  de  la  Orden  109  de  22  de  Abril  he  recibido  diez  y 
ocho  expedientes  por  cesantías  de  maestros  propuestas  por  las 
Juntas.  He  creído  conveniente  presentar  á  Y:  un  breve  infor- 
mé del  Jefe  de  la  Sección  de  Legislación  y  Estadística  en  que  se 
enumeran  esos  casos  y  se  expresa  la  resolución  recaída  en  cada 
uno. 

Con  verdadera  satisfacción  registro  en  este  informe  el  resulta- 
do de  la  exhibición  escolar  cubana  en  Buffalo.  A  pesar  del 
breve  espacio  de  tiempo  de  que  pudieron  disponer  la  Comisión 
Organizadora,  en  lo  tocante  á  las  escuelas,  y  el  Sr.  Subsecreta- 
rio en  lo  concerniente  á  la  Universidad,  Institutos  y  escuelas 
profesionales,  sus  esfuerzos  han  sido  coronados  por  el  mejor  éxi- 
to, Cuba  ha  podido  demostrar  el  empeño  con  que  se  ha  dedi- 
cado á  trasformar  su  sistema  de  enseñanza  publica,  en  todos  sus 
grados;  y  los  testimonios  recogidos  por  el  Comisionado  especial^ 
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Sr,  Francisco  P.  Machado,  demuestran  cuanto  se  apreciaron  los 
trabajos  presentados  y  cuanto  crédito  ha  adquirido  con  ellos 
nuestro  país.  De  los  millares  de  peritos  que  visitaron  la  exhi- 
bición cubana  pocos  ocultaban  la  sorpresa  que  les  producía  y 
muchos  dejaron  consignados  los  más  entusiastas  elogios  por  el 
adelanto  que  revelaba.  En  el  ramo.de  la  enseñanza  primaria 
se  nos  concedieron  diez  y  siete  premios,  distribuidos  de  esta 
suerte:  cuatro  medallas  de  oro,  una  á  la  Comisión  de  Escuelas 
Publicas,  y  las  otras  á  los  Distritos  Escolares  de  Matanzas,  Cien- 
fuegos  y  Sagua  la  Grande;  cinco  de  placa,  distribuidas  á  los  Dis- 
tritos Escolares  de  la  Habana,  Santa  Clara.  Sancti-Spíritus  y 
Manzanillo,  y  á  la  Escuela  48  de  esta  capital;  y  ocho  de  bronce 
que  fueron  adjudicadas  á  los  Distritos  Escolares  de  Trinidad, 
Pegla,  San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas,  Bainoa  y  Candelaria,  á  las 
Escuelas  mira.  21,  niim.  22  y  mini.  30  de  la  Habana. 

Deseando  asociar  cada  vez  más  el  país  á  la  grande  obra  de  su 
regeneración  por  medio  de  la  escuela,  el  Secretario  que  suscribe 
ha  creído  conveniente  procurar  que  las  Juntas  de  Educación  pro- 
muevan la  formación  de  Juntas  permanentes  de  Señoras,  que 
procuren  ropa  y  calzado  á  los  niños  menesterosos  que  asisten  á 
las  aulas.  Con  este  objeto,  y  utilizando  la  ocasión  de  las  fiestas 
de  Navidad  en  que  se  han  hecho  colectas  con  ese  objeto,  les  di- 
rigí una  circular  en  26  de  Diciembre. 

Como  indicio  del  interés  que  se  va  despertando  por  los  asun- 
tos relacionados  con  la  enseñanza  popular,  he  de  mencionar  que 
en  la  Habana,  Palmira,  Sancti-Spíritus,  Puerto  Principe,  Hol- 
guín  y  Santiago  de  Cuba  se  publican  periódicos  especiales,  de 
los  cuales  acompaño  relación. 

Comienzan  también  á  tomar  incremento  las  sociedades  de 
maestros,  á  semejanza  de  la  que  existe  en  la  Habana,  con  el 
nombre  de  "Asociación  de  Maestros  de  la  Isla  de  Cuba."  El 
Sr.'  Díaz,  Superintendente  de  Santa  Clara,  ha  establecido  algu- 
nas en  su  provincia,  dedicadas  especialmente  á  la  instrucción 
recíproca. 

El  único  cambio  entre  los  funcionarios  de  este  Departamento 
de  que  tengo  que  dar  cuenta  á  Y.  es  el  del  Superintendente  Pro- 
vincial de  Santa  Clara. 

Habiendo  puesto  el  Sr.  Superintendente  de  Escuelas  en  cono- 
cimiento del  Sr.  Comisionado  ciertas  infracciones  graves  de  las 
órdenes  vigentes  cometidas  por  el  referido  Superintendente  Pro- 
vincial, con  motivo  de  los  puntos  obtenidos  en  los  exámenes  por 
algunos  aspirantes,  éste  me  dio  parte  del  hecho,  y  ordené  que  se 
instruyese  expediente,  primero  por  el  Sr.  Comisionado,  y  luego 
por  un  Juez  Instructor  especial.  En  vista  de  la  gravedad  de 
los  cargos  que  se  dirigían  al  Superintendente  aludido,  dispuse 
en  2  de  Octubre  que  quedase  cesante  de  empleo  y  sueldo;  y  re- 
sultando luego  comprobados,  pedí  á  V.  que  me  autorizase  para 
declararlo  cesante.  Habiendo  obtenido"  la  autorización,  dispuse 
su  cesantía  en  7  de  Noviembre;  y  nombré  para  que  lo  sustituye- 
ra interinamente  al  Sr.  Arturo  R.  Díaz.  El  Superintendente 
cesante  ha  apelado  de  la  resolución  que  lo  condena,  por  la  vía 
contencioso-administrativa. 
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INSTITUTOS  DE  SEGUNDA  ENSEÑANZA. 

Los  datos  suministrados,  después  de  mi  último  informe,  por 
■jos  Directores  de  los  Institutos  Provinciales,  demuestran  que  no 
ha  decaído  el  celo  de  sus  profesores;  y  me  es  grato  consignar 
^ue  los  recibidos  de  Santiago  de  Cuba  son  mucho  más  satisfac- 
torios que  los  precedentes.  Ese  Instituto  está  llamado  á  un  gran 
¿esarrollo;  y  se  advierte  que  ha  obtenido  el  apoyo  y  la  confianza 
de  los  padres  de  familia,  pues  su  matrícula  es  muy  superior  á  la 
-de  los  otros,  con  excepción  del  déla  Habana. 

A  fin  de  que  no  pierdan  de  vista  sus  catedráticos  el  carácter 
práctico  que  deben  imprimir  á  su  enseñanza,  en  todas  aquellas 
materias  que  son  susceptibles  de  recibirlo,  y  teniendo  especial- 
mente en  cuenta  la  importancia  délas  lenguas  vivas  para  el 
hombre  moderno,  dirigí  en  7  de  Diciembre  una  circular  á  los 
Directores  de  Instituto,  señalando  el  método  que  debían  seguir 
los  profesores  de  inglés  y  francés  en  sus  cursos,  á  fin  de  cumplir 
debidamente  con  los  propósitos  de  la  Orden  267,  serie  de  1900, 
que  reorganizó  la  Segunda  Enseñanza  en  la  Isla. 

He  puesto  particular  cuidado  en  fiscalizar  la  inversión  de  la 
-cantidad  asignada  para  entretenimiento  y  renovación  del  mate- 
rial científico  délos  Institutos;  sin  que  haya  tenido  hasta  ahora 
que  desaprobar  sino  una  partida,  destinada  á  la  compra  de  li- 
bros para  la  biblioteca  del  de  Santa  Clara.  Me  pareció  en  ésta 
inadecuado  sobre  todo  la  adquisición  de  un  número  crecido  de 
obras  de  imaginación,  que  no  se  recomiendan  por  su  mérito  li- 
terario.    De  ello  di  cuenta  al  Sr.  Interventor  General  de  la  Isla. 

En  este  semestre,  los  Institutos  han  atendido  á  ese  servicio 
únicamente  con  el  crédito  presupuesto;  si  se  exceptúa  uno  ex- 
traordinario de  $1,378.71,  concedido  al  de  Matanzas,  para  el 
pago  de  derechos  de  Aduana,  de  Puerto  y  gastos  de  líete  y  se- 
guro del  material  científico  importado.  Más  adelante  mencio- 
naré los  créditos  concedidos  á  las  Escuelas  de  Agrimensura. 

Como  la  Orden  267  exige  la  edad  de  catorce  anos  para  que  un 
alumno  sea  admitido  á  los  estudios  de  Segunda  Enseñanza,  ó  una 
autorización  especial  si  no  alcanza  esa  edad,  juzgué  conveniente 
declarar  como  requisitos  indispensables  para  obtener  esta  última 
que  el  aspirante  tuviese  trece  años  cumplidos  y  acreditase  haber 
hecho  los  estudios  del  curso  preparatorio  con  aplicación  y  apro- 
vechamiento excepcionales.  Así  lo  hice  por  medio  de  una  rela- 
ción dictada  en  7  de  Septiembre,  y  á  esta  norma  me  he  ajustado 
para  conceder  todas  las  autorizaciones  solicitadas.  Teniendo  en 
cuenta  que  el  objeto  de  haber  señalado  los  catorce  años  como 
edad  legal  para  ingresar  en  los  estudios  superiores  es  procurar 
la  preparación  natural  de  los  alumnos,  mediante  la  instrucción 
primaria  completa,  era  necesario  evitar  que  se  convirtiese  lo 
que  debe  ser  una  gracia  para  casos  excepcionales  en  medio  fácil 
de  eludir  la  ley. 

Eelacionada  íntimamente  con  esta  materia  del  ingreso  está  la 
existencia  del  Curso  preparatorio  en  las  Institutos:  según  tuve 
el  honor  de  manifestar  á  Yd  en  mi  informe  anterior,  convendrá 
mantenerlo  por  dos  ó  tres  años  más,   para  dar  tiempo  á  que  se 
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organicen  en  las  escuelas  públicas  los  cursos  superiores  de  la  en- 
señanza primaria. 

El  12  de  Diciembre  se  inauguraron  en  el  Instituto  de  la  Ha- 
bana las  conferencias  públicas  establecidas  en  él  por  iniciativa 
de  su  Director.  Las  celebradas  hasta  la  fecha  han  estado  á  cargo 
de  los  catedráticos  de  la  Universidad,  doctores  José  A.  Gonzá- 
lez Lanuza,  Juan  Guiteras  y  Arístides  Agüero.  Han  atraído 
numerosa  concurrencia  de  alumnos  y  del  público  en  general,  y 
son  de  esperarse  de  ellas  muy  beneficiosos  resultados. 

Según  se  desprende  de  los  cuadros  estadísticos  que  acompaño 
el  resultado  de  los  exámenes,  tanto  ordinarios  como  extraordi- 
narios, en  los  seis  Institutos,  ha  sido  satisfactorio.  Eo  hay  que 
perder  de  vista  que  se  ha  cambiado  radicalmente  el  mecanismo 
de  estos  ejercicios.  Esto  no  obstante  la  proporción  de  los  ejer- 
cicios desaprobados  temporal  ó  definitivamente  con  los  aproba- 
dos no  resulta  alta.  En  Pinar  del  Eío  es  de  6.8% ;  en  la  Haba- 
na 16.9%;  en  Matanzas  17.6%;  en  Santa  Clara  17.4%;  en  Puer- 
to Príncipe  de  5.7%;  y  en  Santiago  de  Cuba  de  6.5%.  Aún 
suponiendo  que  ha  habido  lenidad  en  Pinar  del  Eío,  Puerto 
Príncipe  y  Santiago  de  Cuba,  y  tomando  el  tipo  más  elevado, 
que  es  el  de  Santa  Clara,  se  vé  que  los  alumnos  han  podido  ven- 
cer las  dificultades  de  la  prueba  escrita. 

El  número  de  grados  de  bachiller  conferidos  en  los  seis  Insti- 
tutos ha  sido  de  49. 

El  resultado  de  la  matrícula  oficial  en  los  Institutos  continúa 
siendo  satisfactorio.  Ha  aumentado  en  11.7%  respecto  á  la  del 
año  anterior;  aumenta  la  atracción  de  los  Institutos  con  respecto 
á  los  colegios  incorporados;  y  se  mantiene  á  buen  nivel  la  asis- 
tencia al  curso  preparatorio. 

El  total  de  alumnos  matriculados  este  año  es  de  823;  pero  des- 
contando 71  que  pertenecen  á  la  Academia  de  Taquigrafía  y 
Escritura  en  Máquina  del  Instituto  de  la  Habana,  todavía  la 
cifra  correspondiente  á  la  segunda  enseñanza  y  escuelas  anexas 
es  de  752  contra  673  del  año  pasado.  Los  colegios  incorporados 
de  la  Habana  dan  un  total  de  alumnos  de  91  contra  205  del  Ins- 
tituto. En  Santa  Clara  hay  19  en  los  colegios  particulares  por 
80  en  el  Instituto;  y  en  Santiago  de  Cuba  6  contra  171  en  el  Ins- 
tituto. En  Matanzas  no  han  llegado  hasta  ahora  noticias  de 
estudiantes  en  colegios  privados;  pero  en  cambio  asisten  33  al 
Instituto  en  calidad  de  oyentes  á  las  clases  superiores.  En  el 
curso  preparatorio  hay  matriculados  este  año  110,  á  los  que  se 
deben  añadir  27  que  van  como  oyentes  al  del  Instituto  de  Ma- 
tanzas, pues  éstos  tienen  el  derecho  de  examinarse  como  alum- 
nos libres.  De  todos  los  datos  reunidos  hasta  la  fecha  resulta 
que  el  número  de  estudiantes  que  cursan  este  año  la  Segunda 
Enseñanza,  tanto  oficial  como  privadamente,  se  eleva  á  928, 
contra  890  en  el  curso  anterior. 

El  empeño  conque  se  ha  tratado  de  combatir  el  mal  hábito  de 
los  antiguos  alumnos  de  nuestros  Institutos  de  faltar  á  clases, 
va  dando  excelentes  frutos.  El  promedio  de  asistencia  no  des- 
ciende en  ninguno  del  75%;  en  Pinar  del  Eío,  Puerto  Príncipe 
y  Santiago  de  Cuba  es  de  80%;  en  Matanzas  llega  á  85%. 
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En  la  Exposición  de  Buffalo  el  Instituto  de  Matanzas  obtuvo 
una  medalla  de  plata  por  su  colección  de  Historia  Natural.  El 
de  Santa  Clara  obtuvo  una  medalla  de  bronce  por  su  colección 
de  Historia  Natural  y  mención  honorífica  por  su  exposición  de 
maderas  y  minerales. 

ESCUELAS   ANEXAS   Á   LOS   INSTITUTOS. 

A  fin  de  que  la  enseñanza  en  la  Escuela  de  Comercio  del  Ins- 
tituto de  la  Habana  adquiera   más   y  más  el   carácter   práctico 
que  le  conviene,  dispuse  en  23  de  Septiembre  que  el  Catedrático, 
de  la  asignatura  D  realice  con  sus  alumnos  visitas  periódicas  á 
la  Aduana  y  á  grandes  almacenes,  donde   puedan  familiarizarse, 
de  visu  con  las  operaciones  comerciales  de  mayor  importancia. 

Con  el  presente  curso  académico  coincidió  la  apertura  de  la 
Escuela  de  Agrimensura  anexa  al  Instituto  de  Pinar  del  Pío, 
por  haber  llenado  la  condición  que  se  le  impuso,  y  presentar 
treinta  y  siete  alumnos  matriculados. 

En  27  de  ISToviembre  se  concedió  á  esta  Escuela  un  crédito  de 
$641-75  para  adquisición  de  material  científico.  En  21  de  Ene- 
ro se  había  concedido  uno  de  $635-75  á  la  Escuela  de  Agrimen- 
sura de  Puerto  Príncipe;  de  donde  resulta  que  en  todo  el  año  se 
han  invertido  en  esa  atención  $1277-50. 

El  resultado  de  estas  Escuelas   corresponde  á  lo  que   de  ellas-/ 
era  de  esperar,  dada  la  conveniencia  de  sus  estudios  en  nuestras 
provincias.     Su  matrícula  ha  aumentado  este  año  notablemente, 
pues  asciende  á  82  alumnos  contra  38  en  el  curso  anterior. 

En  los  exámenes  pasados  han  obtenido  diez  y  seis  estudiantes 
el  título  de  Agrimensor  y  perito  tasador  de  tierras. 

Las  clases  gratuitas  de  enseñanza  popular  establecidas  en  el 
Instituto  de  Matanzas,  de  que  di  cuenta  en  mis  informes  ante- 
riores, continúan  atrayendo  gran  número  de  alumnos.  La  ins- 
cripción este  año  alcanza  á  la  notable  cifra  de  569. 

UNIVERSIDAD. 

Según  había  tenido  el  honor  de  manifestar  á  Yd.  en  mis  dos  . 
anteriores  informes,  la  agrupación  de  las  cátedras  de  la  Escuela 
de  Medicina  necesitaba  refundirse,  para  que  armonizase  con  la 
contextura  del  resto  del  plan  de  la  enseñanza  universitaria. 

Esta  reforma  fué  preparada  por  la  creación  de  dos  nuevos 
grupos,  los  12  y  13 ;  con  la  cual  fueron  elevados  á  la  categoría 
de  profesores  titulares  dos  profesores  auxiliares  que  desempeña- 
ban cátedras  fijas,  es  decir  que  tenían  una  función  propia  de 
tales  profesores  titulares.  La  situación  de  esos  profesores  era 
no  solamente  anómala  en  ese  sentido,  sino  también  teniendo  en 
cuenta  que  no  había  para  ellos  ascenso  posible,  como  para  los-, 
demás  auxiliares,  y  sin  embargo  su  sueldo  era  el  mismo  de  éstos. 
Es  decir  que  se  les  imponían  todos  los  deberes  de  un  profesor 
titular,  sin  ninguna  de  sus  ventajas.  La  Orden  209  de  30  de 
Septiembre  puso  termino  á  este  irregular  estado  de  cosas. 

Pero  aún  con  esto  no  quedaba  desembarazado  el  cuadro  de 
grupos  de  esa  Escuela,  de  la  aglomeración  en  un  sólo  grupo  de 
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auxiliares,  con  las  más  diversas  denominaciones;  y  lo  que  es 
más  singular  de  la  extraña  distribución  de  las  clases  de  un  mis- 
mo profesor  titular  en  grupos  distintos.  Tal  como  fué  prepara- 
do ese  cuadro  por  la  Escuela  de  Medicina  parecía  concebido 
para  perturbar  todo  el  mecanismo  del  plan  de  reorganización  de 
la  Universidad. 

Deseando  poner  término  á  ese  desacuerdo  entre  la  estructura 
de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina  y  la  de  las  otras  Escuelas  de  la  Uni- 
versidad, el  cual  era  un  peligro  para  el  buen  funcionamiento  de 
ésta,  pedí  á  la  Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia  que  me  pre- 
sentara un  proyecto  de  reforma,  y  con  éste  á  la  vista,  y  sin  más 
que  acomodarlo  mejor  á  la  organización  general  de  las  otras  en- 
señanzas, redacté  el  nuevo  cuadro  de  grupos,  que  se  sirvió  Vd. 
aprobar,  y  que  es  el  objeto  de  la  Orden  233  de  29  de  Octubre. 
El  nuevo  cuadro  resulta  perfectamente  claro,  tanto  en  la  distri- 
bución de  las  materias,  cuanto  en  la  relación  del  auxiliar  de 
cada  grupo  con  el  profesor  titular. 

La  autorización  concedida  en  8  de  Marzo  á  la  Facultad  de 
Medicina  y  Farmacia  para  encargar  á  los  auxiliares,  á  propues- 
ta del  profesor  titular,  del  desempeño  de  algunos  de  los  cursos  ó 
medios  cursos  pertenecientes  á  éste,  puede  en  determinados 
casos  facilitar  el  trabajo  en  asignaturas  de  gran  extensión;  y 
por  este  motivo  y  por  haber  sido  aplicada  con  beneplácito  de 
la  Facultad  y  sin  lastimar  ningún  derecho,  creí  conveniente 
mantenerla;  y  así  ha  quedado  prescrito  en  la  Orden  á  que  acabo 
de  referirme. 

También  se  ha  cambiado  en  esta,  y  a  petición  de  la  Escuela 
de  Medicina,  la  forma  en  que  han  de  hacerse  los  ejercicios  para 
obtener  el  grado  de  Doctor. 

La  Orden  266,  serie  de  1900,  por  la  cual  se  reorganizó  la  Uni- 
versidad, establece  los  estudios  necesarios  para  obtener  el  título 
de  perito  químico  agrónomo.  A  fin  de  dar  mayor  amplitud  á 
la  Escuela  de  Agronomía,  dentro  de  las  condiciones  actuales  de 
la  Universidad,  propuse  á  Y.  introducir  en  la  cátedra  B  de  esa 
Escuela  un  curso  de  Fitotecnia,  con  lo  cual  quedaba  subdividida 
en  tres  cursos,  siendo  los  otros  dos  uno  de  Agronomía  y  otro  de 
Zootecnia,  y  autorizar  á  sus  alumnos  á  obtener  el  grado  de  In- 
geniero Agrónomo,  siempre  que  estudiaran,  en  las  otras  Escue- 
las de  la  Universidad,  además  de  las  materias  que  se  requieren 
para  ser  perito,  cursos  de  Economía  Política,  Hidromecánica, 
Materiales  de  Construcción,  Eesistencia  de  Materiales  y  Estáti- 
ca Gráfica,  y  acreditaran  mediante  examen  haber  estudiado  las 
siguientes  materias:  Construcciones  Burales,  Economía  Eural  y 
Contabilidad  Agrícola,  Legislación  Eural  y  Formación  de  pro- 
yectos. V.  se  sirvió  aprobar  este  proyecto  y  legalizarlo  en  la 
Orden  216  de  11  de  Octubre. 

Teniendo  en  cuenta  lo  reciente  de  la  reforma  de  la  {Segunda 
Enseñanza  y  que  han  de  pasar  al  menos  tres  años  antes  de  que 
salgan  de  los  Institutos  alumnos  completamente  preparados  pa- 
ra las  enseñanzas  profesionales,  y  al  mismo  tiempo  la  conve- 
niencia de  facilitar  la  entrada  en  la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros  á 
cuantos  reúnan  los  conocimientos  necesarios,    aunque   no  hayan 
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cursado  toda  la  Enseñanza  Secundaria,  pedí  á  Y.  autorización 
para  conceder  por  ese  período  de  tres  años  el  ingreso  en  la  Es- 
cuela á  los  que  no  fueran  Bachilleres,  pero  acreditaran  median- 
te examen  conocimientos  suficientes  en  Dibujo  Lineal,  Aritmé- 
tica razonada,  Algebra  hasta  ecuaciones  bicuadradas,  Geome- 
tría, Trigonometría  rectilínea,  Física,  Química  y  Mineralogía. 
Esta  concesión  me  había  sido  pedida  con  insistencia.  Y.  se  sir- 
vió autorizarme,  y  dicté  la  disposición  en  7  de  Octubre. 

Con  el  mismo  fin  resolví  en  17  del  mismo  mes  que  los  títulos 
de  Agrimensor  expedidos  por  la  extinguida  Escuela  profesio- 
nal, sirvieran,  como  el  de  Bachiller,  para  el  ingreso  en  la  Es- 
cuela de  Ingenieros,  durante  el  mismo  período  de  tres  años.  Y 
así  también  los  que  expidieron  durante  ese  tiempo  los  Institutos 
Provinciales  que  tienen  anexas  Escuelas  de  Agrimensura. 

En  la  misma  Escuela  de  Ingenieros  he  introducido  algunas 
ligeras  reformas,  que  redundarán  en  provecho  de  su  enseñanza, 
facilitando  los  estudios  preliminares,  sin  perjuicio  de  la  ade- 
cuada extensión  de  esos  conocimientos  en  sus  alumnos.  Por  eso 
he  limitado,  de  acuerdo  con  los  catedráticos  respectivos,  á  la 
Química  inorgánica,  el  estudio  de  la  Química  exigida  á  los  in- 
genieros civiles  y  arquitectos  y  al  de  la  Química  inorgánica  y 
Análisis  químico  el  exigido  á  los  ingenieros  electricistas.  Al 
mismo  tiempo  dispuse  que  el  catedrático  de  construcciones  ci- 
viles dé  á  sus  alumnos  lecciones  especiales  de  construcciones  sa- 
nitarias, y  el  de  Arquitectura  lecciones  de  higiene  de  los  edifi- 
cios, para  suplir  el  curso  general  de  higiene  que  se  exigía  á  los 
estudiantes  de  la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros.  En  mis  resoluciones 
de  8  y  25  de  Noviembre  están  contenidos  esos  cambios. 

El  entretenimiento  y  mejoras  de  los  laboratorios  establecidos  ó 
reformados  en  la  Universidad  ha  continuado  siendo  materia  de 
especial  cuidado.  Con  el  amplio  crédito  concedido  para  mate- 
rial científico  se  ha  hecho  frente  á  sus  necesidades.  Solamente 
la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros  necesita  aún  completar  su  equipo  de 
enseñanza,*  pero  no  será  posible,  mientras  no  se  la  traslade  á  lu- 
gar más  adecuado. 

El  museo  y  laboratorio  antropológicos  han  quedado  instalados 
en  el  piso  alto  del  Instituto  Provincial,  por  falta  de  lugar  en  la 
Universidad.  Son  dignas  de  encomio  la  pericia  y  diligencia  del 
catedrático  de  Antropología  Dr.  Luis  Montané,  en  el  desempe- 
ño de  ese  interesante  encargo.  A  pesar  de  que  solo  lleva  unos 
pocos  meses  de  abierto,  y  de  lo  pequeño  del  crédito  extraordi- 
nario que  se  le  asignó,  el  museo  está  perfectamente  provisto  pa- 
ra la  enseñanza  general  de  la  Antropología  y  es  peculiarmente 
interesante  en  lo  que  se  refiere  á  la  etnografía  cubana,  tanto  del 
período  precolombino,  cuanto  del  posterior  hasta  nuestros  tiem- 
pos.    El  laboratorio  está  perfectamente  equipado. 

También  merecen  especial  mención  el  tino  y  suficiencia  con 
que  ha  procedido  el  catedrático  de  Física  de  la  Escuela  de  Cien- 
cias, Dr.  Plácido  Biosca  y  Yiñolas  al  invertir  el  crédito  que  se 
le  concedió  para  enriquecer  su  gabinete.  Éste  no  deja  hoy  na- 
da que  desear  por  lo  perfeccionado  y  excelente  de  sus  aparatos. 

Como  era  necesario  poner  el   catedrático   de   Agronomía   en, 


46 

condiciones  de  hacer  práctica  su  enseñanza,  y  en  vista  de  las 
dificultades  con  que  había  tropezado  para  encontrar  terreno 
adecuado  á  campo  de  experimentación  en  las  cercanías  de  esta 
capital,  lo  autoricé  en  7  de  Octubre  para  disponer  con  ese  obje- 
to una  parte  del  Jardín  Botánico  de  la  Universidad.  Inmedia- 
tamente comenzó  los  trabajos  necesarios,  y  en  la  actualidad  está 
procediendo  á  experiencias  de  plantación  y  cultivo  de  verdade- 
ra utilidad.  Al  mismo  tiempo  la  parte  del  Jardín  que  sigue 
destinada  á  su  primitivo  uso,  y  que  había  estado  en  total  aban- 
dono, ha  sido  restaurada  por  completo  y  sembrada  conveniente- 
mente.    Ya  el  catedrático  de  Botánica  dá  en  él  sus  clases. 

Debo  también  mencionar  que  la  biblioteca  especial  de  la  Fa- 
cultad de  Letras  y  Ciencias  se  ha  enriquecido  de  tal  suerte,  que 
hoy  responde  verdaderamente  á  su  objeto.  El  aumento  se  ha 
hecho  con  pericia;  y  es  de  muy  cerca  de  quinientos  volúmenes. 

Por  los  datos  estadísticos  que  van  adjuntos  se  vé  que  los  alum- 
nos de  la  Universidad  han  podido  pasar  del  examen  oral  al  exa- 
men escrito  de  un  modo  plausible.  La  proporción  de  los  ejer- 
cicios desaprobados  con  los  aprobados  es  aún  más  baja  que  en 
los  Institutos.  En  la  Facultad  de  Letras  y  Ciencias  ha  sido  de 
9.7%;  en  la  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia  de  14.3%;  y  en  la  de  De- 
recho de  1.1%.  En  verdad  esta  última  cifra  es  tan  excesiva- 
mente baja,  que  parece  acusar  demasiada  lenidad  en  los  exami- 
nadores ó  algún  defecto  en  el  mecanismo  del  examen. 

La  matrícula  general  de  la  Universidad  para  el  curso  actual 
es  ligeramente  inferior  á  la  del  curso  pasado;  576  alumnos  con- 
tra 662.  Poro  si  se  toma  en  cuenta  el  aumento  ocurrido  en  la 
matrícula  de  los  Institutos,  que  son  las  escuelas  preparatorias 
para  la  Universidad,  no  resulta  ventaja  alguna  para  el  curso 
pasado,  en  la  totalidad  de  los  estudiantes  matriculados  en  la 
Enseñanza  Superior. 

La  pequeña  fluctuación  ocurrida  en  la  Universidad  no  es  pa- 
ra sorprender.  Ocurre  siempre  en  más  ó  en  menos  de  un  año  á 
otro.  Hay  que  tomar  períodos  por  lo  menos  de  cinco  años  nor- 
males para  apreciar  si  el  movimiento  es  verdaderamente  de 
avance  ó  retroceso.  Por  otra  parte  no  hay  que  perder  de  vista 
que  la  reforma  radical  de  la  Segunda  Enseñanza  detendrá  por 
algún  tiempo  el  aflujo  de  estudiantes  á  la  Universidad,  pues  pa- 
ra ingresar  en  ella  es  necesario  el  título  de  Bachiller,  y  hoy  es 
mucho  más  difícil  obtenerlo.  Las  condiciones  económicas  del 
país  no  son  tampoco  favorables  á  un  aumento  mayor  al  obteni- 
do en  la  matrícula  en  los  dos  cursos  posteriores  á  la  reforma. 
Las  familias  de  mediana  posición,  que  son  las  que  dan  el  mayor 
contingente,  sufren  grandemente  con  el  estancamiento  de  las 
transacciones.  De  ello  bastan  para  dar  testimonios  las  constan- 
tes peticiones  que  recibo  para  demorar  el  pago  de  matrículas  ó 
hacerlo  después  de  vencidos  los  plazos  reglamentarios. 

Durante  el  curso  pasado  ha  conferido  el  Beetor  ciento   veinte 
.grados  de  Doctor  ó  sus  equivalentes,  en  las  distintas  Facultades. 
De  éstos,  once  corresponden  á  la  Escuela  de  Letras  y  Filosofía, 
uno  á  la  de  Pedagogía,  dos  á  la  de  Ciencias,  siete  á  la  de  Inge- 
nieros, cuarenta  y  seis  á  la  de  Medicina,    veinticinco  á  la  de 
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^Farmacia,  quince  á  la  de  Derecho  Civil,  cuatro  á  la  de  D&recho 
público  v  nueve  han  sido  títulos  extrangeros  incorporados. 

De  las  tres  becas  de  viaje  que  concede  la  nueva  Ley  universi- 
taria á  alumnos  eminentes  de  cada  una  de  las  tres  Facultades 
dos  han  sido  ya  provistas.  En  13  de  Noviembre  se  concedió  la 
correspondiente  á  la  Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Farmacia  al  Dr. 
Augel  A.  Aballí  y  Arellano;  y  en  13  de  Diciembre  al  Dr.  José 
Hevia  y  Fernández  la  de  la  Facultad  de  Derecho. 

Las  mismas  razones  que  me  movieron  á  recomendar  á  las  Jun- 
tas de  Educación  la  línea  de  ccnducta  que  debían  seguir,  para 
no  menoscabar  los  derechos  de  los  maestros  como  electores,  me 
movieron  á  dirigir  al  Sector  de  la  Universidad  en  4  de  Diciem- 
bre la  carta  oficial  que  voy  á  trascribir,  más  necesaria  si  se  quie- 
re que  la  circular  sobre  los  maestros,  por  cuanto  la  situación 
personal  del  catedrático  le  consiente  participación  más  directa 
en  las  contiendas  políticas.     Dice  así: 

u  Los  deberes  de  los  catedráticos  para  con  la  Universidad  no 
-"se  reducen  al  exacto  desempeño  de  sus  tareas  docentes;  por 
u  que  la  Universidad  no  debe  ser  un  mero  centro  de  enseñanza; 
"sino  además  una  altísima  entidad  moral,  escuela  de  civismo  á 
"la  par  que  federación  de  escuelas  profesionales.  Catedráticos 
"  y  alumnos  son  miembros  de  una  grande  asociación,  destinada 
"  no  solo  á  preparar  para  las  carreras  útiles,  sino  á  dar  constan- 
te ejemplo  de  sanas  y  fortificantes  virtudes  sociales.  Natu- 
"  raímente  á  los  primeros  incumbe  mostrar  el  camino  á  los  se- 
"  gundos;  y  demostrar  en  todos  sus  actos  qae  están  penetrados 
"  del  noble  sentimiento  de  solidaridad  que  los  une  al  gran  cuer- 
"  po  universitario. 

"  En  este  difícil  período  de  nuestra  vida  colectiva,  cuando  se 
"  agitan  desbordadas  las  pasiones  y  parecen  próximos  á  romper- 
"  se  los  más  fuertes  vínculos  de  la  disciplina  social,  importa  in- 
"  deciblemente  á  los  profesores  de  la  Universidad  de  la  Habana 
"  tener  ante  los  ojos  lo  que  deben  á  su  elevado  ministerio.  Ciu- 
"  dadanos  son  á  la  vez  que  profesores;  pero  al  ejercitar  sus  de- 
"  rechos  cívicos  no  deben  perder  de  vista  los  compromisos,  de 
"  orden  ruperior,  que  les  impone  su  difícil  función  de  mentores 
"  de  la  juventud,  que  se  prepara  para  asumir  la  dirección  de 
"  nuestra  sociedad. 

"  Ninguna  traba  han  de  encontrar  los  catedráticos  de  la  Uni- 
"  versidad  en  las  autoridades  de  este  Departamento  para  su  li- 
"  bre  participación  en  la  lucha  electoral;  pero  es  deber  suyo  an- 
teponer siempre  su  carácter  de  profesores,  con  todas  las  obli- 
"  gaciones  que  de  él  se  derivan,  á  las  seducciones  del  interés  de 
"  partido.  No  dice  bien  un  catedrático  convertido  en  agitador 
°  público,  y  menos  hecho  blanco  de  vociferaciones  insultantes. 

"  Difícil  parece  trazar  la  línea  divisoria  entre  los  derechos 
"  del  ciudadano  y  los  deberes  del  profesor;  pero  no  resultará  así 
"teniendo  en  cuenta  que  cuanto  gane  el  catedrático  en  el  respe- 
"  to  de  sus  conciudadanos  redundará  en  prestigio  de  la  Universi- 
"  dad,  cuya  función  pública  no  es  menos  alta,  que  la  de  ningún 
x  ¿  otro  organismo  del  cuerpo  político. 
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u  Espero,  señor  Rector,  que  estas  consideraciones  inspiradas 
u  en  el  más  vivo  interés  por  la  Universidad  y  por  lo  patria,  sirvan 
i(  de  norma  á  los  catedráticos  en  el  presente  período  electoral. 7? 

Al  mismo  tiempo  le. dirigí  en  forma  circular  á  los  Directores 
de  los  Institutos,  por  ser  aplicables  igualmente  su  espíritu  y 
conceptos  á  los  profesores  de  Segunda  Enseñanza. 

En  mi  anterior  informe  puse  en  conocimiento  de  Vd.  que  había 
nombrado  una  comisión  con  plenos  poderes  para  procederá  in- 
vestigar las  irregularidades  que  se  habían  cometido  en  la  Facul- 
tad de  Medicina  y  Farmacia,  al  pagar  sus  haberes  á  ciertos  pro- 
fesores, en  contra  délo  dispuesto  en  la  Orden  266,  serie  de  1900. 
Después  de  minuciosa  pesquisa,  la  Comisión  me  informó  en  24  de 
Septiembre  que  del  expediente  formado  resultaba  que  cuatro  ca- 
tedráticos de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina  y  dos  de  la  Escuela  de  Ci- 
rugía Dental  habían  percibido  durante  algunos  meses  cantidades 
superiores  á  las  que  le  correspondían  según  la  recta  interpreta- 
ción de  los  preceptos  de  la  Orden  citada;  pero  que,  fuera  de  la 
obligación  de  reintegrar  al  tesoro  público  el  exceso  de  lo  cobrado, 
no  resultaba  contra  ellos  otro  cargo,  por  haber  demostrado  que 
no  habían  procedido  de  mala  fe  ó  dolo.  Ese  exceso  ascendía 
á  $640.53. 

De  acuerdo  con  el  parecer  de  la  Comisión  dispuse  en  28  del 
mismo  mes  que  los  catedráticos  aludidos  verificasen  el  reintegro; 
y  en  13  de  Diciembre  me  comunicó  el  Eector  de  lo  Universidad 
que  así  lo  habían  hecho  todos. 

Obedeciendo  á  una  orden  de  Yd.,  dispuse  en  17  de  Agosto 
que  los  distintos  establecimientos  de  enseñanza  y  las  diversas 
oficinas  dependientes  de  este  Departamento  nombrasen  respec- 
tivamente un  funcionario  que  fiscalizara  la  inversión  del  mate- 
rial que  adquiriesen,  y  fuera  responsable  de  él. 

Para  que  se  pueda  apreciar  con  exactitud  lo  que  cuesta  la 
Enseñanza  Superior  al  Tesoro  de  la  Isla,  dispuse  en  8  de  Agosto 
que  se  publicasen  en  la  "Gaceta"  cuadros  de  los  ingresos  produ- 
cidos por  los  conceptos  de  matrículas,  derechos  de  examen  y 
grados  é  incorporaciones  de  títulos  extranjeros  en  la  Universi- 
dad, Institutos  y  Escuelas  anexas.  De  esos  cuadros  resulta 
que  durante  el  curso  de  1900  á  1901,  la  Universidad  recaudó 
$35,531.75$  y  los  Institutos  $19,069.50,  que  se  descomponen 
así:  el  de  la  Habana:  $6,849.50;  el  de  Pinar  del  Eío:  $1,389; 
el  de  Matanzas:  $  2,412.50;  el  de  Santa  Clara:  $2,497.50;  el  de 
Puerto  Príncipe,  $  1,845.50;  y  el  de  Santiago  de  Cuba,  $  3.625.50.. 
El  total  de  lo  recaudado  por  esos  conceptos  fué  $54,601.25;  que 
han  de  deducirse  de  lo  presupuesto  para  el  sostenimiento  de 
esos  establecimientos. 

En  la  Exposición  Pan-Americana  la  Universidad  obtuvo  dos 
premios:  una  medalla  de  oro  por  su  colección  de  memorias  y 
tesis,  y  una  de  plata  el  catedrático  de  Química  Dr.  Carlos 
They  es,  por  las  preparaciones  de  sus  alumnos. 

Como  el  Rector  de  la  Universidad  ha  de  explicar  los  títulos 
que  determina  la  orden  430  de  la  serie  de  1900  á  los  que  verifi- 
quen su  incorporación  de  títulos  extranjeros  ante  los  tribunales 
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que  funcionan  en  Puerto  Príncipe  y  Santiago  de  Cuba,  en  13  de 
Agosto,  previa  consulta  del  Rector,  dicté  las  reglas  á  que  habían 
de  ajustarse,  tanto  los  tribunales  de  examen  como  la  Universi- 
dad, en  los  trámites  para  hacer  constar  la  incorporación. 

A  fin  de  que  la  Junta  de  Inspectores  de  la  Universidad  pueda 
proceder  con  desembarazo  al  cumplimiento  de  sus  importantes, 
funciones,  la  excité  para  qae  redactase  su  reglamento,  á  tenor 
de  las  aclaraciones  contenidas  en  la  comunicación  que  había  di- 
rigido á  su  Presidente  y  á  que  me  referí  en  mi  anterior  informe. 
Así  lo  hizo  la  Junta;  y  en  12  de  Noviembre  aprobé  el  Regla- 
mento que  me  presentó,  y  del  cual  acompaño  copia. 

Pocos  cambios  han  ocurrido  en  el  profesorado  de  la  Universi- 
dad é  Institutos;  y  casi  todos  han  sido  ocasionados  por  el  sensi- 
ble fallecimiento  de  algunos  catedráticos.  La  Universidad  ha 
perdido  al  Dr.  José  Rafael  Montalvo  en  21  de  Junio,  al  Dr.  Ni- 
colas Heredia  en  12  de  Julio  y  al  Dr.  Federico  Hortsmann,  en 
■7  dé  Septiembre.  Como  estos  dos  últimos  eran  titulares  fueron 
sucedidos  por  los  auxiliares  respectivos. 

La  Escuela  de  Comercio  de  la  Habana  había  perdido  en  7  de 
de  de  Abril  al  profesor  Manuel  Yillanova  y  el  Instituto  de  San- 
tiago de  Cuba,  en  10  del  mismo  mes  al  profesor  Luis  Garriga 
Prieto.  En  14  de  Diciembre  ha  fallecido  el  Dr.  Juan  B.  Miche- 
lena,  profesor  del  Instituto  de  Pinar  del  Río.  Las  vacantes  que 
éstos  han  dejado  han  sido  provistas  por  concurso  ú  oposición 
según  los  casos.     La  del  Dr.  Michelena  está  aún  vacante. 

El  profesor  del  Instituto  de  Santa  Clara  Ángel  Haza  y  Yaldés 
renunció  su  cátedra  en  15  de  Octubre. 

ACADEMIA   DE   PINTURA   Y   ESCULTURA. 

Con  objeto  de  atender  de  un  modo  constante  é  inmediato  á  las 
necesidades  de  esta  útil  institución,  encargué  el  1?  de  Julio  al 
Sr.  Subsecretario  de  Instrucción  Pública,  Dr.  Esteban  Borrero 
Echeverría,  de  su  inspección  técnica  y  administrativa. 

Algunas  mejoras  se  han  introducido  en  la  disposición  desús 
clases.  Yd.  se  ha  servido  aprobar  el  proyecto  que  le  tenía  pre- 
sentado para  construir  dos  estudios  en  la  parte  alta  del  edificio 
que  ocupa  la  Academia,  y  esta  importante  innovación  ha  de  re- 
dundar en  positiva  ventaja  para  su  enseñanza. 

Su  matrícula  se  mantiene  tan  elevada  como  en  el  curso  ante- 
rior. Esta  asciende  á  481  alumnos;  de  los  cuales  418  asisten  á 
los  cursos  elementales,  y  63  á  los  superiores.  De  ellos  267  son 
hombres  y  214  mujeres. 

El  menaje  de  la  Academia  se  ha  renovado;  y  ya  tiene  en  uso 
los  nuevos  modelos  que  se  habían  encargado  á  Paris. 

En  5  de  Septiembre  obtuve  de  Yd.  que  se  aumentase  en  $  120 
anuales  la  consignación  dará  su  material. 

Desde  comienzos  de  este  curso  la  clase  de  escultura  está  bajo  la 
dirección  del  Sr.  Eamiro  Trigueros,  discípulo  aventajado  déla 
Academia  de  Yalencia  y  pensionado  en  Poma. 

ESCUELA   DE   ARTES   Y   OFICIOS. 

No  decae  el  espíritu  que  anima  este  benéfico  instituto.     Me 
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es  muy  grato  hacer  constar  que  la  exhibición  de  sus  trabajos  en 
Buffalo  ha  sido  un  triunfo  para  Cuba.  Obtuvo  una  medalla  de 
oro;  y  segiíu  testimonio  del  Sr.  Machado,  el  Jurado  que  se  la 
concedió  hubo  de  manifestar  u  que  'era  uno  de  los  premios  más 
merecidos  de  cuantos  se  concedieron  en  la  Exposición." 

Su  matrícula  sigue  en  aumento.  Para  el  curso  actual  snbe  á 
371  alumnos,  contra  322  en  el  pasado.  De  esos,  269  reciben  la 
enseñanza  diurna  y  102  la  nocturna. 

El  espléndido  edificio  que  se  está  construyendo  para  sus  clases 
y  museos,  estará  terminado  en  breve;  y  será  un  bello  testimonio 
del  interés  que  ha  merecido  á  Vd.  la  enseñanza  y  elevación  moral 
de  nuestra  clase  obrera. 

Como  verá  Yd.  por  cuanto  precede,  Sr.  Gobernador,  ios  que 
han  recibido  de  Vd.  el  encargo  de  la  renovación  de  la  enseñanza 
pública  en  Cuba  han  continuado  su  difícil  labor  con  el  mismo 
celo  con  que  la  emprendieron.  La  Administración  no  ha  escati- 
mado ni  su  buena  voluntad,  ni  los  recursos,  para  llevarla  adelan- 
te con  éxito.  Lo  que  falta  por  hacer  depende  ya,  más  que  del 
impulso  que  ella  siga  dando,  de  la  colaboración  inteligente  del 
pueblo  cubano,  en  cuyo  servicio  y  para  cuyo  bien,  se  ha  intenta- 
do esta  gran  obra. 

De  Yd.  muy  respetuosamente, 

Enrique  José  Varona, 

Secretario  de  Instrucción  Publica. 


MEMORIA 


JEFE  DE  LA  SECCIÓN  DE  LEGISLACIÓN  Y  ESTADÍSTICA 


SECRETARIA  DE  INSTRUCCIÓN  PUBLICA. 


SECEETAEIA  DE  INSTBUCCION  PUBLICA. 


Habana  6  de  Enero  de  1902. 

Se&or  Secretario  de  Instrucción  Pública; 

Tengo  el  honor  de  presentar  á  Y.,  cumpliendo  su  superior 
mandato,  una  memoria  de  todos  los  informes  que  como  letrado 
consultor  de  esta  Secretaría,  he  emitido  desde  el  mes  de  Octu- 
bre del  año  de  1900,  así  como  de  las  resoluciones,  que  con  vista 
de  dichos  dictámenes,  se  ha  servido  Y.  dictar. 

Sería  tarea  agena  al  propósito  que  inspira  este  trabajo,  hacer 
reseña  detallada  de  cada  asunto.  Me  limitaré,  pues,  á  señalar 
los  puntos  esenciales  de  los  mismos;  y  en  cuanto  á  las  considera- 
ciones legales  en  que  he  basado  mis  apreciaciones,  haré  caso 
omiso  de  aquellas  de  poca  importancia,  para  no  ocuparme  más 
que  de  las  conclusiones  capitales  de  cada  dictamen. 

En  las  cuestiones  relacionadas  con  la  Universidad  é  Institutos, 
fácil  ha  sido  mi  empeño.  Para  resolverlas  no  he  tenido  más 
que  fijarme  en  las  leyes  y  disposiciones  coloniales,  vigentes  aún 
en  esta  Isla.  Empero,  háme  sido  imposible  seguir  esta  línea  de 
criterio  en  todos  los  casos  relativos  á  la  Primera  Enseñanza,  so- 
metidos por  Y.  á  mi  examen.  La  Ley  Escolar  mandada  á  ob- 
servar por  la  Orden  No.  368  de  1?  de  Agosto  de  1900,  por  sus 
caracteres  y  estructura,  es  una  ley  americana.  Eesponde  á  un 
estado  social  y  político  distinto  del  que  ha  existido  en  esta  Isla 
hasta  el  i?  de  Enero  de  1889.  No  siéndome  posible  suplir  el 
silencio  de  esa  ley  escolar  con  precedentes  de  origen  monárqui- 
co, he  tenido  necesidad  al  interpretarla  ó  llenar  sus  vacíos  en 
mis  dictámenes,  de  buscar  en  el  sentido  democrático  que  inspira 
todos  los  actos  del  pueblo  de  los  Estados  Unidos,— para  uno  de 
cuyos  territorios  fueron  formados  los  preceptos  de  esa  ley, — la 
verdadera  regla  de  mis  apreciaciones. 

Hechas  estas  consideraciones,  paso  á  hacer  la  relación  orde- 
nada por  Y. 

*** 

El  Dr.  Agustín  Yarona  presentó  en  2  de  Octubre  del  año  pa- 
sado en  esta  Secretaría,  una  instancia  en  que  con  el  carácter  de 
Vocal  del  Tribunal  de  Oposiciones  á  la  Cátedra  u  A??  de  la  Es- 
cuela de  Medicina,  formulaba  su  protesta,  solicitando  al  mismo 
tiempo  la  nulidad  de  dichas  oposiciones,  fundado  en  queen  ellas 
se  habían  cometido  una  serie  de  irregularidades,  de  falsas  apre- 
ciaciones de  los  hechos  y  de  combinaciones  no  académicas  ni 
-científicas,  sino  de  orden  puramente  personal  y  egoísta. 
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Pasado  el  expediente  de  las  oposiciones,  por  orden  de  V.  & 
informe  del  que  suscribe,  evacué  este  último  en  el  sentido  de  que 
debia  declararse  sin  lugar  la  nulidad  solicitada  por  el  Dr.  Va- 
rona, entre  otras  razones,  porque  del  examen  de  los  documentos 
que  obraban  en  el  expediente  no  aparecían  comprobados  los  Jie- 
chos  é  irregularidades  expuestos  por  el  recurrente 5  que  com- 
puesto el  Tribunal  de  Oposiciones  de  cinco  miembros,  era  indis- 
cutible que  si  al  juzgar  a  los  opositores  tres  de  aquellos  hicieron 
constar  su  opinión  colocando  en  primer  lugar  al  Dr.  José  "Várela 
JZequeira  y  en  segundo  al  Dr.  José  A.  Fresno,  formaron  al  rea- 
lizar tal  acto  la  mayoría  necesaria  para  dar  vida  y  fuerza  legal 
al  fallo  resolutorio  de  las  oposiciones;  y  que  aceptar  otro  crite- 
rio sería  admitir  que  las  protestas  y  actos  más  ó  menos  justifica- 
dos de  una  minoría,  pudieran  hacer  ilusorios  los  acuerdos  de 
todo  cuerpo  colegiado. 

De  conformidad  con  este  dictamen,  propuso  V.  al  Sr.  Gober- 
nador Militar  el  nombramiento  del  Dr.  José  Tárela  Zequeira 
para  la  Cátedra  de  Jefe  de  Trabajos  "  A."  déla  Escuela  de  Me- 
dicina. 

.  ***  . 

Habiendo  solicitado  el  Sr.  Leandro  GL  Alcorta  en  13  de  Octu- 
bre del  año  pasado  hacer  oposición  ala  asignatura  ¿íH7?  del 
Instituto  de  esta  ciudad,  alegando  como  fundamento  de  esa  pre- 
tensión que  en  otra  instancia  anterior,  al  presentarse  como  opo- 
sitor á  la  misma  Cátedra  del  Instituto  de  Pinar  del  Río,  lo  había 
hecho  también  para  la  de  otro  cualquier  Instituto  de  la  Isla,  que- 
para  su  día  se  reservaba  el  derecho  de  elegir,  se  formó  en  esta 
Secretaría  el  oportuno  expediente;  en  el  que  informé  á  V.  debía 
denegarse  lo  solicitado  por  el  Sr.  Alcorta;  toda  vez  que  no  ha- 
biendo este  último  expresado  en  su  primera  instancia  por  modo 
terminante  que  también  aspiraba  á  la  Cátedra  del  Instituto  de 
la  Habana,  se  establecería,  de  acceder  á  su  pretensión,  el  prece- 
dente de  que  bastaba  á  un  candidato  reservarse  el  derecho  de 
que  pretendía  hacer  uso  el  Sr.  Alcorta,  para  oponerse  una  tras 
otra  á  todas  las  Cátedras  de  los  seis  Institutos  de  la  Isla. 

Conforme  V.  con  este  dictamen,  dictó  su,  resolución  de  15  de 
Octubre  de  1900. 

En  el  expediente  formado  en  esta  Secretaría  á  consecuencia, 
de  haber  denunciado  el  semanario  u  La  Independencia"  de  Re- 
gla, varios  actos  de  violencia  realizados  por  el  maestro  de  ese 
distrito  escolar,  Sr.  José  Fiol  y  Bauza,  emití  dictamen,  con  cu- 
ya conclusión  de  que  debía  imponérsele  al  citado  maestro  una 
corrección  disciplinaria,  se  conformó  V. ;  ordenando  en  su  con- 
secuencia se  le  apercibiera  de  que  en  lo  sucesivo  tratara  de  ajus- 
tar  su  conducta  á  lo  preceptuado  en  el  Artículo  40  del  Regla- 
mento dictado  por  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Regla. 

Constituida  en  1?  de  Agosto  de  1900,  con   arreglo  á  la  Ordena 
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Civil  N?  279,  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Sancti  Spíritus,  reclamó 
del  Ayuntamiento  de  dicha  ciudad  varios  bienes  pertenecientes 
al  ramo  de  Instrucción  Pública,  que  se  encontraban  en  poder  de 
la  última  Corporación.  A  esta  reclamación,  basada  en  16  que 
dispone  el  artículo  54  de  la  propia  Orden  279,  hoy  N?  368,  se 
opuso  el  Ayuntamiento,  fundándose  á  su  vez  en  el  texto  literal 
del  citado  articuló  54.  Habiendo  acudido  á  Vd.  la  Junta  de 
Educación  para  que  determinara  cual  de  las  dos  Corporaciones 
estaba  en  su  derecho,  emití  como  conclusión  capital  del  informe 
ordenado  por  Yd.,  que  en  el  terreno  estrictamente  legal,  ó  sea 
con  arreglo  á  los  artículos  21,  52,  53,  54,  55  y  56,  de  la  referida 
Orden  N?  368,  á  nadie  más  que  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  corres- 
pondía la  posesión  y  administración  de  los  bienes  en  disputa; 
pero  como  para  conocer  el  derecho  perfecto  y  exclusivo  que 
dicha  Junta  podía  tener,  era  necesario  examinar  las  escrituras 
de  donación  é  imposición  de  los  citados  bienes,  sometí  á  la  con- 
sideración de  Yd.  la  conveniencia  de  ordenar  á  la  Junta  remi- 
tiese aquellos  documentos.  * 
Yd.  decretó  de  conformidad  con  este  dictamen. 


*** 

En  24  de  Diciembre  de  1900  ordenó  el  Sr.  Director  del  Insti- 
tuto de  2?  Enseñanza  de  Santiago  de  Cuba  se  formase  expedien- 
te al  Catedrático  del  mismo,  Sr.  Faustino  Manduley,  por  haber 
llegado  á  su  conocimiento  que  en  la  noche  del  22  del  propio  mes 
había  sido  detenido  dicho  Catedrático  á  consecuencia  de  haber 
sido  sorprendido  en  la  morada  de  una  señorita  con  quien  llevaba 
relaciones.  Fundóse  para  dictar  esta  resolución  el  Director  del 
Instituto  en  que  el  hecho  pudiera  revestir  carácter  de  escándalo1 
y  caer  dentro  de  las  prescripciones  de  los  artículos  17  y  18  del 
Eeglamento  de  los  Establecimientos  de  2^  Enseñanza.  Practi- 
cadas las  diligencias  en  el  expediente,  se  lo  remitió  á  Yd.  para 
su  resolución  el  Director  del  Instituto,  y*  pasado  á  informe  del 
que  suscribe,  llamé  la  atención  de  Yd.  respecto  á  que  no  apare- 
cía comprobado  que  el  hecho  realizado  por  el  Sr.  Manduley 
fuera  delictuoso  y  que  el  mismo  no  caía  bajo  ninguna  de  las  dis- 
posiciones disciplinarias  del  Eeglamento  de  los  Institutos  de  Se- 
gunda Enseñanza;  cuya  tendencia  capital  es  preservar  el  orden 
y  la  moralidad  en  el  interior  de  los  Institutos.  Además,  que 
los  artículos  17  y  18,  xinicos  en  que  dicho  Eeglamento  se  ocupa 
de  actos  realizados  fuera  de  aquellos  Establecimientos,  no  eran 
aplicables  al  caso  del  Sr.  Manduley;  por  lo  que  estimaba  que  no 
era  posible  seguir  adelante  el  expediente  y  se  devolviera  el  mis- 
mo al  Sr.  Director  del  Instituto  para  que  se  archivara;  recor- 
dándole que  siempre  que  inicie  procedimientos  de  esa  clase,  se 
fije  bien  antes  en  la  naturaleza  del  hecho  que  lo  motiva,  y  si  di- 
cho hecho  cae  dentro  de  alguna  prescripción  penal  contenida  en 
el  Eeglamento  de  Segunda  Enseñanza,  así  como  de  dar  conoci- 
miento del  expediente  que  se  forme  á  la  Junta  de  Profesores,  en 
cumplimiento  de  lo  preceptuado  en  el  artículo  15  de  dicho  Ee- 
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glamento,  en  relación  con  el  inciso  3?  del  artículo  75  del  Begla- 
mento  de  la  Universidad,  aplicable  por  analogía. 

Usted  resolvió  en  26  de  Enero  del  corriente  año,  de  acuerdo 
con  este  dictamen. 

*** 

Habiendo  puesto  en  conocimiento  de  V.  el  Director  del  perió- 
dico "El  Yillareño, 7?  de  esta  ciudad,  que  en  la  imprenta  "Él 
Trabajo, "  Amistad  63,  estaban  trabajando  dos  niños  menores 
de  catorce  años,  los  cuales  no  asistían  á  ninguna  escuela  pública 
ni  privada,  así  como  que  bacía  un  mes  había  denunciado  este 
hecho  al  Consejo  Escolar  de  la  Habana,  sin  que  hubiera  resuelto 
nada  sobre  el  particular;  y  practicada,  de  orden  de  Y.,  la  opor- 
tuna investigación  por  el  Superintente  de  Escuelas  de  esta  Pro- 
vincia, dictaminé  que  de  ella  resultaba  evidenciada  una  gran 
apatía  é  indiferencia  en  el  cumplimiento  de  las  «agradas  obliga- 
ciones impuestas  por  la  Orden  £T°  368,  y  de  las  que  eran  culpa- 
bles el  dueño  de  la  imprenta  y  el  Inspector  Especial  dentro  de 
cuya  demarcación  se  encontraba  dicho  establecimiento;  á  los 
cuales  por  las  infracciones  escolares  que  habían  cometido  debía 
castigárseles  con  las  penas  señaladas  en  la  x>recitada  Orden  N? 
368;  que  los  hechos  en  que  consistían  dichas  infracciones  debían 
pasar,  con  arreglo  á  lo  prescrito  en  el  artículo  94  de  la  precita- 
da Orden,  á  conocimiento  del  Juez  correccional  respectivo;  pero 
que  antes  era  conveniente  se  librase  orden  al  Presidente  del 
Consejo  Escolar  de  esta  ciudad  para  que  remitiese  á  Y.  copia 
certificada  de  la  denuncia,  que  según  afirmaba  el  Director  del 
periódico  u  El  Yillareño,  77  remitió  á  dicha  Corporación  un  mes 
antes  de  dirigir  á  Y.  la  carta  que  motivó  mi  dictamen. 

Con  fecha  25  de  Marzo  del  año  próximo  pasado  ordenó  Y.  al 
Presidente  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  la  Habana  se  formase 
expediente  para  depurar  las  responsabilidades  en  que  habían 
incurrido  el  dueño  de  la  imprenta  "El  Trabajo,  "  el  Inspector 
Especial  encargado  de  la  demarcación  en  que  se  encuentra  ese 
establecimiento  y  el  otro  Inspector  que  emitió  el  informe  tras- 
ladado á  Y.  por  el  Sr.  Superintendente  de  Escuelas  de  esta  Pro- 
vincia. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  formado  en  esta  Secretaría,  por  haber  de- 
nunciado el  periódico  "El  Eepublicano7'  de  Santa  Clara:  pri- 
mero, que  en  el  pueblo  del  Cristo,  provincia  de  Santiago  de 
Chiba,  no  asistían  los  niños  á  la  escuela,  reuniéndose  á  jugar  al 
monte  y  los  dados  en  solares  abandonados;  segundo,  que  el  Sr. 
Leopoldo  Domínguez,  maestro  de  San  Juan  de  las  Yeras,  Pro- 
vincia de  Santa  Clara,  después  de  jugar  al  billar  en  una  fonda 
con  un  pariente  suyo,  le  había  disparado  tres  tiros  en  la  calle  de 
San  Juan  Bautista,  hiriéndole;  y  tercero,  que  el  Inspector  Espe- 
cial de  la  misma  localidad,  Sr.  Yicente  Aguilar,  desde  que  ejer- 
ce su  cargo,  no  ha  impuesto  una  sola  multa,  á  pesar  de  no  asis- 
tir á  clase  muchos  niños;  emití  informe,  con  cuyas  conclusiones 
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■4se  conformó  Y.,  ordenando  se  formaran  por  las  autoridades  esco- 
lares respectivas,  los  correspondientes  expedientes  para  el  escla- 
recimiento de  los  hechos  arriba  mencionados. 

***■ 

En  el  expediente  de  cesantía  seguido  por  la  Junta  de  Euca- 
•ción  de  San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas,  contra  la  Srita.  María 
Amelia  Seigle  y  Pereira,  maestra  de  la  escuela  N?  6,  de  dicho 
.distrito  escolar,  por  estar  conceptuada  como  contraria  al 
'Gobierno  constituido  y  no  emplear  el  sistema  de  enseñanza 
dispuesto  por  la  legislación  vigente;  informe  á  Yd.  que  no  apa- 
reciendo justificado  este  último  extremo  en  el  expediente,  ni 
ameritando  la  suspensión  de  un  maestro  la  comisión  de  los  actos 
de  carácter  político  imputados  á  la  Srita  Seigle,  debía  ésta  ser 
repuesta  en  su  destino,  sin  que  fuera  óbice  para  dictar  tal  reso- 
lución, que  ella  hubiese  cometido  ciertas  faltas  leves;  porque 
éstas  no  ameritan  una  medida  tan  radical  y  severa  como  la  ce- 
santía. 

Con  este  informe  se  conformó  Yd.  ordenando  la  reposición  de 
la  Srta.  Seigle. 
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*** 


En  el  expediente  promovido  en  esta  Secretaría,  con  motivo  de 
la  instancia  presentada  en  8  de  Marzo  del  año  próximo  pasado 
por  Osear  Giraud,  solicitando  se  suspendiera  de  su  cargo  de  Di- 
rector de  un  subdistrito  escolar  de  Batabanó,  y  miembro  de  la 
Junta  de  Educación  del  propio  nombre,  á  José  Soureau,  por 
■estar  este  procesado  por  dos  delitos  cometidos  en  el  desempeño 
de  dichos  puestos  escolares;  emití  dictamen  cuyas  conclusiones 
fueron  en  sentido  negativo  á  lo  solicitado  por  el  promovente 
Giraud.  Fúndeme  para  ello  en  que  en  una  de  las  causas  crimi- 
nales se  había  ya  dictado  sentencia  contra  José  Soureau,  sin 
inhabilitarle  para  el  ejercicio  de  cargo  publico  y  que  en  la 
¡segunda  no  había  ordenado  el  Juez  la  suspensión  del  cargo;  por 
lo  que  teniendo  en  cuenta  la  estructura  y  origen  esencialmente 
americanos  de  la  Orden  N?  368,  serie  de  1900;  el  concepto  que 
de  los  empleados  públicos  tienen  los  anglo-sajones  y  que  dicha 
orden  inspirada  en  principios  justos  y  republicanos,  no  consig- 
na en  ninguno  de  sus  preceptos  legales  que  puedan  ser  sus 
pendidos  de  sus  cargos,  por  el  hecho  de  estar  procesados,  los 
miembros  de  una  Junta  de  Educación,  no  debía  decretarse 
por  Yd.  la  suspensión  solicitada  por  el  Sr.  Giraud. 

Con  fecha  13  de  Junio  de  1901  ordenó  Yd.  se  inquiriese  del 
Sr.  Juez  de  Instrucción  de  Bejucal  el  resultado  del  proceso  se- 
guido contra  los  Sres.  Soureau  y  Alvarez. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  formado  en  esta  Secretaría,  á  consecuencia 
de  las  acusaciones  formuladas  contra  el  Sr.  Ciro  Troncóse,  Se- 
cretario de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  May arí,  informé  á  Yd.  que 
acusado  dicho  señor  de  hechos  punibles  que  en  nada  se  relacio- 
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naban  con  sus  funciones  de  Secretario  de  aquella  Junta  y  no  ac- 
tuando además,  en  aquella  época,  como  tal  Secretario,  que  era 
lo  único  que  podía  exigir  la  intervención  de  Yd  á  fin  de  que  no 
se  perjudicasen  los  intereses  de  la  enseñanza  con  la  continuación 
en  el  puesto  de  un  hombre  indigno  de  ocuparlo,  estimaba  debía 
quedar  en  snspenso  la  sustanciación  de  este  expediente,  hasta 
tanto  se  dictara  sentencia  definitiva  en  la  causa  criminal  que  al 
Sr.  Troncoso  se  le  sigue. 
Usted  se  conformó  con  ese  dictamen. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  instruido  por  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  la 
Habana  en  averiguación  de  los  hechos  ocurridos  enúre  el  escolar 
Fernando  Martínez  Gómez  y  el  maestro  de  aula  de  la  Escuela 
N?  11,  Sr.  José  Vicente  Bago,*  expediente  que  dicha  Junta  elevó 
á  Y.  solicitando  autorización  para  limitar  á  la  de  Ayudante  la 
categoría  de  dicho  maestro;  emití  dictamen,  con  el  que  se  con- 
formó Y.,  ordenando  al  efecto  se  manifestara  al  Presidente  de  la 
Junta  de  Educación  que  rebajar  la  categoría  del  maestro  Sr.  Ba- 
go equivaldría  á  disminuirle  el  sueldo,  lo  que  sería  contra  el 
artículo  77  de  la  Orden  N?  368;  y  que  siendo  necesario  aplicar 
algún  correctivo  al  referido  maestro,  lo  que  procedía  era  for- 
marle expediente  para  suspenderle  ó  dejarle  cesante,  según  lo 
prevenido  en  la  Orden  1ST?  109,  serie  de  1901,  y  conforme  á  las 
reglas  dictadas  por  Y.  en  su  Decreto  de  10  de  Mayo  del  propio 
año  de  1901. 

*** 

Habiendo  participado  el  Alcalde  Municipal  de  Güines,  en  co- 
municación de  fecha  7  de  Enero  del  ano  próximo  pasado,  que 
estaba  ultimada  la  división  en  subdistritos  del  termino  munici- 
pal y  consultado  á  Y.,  al  propio  tiempo,  si  la  elección  de  Direc- 
tores á  que  había  que  proceder,  con  arreglo  al  artículo  32  de  la 
Orden  N?  368,  serie  de  1900,  podía  aplazarse  hasta  el  próximo 
mes  de  Abril;  evacué  el  informe  que  respecto  al  particular  se 
sirvió  Y.  ordenarme,  en  los  siguientes  términos:  que  no  cabía 
conceder  semejante  aplazamiento,  por  ser  claro  y  terminante  el 
precepto  contenido  en  el  artículo  37  de  la  precitada  Orden,  de 
que  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  cada  distrito  municipal  dividiera 
inmediatamente  este  último  en  subdistritos  y  que  no  siendo  el 
distrito  de  Güines  de  1^  y  2^  clase,  que  eran  los  exceptuados, era 
evidente  que  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  dicha  localidad  debía 
cumplir  inmediatamente  el  precepto  legal;  que  en  vez  de  hacer 
eso,  dicha  Junta  había  perpetuado  indebidamente  su  existencia 
hasta  entonces,  sin  proceder  á  los  pocos  días  de  publicada  en  la 
u  Gaceta77  de  la  Habana  la  Ordena?  279,  serie  de  1900,  ala 
subdivisión  en  subdistritos  de  su  territorio  escolar;  infringiendo 
así  no  solo  esa  disposición,  sino  el  artículo  32  déla  Orden N? 368 
de  la  propia  serie,  que  ordena  se  verifique  lo  más  pronto  posi- 
ble en  cada  subdistrito  escolar  la  elección  de  su  respectivo  Di- 
rector; que  por  todas  estas  razones  debía  resol  verse  en  sentida 
contrario,  la  consulta  hecha  por   el  Alcalde   Municipal   de  Güi- 
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nes;  ordenándose  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  la  misma  localidad, 
que  procediese  á  verificar  á  la  mayor  brevedad  las  elecciones 
prescritas  por  el  artículo  32  de  la  Orden  N?  368. 

Usted  se  conformó  con  este  dictamen,  ordenando  se  comuni- 
cara su  contenido  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Güines,  haciéndo- 
le notar  la  demora  en  el  cumplimiento  de  la  Ley. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  promovido  en  esta  Secretaría,  en  virtud  de 
la  queja  establecida  por  el  Sr.  Manuel  Ruiz  Cajigas,  maestro  de 
la  escuela  N"?  7,  del  barrio  del  Surgidero,  contra  el  acuerdo  de 
la  Janta  de  Educación  de  San  Fernando  de  Camarones,  decla- 
rándolo cesante  por  haber  causado  una  lesión  en  la  cabeza  al 
alumno  Juan  González,  informé  á  Y.  que  habiendo  la  Junta  de 
Educación  de  referencia  separado  de  su  destino  al  Sr.  Euiz  Ca- 
jigas, sin  tomar  declaración  al  niño  lesionado  ni  á  los  demás  que 
concurrieron  á  la  escuela  el  día  de  la  ocurrencia,  y  sin  oir  si- 
quiera al  maestro  acusado;  y  pudiendo  por  otra  parte  ser  cons- 
titutivo de  delito  ei  hecho  que  se  le  imputaba,  debía  devolverse 
á  aquella  Corporación  el  expediente  de  cesantía  remitido  por 
ella  para  que  lo  sustanciase  en  debida  forma;  desglosándose  del 
mismo  varips  documentos  para  su  remisión  al  Juzgado  compe- 
tente, á  fin  de  que  este  último  procediese  al  esclarecimiento  del 
hecho  punible  que  de  ellos  aparecía  cometido,  y  que  en  su  opor- 
tunidad remitiese  dicho  Juzgado  la  sentencia  que  dictare  para 
que  surtiese  sus  efectos  en  el  referido  expediente  de  cesantía. 
En  21  de  Mayo  del  pasado  año  se  sirvió  V.  decretar  ae  confor- 
midad con  este  dictamen. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  promovido  en  esta  Secretaría  por  la  apela- 
ción interpuesta  por  el  Sr.  Juan  Delgadillo  y  Prados  contra  el 
acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Regla,  que  lo  separó  del 
cargo  de  maestro  del  aula  N?  5  de  la  escuela  ÍT?  3  de  aquel  dis- 
trito escolar,  por  haberse  presentado  á  ocupar  ese  puesto  el  Sr. 
Pedro  Grifol,  nombrado  con  anterioridad,  pero  que  no  se  había 
hecho  cargo  del  aula,  dictaminé  que  debía  reponerse  al  Sr.  Del- 
gadillo, porque  con  arreglo  al  Reglamento  délas  escuelas  públi- 
cas (Orden  N?  368),  los  nombramientos  de  maestros  empiezan  á 
correr  desde  el  primer  día  en  que  se  hayan  hecho  cargo  de  una 
escuela,  durante  cualquier  período  escolar;  debiendo  terminar 
sus  contratos  el  día  31  de  Agosto  del  año  escolar  por  que  fueron 
contratados. 

Usted  se  conformó  con  el  anterior  dictamen,   ordenando  fuera 
repuesto  en  su  cargo  el  Sr.  Delgadillo  y  Prados. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  promovido  en  esta  Secretaría,  á  consecuen- 
cia de  reclamación  establecida  por  el  Sr.   Manuel  Rodríguez 
Artiles,  contra  el  acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  del  Distrito, 
Municipal  de  Puerto  Príncipe,  separándolo  del  cargo  de  maes- 
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tro  de  un  aula  de  la  escuela  N?  82,  situada  en  el  poblado  de 
Minas;  emití  dictamen,  con  el  que  se  conformó  Vd.,  en  el  senti- 
do de  que  no  habiéndose  justificado  los  hechos  imputados  al 
maestro,  debía  ser  éste  repuesto  en  su  cargo;  y  si  bien  era  evi- 
dente que  el  aula  servida  por  él  en  Minas  había  sido  trasladada 
á  Sibanicú,  sin  llenarse  algunos  requisitos  legales,  sin  embargo, 
como  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  después  de  todo,  son  las  que  pue- 
den juzgar  con  mejor  acierto  donde  son  más  necesarios  los  bene- 
ficios de  la  enseñanza  pública,  no  había  inconveniente  en  que 
el  Sr.  Rodríguez  Artiles  pasase  á  prestar  sus  servicios  á  la  es- 
cuela de  Sibanicú,  en  lugar  del  otro  maestro,  Sr.  Zayas  Bazán, 
que  lo  sustituyó. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  formado  en  esta  Secretaria,  con  motivo  de  la 
queja  establecida  por  la  Srita.  Juana  M*  Far  y  Encarnación  Co- 
llazo y  Garcia,  contra  el  acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de 
Guanajay,  que  las  declaró  cesantes  del  cargo  de  maestras  de  la 
escuela  N?  6,  de  dicho  distrito  escolar;  informé  á  Vd.  que  dichas 
maestras  debían  ser  repuestas  en  sus  destinos,  toda  vez  que  del 
expediente  de  cesantía  seguido  contra  ellas,  aparecía  que  la 
Junta  de  Educación  de  Guanajay  había  procedido  con  notoria 
ligereza  en  lo  que  se  refiere  á  la  maestra  Srita.  Encarnación 
Collazo,  puesto  que  sin  cargo  alguno  específico  contra  ella,  la 
privó  de  su  destino,  ocasionándole  así  graves  perjuicios  en  su 
reputación'  profesional  y  en  sus  intereses;  y  que  en  lo  tocante  á 
la  otra  maestra,  Srita.  Juana  María  Far,  la  separación  había 
sido  igualmente  injustificada,  no  tan  sólo  por  la  falta  de  pruebas 
de  los  hechos  que  se  le  imputaron,  cuanto  porque  no  se  fundó 
la  Junta  al  decretar  la  cesantía  en  ninguna  de  las  causas  men- 
cionadas en  el  Art?  76,  de  la  Orden  N?  368. 

Usted  se  sirvió  decretar  de  conformidad  con  este  dictamen. 

:,  ■*** 

En  el  expediente  formado  eu  esta  Secretaría,  á  consecuencia 
del  recurso  de  queja  presentado  por  la  Sra.  Julia  Simeón  de 
Salado,  maestra  de  la  escuela  N?  6  del  subdistrito  1ST?  3,  del  dis- 
trito escolar  de  Macagua,  contra  la  Junta  de  Educación  del 
mismo  nombre,  que  le  concedió  en  30  de  Abril  del  año  próximo 
pasado,  sin  haberlo  solicitado  ella,  cuatro  meses  de  licencia, 
emití  dictamen  en  el  que,  fundado  en  que  el  referido  acuerdo  de 
la  Junta  de  Educación,  al  terminar  el  año  escolar,  significaba 
una  declaración  de  cesantía  por  una  causa  no  especificada  entre 
las  taxativamente  señaladas  en  el  Art?  76  de  la  Orden  1ST?  368, 
para  separar  de  su  destino  á  los  maestros  y  que  no  era  justo  se 
privara  á  la  Sra.  Simeón  del  sueldo  correspondiente  á  los  tres 
meses  de  vacaciones,  estimaba  que  dado  su  estado  de  gestación, 
debía  reducirse  la  licencia  que  se  le  había  concedido  por  tal  mo- 
tivo á  sólo  un  mes;  ó  sea  el  de  Mayo;  entendiéndose  que  durante 
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él  debía  percibir  la  mitad  del  sueldo  y  quedar  con  pleno  dere- 
cho á  cobrar  todos  los  sueldos  de  los  tres  meses  de  vacaciones. 
Usted  proveyó  de  conformidad  con  este  dictamen. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  promovido  en  esta  Secretaría,  por  queja 
producida  por  la  Sra.  Concepción  Martínez,  á  consecuencia  de 
haberla  declarado  cesante  la  Junta  de  Educación  del  Caney  del 
cargo  de  maestra  de  la  escuela  "San  Vicente,77  situado  en  dicho 
distrito  escolar,  emití  el  dictamen,  con  el  que  se  conformó  usted, 
de  que  debía  declararse  sin  lugar  la  referida  queja,  por  los  si- 
guientes fundamentos:  primero;  por  haber  reproducido  la 
maestra  ante  Yd.  la  misma  reclamación  presentada  ya  con  an- 
terioridad al  Sr.  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  de  la  Isla; 
segundo,  porque  resuelto  el  asunto  por  dicho  señor  Comisionado, 
no  era  posible  anular  ó  modificar  la  resolución  por  dicho  funcio- 
nario dictada;  con  tanta  más  razón  cuanto  que  contra  la  misma 
no  estableció  recurso  alguno  la  maestra;  no  cabiendo  tampoco 
dentro  de  los  buenos  principios  procesales  plantear  á  la  vez, 
la  misma  cuestión  ante  dos  autoridades  administrativas  dis- 
tintas; tercero,  porque  aún  en  el  caso  de  ser  admisible  el  pro- 
cedimiento empleado  por  la  Sra.  Concepción  Martínez,  tampoco 
prosperaría  su  reclamación,  puesto  que  el  acto  realizado  por  la 
Junta  de  Educación  del  Caney  era  estrictamente  legal,  por  no 
existir  precepto  alguno  que  le  prohibiera  reducir  el  número  de 
las  aulas  ó  escuelas  situadas  en  su  distrito,  siempre  que  razones 
de  economía  y,  por  lo  tanto  beneficiosas  para  el  Tesoro  de  la 
Isla  asilo  exigiere;  cuarto  y  último,  porque  no  habiendo  tampo- 
co una  disposición  legal  que  obligase  á  la  propia  Corporación  á 
observar,  en  casos  como  el  de  la  Sra.  Martínez,  determinadas 
reglas  de  selección  de  maestros,  ni  menos  aún  á  preferir  las  Di- 
rectoras de  escuelas  á  las  que  no  lo  son,  hay  que  estimar  que  la 
Junta  de  Educación  del  Caney  obró  dentro  de  sus  facultades 
propias,  al  nombrar  maestra  de  la  escuela  de  "San  Vicente  v  á 
otra  profesora. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  promovido  en  esta  Secretaría,  con  motivo 
de  la  apelación  interpuesta  por  el  Sr.  Francisco  Paissart  contra 
el  acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Vereda  Nueva,  decla- 
rándolo cesante  del  cargo  de  maestro  de  la  escuela  N?  8,  del 
precitado  distrito  escolar,  dictaminé  en  20  de  Julio  de  1901,  que 
procedía  declarar  sin  lugar  aquel  recurso,  entre  otras  conside- 
raciones, por  haberse  decretado  la  cesantía  con  mucha  anterio- 
ridad á  la  fecha  de  la  publicación  de  la  Orden  N?  109,  serie  de 
de  1901,  del  Sr.  Gobernador  Militar  y  tener  establecido  el  recu- 
rrente por  la  vía  judicial  la  misma  reclamación  que  después  ha- 
bía intentado  por  la  administrativa  ante  Vd. 

Usted  proveyó  de  conformidad  con  este  dictamen. 

*** 


^2 

En  el  expediente  formado  en  esta  Secretaría,  en  virtud  de 
instancia  presentada  por  el  Sr.  José  Urrutia,  en  solicitud  de  que 
se  investigase  en  debida  forma  la  certeza  de  los  hechos  que  die- 
ron motivo  á  su  separación  del  cargo  de  Estacionario  de  la  Bi- 
blioteca de  la  Universidad,  así  como  para  que  V.  tomase  en  con- 
sideración la  denuncia  que  formulaba  respecto  á  las  faltas  de 
cumplimiento  del  Reglamento  interior  de  la  referida  Biblioteca, 
por  parte  del  Jefe  de  la  misma,  Sr.  Guillermo  Domínguez;  in- 
formé á  Y.  en  cuanto  á  lo  primero,  que  debía  denegarse  la  in- 
vestigación solicitada;  pero  ordenándose  al  Sr.  Rector  de  la 
Universidad,  que  no  se  hiciese  constar  en  el  expediente  personal 
del  Sr.  Urrutia,  la  causa  porque  se  le  había  separado  de  su  des- 
tino, á  menos  que  previamente  no  se  depurasen  los  hechos  en 
cuya  virtud  fué  separado;  y  con  respecto  al  segundo  extremo, 
que  por  el  referido  Rector  debía  practicarse  una  investigación 
para  el  esclarecimiento  de  la  serie  de  infracciones  reglamenta- 
rias y  poca  seriedad  en  el  modo  de  llevar  los  libros  de  la  Biblio- 
teca, á  que  se  había  referido  en  su  instancia  el  Sr.  Urrutia,  á  fin 
de  depurar  la  responsabilidad  en  que  hubieren  incurrido  los 
causantes  de  dichas  infracciones  del  Reglamento  de  la  Biblioteca 
y  de  las  anotaciones  falsas  en  la  libreta  de  la  misma. 

Usted  se  sirvió  decretar  de  conformidad  con  este  informe. 

***       - 

A  consecuencia  de  la  reclamación  presentada  ante  V.  por  el 
Dr.  Daniel  Gispert  y  García,  por  su  propio  derecho  y  á  nombre 
de  su  esposa,  Isabel  Franco  y  Castillo,  solicitando  se  les  repu- 
siera en  sus  cargos  de  maestros  dé  las  escuelas  N?  23  y  28,  res- 
pectivamente, del  distrito  escolar  municipal  de  Pinar  del  Río, 
se  formó  en  esta  Secretaría  el  oportuno  expediente;  en  el  que 
dictaminé  que  habiendo  acudido  los  recurrentes  ante  un  Tribu- 
nal del  orden  judicial  y  dictádose  sentencia  en  el  correspondien- 
te juicio  civil,  declarando  que  la  causa  de  la  separación  délos 
-dos  maestros  fué  fútil  y  frivola,  no  cabía  considerar  en  la  vía 
administrativa  lo  que  ya,  de  acuerdo  con  el  precepto  contenido 
en  el  artículo  80  de  la  Orden  N?  368,  de  1?  de  Agosto  de  1900, 
se  había  hecho  ampliamente  en  la  vía  civil;  pero  que  dada  aque- 
lla conclusión  judicial,  se  imponía  como  un  acto  de  justicia  re- 
paradora, la  reposición  de  ambos  maestros  en  los  puestos  esco- 
lares de  que  tan  injustamente  habían  sido  separados;  con  tanta 
más  razón  cuanto  que  del  expediente  de  cesantía  seguido  por  la 
Junta  de  Educación  del  distrito  municipal  de  Pinar  del  Río,  lo 
mismo  que  de  las  pruebas  del  juicio  civil,  no  aparecían  justifi- 
cados los  hechos  imputados  al  Sr,  Gispert  y  esposa. 

De  conformidad  con  este  dictamen  se  sirvió  Y.  ordenar  á  la 
Junta  de  Educación  repusiera  en  sus  cargos  á  los  referidos 
maestros. 

En  el  expediente  de  cesantía  del  Sr.  José  Iboleón  y  Bosque, 
maestro  de  la  escuela  N?  9,  del  distrito  escolar  de  San  Nicolás, 
de  la  que  fué  separado  por  la  Junta  de  Educación   del  propio 
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nombre,  en  virtud  de  faltas  cometidas  en  el  cumplimiento  de 
sus  deberes,  dictaminé  que  Y.  debía  servirse  aprobar  el  fallo  de 
la  referida  Corporación  escolar;  puesto  que  parecían  justificados 
los  hechos  imputados  al  maestro  y  se  había  acordado  la  separa- 
ción con  anterioridad  á  la  publicación  de  la  Orden  N9.109,  serie 
del  año  pasado,  y  porque  no  obstante  el  recurso  de  apelación  en 
dicha  Orden  concedido,  el  maestro  cesante  no  lo  había  nunca 
ejercitado,  reconociendo  así  implícitamente  la  justicia  del  fallo 
dictado  por  la  Junta  de  Educación. 
Con  este  dictamen  se  conformó  Y. 

*** 

En*el  expediente  promovido  en  esta  Secretaría,  á  consecuen- 
cia de  la  alzada  establecida  por  la  maestra  Sra.  Adela  Jiménez 
de  Castro,  contra  el  acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Bara- 
coa, declarándola  cesante  del  cargo  que  desempeñaba  en  una 
escuela  de  dicho  distrito  escolar,  por  haber  infringido  el  artícu- 
lo 87  de  la  Orden  1ST0  368,  de  1?  de  Agosto  de  1900,  al  hacer  sus 
anotaciones  en  el  Eegistro  White;  informé  á  Y.  que  habiendo 
acudido  en  primer  término  dicha  maestra  ante  una  autoridad 
judicial,  haciendo  uso  del  derecho  concedido  en  el  artículo  80 
de  la  precitada  Orden  é  intentado  el  ejercicio  de  la  acción  civil 
correspondiente  por  aquella  vía,  no  era  posible  considerar  el 
asunto  por  la  administrativa,  en  cuanto  á  la  reposición  de  la 
maestra  en  su  cargo,  mientras  por  el  Juez  no  se  decidiese  si  la 
Junta  de  Educación  había  decretado  injustamente  la  separación 
de  la  recurrente. 

De  conformidad  con  este  dictamen,  se  abstuvo  Y.  de  dictar 
resolución  en  el  expediente,  dejando  á  la  Sra.  Adela  Jiménez  de 
Castro  expedito  su  derecho  para  que  prosiguiese  por  la  vía  ju- 
dicial la  acción  que  ya  había  intentado. 

*** 

Con  motivo  de  la  apelación  interpuesta  ante  Yd.  por  el  señor 
Dionisio  Jiménez,  contra  el  acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de  Educación 
del  distrito  municipal  de  Matanzas,  declarándolo  cesante  del 
cargo  de  maestro  de  la  escuela  que  desempeñaba  en  el  subdistri- 
to.K?  4,  por  desacato  á  las  órdenes  del  Director  escolar;  emití 
dos  informes.  En  el  primero,  fundado  en  los  defectos  de  sustan- 
ciación  del  expediente  de  cesantía  y  en  los  que  afectaban  al  fon- 
do de  la  cuestión,  objeto  del  mismo,  dictaminé  que  debía  devol- 
verse á  la  Junta  de  Educación  el  referido  expediente,  á  fin  de 
que  fuera  tramitado  con  arreglo  al  Decreto  de  Yd.  de  10  de 
Mayo  del  año  pasado  y  se  practicasen  en  él  todas  las  diligencias 
indicadas  en  el  cuerpo  del  informe  y  las  demás  que  á  juicio  de 
aquella  Corporación  fueren  necesarias  para  el  mejor  esclareci- 
miento de  los  hechos  imputados  al  maestro  Sr.  Jiménez.  En  el 
segundo  informe,  con  vista  de  los  antecedentes  del  caso,  presen- 
té á  Yd.  como  conclusión,  que  no  procedía  declarar  cesante  al 
señor  Jiménez  y  que  como  no  podía  quedar  sin  correctivo  la 
eonducta  de  la  Junta  de  Educación,  ya  citada,  al  demorar  inde- 
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tridamente  bajo  un  pretexto  fútil,  la  substanciación  del  expediente 
de  cesantía  seguido  al  maestro,  estimaba  conveniente,  á  fin  de 
resolver  lo  conducente,  se  ordenara  al  Presidente  de  la  Junta  de 
Educación  remitiese  los  nombres  de  aquellos  miembros  de  esta 
última,  que  en  la  sesión  de  13  de  Julio  del  año  próximo  pasado, 
se  excusaron  de  intervenir  en  la  sustanciación  del  expediente. 
Usted  se  sirvió  decretar  de  conformidad  con  el  primer  dictamen, 
En  cuanto  al  segundo,  aceptó  sólo  su  segundo  extremo,  impo- 
niendo una  corrección  disciplinaria  á  los  miembros  de  la  Junta 
de  Educación  que  tomaron  el  acuerdo  arriba  mencionado. 

*** 

En  el  expediente  promovido  en  esta  Secretaría,  á  consecuencia 
de  recurso  de  apelación  interpuesto  por  la  Srita.  Clara  Luz; 
Cowley,  contra  la  resolución  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Ta- 
paste separándola  del  cargo  de  maestra  que  desempeñaba  en  el 
subdistrito  N?  1;  emití  dictamen,  cuya  conclusión  fué  que  ha- 
biendo sido  repuesta  por  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  San  José  de 
las  Lajas,  —  á  cuyo  distrito  escolar  fué  agregado  el  de  Tapaste — 
por  ser  inciertos  los  cargos  formulados  contra  dicha  maestra,  lo> 
único  procedente  era  archivar  el  expediente  de  cesantía  y  que 
se  comunicase  al  Sr.  Clemente  Cuesta,  ex-Secretario  de  la  Junta 
de  Educación  de  Tapaste,  que  había  presentado  varios  escritos 
denunciando  hechos  realizados  por  la  Srita.  Cowley,  que  acu- 
diese á  haces  valer  sus  pretensiones  en  la  vía  y  forma  proce- 
dentes. 

Usted  decretó  de  conformidad  con  este  dictamen* 

*** 

En  17  de  Julio  del  año  próximo  pasado  remitió  á  Y.  el  Sr. 
Superintendente  de  Escuelas  de  la  Isla  cinco  expedientes  con 
sus  registros  y  actas  de  los  exámenes  celebrados  en  Febrero  y 
Marzo  últimos  en  la  pro vinrda  de  Santa  Clara,  (circunscripciones 
de  Cienfuegos,  Camajuaní,  Santa  Clara,  Trinidad  y  Sagua  la 
Grande),  para  que  apreciara  los  siguientes  hechos:'  que  el  Tri- 
bunal de  exámenes  de  Trinidad  en  la  sesión  celebrada  el  25  de 
Febrero  de  1901,  acordó  por  unanimidad  á  propuesta  de  algunos 
de  los  señores  del  Jurado,  que  si  en  un  cociente  definitivo  re- 
sultaba fracción,  se  considerara  ésta  como  entero  á  favor  del  in- 
teresado en  su  calificación  respectiva;  dándose  en  su  consecuen- 
cia allí  como  aprobados  indebidamente  á  varios  examinandos  que 
no  lograron  los  diez  puntos  señalados  como  mínimo;  que  igual 
criterio  y  acuerdo  adoptaron  los  demás  Tribunales  constituidos 
en  la  provincia;  que  al  examinar  los  registros  de  los  exámenes, 
observó  en  ellos  enmiendas,  mejor  dicho,  raspaduras  que  le  pa- 
recían irregulares  y  notó  que  éstas  tenían  por  objeto  modificar 
el  número  de  puntos  parciales  de  algunos  aspirantes,  para  que 
la  suma  total  viniese  á  producir  como  promedio  diez  puntos,  ó 
diez  y  una  fracción,  siendo  así  que,  dejando  sin  alteración  las 
calificaciones  estampadas  primitivamente,  el  promedio  no  llega- 
ba á  diez;  que  en  el  registro  del  distrito  de  Camajuaní  había  una 
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nota  autorizada  por  las  respectivas  firmas  en  que  se  hace  constar 
que  hecho  el  escrutinio  de  la  totalidad  de  aspirantes  resultaban 
tener  veintiocho  y  más  votos  setenta  y  cuatro  de  los  examinados; 
cuya  cifra,  agrega  la  nota,  dá  el  cociente  necesario  para  la  aproba- 
ción que  la  ley  determina;  y  que  como  por  razón  de  las  raspaduras 
ha  desaparecido  en  varios  de  los  examinados  esta  calificación  de 
veintiocho,  la  nota  no  está  del  todo  conforme  con  el  registro;  que 
otro  tanto  acontece  con  el  registro  del  distrito  de  Sagua  y  en  el 
cual  hay  también  una  nota  de  igual  naturaleza;  y  por  líltinio,  que 
habiendo  ido  á  Santa  Clara  pidió  al  Superintendente  Provincial, 
Sr.  Fidel  Miró,  los  ejercicios  originales  de  los  individuos  examina- 
dos, cuya  calificación  aparecía  alterada  en  los  registros  en  la  for- 
ma ya  expuesta,  viendo  que  en  efecto  los  puntos  de  la  califica- 
ción hecha  y  autorizada  en  ellos  no  son  iguales  á  los  consignados 
en  el  registro. 

En  vista  de  estos  antecedeetes,  ordenó  Yd.  al  Sr.  Comisiona- 
do de  Escuelas  de  la  Isla  instruyera  expediente  á  fin  de  deter- 
minar la  responsabilidad  en  que  hubiera  incurrido  el  Sr.  Su- 
perintendente Provincial  de  Escuelas  de  Santa  Clara,  en  virtud 
délos  hechos  arriba  mencionados.  Con  fecha  2  de  Septiembre, 
al  devoiver  á  Yd.  el  Sr.  Comisionado  los  documentos  que  le 
fueron  remitidos  en  18  de  Julio  del  año  próximo  pasado,  les 
acompañó  con  un  registro  de  los  exámenes  de  Cienfuegos,  co- 
pia del  original  que  había  remitido  el  Sr,  Superintendente  Pro- 
vincial de  Santa  Clara  y  además  con  los  ejercicios  de  los  exami- 
nados Alejo  Alba  Junco,  Daniela  Sevilla  y  Arcias,  y  Laudelina 
Fleites  y  González,  informando  á  Yd.  que  del  examen  del  Ee- 
gistro  General  de  Cienfuegos  y  su  copia  arriba  mencionados, 
aparecían  notables  diferencias  en  algunas  calificaciones  parciales 
— que  especifica — de  los  candidatos  Alba,  Sevilla  y  Fleites;  no- 
tándose que  esas  calificaciones  en  el  Registro  original  no  son  las 
primitivamente  en  él  estampadas,  ni  podían  serlo,  por  no  concor- 
dar con  las  que  aparecen  en  los  ejercicios  de  aquellos  examina- 
dos, de  que  también  he  hecho  mención  más  arriba. 

Pasado  por  orden  de  Y.  el  asunto  á  informe  del  que  suscribe, 
evacué  este  último  después  de  un  examen  minucioso  de  todos 
los  documentos  remitidos  por  los  señores  Comisionado  y  Supe- 
rintendente de  Escuelas  Públicas  de  la  Isla,  formulando  como 
conclusiones  capitales  las  siguientes:  que  por  el  Sr.  Fidel  Miró, 
Superintendente  Provincial  de  Escuelas  de  Santa  Clara,  se  ha- 
bía propuesto  en  unos  casos  y  consentido  en  otros,  que  por  los 
Tribunales  de  Exámenes  de  Cienfuegos,  Sagua,  Trinidad,  Santa 
Clara  y  Camajuaní,  se  tomase  el  acuerdo  de  estimar  para  la 
aprobación  de  los  aspirantes  á  maestros  como  un  entero,  las 
fracciones  que  resultaran  en  el  cociente  definitivo,  obtenido 
por  los  mismos;  que  ésto  constituía  una  seria  infracción  de  un 
precepto  legal  consignado  en  la  Orden  474,  serie  de  1900,  come- 
tida precisamente  por  quien  tenía  mayor  obligación  en  hacerlo 
cumplir;  que  en  los  registros  de  exámenes  se  observaban  nume- 
rosas raspaduras  y  enmiendas,  con  las  cuales  se  habían  alterado 
las  calificaciones,  tanto  parciales  como  definitivas  de  muchos 
aspirantes  á  maestros;  que  era  evidente,    como   afirmaba  el  Sr. 
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Comisionado  de  Escuelas,  que  comparado  el  registro  de  aspiran- 
tes de  Oienfuegos  remitido  por  el  Sxv  Superintendente  Provin- 
cial de  Santa  Clara,  con  la  copia  del  jjropio  registro,  que  obraba 
en  poder  del  Sr.  Presidente  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  la 
misma  localidad  y  fué  remitido  por  dicho  Presidente  al  Sr.  Co- 
misionado de  Escuelas,  se  observaba  que  en  el  primer  documen- 
to se  habían  alterado  materialmente  algunas  de  las  calificaciones 
parciales  y  todas  las  definitivas  de  los  tres  candidatos  Alejo  Al- 
ba, Daniela  Sevilla  y  Laudelina  Fleites;  así  como  que  esas  cali- 
ficaciones alteradas  no  correspondían  con  las  que  constan  al  pié 
de  los  ejercicios,  y  por  último,  que  en  vista  de  estos  datos  esti- 
maba procedente  se  continuara  sustanciando  el  expediente  para 
determinar  si  el  Sr.  Miró  era  el  responsable  directo  de  tales 
irregularidades. 

Ordenada  por  Y.  en  4  de  Octubre  del  año  próximo  pasado,  la 
suspensión  del  Sr.  Miró  del  cargo  de  Superintendente  Provin- 
cial de  Escuelas  de  Santa  Clara  y  la  continuación  del  expedien- 
te; nombrado  al  efecto  Juez  Instructor  del  mismo  el  que  habla; 
procedí  asistido  del  empleado  de  esta  Secretaría,  Sr.  Antonio 
M.  Alcover,  que  actuaba  como  Secretario,  á  comar  como  prime- 
ra diligencia,  declaración  al  Sr.  Fidel  Miró;  y  como  éste  se  con- 
fesara autor  de  las  irregularidades  arriba  referidas,  propuse  á 
Y.  en  un  segundo  informe,  que  depurada  ya  la  responsabilidad 
directa  del  Sr.  Miró  eu  los  hechos  objeto  del  expediente,  debía 
imponérsele  una  pena  administrativa  que  podía  llegar  hasta  la 
separación  del  cargo  de  que  estaba  ya  suspenso. 

De  conformidad  Y.  con  este  dictamen  y  previa  la  aprobación 
del  Sr.  Gobernador  Militar,  decretó  Y.  en  7  de  Noviembre  del 
año  próximo  pasado,  cesara  el  Sr.  Miró  en  el  cargo  de  Superin- 
tendente Provincial  de  Escuelas  de  Santa  Clara. 

'   .  *** 

La  Sra.  María  Badosa,  mediante  un  contrato  celebrado  con  la 
Junta  de  Educación  de  Bakioa  en  Septiembre  de  1900,  fué  em- 
pleada como  maestra  de  la  escuela  del  subdistrito  de  Mamey 
Duro,  que  aunque  creada  en  virtud  de  la  Orden  N?  279,  serie 
del  propio  año,  necesitaba  para  continuar  funcionando  después 
de  promulgada  la  N?  368  de  la  misma  serie,  autorización  del 
Sr.  Gobernador  Militar  de  la  Isla.  Ignorante  la  maestra  de  es- 
ta circunstancia,  siguió  desempeñando  su  destino,  sin  que  la 
Junta  la  separara, de  él,  movida  sin  duda  por  la  esperanza  que 
abrigaba  de  que  pronto  le  sería  concedida  la  mencionada  auto- 
rización. Pero  ésta  no  se  otorgó  hasta  el  mes  de  Abril  de  1901; 
lo  que  no  fué  óbice  para  que  la  Junta  dejara  de  consignar  en  los 
presupuestos  de  Enero,  Febrero  y  Marzo  á  que  se  refiere  la  re- 
clamación de  la  Maestra,  el  nombre  de  esta  ultima.  Negóse  el 
Sr.  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  á  verificar  el  pago  de  esos  meses, 
fundado  en  que  habiendo  sido  aprobada  por  él  dicha  maestra  en 
el  presupuesto  de  Abril,  sólo  desde  esta  fecha  podía  ser  consi- 
derada como  maestra  á  los  efectos  legales  del  pago.  Por  su  par- 
te, la  actual  Junta  de  Educación,  aunque  reconocía  el  derecho 
de  la  Sra.  Badosa  para  reclamar  el  precio  de  su  trabajo,  estima- 
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%a  que  solo  debían  responder  del  pago  de  los  sueldos  correspon- 
dientes á  esos  meses  de  Enero,  Febrero  y  Marzo,  los  miembros 
4e  la  anterior  Junta  de  Educación  que  no  clausuraron  á  su  de- 
bido tiempo  la  escuela. 

Con  vista  de  todos  estos  antecedentes,  suministrados  por  la 
¡señora  María  Badosa,  con  una  instancia  que  presentó  á  Yd.  en 
solicitud  de  que  se  sirviera  ordenar  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  de 
Bainoa  el  pago  de  los  referidos  sueldos,  informó  á  Vd.  que  no 
era  posible  acceder  á  esa  pretensión,  porque  cualquiera  que  fue- 
ra el  derecho  que  á  la  maestra  Sra.  Badosa  asistía  para  exigir 
el  abono  de  dichos  sueldos  no  era  en  la  vía  administrativa  donde 
debía  entablar  su  reclamación.  Esta  envolvía  un  carácter  esen- 
cialmente civil.  Nacía  de  un  contrato  celebrado  entre  la 
maestra  y  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Bainoa,  al  amparo  de  la 
Orden  ~N°  368,  ya  citada,  que  faculta  á  las  Corporaciones  esco- 
lares para  celebrar  contratos  de  esa  clase.  Siendo,  pues,  las 
«obligaciones  estipulapas  en  dicho  convenio  de  carácter  civil  y 
disponiendo  el  artículo  52  de  la  propia  Orden  que  las  Juntas  de 
Educación  puedan  ser  demandadas,  debía  reclamar  ante  la  au- 
toridad judicial  el  cumplimiento  de  tales  obligaciones. 

Usted  se  sirvió  decretar  de  conformidad  con  el  anterior  dic- 
tamen. 

*  *•* 

En  el  expediente  de  Cesantía  instruido  por  la  Junta  de  Edu- 
cación del  distrito  urbano  de  Sancti  Spíritus,  contra  el  acuerdo 
del  Sr.  Buenaventura  Noya,  con  motivo  de  la  queja  formulada 
por  el  Inspector  Pedagógico  de  la  provincia  de  Santa  Clara, 
acusándolo  de  inepto  para  el  desempeño  del  cargo  de  maestro; 
-expediente  que  la  referida  Junta  remitió  á  Yd.  para  que  se  sir- 
viera declarar  sin  lugar  la  acusación  hecha  por  el  Inspector 
Pedagógico;  dictaminé  que  debía  contestarse  á  la  referida  Cor- 
poración que  con  arreglo  al  Decreto  de  Yd.  de  10  de  Mayo  de 
1901,  sólo  debió  ser  remitido  á  Yd.  el  expediente  seguido  contra 
el  Sr.  Noya  en  el  caso  de  que  la  Junta  hubiese  dictado  resolu- 
ción declarándolo  cesante;  más  no  cuando,  como  el  caso  presen- 
te, había  tomado  acuerdo  favorable  respecto  á  su  aptitud  y 
«continuación  en  el  cargo  de  maestro  que  actualmente  desempeña. 

Usted  se  sirvió  decretar  de  conformidad  con  este  dictamen. 

*** 

Al  terminar  esta  memoria,  breve  resumen  de  los  asuntos  de 
carácter  contencioso  en  que  he  tenido  el  honor  de  informar 
á  Yd.,  réstame  expresarle  que  el  natural  temor  de  mi  insufi- 
ciencia ante  labor  tan  ardua,  sólo  ha  podido  vencerlo  la  benévo- 
la aprobación  conque  en  casi  todos  los  casos  se  ha  servido  usted 
acojer  mis  dictámenes. 

Be  Yd.  respetuosamente, 

Ldo.  Nicanor  Tuélles. 
<Jefe  déla  Sección  de  Legislación  y  Estadística* 
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APÉNDICE  A. 


RELACIÓN  DE  LAS  ORDENES  DICTADAS  DE  1?  DE  JULIO  A  31 
DE  DICIEMBRE  DE  1901. 

Julio 1?  Orden  de  la  Secretaria  autorizando  al  Jefe  del  Laboratorio 

de  Química  de  la  Escuela  de  Ciencias  para  que  pueda 
asistir  al  Curso  de  Verano  de  la  Universidad  de  Harvard. 

Id.  id.  ídem  de  Id.  encargando  al  Sr.  Subsecretario  de  Instrucción 

Pública  de  la  inspección  técnica  y  administrativa  déla 
Escuela  de  Pintura  y  Escultura  de  la  Habana. 

Id.  2.  Id.,  de  Id.  nombrando  a  un  miembro  del  Tribunal  de   Exá- 

menes de  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  primer  grado  para 
enseñar  en  las  Escuela  <  Públicas,  que  ha  de  constituirse 
en  la  Ciudad  de  la  Habana, 

Id.  5.  Id.  de  Id.  haciendo  extensivo  á  los  calificadores  en  los  exá- 

menes de  aspirantes  de  primer  grado  para  enseñar  en  las 
Escuelas  verificados  en  Febrero  de  1901,  los  beneficios 
del  artículo  25  de  la  Orden  12?  déla  serie  corriente  y 
disponiendo  que  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  expida  á 
los  que  lo  soliciten  el  correspondiente  certificado. 

Id.  5.  Id.  de  Id.  nombrando  el  Tribunal  de  Exámenes  de  aspiran- 

tes á  certificados  de  primer  grado  que  ha  de  instituirse 
en  Guanabacoa. 

Id.  6.  Id.  de  Id.  recomendando  al  Director  de  la  Escuela   de  Ar- 

tes y  Oficios  preste  al  Sr.  Secretario  de  Obras  Públieas 
todo  auxilio  que  demande  de  los  alumnos  de  la  Escuela 
para  los  trabajos  que  se  están  realizando  en  el  edificio 
que  ha  de  ocupar  la  Escuela. 

Id.  12.  Id.  de  Id.  disponiendo  que  el  Sr.  Rector  de  la  Universidad 
anuncie  la  primer  convocatoria  para  proveer  las  becas  de 
viaje  entre  alumnos  prominentes  de  la  Universidad,  áfin 
de  que  puedan  aspirar  á  dichos  premios  no  solo  los  gra- 
duados de  doctor  ó  Licenciado  á  partir  del  1?  de  Enero 
de  1 899,  sino  también  los  que  se  gradúen  hasta  el  30  de 
Septiembre  del  corriente  año. 

Id.  15.  Id.  de  Id  nombrando  Tribunal  para  la  provisión  de  la  Cá- 
tedra del  Auxiliar  ¿  H  "  del  Instituto  de  la  Habana. 

Id.  17.  Id.  de  Id  nombrando  Tribunal  para  proveer  la  Cátedra  del 
Auxiliar  u  E  "  del  Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Id.  id.  Id.  de  Id  nombrando  Tribunal  para  proveer  la  Cátedra  del 
Auxiliar  "  B  "  del  Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Id.  id.  Id.  de  Id.  nombrando  Tribunal  para  proveer  la  Cátedra 
"  D  "  del  Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Id.  22.  Circular  LÚm.  15  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  ha- 
ciendo pública  la  relación  de  las  personas  aprobadas  en 
los  exámenes  que  se  efectuaron  en  Febrero  y  Marzo  de 
1901  y  á  quienes  se  ha  expedido  el  correspondiente  certi- 
ficado de  Maestro  de  primer  grado  válido  por  un  año. 
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Julio. . . . .  22„  Circular  nírrn.  3  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  dictando  re=~ 
glas  para  evitar  demoras  en  el  pago  de  sueldos  á  los 
maestros  durante  el  periodo  de  vacaciones. 

Id.  23.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  los  Tribunales  de  Exá- 
menes para  aspirantes  á  certificados  de  primer  grado  que 
han  de  efectuarse  en  Güines,  Santiago  de  las  Vegas  y  la 
Habana, 

Id  24.  Id.  de  Id.  nombrando  los  Tribunales  de  Exámenes  para  as- 
pirantes á  certificados  de  primer  grado,  que  han  de  ac- 
tuar en  Holguín,  Gibara,  Santiago  de  Cuba  y  Manzanillo. 

Id.  26.  Id.  de  Id.  dejando  sin  efecto  la  apelación  interpuesta  por 
un  Maestro  de  Escuela  Pública  de  Vereda  Nueva  contra 
acuerdo  de  la  Junta  dé  Educación  y  declarándole  cesante 
del  cargo  de  Maestro  del  Aula  No.  2. 

Id.  29.  Id.  de  Id.  nombrando  los  Tribunales  de  Exámenes  de  aspi- 
rantes á  certificados  de  primer  grado  que  han  de  actuar 
en  Remedios,  Sagua,  Rodas,  Cienfuegos,  Sancti-Spiritus, 
SantaClara.  Pinar  del  Río,  Guanajay  y  Guane. 

Id.  30.  Id.  de  Id^nornbrando  los  Tribunales  de  Exámenes  de  aspi- 
rantes á  certificados  de  primer  grado  que  han  de  actuar 
en  Matanzas,  Cárdenas,  Unión  y  Colón. 

Id.  31.  Id.  de  Id.  nombrando  los  Tribunales  de  Exámenes  de  aspi- 
rantes á  certificados  de  primer  grado  que  han  de  actuar 
en  Puerto  Príncipe  y  Morón. 

Agosto 3.  Id.  de  Id.  autorizando  á los  alumnos  del  Instituto  de  Santa 

Clara  que  no  hubieran  verificado  el  pago  del  2o  plazo  de 
la  matrícula  en  su  oportunidad,  para  que  puedan  verifi- 
carlo en  los  diez  primeros  días  del  mes  de  Septiembre. 

Id.  7.  Id.  de  Id.  convocando  aspirantes  para  las  Cátedras   u  A  "  y 

'*  B  "  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrimensura  del  Instituto  de  Pi- 
nar del  Río. 

Id.  8.  Id.  de  Id.  disponiendo  se  publique  en  la  i(  Gaceta  de  la  Ha- 

bana" los  cuadros  expresivos  de  los  ingresos  producidos 
hasta  la  fecha,  por  los  conceptos  de  matrículas,  derecho» 
de  exámenes  y  grados  é  incorporación  de  títulos  extran- 
geros  en  la  Universidad,  Institutos.de  Segunda  Enseñan- 
za y  sus  Escuelas  anexas. 

Id.         13.  id.  de  Id.  dictando  reglas  para  la  expedición  de  títulos  á  lo& 

graduados  extrangeros  que    verifiquen  la  incorporación  á 

tenor  de  lo  dispuesto  en  Ja  Orden  430  de  la  serie  de  1900. 

Orden  187  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombrando   el   Catedrático 

Auxiliar  H  del  Instituto  de  la  Habana. 

Id.  13.  Circular  del  Sr.  Secretario  de  Instrucción  Pública  á  los 
Presidentes  de  Juntas  de  Educación  recomendándoles  el 
mayor  cuidado  en  la  obra  de  selección  de  los  maestros  y 
que  para  nada  se  tomen  en  cuenta  los  antecedentes  polí- 
ticos de  los  mismos. 

Id.  15.  Id.  número  35  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  dictando  reglas 
para  la  distribución  de  libros  de  texto  en  las  Escuelas  pú- 
blicas. 

Id,  17.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  los  distintos  centros 
.  dependientes  de  la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Pública 
nombren  á  un  empleado  encargado  del  material  que  ob- 
tengan en  lo  sucesivo. 

Id.  17.  Orden  189  del.  ( Gobierno  Militar  nombrando  el  catedrático 
D  del  Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Id.  20.  Id.  .190  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombrando  catedrático  B  de 
la  Escuele  de  Comercio  anexa  a! Instituto  de  la  Habana. 
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agosto 21.  Circular núm.  36  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  nombrando 

una  Comisión  para  que  estudie  las  quejas  relativas  á  los 
nombramientos  de  maestros  para  el  año  académico  de 
1901 á 1902. 
Id.  24.  Orden  de  la  decretaría  haciendo  saber  á  las  Juntas  de  Edu- 
cación, que  terminado  cada  año  escolar  cesan  los  efectos 
del  contrato  celebrado  con  el  maestro  y  por  consiguiente, 
é;?te,  no  obstante  la  declaracióu  de  cesantía  de  carácter 
puramente  local  y  transitorio  queda  en  aptitud  de  ser 
empleado  nuevamente  por  la  Junta  que  lo  separó  de  su 
destino  v  cualquiera  otra. 
Id.         27.  Id.  convocando  aspirantes   á  la   cátedra  de  Auxiliar  de  la 

Escuela  de  Cirugía  Dental. 
Id.         28.  Id.  Id.  nombrando  Tribunal  para  la  provisión   de  las  Cáte- 
dras A  y  B  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrimensura   anexa  al  Ins- 
tituto de  Pinar  del  Río*, 
Id,         28.  Id.  Circular  núm.  37  del  Comisionado  de    Escuelas   modifi- 
cando el  segundo  apartado  de  su  circular  número   35  de 
15  del  mes  actual. 
Id.         29.  Id.  número  16  de  la  Superintendencia  de    Escuelas   dispo- 
niendo el  examen  á  que  deben  sometérselas  personas  que 
hayan  de  dedicarse  ala  enseñanza  del  idioma  inglés   en 
las  Escuelas  Públicas. 
Id.         31.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  aprobando  la  cesantía  de  un  maestro 

acordada  per  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  San  Nicolás. 
Id.         31.  Id.  id.  disponiendo  que  los  nombramientos   de   encargados 
del  material  son  cargos  obligatorios  y,  por  tanto,  no  re- 
nunciares. 
Septiembre    2.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  declarando  improcedente  la   separa- 
ción de  dos  maestros  hecha  por  la  Junta  de  Educación  de 
Pinar  del  Río. 
Id.  3.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando   el  Tribunal  que  ha  de 

constituirse  en  la  Habana  para  examinar   á  los  maestros 
que  por  haber  ido  á  la  Universidad  de  Harvard  no  pudie- 
ron examinarse  para  poder  optar  al  certificado  de  primer 
grado. 
Id.  4.  Circular    número   4   de   la   Superintendencia  de  Escuelas 

nombrando  el  Tribunal  central  de  exámenes  do  inglés. 
Id.  4.  Id,  número  1  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  disponiendo  que 

las  Escuelas  públieas    comiencen    á  funcionar    el    9  del 
actual. 
Id.  6.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  las  personas  que  se 

dirijan  al  Sr.  Secretario   de  Instrucción  Pública,  consig- 
nen sus  domicilias. 
Id.  7.  Id.  id.  disponiendo  que  las   autorizaciones   especiales   para 

ingresar  en  la  Segunda  Enseñanza  sólo   se   concederán  á 
los  que  tengan  más  de  trece  años  y  acrediten  haber  hecho 
los  estudios  del  curso  preparatorio  con    excepcional   apli- 
cación y  aprovechamiento. 
Id.  9.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  haciendo   presente  al  Rector   de  la 

Universidad  que  el  Museo  Antropológico,  lo  mismo  que 
el  Laboratorio  Antropológico  deben  estar  á  cargo  del  Pro- 
fesor de  esta  asignatura  y  el  Museo  de  Historia  Natural  á 
cargo  del  Conservador  nombrado  por  la  Orden  número 
280  de  la  serie  de  1900,  del  Gobierno  Militar. 
Id.  9.  Circular  número  1  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  dis- 

poniendo que  la  organización  del  nuevo  año  escolar  se 
haga  de  conformidad  con  lo  dispuesto  por  la  Junta  de 
Superintendentes. 
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Septiembre    9.  Id.  id,  número  2  de  idem  remitiendo   á  los   Presidentes  de 
Juntas  de  Educación  los  nuevos  modelos  3  y  4. 
Id.        10.  Id.  número  3  dé  id.  id.  nombrando  Inspectores  Pedagógicos 
para  las  Provincias  de  Pinar  del   Rio,    Matanzas,   Santa 
Clara  y  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Id.         12.  Id.  id.  de  la  id.  número  4,  haciendo    saber  á  los   maes- 
tros que  será  bastante  para  juzgar  desfavorablemente  de 
sus  condiciones  y  aptitud  para  la  enseñanza  emplear  li- 
bros inadecuados  y  el  no   seguirlos   cursos   de    estudios 
acordados  por  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes. 
Id.        13.  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar    disponiendo   se   suspendan  las 
clases  en  los  Establecimientos    oficiales  de  Enseñanza  el 
día  de  los  funerales  del  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
Mr.  W.  McKinley. 
Id.        20.  Orden  número  205  del  Gobierno  Militar  nombramiento  ca- 
tedrático D  de  la  Escuela  de  Letras  y  Filosofía  y  para  la 
Cátedra  1  de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina. 
Id.        23.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando   interinamente  Jefe  de 

Trabajos  A  de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina. 
Id.        23.  Id.  id.    convocando  aspirantes  á  la  plaza  de  Jefe  de  Traba- 
jos A  de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina. 
Id.        23.  Id.  id.  disponiendo  que  el  catedrático  de  la  asignatura  D  de 
de  la  Escuela  de  Comercio  anexa  al  Instituto   de   la  Ha- 
bana organice  con  sus  alumnos  excursiones  á   la  Aduana 
y  á  determinados  Almacenes  donde  puedan  familiarizarse 
con  los  ramos  generales  de   Comercio  de   mayor   impor- 
tancia. 
Id.        23.  Id.  id.  nombrando  catedrático  auxiliar  interino    del  grupo 

de  lenguas  de  la  Escuela  de  Letras  y  Filesofia. 
Id.         23.  Id.  id,  convocando  aspirantes   para  la  cátedra   de   auxiliar 
del  grupo  de  lenguas  de  las  Escuelas   de   Letras  y  Filo- 
sofía. 
Id.        28.  Id.  id.  disponiendo  que  los  profesores  de  la  Escuela  de  Me 
dicina  que  han  cobrado  mayor  cantidad  que  la  que  les  co- 
rrespondía por  concepto  de  sueldo,  las  reintegren  al  Te- 
soro de  Cuba. 
Id.        28.  Id.  id.  autorizando  á  los  alumnos  de  la  Escuela   de   Taqui- 
grafía y  Escritura  en   Máquina  anexa  al   Instituto  de  la 
Habana  puedan  examinarse  en  el  mes  de  Septiembre. 
Id.        30.  Id.  id.  prorrogando  hasta  el  J5  dr  Octubre   el  plazo  para  el 
pago  de  los   derechos  de   matrícula  en  la  Universidad  é 
Institutos. 
Id.        30.  Id.  id.  para  que  se  publique  en  la    u  Gaceta"  el   Tribunal 
nombrado  por  la  Junta  de  Inspectores  de   la  Universidad 
para  proveer  la  cátedra  de  auxiliar  de  la  Escuela  de  Ci- 
rugía Dental. 
Id.        30.  Orden  núm,  209  del  Gobierno  Militar  creando   dos  nuevos 
grupos  12  y  13  en  la  Escuela  de  Medicina  y   nombrando 
los  catedráticos  que  han  de  dése) «peñarlos  y  nombrando 
los  catedráticos  A  y   B  de   la  Escuela  de   Agrimensura 
anexa  al  Instituto  de  Pinar  del  Río. 
Octubre...     2.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  suspendiendo   del   desempeño   del 
cargo  de  Superintendente  Provincial  de  Escuelas  de  San 
ta  Clara. 
Id.  2.  Orden  del    Gobierno  Militar    concediendo    un    crédito   de 

$1387.71  para  pago  de  derechos  de  Aduana  del   material 
científico  adquirido  por  el  Instituto  de  Matanzas. 
Id.  4.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Superintendente  Provin- 

cial de  Escuelas  de  Santa  Clara,  interino. 
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Octubre..-  4.  Circular  num.  2  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  comunicando 
á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  que  el  Gobierno  Militar  ha  dis- 
puesto no  funcione  ninguna  Escuela  Pública  el  día  10  del 
presente  mes,  en  conmemoración  del  acontecimiento  his- 
tórico ocurrido  en  igual  fecha  del  año  1868. 

Id.  5.  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aumentando  en  $10  mensuales 

la  consignación  para  gastos  del  material  de  la  Escuela 
de  Pintura  y  Escultura» 

Id.  7.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  durante  los  cursos 

académicos  de  1901  á  1902;  19"2  á  1903  y  1903  á  1904, 
puedan  ingresar  en  la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros  los  indivi- 
duos que  mediante  examen  acrediten  tener  la  suficiente 
preparación  en  las  materias  que  en  la  Orden  se  expresan. 

Id.  7.  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  autorizando  al  Profesor  B  de  la  Es- 
cuela de  Agronomía  para  que  pueda  dar  las  clases  prácti- 
cas en  el  Jardín  Botánico  de  la  Universidad. 

Id.  11.  Orden  núm.  216  del  Gobierno  Militar  modificando  la  Orden 
266  de  1900,  en  cuanto  se  refiere  á  Ja  Escuela  de  Agro- 
nomía á  fin  de  que  los  alumnos  que  hagan  sus  estudios 
en  ella,  puedan  aspirar  al  título  de  Ingeniero  Agrónomo. 

Id.  15.  Circular  número  1  de  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  de  Es- 
cuelas disponiendo  que  todas  las  personas  que  desempe- 
ñen aunque  sea  por  algunas  horas  un  cargo  de  Maestro 
en  las  Escuelas  Públicas,  ya  con  el  carácter  de  propieta- 
rio, interinos,  substitutos,  suplentes  ó  supernumerarios, 
deben  estar  provistos  de  certificados  de  aptitud  expedido 
por  la  Superintendencia  ó  del  provisional  que  les  facilite 
la  Superintendencia  provincial  respectiva. 

Id.  16.  Id.  numero  2  de  id.  id.  haciendo  saber  á  los  calificadores 
que  actuaron  como  miembros  de  los  tribunales  en  los 
exámenes  efectuados  desde  Febrero  hasta  principios  de 
Septiembre  de  1901,  que  si  no  solicitan  su  correspon- 
diente certificado  de  maestros  de  primer  grado,  antes  del 
15  de  Noviembre  próximo,  se  considerará  que  renuncian 
á  los  beneficios  que  les  concede  la  Orden  127  de  la  serie 
corriente. 

Id.  16  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  disponiendo   que  en  las  peti- 

ciones de  créditos  para  la  adquisición  de  material  cientí- 
fico de  la  Universidad  é  Institutos,  se  incluyan  los  dere- 
chos de  Aduana  que  deban  abonar  los  efectos  que  se  pidan. 

Id.  17  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  aceptando  la  renuncia  del  catedrático 

A  del  curso  preparatorio  del  Instituto  de  Santa  Clara  y 
nombrando  al  que  ha  de  sustituirlo  interinamente. 

I&.  18  ídem  disponiendo  que  el  título  de  Agrimensor,  expedido 

por  la  extinguida  Escuela  Profesional  de  la  Habana,  da 
derecho  para  ingresar  en  la  Escuela  de  Ingenieros. 

Id.  19  ídem  de  la  Secretaría  para  que  el  Director  del  Instituto  de 

Matanzas  dé  toda  clase  de  facilidades  a  los  peritos  nom- 
brados por  la  Secretaría  de  Justicia  para  hacer  el  avalúo 
de  las  mejoras  hechas  por  el  Estado  en  el  edificio  ocupado 
por  el  Instituto. 

Id.  21  Circular  núm.  5  déla  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  de  Cuba 

publicando  relación  nominal  de  las  personas  aprobadas 
en  los  exámenes  que  se  efectuaron  en  Febrero  Marzo, 
Junio  y  Julio  de  1901  y  de  los  calificadores  comprendidos 
en  el  Art.  25  de  la  Orden  núm.  127,  serie  corriente. 

Id.  22  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  Vice  Director  del  Insti- 

tuto de  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Id.  29  Orden  núm.  233  del  Gobierno  Militar  modificando  la  agru- 

pación de  cátedras  en  la  Escuela  de  Medicina. 
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Noviembre.  2  Circular  núm.  3  de  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  publican- 
do  los  programas  de  los  exámenes  para  obtener  el  certifr. 
cano  de  aptitud  de  primer  grado. 

Id.  2  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  nombrando  catedrático  interino  de 

la  asignatura  UA"  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrimensura  anexa 
al  Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba,  y  convocando  aspiran- 
tes á  dicha  cátedra. 

Id.  3  Circular  núm.  3  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas   disponiendo 

se  remitan  á  su  Oficina  las  fianzas  originales  prestadas 
por  los  Secretarios  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación. 

Id.  4  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aprobando  memoria  del  cate- 

drático ¿'D"  de  la  Escuelas  de  Ciencias  sobre  inversión 
del  crédito  de  $  9,385.56  concedido  en  7  de  Enero  del  co- 
rriente año  para  material  é  instalación  del  gabinete  de 
Física  de  la  Escuela  de  Ciencias. 

Id.  6  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  autorizando  al  Profesor  de  Ejer- 

cicios Calisténicos  del  Instituto  de  la  Habana,  para  uti- 
lizar el  gimnasio  de  la  Escuela  "Luz  Caballero." 

Id.  7  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  declarando  cesante  al  Superinten- 

dente Provincial  de  Escuelas  de  Santa  Clara. 

Id.  8  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  el  catedrático  de 

Construcciones  Civiles  dé  en  su  enseñanza  lecciones  de 
construcciones  Sanitarias  que  el  estudio  de  la  Química 
inorgánica  pera  suficiente  á  los  alumnos  de  ingeniatura 
civil  y  arquitectura  para  llenar  el  estudio  de  la  Química 
que  exige  la  Orden  2fi6,  Serie  1900. 

Id.  12  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  aprobando  el  Reglamento  de  la  Jun- 

ta de  Inspectores  de  la  Universidad. 

Id.  12  Circular  num.  1.1  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  llamando  la 

atención  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  acerca  del  cumpli- 
miente  del  artículo  74  de  la  Ley  Escolar,  según  el  cual 
las  Escuelas  públicas  sólo  podrán  clausurarse  en  días  de- 
clarados festivos  por  el  Gobierno  Militar,  y  que  ningún 
edificio  destinado  á  usos  escolares  podrá  ser  utilizado 
como  lugar  de  inscripción,  ni  de  propaganda,  ni  de  vota- 
ción, en  la  próxima  contienda  electoral. 

Id.  13  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aprobando  el  crédito  de  cuaren~ 

ta  y  siete  pesos  veinte  y  un  centavos  para  pagar  los  ser- 
vicios de  un  escribiente  temporero. 

Id.  14  Prden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo  que  el  Jefe  de  Clínica  do 

la  Cátedra  7,  suple  ó  sucede  en  casos  de  ausencia  ó  va- 
cante al  catedrático  titular. 

Id.  14  Orden  del  Gobierno  Militar  aprobando  el  crédito  de  $641.75 

para  adquisición  de  material  para  la  Escuela  de  Agrimen- 
sura anexa  al  Instituto  de  Pinar  del  Río- 
Id.  20  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  aprobando  el  Reglamento  para  el 
régimen  interior  de  la  misma. 

Id.  21  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  previniendo  á  varios  vocales  de  la 

Junta  de  Educación  de  Matanzas,  que  en  lo  sucesivo  se 
abstengan  de  infringir  las  disposiciones  dictadas  por  el 
Sr.  Secretario  de  Instrucción  Pública. 

Id.  25  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  disponiendo   que  será  suficiente  á 

los  alumnos  de  la  carrera  de  Ingenieros  Electricistas  el 
estudio  de  la  Química  Inorgánica,  y  el  Análisis  Químico 
para  llenar  el  requisito  del  estudio  de  la  Química  qne  exi- 
ge la  Orden  266  Serie  de  1900. 
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noviembre.  25  Circular  num.    5  del   Comisionado  de  Escuelas,  haciendo 
i  saber  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  y  á  loa  Maestros  por  ellas 

empleados,  que  ha  ordenado  se  instruya  expediente  con- 
tra un  Maestro  que  había  aceptado  un  puesto  en  una  Jun- 
ta de  inscripción  electoral,  de  la  que  fué  nombrado  Pre- 
sidente y  que  por  tal  motivo,  había  abandonado  en  varios 
días  el  aula  confiada  á  sus  cuidados  y  decretando  la  sus- 
pensión de  empleo  y  sueldo,  del  Maestro  de  referencia, 
mientras  se  dicte  resolución  definitiva. 

Id.  26  Circular  de  la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Pública  á  los  Pre- 

sidentes de  la  Junta  de  Educación,  haciéndoles  saber  que 
la  imposición  de  multas  á  los  que  sean  responsables  de  la 
«  faltas  de  asistencia  de  los  alumnos  á  las  Escuelas  Públicas, 

no  está  incluida  en  lo  dispuesto  en  el  inciso  segundo  del 
artículo' 102  de  la  Ley  Electoral. 

Id.  26  Circular  núm.  6   del   Comisionado  de  Escuelas,   haciendo 

saber  á  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación   que 
j  el  Gobierno  Militar  ha  tenido  á  bien  ordenar  que  no  fun- 

cione ninguna  Escuela  Pública,  el  día  27  del  mes  actual 
en  conmemoración  del  triste  suceso  en  igual  fecha  del  año 
de  1871. 

Id.  27  Circular  núm.  7  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas,  dic- 

tando instrucciones  acerca  de  la  manera  cómo  ha  de  pro- 
cederse  con  los  padres,  tutores  ú  otras  personas,  que  sin 
causa  que  lo  justifique  no  envíen  á  una  Escuela,  los  me- 
nores confiados  á  su  cargo. 

Id.  28  Orden  de  la  ¡Secretaría,  manifestando   al  Presidente  de  la  , 

Junta  de  Educación  de  Candelaria,  reponga  en  su  pues- 
to á  un  Maestro  que  declaró  cesante,  sin  perjuicio  de  lo 
que  resulte  del  expediente. 

Id,  29  Circular  de  la  Secretaría,  dirigidas  á  los  Presidentes  de  las 

Juntas  de  Educación,  recordándole  la  obligación  en  que 
se  encuentran  las  Juntas  de  respetar  y  hacer  que  se  res- 
peten los  derechos  de  los  Maestros  Públicos  como  elec- 
tores. 
Diciembre..  4  Circular  de  la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Pública  exponien- 
las  consideraciones  que  deben  servir  de  norma  á  los 
señores  catedráticos  de  la  Universidad  é  Institutos  de 
Segunda  Enseñanza,  en  el  presente  período  electoral. 

Id.  5  Circular  núm.  8  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  re- 

lativa á  la  división  del  segundo  y  tercer  períodos  del  co- 
rriente año  escolar. 

Id.  5  Circular  de  la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Pública  referente 

á  la  ensoñanza  de  idiomas  en  los  Institutos  de  Segunda 
Enseñanza. 

Id.  10  Circular  núm.  7  de  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  publi- 
cando relación  nominal  de  las  personas  examinadas  en 
Agosto  y  Septiembre  de  1901  y  de  los  calificadores  á 
quienes  se  ha  expedido  el  correspondiente  certificado  de 
Maestro  de  Primer  Grado. 

Id.  10  Circular  núm.  9  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  lla- 

mando la  atención  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  para  que 
den  aviso  á  la  Oficina  del  Comisionado  de  todo  cambio 
que  haga  en  su  presupuesto  después  de  haber  sido  remiti- 
do á  la.  aprobación  del  Comisionado. 

Id.  12  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Públiba  proveyendo . 

interinamente  la  plaza  de  Secretario  del  Instituto  de  Se- 
gunda Enseñanza  de  la  Habana  por  pasar  á  otro  destino 
el  que  venía  desempeñándola. 
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¿Diciembre..  23  Orden  déla  Secretaría  nombrando  Tribunal  para  la  provi- 
sión de  la  Cátedra  del  Jefe  de  Trabajos  '-A"  de  la  Escue- 
la de  Medicina. 

Id.  23  Id.  de  Id.  id.  de  la  cátedra  del  Auxiliar  del  Grupo  7  de  la 
Escuela  de  Medicina. 

Id.  23  Id.  de  Id.  id,,  para  la  provisión  de  la  cátedra  "A"  del  Gru- 

po Preparatorio  del  Instituto  de  Segunda  Edseñanza  de 
Santa  Clara. 

Id.  23  Id.  de  Id.  id.,  déla  Cátedra  "A"    de  la  Escuela  de  Agri- 

mensura anexa  al  Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Id.  23  Id,  id.  id. ?  La  Cátedra  del  Auxiliar  de  la  Sección   de  Len- 

guas y  Literatura  de  la  Escuela  de  Letras  y  Filosofía. 

Id.  26  Orden  de  la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Pública  disponiendo 

la  publicación  en  la  "Gaceta  de  la  Habana  del  cuadro 
comparativo  de  los  alumnos  matriculados  en  los  Institu- 
tos de  Segunda  Enseñanza  durante  el  curso  académico 
de  1900  a  1901  y  de  1901  á  1902. 

Id.  26  Circular  de  la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Pública  á  los  Pre- 

sidentes de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  para  que  soliciten  el 
concurso  de  los  vecinos  acomodados  por  medio  de  Juntas 
permanentes  de  Señoras  para,  que  hagan  donativos  á  los 
niños  pobres  de  las  escuelas  públicas,  consistentes  en  ropa 
y  calzado. 
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APENDICE  B. 

CUADRO  ESTADÍSTICO  de  las  "ENTRADAS"  habidas  en  la  SECRETARIA  DE 
INSTRUCCIÓN  PUBLICA  durante  el  semestre  de  Julio  á  Diciembre,  inclusive,  de  igoi. 


,  FBOGJEBJENCIAS: 

pel  Gobierno  Militar 

X)e  la  Universidad 

pe  los  Institutos 

Pe  la  Superintendencia  de  Escuelas 
de  Cuba 

pe  las  Superintendencias  provin- 
ciales  

Bel  Comisionado  de  Escuelas 

Pe  Alcaldías,  Juntas  de  Educación 
y  Consejos  Escolares 

Pe  la  Escuela  de  Pintura 

Pe  la  Escuela  de  Artes  y  Oficios  . . . 

Pe  Hacienda 

Pe  Justicia 

Pe  Obras  Públicas 

Pe  Estado  y  Gobernación 

Pe  Juzgados  y  Audiencias 

Pe  Particulares 

Pe  Gobiernos  Civiles 

Bel  Auditor  de  Cuba 

Pel  Tesorero  de  Cuba 

Pe  la  Junta  de  Insp.  Universidad. . 

Pe  Agricultura,  Comercio  etc 


34 
31 

68 

12 
31 

:o 

50 

2 
3 
I 


1 
1 

3 

47 


14 

26 
37 


30 
10 

16 
1 
1 

2 


89 
1 


Total 295    243   312    330   216   213    1.608 


go 


23 
28 
93 


15 

26 

16 

2 
1 

2 


4 
1 

95 


22 
50 

98 


6 
10 

7 
3 

2 
3 

2 


1 
5 
114 
1 
1 


24 
40 
60 


1 
12 

10 
2 

T 

3 
1 


2 
2 
45 
1 
1 
2 
2 
] 


9» 

39 

58 


16 
5 

20 
1 
1 


4 

J 

53 


H 

O 

H 


126 
214 

414 

32 

99 
73 

19 

11 

9 

11 

3 

1 

15 

15 

443 

a 

6 
4 


ESTADÍSTICA,  por  procedencias,   de  las   "SALIDAS"  habidas  en  la  SECRETARIA 
DE  INSTRUCCIÓN  PUBLICA,  de  i.°  de  Julio  á  31  de  Diciembre  de  1901. 


DESTINO: 
Gobierno  Militar 

Rectorado  Universidad 

Institutos  de  la  Isla. 

Superintendencia  Escuelas 

Superintendencias  Provinciales 

Comisionado  de  Escuelas 

Alcaldes,  Consejos  Escolares  y  Jun- 
tas de  Educación. 

Escuela  de  Pintura  y  Escultura 

Escuela  de  Artes  y  Oficios. . ... 

Gaceta 

Secretaría  de  Hacienda 

Secretaría  de  Estado  y  Gobernación. 

Secretaría  de  Obras  Públicas 

Secretaría  de  Justicia 

Secretaría  de  Agricultura 

Audiencias  y  Juzgados 

Gobiernos  Civiles 

Tesorero  de  Cuba 

Auditor  de  Cuba 

Junta  de  Insp .  Universidad 

Particulares 


Total, 


13 

30 
57 
15 
15 
19 

147 

2 

6 

17 

9 

1 
1 


90 


10 

26 

39 

7 

17 

22 

150 
2 
3 
8 

16 
3 


66 


15 
54 
79 
7 
II 
25 

12 
3 
3 

8 

22 

1 


1 
1 

2 
93 


15 

78 

69 

4 

4 

14 

4 
6 
2 
6 
39 
1 


1 

3 

2 

119 


421    374   337    370    479   379    2.356 


17 
40 
49 
5 
1 
13 

260 
3 
1 

7 
16 

2 


1 

2 

4 

54 


10 
39 
56 
4 
11 


137 

"i 
U 
11 

2 


99 


80 

267 

349 

42 

59 

101 

710 
16 
19 

57 
113 
9 
1 
3 
2 
6 
l 
4 
7- 
9 
501 
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APÉNDICE  C. 


Número  de  los  aspirantes  a  certificados  de  Primer  Grado 
examinados  en  los  meses  de  Junio  y  Julio  y  Agosto  y 
Septiembre  de  4904. 


En  Junio  y  Julio 

En  Agosto  y  Septiembre 

Aprobados 

Suspensos 

TOTAL 

Aprobados 

Suspensos 

TOTAL 

Pinar  del  Río 

227 
811 
580 
899 
246 
591 

26 
122 

28 

46 

6 

97 

253 

943 

608 
945 

252 
688 

112 

304 
199 
279 
41 
173 

21 
133 

26 

26 

9 

123 

133 

Habana _  _ . . 

437 

Matanzas .. 

225 

Santa  Clara. 

305 

Puerto  Príncipe.       . .  - 

50 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

296 

3.354 

325 

3.679 

1.108 

338 

1.446 

RESUMEN 


Aprobados 

Suspensos 

TOTAL 

En  Junio  y  Julio. 

3.354 
1.108 

325 
338 

3.679 

En  Agosto  y  Septiembre. 

1.146 

4.462 

663 

5.125 
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APÉNDICE   D. 

JSfúmero  de  los  aspirantes  á  certificado  de  Maestros  de  Inglés, 
examinados  el  4.°  de  Octubre  de  4904. 


Pinar  del  Río 

Habana 

Matanzas 

Santa  Clara 

Puerto  Príncipe 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

TOTAL 


9 
119 

47 
47 
28 
21 


271 


¿5 


121 
24 
27 
14 
11 


201 


8 


13 

240 

71 

74 
42 
32 


472 
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APÉNDICE   E. 

Escuelas  de    Verano  que  funcionaron  en   esta  Isla  en  el 
corriente  ano. 


PROVINCIA   DE  PINAR  DEL  EIO 


Pinar  del  Río. 
Guanajay. 


PROVINCIA   DE   LA  HABANA 


Habana. 

Güines. 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas. 

Güira  de  Melena. 


PROVINCIA    DE   MATANZAS 


Matanzas. 
Colón. 
Cárdenas, 
unión  de  Reyes. 


PROVINCIA  DE    SANTA   CLARA 


Santa  Clara. 

Cienfuegos. 

Trinidad. 

Sancti-Spíritus. 

Remedios. 

Sagua  la  Grande. 

Rodas. 


PROVINCIA  DE  PUERTO  PRINCIPE 


Puerto  Príncipe. 
Morón. 


PROVINCIA  DE   SANTIAGO   DE   CUBA 


Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Manzanillo. 

Holguín. 


La  asistencia  á  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  que  á  continuación 
se  exfresan,  fué  la  siguiente: 


PINAR  DEL  RIO 

Maestros 57 

Maestras.. 47 

Oyentes  varones 3 

Oyentes  hembras 4     111 
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GUANAJAY 
Maestros  y  Maestras 72      72 

HABANA 

Maestros  y  Maestras 805 

Oyentes 74    879 

GÜINES 
Maestros  y  Maestras..  1 . .      77      77 

SANTIAGO  DE  LAS  VEGAS 
Maestros  y  Maestras 50      50 

GÜIRA   DE    MELENA 
Maestros  y  Maestras 51       51 

SANTA   CLARA 

Maestros . 74 

Maestras 119 

Oyentes  varones -  1 

Oyentes  hembras 3     197 

CIENFUEGOS 

Maestros 74 

Maestras 135    209 

SAGUA  LA   GRANDE 

Maestros 43 

Maestras. 107     150 

RODAS 

Maestros 31 

Maestras 31       62 

SANCTI-SPIRITUS 

Maestros 32 

Maestras.. 52      84 

TRINIDAD 

Maestros.. 32 

Maestras 35      67 

REMEDIOS 

Maestros 53 

Maestras ]  06     159 
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APENDIDE  F. 
"CIUDADES'  ESCOLARES"  ESTABLECIDAS  EN  LA  ISLA  DE  CUBA 


PROVINCIA  DE  LA  HABANA 

Habana 49 

Güines 2 

San  Antonio  de  los  Baños 3        54 

PROVINCIA  DE  MATANZAS 

Matanzas 3          3 

PROVINCIA   DE   SANTA   CLARA 

Santa  Clara. 14 

Cienfuegos -  12 

Remedios ., 2 

Camajuaní 2         30 

PROVINCIA.   DE   PUERTO   PRINCIPE 

Puerto  Príncipe 2 

Morón 2          4 

Total '  91 


"CIUDADES  ESCOLARES"  ORGANIZADAS  EN  EL  DISTRITO  ESCOLAR 

DE  LA  HABANA 


Número 

de  las 

Escuelas 

SITUACIÓN 

DIRECTORES 

J 

Empedrado  21 

Manuel  Gómez  Cordido. 

2 

Obrapía  69 

Dulce  María  Sainz. 

3 

Bernaza  62 

Luis  Febles. 

4 

Cuarteles  40 

Marta'  Martínez.  ■ 

7 

San  Ignacio  98 

José  F.  Güell. 

8 

Inquisidor  32 

Angela  Land  a. 

9 

Merced  39 

Francisco  A  ran  go. 

10 

San  Ignacio  43. 

Mercedes  Sellen. 

11 

Amistad  34 

Andrés  Cobreiro. 

12 

Consulado  62 

Carolina  Poncet. 

13 

San  Nicolás  7 . 

Eduardo  Pulgarón. 

14 

Animas  88 

Mercedes  Albuerne. 

15 

Gervasio  27 

José  M.  Fdez.  de  Velazco. 

16 

Valle  5 

Amada  Miranda. 

17 

Concordia  113 

Miguel  Senarega. 

18 

Concordia  64. 

Magdalena  Pardo. 

19 

Manrique  120 

Ángel  A  guiar. 

20 

Manrique  109 

Teresa  Men  ocal. 

OBSERVACIONES 


8$ 


Minero 
délas 


21 

24 
24 
25 
30 
32 
33 
34 
435 
36 
37 
40 
41 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
5* 
56 
*57 
58 
59 
60 
63 

65 

67 


Escuela 
con 


SITUACIÓN 


DIRECTORES 


Águila  133 ,.. 

Industria  146 

Monte5 

Carlos  III  8 

Gervasio  141 

Estevez  .58 

Monte  322 

Calle  7.a,  84,  Ved? 
Calle  5%  56,  Ved? 

Cerro  564 

Cerro  526 ... 

Jesús  del  Monte  383 

Luyanó  1J7 

Bernaza  60.. _  _ 
San  Lázaro  205 
Calle  23  y  D,  Ved0 
Calle  23  y  D,  Ved? 

Jovellar  7 

Infanta  102 

Húérfs.  de  la  Patria 
Jesús  del  Monte  55 1 

Monte  501 ... 

Infanta  8... 

Reina  82 

Chorrera    8   y   10, 

Calvario - 

Jeoús  del  Monte  309 
Reina  147....— ... 
Apodaca22,íEscue 

la  Municipal». ..    Bruno  Valdés  Miranda. 
"LUZ  CABALLERO",  Suárez  y  Diaria.  — Rómulo  Norieg 
.cuatro  "Ciudades  Escolares". 


Manuel  Martín. 
Guadalupe  Pérez. 
Paula  Concepción. 
Justo  L.  Falcón. 
Adelaida  Pinera. 
Amada  Roque. 
Ramón  Lubián. 
Blanca  García. 
José  M.  Sánchez. 
Florinda  Rodríguez. 
Honorato  Valdés  Miranda 
Aurora  Fernández. 
Cándido  Grave. 
Isabel  Ariza. 
Walterio  Olíate, 
Mercedes  Larrinaga. 
Francisco  Peralta. 
Isabel  Parrilla. 
Carlos  Vasseur. 
Aurelia  García. 
Ceferino  Welss. 
Rosalía  González. 
José  Miguel  González. 
Matilde  Rodríguez. 

Alberto  Hevia. 
Valentín  Méndez. 
Gabriel  J.  Mancebo. 


OBSERVACIONES 
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HUMERO   DE   ALUMNOS  MATRICULADOS  EN  LAS  ESCUELAS  PUBLI- 
CAS DE  LA  ISLA  DE  CUBA  EN  SEPTIEMBRE  DE  1901 


BLANCOS 

DE  COLOR 

TOTALES 

Niños 

Niñas 

liles 

Niñas 

Blancos 

De  color 

Niños 

Niñas 

Total 
General 

•  47.909 

41.333 

'24.147 

23.029 

89.234 

47.176 

72.0.Í6 

64.354 

136,410 

húmero  total  de  alumnos  matriculados  en  Mavo  de  190  L 174.122 

Id.      id.  id.  id.  en  Noviembre  de  1901....    157.986 

NOTAS: 

Conviene  tener  presente  que  en  el  año  escolar  de  1900  á  1901 7  muchos 
maestros  incluían  en  sus  informes  todos  los  alumnos  inscriptos,  y  en  el  ac- 
tual año  escolar  de  1901  á  1902,  sólo  pueden  incluir  á  los  niños  que  hayan 
•asistido  en  el  mes  á  que  el  informe  se  refiera. 

En  la  matrícula  de  Septiembre  no  está  incluida  la  de  la  Escuela  de 
^Luz  y  Caballero". 


'NUMERO   DE  MAESTROS   EMPLEADOS  EN  LAS  ESCUELAS  PUBLICAN 
DE  LA  ISLA  DE  CUBA  EN   SEPTIEMRRE  DE  1901 


MAESTROS 

MAESTRAS 

BLANCOS 

DE  COLOR 

TOTAL 

BLANCAS 

DE  COLOR 

TOTAL 

Total  General 

1.390 

41 

1.431 

2.025 

.77 

2.102 

3.538 

EDAD   DE   LOS   MAESTROS 


De  18  años 

De  18  á  20 

De  20  á  25 

De  25  á  30 

De  30  á  40 

De  40  á  50 

Mayores 

o  menos 

anos 

años 

anos 

anos 

anos 

de  50  años 

co 
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111 

290 

302 

590 

248 

371 

382 

393 

215 

141 

133 

42 

APÉNDICE  H. 

Relación  de  las   Casas  Escuelas  construidas  6  reparadas 
en  Cula. 
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ALQUIZAR: 
Composición  de  casas  es- 
cuelas Nos.  3  y  4 %  332.00     Nov.  4,  1901.  6 

GÜINES: 
Composiciones  del  Cuar- 
tel de  Caballería „        8.475.00     Jim.  17,  1901.  13 

HABANA: 

Composiciones  del  Hos- 
pital de  San  Ambrosio.     „    102.350.21     Mar.  2,  1901.  33  17 

ISLA  DE  PINOS: 
Composiciones  del  Cuar- 
tel  ,        1.393.50     Oct.  31.  1901.  4 

LA  SALUD: 
Construcción  de  casas  es- 
cuelas       „       4,848.00     Nov.  .6,  1901..  3 

SANTIAGO  DE  LAS 
VEGAS: 
Composiciones  de  casas 
cedidas  por  el  Ayunta- 
miento       „        8.520.78     Jul.  20,1901,  7 

CIEGO  DE  AVILA: 
Composiciones  del  Hos- 
pital      „       7.870.00     Abl.20,.1901,  12  4 

MORON: 
Construcción  de  una  casa 
escuela  de  guano ,,  354.00     Sept.  .7,  1901.  1 

CIENFUEGOS: 
Composiciones  del  Asilo 

de  Huérfanos „     20.023.30     Nov.  12, 1901  ■  25  B 

PALMIRA: 
Construcción  oe  una  ca- 

ta  escuela „        4  800.25     Jun.  13,  1901  6 

SAN    FERNANDO 
DE  CAMARONES: 
Construcción  de  una  ca- 
sa escuela „        5.830.50'    Jul.  22,1901.  ft 
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SANTA  CLARA: 

Composición  en  el  edifi- 
cio de  la  Corte  Co- 
rreccional. $  640.00     May.  20, 1901  8 

Edificio  u Marta  Abreu".     „        7.873.00     May. .8, 1901  8 

Composiciones  del  edifi- 
cio de  la  escuela  en  la 
estación  del  ferrocarril.     „       6.825.25     May.    8,1901  6 

SAN  JUAN  DE  LAS 
YERAS: 
Composiciones  del  Cuar- 
tel  • „       7.926.00     Sept.  20, 1901  6 

HOLGUIN: 
Composiciones  de  la  casa 

No.  3  en  San  Agustín.     „  500.00     Sept.   7, 1901  j 

Composiciones  de  la  casa 

Nu.  4  en  San  Agustín.     ,,       ■■  500.00     Sept.    7,1901  1 

GUANAJAY: 
Construcción  do  3  casas 
escuelas. 

Madera „       2.900.00     Die.  24, 1901.  3 

Id „       2.H00.00     Die.  24, 1901.  & 

Manipostería „  #    4.000.00     Die.  24, 1901.  % 

MATANZAS: 
Composiciones  en  la  cár- 
cel      „        9.270.80     Sept.  13,1901  9 

SONGO: 
Composiciones  de  la  ca- 
sa escuela.- ,,        2.950.00     Sept.       1901  6 

CORRE: 
Composiciones     de    una 
casa „       7.500.00     7 

GÜIRA  DE  MELENA 
Construcción  de  casas  es- 
cuelas. 

Madera )  (3 

Id £„       7.980.00     Agt.19,1901.  I  1 

Id.     .....)  t  (  1 

COLON: 
Composiciones  del  Cuar- 
tel      „       6.000.00     Jun.  3,  1901.  12 

PUERTO  PADRE. 
Composiciones  de  la  casa 
escuela  de  Tunas „        1.600.00     2 
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PINAK  DEL  RIO.— 
Ciudad: 
Composiciones    de    una 

parte  del  Cuartel $       6.405.75     Jul.  25,  1901 .  8  2 

PINAR  DEL  RIO.— 
Municipal: 
Construcción  de  casas  es-  ^  f     5  casas  de  1 

cuelas cuarto. 

\„       4.225.00     Oct.  8,1901..  -{ 
PALACIOS:  |  |      1   casa   de  2 

Construcción  de  casas. . .  J  [  cuartos. 

S'ANTIAG-O.  DE 
CUBA: 
«Construcción  de  la  Casa 

Escuela  No.  1 „     50.000.00     6  3' 
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APÉNDICE  I 


Relación  de  los  periódicos  de  Instrucción  Pública  que  se  pu- 
blican en  la  Isla  de  Cuba. 


Nombre  del  Periódico 

director' 

Lugar  donde  se 
publica 

Observaciones 

La  Epcuela  Moderna. 

El    Magisterio   Spiri- 

tuano  

Arturo  R.  Díaz.. 

Eamón    Valdés 
Marín 

Habana 

Sancti  Spíritus.. 

Palmira 

Puerto  Príncipe. 
Santiago  de  Cu- 
ba  

Quincenal. 

Quincenal. 

La  Escuela 

Fernando   M.   A- 
costa - 

Quincenal. 

El  Maestro  Moderno. 

Semanal. 

Ciencias  y  Letras .... 

Antonio  Oms .... 

Quincenal. 

El  Escolar 

Holguín 

Semanal. 

NOTA. 

Los  profesores  del  Instituto  de  la  Habana  publican  una  revista  men- 
sual, dirigida  por  el  Dr.  Eduardo  F.  Plá,  con  el  título  de  "Revista  de 
Ciencias' '5  y  los  estudiantes  de  la  Facultad  de  Derecho  de  la  Universidad , 
-otra,  dirigida  por  el  Sr.  Manuel  Carnesoltas  é  intitulado  "Revista  de 
Derecho". 
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AEENDICE  J.. 


Relación  de  los  actos  de  exámenes  generales  de  estudios  veri- 
ficados en  la  Universidad  de  la  Habana  en  el  curso 
académico  de  4900  á  490Í. 


En  Junio. 


En  Septiembre. 


FACULTAD    DE    LETRAS    Y    CIENCIAS. 
ESCUELA  DE  LETRAS  Y  CIENCIAS* 


Sobresalientes. 

Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

TOTAL. 

Sobresalientes.!  Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

TOTAL 

52 

13 

2. 

67 

5     J           9 

3 

17 

ESCUELA  DE  PEDAGOGÍA 

11 

6 

|         17             18     |         10 

2 

30 

64 

90 

ESCUELA  DE  CIENCIAS 
22     1       176.         "14     1        30 

11 

55 

ESCUELA 

BE  IRGENIEROS,  ELECTRICISTAS  Y  ARQ1 

DITECTOS 

24 

7 

1         31     II          5     1           8 
ESCUELA  DE  AGRONOMÍA 

13 

4 

1     4  II        1 

FACULTAD  DE  MEDICINA  Y  FARMACIA 

ESCUELA  DE:  MEDICINA 

2/8 

332 

51            661.              24     1       106 
ESCUELA  DE  FARMACIA 

68 

198 

13 

35 

15     |         63     II                 1      '  21 

ESCUELA  DE  CIRUJÍA  DENTAL 

1                II                1          1 

2 

2a 

1 

62: 

45 

82 

FACULTAD  DE;  DERECHO 
ESCUELA  DE  DERECHO  CIVIL 
6     |       133,                    1        41 

21 

ESCUELA  DE  DERECHO  PÚBLICO 

19 

42 

6> 

;     67  1 

5             18 

1 

24 
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ZRESTTiMilEIIsr 


FACULTAD  DE  LETRAS   Y  CIENCIAS 

Actos  de  exámenes  en  Junio 295 

A.ctos  de  exámenes  en  Septiembre 115    410 

FACULTAD  DE  MEDICINA  Y  FARMACIA 

Actos  de  exámenes  en  Junio 724 

Actos  de  exámenes  en  Septiembre 222    946 

FACULTAD  DE  DERECHO 

Actos  de  exámenes  en  Junio 200 

Actos  de  exámenes  en  Septiembre 86     286     1  642 
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Cuadro  demostrativo  de  los  actos  de  exámenes  finales  de  e$* 
tudios  verificados  en  el  Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza 
de  Pinar  del  Río  en  el  curso  académico  de  4900  a  490j, 

ENSEÑANZA  OFICIAL 


EN   JUNIO 

EN   SEPTIEMBRRE 

Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL 

Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL. 

120 

7 

127 

26 

3 

29 

Alumnos  presentados  á  examen  23.     Alumnos  presentados  á  examen  174 
Exámenes  de  grado 1 

RESUMEN 

Exámenes  de  Junio -  -  127 

Exámenes  de  Septiembre. 29 

Exámenes  de  grado» 1 

157 


Alumnos  presentados  en  Junio 23 

Alumnos  presentados  en  Septiembre 17 

40 
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Cuadros  demostrativos  de  los  actos  de  exámenes  finales  de 
estudios  verificados  en  el  Instituto  de  Segunda  Ense- 
ñanza de  la  Habana. 

ESTUDIOS  DE  SEGUNDA  ENSEÑANZA 

EN  JUNIO  EN  SEPTIEMBRE 


Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL, 

Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL 

Enseñanza  Oficial 

251 

19 

1           271     II   ,     86    1        36 
Enseñanza  Privada 

77 

125 

78 

17 

1     1        96    II        80     I        28 
Enseñanza  Libre 

Tf 

108 

29 

5 

„      |        34    |[       24     |          5" 
Exámenes  de  Ingreso 

7' 

29- 

26 

77 

1          9({     1!                   1 

>?          1              ^°        ||              77           1              " 

Estudios  de  la  Escuela  de  Comercio 

'7 

77  - 

20 

1 

1          91      II                   1 

11                        ¿L       I)              11          |              7' 

Estudios  de  Cosmografía  y  Pilotage 

77 

77 

1 

?7 

"EstrjfHfis 

n 

1 

.11 

nioríifífl,  v  1 

1       5 

Escritura  ei 

1               7.' 

i  Mácmiua 

16 

17 


422  47  2  471  203     |        79  „  282 

Exámenes  de  grado  de  Bachiller 

,.      |  2    ||        „      |        „  ..  14 

Grados  de  Profesores  Mercantiles 

11  11  '7  '7 

ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  A  EXAMEN 

Estudios  de  Segunda  Enseñanza 89 

Estudios  de  la  Escuela  Comercio 14 

Alumnos  de  Enseñanza  Privada 58 


TOTAL.. 176 
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I^IESTTIMIEIKr 


Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Oficial 450 

Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Privada .............  204 

Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Libre.. . , .  63 

Ejercicios  de  Grado   de  Bachiller , 15 

ídem  de  Girado  de  Profesor  Mercantil 1 

TOTAL.......... . ■:..  733 


Exámenes  de  Junio .... ■„■ ...  471 

Exámenes  de  Septiembre 282 

Exámenes  de  Grado  de  Bachiller ,. 16 

Ídem  de  Profesor  Mercantil 1 

TOTAL 770 
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Cuadro  demostrativo  de  los  actos  de  Eooámenes  finales  de 
estudios  verificados  en  el  Instituto  de  Segunda  Ense- 
ñanza de  Matanzas  en  el  Curso  Académico  de  Í900  a  4  904, 


ENSEÑANZA  OFICIAL 


EN  JUNIO 

EN 

SEPTIEMBRE 

Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL. 

Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL. 

9tf 

22 

n 

116 

76 

16 

92 

ENSEÑANZA  LIBRE 

ji 

3 

ii 

3 

21 

ii 

V 

21 

Total  92 

25 

■¡i 

]I9 

97 

16 

V 

113 

EXAMENES  DE  GRADO 

De  Bachiller '....  14 

De  Perito  Agrimensor. 3 

ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  Á  EXAMEN:    ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS!  EXAMEN: 

Enseñanza  Oficial .  51       Enseñanza  Oficial 20 

Enseñanza  Libre 3      Enseñanza  Libre 5 


Total 54 

RESUMEN 


Total....- 25 


Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Oficial 208 

Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Libre. 24 

Exámenes  de  Grado J  7 

TOTAL 249 

Exámenes  de  Junio 119 

Exámenes  de  Septiembre 113 


TOTAL 232 


m 


Cuadro  demostrativo  de  los  actos  de  exámenes  finales  de  estu- 
dios verificados  en  el  Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza 
de  Santa  Clara  en  el  Curso  Académico  de  4900  á  4904^ 


ENSEÑANZA  OFICIAL 


EN  JUNIO 


EN  SEPTIEMBRE 


Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL. 

! 

j  Aprobados. 

Suspensa. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL. 

94 

22 

?? 

116 

46 

9 

V 

55 

ENSEÑANZA  LIBRE 

3 

V 

17 

3 

2     |         „ 

4 

6 

97 

22 

y> 

119 

48 

9 

4 

61 

RESUMEN 

Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Oficial 171 

Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Libre 9 

Ejercicios  de  grados  de  Bachiller 2 

TOTAL 182 

Exámenes  de  Junio 119 

Exámenes  de  Septiembre 61 

Exámenes  de  grados  de  Bachiller 2 

TOTAL 182 
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Cuadros  demostrativos  de  los  exámenes  finales  de  estudios  ve- 
rificados  en  el  Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Puer- 
to Principe  en  el  Curso  Académico  de  4904  á  49 OS. 

ENSEÑANZA  OFICIAL 


EN  JUNIO 


EN  SEPTIEMBRE 


Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL. 

Aprobados. 

Suspensos. 

Desaprobados. 

TOTAL. 

68 

3 

71 

12 

3 

15 

ENSEÑANZA  LIBRE 

13 

13    | 

5 

5 

81 

3 

81 

17 

3 

20 

De  Bachiller 2 

De  Peritos  Agrimensores 9 

11 

ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  Á  EXAMEN: 

Enseñanza  Oficial 34 

,,        Libre 11 


EXAMENES  DE  GRADOS 

De  Bachiller 5 


ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  A  EXAMEN: 

Enseñanza  Oficial 14 

,,  Libre 2 


45 

RESUMEN  '  ■ 

Exámenes  "de  Enseñanza  Oficial 86 

'  77  n  *,         Libre ., 18 

,,  .,,  ■  .,         Grado 16 

TOTAL. 120 

Exámenes  en  Junio.. .  _.     84 

„  „    Septiembre 20 

TOTAL. 104 


J6 
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Cuadro  demostrativo  de  los  actos  de  exámenes  finales  de 
estudios  verificados  en  el  Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza 
de  Santiago  de  Cuh'a^  en  el  curso  académico  de  1900 
a  4901. 


ENSEÑANZA    OFICIAL 
EN   JUNTO  EN  SEPTIEMBRE 


Aprobados 

Suspensos 

Desaprobados 

TOTAL 

Aprobados 

Suspensos 

Desaprobados 

TOTAL 

80 

8 
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56 

7 

63 

ENSEÑANZA    PRIVADA 
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EXAMENES   DE   GRADO 

De  Bachiller. . . . 

De  Agrimensor 


Total. 

ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  A  EXAMEN 


De  Enseñanza  Oficial. ........     6 1 

De  Enseñanza  Privada...... .       7 


13 


49 


23 

EN  AI* 

¿ENES   " 
23 

DE  ING 

RESO 

1 10 

8 

....*... 

118 

105 

........ 

7 

112 

ALUMNOS  PRESENTADOS  A  EXAMEN 

De  Enseñanza  Oficial. . 

De  Enseñanza  Privada. . . . 


35 
12 


Total. 


68 


Total 47 


RESUMEN 


Exámenes  de  Enseñanza  Oficial 151 

Id.         de  Enseñanza  Privada 56 

Id.         de  Ingreso. .  - . 23 

Id.         de  Grado ]3 


Total 243 


Exámenes  en  Jimio 118 

Exámenes  en  Septiembre 112 


Total.., 230 
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¡Cuadro  demostrativo  de  los  exámenes  finales  de  estudios  ve- 
rificados en  la  Escuela  de  Artes  y  Oficios  de  la  Rabana 
en  el  ano  escolar  de  4900  á  4904 ',. 


EN 

JUNTO 

EN 

SEPTIEMBRE 

<x> 

o 

o 

J 

Q 

o 

o 

J  .  .. 

'3 

o 

■rO 

•     <j 

0Q 

•  3 

o 

r¿ 

03 

«!    ■ 

'H, 

s3 

-  4j 

O 

O 
*-< 

O- 
m 
¡3 

O 

¿2" 
O 

o 

o 

O 

ai 

•^ 

W 

<1 

CQ 

H 

<^2 

fc 

P3 

^ 

OÍ 

H.  ' 

45 

47 

65 

108 

:90 

355 

0 

3 

6 

29 

21 

59 

;    EXÁMENES 

DE  GRADO:  5 

Alun 

mos 

)resei 

litado 

s.á  e 

xámen:  147 

Alumnos 

presentadí 

s  á  examen:    3& 
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APÉNDICE  Z 
TJNIVEKSIDAD    DE    LA.    HABANA 


HUMERO  DE  ALUMNOS  MATRICULADOS  PARA  EL  CURSO  ACADÉMICO  DE  1801  A  \W 
(por  facultades  y  escuelas) 

FACULTAD    DE    LETRAS   Y    CIENCIAS 

Escuela  de  Letras  y  Filosofía. 5¡> 

Escuela  de  Pedagogía. — 40* 

Escuela  de  Ciencias . .  3 

Escuela  de  Ingenieros,  Electricistas  y  Arquitectos. 64 

Escuela  de  Agronomía _ 3- 

MATRICULADOS   SIMULTÁNEAMENTE 

En  Letras  y  Filosofía  y  Pedagogía £ 

En  Pedagogía  y  Agronomía t 

En  Ciencias  é  Ingenieros „ 1 

En  Ingenieros  y  Derecho  Público - 1 

Total  de  alumnos  matriculados  en  la  Facultad  de  Letras  y  Ciencias,  120 


FACULTAD    DE    MEDICINA   Y    FARMACIA 

Escuela  de  Medicina ]8& 

Escuela  de  Farmacia. .... 57 

Escuela  de  Cirujía  Dental 11 

Escuela  de  Comadronas 18 

Escuela  de  Enfermeras - 27" 

MATRICULADOS    SIMULTÁNEAMENTE 

En  Medicina  y  Farmacia 4 

En  Medicina  y  Ciencias ■  _ . .' & 

'  En  Medicina  y  Letras  y  Filosofía 2.' 

En  Medicina,  Farmacia  y  Letras  y  Filosofía 1 

En  Medicina  y  Agronomía-  ..___' 2 

Total  de  alumnos  matriculados  en  la  Facultad  de  Medi- 
da y  Farmacia 307 

FACULTAD    DE    DERECHO 

Escuela  de  Derecho  Civil 52 

Escuela  de  Derecho  Público 1 

MATRICULADOS    SIMULTÁNEAMENTE 

En  Derecho  Civil  y  Derecho  Público 42 

En  Derecho  Civil,  Derecho  Públibo  y  Notariado 30 

En  Derecho  Civil  y  Notariado ... > , 5 

En  Derecho  Civil,  Derecho  Público  y  Letras  y  Filosofía. 3 

En  Derecho  Civil,  Derecho  Público  y  Pedagogía 1 

En  Derecho  Civil,  Derecho  Público,  Notariado  y  Agronomía 3 

Mn  Derecho  Civil,  Derecho  Público,  Letras  y  Agronomía. 1 

Total  de  alumnos  matriculados  en.  la  Facultad  de  Derecho..  13.8 
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UNIVEESIDAD    DE    LA    HABANA 

RESUMEN 

"Total  de  alumnos  matriculados  en  la  Facultad  de  Letras  y  Ciencias.  -  120 
Total  de  alumnos  matriculados  en  la  Facultad  de  Medicina  y  Far- 
macia   307 

Total  de  alumnos  matriculados  en  la  Facultad  de  Derecho 138 

Total  de  alumnos  de  la  Universidad _ 565 

NOTA. 
Promedio  de  alumnos  que  asisten  al  curso  libre  de  Antropología 12; 

ALUMNOS   DE   OTRAS   ESCUELAS   QUE   ASISTEN   A   CURSOS 
DE   LAS   DE    LETRAS   Y   CIENCIAS 

FACULTAD    DE    LETRAS    Y    CIENCIAS 


Escuela 
de  Fiosofía 
ESCUELAS  Escuela  de  Ciencias  y  Letras        TOTAL 


Derecho  Civil  y  Público . .  34  (Antropología) . 

Medicina _ ._  47 

Farmacia 5 1 

Ingenieros 64 

Pedagogía 42 

Agronomía 3 


TI 

106 

47 

51 

64 

42 

42 

3 

Totales 24J  114  313 

NOTA: — Cursan  además  la  asignatura  de  Dibujo  Lineal  y  Natural,  propia 
de  la  Escuela  de  ■  Pedagogía,  35  alumnos  pertenecientes  á  dis- 
tintas Escuelas. 


SECCIÓN    de: 

ESTAD 

IST1CA 

k    HA] 

riculados  dm 

Curso  de  1901 
á  1902 

UNIVERSIDAD 

CUADRO   COMPARATIVO  de  los 
anterior  y  actual. 

NOMBRE  DE  LA  FACULTAD 

DE    L- 

alumnos  mat 

Curso  de  1900 
á  1901 

BAÑA 

mnte  el  curso 

Diferencia 
en  contra  de  1901 

Letras  y  Ciencias. .._.._-.__ 

159 
338 
165 

331 

307 
138 

28 

Medicina  y  Farmacia 

31 

Derecho 

27 

Totales 

NOTA. 

662 

576 

86 

La  diferencia  en  contra  del  curso  actual  obedece  á  no  haberse  graduado  de 
Bachiller  más  que  cuarenta  y  ocho  alumnos,  en  todos  los  Institutos  de 
la  Isla. 


M2 

INSTITUTO    DE    LA.    HABANA 


ENSEÑANZA  OFICIAL 

Curso  Preparatorio . .___._.. ...  14 

En  2a  Enseñanza.. _. _. 164 

Total 178 

Escuela  de  Comercio . . — 26 

,,      ,,    Cosmografía  y  Pilotaje 1 

Academia  de  Taquigrafía  y  Escritura  en  Máquina . 71 

Total.... 276 

■ENSEÑANZA.    F1U TABA 

En  el  Colegio  de  Belén. 24 

„          r       San  Meliton 26 

,,           ,,        San  Francisco  de  Paula 15 

,,           ?,       San  Anací e to 9 

Escuelas  Pías  de  Guanabacoa . . 17 

Total 91 

RESUMEN 

Total  matriculados  Enseñanza  Oficial 276 

7J  ,,  „  Privada  . .     •  91 

Suma  total 367 


INSTITUTO    DE    MATANZAS 


ENSEÑANZA,,  OFICIAL,   ,, 

Curso  Preparatorio. — $ 

Segunda  Enseñanza. . . . .       97 

Total. . 10& 

Escuela  de  Agrimensura 12: 

Total  matriculados  en  Enseñanza  Oficial. __..,.. ....  1J7 

Matriculados  para  asistir  en  calidad  de  oyentes  á  las  clases  del¡: 

Curso  Preparatorio 27 

Segunda  Enseñanza 30 

Escuela  de  Agrimensura 3 

Total  matriculados  como  oyentes..       60 

Matriculados  en  clases  especiales  con  las  inscripciones  que  se  expresan 

en  el  siguiente  cuadro 569 
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RESUMEN 

Matriculados  en  Enseñanza  Oficial 1 17 

?,             como  oyentes 60 

,,             en  clases  especiales- 569 

Suma  total 746 

NOTA: 

Be  esta  suma  total  hay  que  deducir  cuarenta  alumnos  que  á  la  vez  se  han 
matriculado  en  Enseñanza  Oficial  ó  como  oyentes  y  en  las  clases  es- 
peciales por  lo  que  el  total  de  alumnos  matriculados  en  este  Instituto 
es  de  706. 


INSTITUTO    DE    PXNAK    DEL    EIO 


ENSEÑANZA   OFICIAL 

Curso  Preparatorio _ 12 

Segunda  Enseñanza 48 


Total. 1 ....... . 60 

Escuela  de  Agrimensura 37 


Total  Matriculados 97 


NOTAS: 


Ia — No  tiene  Colegios  incorporados. 

2a — Qnedan  por  matricular  cinco  alumnos  de  los  nueve  últimamente  auto- 
rizados por  Yd. 


INSTITUTO    DE    SANTA    CLAEA 


ENSEÑANZA  OFICIAL 

Curso  Preparatorio _' 25 

Segunda  Enseñanza ■---.- 55 


Total... 80 

ENSEÑANZA  PRIVABA 
En  Colegios  incorporados 19 

ItESIJME  Uí 

Total  matriculados  en  Enseñanza  Oficial 80 

„  „  „  Privada ]9 


Suma  total 99 
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INSTITUTO    DE    PUEKTO    PKINCIPE 

ENSEÑANZA  OFICIAL 

Curso  Preparatorio 21 

Segunda  Enseñanza 51 

Total 72 

Escuela  de  Agrimensura 10 

Total 82 

No  tiene  Colegios  incorporados. 


INSTITUTO    DE    SANTIAGO    DE    CUBA 

ENSEÑANZA  OFICIAL 

Curso  Preparatorio 30 

Segunda  Enseñanza "  -  -  121 

Total . .  151 

Escuela  de  Agrimensura, 20 

Total 171 

ENSEÑANZA  FBIVADA 

En  el  Colegio  "El  Porvenir"  de  Manzanillo 6 


Total  matriculados  en  Enseñanza  Oficial 171 

„  ,,  „  Privada... 6 

Suma  total. 177 
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<JlJADRO    DE    LOS    ALUMNOS  MATRICULADOS    EN    LOS  COLEGIOS 
INCORPORADOS   A   LOS    INSTITUTOS  DE   LA   ISLA 


INSTITUTOS 

i 

'5     Ce 

•«i,   ^ 

■i  i 

'Si 

J 

1 

^  -2 

o 

ce   $g 

o 

O 

Habana 

26 

26 

15 

37 

17 
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Matanzas 

.-■O) 

..(2) 

Pinar  del  Río 

Santa  Clara 

19 

J9 

Puerto  Príncipe 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

■-  (2) 

6 

6 

Total... 

19 

26 

26 

15 

17 

17 

6 

116 

(1)  Ninguno  de  los  Directores  délos  Colegios  incorporados  á  este 
Instituto  ha  remitido,  hasta  la  fecha,  el  número  de  los  alumnos  matri- 
culados. 

(2)  No  tienen  Colegios  incorporados. 


SECEETAEIA  DE  INSTRUCCIÓN  PUBLICA. 


SECCIÓN  DE  ESTADÍSTICA 


CUADRO  DEMOSTRATIVO  DE  LOS  ALUMNOS  MATRICULADOS  EN 
LA  ENSEÑANZA  OFICIAL,  EN  TODOS  LOS  INSTITUTOS  DE  LA 
ISLA,  CON  ESPECIFICACIÓN  DE  ESTUDIOS,  PARA  EL  AÑO 
ACADÉMICO   DE   1901    A    1902. 


SEGUNDA  ENSEÑANZA 

o3 

.i 

12 

37 

.2 

a 
26 

g*a 
^  g 

"a  *c 
71 

•2 
So 

a 

s? 

INSTITUTOS 

03 

§3 

-Es 

Ea3 

h-3 
5-* 

a 

o 

£  o 
a  ,.ga, 

se; 

Habana 

14 

8 

]2 
25 
21 
30 

164 
97 
48 
55 
51 

121 

178 

105 

60 

80 

72 

151 

1 

276 

Matanzas 

1J7 

Pinar  del  Río 

97 

Santa  Clara 
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Puerto  Príncipe 

Santiago  de  Cuba 
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Total 

110 

536 

646 

79 

26 

71 

1 

823 
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CU  ABE  O  DE  ALUMNOS  MATRICULADOS,  EN  LA  ESCUELA  DE  PIN- 
TURA Y  ESCULTURA  PARA  EL  CURSO  ACADÉMICO  DE  1 901 
A  1902. 

ESTUDIOS  ELEMENTALES 

Alumnas ; 3  80 

Alumnos _ 238 

Total 418  418 

ESTUDIOS  SUFEBIOBES 

Alumnas - . - 34 

Alumnos . 29 

Total.... 63  63 

Total  de  alumnos 481 


CUADRO  COMPRENSIVO  DEL  NUMERO  DE  ALUMNOS  MATRICULA- 
DOS EN  LA  ESCUELA  DE  ARTES  Y  OFICIOS  PARA  EL  CURSO 
DE   1901   A    1902. 

Enseñanza  de  día ... . 269 

Id.         de  noche 102 

Total..... 371 
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APÉNDICE  L. 


Cuadros  expresivos  de  los  Ingresos  producidos  durante  el 
Curso  Académico  de  4900  a  4901  en  la  Universidad  de 
la  Habana  por  los  conceptos  de  matrículas,  asistencia  á- 
cursos  experimentales,  derechos  de  exámenes  y  grado. 

FACULTAD  DE  LETRAS  Y  CIENCIAS 


ESCUELA  DE  LETRAS  Y  FILOSOFÍA 

Matrículas $  30.00 

Derechos  de  exámenes,  alumnos 

de  enseñanza  privada ,,  50.00 

Derechos  de  Grado „  235.00$        315.00 

ESCUELA  DE  CIENCIAS 

Matrículas $  335.00 

Cursos  experimentales ,,  1 5  00 

Derechos  de  Grado .,  30.00  $        380.00» 


ESCUELA  DE  PEDAGOGÍA 

Matrículas $  1,089.25 

Derechos  de   exámenes  de  alum- 
nos de  enseñanza  privada  .....   ,,  '  75.00 
Derechos  de  Grado... ,,  25.00$      1,189.25 

ESCUELA  DE  INGENIEROS,  ELECTRICISTA 
Y  ARQUITECTOS 

Matrículas $  2,306.50 

Cursos  experimentales -   ,,  263.00 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alum- 
nos de  enseñanza  privada. ... .   ,,  200  00 

Derechos  de  Grado „  175,00 

Derechos  de  incorporación  de  tí- 
tulos extranjeros .-   ,,  35.00$      2,979.50 

ESCUELA   DE   AGRONOMÍA 

Matrículas.... $  265.00 

Cursos  experimentales.... „  27.00$        292  00$     5,155.75 

Sumas  d  la  vuelta $      5;155.75 
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Sumas  de  la  vuelta $     5,155.75 

FACULTAD  DE  MEDICINA  Y  FARMACIA 


ESCUELA  DE  MEDICINA 

Matrículas $  12,961.00 

Cursos  experimentales „  1,305.00 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  ense- 
ñanza privada ,,  75.00 

Derechos  de  Grado „  1,090.00 

Derechos  de  incorporación  de  tí- 
tulos extranjeros „  245.00  $    15.676.00 

ESCUELA  DE  FARMACIA 

Matrículas $  3,525.00 

Cursos  experimentales ,,  372.00 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alumnos 

de  enseñanza  privada „  75  00 

Derechos  de  Grado „  585.00 

Derechos  de  incorporación  de  tí- 
tulos extranjeros „  35  00  $     4,592.00 

ESCUELA  DE  CIRUJIA  DENTAL 

Matrículas.   .._ $  345.00 

Cursos  experimentales „  36.00$        381.00$   20,649.00 


FACULTAD  DE  DERECHO 


ESCUELA  DE  DERECHO  CIVIL 

Matrículas. „.  $  8,707.00 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alumnos 

de  enseñanza  privada ,,  275.00 

Derechos  de  Grado „ '  345.00  $      9,327.00 


ESCUELA  DE  DERECHO  PUBLICO 

Matrículas ..  $  240  00 

Derechos  de  Grado „  100  00  $        340.00 

ESCUELA  DEL  NOTARIADO 

Matrículas $  60.00$     9,727.00 

Total.... $   35,531.75 
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RESUMED 

Matrículas .- $  29,863.75 

Cursos  experimentales ,,    2,018.00 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alumnos  de  enseñanza  privada ,,        750.00 

Derechos  de  Grado : „    2,585.00 

Derechos  de  inscripción  de  títulos  extranjeros ,,        312.00 

Total $  35,531.75 


CUADROS  EXPRESIVOS  DE  LOS  INGRESOS  PRODUCIDOS  DURANTE 
EL  CURSO  ACADÉMICO  DE  1900  A  190Í  EN  LOS  INSTITUTOS  DE 
SEGUNDA  ENSEÑANZA  Y  ESCUELAS  ANEXAS  POR  LOS  CONCEP- 
TOS DE  MATRICULA,  ASISTENCIA  A  CURSOS  EXPERIMENTALES, 
DERECHOS  DE  EXÁMENES  Y  DE  GRADO. 

INSTITUTO   DE   LA    HABANA 

Matrículas - $  3'64?-50 

Cursos  experimentales 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alumnos  de  Enseñanza  Libre 

Idem,  idem,  idem  privados  (Colegios) — 

Matrícula  de  la  Escuela  de  Comercio 

Matrícula  de  la  Escuela  de  Náutica 

Derochos  de  grado  de  Bachiller 

Derechos  de  grado  de  Profesor  Mercantil . . 


117.00 

820.00 

1,930.00 

160.00 

15.00 
150.00 

10.00 


Total . $  6,849.50 

INSTITUTO  DE  PINAB  DEL  BIO 

Matrículas. $  1 ,350  00 

Cursos  experimentales 


39.00» 


Total $  1,389.00 

INSTITUTO  DE  MATANZAS 
Matrículas $  1 ,647.50 


Cursos  experimentales. 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alumnos  de  Enseñanza  Libre. 

Matrículas  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrimensura 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alumnos  de  Enseñanza  Libre. 

Derechos  de  grado  de  Bachiller 

Derechos  de  grado  de  Perito  Agrimensor  tasador  tierras. 


90.00 
230.00 
125.00 

60.00 
160.00 
100.00 


Total $  2,412.50 

INSTITUTO  DE  PUERTO  PEINGIPE 

Matrículas $  1,184.00 

Cursos  experimentales * 7?        54.00 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alumnos  de  Enseñanza  Libre ,,      100.00 

Matrículas  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrimensura -  -  ,,      4b7.50 

Derechos  de  grado  de  Bachiller ,,        20.00 

Total $  1,845.00 
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INSTITUTO  DE  SANTA  CIABA 

Matrículas $  2,125.50 

-Cursos  experimentales r . . . . ,,        24.00 

Derechos  de  alumnos  de  Enseñanza  privada  (Colegios) ,,      800.00 

Total... ... . $2,949.50 

INSTITUTO  DJE  SANTIAGO  BE  CUBA 

Matrículas $  3,  J  23.00 

Cursos  experimentales . ,,        33.00 

Derechos  exámenes  alumnos  Enseñanza  Libre ,,      190.00 

Matrículas  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrimensura ,      237.50 

Derechos  da  grado  de  Bachiller. —  -  •  -  - >>        36.00 

Derechos  de  grado  de  Agrimensura ,,        10.00 

Total ." $  3,629.50 

RESUMEN 


Matrículas  de  estudios  de  Segunda  Enseñanza.- . .  $  13,077.50 

Cursos  experimentales „  357.00 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alumnos  de  Enseñanza  Libre. . .  -  _ .  ,,  1,340.00 

Idem,  idem,  idem,  Privados  (Colegios;.. . .  .  y. -  -  -  „'    2.730,00 

Matrículas  de  la  Escuela  de  Comercio ...._.. ......  „  160.00 

Matrículas  de  la  Escuela  de  Náutica ...... — ...  „  1 5.00 

Matrículas  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrimensura ,,  850.00 

Derechos  de  exámenes  de  alumnos  de  Enseñanza  Libre „  60.00 

Derechos  de  grado  de  Bachiller ,,  366.00 

Derechos  de  grado  de  Agrimensor  Perito  tasador  de  tierras...  .,  110.00 

Derechos  de  grado  de  Profesor  Mercantil , ,  10.00 

Total $  19,075  30 
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APÉNDICE  M. 

ejercicios   de   Grados  y  Títulos   Universitarios  excedidos 
en  el  Curso  Académico  de  4900  á  4904 . 

FACULTAD  DE  LETRAS  Y  CIENCIAS. 

Escuela  de  Letras  y  Filosofía,  Girados  de   Doctor  conforme   al  Plan 

anterior 4 

Conforme  á  la  Orden  num.  266 7 

Escuela  de  Pedagogía. 1 

Escuela  de  Ciencias,  Grados  de  Doctor  conforme  al  Plan  anterior 2 

Escuela  de  Ingenieros  Electricistas  y  Arquitectos 7 

Por  incorporación  de  títulos  extrangeros 1 

FACULTAD  DE  MEDICINA  Y  FARMACIA. 

Escuela  de  Medicina,  Grados  de  Doctor  conforme  al  Plan  anterior 6 

Grados  de  Doctor  conforme  á  la  Orden  n°  266  40 

Por  incorporación  de  títulos  extranjeros. . .  7 

Escuela  de  Farmacia,  Grados  de  Doctor  conforme  al  Plan  anterior. ..  4 

Conforme  á  la  Orden  266 21 

Por  incorporación  de  títulos  extrangeros. . .  1 

FACULTAD  DE  DERECHO. 

Escuela  de  Derecho  Civil,  Grados  de  Doctor  conforme  al  Plan  anterior.  3 

Conforme  á  la  Orden  num.  266 12 

Escuela  de  Derecho  Público,  Grados  de  Doctor  conforme  á  la  Orden  266.  4 

Total 120 
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APÉNDICE  N. 


Nota  del  Catedrático  de  Antropología  de  la  Escuela  de  Cien- 
cias. 

El  Museo  de  Antropología  de  reciente  creación  comprende  dos  departa- 
mentos: 

I.  El  Museo  propiamente  dicho,  que  contiene 
1?  varios  moldes  de  yeso. 
2?  fotografías. 

3?  piezas  anatómicas,  entre  las  cuales  por  su  interés  y 
valor  científico  deben  citarse  una  colección  valiosa  de  crá- 
neos deformados  de  indios  cubanos. 

4o  una  coleccióu  de  cerebros  de  rasas  diversas. 
5?  objetos  numerosos  de  arqueología  cubana. 

II.  El  Laboratorio,  anexo  al  Museo  y  destinado   á  investigaciones 
antropológicas  contiene: 

1?  todos  los  li  instrumentos  del  viajero  " 
2?  todos  los  "instrumentos  de  laboratorio  " 

L.  MONTANE.. 
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APÉNDICE  O 


fnforme  del  Catedrático  de  Agronomía  y  Zootecnia  de  la  Es- 
cuela  de  Agronomía. 

CAMPO  DE    EXPERIMENTACIÓN    DE  LA  ESCUELA   DE    AGRONOMÍA. 

Cumpliendo  con  la  Orden  2fi6  se  lia  establecido  este  Campo,  que  se  con- 
sidera como  un  gran  auxiliar  de  la  cátedra  "  B  "  de  la  Escuela  de  Agrono- 
mía, Eitotecnia  y  Zootecnia. 

La  escasez  de  recursos,  la  necesidad  de  que  los  alumnos  asistan  á  los 
cursos  que  se  profesan  en  la  Universidad  y  lo  indispensable  de  este  Campo 
de  experiencias  para  la  práctica  de  las  asignaturas,  han  obligado  al  estable- 
cimiento del  mismo,  con  carácter  provisional,  en  el  Jardín  Botánico  de  la 
Universidad. 

Los  trabajos  dieron  comienzo,  por  autorización  de  8  de  Octubre  de  1901, 
empleándose  los  dos  primeros  meses  en  la  preparación  del  terreno  donde 
debían  establecerse  las  experiencias. 

Las  experiencias  emprendidas,  hasta  hoy,  en  el  referido  Campo,  se  refie- 
ren á  los  cultivos  de  la  localidad  y  á  la  reunión  de  variedades  para  sujetar- 
las á  un  estudio  sobre  sus  ventajas  é  inconvenientes  en  cada  especie.  A  la 
fecha  se  hallan  sujetas  á  experiencias: 

Boniatos,  5  variedades;  Yucas,  5  idem;  Malangas,  3  idem;  Cañas,  3  idem, 
indígenas;  10;  idem  extrangeras;  Café,  1  idem  de  Liberia;  Millo,  1  idem; 
Maiz,  1  idem  del  pais;  1  idem  americana;  y  frijoles,  3  variedades. 

Estas  plantas  están  sujetas  á  estudio  bajo  distintos  sistemas  de  cultivo. 

En  el  gabinete  de  Agronomía  se  han  emprendido  estudios  sobre  germi- 
nación: las  plantas  en  experiencias  son:  caña,  yuca,  malanga,  maiz  y  frijo- 
les. También  están  sujetas  estas  plantas  á  cultivo  en  medios  artificiales, 
líquidos  nutritivos,  para  el  estudio  de  alimentación. 

El  gabinete  se  fija,  actualmente,  en  la  caña  de  azúcar  y  el  tabaco. 

Cuenta,  para  completar  el  estudio  de  la  alimentación  de  estas  plantas 
con  cajas  de  vegetación  donde  se  harán,  además,  experiencias  sobre  abonos. 

Él  Campo  de  Experimentación  se  propone  presentar  su  memoria  de  los 
trabajos  realizados  y  los  resultados  obtenidos  en  sus  experiencias. 

Hasta  hoy,  nada  ha  podido  hacerse  en  el  estudio  de  la  zootecnia,  de  ca- 
rácter experimental. 

<  JOSÉ  CADENAS. 
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APÉNDICE  P. 

Catedráticos  de  la  Universidad  é  Instituios  fallecidos  en  e¡ 
ano  de  4904. 

DEL.1  UNIVERSIDAD. 

Dr.  José  Rafael  Montalvo,  Catedrático  Auxiliar  de  la  Es- 
cuela de  Medicina 21  de  Junio. 

Dr.  Nicolás  Heredia,  Profesor  de  la  Cátedra  UA"  de  la  Es- 
cuela de  Letvas  y  Filosofía 12  de  Julio. 

Dr.  Federico  Hortsmann,  Profesor  de  la  Agrupación  num.  1 

de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina .       7deSeptbre. 

DE  INSTITUTOS. 

Manuel  Vilanova,  Profesor  de  la  Escuela  de  Comercio  ane- 
xa al  Instituto  de  la  Habana „ „ 7  de  Abril 

Ledo.  Luis  Garriga  Prieto,  Profesor  de  la  Asignatura  "A" 

del  Instituto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba ,.,..,_,,,.-     10  de  Abril. 

Dr.  Juan  B.  Micheléna,  Profesor  de  la  Asignatura  "G"  del 

Instituto  de  Pinar  del  Río „ - , . .     14  de  Dcbre. 


Catedráticos  que  han  renunciado  a  sus  puestos, 

DE  LA  UNIVERSIDAD. 
Ninguno. 

DE  LOS  INSTITUTOS. 

Pbro.  Ángel  Haza  y  Valdés,  Profesor  de  la  Cátedra  "A" 

del  Curso  Preparatorio  de  Santa  Clara. ,,,...,.,,,,-     15  de  Octfcye, 
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APÉNDICE  0. 

REGLAMENTO 

0É  ^A   JUNTA    DE    INSPECTORES    I>E    LA   UNIVERSIDAD   DE    LA    HABANA* 

Artículo  I. — Corresponde  á  la  Junta  de  Inspectores  de  la  Universidad  de 
la  Habana,  velar  por  el  fomento  y  prosperidad  de  ésta,  y  proponer  al  Go- 
bierno las  medidas  conducentes  á  este  objeto 

Art-  It. — Esta  Junta  se  compondrá  de  once  miembros,  como  se  determina. 
eu  las  Ordenes  números  266  y  278,  de  la  serie  de  J900. 

Tendrá  su  Presidente  y  Secretario,  que  se  elegirán  por  mayoría.  Cada 
tino  de  ellos  tendrá  las  funciones  propias  de  sus  cargos. 

Art.  III. — La  Junta  de  Inspectores  de  la  Universidad,  constituye  un 
cuerpo  consultivo  del  Gobierno  en  todo  cuanto  haga  relación  con  la  ense- 
ñanza Universitaria. 

Art.  IV. — Cuidará,  como  su  primer  deber,  del  estricto  cumplimiento  de 
las  disposiciones  vigentes  sobre  enseñanza. 

A  este  efecto,  podrá  ejercer  una  acción  inspectora  tan  amplia  y  eficaz  co- 
mo la  crea  necesaria;  completamente  libre;  ya  ante  cada  Facultad,  ante  ca- 
da profesor,  cada  Laboratorio,  ó  ya  ante  cada  tribunal  de  exámenes.  De  la 
Secretaria  General,  y  de  la  de  cada  Facultad,  podrá  tomar,  cuanto  dato  es- 
timare necesario  para  sus  funciones.  El  Rector,  los  Decanos  y  los  Profe- 
sores, suministrarán  oficialmente,  los  informes  que  de  ellos  se  demanden. 

Art.  V. — De  las  inspecciones  que  realice  la  Junta  de  Inspectores  de  la 
Universidad,  dará  cuenta  al  Sr.  Secretario  del  ramo,  proponiéndole  lo  que 
estime  para  cada  caso. 

Art.  VI. — Atenderá  con  preferencia  á  cuanto  se  relacione  con  la  eficacia, 
la  bondad  ó  la  utilidad  de  la  enseñanza;  y  asimismo,  á  las  condiciones  de 
aptitud  y  prestigio  de  los  catedráticos  y  del  crédito,  orden  y  respetabilidad 
de  todas  las  Escuelas, 

Art.  VIL — Es  facultad  propia  de  esta  Junta,  el  estudio  é  informe  sobre 
todo  lo  que  se  relacione  con  la  remoción  del  personal  docente, 

Art.  VIII. — -Es  de  su  incumbencia  el  nombramiento  de  tribunales  para 
las  oposiciones,  en  todas  las  Facultades. 

Art.  IX. — Dedicará  especial  atención  al  estudio  de  todo  lo  relacionado 
con  el  fomento,  mejoras,  administración,  etc.  del  fondo  de  matrículas. 

Art.  X. — Llevará  esta  Junta,  nota  oficial  del  escalafón  del  personal  do- 
cente y  administrativo,  informando  sobre  todas  las  dudas,  conflictos,  etc., 
que  se  susciten  ó  que  puedan  tener  lugar  entre  las  Facultades;  asi  como 
cuanto  se  refiera  á  dudas  sobre  asce/isos,  sustituciones,  etc.,  entre  los  cate- 
dráticos, de  acuerdo  con  el  texto  de  las  Leyes  vigentes. 

Art.  XI. — Asimismo  tendrá  la  Junta  voz  informante  en  todo  lo  que  ocu- 
rriere en  materia  propia  de  la  enseñanza,  ó  del  personal  docente,  y  que  no 
estuviere  previsto  por  las  leyes  vigentes. 

Art.  XII. — Los  nombramientos  de  Secretario  General,  de  Ayudantes  fa- 
cultativos y  de  Bibliotecario  de  la  Universidad,  deberán  ser  comunicados  á 
la  Junta  de  Inspectores. 

Art:  XIII. — El  Rector  de  la  Universidad,  deberá  mensualmente,  pasar 
á  la  Junta  de  Inspectores,  nota  relativa  á  las  faltas  de  asistencia  de  los  Pro- 
fesores, á  las  licencias,  sustituciones,  enfermedades,  etc.,  que  éstos  tuvieren 
en  dicho  tiempo.  Asimismo  de  las  variaciones  en  el  servicio  de  ayudantes 
facultativos. 

También  dará  cuenta  de  toda  vacante  del  profesorado. 

Art.  XfV. — La  Junta  de  Inspectores  se  reunirá  por  lo  menos  una  vez  ca- 
da mes,  siendo  suficiente  para  celebrar  sesión,  la  concurrencia  de  cuatro 
vocales. 

Art.  XV. — La  Junta  de   Inspectores,   funcionará  como   dependencia  y 
Cuerpo  consultivo  de  la  Secretaría  de  In  trucción   Pública,   en  el  local  que 
ésta  le  facilite,  y  con  un  empleado  á  las  órdenes  del  Secretario,   para  aten- 
der á  los  servicios  que  á  ella  correspondan,  y  cuidar  de  su  Archivo. 
¡v       Habana,  Septiembre  13  de  1901. 
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AMdióe  fi. 
EXPOSICIÓN    DE    BUFFALO 


Efectos  expuestos  en  el  edificio  de  Cuba  pertenecientes  al 
ramo  de  Instrucción  Pública. 


Clase  160.— Productos  Forestales. 

Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Santa  Clara. 
Colección  de  maderas. 

Clase  170.— Peces. 

Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Matanzas. 
Colección  de  Peces. 

Clase  187.— Minerales. 

Escuelas  Pías  de  Puerto  Príncipe. 

Colección  de  Minerales  de  la  Isla. 
Oxido  de  hierro  magnético  de  gran  tamaño. 
Dos  ejemplares  de  jobo  fósil. 
,  Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Santa  Clara. 
Colección  de  Minerales. 

Clase  506, — Instrucción  Primaria  Elemental. 

Por  la  Comisión  de  las  Escuelas  Públicas. 

1.123  maestros  y  discípulos  de  las  Escuelas  Públicas  de 
Cuba  según  Catálogo. 
Sofía  Pradas,  Puerto  Príncipe 

Planas  y  dibujos  de  niñas. 
Dolores  Larrua,  Puerto  Príncipe 

Dibujos  y  Mapas. 
Carmen  Ánglada,  Puerto  Príncipe 

Dibujos  y  bordados. 
Manuela  Agüero,  Puerto  Príncipe 

Dibujos  y  planas  por  los  niños. 
Junta  de  Educación  de  Sancti  Spíritus 

Un  cojín  bordado. 
Colegio  de  San  Francisco  de  Sales  Habana 

Bordados. 
Colegio  María  Luisa  Dolz  Habana 

Bordados  y  un  cuadro  al  óleo. 
Colegio  "El  Pilar"  Habana 

Bordados. 
Colegio  Amoretti  Habana 

Bordados. 
Colegio  "Santa  Ana"  Habana 

Bordados  y  trabajos  de  caligrafía. 
Colegio  "La  Inmaculada  Concepción"  Habana 

Bordados  y  1  cuadro  de  caligrafía. 
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Clase  fOÍ'.— -Enseñanza  Secundaría. 

Instituto  Provincial  de  Segunda  Enseñanza.  Habana. 

Album  fotográfico  de  sus  Departamentos. 
Instituto  Provincial  de  Segunda  Enseñanza.  Pinar  del  Rio. 

Album  fotográfico  de  sus  Departamentos. 
Instituto  Provincial  de  Segunda  Enseñanza.  Santa  Clara, 

Album  fotográfico  de  sus  Departamentos. 
Instituto  Provincial  de  Segunda  Enseñanza.  Puerto  Príncipe. 

Album  fotográfico  de  sus  Departamentos. 
Instituto  Provincial  de  Segunda  Enseñanza.  Matanzas. 

Album  fotográfico  de  sus  Departamentos. 

Metodología  aplicada  al  Kindergarten. 

Trabajos  del  Kindergarten. 

Trabajos  de  costura  y  cortes  de  vestido. 

Colección  de  Historia  Natural. 

Trabajos  alumnos  de  Agrimensura. 

Cadena  de  majagua. 

Trabajos  de  galvanoplastia. 

Trabajos  de  Sloyd. 
Instituto  Provincial  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Sgo.  de  Cuba. 

Album  fotográfico  de  sus  Departamentos, 

Cuatro  volúmenes  con  temas  de  los  alumnos. 

Clase  508. — Enseñanza  Superior. 

Universidad  de  la  Habana,  por  conducto  de  la  Secretaría  de 
'  Instrucción  pública. 

Album  fotográfico  de  sus  Departamentos. 
Cinco  volúmenes  con  tesis  de  Dres.  en  Medicina. 
Dos  Volúmenes  Dres.  en  Ciencias. 
Un  volumen  tesis  Dres.  en  Farmacia. 
Tres  volúmenes  tesis  Dres.  en  Filosofía  y  Letras. 
Dos  volúmenes  tesis  Dres.  en  Derecho. 
Trabajos  prácticos  discípulos  de  Química  de  la  clase  de 
Ciencia  y  Farmacia  presentados  por  el  profesor  Carlos 
Theyes. 

Clase  509. — Enseñanza  en  Artes. 

Escuela  de  Pintura  y  Escultura  "San  Alejandro". 

Album  fotográfico  de  sus  Departamentos. 
Escuela  de  Artes  y  Oficios  de  la  Habana. 

Fotografías  de  sus  Departamentos. 

Trabajos  prácticos  de  los  alumnos. 

Dibujos  hechos  por  los  alumnos. 

Clase  513. — Libros  y  Periódicos. 

Constantino  Horta— Habana 

Aritmética  Mercantil. 
Gregorio  Ortega — Caibarien 

Gramática  Castellana. 
■Emilio  Ayala — Caibarien 

Analogía  y  Sintaxis. 
Melquíades  González 

Nociones  de  Religión 7  Historia  Sagrada  y  de  España- 
A.  Casado —Habana 

Aritmética  de  Rafael  Casado. 
Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Matanzas 

Relación  catalogada  de  su  material  científico. 

Memoria  de  la  Biblieteca  Pública. 
Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Santa  Clara 

Catálagos  del  mismo. 
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Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Catálogos  del  mismo. 
Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Puerto  Príncipe 

Catálogo  del  mismo. 
Academia  "San  Alejandro" 

Memorias. 
Universidad  de  la  Habana 

Memorias  de  los  años  1899-1900. 
Dr.  L.  A.  Baralt  —Habana 

Métodos  armónicos  para  aprender  el  inglés, 
Dr.  M.  Valdés  Rodríguez— -Habana 

Ensayos  sobre  educación,  El  problema   de  la   educación 
en  Cuba,   La  Escuela  Cubana,  La  Educación  Popular 
en  Cuba,  Elementos  y  ejercicios  de  Aritmética. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Dihigo— Habana 

Sinopsis  de  Gramática  Griega. 
Aurelio  Sandoval— Habana 

Curso  elemental  de  Mecánica. 
Arturo  R.  Díaz — Habana 

Gramática,  Fisiología  y  Lectura. 
J.  M.  Izaguirre 

Elementos  de  Pedagogía. 
G.  López — Habana 

Revista  de  Instrucción  Pública. 
Raimundo  Noriega 

Trabajos  Pedagógicos. 
López  Torres — Habana 

Lectura  y  escritura,  Historia  de  Cuba. 
T.  F.  López— Matanzas 

Gramática  Castellana,  Aritmética,  Cartilla  geográfica  de 
Cuba,  Geografía  y  Aritmética  y  Analogía  Castellana. 
M.  de  la  Guardia— Manzanillo 

El  Pedofilo,  Gramática  Popular,  Manual  de  Ortografía. 
Carlos  Martí— Holguín 

Conferencia  Pedagógica. 
A.  Oms— Holguín 

El  Escolar. 
S*  de  Orue — Alquízar 

Cuba  Agrícola  y  Mercantil. 
J.  I.  Pérez — Sancti  Spíritus 

Greografía  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Conferencias  é  Histo- 
ria de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
Varios  estddiantes — Sancti  Spíritus 

El  Estudiante. 
M.  A.  Díaz — Sancti  Spíritus 

Rudimentos  de  Prosodia  y  Ortografía. 
Y.V.Pérez — Sancti  Spíritus 

Descripción  del  Término  Municipal. 
R.  Echisfing— Sancti  Spíritus 

Datos  geográficos. 
Magdalena  Brito— Sancti  Spíritus 

Conferencia  Pedagógica. 
A.  Rodríguez  Pérez —Habana 

Geografía. 

Clase  542. — Caridad  Pública  y  Corrección. 
Departamento  de  Beneficencia. 

Siete  cuadros  Instituciones  Benéficas. 
Asilo  Correccional  de  niñas — Habana. 

Bordados. 
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Escuela  Correccional  de  Aldecoa. 

Bordados. 
Escuela  Correccional  de  Guanajay. 

Trabajos  de  zapatería  y  herrería. 
Colegio  u  Él  Buen  Pastor" — Habana. 

Bordados. 
Casa  de  Beneficencia  y  Maternidad — Habana. 

Bordados  y  Pinturas. 
Colegio  San  Vicente  de  Paul— Habana. 

Bordados  y  Pinturas. 
Casa  de  Beneficencia  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Bordados. 

LISTA    DE    PREMIOS 


MEDALLA  DE  ORO 

Comisión  de  Escuelas  Públicas  de  Cuba: 

Modelos  de  Escuelas  y  Estadísticas. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Matanzas: 

Trabajos  de  los  alumnos. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Cienfuegos: 

Trabajos  de  los  alumnos. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Sagua  la  Grrande: 

Trabajos  de  los  alumnos. 
Colegio  La  Inmaculada  Coneepción,  Habana: 

Trabajos  de  lápiz,  pluma  y  bordados. 
Universidod  de  la  Habana: 

Memorias  y  Tesis  de  Doctores. 
Escuela  de  Artes  y  Oficios,  Habana.* 

Trabajos  de  los  alumnos. 

MEDALLAS  DE  PLATA 

Distrito  Escolar  de  la  Habana: 

Trabajos  de  los  alumnos. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Santa  Clara: 

Trabajos  de  los  alumnos. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Sancti  Spíritus: 

Trabajos  de  los  alumnos. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Manzanillo: 

Trabajos  de  los  alumnos. 
Colegio  delaSrita,  María  L.  Dolz,  Habana: 

Trabajos  de  las  alumnas. 
Colegio  de  Santa  Eosalía,  Santa  Clara: 

Trabajos  de  escama  y  cuero  por  las  alumnas. 
Escuela  48,  Habana: 

Trabajos  y  bordados  por  las  alumnas: 
Universidad  de  la  Habana: 

Profesor  Carlos  They  es,  Preparaciones  químicas  para  los 
alumnos. 
Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Matanzas. 

Colección  de  Historia  Natural. 
Academia  de  Dibujo  de  A.  Bíllini: 

Dibujos. 
Departamento  de  Beneficeucia: 

Fotografía  de  Hospitales. 
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MEDALLAS  DE  BRONCE 

Comisión  Escolar  Cubana,  Habana: 

Bordados  y  obras  de  malla. 
Colegio  "El  Pilar",  Habana: 

Bordados. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Regla,  Habana: 

Trabajos  de  las  alumnas. 
Escuela  21,  Habana: 

Trabajos  de  las  alumnas. 
Escuela  22,  Habana: 

Trabajos  de  los  alumnos. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Bainoa: 

Trabajos  de  las  alumnao. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  San  Antonio  de  los  Baños,  Habana: 

Trabajos  de  las  alumnas. 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Trinidad,  Santa  Clara: 

Trabajos  de  las  alumnas. 
Aurelio  Sandoval: 

Manual  de  Mecánica. 
Arturo  Díaz,  Habana: 

La  Escuela  Moderna. 
El  Escolar  de  A.  Qms,  Holguín: 

Periódico. 
Escuelas  Pías  de  Puerto  Príncipe: 

Colección  de  Historia  Natural. 
Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Santa  Clara: 

Colección  de  Historia  Natural. 
Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Santa  Clara: 

Maderas  y  Minerales. 
Escuelas  Pías  de  Puerto  Príncipe: 

Hierro  magnético,  jobo  fósil. 
Casa  de  Beneficencia  y  Maternidad,  Habana: 

Bordados  y  trabajos  de  las  alumnas, 
Dr.  Juan  M.  Dihigo,  Habana: 

Sinopsis  de  Gramática  Griega. 
Constantino  Horta,  Habana: 

Libro  de  Educación. 
Instituto  de  Segunda  Enseñanza  de  Matanzas: 

Su  colección  de  trabajos. 
G.  López,  Habana: 

Revista  de  Instrucción  Pública. 
T.  Rodríguez  Pérez,  Habana: 

Elementos  de  Geografía. 
Escuela  San  Francisco  de  Sales: 

Bordados  y  trabajos  de  discípulos. 
Escuela  de  San  Vicente  de  Paul: 

Trabajos  de  discípulos, 
Distrito  Escolar  de  Candelaria: 

Trabajos  de  discípulos. 
A.  López  Carres,  Habana: 

Historia  de  Cuba. 
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KEPORT  OF  THE   COMMISSIONER  OF 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


To  the  Military  Governor  of  the  Island  of  Cuba 

and  the  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  School  Law  of  the  Island  requires  that  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Schools  shall  annually  report  to  the  Secretary  of  Public 
Instruction  such  information  as  he  may  deem  valuable  with 
reference  to  the  public  schools  of  the  Island ,  and  to  make  such 
special  reports  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  either  the  Military 
Governor  or  the  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction. 

In  compliance  with  this  requirement,  the  second  volume  of 
the  first  annual  report  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Cuba  is  herewith 
respectfully  submitted. 

Public  Primary  Instruction  in  Cuba  under 
the  Spanish  Rule. 

First  notices. — In  Cuba,  as  well  as  in  Spain  and  in  other 
countries,  the  Government  paid  more  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment of  higher  education  (Enseñanza  Superior),  whilst s  it 
completely  disregarded  primary  instruction.  Thus  it  is  that  we 
find,  searching  musty  records,  that  as  far  back  as  the  year  1728, 
when  the  colony  scarcely  had  a  population  of  150,000  inhabitants, 
there  existed  in  Havana  a  University  known  under  the  name  of 
Universidad  Real  y  Pontificia  de  la  Habana,  for  the  study  of 
sciences,  law,  etc.,  and  that  it  was  not  until  the  year  1793  that 
efforts  were  made  to  develop  and  systematize  public  primary 
instruction. 

Before  the  date  last  mentioned,  there  were  in  Cuba  no  other 
institutions  of  learning,  besides  the  University,  than  the 
Seminaries  and  Convents,  in  which  were  studied  Latin,  philoso- 
phy, theology  and  certain  elementary  branches;  the  college 
of    San    Francisco  de    Sales,     in  which    a    small     number     of 


female  children  received  instruction;  a  primary  school  under  the 
charge  of  a  religious  Association  known  as  the  Padres  Belemi- 
tas  attended  by  200  children;  and  several  private  schools, 
established  at  will,  which  charged  for  the  tuition  of  the  pupils 
attending  them,  rates  varying  from  4  to  16  reales  a  month.  The 
instruction  given  in  these  private  schools,  which  were  very  often 
conducted  by  colored  teachers,  was,  as  may  well  be  imagined, 
exceedingly  poor.  In  the  school  under  the  care  of  the  Padres 
Beleinitas  already  mentioned,  which  was  from  all  records  the 
best,  the  pupils  were  taught  reading,  writing,  principles  of 
arithmetic  and  of  religion,  and  nothing  else.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  at  this  time  only  one  teacher,  of  negro  extraction, 
taught  Spanish  grammar  and  orthography  in  his  school. 

University  training. — With  no  other  training  and  no  more 
learning  than  that  gotten  in  the  schools  just  mentioned,  was 
admission  gained  to  the  University,  where  diplomas  were  given 
almost  for  the  asking;  and  so  it  came  to  pass  that  the  number  of 
persons  possessing  University  degrees  was  exceedingly  great  at 
a  time  when  the  schools  were  attended  by  about  1,500  children. 
To  quote  from  a  noted  Cuban  writer:  "The  Island  was  flooded 
with  priests,  physicians  and  lawyers,  but  the  mass  of  the  people 
could  not  read.77 

Establishment  of  the  u Ileal  Sociedad  Económica." — Such  was  the 
state  of  affairs  at  the  termination  of  the  eighteenth  century,  when 
the  Government  of  the  Island  was  entrusted  to  General  Luis  de 
las  Casas,  who  did  much  to  better  and  further  public  education. 
Almost  entirely  to  his  exertions  was  due  the  creation,  in  the  year 
1793,  of  the  Association  known  as  the  Peal  Sociedad  Económi- 
ca, the  date  of  whose  establishment  marks  an  entirely  new  era 
in  the  educational  history  of  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

Number  of  Schools  in  1793. — The  first  step  taken  by  the  Sociedad 
was  to  ascertain  the  exact  conditions  of  the  schools  then  in 
existence,  so  as  to  be  able  to  adopt  a  practical  and  useful  plan  of 
action.  It  was  found  then  that  in  the  City  of  Havana  there 
were  39  schools  attended  by  about  1,700  children  of   both   sexes. 

We  have  no  data  regarding  the  number  of  schools  then  existing 
in  the  rest  of  the  Island,  but  if  such  was  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Havana,  the  most  important  city  in  the  Colony  and  the  seat  of 
the  Government,  it  is  but  fair  to  presume  that  the  remaining 
cities  were  in  almost  complete  educational  darkness. 

Benefactors  of  the  Country. — We  have  seen  then,  that  during 
well  nigh  three  centuries  neither  the  Government  nor  any  official 
corporations  took  it  upon  themselves  to  establish  and  support  a 


single  primary  school  for  the  education  of  the  poor.  Fortunately, 
there  existed,  during  this  period  of  gloom,  a  few  charitable 
persons,  whose  names  and  deeds  on  behalf  of  public  education 
should  be  remembered  with  gratitude.  The  school  of  the  Padre* 
Belemitas,  already  mentioned,  Avas  founded  with  money  bequeath- 
ed for  the  purpose  by  Don  Juan  Francisco  Carvallo,  a  resident  of 
Havana,  who  had  already,  in  his  lifetime,  constructed  part  of 
the  convent  in  which  the  school  was  afterwards  established. 
Several  hundreds  of  destitute  children  here  received  instruction 
who,  had  it  not  been  for  Carvallo7 s  munificence  and  philanthropy, 
would  have  remained  as  ignorant  as  their  parents. 

Don  Francisco  Paradas,  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  who  died  during 
the  last  half  of  the  sixteenth  century,  ordered  in  his  will  that 
with  the  product  of  the  properties  he  possessed,  which  were 
extremely  valuable,  instruction  should  be  given  in  Bayamo  to 
poor  children,  in  the  branches  of  religion  and  Latin.  Juan  Con- 
yedo,  born  in  Remedios  in  the  year  1687  and  who  became  in  due 
time  a  priest,  spent  all  his  lifetime  teaching  children  in  the  town 
of  Santa  Clara,  which  was  founded  in  his  days.  The  same  is 
true  of  Don  Mariano  A  costa,  a  native  of  Bayamo,  also  a  priest. 
"The  house  of  this  clergyman,77  touchingly  remarks  one  of 
Cuba's  most  illustrious  sons,  "was  always  a  free  school,  open 
alike  to  rich  and  poor,  and  I  shall  never  forget  that  it  wTas  there 
I  learned  reading  and  Latin.77 

Efforts  made  by  the  "Sociedad." — The  Heal  Sociedad  Económica, 
immediately  after  its  constitution,  established  two  free  schools 
of  both  sexes,  and  strove  all  it  could  to  have  their  number  still 
increased.  Some  heed  was  paid  by  the  Government  to  its  efforts 
in  this  direction  and  in  the  year  1794  the  Sociedad  was  directed 
by  Boyal  Decree  to  confer  with  the  Ayuntamiento  and  with  the 
Bishop  of  Havana,  so  as  to  obtain  the  necessary  funds.  The 
Ayuntamiento  responded  willingly,  but  every  effort  to  secure 
like  results  from  the  Bishop,  failed,  because  he  considered  the 
number  of  schools  then  existing  in  the  city  quite  sufficient.  The 
Bishop's  name  was  Don  Felipe  José  de  Tres  Palacios,  and  he 
had  a  yearly  income  of  several  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

First  Girls'  School  established. — Some  time  later,  in  the  year  1803, 
the  first  primary  school  for  girls  worthy  of  the  name  was  estab- 
lished by  nuns  known  by  the  name  of  Ursulinas,  from  which 
school  some  benefit  was  derived. 

School  situation  in  1816.— The  Sociedad  was  not  dismayed,  but 
continued  its  labors  with  commendable  zeal.  In  order  to  render 
its   action    more  prompt  and  efficacious  the  Sociedad  constituted 


from  among  its  members  a  Sección  ele  Educación  to  which 
was  intrusted  the  furtherance  of  the  labors  on  behalf  of  public 
education,  and  on  which  the  Government  delegated  its  powers 
and  authority  over  the  *  schools,  and  we  find  that  in  the  year 
1816  the  schools  in  Havana  were  attended  by  3,407  children  of 
both  sexes,  divided  as  follows: 

White.      Colored.       Total. 


Boys 1,871  241        2,112 

Girls 883  412         1,295 


Total 2,754  (>53        3,407 

The  establishment  of  this  Sección,  which  achieved  very  good 
work,  was  due  to  a  Spaniard,  Don  Alejandro  Ramirez,  the 
Intendente  de  Hacienda,  who  was  its  first  President.  His  name 
is  gratefully  remembered,  as  well  as  that  of  General  Las 
Casas,  Bishop  Espada  and  others,  as  having  been  that  of  a 
benefactor  of  this  country. 

First  General  School  (Jenms. — One  of  the  first  steps  agreed 
upon  by  the  Sección  de  Educación:  was  the  taking  of  a  general 
Census,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  schools  established,  and  that 
of  the  children  attending  them,  it  being  the  only  one  of  which 
we  have  been  able  to  find  any  notice.  The  data  thus  obtained 
could  not,  of  course,  be  accurate,  but  the  results  are  given,  as 
they  are  interesting.  The  Census  was  completed  in  the  year 
1817,  and  it  was  found  that  there  existed  in  the  Island  120 
schools,  attended  by  about  5,500  children,  of  which  1,000  were 
colored.  The  Island  had  then  a  population  of  a  little  beyond 
half  a  million  inhabitants,  so  that  but  about  one  child  per  every 
100  inhabitants  was  then  receiving  any  instruction. 

School  situation  in  18S6. — This  situation  was  very  unsatisfactoiy, 
and  the  Sección  de  Educación  made  use  of  all  its  influence 
and  resources  so  as  to  obtain  the  means  of  bettering  it.  The 
Government  and  private  individuals  were  requested  to  contribute 
to  this  patriotic  work.  The  condition,  at  the  time,  of  the  Me- 
tropolis was  unsettled  and  abnormal,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
year  1830  that  the  Sociedad  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  annual 
grant  from  the  public  funds,  amounting  to  $8,000.00;  with  which 
sum  and  that  obtained  from  private  sources,  it  was  able  to  create 
a  small  number  of  free  primary  schools.  Thanks  to  its  unceas- 
ing efforts,  in   the  year    1 830  we    find  that   there  existed  in  the 


Island  222  schools,  attended  by  9,082  children  of  both  sexes,  640 
of  them  colored.  Of  this  number,  5,325  children,  4,812  white 
and  513  colored,  paid  for  their  tuition  and  the  remainder  was 
educated  free,  due  in  great  part  to  the  charity  of  the  teachers 
themselves,  who,  for  no  consideration  whatever,  instructed  1,134 
children,  of  which,  number  99  were  colored.  The  Sociedad  paid 
for  the  instruction  of  540  children,  all  white,  and  that  of  2,083 
was  paid  for  with  municipal  funds  and  money  derived  from  pri- 
vate sources. 

The  yearly  revenues  of  the  island,  about  this  time,  amounted 
to  more  than  $1 1,000,000.00,  judging  from  the  fact  that,  according 
to  the  Report  presented  to  the  Government  of  Spain  in  the  year 
1850  by  the  Count  of  Mirasol,  the  revenues  for  the  period 
comprised  between  the  years  1826  and  1848,  amounted  to 
$246,479,443.00. 

Work  achieved  by  the  u  Sección. JJ — The  Sección  de  Educación  con- 
tinued its  patriotic  endeavors.  It  introduced  new  methods  of 
teaching  in  the  schools  under  its  care,  selected  the  text  books  that 
were  to  be  used  in  them  and  appointed  school  inspectors  from 
among  its  members,  which  positions  were  not  salaried.  It  regu- 
lated, to  a  certain  extent,  the  appointment  of  teachers,  examined 
those  persons  who  were  desirous  of  filling  these  positions  and 
added  the  branches  of  Spanish  Grammar  and  of  Geography  to 
the  course  of  studies,  if  we  may  so  name  it. 

Enactment  of  the  first  School  Law.— The  Sección  conceived  the 
idea  of  formulating  a  general  plan  of  public  instruction,  but 
then  the  Government  thought  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
including  Public  Instruction  among  the  departments  under  its 
care  and  control,  and  decreed,  in  the  year  1842,  a  Law  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  which  Law 
was  not,  however,  enforced  until  the  next  year.  On  account  of 
this  statute  the  Sección  de  Educación  of  the  Real  Sociedad  Eco- 
wmica  ceased  in  its  official  functions  after  having  rendered, 
as  has  been  stated,  though  rather  hastily,  in  the  preceding  pages, 
great,  valuable  and  devoted  services  to  the  country. 

Synopsis  of  the  Law. — By  the  Law  of  the  year  1843  public 
instruction  was  divided  systematically  in  primary,  secondary  and 
higher  education,  each  one  of  which  branches  had  its  corresponding 
regulations.  Its  administration  and  control  were  entrusted  to  a 
Corporation  which  it  created  under  the  name  of  Inspección  de  Es- 
tudios, which  was  to  be  composed  of  twelve  persons  of  well-known 
competency  and  of  recognized  interest  in  educational  matters. 
This  Corporation  was  subject  to  the  Governor.  General. 


School  situation  in  1847. — This  Law  introduced. a  radical  change 
in  the  administration  of  public  schools,  which  had,  heretofore, 
been  independently  managed  by  a  private  Corporation.  They  were 
now  placed  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Government,  a 
measure  which  any  one  would  think  would  have  secured  im- 
mediate good  results,  but  such  was  not  the  case.  With  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  Sección  de  Educación,  disappeared  also  the 
enthusiasm  of  many  private  persons  who  were  intimately  con- 
nected with  it  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  statistics  for  the  year 
1847  were  not  very  flattering.  In  this  year,  there  were  in  the 
Island  286  schools,  attended  by  11,033  children,  of  which  7,351 
paid  for  their  tuition  and  that  of  the  remainder  was  paid  for 
from  public  funds,  at  a  cost  of  about  $47,000.00,  of  which,  how- 
ever, nearly  $6,000.00  were  derived  from  private  sources  and 
over  $9,000.00  were  furnished  by  the  Ayuntamientos. 

School  situation  in  1851.— -Four  years  afterwards,  however,  new 
school  statistics  were  taken,  which  showed  that  the  schools  in 
the  Island  had  increased  to  the  number  of  378,  with  an  attend- 
ance of  12,936  children;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  a  greater 
number  of  children  were  now  receiving  free  instruction,  because 
the  amount  ($43,090.00)  expended  this  year  for  this  purpose 
from  public  funds  was  smaller  than  that  spent  in  1847.  The 
population  of  the  Island  at  this  time  was  about  one  million 
inhabitants,  so  that,  approximately,  only  one  child  for  every  70 
inhabitants  was  then  receiving  instruction,  by  no  means  a  flat- 
tering statement.  Just  for  the  sake  of  comparison  it  is  mentioned 
here  that  the  number  of  soldiers  in  the  Island  at  the  time  was 
19,994. 

General  Concha  appointed  Governor  General. — Fortunately  for 
the  school  interests  of  the  Island,  in  the  year  1850  General  José 
Gutiérrez  de  la  Concha,  afterwards  the  Marquis  of  Havana,  was 
appointed  Governor  General  of  the  Island,  which  high  position 
he  held  until  the  year  1852,  and  again  from  the  years  1855 
to  1859. 

In  a  communication  which  this  ruler  addressed  to  his  Gov- 
ernment on  March  15th,  1851,  he  dwelt  at  length  on  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Island  as  regarded  public  instruction.  After  setting 
forth  statistical  data  in  proof  of  his  statements  he  writes  as  fol- 
lows: í ' Your  Excellency  knows  but  too  well,  and  does  not  re- 
quire my  proving  this  to  him:  that  the  school  statistics  of  very 
few  civilized  countries  show  such  poor  and  saddening  results  as 
those  of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  And  such  a  situation  is  the  more  to 
be  deplored,  inasmuch  as  public  instruction  is  extremely  flourish- 


lng  in  the  neighboring  States   of  the  American  Union,,  a  circum- 
stance from  which  very  unfavorable  comparisons  may  be  drawn 
which  might  exercise  a  damaging  influence   on  the  minds  of  the. 
inhabitants  of  this  colony. ' ' 

General  Concha's  Projects.— The  statistical  data  to  which  Gen- 
eral Concha  referred  in  the  communication  above  mentioned  was 
that  already  given  as  belonging  to  the  year  1847.  He  laid 
great  stress  on  the  very  small  amount  of  money  allotted  for 
public  instruction  and  urged  that  some  means  be  devised,  such 
as  special  taxes  on  the  lottery,  on  the  ice  which  was  imported 
free  of  duty,  on  public  balls,  and  on  bull  and  cock  fights;  and 
that  the  product  of  these  taxes  should  be  devoted  in  giving 
impetus  to  public  primary  instruction. 

He  further  recommended  that  the  Ayuntamientos  be  charged 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  schools,  uas  the  most  reasonable 
and  efficacious  means  of  freeing  public  primary  instruction  from 
its  present  lamentable  situation, " 

Organization  established  by  Concha  in  1855. — General  Concha 
was  substituted  in  1852  by  General  Valentín  Cañedo,  but  as  has 
been  before  stated,  again,  in  1855,  took  charge  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Island,  which  high  position  he  held  for  four  years, 
during  which  be  greatly  bettered  the  situation.  It  was  his  ' 
special  aim  to  further  public  instruction  as  far  as  possible  and  to 
establish  the  schools  on  more  solid  foundations.  As  has  been 
already  seen,  he  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  .Ayuntamientos 
should  be  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  the  schools,  but  he 
understood  that  in  order  to  carry  this  plan  into  effect,  it  was 
necessary  to  organize  the  municipal  administration,  which  he 
did,  and  then  ordered  the  Ayuntamientos  to  include  in  their 
budgets,  as  an  obligatory  expense,  the  amounts  necessary  for 
the  support  of  their  public  schools.   „ 

School  situation  in  I860.- — The  results  of  this  measure  were  good. 
It  stimulated  a  healthy  rivalry  between  some  Municipalities, 
wherefore,  in  the  year  1860,  there  were  in  the  Island  285  muni- 
cipal, and  179  private  schools,  attended  all  by  17,519  children, 
the  instruction  of  10,251  of  which  was  paid  for  by  the  Ayunta- 
mientos at  an  annual  cost  of  about  $180,000.00. 

Establishment  of  a  Normal  ScliooL  Its  Course  of  Stud ic*. — Under 
the  administration  of  General  Concha,  in  the  year  1857,  was 
established  the  Normal  School  at  Guanabacoa,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  religious  denomination.  The  salaries  of  the  instructors 
were  to  be  paid  by  the  Government.  The  course  of  studies  was 
for  twTo  years   and,  as  modified  in   the  year  1863.   comprised  the 
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following  branches:  u Religion  and  Morals;  Reading  and  Writ- 
ing; Spanish  Grammar  and  Elements  of  Latin  Grammar;  Ele- 
ments of  Literature  and  Ehetoric;  Arithmetic;  Linear  Drawing 
and  its  most  common  applications,  comprising  a  few  notions  of 
Geometry;  General  Geography;  Geography  of  Spain  and  of 
Cuba;  General  History;  History  of  Spain  and  of  the  Island; 
Elements  of  Agriculture;  Methods  of  Teaching;  Algebra;  Ele- 
mentary Ideas  regarding  the  Natural  Sciences;  Technology;  and 
Book-keeping."  This  Normal  School  turned  out  about  18 
teachers  yearly,  and  was  closed  in  the  year  1868. 

School  situation  in  1868. — In  the  year  1863,  a  special  Commis- 
sion appointed  by  the  Governor  General  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  number  of  schools  in  existence  reported  that 
there  were  in  the  Island  577  schools  attended  by  21,283  children. 
We  find  that  greater  amounts  were  now  being  expended  on 
behalf  of  primary  instruction,  but  only  by  the  Ayuntamientos, 
not  by  the  State,  which  did  not  devote  a  single  peso  for  this 
purpose.  The  allotments  made  by  the  State  in  the  year  1862 
were  as  follows: 

For  the  Department  of  Justice $        847,523.37 

'    „      ,,  ,,  ,,  Public  Works...  980,467.52 

„      ,,  ,,  ,,  Government 2,098,062.50 

„      ,,  ,,  ,,  the  Navy 3,637,904.45 

„      ,,  „  „  War 7,779,032.66 

,,      ,,  „       ■     „  Finance 10,279,938.76 

Total $  25,622,929.26 

Besides  these  sums  there  were  sent  to  the  Island  of  Fernando 
Poo  $343,573.00  and  to  the  Peninsula  $3,495,770.00,  which  sums, 
added  to  the  preceding  ones,  made  the  budget  for  the  year  1862 
amount  to  $29,462,272.26. 

Besides  these,  there  were  spent  from  Island  funds,  between  the 
years  1.861  and  1862,  the  sum  of  $2,333,210.45  in  the  reincor- 
poration of  Santo  Domingo,  and  that  of  $2,560,955.59  in  the 
expedition  to  Mexico.  It  is  indeed  astonishing  that  with  such  a 
large  revenue  not  a  single  cent  should  have  been  spent  in  such 
an  important  branch  as  that  of  public  primary  instruction. 

Enactment  of  another  School  Law.  A  Synopsis  of  it. — In  the  year 
1863,  the  Marquis  of  Havana  being  Minister  for  the  Colonies 
(Ministro  de  Ultramar),  was  promulgated  a  general  Law  of  Public 
Instruction  which  departed  widely  from  that  of  1843,  hitherto  in 
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force.  Some  of  the  prescriptions  of  the  new  Law,  inasmuch  as  it 
referred  to  primary  instruction,  were  based  on  the  following 
general  rules:  That  schools  may  be  either  public  or  private,  the 
Government  being  in  charge  of  the  first  and  having  the  right  to 
regulate  the  latter.  That  primary  instruction  may  be  obtained  in 
public  or  private  schools  or  in  private  houses.  That  public  schools 
are  those  which  are  supported  wholly,  or  in  part,  with  public 
funds  or  with  money  bequeathed  for  the  purpose;  the  teachers 
of  which  schools  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Government 
or  its  delegates.  That  private  schools  are  those  supported  and 
directed  by  private  persons,  societies  or  corporations.  That  the 
expenses  of  the  public  schools  be  defrayed  by:  the  incomes  which 
they  may  have;  the  amounts  that  they  should  receive  from 
the  Ayuntamientos;  the  fees  paid  by  certain  of  the  pupils  at- 
tending them.  That  primary  instruction  is  obligatory  for  every 
white  child  between  the  ages  of  six  and  nine  years  of  age,  and  that 
a  fine  of  $2.50  might  be  imposed  on  the  father  or  guardian  of  such 
child  if  the  latter  should  fail,  without  cause,  to  attend  school. 
That  the  Ayuntamientos  should  include  in  their  yearly  estimates,  as 
an  obligatory  expense,  the  amounts  that  may  be  considered  neces- 
sary for  the  maintenance  of  their  schools;  and  that  in  the  general 
budget  of  the  Island  there  should  be  included,  annually,  the 
sum  of  $10,000.00  to  help  those  towns  which  might  not  be  able  to 
support  their  schools.  That  Normal  Schools  for  both  men  and 
women  be  established,  in  which  they  may  receive  the  instruction 
and  practice  necessary  to  teach  in  the  public  schools.  That  a 
teacher's  diploma  could  not  be  obtained  unless  the  applicant 
had  studied  during  two  or  three  years  at  one  of  such  Normal 
Schools.  That  a  system  of  inspection  should  be  established,  etc. ,  etc. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  state  that  the  greater  portion  of 
the  preceding  provisions  were  always  a  dead  letter. 

Course  of  Studies  according  to  the  Law  of 1863. — The  course  of  studies 
for  the  primary  schools,  comprised  the  following  branches: 
Catechism  and  Notions  of  Sacred  History;  Beading;  Writing; 
Elements  of  Spanish  Grammar  with  exercises  in  Orthography; 
Elements  of  Arithmetic,  including  the  legal  system  of  Measures, 
Weights  and  Coins;  and,  according  to  the  localities,  short  notions 
of  either  Agriculture,  Industry  or  Commerce. 

School  situation  in  1867. — In  the  year  1867,  four  years  after  the 
enactment  of  the  Law  under  consideration,  the  situation  of 
primary  instruction  was  that  shown  in  the  following  table: 
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Number. 

Number 
of  teachers  and 

assistants. 

Children 
in  attendance. 

Cost. 

Public  Schools.. 
Private  Schools 

418 
294 

752 
532 

18.278 
9.502 

$      596,922.00 
540,700.00 

Total 

712 

1,284 

27,780 

$  1,137,622.00 

The  State  furnished  $29,000.00  of  the  amount  spent  in  the 
public  schools;  the  expenses  of  the  private  schools  were,  of  course, 
all  defrayed  by  the  families  of  the  children  attending  them. 

Outbreak  of  a  Revolution. — In  the  year  1868,  as  is  well  known, 
broke  out  the  Revolution  which  lasted  for  10  years,  and  on  this 
account  it  is  hardly  possible  to  give  any  data  on  public  instruc- 
tion pertaining  to  this  period. 

Enactment  of  a  third  School  Law. — The  Law  of  Public  Instruction 
enacted  in  the  year  1863,  was  substituted  in  the  year  1880  by 
another  which  was  the  one  in  force  when  the  Military  Occupa- 
tion of  the  Island  by  the  United  States  Government  began,  of 
which  Law  the  following  synopsis  is  given: 

Course  of  Studies. — This  SchoolLaw  contained  the  following  pro- 
visions bearing  on  primary  instruction :  That  the  Course  of  Studies 
should  comprise  the  following  branches:  Christian  Doctrine  and 
Notions  of  Sacred  History;  Writing;  Reading;  Elements  of  Spanish 
Grammar  with  exercises  in  Orthography;  Elements  of  Arithmetic, 
including  the  legal  system  of  Measures,  Weights  and  Coins;  Short 
Notions  of  Agriculture,  Industry  or  Commerce,  according  to  the 
localities.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Governor  General  to  see  that  the 
priests  of  the  different  localities  gave,  at  least  once  a  week,  les- 
sons in  Christian  Doctrine  to  the  children  attending  the  primary 
schools. 

Attendance.—  That  primary  instruction,  is  obligatory  for  every 
white  child  between  the  ages  of  six  and  nine  years  of  age,  and 
that  a  fine  varying  from  two  to  twenty  reales  might  be  imposed 
on  the  parents  or  guardians  of  such  children,  if  the  latter  should 
fail,  without  reason,  to  attend  school. 

Fees. — That  public  school  teachers  might  receive,  besides  their 
salaries,  the  fees  paid  for  the  tuition  of  their  children  by  those 
parents  able  to  pay  said  fees,  which  were  fixed  by  the  Local 
Boards  of  Public  Instruction.  That  primary  instruction  would 
be  given  gratis  in  the  public  schools  to  the  children  whose 
parents  or  guardians  should  not  be  able  to  pay  for  their  tuition, 
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provided  that  such  parents  or  guardians  exhibited  a  certificate 
to  that  effect  signed  by  the  priest  of  the  locality,  and  countersigned 
by  the  local  administrative  authority. 

Teachers1  Certificates. — In  order  to  obtain  a  diploma  of  Primary 
School  Teacher,  the  applicant  was  required  to  have  studied  the 
following  branches:  Catechism;  Elements  of  Sacred  History; 
Beading;  Penmanship;  Spanish  Grammar  with  practical  exer- 
cises in  Composition;  Arithmetic;  Elements  of  Geometry;  Linear 
Drawing  and  Mensuration;  Elements  of  Geography;  History  of 
Spain;  Notions  of  Agriculture;  Methods  and  Practice  in  Teaching. 

Text  Booh. — The  text  books  to  be  used  in  the  schools  were  to 
be  determined  by  the  Governor  General,  once  every  three  years. 

Public  Schools. — Definition. — Hoiv  Supported. — Public  Primary 
Schools  were  defined  as  being  those  schools  maintained  wholly  or 
in  part  with  public  funds,  or  with  money  bequeathed  for  •  the 
purpose.  Such  schools  were  to  be  under  the  care  of  the  respec- 
tive Ayuntamientos,  which  should  include  in  their  yearly  budgets, 
as  an  obligatory  expense,  the  sums  necessary  for  their  support, 
taking  into  consideration  the  incomes  which  such  schools  might 
possess.  The  Government  was  to  include  annually  in  its  general 
budget  for  the  Island  at  least  the  sum  of  $10,000.00  to  help 
those  towns  which  had  not  the  means  of  supporting  their  schools. 
This  money  was  to  be  distributed  by  the  Governor  General  after 
hearing  the  opinion  of  the  High  Board  of  Public  Instruction 
(Junta  Superior  de  Instrucción  Pública). 

About  the  Establishment  of  Schools. — That  in  every  town  of  500 
inhabitants,  there  should  be  established  a  public  primary  school 
for  boys,  and  another  of  those  called  incomplete  for  girls. 

On  Private  Schools. — That  private  schools  are  those  established 
and  supported  with  private  funds. 

That  every  Spaniard  had  authority  to  establish  private  schools, 
in  accordance  with  existing  laws;  the  teachers  of  these  schools 
being  free  to  conduct  them  as  they  might  see  fit,  but  the  Gov- 
ernment reserved  to  itself  the  right  of  inspecting  these  schools 
so  as  to  ascertain  if  the  pupils  attending  them  were  being  proper- 
ly instructed  in  religion,  and  to  pass  upon  the  hygienic  condi- 
tions of  the  buildings  in  which  such  private  schools  might  be  es- 
tablished. 

Requirements  necessary  to  be  able  to  fill  teachers1  positions. — in 
order  to  be  appointed  a  teacher,  the  applicant  must  be  a  native 
born  Spaniard,  and  have  a  reputation  of  good  conduct  both  from 
a  religious  and  a  moral  point  of  view.  Sickly  or  infirm  persons, 
the  Law  prescribed,  should  not  fill  these  positions. 
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Appointment  and  Dismissed  of  Teachers. — The  appointments  of 
teachers  for  the  public  schools  were  to  be  made  by  the  Governor 
General  or  his  delegates. 

!NTo  teacher  could  be  dismissed  except  by  virtue  of  judicial 
sentence,  which  should  disqualify  him  for  the  position,  or  by 
virtue  of  an  expediente  instituted  by  administrative  authority 
in  which  it  should  be  proven  that  he  does  not  fulfill  his  duties, 
that  he  teaches  pernicious  doctrines  to  his  pupils  or  that  he  is 
immoral.  A  teacher  could,  for  the  same  reasons,  be  suspended 
by  the  Governor  General. 

General  Provisions. — A  teacher  could  not  at  the  same  time  fill 
any  other  public  salaried  position,  and  no  public  school  teacher 
should  be  allowed  to  teach  in  a  private  school,  nor  in  a  private 
home  without  express  permission  from  the  Governor  General. 

Administrative  Bodies. — The  Governor  General,-  as  Delegate  of 
the  Minister  for  the  Colonies,  held  supreme  authority  on  school 
matters  and  was  ex-officio  President  of  the  High  Board  of  Public 
Instruction  (Junta  Superior  de  Instrucción  Publica),  which,  was 
composed  of  thirteen  members  appointed  by  the  Government  of 
Spain  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor  General  of  the 
Island.  This  Board  was  to  be  consulted:  on  the  approval  of  text 
books;  on  the  creation  or  suppression  of  schools;  on  the  dismissal 
of  teachers;  and  on  the  framing  of  Regulations  for  the  better 
fulfillment  of  the  Law.  There  were,  besides,  Provincial  Boards 
of  Public  Instruction  and  Municipal  Boards  of  Primary  Instruc- 
tion, which  were  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  Civil  Governor 
of  the  respective  Province. 

Normal  Schools. — There  was  to  be  one  Normal  School  in  the 
capital  of  each  Province  for  the  training  of  school  teachers. 

School  situation  in  189S. — The  following  table  made  up  from 
Spanish,  official  sources  shows  the  school  situation  of  the  Island 
in  the  year  1893,  a  little  over  one  year  before  the  outbreak  of 
the  Revolutionary  struggle  of  the  year  1895. 
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PROVINCE. 


Pinar  del  Río 

Havana 

Matanzas 

Santa  Clara 

Puerto  Principe.. 
Santiago  de  Cuba 

Total... 


¿2 

O  o 

So 

,T¡  CO 

O 

O 

150 

4,335 

2,954 

1,381 

213 

9,428 

5,315 

4,113 

150 

5,652 

3,442 

2,210 

214 

8,089 

4,694 

3,395 

41 

1,744 

982 

762 

130 

5,911 

3,450 

2,461 

898 

35,159 

20,837 

14,322 

$  88,687.50 
217,222.28 
133,014.90 
150,644.00 
34,144.60 
106,876.10 


730,589.38 


h  <D  Q) 


26 
346 
117 
141 

38 
120 


718 
12,956 
4,416 
4,608 

923 
3,575 


410 
5,766 
2,235 
2,279 

391 
1,392 


7,190 

2,180 

2,329 

532 

2,183 


Summary  of  Progress  made  during  the  Year. 

General  condition  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, — Tlie  school  year 
1900-1901  lias  been  marked  by  great  progress  in  every  branch  of 
the  administration  of  the  public  schools  of  the  Island.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  period  there  were  employed  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba  a  few  more  than  three  thousand  teachers.  The  best  possible 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  them.  Still,  they  in  many  in- 
stances had  their  schools  in  the  worst  of  houses  and  were  poorly 
supplied  with  furniture,  books  and  other  material,  and  the 
supervision  of  their  schools  by  Boards  of  Education  was  greatly 
neglected.  In  many  of  them  the  attendance  was  poor.  The 
methods  of  instruction  employed  by  the  teachers  were  often  very 
bad.  Many  of  these  three  thousand  teachers  had  had  but  five  or 
six  months'  experience  in  teaching  and  but  little  intelligent  as- 
sistance in  their  work. 

Technical  Instruction. — The  previous  school  year  had  been 
devoted  almost  entirely  to  the  organization,  of  schools,  the 
employment  of  teachers,  the  renting  of  necessary  houses,  the 
shipment  of  the  necessary  school  furniture,  the  making  of 
benches,  etc.  Very  little  time  had  been  devoted  to  the  technical 
instruction  of  the  teachers  and  the   superintendence   of  the  work 


The  data  contained  in  this  Sketch  has  been  obtained  from  the  following  publications: 
Papeles  Postumos  de  José  Antonio  Saco;  Cuba  desde  1850  á  1873,  by  Carlos  Sedaño  y  Cruzat; 
Apuntes  para  La  Historia  de  las  Letras,  by  José  Antonio  Bachiller  y  Morales;  the  Annual  lie- 
port  of  the  University  of  Havana,  for  the  year  1893,  from  which  the  above  table  has  been 
taken;  and,  especially,  from  a  book  entitled  La  Instrucción  Pública  en  la  Isla  de  Cuba, 
written  by  Don  Pedro  de  Agüero  and  published  in  the  year  1867. 
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done  in  the  schoolroom.  In  the  summer  of  1900,  with  the  in- 
troduction of  the  present  School  Law,  provision,  was  made  for  the 
Board  of  Superintendents,  one  for  each  Province,  with  the  idea 
of  finding  out  and  correcting  in  the  present  school  year  the 
numerous  mistakes  previously  made. 

Technical  Supervision. — Up  to  September,  1900,  the  public 
schools  of  the  Island  had  had  practically  no  technical  supervision. 
They  had  been  frequently  inspected,  however,  by  inspectors  of 
the  office  of  the  Military  Governor,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  attendance,  sanitary  conditions  of  the  school 
buildings,  necessities  of  the  school,  etc.  There  had  been  no  in- 
spection whatever  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  abuses  arising 
from  the  faulty  character  of  the  instruction  given  by  teachers. 
At  that  time  it  was  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  find  all  the  pupils 
of  a  class  room  studying  aloud  at  the  same  time.  It  was  not  until 
the  beginning  of  the  school  y^ear  1900-1901,  when  the  Provincial 
Superintendents  were  appointed,  that  these  evils  began  to  be 
corrected. 

Enrollment  and  Attendance. — Improvement  in  the  public  schools 
of  Cuba  has  been  very  rapid,  partly  because  there  has  been  great 
opportunity  for  such  improvement.  But  the  improvement  of  the 
past  year  greatly  exceeds  that  of  any  other  period  of  equal 
length  since  the  creation  of  the  present  school  system.  Approxi- 
mately", 254,000  different  children  have  been  enrolled  in  the 
public  schools  during  the' past  nine  months,  and  the  enrollment 
of  any  one  month  has  reached,  approximately,  180,000, 
of  which  number  135,000  have  been  regularly  in  at- 
tendance. The  entire  population  of  the  Island  is  about 
one  million  ñve  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  so  that 
about  one  eleventh  of  this  number  is  now  regularly  at- 
tending the  public  schools.  The  number  of  illiterate  Cubans 
over  ten  years  of  age  by  the  Census  of  1899  was  690,565,  out 
of  a  total  population  over  ten  years  of  age  of  1,215,810,  or 
57  c/o  illiterate.  This  cannot  long  continue  if  one  eleventh 
of  the  entire  population  remains  regularly  in  the  public  schools. 
Of  this  great  number  of  children  by  far  the  majority  are  between 
the  ages  of  six  and  fourteen  years.  So  it  will  be  some  years 
before  the  actual  benefit  of  the  public  school  system  is  felt  in  the 
Island.  The  number  of  schools  has  been  added  to  by  several 
hundred  and  the  enrollment  and  average  attendance  have 
constantly  increased,  until  they  now  compare  very  favorably 
with  those  of  much  older  systems  in  much  more  densely  populated 
countries  of  the  United  States.     The  hasty  and  very  faulty  loca- 


17 

tions  made  of  the  schools  when  they  were  first  established  has 
been  largely  corrected,  so  that  now  there  are  to  be  found  within 
a  short  distance  of  any  school  sufficient  children  to  furnish  it 
with  a  large  attendance. 

Efficiency  of  Boards  of  Education. — The  Boards  of  Education 
are  becoming  better  acquainted  with  their  powers  and  duties  as 
such,  and  the  nature  of  the  administration  in  the  various  districts 
has  improved  greatly  and  is  steadily  improving.  Every  day  the 
public  schools  demand  greater  respect  of  all  citizens  from  the 
highest  to  the  humblest  and  in  many  ways  there  is  shown  a 
keener  interest  in  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  greater 
appreciation  of  their  true  value.  What  little  prejudice  there  ex- 
isted is  gradually  being  broken  down  as  the  value  of  the  new 
institution  is  more  fully  appreciated.  The  number  of  private 
schools  is  steadily  decreasing.  The  better  ones  still  remain  and 
there  will  be  work  for  them  for  many  years  to  come,  but  the 
little  private  schools  with  antiquated  methods  cannot  long 
continue  to  exist. 

School  Houses  and  School  Supplies. — The  school  houses  have  been 
greatly  improved  by  the  careful  process  of  the  elimination  of 
poor  buildings  and  selection  of  other  better  ones  as  opportunity 
presented  itself.  Most  of  the  schools  have  been  well  supplied 
with  modern  school  furniture  and  the  remainder  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  comfortable  home  made  desks.  All  of  the  schools  are 
supplied  with  an  abundance  of  school  books  and  school  material, 
all  thoroughly  modern  and  selected  with  the  greatest  of  care. 
Many  State  buildings  have  been  repaired  and  converted  into 
modern  school  buildings.  In  other  places  new  school  buildings 
have  been  constructed  as  strictly  hygienic  and  suitable  as  pos- 
sible with  the  limited  amount  of  money  that  could  be  used  for 
the  purpose. 

Examination  of  Teachers. — The  long  vexed  question  of  examina- 
tion of  teachers  has  finally  been  settled  and  every  teacher  in 
the  public  schools  for  the  school  term  of  1901-1902  will  be  re- 
quired to  possess  a  regularly  issued  teacher7  s  certificate.  During 
the  summer  vacation,  Summer  Normal  Schools  were  organized 
in  every  province  of  the  Island  and  were  attended  by  more  than 
4,000  teachers  for  a  term  of  six  weeks.  One  hundred  carefully 
selected  teachers  were  sent  to  the  Summer  Normal  School  of  the 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Schools  represented  at  the  Buffalo  Exposition.— A.  school  exhibit 
was  prepared  for  the  Buffalo  Exposition.  This  was  the  first  ex- 
hibit of  the  sort   ever   prepared  in  the  Island  of   Cuba,  and  the 
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many  medals  that  were  received  are  sufficient   evidence  of  its 
success. 

Cuban  Students  at  New  Faltz  State  Normal  School.- — The  possibility 
of  organizing  Normal  Schools  in  the  Island  was  carefully 
considered  and  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  attempt  the 
organization  of  such  schools  at  the  present  time,  but  instead, 
arrangements  were  made  with  the  New  Paltz  State  Normal 
School,  New  Paltz,  N.  Y. ,  to  receive  a  number  of  teachers  for 
a  course  of  two  years7  training,  and  sixty  Cuban  young  ladies 
are  now  in  attendance  at  that  School. 

Course  of  Studies.— -The  Board  of  Superintendents,  at  their 
March  meeting,  prepared  a  Course  of  Studies  for  the  public 
schools  of  the  Island  which  will  be  introduced  at  the  beginning 
of  the  school  year  1901-1902,  and  all  the  schools  of  the  Island  will 
be  graded  under  the  same  system  at  that  time. 

Nature  of  the  Improvement.— -The  year  has  been  marked  with  im- 
provement along  all  lines,  but  has  been  not  only  a  period  of  work 
and  improvement  but  one  of  planning  and  arrangements  for  the 
years  to  come,  and  the  effects  of  the  work  of  the  school  year 
1900-1901  will  be  felt  throughout  the  school  system  of  the  Island 
for  many  years  in  the  future. 

The  School  Law. 

The  School  Law  a  Democratic  Order. — In  the  first  volume  of  this 
report  the  present  School  Law  was  fully  explained,  as  well  as  the 
steps  that  were  taken  to  enforce  it,  and  that  information  will 
not  be  repeated  here.  The  School  Law  is  the  most  democratic 
Order  that  has  been  published  during  the  Military  Occupation 
of  the  Island  of  Cuba.  It  places  the  control  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  Island  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  different 
local  Boards  of  Education,  only  leaving  to  the  higher  offices  the 
supervision  of  the  work  that  is  done  by  the  lower,  and  such 
other  authority  and  control  as  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  facts 
that  all  expenditures  of  the  public  schools  are  paid  from  the 
Island  Treasury,  and  that  the  grading  and  instruction  throughout 
the  Island  should  be  uniform. 

Complaints  against  the  School  law. — At  the  polls,  the  father  of  the 
child  elects  the  representative  that  is  to  arrange  for  the  future 
education  of  that  child.  Nevertheless  it  is  peculiar  that  the  very 
fact  that  this  Order  is  so  democratic  is  the  source  of  most  of  the 
complaints  against  it.  A  Board  of  Education,  ignorantly  or 
knoAvingly,  exceeds  its  authority  or  imposes   on   some  individual 
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Fiioaginary  0T  actual  hardships  or  injustice,  and  immediately  the., 
^¿¿mplaints  begin  to  arrive  in  the  offices   of  the  Island  Superin- 
tendent, the   Commissioner  of  Public   Schools,  the  Secretary  of 
|puWic  Instruction,  and   even  in  that  of  the   Military   Governor. 
labile  it  has   always   been   the  object  of  this   office  to  secure 
*  justice  to  those  to  whom  it  is  due,  yet  it  has  always  attempted 
^to  do  so  along  lines  laid   down  in  the  Law.     If  the  Law  is  but 
¿  justly  enforced  it  is  a   surer  process  in  the  end,  though  as  a  rule 
too  slow  to  satisfy  the  impatience  of  the  person  who  feels  him- 
;  self  wronged,  and  in   the   intemperance  that  follows  the  act  of 
real  or  imaginary  injustice   that  has  been  done  him,  he  cries  out 
against  the  Law  and  demands  more  summary  action.     Excepting 
the  most  imperative  cases,  where  it  has  been  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  follow  an  administrative  rather  than  a  judicial  proceed- 
ing,   these   demands   have    been    refused    and    the    proceeding 
prescribed  in  the  Law  has  been  followed. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  first  elections  for  Boards  of 
Education  the  electors  did  not,  in  every  instance,  fully  understand 
the  seriousness  of  the  task  entrusted  to  them.  Reasoning  from 
the  experience  of  a  lifetime  of  arbitrary  rule,  they  knew  that  the 
easiest  source  of  correction  for  unjust  acts  was  to  be  found  in  the 
office  of  the  Military  Governor,  and  it  was  to  him  that  they 
expected  to  appeal  in  case  the  decisions  of  Üm  Board  of  Education 
did  not  please  them.  Looking  at  the  matter  in  this  way  it 
mattered  little  to  them  who  formed  the  Board  of  Education.  I 
believe  that  it  is  now  more  clearly  understood  that  if  there  is  to 
be  an  honest  and  impartial  administration  of  the  schools  of  any 
district,  the  voters  in  that  district  must  elect  fair-minded  men 
for  the  Board  of  Education. 

Experience  has  shown  School  Law  to  he  Founded  on  a  Sound  Principie. 
It  has  been  stated  by  some  that  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  the 
enforcement  of  a  law  which  placed  the  correction  of  evil  admin- 
istration  so  completely  in  the  hands  of  the  people;  but  far  from 
proving  this  to  be  true,  every  additional  month's  experience 
under  the  present  School  Law  demonstrates  more  clearly  that  the 
people  are  able  to  protect  their  rights,  if  they  but  feel  that  this 
duty  devolves  upon  them.  With  longer  experience  there  is  a 
more  perfect  understanding  of  the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  of 
every  citizen,  from  the  most  humble  to  the  most  powerful, 
toward  the  improvement  of  the  public  school  system, 

;The  abuses  of  the  Law  have  been  few,  although  at  the  first 
glance  it  would  appear  that  there  had  been  many;  but  this  is  due 
to;the  fact  that  from  a  janitor,  who  may  have  been  very  properly  ; 
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dismissed,  to  the  most  serious  abuse  that  may  occur,  all  complain, 
and  in  a  small  country  like  Cuba,  all  complaints  are  brought  to 
public  attention. 

With  more  than  a  year's  trial  of  the  School  Law  it  is  more 
evident  in  every  respect  that  the  principle  of  local  control  of  the 
schools  with  a  central  administration  and  technical  supervision 
should  be  preserved.  Local  interest  and  pride  can  be  stimulated 
in  no  other  way. 

Modifications  Introduced  in  the  School  Law. — In  some  minor  par- 
ticulars, as  suggested  in  the  first  volume  of  this  report,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  modify  the  Law,  and  the  necessity  for 
making  these  minor  modifications  will  continue  to  appear  from 
time  to  time. 

Early  in  the  month  of  April,  this  office  recommended  to  the 
Military  Governor  a  radical  modification  of  paragraph  76,  which 
recommendation  was  approved  and  the  paragraph  was  modified 
accordingly.  The  following  is  paragraph  76  as  it  originally  read: 

Each  Board  of  Education  shall  have  the  management  and 
control  of  the  public  schools  of  the  district,  except  as  otherwise 
provided  for  Boards  of  Education  in  the  City  Districts,  with  full 
power  to  appoint  principals,  teachers,  janitors  and  other  em- 
ployees, and  fix  their  salaries  or  pay,  provided,  such  salaries  for 
teachers  do  not  exceed  per  month  the  following:  in  Havana 
seventy-five  dollars  ($75);  in  the  capitals  of  Provinces  and  in 
Cárdenas  and  Cienfuegos,  sixty  dollars  ($60);  in  all  other  Muni- 
cipalities, fifty  dollars  ($50);  except  for  all  teachers  in  schools 
with  an  average  attendance  of  less  than  thirty  pupils,  in  which 
case  the  salary  shall  not  exceed  thirty  dollars  ($30);  and  any 
person  serving  as  a  regular  teacher  of  a  school,  and  also  having 
the  supervision  of  not  less  than  two  other  schools,  shall  be  rated 
as  a  principal  on  the  rolls  and  receive  the  additional  sum  of  ten 
dollars  ($10)  per  month.  Such  salaries  or  pay  may  be  increased, 
but  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the  term  for  which  the 
appointment  is  made;  but  no  person  shall  be  appointed  for  a 
longer  time  than  one  year,  and  the  Board  of  Education  may 
dismiss  any  appointee  for  neglect  of  duty,  immorality  or  improper 
conduct,  and  shall  state  to  such  appointee,  in  writing,  the  reason 
therefor.  "Women  only  shall  be  employed  in  schools  for  girls; 
either  women  or  men  may  be  employed  in  schools  for  boys.  For 
similar  services  women  and  men  shall  at  all  times  receive  equal 
pay. 

As  modified  it  reads  as  follows: 

Each  Board  of  Education  shall  have  the  management  and  control 
of  the  public  schools  of  its  district  and,  except  as  otherwise  provid- 
ed for  Boards  of  Education  in  City  Districts  of  the  First  Class,  shall 
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ha, ve  full  power  to  appoint  principals,  teachers,  janitors  and  other 
employees  and  fix  their  salary  or  pay,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  provided  such  salaries  for  teachers  do 
not  exceed  per  month  the  following:  in  Havana  $75.00;  in  the  other 
capitals  of  provinces  and  in  Cárdenas  and  Cienfuegos,  $60.00; 
in  all  other  districts,  $50.00;  but  no  salary  shall  be  less  than 
$30.00  per  month.  Boards  of  Education  may  fix  any  salary 
between  these  limits,  which,  in  their  judgment,  is  appropriate; 
and  any  person  serving  as  a  regular  teacher  in  a  schoolroom 
and  also  having  the  supervision  of  not  less  than  two  other 
schoolrooms  shall  be  rated  as  a  principal  and  shall  receive  an 
additional  sum,  which  shall  not  exceed  $25.00  per  month  in  the 
City  District  of  Havana,  $15.00  per  month  in  the  other  City 
Districts  of  the  First  and  Second  Class,  and  $10.00  per  month  in 
all  Municipal  Districts.  Contracts  for  teachers7  services  for  any 
school  year  should  be  made  before  August  31st  of  the  preceding 
year,  and  on  or  before  that  date  a  complete  list  of  the  teachers 
employed  and  their  corresponding  salaries  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  for  his  approval.  Such 
salaries  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the  term  for  which  the 
appointment  is  made.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  teacher  for 
a  longer  period  than  one  year,  and  any  Board  of  Education  may, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  Order  No.  109,  c.  s.,  from  these 
Headquarters,  dismiss  any  appointee  of  such  Board  for  neglect 
of  duty,  immorality,  or  improper  conduct,  and  shall  state  to  such 
appointee  in  writing  the  reason  therefor.  The  Commissioner  of 
Public  Schools  may,  for  the  same  reasons,  suspend  or  dismiss 
any  appointee  of  any  Board  of  Education,  and  may  also,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Military  Governor,  dismiss  any  such  ap- 
pointee when  it  becomes  necessary  for  economy  in  the  public 
service.  Boards  of  Education  shall  contract  with  teachers  to 
teach  in  a  particular  school  or  in  a  particular  aula  of  a  particular 
school  and  no  teacher  shall  be  changed  from  this  school  to 
another,  or  from  this  aula  to  another,  against  his  wishes.  Women 
only  shall  be  employed  in  schools  for  girls  as  teachers  and 
janitors;  either  women  or  men  may  be  employed  in  schools  for 
boys,  or  mixed  schools,  but  it  is  preferable  that  women  should  be 
employed  in  the  latter;  for  similar  services,  women  and  men 
shall  at  all  times  receive  equal  pay. 

Reasons  for  such  a  Modification.— A  comparison  of  these  para- 
graphs shows  an  increase  in  the  maximum  salary  that  may  be 
paid  to  teachers,  so  that  the  salaries  now  vary  between  the 
maximum  and  minimum  limits  of  $100.00  and  $30.00  respectively; 
it  also  provides  that  a  teacher  should  be  employed  to  teach  in  a 
particular  schoolroom  in  a  particular  school.  The  greatest 
change,  however,  is  that  of  omitting  in  the  paragraph  all  refer- 
ence to  the  average  daily  attendance  of  pupils  in  any  school- 
room as  the  means  of  determining  the  salary  which  should  be 
paid  to  the  corresponding  teacher.     In  practice  it  was  found  that 
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this  provision  of  the  old  paragraph  76  gave  most  pernicious  results. 
To  grade  the  salary  of  the  teacher  in  accordance  with  the  average 
daily  attendance  of  pupils  in  that  teacher7 s  schoolroom  was, 
to  say  the  least,  placing  a  premium  on  a  false  statement,  and 
while  it  is  hoped  that  no  such  results  were  ever  really  had  from 
the  enforcement  of  the  paragraph,  it  was  certainly  unwise  to 
continue  to  leave  this  temptation  before  the  teachers  of  the 
Island.  Besides,  the  principle  was  in  every  respect  a  faulty 
one.  Teachers  should  as  a  rule  be  paid  according  to  the  value 
of  their  services,  and  the  teacher  with  an  average  daily  attend- 
ance of  twenty  may  be  far  better  and  more  worthy  of  the  maxi- 
mum salary  than  the  teacher  with  an  average  daily  attendance 
of  fifty.  The  old  system  was  not  just  to  the  Board  of  Education, 
nor  was  it  just  to  the  teacher,  and  with  the  adoption  of  the  new- 
paragraph,  this  perfectly  arbitrary  method  of  determining 
teachers'  salaries  has  been  replaced  by  a  method  which  will  give 
to  the  teacher  a  salary  according  to  his  abilities.  This  places  more 
power  for  good  or  for  evil  in  the  hands  of  Boards  of  Education, 
and  unfortunately  some  have  used  it  as  power  to  do  evil;  but 
more  will  be   said  of  this  in  another  part  of  this  report. 

Order  Governing  the  Examinations  Modified. — In  Civil  Order  NO. 
1.27  were  published,  not  only  the  changes  just  noted,  but  also  a 
modification  of  Civil  Order  No.,  474,  series  of  1900,  providing  the 
rules  governing  the  examinations  of  applicants  for  certificates  to 
teach  in  the  public  schools.  The  last  mentioned  Order,  tried  in 
the  examinations  held  in  February,  1901,  was  found  to  contain 
certain  defects,  and  it  was  necessary  to  modifiy  it  before  the 
examinations  to  be  held  in  the  summer  of  1901. 

Reasons  for  such  a  Modification. — By  the  School  Law  the  exami- 
nation of  teachers  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
intendents and  the  above  mentioned  Order  definitely  determined 
the  method  of  proceeding  to  the  most  minute  details,  and  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  found  in  the  practical  application  of 
the  plan  that  they  were  so  restricted  in  their  action  as  to  be  unable 
to  sufficiently  accommodate  themselves  to  circumstances.  In 
recommending  the  modification  of  the  original  plan  it  was  pro- 
posed to  definitely  fix  certain  powers  and  duties,  but  to  leave  the 
details,  which  are  constantly  changing,  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  of  Superintendents.  The  Order  w,as  published  as  recom- 
mended and  prescribes  the  subject  of  examinations,  the  grades 
of  certificates  to  be  given,  the  way  in  which  Boards  of  Examiners 
should  be  appointed  and  organized,  the  most  important  points 
governing  their  proceedings,   the  procedure   in   cases   of   protest 
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against  the  decisions  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners,  and  secrecy  in 
the  examinations;  and  it  further  provides  that  the  Board  of 
Superintendents  is  authorized  to  dictate  necessary  rules  and 
instructions,  to  decide  cases  of  doubt  and  to  adopt  all  the  neces- 
sary and  proper  measures  to  enforce  the  Order.  The  working  of 
this  plan  will  be  explained  in  another  part  of  this  report. 

Necessity  for  Introducing  other  Changes  in  the  School  Law.  Reasons. — 
The  necessity  for  certain  other  changes  in  the  Law  is  becoming 
quite  apparent. 

The  present  division  of  City  Districts  of  the  First  and  Second 
Class  should  be  changed,  leaving  Havana  the  only  City  District 
of  the  First  Class,  and  making  Santiago,  Matanzas,  Cienfuegos 
and  Puerto  Principe,  City  Districts  of  the  Second  Class,  and 
changing  the  organization  of  their  Boards  of  Education  accord- 
ingly* Now  that  the  schools  in  these  last  mentioned  City  Dis- 
tricts have  been  properly  organized,  the  best  obtainable  houses 
have  been  secured,  furniture  has  been  supplied  them  and  their 
wants  in  other  respects  attended  to,  the  necessity  for  the  School 
Director  of  the  City  District  of  the  First  Class  has  disappeared. 
None  of  these  cities  is  so  great  that  the  necessary  work  connect- 
ed with  the  proper  conducting  of  the  schools  may  not  be  easily 
done  in  future  by  individual  members  of  the  Board  of  Education 
or  by  its  employees.  Havana  should  remain  as  a  City  District 
of  the  First  Class,  under  the  existing  organization,  which  has 
proved  quite  satisfactory.  The  size  of  Havana  and  the  existing 
conditions  make  this  district  and  the  problem  of  school  super- 
vision therein  quite  different  from  any  other. 

At  the  same  time  that  this  change  is  made,  provision  should 
also  be  made  in  the  School  Law  for  the  appointment  of  a  Super- 
intendent of  Instruction  for  each  City  District  of  the  Second 
Class.  The  smallest  of  them  has  a  sufficient  number  of  schools 
to  warrant  the  employment  of  such  a  Superintendent  and  in  the 
largest  this  Superintendent  is  absolutely  necessary. 

An  Order  should  be  Published  Regulating  the  Establishment  of  Private 
Schools. — The  feeling  is  gradually  growing  that  provision  should 
be  made  in  the  School  Law  for  a  more  careful  supervision  of  the 
private  schools  of  the  Island.  The  attitude  of  this  office  towards 
the  private  schools  of  the  Island  will  be  fully  explained  in  an- 
other part  of  this  report. 

Any  legislation  on  this  subject  should  have  as  its  object  the 
protection  of  the  teacher  of  the  private  school,  as  well  as  the 
protection  of  the  community  in  which  the  school  exists.  It 
should  be  such  legislation  as  will  insure  beyond  doubt  the  ability 
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of  the  person  to  teach  before  granting  him  permission  to  open 
a  private  school,  or  to  continue  a  private  school  already  opened, 
and  which  secures  the  teacher  of  such  private  school  in  his  right 
to  conduct  his  school  without  being  unduly  molested,  after  such 
permission  is  given  him.  It  should  furnish  a  legal  means  of 
preventing  the  continuance  of  schools  in  unsanitary  locations, 
and  of  securing  all  the  available  data  with  reference  to  the  at- 
tendance, etc. ,  in  such  school,  and  should  provide  a  system  of 
government  inspection  and  supervision  over  such  schools.  In 
short,  it  should  be  such  legislation  as  will  guarantee  that  every 
private  school  of  good  standing  will  be  protected  and  that  every 
private  school  which  is  a  menace  to  the  healthy  and  intelligent 
development  of  the  child  that  attends  it,  will  be  closed. 

Schools. 

Number  of  Teachers  Employed. — At  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year,  there  were  3,522  teachers  employed  in  the  public 
schools.  At  the  end  of  this  year  there  were  1,901  schools 
authorized,  employing  3,628  teachers;  an  increase  of  106  teachers 
during  the  year.  These  new  schools  were  authorized  only 
after  the  most  careful  inquiry,  not  only  as  to  their  absolute 
necessity,  but  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  particular  district  or  lo- 
cality as  compared  with  others. 

A  number  of  Schools  created  Without  Authority.  Consequent  Annoyance. 
Many  Boards  of  Education  when  first  elected  overestimated  the 
extent  of  their  authority,  and  established  schools  right  and  left 
without  any  reference  to  higher  authority,  and  at  one  time  there 
were  more  than  a  hundred  of  such  unauthorized  schools  in  oper- 
ation. This  was  well  enough  until,  the  time  came  to  "pay  the 
teachers  thus  employed  and  the  incidental  expenses  thus  made, 
when  they  found  that  no  provision  had  been  made  for  them  in 
appropriations.  These  schools  were  promptly  closed  by  orders 
from  this  office,  but  the  resultant  tangle  was  not  entirely 
straightened  out  until  some  months  later.  Most  of  these  Boards 
of  Education  had  acted  in  perfectly  good  faith,  the  schools  had  been 
in  operation  and  had  been  attended  and  eventually  appropriations 
were  secured  to  pay  the  obligations  thus  contracted.  Were 
Boards  of  Education  permitted  to  found  schools  at  their  pleasure , 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  half  the  revenues  of  the  Island  would  not 
defray  the  expenses  of  Public  Instruction. 

Injudicious   Distribution  of  Schools.  — The   almost   entire   lack  of 
direction  during  the   few  months   that   witnessed  the  marvelous 
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growth  in  the  number  of  schools  from  two  or  three  hundred  to 
as  many  thousand  resulted  in  a  most  checkered  distribution  of 
the  schools.  Notice  was  published  to  come  and  get  school s,  that 
there  were  hundreds  and  thousands  to  be  given  away,  and  the 
rush  began.  The  first  to  hear  were  the  ones  that  profited  most, 
while  those  farthest  away  found  the  opportunity  had  passed  ere 
the  news  reached  them. 

As  a  result,  some  districts  had  too  many  schools  and  others 
absolutely  none,  and  in  scarcely  any  of  them  were  they  located 
with  judgment.  Towns  and  villages  were  so  crowded  with 
schools  that  it  was  not  possible  for  the  attendance  to  be  good, 
while  the  country  was  left  with  no  schools  at  all.  This  may  have 
been  due  to  woeful  ignorance,  and  it  may  have  been  due  to 
shameful  partiality.  This  office,  through  the  Provincial  Super- 
intendents, and  its  Special  Inspectors,  labored  during  almost  the 
entire  school  year  to  correct  this  faulty  distribution,  but  with 
only  a  certain  amount  of  success,  due  to  the  difficulty  of  making 
changes  while  the  schools  were  in  operation. 

Redistribution  of  Schools. — During  the  vacation  period,  however, 
the  problem  was  solved  definitely.  When  Boards  of  Education 
were  notified  of  the  number  of  teachers  they  were  authorized  to 
employ  for  the  school  year  1901-1902,  those  districts  which  had 
more  than  their  proportionate  share  of  schools  were  called  upon 
to  give  a  part  of  them  to  those  districts  that  had  too  few,  and 
all  were  admonished  to  study  carefully  the  conditions  of  their 
respective  districts  and  relocate  the  schools  thereof  before  the 
beginning  of  the  next  school  term. 

In  this  redistribution  the  total  number  of  schools  in  any 
province  was  changed  as  little  as  possible.  The  number  in  Pinar 
del  Rio  was  increased  by  twenty- three;  the  number  in  Puerto 
Principe  was  diminished  by  three;  and  the  number  in  the  whole 
Island  was  increased  by  twenty.  The  density  of  population, 
number  of  villages,  and  personal  knowledge  of  the  conditions  in 
the  greater  part  of  the  Island  were  the  guides  in  making  these 
changes. 

The  following  table  will  serve  to  show  the  faulty  distribution 
that  existed  originally  and  the  extent  to  which  it  was  corrected. 
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Reasons  for  the  Redistribution. — A  comparison  of  the  density  of 
population  and  the  number  of  children  per  teacher  of  different 
districts  will  show  the  haphazard  way  in  which  the  schools  were 
distributed.  In  Guane  and  Vinales  of  Pinar  del  Rio  province, 
the  number  of  children  per  teacher  employed  was  897  in  the 
first  and  622  in  the  second,  while  in  the  districts  of  Mariel  and 
Guana  jay  the  numbers  were  102  and  118,  respectively. 

In  the  municipal  district  of  Santa  Clara  there  were  700 
children  for  every  teacher  employed,  and  in  the  City  of  Sagua  la 
Grande  in  the  same  Province  there  were  but  68  school  children 
per  teacher. 

In  the  Province  of  Santiago,  in  the  district  of  Holguín,  there 
were  originally  186  teachers,  while  in  the  adjoining  district  of 
Gibara,  with  but  a  few  hundred  population  less  and  three  times 
as  many  inhabitants  per  square  mile,  there  were  but  56  teachers. 

Still  other  Changes  in  the  Location  of  Schools  may  have  to  be  made. — It 
is  not  thought  that  this  distribution  is  not  susceptible  of  certain 
changes;  those  made  were  only  such  as  were  clearly  necessary; 
another  year's  experience  may  show  the  advisability  of  making 
still  other  changes,  and  the  work  of  relocating  the  schools  within 
any  particular  district  will  be  continued  throughout  the  coming 
year.    So  long  as  the  revenues  of  the  Island  are  not  sufficient  to 
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support  all  the  schools  that  are  necessary,  a  school  cannot  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  a  thinly  settled  section  while  a  densely 
populated  one  is  without  schools.  The  unit  of  measure  in  this 
economical  problem  is  the  average  cost  of  education  per  child  per 
year.  With  certain  fixed  expenditures  for  salaries,  rent,  etc. , 
this  depends  directly  on  the  average  attendance  of  pupils  in  the 
school,  and  no  school  should  be  permitted  to  remain  long  with 
an  attendance  of  twenty  or  less  when ,  by  moving  it ,  the 
attendance  may  be  increased  to  forty.  It  is  expected  that  the 
good  effects  of  redistribution  of  the  schools  of  the  Island  will  be 
quite  noticeable  in  the  reduced  cost  of  education. 

T lie  Number  of  Schools  may  not  be  Increased. — We  have  reached 
the  high  water  mark  in  the  number  of  grade  schools  that  it  is 
possible  to  support  unless  it  is  possible  to  increase  the  present 
appropriation,  and  it  is  more  probable  that  it  will  decrease. 
Present  arrangements  contemplate  the  introduction  of  Kinder- 
garten, Manual  Training,  and  English  Instruction,  and  this  will 
require  all  the  additional  funds  that  it  is  possible  to  get  for 
salaries  of  teachers;  besides,  the  urgent  necessity  of  supplying 
certain  material  that  is  still  lacking  in  the  schools,  of  increasing 
the  appropriation  for  school  buildings,  and  of  providing  the 
advantages  of  Normal  School  training  for  the  teachers  will  not 
only  absorb  what  additional  funds  may  be  secured,  but  may  also 
make  it  necessary  to  lessen  the  amount  appropriated  for  teachers. 
From  now  on  it  will  be  a  struggle  to  retain  the  present  number 
of  schools  without  sacrificing  important  considerations  necessary 
for  the  rounding  out  and  development  of  the  system  in  the  way 
to  enable  it  to  do  most  good. 

School  Supplies. 

Distribution  of  School  Material,  Books  and  Furniture. — Most  of  the 
schools  of  the  Island  are  now  well  supplied  with  absolutely 
necessary  material  of  the  best  possible  quality  that  could  be 
secured,  and  the  remainder,  while  not  so  abundantly  provided 
for,  have  sufficient  for  purposes  of  instruction,  although  under  a 
little  greater  difficulties. 

When  the  present  school  system  was  established  there  was 
scarcely  a  modern  school  book  nor  a  modern  school  desk  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  Island.  The  few  schools  that  were  in 
operation  had  a  more  or  less  abundant  supply  of  apparatus 
intended  to  assist  in  obsolete  methods  of  instruction.  An 
occasional  easel  blackboard  was  to  be  found,  but  more  often  the 
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school  had  none  at  all.  Slates,  paper,  ink,  pencil  and  other 
such  necessary  material  were  luxuries  scarcely  to  be  thought  of. 
If  the  school  had  a  supply  of  books  and  the  ordinary  material  of 
a  schoolroom,  it  had  to  be  bought  by  the  teacher  from  a  salary 
which  was  seldom  or  never  paid,  heedless  to  say  that  they  were 
seldom  or  never  bought.  In  the  exceptional  cases,  when  they 
were  bought,  each  teacher  used  his  own  judgment  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  textbook  that  was  chosen  for  his  particular  school. 
There  were  no  authorized  text  books  and,  consequently,  there 
were  as  many  different  kinds  used  as  there  were  authors;  there 
were  no  textbooks  worthy  of  the  name  from  which  teachers  might 
choose,  and  had  there  been  there  was  nothing  to  lead  them  to 
choose  the  best. 

There  was  the  same  dearth  of  good  furniture  as  there  was  of  text 
books.  The  best  possible  furniture  to  be  found  was  of  a  rough 
home  made  pattern,  and  only  a  few  of  the  better  municipal  schools 
had  this.  As  a  rule,  the  child  furnished  his  own  "desk,"  which 
was  a  wooden  straight  back  chair  with  a  raw  hide  bottom  and  no 
book  rest.  These  are  now  relics  of  the  "old  system"  (the  name 
acquired  after  two  years'  trial  of  the  "new  system")  and  the 
wooden  benches  will  also  soon  be  classed  as  antiquities. 

Difficulties  Encountered  in  the  Distribution  of  Furniture. — Although 
there  are  now  more  than  100,000  modern  school  desks  in  place 
in  the  schools  of  the  Island,  still  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
furnish  them  to  all  of  the  3,600  schoolrooms,  partly  on  account 
of  the  lack  of  funds,  and  partly  on  account  of  the  difficulties  of 
distribution.  Three  Provinces  of  the  Island  are  practically 
without  railway  communication  and  this  furniture  has  been 
distributed  with  considerable  difficulty  and  expense.  A  modern 
school  desk  costs,  delivered  at  a  seaport  of  the  Island,  about  four 
dollars,  and  in  some  instances  it  has  cost  nearly  half  this  sum  to 
get  the  desk  in  place  in  the  school.  To  supply  some  districts  in 
Pinar  del  Rio,  they  have  been  trans-shipped  in  schooners,  and 
then  carried  to  the  interior  on  pack  mules.  This  has  required 
most  careful  packing,  but  in  spite  of  the  pains  taken  the  breakage 
in  some  instances  has  been  considerable.  Since  the  floors  of  the 
houses  of  Cuba  are  mainly  of  tile  and  stone,  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  fasten  the*  desks  to  board  strips;  this  has  increased  the 
cost.  Not  only  desks  for  the  pupils  have  been  furnished,  but 
teachers'  desks  and  chairs,  bookcases,  etc.  The  difficult  problem 
of  trans-shipment  has  made  it  necessary  to  have  manufactured  a 
special  pattern  of  such  furniture,  which  permits  of  being  £  'knock- 
ed down' '  and  boxed  compactly  for  shipment. 
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Such  difficulties  as  these,  and  there  are  many,  stamp  the 
present  as  the  true  pioneer  days  of  public  education  in  Cuba, 
A  poor  unpretentious  house,  little  more  than  a  hut,  but  neat  and 
clean,  with  forty  or  more  modern  school  desks  and  a  bright  and 
studious  youngster  occupying  each,  and  located  in  the  midst  of 
primeval  forests,  is  one  of  the  most  inspiring  sights  to  be  seen  in 
Cuba,  and  there  are  hundreds  of  them. 

Number  of  School  Desks  Purchased, — In  buying  school  desks,  "the 
best  is  the  cheapest7 '  principle  has  been  followed.  Kone  but 
adjustable  combination  desks  have  been  bought.  The  value  of 
the  adjustment  has  not  yet  been  impressed  upon  all,  but  that  will 
follow  with  persistent  and  careful  supervision. 

The  following  makes  of  desks  have  been  purchased  in  the 
quantities  given: 


No.    1. 

No.    2. 

No.    s. 

MANUFA  CTUEBRS. 

3,000 
350 
6,000 
4,990 
3,710 

3,020 

6,000 

700 

12,000 

10,005 

7,095 

5,990 

6,000 

950 

1 2,00o 

10,005 

7,195 

5,990 

A.  H.  Andrews,  Chicago,  Ills. 
Buffalo  School  Desk,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
School  Furniture  Co.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
John  T.  Cavanagh  &  Co  ,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
New  Jersey   School    Church  Furniture  Co., 

New  Jersey. 
Standard  School  Furnishing  Co.,   Chicago, 

Ills. 

21,070 

41,790 

42,740 

Each,  of  them  has  its  own  peculiar  merits,  the  relative  value  of 
which  can  be  better  determined  after  a  little  more  thorough  trial. 


Text  Books. 


How  obtained. — Until  two  years  ago  there  had  been  nothing  to 
stimulate  publishers  to  any  particular  effort  in  the  field  of  Spanish 
text  books  for  public  schools.  With  the  founding  of  the  great 
number  of  public  schools  in  Cuba,  and  in  the  new  Spanish 
possessions  of  the  United  States  of  America,  there  was  an  enormous 
and  immediate  demand  for  good  text  books  in  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage, and  there  was  nothing  in  the  market  which  was  acceptable. 
Immediately,  an  invitation  was  extended  publishing  houses  to 
present  Spanish  copies  of  text  books  in  all  subjects  ordinarily 
used  in  primary  schools.  Although  not  at  all  surprising,  yet  it 
was  to  be  regretted  that  this  call  was  not  answered  by  many  of 
the  publishing  houses  of  Cuba.  The  greater  number  of   replies. 
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$¡nd  by  far  the  best  material,  came  from  American  publishing 
houses.  The  books  presented  by  them  were  translations  of  Eng- 
lish text  books,  whose  merit  had  been  proven  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  United  States  of  America.  The  best  of  these  had 
many  defects,  but  the  necessities  of  the  case  did  not  permit  of 
delay,  and  the  books  were  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Superinten- 
dents and  the  orders  placed. 

Deficiencies  of  Translated  Books. — An  English  text  book  translated 
into  Spanish  becomes  an  entirely  different  book.  An  English 
reader  which  may  be  easy  for  a  boy  in  the  first  grade  may  be 
difficult  for  a  boy  in  the  second  grade  when  translated  into 
Spanish.  An  easy  one-syllable  word  in  English  may  become  a 
three-syllable  word  of  difficult  spelling  and  difficult  sounds  in 
Spanish.  The  Cuban  child  knows  little  or  nothing  of  snow  and 
ice,  and  skates  and  sleds  of  which  every  English  reader  talks, 
but  he  has  scenes  and  games  quite  his  own  and  distinct  from 
these.  An  arithmetic  that  uses  miles  and  yards  in  its  calculations 
is  not  intended  for  the  schools  of  a  country  where  the  proper 
corresponding  terms  are  leagues,  or  kilometers,  vara  or  meter, 
and  where  the  metric  system  is  commonly  used.  An  elementary 
geography  written  in  the  simple  English  that  a  child  can  under- 
stand may  become  difficult  Spanish  when  hastily  translated.  These 
are  mainly  defects  in  translation  which  might  have  been  made 
to  disappear  with  a  little  careful  alteration  and  a  few  omissions, 
but  the  trouble  is  that  they  were  defects  that  were  permitted  to 
remain. 

Rapidity  with  which  Text  Boohs  were  Supplied. — It  is  remarkable, 
nevertheless,  all  things  considered,  that  it  was  possible  on  so 
short  notice  to  equip  our  schools  with  the  text  books  we  now 
have.  Within  a  few  weeks  after  the  notice  to  publishers  was 
given  most  of  the  present  text  books  were  selected,  not  one  of 
which  was  in  print  when  the  notice  was  given.  This  haste  may 
explain  some  of  the  defects  pointed  out. 

Cuban  Teachers,  Authors  and  Publishers  should  take  Interest  in  this 
Matter.— The  above  criticisms  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
emphasizing  the  wish  expressed  in  the  first  volume  of  this  report, 
that  teachers,  authors,  and  publishers  may  take  more  interest  in 
this  matter  of  importance,  and  be  prepared  when  circumstances 
make  a  change  of  text  books  advisable.  Such  a  change  can  not 
be  radical;  it  is  not  necessary  nor  will  economy  permit  of  it;  but 
it  should  be  gradual  as  the  increase  of  the  attendance  in  the 
schools  and  the  wearing  out  of  the  present  supply  render  new 
purchases  necessary.     While  it  is  desired  that  home  publishing 
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companies  may  compete  more  successfully  with  the  foreign  in 
the  future,  yet  the  assistance  to  the  child  in  the  school  is  vastly 
more  important  than  the  protection  of  home  industry,  and  there 
should  be  no  hesitancy  in  the  future  to  select  the  best  text  book 
irrespective  of  where  it  has  been  published  and  of  the  author. 

Two  years'  experience  with  American  text  books  has  served  to 
show  what  is  wanted  in  a  text  book  and  what  should  be  omitted, 
and  a  Cuban  wTho  can  but  catch   this  inspiration  is   sure  to  make 
a  better  original  text  book  than  a  translation  could  possibly  be. 
It  may  even  be  wise  for  the  government  to  systematically  assume 
this  work  and  arrange  for  the  compilation  and  publication  of  the 
text  books  of  the  future;  the  principal  objection  to  this  would  be 
the  strangulation  of  individual  effort  in  this  direction. 
The  first  text  books  adopted  are  the  following: 
Oyr's  First  Reader. 
Arnold  and  Gilbert's  First  Eeader. 
Modern  Series  First  Reader. 
Appleton's  First  Eeader,  English  and  Spanish. 
Cyr's  Second  Reader. 
Arnold  and  Gilbert's  Second  Reader. 
Modern  Series  Second  Reader. 
¿íEl  Lector  Americano'7  Second  Reader. 
Modern  Series  Third  Reader. 
First  Steps  in  the  Spanish  Language. 
Frye's  Geography. 
Wentworth's  Arithmetic. 
Arithmetic  by  Manuel  Rodriguez. 

The  Board  of  Superintendents  should  be  carefully  studying  the 
relative  merits  of  these  books  to  determine  which  of  them  should 
be  retained  and  which  ultimately  dropped,  as  at  present  there  is 
too  great  a  variety. 

Of  small  supplies,  as  a  rule,  the  cheapest  possible  have  been 
purchased  consistent  with  average  quality,  and  the  schools  have 
been  kept  supplied  from  this  office,  it  being  much  cheaper  to  buy 
them  in  large  quantities  and  ship  from  Havana  to  the  various 
districts  than  to  buy  in  the  various  local  markets. 

.Faulty  Distribution  of  Text  Boohs.  How  Corrected.—  Proper  care  was 
not  taken  in  the  original  distribution  of  text  books  to  send  the 
proper  proportion  of  text  books  of  different  grades  to  the  various 
districts,  nor  to  properly  distribute  text  books  of  the  same  grade 
but  by  different  authors.  As  a  result,  it  was  not  uncommon  to 
find  a  district  with  an  abundance  of  text  books  of  the  third  and 
fourth  grades  but  with  few  of  the  lower  grades  in  wdiich  roost  of 
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the  pupils  were  to  be  found;  or  to  find  a  schoolroom  with  two  or 
{¡hree  different  kinds  of  readers,  and  different  text  books  in  other 
^ranches.  The  teacher's  task  was  thus  made  much  more  dif- 
ficult. Boards  of  Education,  in  the  absence  of  instructions  as  to 
how  the  text  books  sent  them  were  to  be  distributed,  did  so  in  a 
haphazard  way.  Steps  were  taken  during  the  vacation  period 
of  this  year  to  correct  this  mistake.  Instructions  were  given 
Boards  of  Education  to  collect  all  school  books  from  the  various 
schools  at  the  close  of  the  school  period  and  to  store  them  in  the 
store  rooms  of  the  Board.  Later,  when  the  Course  of  Studies  had 
been  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Superintendents  and  it  was 
decided  what  books  corresponded  to  the  different  grades,  full  and 
detailed  instructions  were  given  Boards  of  Education  to  secure 
the  re-distribution  of  the  text  books,  in  accordance  therewith. 
No  schoolroom  was  to  have  text  books  of  the  same  grade  by 
different  authors,  but  during  the  course,  the  different  schools 
may  change  the  text  books  among  themselves,  thus  furnishing 
greater  variety  of  reading,  adding  new  interest  to  the  course  for 
both  pupil  and  teacher  and  helping  to  avoid  a  fault  so  commom 
in  the  lower  grades— the  memorizing  of  the  text. 

Other'  Text  Books  Purchased. — During  the  year  the  following  text 
books  were  added  to  those  previously  used: 

"El  Lector  Moderno"  Third  Reader. 
,,         ,,  ,,  Second  Eeader. 

Arnold  <&  Gilbert's  Third  Eeader. 

The  essential  part  of  the  Spanish  Language. 

Diaz'  Spanish  Grammar. 

History  of  America. 

History  of  the  United  States. 

Baldwin's  First  Eeader. 

Eiverside  Primer. 

Holmes's  First  Eeader. 

The  following  were  bought  for  the  teachers  only,  to  be  used  as 
reference  books: 
t   Foster's  Physiology. 

The  Health  of  the  Child. 

Delfin's  Hygiene. 

Sets  of  Arithmetical  Problems. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  this  purpose  during  the  year 
was  $101,250.00,  or  about  one  thirtieth  of  the  total  amount 
expended  for  all  purposes. 

Sufficient  Care  not  Taken  of  Text  Books. — There  is  a  wide  difference 
in  the  care  taken  of  books  by  the   various  Boards  of  Education 
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and  different  teachers  and  pnpils.  In  some  schools  the  books  are 
ragged^  dirty  and  torn  and  in  others,  where  they  have  had  the 
same  use  but  better  care,  they  are  fresh  and  new  in  appearance. 
The  books  in  girls'  schools  and  in  schools  of  women  teachers  are 
almost  invariably  in  better  condition  than  in  boys7  schools,  or 
Schools  taught  by  men.  A  child  does  not  value  a  book  that  is 
placed  in  his  hands  free  of  cost  as  he  does  that  which  he  buys 
himself,  and  constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  teacher 
is  necessary  to  properly  preserve  property  that  has  cost  the 
Island  thousands  of  dollars.  This  may  be  excused  in  the  child 
but  not  in  Boards  of  Education.  It  is  nevertheless  true  that 
many  Boards  of  Education  have  not  appreciated  the  fact  that  the 
material  sent  them  has  cost  the  Island  thousands  of  dollars  and 
should  be  carefully  preserved.  Steps  are  now  being  taken  to 
demand  of  Boards  the  strictest  accountability  for  the  property 
sent  them. 

Attendance. 

As  Compared  with  other  School  Systems. — A  careful  study  of  Tables 
3  and  4  would  indicate  without  any  explanation  to  the  contrary 
that  the  attendance  has  been  very  good.  They  show  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  37  out  of  an  average  monthly  enrollment  of 
47  per  classroom,  or  79%  of  the  entire  enrollment  was  in 
constant  attendance.  In  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  year  1898- 
1899,  this  percentage  was  87,  in  ISTew  Jersey  88,  in  Massachusetts 
92,  and  for  the  year  1899-1900,  in  Florida  68,  and  in  South 
Carolina  51. 

But  a  correct  idea  of  the  attendance  cannot  be  formed  from 
these  figures,  nor  can  an  accurate  comparison  be  made  with  the 
same  figures  in  other  countries.  When  the  entire  population  of 
school  age  is  considered,  it  is  found  in  the  same  tables  that  of  this 
number  47  %  were  enrolled  while  but  24  %  were  in  regular  attend- 
ance. Comparing  this  percentage  with  that  of  the  above  men- 
tioned States  in  the  United  States,  it  will  be  seen  that  Cuba  has 
not  yet  learned  to  make  as  good  use  of  her  public  schools  as  her 
neighbors  in  the  North. 

The  following  table  will  show  these  percentages  in  a  more 
convenient  way: 


TOTAL  ENROLLMENT. 
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Reasons  for  such  Differences. — The  reasons  for  this  are  many; 
some  of  them  are  very  good  and  will  not  disappear  for  some  time 
to  come,  others  are  thoroughly  bad  and  should  have  war  waged 
against  them  until  they  finally  disappear  entirely. 

In  the  greater  part  of  the  United  States,  and,  especially,  in  the 
States  above  referred  to,  the  density  of  population  far  exceeds 
that  of  Cuba.  The  total  population  of  Cuba  is  1,572,797,  while 
the  population  of  Ohio,  which  has  practically  the  same  area  as  Cuba, 
is  4,157,545.  New  Jersey,  with  but  one  sixth  the  area  of  Cuba, 
has  a  population  of  1,883,669,  or  310,872  more  than  Cuba. 
Massachusetts,  one  fifth  the  size  of  Cuba,  has  almost  twice  as 
many  inhabitants.  In  Cuba  there  are  35  inhabitants  per  square 
mile.  This  unqualified  statement,  however,  does  not  give  a  true 
idea  of  the  distribution  of  the  population.  47  %  of  the  entire 
population  of  the  Island  is  collected  in  cities  and  towns  of  1,000 
or  more  inhabitants,  and  the  remaining  53%  are  scattered  over 
an  area  of  44,000  square  miles,  thus  making  the  density  of  popu- 
lation of  the  rural  districts  but  18  persons  per  square  mile.  The 
following  table  taken  from  the  Census  of  the  Island  shows  these 
interesting  data  for  the  different  provinces: 
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Havana 

328,947 

104.568 

22,347 

77.4 

269,487 

58,314 

8,890 

63,4 

Matanzas.. 

51.8 
12.9 

28.9 

Pinar  del  Río 

5,1 

Puerto  Príncipe 

35,542 

40.1 

25,101 

28.4 

Santa  Clara 

141,131 
108,747 

40.5 

80,345 
57,554 

22.5 

Santiago , 

33.2 
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Density  of  Population  Small  in  large  Portion  of  Territory. — Over 
4,259  square  miles  of  the  Island  the  density  of  population  is  but 
two  inhabitants  per  square  mile.  An  area  of  6,230  square  miles 
has  a  density  of  population  of  from  two  to  six  per  square  mile 
and  over  about  one  third  of  the  Island,  or  14,016  square  miles,  the 
density  of  population  is  from  six  to  eighteen  per  square  mile. 

It  will  readily  be  understood  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
secure  a  large  attendance  in  such  sections  of  the  Island. 

Means  of  Communication  are  Poor. — In  the  States  referred  to  the 
roads  and  the  means  of  communication  are  far  superior  to  what 
they  are  in  Cuba,  the  people  are  more  thrifty  and  better  able  to 
spare  the  services  of  their  older  children.  In  this  comparison, 
the  comparatively  ripe  age  of  the  school  system  of  the  Korth  is 
in  no  wise  taken  into  consideration.  All  of  these  conditions  and 
many  others,  so  favorable  in  the  United  States  and  so  unfavorable 
in  Cuba,  tend  to  lessen  what  appears  to  be  a  lack  of  interest  in 
the  public  schools.  The  child's  house  is  often  three  miles  distant 
from  the  school,  often  with  no  road  connecting  the  two,  and, 
disregarding  a  few  exceptional  cases,  if  the  child  is  so  fortunate 
as  to  have  any  road  at  all  it  is  of  the  very  worst  type,  especially 
in  the  rainy  season.  Fortunately,  the  greater  part  of  the  school 
term  is  during  the  dry  season,  or  schools  in  these  rural 
districts  could  scarcely  be  supported.  The  prevalent  fear  of 
the  tropical  sun  and  rain,  whether  or  not  it  is  well  founded, 
is  so  strong  that  no  risks  are  taken,  and  this  cause  alone  greatly 
reduces  the  attendance  during  the  few  months  of  rain.  Although 
poverty  does  not  prevail  in  Cuba  to  the  extent  that  it  would  be 
called  common,  it  is  no  less  a  fact  that  it  is  often  avoided  only 
by  the  sweat  of  3?oung  brows  that  should  be  bent  over  readers 
and  arithmetics.  Helpless  widows  and  homeless  orphans  are  a 
part  of  the  harvest  of  the  wars  that  have  devastated  Cuba  and 
very  necessity  requires  that  children  who  have  to  work  to  furnish 
an  existence  for  themselves  or  helpless  relatives  shall  be  exempt- 
ed from  the  penalties  of  the  truant  law^.  This  class  has  never 
been  accurately  counted,  but  that  it  reaches  a  very  large  number 
cannot  be  denied. 

Local  Peculiarities  that  Affect  the  Attendance. — There  are  few, 
if  any,  other  good  reasons  for  the  non-attendance  of  children  at 
public  or  private  schools,  but  while  many  are  unfortunately 
deprived  of  this  privilege  due  to  these  causes,  others  are  out  of 
school  for  so-called  reasons  which  are  mere  pretexts.  There  is 
excuse  for  a  child  in  the  country  not  attending  school  when  he 
has  to  walk  from  one  to  three   miles  and  at  the  risk   of  being 
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caught  in  a  sudden  tropical  rain,  but  patience  is  lost  when  the 
game  excuse  is  given  in  towns  and  cities  where  the  child  lives  at 
the  very  door  of  the  school.  Yet  the  excuse  is  given  in  good 
faith  and  it  may  require  some  time  to  root  out  a  deep  seated 
belief  that  a  child  should  not  walk  more  than  two  blocks  to  school. 
The  child  may  play  before  his  door  the  entire  day,  running  some 
miles  without  knowing  it,  or  without  arousing  the  fears  of  his 
parents,  but  when  required  to  walk  a  quarter  or  a  half  of  a  mile 
to  school  the  danger  appears.  It  is  difficult,  almost  impossible, 
to  explain  away  this  fear,  the  source  of  which  is  apparent  on 
studying  the  life  and  customs  of  the  past  of  the  country,  which, 
fortunately,  are  changing.  An  isolated  incident  which  came 
under  my  notice  is  an  illustration  of  this  fear:  In  one  Municipal 
capital  which  employs  twelve  teachers,  nine  teachers  sat  in 
empty  schoolrooms  one  entire  day  while  it  rained  in  torrents. 
Not  a  single  child  attended  these  nine  schools,  although  some  of 
them  lived  next  door  or  immediately  across  the  street.  Of  course 
this  is  an  exceptional  case,  and  the  next  day,  which  was  cloud- 
less, the  same  schools  had  an  attendance  of  thirty  to  forty  to  each 
room.  In  another  town  the  State  proposed  to  repair  a  Barracks, 
making  a  school  house  of  eight  classrooms  with  complete  modern 
equipment.  No  town  in  the  entire  Island  was  in  greater  need  of 
a  school  building  and  the  Board  of  Education  wTas  very  anxious 
to  have  one  built.  When  it  was  proposed  to  the  Board  to  remodel 
the  Barracks,  most  strenuous  objections  were  raised  because  the 
building  was  located  on  a  small  hill  and  near  the  edge  of  the 
town.  No  child  would  have  to  walk  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  he  would  be  above  the  heavy  air  of  the  town  and  would 
have  ample  playground,  but  the  bugbear  of  the  distance  and  the 
climb  came  near  defeating  the  project.  The  very  locations  that 
are  sought  for  sanitary  reasons  in  the  United  States  for  a  good 
building  site,  are  rejected  in  Cuba.  Were  it  not  for  the  strongest 
arguments,  every  other  condition  would  give  way  before  the  sin- 
gle requirement  of  short  distances. 

Indifferent  Parents  should  he  Punished  to  the  Fidl  Extent  of  the  Law. 
There  exists  here,  as  in  every  country,  that  class  of  persons 
utterly  indifferent  as  to  whether  or  not  their  children  attend  any 
school:  the  avaricious,  the  ignorant,  and  the  indifferent.  It  is 
against  these  that  the  authority  of  the  law  should  be  directed 
with  energy.  Unless  this  is  done  the  ignorance  of  the  father 
will  be  repeated  in  the  child.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  one  connected 
with  the  school  system  and  of  every  patriotic  person  interested 
in  the  future  of  this  country  to  fight  this  indifference  and  to  begin 
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the  education  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  children  by  the  education 
of  their  parents.  But  whether  or  not  they  can  be  reached  by 
reason  they  can  always  be  reached  by  the  law  and  forced  to 
comply  with  a  duty  to  their  country  as  well  as  a  duty  to  their 
children.  This  class  always  exists  in  every  country  and  no  pains 
should  be  spared  by  Boards  of  Education  to  defeat  their  intentions 
or  negligence,  by  pointing  out  that  their  true  interests  lie  in  the 
education  of  their  children.  A  man,  illiterate  himself,  may  often 
view  with  indifference  illiteracy  in  his  child.  The  avaricious 
man  who  cannot  see  the  dollar  in  the  distance  for  the  penny 
before  his  eye  will,  for  the  peseta  he  earns  daily,  deprive  his 
child  of  an  education  which  may  be  the  father's  fortune  in  his 
old  age.  Such  persons  deserve  but  little  consideration  and  they 
should  be  made  to  pay  the  penalty  of  the  law  until  forced  to 
comply  with  the  law. 

Enforcement  of  the  Truant  Law. — In  the  first  volume  of  this  report 
attention  was  called  to  that  part  of  the  School  Law  compelling 
attendance,  and  it  was  stated  that  it  was  giving  good  results. 
These  results  however  were  not  due  mainly  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  law,  although  great  effort  was  made  by  this  office  to  secure 
its  rigid  enforcement  with  very  good  results  in  some  districts,  but 
were  due  mostly  to  the  wide  publication  that  was  given  it  and 
the  fear  that  it  would  be  enforced.  In  the  entire  Island  for  the 
school  year  the  whole  number  of  fines  imposed  was  108.  As 
time  passed,  and  it  was  seen  in  many  districts  that  the  proceedings 
in  a  case  of  truancy  ended  with  the  first  notification  and  before 
the  case  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  proper  judicial  author- 
ity, as  a  natural  consequence,  all  fear  of  the  law  and  its  enforcement 
was  lost.  This  became  noticeable  towards  the  close  of  the  school 
term  and  during  the  summer  vacation  the  following  Circular  was 
published,  that  Boards  of  Education  might  be  considering  this 
important  question  and  making  their  arrangements  for  a  vigorous 
enforcement  of  the  truant  law  in  the  first  weeks  of  the  new  school 
term  and  for  the  revival  of  the  fear  of  it  when  it  is  understood 
that  it  is  to  be  enforced: 

(  Translation. ) 

Circular    ISTo.    34. 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools, 

Havana,  July  29,  1901. 

In  compliance  with  paragraph  96  of  the  School  Law  in  force, 
the  present  Circular  is  published  for  the  guidance  of  Provincial 
Superintendents,  Special  Inspectors,  Teachers,  and  other  persons 
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\vhose  duty  it  is  to  comply  with  the  provisions  contained  in 
paragraphs  88  to  95,  inclusive,  of  Order  368,  series  of  1900, 
on  attendance  on  the  public  schools. 

I.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  Provincial  Superintendents,  during 
their  visits  of  inspection,  to  find  out  if  said  provisions  are  being- 
complied  with,  and  to  correct,  whenever  it  be  necessary,  the 
errors  that  may  be  committed  in  the  manner  of  proceeding  in 
cases  of  truancy. 

II.  In  cases  of  truancy,  Boards  of  Education  shall  not  allow 
the  employment  of  any  other  proceeding  than  the  one  specified  in  , 
the  paragraphs  already  mentioned,  and  which  will  be  detailed 
further  on.  Any  departure  from  the  proceeding  prescribed  may 
annul  the  notification  and  prevent  the  rendering  of  a  favorable 
decision,  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  carry  the  matter  before 
the  proper  court. 

Boards  of  Education  shall  demand  from  their  Secretaries, 
Truant  Officers,  Teachers,  etc. ,  strict  compliance  with  the  provi- 
sions contained  in  the  aforementioned  paragraphs,  giving  them 
the  necessary  instructions,  and  shall  not  set  aside  a  single  case 
of  truancy  until  the  child  has  returned  to  school  or  until  due 
punishment  has  been  imposed  by  the  proper  judge. 

III.  Every  child  between  6  and  14  years  of  age,  unless  he  has 
been  exempted  from  attendance  by  the  respective  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, shall  attend  a  public  or  private  school  at  least  during  twenty 
weeks  of  the  school  year,  ten  of  which,  commencing  with  the  first 
four  weeks  of  the  school  year,  shall  be  consecutive. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  School  Law  merely  prescribes  what 
is  to  be  done  against  the  parents  or  guardians  of  children  who, 
without  any  just  excuse,  do  not  attend  a  public  or  private  school 
during  the  time  and  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
paragraph,  bnt  it  says  nothing  of  what  shall  be  done  in  cases  of 
tardiness.  The  punishment  that  in  such  cases  should  be  applied 
is  to  be  determined  by  the  teacher  or  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  it  must  be  always  borne  in  mind  that  the  services  of  the  Truant 
Officer  should  not  be  used  in  preventing  tardiness,  as  his  duties  are 
limited,  according  to  law,  in  preventing  cases  of  truancy. 

IV.       PROCEEDING    THAT    SHOULD    BE    FOLLOWED    O    CASES 

OF    TBUANCY. 

The  teacher  should,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  inform  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  names  of  those  chil- 
dren who,  without  any  just  cause,  have  failed  to  attend  to  their 
respective  schoolrooms  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  Law. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  shall  immediately  report  those 
names  to  the  Truant  Officer,  who,  with  the  least  delay  possible, 
shall  notify  the  child  and  his  father  or  guardian,  either  person- 
ally or  by  mail,  using  forms  12  and  13.  If  the  child  should  not 
attend  his  school  within  five  days  after  he  is  notified,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  shall  institute  proceedings  against  the 
parent,  guardian,  or  other  person  in  charge  of  said  child  before 
the  proper  judge, 


When  the  Truant  Officer  thinks  that  it  is  impossible  for 
a  child  to  attend  school,  he  should  notify  the  Board  of  that  fact 
for  proper  action,  but  in  no  case  may  the  Truant  Officer  on  his 
own  account  exempt  any  such  child  from  attending. 

The  Secretaries  and  Truant  Officers  of  Boards  of  Education 
shall  follow  this  proceeding  with  the  least  possible  delay,  as  the 
virtue  of  the  Law  depends  in  great  part  on  the  rapidity  with 
which  its  provisions  are  complied  with. 

Whenever  a  Truant  Officer  examines  the  list  of  employees  of 
any  person,  Company,  or  Corporation,  it  is  sufficient  indication 
that  the  truant  law  has  been  complied  with,  if  he  is  shown  the 
written  proof  mentioned  in  Paragraph  89  of  the  School  Law.  If 
such  proof  be  not  shown  him,  he  shall  immediately  notify  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  such  fact  for  legal  action. 

Y.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Truant  Officers  to  see  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  School  Law  regarding  attendance  are  complied 
with,  and  they  should  not  be  employed  in  work  of  any  other 
nature. 

YI.  The  salary  of  Truant  Officers  in  Municipal  Districts 
shall  not  be  greater  than  $30  a  month,  or  the  equivalent  of  15 
days'  work,  except  in  special  cases  duly  authorized  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Schools. 

Tardiness  a  Source  of  great  Trouble. — In  many  schools  of  the  Island, 
while  the  attendance  has  been  good,  tardiness  has  given  the 
teachers  and  Boards  of  Education  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  This 
evil  cannot  be  entirely  removed,  and  will  always  exist  to  a 
certain  extent  no  matter  what  steps  are  taken  to  remedy  it,  but 
in  many  districts  of  the  Island  it  exists  to  such  an  alarming 
extent,  that  one  cannot  help  feeling  that  some  one  is  neglecting 
his  duty  and  that  proper  steps  are  not  being  taken  to  avoid  it. 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  Truant  Officers  to  prevent  or  correct 
tardiness,  as  has  been  supposed  heretofore,  and  attention  was 
called  to  that  fact  in  the  Circular  of  this  office  just  given.  It  is 
within  the  power  of  teachers  and  Boards  of  Education  to  remove 
this  evil,  if  they  but  study  the  question,  and  take  the  proper  pre- 
cautions. The  child  is  eager  or  reticent  about  attending  school 
punctually  in  proportion  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  school,  which 
depends  directly  upon  the  teacher.  It  is  the  teacher's  duty  to  see 
that  the  child  is  at  school  at  the  opening  hour.  Some  may  secure 
...this  prompt  attendance  by  arousing  interest  and  enthusiasm  in 
the  child,  others  by  punishment,  others  by  both.  In  cities  and 
large  towns,  there  are  no  playgrounds  attached  to  the  school 
buildings,  which  are  private  houses,  and  the  child  that  arrives 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  school  opens  has  nothing  more 
interesting  to  do  than  wait.  The  teacher  who  can  fill  up  this 
period  and  make  it  so  interesting  to  the  child  that  fie   will  be  on 
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hand  half  an  hour  before  school  begins  for  the  day ,  for  the  fun 
and  enjoyment  that  be  expects  to  have,  will  not  be  bothered 
■with  tardiness  in  his  school. 

Boards  of  Education  should  make  Energetic  Efforts  to  Punish  Truancy. 
Difficulties  must  be  met  and  overcome  as  they  appear.  Boards 
of  Education  are  good  or  bad  in  proportion  to  their  ability  to  do 
this.  The  more  practical  the  Board  of  Education ,  the  more 
readily  will  it  be  able  to  separate  real  difficulties  from  imaginary 
ones,  important  problems  from  the  insignificant,  and  the  more 
efficient  will  be  the  action  it  takes.  One  of  the  real  difficulties 
of  to-day  is  the  truancy  of  the  class  above  referred  to,  and  one  of 
the  important  problems  is,  How  shall  this  be  prevented?  It  will 
be  stopped  only  by  the  most  energetic  efforts  of  Boards  of  Edu- 
cation to  enforce  the  law,  and  their  indifference  to  this  important 
duty  is  more  unpardonable  than  the  indifference  of  the  father 
whom  they  should  punish. 

Teachers. 

Teachers  have  Improved. — There  has  been  marked  improvement 
in  the  teachers  during  the  past  year,  but  it  has  required  incessant 
effort  to  secure  it.  The  thought  and  labor  of  those  who  have 
struggled  to  present  the  teachers  with  opportunities  to  learn 
something  of  their  profession  are  beginning  to  give  results.  The 
average  teacher  of  to-day  is  far  superior  as  an  instructor  to  what 
he  was  two  years  ago.  The  task  has  been  a  most  difficult  one. 
We  have  no  Normal  Schools  nor  institutions  to  train  teachers, 
and  there  has  not  been  time  to  take  advantage  of  them,  had  they 
existed.  Other  means  had  to  be  devised.  Arrangements  had  to 
be  made  to  make  the  best  use  possible  of  the  vacation  period,  as 
well  as  to  keep  the  teacher  under  as  close  supervision  as  possible 
during  the  school  period,  correcting  his  mistakes  and  directing 
him  in  the  right  way.  The  schoolroom  itself  has  been  a  training 
school  in  which  the  teacher  has  had  a  nine  months7  course  the 
past  year  and  he  has  profited  by  this  in  proportion  to  his  intel- 
ligence and  ability  to  profit  by  his  experience. 

How  this  Improvenent  has  been  Secured. — Organization  of  Summer 
Normal  Schools. — The  improvement  has  been  secured  not  only  by 
instruction  but  by  selection  as  well.  To  provide  the  first  of  these, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  Summer  Normal  Schools  were  organized; 
to  secure  the  second,  examinations  were  provided;  and  the  progress 
made  by  the  teachers  is  due  almost  entirely  to  these  two  provi- 
sions; yet,  strange  to  say,  we  did  not  lack  critics  of  both.  For  the 
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first  time  in  the  history  of  public  education  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  Summer  formal  Schools  were  provided  for  more  than 
4,000  teachers,  and  for  the  first  time  almost  6,000  teachers  were 
examined  in  the  short  period  of  a  few  months.  It  has  been  a 
process  of  improvement  by  elimination  on  the  principle  of  the 
"survival  of  the  fittest, "  but  not  always  without  abuse. 

Voters  should  interest  themselves  in  Electing  Honest  Men  for  Members  of 
Boards  oj  Education ,  the  only  way  of  Securing  the  Appointment  of  the  Best 
Teachers.— -The  father  is  helping  to  select  his  child's  teacher  when 
he  casts  his  vote  at  the  district  election  for  school  director.  If 
that  father  is  interested  in  his  child's  education  he  will  be 
interested  in  who  is  to  be  elected  director.  The  selection  of  the 
best  teacher  that  the  community  affords  therefore  begins  with 
the  education  of  the  parent.  Each  community  must  be  the  guard- 
ian of  its  own  interests.  There  is  no  power  like  that  of  the  free, 
intelligent  voter  when  casting  his  ballot  at  the  polls.  He  has 
it  in  his  power  to  punish  evil  doers  and  he  holds  in  his  hands  the 
correction  for  abuse  and  perversion  of  public  office.  This  is  a 
new  power  for  the  humble  private  citizen  of  Cuba,  not  yet  fully 
understood,  and  while  he  is  learning  his  duty  to  his  children  and 
to  his  fellow  creatures  and  until  he  feels  the  extent  of  his  power, 
and  that  he  is  an  important  factor  in  a  free  country,  while  he  is 
still  weak  in  his  ignorance  of  these  things,  he  should  be  given  the 
support  of  administrative  authority  and  protected  against  those 
who  would  take  advantage  of  his  ignorance.  It  was  necessary  to 
do  this  during  the  past  year  when  a  few  Boards  of  Education, 
thinking  more  of  the  interests  of  a  friend  or  relative  than  of  the 
children  such  a  person  was  to  teach,  abused  the  most  important 
power  with  which  they  are  intrusted.  Thus  in  some  few  districts 
our  principle  of  the  "survival  of  the  fittest"  was  violated. 
Although  experience  teaches  bitter  lessons  it  teaches  them  well, 
and  when  the  time  again  comes  to  elect  school  directors  these  are 
the  districts  in  which  the  greatest  interest  will  be  noted. 

The  selection  of  teachers  is  the  all  important  duty  of  Boards 
of  Education;  personal  or  political  feeling,  likes  or  dislikes,  family 
connection  or  other  such  influences  should  for  the  moment  be 
forgotten.  The  education  of  perhaps  thousands  of  children,  the 
public  economy  and  the  welfare  of  the  State  are  influenced  by 
their  action. 

The  Money  spent  for  Public  Education  is  Wasted  unless  Good  Teachers 
are  appointed.  Boards  of  Education  are  Responsible. — Authority  is 
given  to  organize  a  school,  a  house  is  secured  for  which  the  State 
pays  rent,  it  is  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  and  teachers 
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¡¡'and  janitors  are  employed  and  paid  from  the  State  funds.  So  far 
lEoney  has  been  lavishly  spent.  What  is  to  be  the  return  for  all 
,  this?  It  depends  directly  on  the  teacher.  If  the  Board  is  careless, 
ignorant,  or  corrupt,  the  teacher  may  be  worthless;  money  is 
wasted  and  the  child7 s  education  neglected.  Why  do  Boards  of 
Education  do  their  duty  until  this  moment  of  appointing  teachers 
and  then  reverse  all  rules  of  consistency,  and  fail  in  their  most 
important  duty?  Why  do  not  the  fathers  of  the  children  thus 
imposed  upon  awake  to  a  realizing  sense  of  the  fact  that  they  are 
also  responsible? 

Those  Boards  of  Education  that  have  been  conspicuously 
negligent  in  the  appointment  of  teachers  have  been  so,  mainly, 
for  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  two  reasons — cowardice  or  corrup- 
tion— equally  worthy  of  contempt.  However  carefully  we  may 
educate  our  teachers  there  will  always  be  the  two  grades,  good 
and  bad,  and  what  use  is  it  to  spend  time  and  money  in  their 
training  if,  after  all,  Boards  of  Education  reject  the  trained  and 
select  the  bad?  Eventually  this  abuse  will  disappear,  but  not 
unless  war  is  waged  against  it  in  a  systematic  and  intelligent 
manner.  For  the  reason  above  given  somewhat  in  detail,  there 
is  a  wide  difference  between  teachers  of  different  districts;  in  fact, 
they  form  a  very  good  criterion  for  judging  individual  Boards  of 
Education. 

Teachers1  Contracts  to  last  only  One  Year. — The  teachers  were 
protected"  in  their  places  for  more  than  a  year,  giving  them  plenty 
of  opportunity  to  prepare  for  the  competition  that  was  to  come, 
and  giving  Boards  of  Education  an  opportunity  to  intelligently 
judge  of  their  comparative  worth.  The  School  Law  provides 
that  contracts  shall  be  made  for  a  period  of  not  longer  than  one 
year,  and  that  all  contracts  shall  terminate  on  the  last  day  of  the 
school  year  for  which  they  are  made. 

There  has  been  some  criticism  of  this  provision  of  the  law,  but 
it  is  not  well  founded.  It  is  based  on  a  sound  business  principle, 
well  recognized  in  all  commercial  dealings:  both  parties  to  a 
contract  must  be  protected.  The  parties  to  this  contract  are  the 
State  and  the  teacher  and  both  are  protected.  A  teacher's  ability 
is  a  constantly  varying  quantity  when  compared  with  that  of 
other  available  teachers.  A  year  is  quite  long  enough  for  a  com- 
munity to  be  made  to  suffer  an  honest  mistake  of  a  Board  of 
Education.  It  should  not  be  forced  to  retain  the  services  of  a 
teacher  in  whom  it  has  been  deceived  and  who  has  proven  indif- 
ferent or  worthless.  It  always  has  the  authority  to  renew  con- 
tracts with  those  who  have  proven  themselves  successful   and 
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competent.  Of  course  this  is  presupposing  the  fairness  of  Boards 
of  Education,  or  the  appointing  power,  whatever  it  may  be,  f0r 
without  that,  no  plan  will  be  without  serious  abuses.  And  al- 
though such  fairness  does  not  always  exist,  as  has  just  been 
pointed  out,  yet  the  remedy  is  not  in  making  long  contracts,  but 
in  purifying  the  Board  of  Education.  Such  long  contracts  would 
at  the  present  time  especially,  perpetuate  an  evil  rather  than  a 
good  condition  of  affairs. 

Reasons  against  making  Contracts  for  a  Longer  Period. — Contracts 
for  long  periods,  like  certificates  for  long  periods,  by  placing  the 
teacher's  future  beyond  danger,  removes  him  almost  completely 
from  the  influence  of  any  incentive  to  study.  To  state  that  a 
teacher  who  knows  he  cannot  be  molested  in  his  position  is  going 
to  give  his  undivided  time  and  attention  to  preparing  himself  to 
compete  with  other  teachers,  when  he  has  been  completely 
removed  from  all  fear  of  losing  or  hope  of  gaining  by  competition 
is  to  profess  ignorance  of  human  nature.  A  stunning  blow  would 
be  given  his  ambition.  He  would  become  a  fixture,  who  could 
look  five  or  ten  years  ahead,  and  see  himself  still  in  the  same 
rut.  A  trial  of  such  a  system  would  soon  convince  the  average 
teacher  that  it  is  better  to  run  the  risk  of  losing  for  the  hope  of 
gaining  than  to  be  without  any  chances  for  improvement.  The 
improvement  in  our  teachers  depends  largely  on  the  opportunity 
for  honest  competition  given  them  and  far  from  discouraging  it, 
it  should  be  encouraged  in  every  way  possible. 

Influence  of  Examinations. — The  summer  examinations  gave 
another  opportunity  for  the  teachers  to  show  their  individual 
abilities,  but,  for  reasons  stated  elsewhere,  their  results  cannot  be 
taken  as  an  accurate  guide.  As  time  passes,  and  the  examina- 
tions become  more  difficult  and  for  the  higher  grades,  they  will 
furnish  a  better  means  for  comparison.  The  examination  is  not 
a  means  of  torturing  the  teachers,  as  many  seemed  to  think,  but 
is  provided  for  the  teacher's  protection  as  well  as  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  child.  Without  the  examination,  any  one  who  wishes 
might  assume  the  name  of  "teacher"  and  it  is  easy  to  forecast 
the  disrepute  into  which  the  profession  would  soon  fall.  Yale, 
Harvard,  and  West  Point,  with  their  splendid  reputations, 
occupy  enviable  positions  among  institutions  of  learning,  because 
they  are  careful  that  their  graduates  are  capable  men  who  will 
not  tarnish  or  lower  this  reputation.  If  the  teachers  of  Cuba  are 
to  be  proud  of  their  profession,  it  cannot  be  open  to  whomsoever 
wishes  to  enter,  but  such  a  candidate  must  first  prove  himself 
capable  by  passing  the  requisite  examination.    The  more  difficult 
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lí'fjhe  examination,  and  the  higher  the  standard,  the  more  select 
wiU  be  the  body  of  teachers. 

(The  examinations  have  furnished  another  great  incentive  tc 
study.  During  the  past  summer,  certificates  were  issued  to 
6,031  teachers  who  successfully  passed  the  examination  for  the 
first  grade.  This  exceeds  the  number  of  teachers  in  the  public 
schools  by  more  than  two  thousand. 

The  examinations  of  the  summer  of  1902  will  probably  be 
made  difficult  enough  to  reduce  the  number  of  teachers  holding 
certificates  to  more  nearly  the  number  teaching  in  the  schools. 
This  will  have  a  double  effect;  it  will  raise  the  average  standard 
of  the  teacher  and  by  reducing  the  number  of  teachers  will  not 
give  Boards  of  Education  as  much  latitude  in  their  selection  as 
they  had  last  year,  and  consequently  will  avoid  much  abuse.  I 
believe  this  extremely  desirable. 

During  the  summer  the  teachers  had  a  six  weeks'  course  in  the 
Summer  Normal  Schools;  one  hundred  were  at  the  Summer  School 
at  Harvard  College.  These  have  been  mentioned  more  in  detail 
elsewhere  in  this  report. 

Cuba  will  possess  Good  Teachers. — Cuba  will  some  day  have  a  good 
corps  of  teachers  (she  hasn't  them  now),  if  the  young  men  and 
women  at  present  occupying  these  positions  are  but  given  proper 
encouragement.  Up  to  the  present  they  have  been  given  every 
possible  assistance,  and  much  time  has  been  spent  in  arranging 
plans  to  provide  them  means  for  improvement.  This  work  has 
given  splendid  results  and  the  teacher  of  to-day  is  many  times 
better  than  the  teacher  of  two  years  ago.  The  improvement  he 
has  made  is  one  of  the  wonders  connected  with  the  development 
of  the  school  system,  and  if  we  but  continue  to  demand  improve- 
ment and  at  the  same  time  practice  an  honest  and  careful 
selection  of  the  best,  a  few  years  should  see  every  schoolroom  of 
the  Island  in  the  charge  of  a  really  good  teacher. 

Examinations. 

First  Examinations. — Plan  governing  them. — The  first  examina- 
tions of  teachers  were  held  in  the  month  of  February,  and  later 
during  the  summer  vacations  a  series  of  examinations  were  held. 
.  The  Board  of  Superintendents,  at  its  first  meeting  in  October  of 
,1900,  decided  upon  a  plan  for  the  examination  of  the  teachers  of 
the  Island,  which  was  published  by  the  Military  Governor  in 
Order  No.  474,  series  of  1899,  Headquarters  Division  of  Cuba': 
This  Order  governed  the  first  examinations  held  in  February  ^ 
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1900,  and  the  practical  application  of  this  plan  revealed  its  defects 
and  the  Board  of  Superintendents  at  its  regular  meeting  in  May' 

1901,  formulated  a  second  plan,  which  was  a  modification  of  the 
first,  and  which  was  published  by  the  Military  Governor  in  Order 
No.  127,  Headquarters  Department  of  Cuba,  series  of  190] 
This  plan  provided  that  ^Immediately  after  the  holding  of  any 
examination,  the  Eoard  of  Superintendents  will  issue  the  highest 
certificate  obtainable  thereat  to  any  member  of  a  Board  of  Exam- 
iners, if  he  so  desires.'7 

The  original  plan  provided  that  a  member  of  a  Board  of 
Examiners  should  also  be  examined,  while  by  the  provision  of 
the  new  plan,  quoted  above,  he  was  to  receive  a  certificate  if  he 
so  desired  in  virtue  of  his  being  chosen  as  an  examiner. 

Unfounded  Criticism  of  the  New  Plan. — This  change  received  con- 
siderable criticism,  much  of  which  was  inspired  by  reasons  of  a 
purely  personal  nature,  and  very  little  of  which  came  from  the 
teachers  themselves.  The  reason  for  this  exception,  under  the 
present  peculiar  conditions  is  obvious,  when  the  way  in  which 
members  of  Boards  of  Examiners  are  selected  and  the  great  care 
that  was  taken  to  avoid  the  appointment  of  unworthy  persons 
are  understood. 

The  Provincial  Superintendent,  in  the  first  place,  makes  the 
selection  of  double  the  number  necessary;  this  list  then  passes 
through  the  hands  of  the  Island  Superintendent,  who  makes 
thereon  such  recommendations  as  he  may  see  proper;  it  finally 
reaches  the  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction,  who  makes  the  final 
selection  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  The  Provincial  Super- 
intendent should  have  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  teachers  of 
his  Province  to  know  who  is  fitted  for  such  positions,  and  suf- 
ficient time  and  opportunity  is  afforded  between  the  first  selection 
and  final  approval  to  permit  any  mistakes  that  may  have  been 
made  from  one  cause  or  another  to  be  corrected.  The  selection 
is  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  most  disinterested  parties  that 
are  to  be  found;  mistakes  in  judgment  may  be  made  and  some 
were  made,  but  the  number  of  such  mistakes  will  decrease  with 
more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  teachers  of  the  Island. 

The  Problem  consists  in  appointing  Honest  Persons  Members  of  Boards 
of  Examiners. — Much  of  the  criticism  heard  in  this  connection  in- 
ferred that  in  making  these  selections  personal  likes  and  dislikes- 
family  connections,  political  affinity,  and  other  such  similar 
motives,  in  many  instances,  guided  the  Provincial  Super- 
intendents. I  am  far  from  prepared  to  make  such  a  statement 
as  this,  and  to  acknowledge  its  truth  is  to  make  an  assertion  os 
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;  g^aye  as  to  almost  preclude  all  hope  of  any  great  improvement  in 
the  school  system,  yet  at  the  same  time  proving  better  than  any 
other  way  its  most  urgent  necessity.  If,  however,  despite  the 
great  care  with  which  Provincial  Superintendents  are  chosen, 
such  an  egregious  mistake  should  be  made  as  to  choose  a  person 
with  such  a  crude  sense  of  honor  as  to  so  perver  this  high  posi- 
tion, that  fact  could  not  long  remain  hidden  and  such  a  person 
could  and  would  surely  be  replaced  by  another.  The  position  of 
examiner  is  essentially  one  of  trust;  it  cannot  be  otherwise;  the 
problem  then  is  to  appoint  to  fill  it  a  person  that  can  be  trusted. 
Who  is  ready  to  admit  that  such  cannot  be  found? 

Examiners  should  be  Furnished  Certificates. — The  logic  of  furnishing 
certificates  to  examiners  is  so  evident  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  give  the  reasons  for  so  doing.  It  has  just  been  explained  that 
these  examiners  were  chosen  with  the  greatest  of  care,  and  this 
process  itself  is  an  examination.  In  the  opinion  of  his  Provincial 
Superintendent,  formed  from  personal  observation  and  current 
public  opinion,  the  teacher  possesses  knowledge  and  experience 
sufficient  to  pass  upon  the  merits  of  an  applicant  and  determine 
whether  or  not  they  are  sufficient  to  warrant  licensing  him  to 
teach  certain  branches  of  study.  To  assert  that  this  same  person 
must  sabmit  himself  to  the  same  examination  is  to  deny  that  he 
possesses  the  special  knowledge  and  ability  to  perform  the  work 
for  which  he  was  chosen. 

In  three  years  from  now  there  will  be  teachers  under  the 
present  plan  holding  the  first,  second  and  third  grade  certificates, 
and  the  present  plan  may  then  be  changed.  Experience  may 
show  certain  changes  that  are  advisable  before  that  time;  but 
experience  has  not  yet  shown  that  fact  and  the  plan  should  be 
left  unchanged  for  the  present.  The  method  of  enforcing  the 
plan  should,  however,  be  modified  in  certain  particulars. 

Method  of  Preparing  Questions  for  the  Examinations  should  be  Changed. 
— I  believe  there  should  be  a  radical  change  in  the  present  method 
of  preparing  the  questions  for  the  examinations  and  in  determining 
the  questions  that  should  be  answered  by  the  various  teachers. 
In  the  examinations  that  have  been  held  there  was  a  wide  dif- 
ference in  the  questions  used  in  different  parts  of  the  Island,  and 
the  liberty  given  teachers  to  select  certain  questions  was  by  far 
too  great.  The  questions  were  prepared  by  the  different  Boards 
of  Examiners.  In  some  instances  the  teachers  were  permitted  to 
openly  select  certain  of  these  and  in  others  the  selection  was 
made  by  chance,  drawing  a  certain  number  from  the  entire  lot. 
There  not  only  resulted  a  great  lack  of  uniformity,  but  there  was 
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introduced  a  most  objectionable  element  of  chance.  If  it  is  our 
object  to  secure  like  results  in  all  parts  of  the  Island,  this  proce- 
dure  must  be  changed.  Were  it  possible,  the  ideal  plan  would 
be  to  examine  every  teacher  of  the  Island  with  the  same  set  of 
questions.  If  this  is  impracticable,  the  plan  adopted  should  be 
as  nearly  the  ideal  as  possible.  Chance  drawing  should  be  elim- 
inated entirely.  It  is  the  remains  of  a  pernicious  system  once  so 
common  in  the  Island  which  has  no  place  in  the  methods  of  to-day. 
The  questions  should  be  uniform,  and  this  is  not  possible  if  they 
are  to  be  prepared  by  a  score  or  more  of  Boards  of  Examiners  in 
widely  separated  parts  of  the  Island  and  with  widely  varying 
ideas.  I  believe  the  Board  of  Superintendents  alone  should 
prepare  the  questions.  If  it  is  not  convenient  for  all  the  Superin- 
tendents to  assemble  for  that  purpose,  they  may  appoint  a  com- 
mittee from  among  their  number.  A  sufficient  number  of 
questions  might  then  be  prepared  in  each  branch  of  study  to 
furnish  each  Board  of  Examiners  with  one  such  list.  The  present 
Law  gives  the  Board  of  Superintendents  full  authority  to  proceed 
in  this  manner. 

The  Examination  in  Certain  Branches  should  he  Obligatory  and  in 
others  Optional- — The  present  Course  of  Studies  embraces  a  great 
many  branches  of  study  which  our  teachers  are  at  present  en- 
tirely unprepared  to  teach,  and  they  will  not  be  so  prepared  for 
some  time  to  come.  While  it  is  very  desirable  that  they  so 
prepare  themselves  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  expect  the  impossible.  Applicants  for  certificates 
of  the  first  or  second  grade  should  be  required  to  submit  to  an  ex- 
amination in  Beading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Spelling,  Geography, 
Grammar,  Ilisto^,  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  Drawing,  and 
Methods  of  Teaching.  These  branches  and  none  other  should  be 
obligatory.  In  addition,  they  may  be  permitted  an  examination 
in  Agricul ture,  ^Natural  Sciences,  etc. ,  if  they  so  desire,  but  for 
the  present,  examination  in  these  branches  should  be  optional 
with  the  teacher,  and  intended  only  to  add  weight  to  a  certificate, 
valid  without  such  additional  examination.  At  the  present  time, 
the  great  majority  of  our  teachers  are  woefully  deficient  in  the 
more  rudimentary  branches;  to  require  them  to  be  examined  in 
the  branches  last  named  above  will  force  them  to  devote  time  to 
the  study  of  such  less  important  branches  that  should  be  given 
to  the  more  essential  ones. 

Applicants  should  be  Given  the  Same  Questions.  Grade  of  Certificate  to 
be  Determined  by  number  of  Points  Obtained. — The  applicant  for  the 
first  grade   certificate   and  the  applicant  for  the   second   grade 
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certificate  before  any  particular  Board  of  Examiners  should 'be 
given  precisely  the  same  list  of  questions,  and  the  difference 'in 
ability  and  the  grade  of  certificate  that  is  to  be  issued  should  be 
determined  from  the  number  of  points  secured.  Thus  with  100 
as  the  maximum,  the  candidate  that  receives  not  less  than  80 
may  be  given  the  second  grade  certificate  and  the  candidate  that 
receives  not  less  than  60  the  first  grade.  These  numbers  are 
but  given  by  way  of  illustration.  To  furnish  candidates  for 
different  grades  of  certificates  with  different  questions,  increases 
the  work  of  the  examiners,  does  not  present  any  advantages, 
and  is  attended  by  certain  disadvantages.  I  believe  these  to  be 
reforms  of  great  importance  that  should  be  introduced  in  the  ex- 
aminations of  the  coming  year,  and  recommend  them  to  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents. 

Reasons  against  Exempting  from  Examination  the  Holders  of  Certificates 
Issued  during  the  Spanish  rule. — From  the  moment  when  examina- 
tions were  first  spoken  of,  there  was  a  strong  effort  made  by  the 
holders  of  certificates  issued  in  the  colonial  regime  to  have  these 
old  titles  recognized  and  to  have  themselves  exempted  from  ex- 
aminations.    While  these  titles  were  supposed  to  be  obtained 
after  an  examination  proving  the  competency  and  ability  of  the 
applicant,  they  were  obtained,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  almost  entirely 
by  favoritism.    They  were  as  a  rule  issued  for  life.    In  many  in- 
stances their  holders  had  never  taught  school,  but  now  that  the 
teacher's  profession  had  become  more  profitable  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  make  use  of  them.  They  were  granted  under  an  old  order 
of  things  and  at  the  best  but  certified  the  ability  of  the  holders  to 
teach  under  methods  long   since  obsolete.     Many  of  them  had 
been  held  for  years,  during  which  time  there  had  been  nothing  to 
stimulate  the  holder  to  study,  but  on  the  contrary  possession  of 
them  tended  to  check  improvement.     While  some  of  them  were 
granted  for  the  actual  merits  of  the  applicant,  it  is  also  true  that 
other  considerations  counted  for  a  great  deal  more  than  merit  in 
many  other  instances. 

We  were  treated  to  the  spectacle  of  young  men  and  women 
who  had  never  taught  a  day  in  their  lives,  holding  life  certificates 
to  teach.  Had  it  been  possible  to  accept  the  good  and  reject  the 
bad  the  problem  would  have  been  easy;  but  it  was  accept  all  or 
reject  all. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  reasons  which  made  it 
impossible  for  these  old  colonial  certificates  to  inspire  confidence, 
and  all  were  consequently  rejected.  It  was  never  a  serious 
question,  however,  nor  worthy  of  much  consideration.  The  hold- 
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ers  of  these  certificates  who  were  competent  to  teach  had  no 
fear  of  the  new  examination,  and  those  who  wrere  not  were  justly 
forced  to  prepare  for  the  examination  or  leave  the  profession. 

Different  Examinations  held. — It  was  originally  intended  that  all 
persons  engaged  in  teaching  would  be  examined  in  February,  but 
as  this  would  have  seriously  interfered  with  the  schools  at  that  time 
in  session  it  was  decided  to  limit  the  February  examinations  to 
those  aspirants  not  at  the  time  employed  as  teachers  and  to  postpone 
the  examination  of  those  teaching  until  the  summer  vacation . 

The  result  of  the  February  examinations  was  as  follows: 


PROVINCE. 

Examined 

and 
approved. 

Total 
dis- 
approved. 

Total 
examined. 

Pinar  del  Rio 

93 
322 
221 
258 

7 

185 

15 

108 
38 

102 
76 
26 

108 

Havana 

430 

Matanzas 

259 

Santa  Clara 

360 

Puerto  Principe > 

83 

Santiago  de  Cuba , • 

211 

1,086 

365 

1,451 

The  result  of  the  summer  examinations  was  as  follows: 


PROVINCE. 

Total 
examined 

and 
approved. 

Total 
dis- 
approved. 

Total 
examined. 

Pinar  del  Rio. ...... ...... 

339 
1,128 

790 
1,173 

287 
763 

47 
256 
59 
81 
15 
214 

386 

Havana 

1,384 

Matanzas 

849 

Santa  Clara 

1,254 

Puerto  Principe 

302 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

977 

4,480 

672 

5,152 

The  examinations  were  extremely  easy;  more  like  those  for 
pupils  passing  from  the  third  to  the  fourth  grade,  than  those 
for  teachers  of  such  pupils.  They  will  never  be  so  again.  In 
the  examinations  for  1902,  those  for  the  first  grade  should  be  very 
much  more  difficult  than  those  of  this  year,  and  those  of  the  second 
grade  correspondingly  more  difficult  than  those  of  the  first  grade. 

Although  there  were  reasons  for  having  the  examinations  of 
this  year  easy,  they  were  much  too  easy.  Of  the  3,600  teachers, 
all  but  a  small  portion  of  them  had  never  been  examined.  It 
was  for  them  an  entirely  new  experience.  They  did  not  know 
what  to  expect.  They  were  greatly  frightened.  Consequently, 
in  this  first  examination,  they  were  assisted  as  much  as  possible. 
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The  results,  however,  show  that  they  were  assisted  more  than 
was  necessary.  Out  of  5,125  examined  4,462  were  approved  and 
to-day  hold  certificates  to  teach.  There  are  3,600  teachers 
employed  in  the  Island;  the  surplus  is  unnecessarily  great,  and 
the  problem  of  the  examinations  for  the  coming  year  is  to  select 
the  4,000  best  teachers  from  the  4,462  that  to-day  hold  certificates. 
Many  Teachers  are  now  Employed  who  are  not  Qualified  to  Teach. — It 
cannot  be  denied  that  there  are  scores  of  teachers  in  the  public 
schools  to-day,  who  have  not  the  first  qualification  of  a  teacher. 
I  have  seen  them  in  almost  every  district  of  the  Island.  Teach- 
ers without  educational  qualifications,  teachers  without 
personal  qualifications,  and  even  teachers  without  sufficient 
moral  qualifications.  It  is  the  task  of  the  examiner  to  eliminate 
them.  His  work  is  most  important  and  difficult.  It  requires 
exceptional  ability,  great  courage,  and  impartial  judgment.  By 
next  year  the  Provincial  Superintendents  should  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  teachers  of  their  Provinces,  where  this  year  it 
was  at  best  imperfect,  and  the  task  of  selecting  Boards  of 
Examiners  should  be  comparatively  easy.  In  their  visits  to  the 
various  schools  of  their  Provinces,  they  should  constantly  have 
this  work  in  mind  and  thus  be  ready  to  make  these  appointments 
when  the  time  comes.  The  present  plan  of  examinations  needs 
no  change,  but  a  more  careful  execution  of  the  plan  is  necessary. 

Appointment  of  Teachers. 

Instructions  given  to  Boards  of  Education. — During  the  summer 
Boards  of  Education  were  admonished  individually  and  col- 
lectively that  they  should  be  guided  in  the  selection  of  teachers 
for  the  coming  school  year,  only  by  considerations  for  the 
improvement  of  the  public  schools  of  their  respective  districts; 
that  personal  likes  and  dislikes,  political  affiliations,  and  family  or 
social  connections  should  not  be  considered,  and  it  was  to  be 
inferred  that  a  disregard  of  such  indications  would  be  dealt  with 
summarily.  From  the  day  that  the  present  school  law  was  enforced, 
Boards  of  Education  have  been  constantly  advised  to  exclude 
from  their  deliberations  all  political  questions,  and  to  disregard 
all  influences  of  a  political,  family,  or  social  nature. 

By  means  of  official  communications,  the  public  press,  and 
popular  indignation  it  should  have  been  perfectly  clear  to  Boards 
of  Education  that  the  honest  and  thinking  public  was  not  in  a 
frame  of  mind  to  tolerate  a  perversion  of  their  important  official 
powers  to  obtain  a  personal  end. 
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Corruption  of  some  Boa  vols.—  IS!  ot  withstanding  all  this,  it  \yao 
clearly  proven  as  the  school  year  drew  to  an  end  and  teachers 
were  being  appointed  for  the  coining  term  that  many  Boards  of 
Education  had  completely  disregarded  these  indications,  were 
entirely  lacking  in  official  justice,  had  forgotten  their  duty  to  the 
people  who  elected  them,  had  abused  their  official  position  and 
power  that  they  might  give  a  salaried  position  to  a  relative 
or  a  political  friend,  whatever  might  be  his  ability,  and  a 
few  were  so  devoid  of  official  morality  as  to  employ  outcasts  from 
society  as  teachers. 

From  the  organization  of  the  present  school  system  until  the 
end  of  this  school  year,  there  had  been  no  general  change  in  the 
personnel,  and  it  was  the  same  in  August,  1901,  as  in  December, 
1899,  with  the  exception,  of  changes  due  to  resignation,  etc.  The 
present  school  law  provides  that  contracts  with  teachers  shall,  be 
made  for  not  longer  periods  than  a  year  and  shall  terminate  on 
August  31st  of  each  school  year.  Thus  the  contracts  of  the 
various  Boards  of  Education  with  the  3,600  teachers  of  the 
Island  terminated  on  August  31st,  1901 .  As  a  result  of  the 
unprecedented  growth  of  the  system  in  the  beginning  from  a  few 
hundred  teachers  to  more  than  3,000  in  two  or  three  mouths, 
these  teachers  were  not  chosen  with  any  great  amount  of  care 
and  were  not  subject  to  any  examination.  No  doubt  favoritism, 
etc.,  had  in  many  instances  much  more  to  do  with  a  teacher's 
appointment  than  his  ability  or  training  as  a  teacher.  Naturally, 
a  very  large  part  of  this  number  should  never  have  been  employed 
and  it  would  have  been  better  for  all  concerned  had  they 
continued  their  original  profession,  whatever  that  may  have  been. 
Notwithstanding  these  conditions,  which  were  perfectly  well 
known,  they  were  all  protected  in  their  positions  for  considerably 
more/  than,  a  year*,  and  were  given,  every  opportunity  to  prove 
their  worth..  It  was  not  until  the  summer  of  1901,  after  having 
taught  two  years,  that  they  were  required  to  examine  themselves, 
and  then  the  examination  was  so  easy  as  to  be  almost  a  farce,  as 
has  been  explained  already  stills;  many  of  them  failed  to  pass  this 
examination.  The  good  salaries  regularly  paid,  and  other  like 
advantages  of  Cuban,  teachers,  led  scores  of  young  men  and 
women,  not  teaching,  to  prepare  for  and  present  themselves  at 
these  examinations. 

As  a  result,  there  were  in  the  Island,  in  August  of  1901,  twice 
as  many  persons  holding  teachers'  certificates  as  there  were 
schools  for  them.  As  stated  above,  many  of  those  who  had  been 
teaching  for  two  years  had  not  the  faintest  idea  of  what   was 
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eJpected  of  them  in  the  beginning,  and  for  one  reason  or  another 
had  not  a  much  more  definitely  formed  idea  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  many  of  them  could  wisely  be 
replaced  by  new  teachers. 

With  the  termination  of  all  contracts,  on  the  31st  of  August. 
Boards  of  Education  were  given  this  opportunity  to  rid  themselves 
of  worthless  material,  a.,  dead  weight  which  they  had  been 
carrying  for  two  years,  and  to  replace  it  with  new  and  promising 
material,  although  untried.  Borne  Boards  of  Education  made  no 
use  whatever  of ,  this,  their  most  important  function,  and  re- 
employed their  old  teachers  when  some  of  them  should  have  been 
replaced.  They  formed  one  extreme.  Others,  inspired  by  a 
most  enviable  desire  to  do  their  duty,  studied  the  question  with 
the  care,  calmness,  and  lack  of  prejudice  and  partiality  that  it 
deserved  and  were  able  to  make  use  of  their  authority  to  replace 
poor  teachers  with  good  ones.  / 

The  third  class,  actuated  apparently  by  no  other  than  mercenary 
reasons,  made  changes  utterly  regardless  of  the  ability  of  the 
teachers  in  question.  Boards  of  Education  of  one  political  party 
would  dismiss  their  best  teachers  for  no  other  reason  than  thai 
they  or  their  family  were  political  enemies  and  their  places  were 
filled  with  teachers  whose  only  claim  appeared  to  be  that  they 
were  political  friends  to  the  Board  of  Education.  In  other  in- 
stances, w^hich  came  under  my  notice,  good  teachers  were  dis- 
missed to  make  room  for  relatives  of  the  Board  of  Education.  In  one 
or  two  instances,  about  the  only  reason  all  the  brothers  and 
sisters  and  cousins  of  the  Board  of  Education  were  not  given 
positions  was  that  there  were  not  positions  enough  to  go 
around. 

Appointment  of  Investigating  Commission.- -This  deplorable  con- 
dition of  affairs  led  me  to  publish  the  following  Circular,  appoint- 
ing a  Commission  of  three  members  to  investigate  these  cases: 

(  Translation. ) 

Circular  no.    36. 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools, 

Island  of  Cuba. 

Havana,  August  Pint,  1901. 

A.  Commission  composed  of  three  members  is  hereby  provided 
for  and  appointed  to  investigate  and  report  upon  such  complaints 
as  may  be  referred  to  it,  which  have  as  their  cause  the  appoint- 
ment of  teachers  for  the  school  year  1901-1902. 
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This  Commission  will  be  composed  of  the  Provincial  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Province  in  which  the  investigation  is  being  made, 
as  President  of  the  Commission,  and  Messrs.  Pedro  Modesto  Her- 
nández, President  of  the  School  Council  of  Cienfuegos,  and  Arturo 
E.  Diaz,  Director  of  the  school  periodical  "La Escuela  Moderna," 
published  in  this  capital. 

The  members  of  the  Commission  will  be  guided  by  such  in- 
structions as  they  may  receive  from  this  office,  and  will  report 
the  facts  as  they  find  them,  to  the/  Commissioner  of  Public 
Schools,  for  such  action  as  the  Commissioner  may  see  fit  to  take. 

Matthew-  E.  Hank  a, 

Aide-de-Camp, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

Instructions  given  the  Investigating  Commission.— I  instructed  the 
President  of   the   Commission  as  follows: 

In  investigating  the  complaints  against  any  Board  of  Education 
made  by  a  teacher  or  teachers,  or  other  persons,  which  is  basied  on 
a  claim  of  injustice  in  the  appointment  of  teachers  for  the  school 
year  1901-1902,  you  will  act  on  the  principle  that  the  recommenda- 
tions, appointments,  and  action  of  the  Board  of  Education  are  cor- 
rect and  just,  until  it  is  clearly  proven  to  the  contrary.  In  other 
words,  the  burden  of  proof  lies  with  the  person  or  persons  making 
the  complaint,  and  the  Committee  making  the  investigation.  You 
will  not  limit  your  action  to  taking  such  information  as  is 
voluntarily  presented,  but  shall  use  every  means  at  your  com- 
mand to  secure  all  the  facts  in  the  case.  You  will  take  into 
consideration  that,  in  many  instances,  Boards  of  Education 
have  acted  in  perfect  good  faith  in  dismissing  teachers  employed 
during  the  past  school  year  and  in  replacing  them  by  others 
who  have  not  been  so  employed. 

Under  the  present  school  law,  the  task  of  selecting  the  best 
teachers  from  those  that  present  themselves  as  candidates  is  left 
almost  entirely  to  the  good  judgment  of  Boards  of  Education.  It 
is  the  most  difficult  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  important 
work  of  the  Boards  of  Education,  and  where  it  is  clear  that  they 
have  been  guided  by  what  they  considered  the  best  interests  of 
public  education  in  their  districts,  their  action  should  be  support- 
ed. If  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  this  is  to  be  left  to  the 
judgment  of  Boards  of  Education  they  must  receive  the  hearty 
support  of  their  superiors,  when  their  actions  have  been  for  the 
public  good,  although  they  may  have  used  bad  judgment;  and 
they  must  receive  a  speedy  punishment  when  they  have  been 
guided  by  personal,  political  or  family  interests. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  have  to  combat  a  feeling  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers  of  the  Island,  that  once  in  posession  of  a  school 
they  have  obtained  the  right  to  maintain  possession  of  the  same 
whatever  may  be  their  capabilities,    and  that  any  action  on  the 
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mart  of  a  Board  of  Education  which:  results  im  their  removal  and 
replacement  by  other  teachers,  or  a  reduction  in  their  salaries, 
tor  a  change  of  location  of  school  is  an  injustice  done  them  by  the 
.¡Board  of  Education.  At  the  same  time,  you  will  have  to  contend 
against  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  Boards  of  Education  to  show 
¡favoritism  toward  some,  to  the  injustice  of  others,  due  to  various 
reasons  and  influences  other  than  the  capabilities  of  the  teacher. 
Yoir  should  be  largely  guided  in  your  decisions  by  the  abilities 
of  the  different  teachers,  their  reputation,  etc.  Between  two 
teachers,  one  of  whom  has  been  teaching,  and  another  who  has 
not,  and  the  ability  of  the  one,  as  shown  by  evidence,  is  the  same 
as  that  of  the  other,  the  teacher  formerly  in  possession  of  the 
school  is  to  be  preferred;  however,  if  the  teacher  newly  appointed 
is  known  to  be  far  superior  to  the  one  displaced,  the  fact  that 
the  teacher  displaced  has  been  in  possession  of  the  school  should 
not  work  in  his  favor. 

Report  of  Commission  on  Appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Education 
■of  Bejucal. — On  August  27th,  the  Commission  investigated  the 
win  plaints  that  had  been  made  against  the  Board  of  Education 
óf  Bejucal  and  reported  as  follows: 

(  Translation. ) 

-!Mavanar  August  28th^  1901. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

«ir:— 

The  undersigned,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  your 
Circular  'No.  36,  proceeded  yesterday,  Tuesday,  to  the  town  of 
Bejucal  to  investigate  the  reasons  of  the  Board  of  Edu cation  of 
that  District  for  not  appointing,  for  the  coining  school  year, 
■eleven  of  the 'teachers  employed  during  the  present  year. 

The'  Commission  can  conscientiously  state,  as-  a  result  of  .  its 
investigation,  that  in  such  action  there  have  been  no  other  rea- 
sons than  politics:  although  it  is  true  that  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  stated  that  five  of  these  teachers  -were  not 
employed  because  of  immorality,  such  an  assertion  has  not  been 
proven  in  a  clear  and  evident  manner.  The  members  of  the 
national  Party  credit  the  rumor,  but  do  not  -affirm  it,  whilst 
those  of  the  Republican  Party  deny  it  in  a  most  peremptory 
manner.  Of  this  same  way  of  thinking  is  Mr.  Juan  Travieso, 
Director  of  Subdistrict  No.  2,  and  the  only  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education  that  takes  any  interest  in  the  schools  of  Bejucal, 
although  his  efforts  are  lost  as  they  are  not  seconded  by  those  of 
his  colleagues. 

All  the  persons  whom  we  have  interrogated  on  the  subject 
agree  on  the  point  that  the  competency  of  the   various  teachers 
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not  reappointed  is  far  superior  to  that  of  those  who  have  been 
appointed. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  of  Bejucal  has  caused  us  great 
pain.  They  are  in  a  state  of  general  disorder.  The  desks  have 
not  been  fastened  to  the  floor  and  the  books,  pens,  boxes  of  chalk 
pads,  everything  in  fact,  are  strewn  on  the  floors  of  the  school 
nouses,  while  the  janitors  are  utterly  indifferent,  as  they  neither' 
sweep  the  houses  nor  dust  the  furniture,  nor  fulfill  any  of  their 
duties. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  is  not  fit  for  the 
position,  about  which  it  appears  he  only  troubles  himself  when 
the  time  comes  to  receive  his  monthly  salary. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  the  undersigned  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  measures : 

1st. — To  order  the  dismissal  of  the  President  and  all  members 
of  the  present  Board  of  Education  of  Bejucal,  with  the  single 
exception  of  Sr.  Juan  Travieso. 

2d. — That  steps  be  taken  to  prevent  the  employment  of  the 
following  teachers,  because  some  are  very  old,  and  others  have 
not  the  ability  nor  experience  to  enable  them  to  teach:  E".  1ST.  • 
IN".  N.;ST.  N.;K  N".;  ST.  N.;  K  N.;  N.  MT. ;  K.  N". ;  K  N. ;  N".  tf.  | 
'N.  N. 

3d. — To  order  the  dismissal  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  all  of  the  janitors. 

Very  respectfully, 

Alfredo  Aguayo.— Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  R.  Días. 

Action  taken. — The  first  two  recommendations  of  the  Commis- 
sion were  approved  by  the  Military  Governor.  The  third  was 
left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Education  which  was  to  be 
formed.     On   September    3d  I  addressed  the  President   of   the 

Commission  as  follows: 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  as  a  result  of  the  investi- 
gation recently  made  in  Bejucal  by  the  Commission  of  which  you 
are  President,  the  Military  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  dictate 
the  following: 

First. — That  with  the  single  exception  of  Sr.  Juan  Travieso, 
Director  of  subdi strict  No.  2,  all  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Bejucal  be  dismissed  for  serious  abuse  of  the  au- 
thority which  the  La  w  confers  upon  them,  with  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  teachers. 

Second. — That  the  successors  of  the  members  thus  expelled  be 
appointed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Investigating  Committee. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  order,  the  investigating  Com- 
mittee will  proceed  to  Bejucal  with  the  least  possible  delay  and 
determine  what  persons  it  shall  recommend  to  this  Office  to  fill 
the  positions  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  that  dis- 
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tríct,  specifying  at  the  same  time  the  numbers  of  years  which 
each  has  to  serve.  Each  of  these  members  must  be  a  resident  of 
the  subdistrict  which  he  represents  in  the  Board.  After  these 
appointments  have  been  made  the  Board  of  Education  shall  or- 
gaiiize  itself  definitely,  electing  its  President  and  appointing  its 
Secretary. 

As  the  object  of  the  investigation  made  by  the  Commission  lias 
been  not  only  to  punish,  if  necessary,  but  also  to  annul  any  in- 
justice which  may  have  been  committed  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  making  the  appointments  of  teachers  for  the  present 
school  year,  the  Commission  over  which  you  preside  should  in- 
dicate to  the  Board  of  Education  of  Bejucal  whatever  changes  it 
may  be  advisable  to  make  in  the  appointments  of  teachers,  inform- 
ing this  office  of  such  indications. 

Appointment  of  a  New  Board. — On  September  4th,  the  Commis- 
sion replied  to  this  letter  as  follows: 

(  Translation. ) 

Havana,  September  4?  1901. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Pub  lie  Schools. 

Sir:— 

The  undersigned,  in  compliance  with  your   instructions,    pro- 
ceeded this  morning,  Wednesday,  to  Bejucal   so  as  to  select  the. 
persons    who   shall   constitute   the   new  Board  of  said  district. 
The  principal  members  of  the  different  political  parties  have 
recommended  us  the  following  persons: 

José  Maria  Gispert,  Municipal  Doctor, 
Lorenzo  Valdés  Rodriguez, 
Arcadio  Garcia, 
Higinio  Maten, 
all  belonging  to  the  National  party. 

Isidro  Zertucha, 
Luis  Campuzano, 
members  of  the  Republican  party. 

Benito  Aroca, 
Santos  Suárez, 
of  the  "Democratic  party. 

Eduardo  Pina,  a  Populist,  and 

Juan  Montalvo,    who  does   not   belong  to   any   party   what- 
soever. 

The  undersigned,  after  hearing  the  mentioned  persons,  recom- 
mends to   you  the  appointment  of  the  following,   who,   together 
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with  Sr.  Juan  Travieso,  will  constitute  the  new  Board  of  Educa- 
tion: Isidro .  Zertucha,  Subdistrict  No.  1,  term  of  service,  two 
years;  Higinio  Mateu,  Subdistrict  ]STo.  .3,  term  of  service,  three 
years;  Lorenzo  Valdés  Rodriguez,  Subdistrict  No.  4,  term  of 
service,  2  years;  Benito  Aroca,  Subdistrict  No.  5,  term  of  service, 
three  years;  Santos  Suárez,  Subdistrict  No.  6,  term  of  service, 
one  year. 

Very  respectfully , 

Alfredo  Aguayo. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  R.  Diaz. 

The  Board  of  Education  was  appointed  as  recommended  in  the. 
above  letter. 

Report  of  Commission  on  Appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation of  Santa  Maña  del  Rosario. — On  August  29th,  the  complaints 
against  the  Board  of  Education  of  Santa  Maria  del  Rosario  were 
investigated  and  the  next  day  the  Commission  reported  as 
follows: 

(  Translation.) 

Havana,  August  30th.  190] . 
The  Commissioner  of  Pah  lie  Schools. 
Sir: 

In  compliance  with  your  order,  the  .'.undersigned  proceeded 
yesterday,  Thursday,  to  the  Municipal  District  of  Santa  Maria 
del  Rosario. 

After  the  careful  investigation  made  it  results : 

That  the  Board  of  Education  has  not  appointed  for  the  coming 
school  year  N.  N.,  N.  N.,  N.  N.,  in  order  to.  give  some  of  these 
position»  to  the  relatives  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, and  others  to  political  friends  as  a  reward  for  services 
rendered  during  the  last  elections.  It  has  also  been  proven  that 
the  removal  of  the  teacher  N.  N.  to  a  school  situated  in  the 
barrio  of  Cotorro  is  due  to  a  similar  reason. 

All  the  persons  interrogated  by  the  Commission,  not  excepting 
members  of  the  Republican  party,  in  whose  interests  the  ap- 
pointments of  teachers  have  been  made,  declare  that  the  teachers 
not  reappointed  have  more  competency,  practice,  and  experience 
in  pedagogical  matters  than  those  chosen  to  substitute  them,  and 
so  it  is  in  fact.  Competent  teachers  of  good  physical  constitution 
and  of  pleasing  appearance  have  been  substituted  by  ignorant 
persons,  sickly  looking  and  of  unpleasant  aspect. 

However,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education,  declares  that 
the  incompetency  of  teacher  N.  N.  has  been  proven  by  the. 
way  in  which  she  made  her  monthly  reports,  w7hich  have  been 
returned  to  her  such  a  number  of  times  that  she  has  been  obliged 
to  buy  froni  teacher  N.  N.  the  blanks  on  which  said  reports  are 


i'1'  61 

fpffl&e;    but  this  is   denied  by  the  Secretary. of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
zca**011* 

P     The  Commission,,  as  a  result  of  its  investigation,  recommends 
»  to  you  the  adoption  of  the  following  measures: 

;  1st.— The  dismissal  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
of  Santa  Maria  del  Rosario,  Sr.  José  Pons,  for  making  use  of  his 
position  on  behalf  of  his  relations  and  political  friends. 

2d.— That  orders  be  issued  to  the  effect  that  teachers  X.  "N\, 
jST.  K.?  and  J\r.  K ,  be  appointed  as  such,  for  the  coming  school 
year. 

3d. — That  orders*  be  issued  to  the  effect  that  teacher  1ST.  N. 
remain  as  director  of  a  school  in  the  City  of  Santa  Maria  del  Ro- 
sario, and  that  the  same  measure  be  taken  in  regard  to  teacher 
JT.  ]S~.  of  the  same  school. 

4th. — To  take  whatever  steps  be  necessary  to  insure,  for  the 
time  being,  that  the  teachers  N.  JL,  N.  is".,  and  K  K,  be  not 
reappointed,  on  account  of  the  youthfumess  of  the  last  two 
mentioned,  and  of  the  entire  lack  of  pedagogical- knowledge  and 
experience  of  all  of  them. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Alfredo  Aguayo, — Pedro  Modesto   Hernández. — Arturo  R.  Díaz. 

Action  taken. — The  first  of  these  recommendations  was  approved 
by  the  Military  Governor  and  duly  carried  into  effect.  The 
remaining  recommendations  were  transmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Education  after  the  appointment  of  the  new  President,  and  were 
duly  carried  into  effect. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Commission,  Basilio  García  Osuna 
was  appointed  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  the  place 
of  José  Pons. 

Report  of  Commission  on  the  Appointments  made  by  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Güira  de  Melena.— On  September  1st,  the  Commission 
investigated  the  complaints  against  the  Board  of  Education  of 
Güira  de  Melena  and  made  the  following  report  and  recom- 
mendations : 

(  Translation. ) 

Havana,  September  2d,  1901. 
To  the  (Jo mmissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
Sir: 

» The  undersigned,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions, 
proceeded  yesterday,  Sunday,  to  Güira  de  Melena,  to  ascertain 
the  reasons  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  not  reappointing  sev- 
eral of .  the  teachers  employed,  during  the  school,  year  just  ter- 
minated, - 
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From  the  statements  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  other  members   of  the  Board,    and  those   of  several 

teachers,  it  appears  that  the  teachers  Is, '1ST.,  1ST.  N".  and  1ST.  K. 
have  not  been  reappointed  because  of  their  worthlessness,  proven 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Mr.  'N.~N.  has  not  been  reappointed,  first,  because  in  the  class- 
room he  struck  a  child  in  the  forehead,  wounding  him;  second, 
because  he  liad  a  squabble  one  day  (entered  into  a  dispute)  with 
another  teacher,  in  the  presence  of  the  children,  in  which  he 
made  use  of  unfit  and  improper  language;  third,  because  in  his 
class  a  child  wounded  another  with  a  knife;  fourth,  on  account 
of  his  adherence  to  the  antiquated  methods  which  he  employs  in 
his  school;  and  fifth,  because  he  lacks  the  necessary  ability  to 
govern  a  school. 

Several  persons  of  the  town  and  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Education  believe  that  the  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the 
town  is  too  great  and  that  the  number  employed  in  the  rural 
districts,  where  the  school  population  has  increased,  is  too  small. 

Three  physicians,  one  of  whom  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  informed  the  Commission  of  the  very  bad  hygienic  con- 
dition of  the  school  established  in  the  building  in  which  the  cock 
fights  were  formerly  held,  a  statement  which  was  verified  by  the 
Commission  on  its  visit  to  the  building,  which  belongs  to  a  relat- 
ive of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

Several  persons  have  also  declared  that  the  Board  proceeded 
illegally  in  the  last  elections. 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  appointment  of  teachers,  some  partiality 
or  fear  was  shown  by  the  Board  of  Education,  since  on  the  one 
hand  it  raised  the  teacher  ~N.  ~N. ,  a  relative  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board,  to  the  rank  of  Principal  and  gave  the  best  positions  to 
persons  of  advanced  age  or  lack  of  culture;  it  on  the  other  hand 
gave  inferior  positions  to  teachers  of  talent,  professional  culture, 
and  devotion  to  the  profession,  such,  as  Mr.  IS".  1ST. 

Some  persons  attribute  this  fact  to  political  questions,  but  we 
are  not  of  that  opinion,  because  if  such  had  been  the  case  the 
Board  would  not  have  appointed,  as  it  has,  several  teachers,  who 
belong  to  the  Republican  party. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  the  Commission  respectfully  recom- 
mends to  you  the  adoption  of  the  following  measures. 

1st.  That  the  non-appointment  of  teachers  IS".  ~N. ,  N.  N.  • 
]Sr.  'N.,  and  £T.  ~N.  be  approved,  as  the  Board  acted  wisely  sub- 
stituting them  by  others. 

2d.  That  the  Board  be  informed  that  Mr.  N.  INT.,  relative  of 
the  Secretary,  is  not  fitted  to  be  either  a  teacher  or  a  principal, 
and  that  he  be  substituted  by  a  person  who  is  so  fitted. 

3d.  That  the  Board  be  also  informed  that  teachers  N.  N.. 
E".  W.,  and  N".  X.  should  be  employed  as  principals,  instead  of 
others  who  are  not  so  competent. 

4th.  That  the  number  of  teachers  in  the  town  be  reduced  to 
20  and  that  the  remainder  be  removed  to  the  rural  districts,  where 
there  are  many  children  who  are  not  receiving  any  instruction ;  and 
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5th:     That  the  Secretary  be  reprimanded   for  the  very  poor 
condition  in  which  we  have  found   the  school  books  and  furnit- 
ure, and  because  he  takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics. 
Very  respectfully. 

Alfredo  Aguayo. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  R.  Díaz. 

,     Action  taken.— The  neeesary  instructions   were  given   to  secure 
prompt  compliance  with  these  recommendations. 

Report  of  Commission  on  the  Appointments  made  by  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Remedios. — -On  September  8th  and  9th,  the  Commis- 
sion investigated  the  complaints  against  the  Board  of  Education 
pf  Remedios  and  reported  as  follows: — 

(Translation.) 

Remedios,  September  9,  1901. 
'  To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
Sib: 

The  undersigned,  organized  themselves  day  before  yesterday, 
Saturday,  at  Remedios,  to  investigate  the  reasons  had  by  the 
Board  of  Education  for  not  reappointing  several  of  the  teachers 
employed  during  the  school  year  which  has  just  expired. 

From  the  investigation  made  it  appears  that  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation is  composed  of  persons  .  selected  by  the  popular  vote  and 
of  three  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Education,  to  substitute  three 
members  who  resigned,  to  all. intents  to  avoid  taking  action  on  a 
complaint  made  to  the  Board  by  Dr.  ~N.  N".,  against  teacher  ]ST. 
N.?  one  of  the  teachers  reappointed. 

Politics  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  matter,  although  it  is  so 
stated  by  the  Municipal  Mayor,  and  by  several  members  of  the 
Republican  party.     The  facts  of  the  case  are  as  follows: 

Dr.  ~N.  ]ST, ,  who  is  a  personal  enemy  of  teacher  1ST.  N '. ,  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  position  of  Director  of  a  subdistriet,  which  he 
fills,  requested  the  Board,  to  which  he  does  not  belong,  to  annul 
the  contract  it  had  entered  into  with  the  above  mentioned  teacher, 
because  during  the  late  war  said  teacher  had  committed  acts 
considered  as 'inhuman  by  the  complainant.  Teacher  K.  1ST. 
proved  that  these  charges  were  false,  whereupon  two  members  of 
the  Board,  friends  of  Dr.  JST.,  and  another  member,  preferred  to 
resign  their  positions  rather  than  do  justice  to  the  teacher  in 
question.  The  resignations  of  these  members  were  accepted  and 
successors  appointed  to  fill  their  places.  The  Doctor's  friends, 
seeing  that  they  had  lost  positions  of  authority  and  distinction, 
did  all  they  could  to  obtain  them  again. 

As  regards  the  appointment  of  teachers ;  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation has  acted  with  great  partiality.  Whilst  on  the  one  hand 
it  has  appointed  teachers  without  culture  and  experience  to  fill 
good  positions,  it  has  given  less  important  positions  to  other 
persons  who  had  good  records  in  their  profession,  or  has  failed 
altogether  to  make  use  of  their  services. 


"'64 

The  Commission  found  the  schools  in  "very  bad  condition 
showing  that  the  Board  did  not  pay  any  attention  to.  a  mat- 
ter of  such  importance. 

With  one  exception,  no  written  contracts  have  been  entered 
into  with  the  owners  of  houses  rented  for  school  purposes.  Many 
school  desks  have  not  been  set  up,  others  have  not  been  fastened 
to  the  .floor,  and  there  are  a  great  many  broken  or  thrown  away. 

The  Commission,  as  a  result  of  its  investigation,  respectfully 
recommends  to  you  the  adoption  of  the  following  measures: 

First:  That  the  twelve  subdistriets  into  which  the  town  of 
Eemedios  is  at  present  divided  be  reduced  to  six. 

Second:  That  the  present  Board  of  Education  be  dismissed 
because  it  is  not  constituted  according  to  Law,  and  a  new  one  be 
appointed  in  conformity  with  the  new  division  recommended. 
Almost  all  the  members  of  the  Board  live  outside  of  the  subdis- 
tricts which  they  respectively  represent. 

Third:     That  the  Board  be  ordered  to  retain  X.  X.  as  teacher. 

Fourth:  That  the  teacher  1ST.  IN",  be  reappointed  because 
although  it  be  true  that  a  complaint  was  made  against  him  last 
year,  it  is  no  less  true  that  the  same  was  done  with  teachers  X. 
X.,  and  IS".  X.  who  have  been  reappointed.  What  has  been  said 
about  this  teacher  to  the  effect  that  he  was  reprimanded  on  ac- 
count of  the  way  in  which  he  posted  his  register  has  not  been  prov- 
en. On  the  contrary,  the  register  of  the  afore  mentioned  teacher 
is  one  of  those  most  cleanly  kept. 

Fi fth :  That  the  Board  be  ordered  to  substitute  teach ers  X .  X . , 
X.  1ST.  and  1ST.  X.  with  teachers  X.  X.,  X.  X.  and  X.  X.,  giving 
the  position  filled  at  present  by  the  last  mentioned  teacher  to 
teacher  X.  X. 

Sixth:     That 'teacher  X.  X.  be  transferred  to  a  school  for  girls. 

Seventh :  That  there  be  appointed  to  substitute  teach  ers  X .  X . , 
and  X.  X.,  twc  teachers  of  experience  and  of  more  age,  for  the 
reason  that  these  schools  are  ■.distant  from  the  town  and  cannot 
he :  easily  inspected. 

'  'Eighth:  •  That  "the  ^  salaries   of  teachers' X.  X.,    and  X.  X.,be 
■reduced  .-tO' $30. 

Xinth:  That  ■  school  Xo.  7  be  consolidated  with. ": school  Xo.  2 
and  that  the  house  occupied  by  the  former  be  abandoned. 

'Tenth:  That  the  non-reappointrnent  of  teachers  X.  X.,  N.  X. 
and  X.  X.  be  approved,  as  the  Board  acted  wisely  in  substituting 
them  by  others. 

Eleventh:  That  the  present  -Secretary  of  the  Board  be 
reprimanded  for  the  following  reasons: — First:  'because 'he  does 
not  keep  his  book  of  minutes  in  accordance  with  regulations,  the 
minutes  being  found  in  exercise  books,  unnumbered;  Second: 
because  the  papers  of  this  office  Avere  not  in  order;  and  Third: 
because  he  has  not  paid  the  slightest  attention  to  the  school 
furniture  and  material. 

Very  respectfully, 

Fidel  Miró. — Pedro  yMM,6do:H&r%árídez.~ 'Arturo  "R,  .Diaz- 
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'!<  Action  taken.- — In  view  of  these  recommendations,  the  following 
letter  was  written  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
Remedios,  September  12th, 

Havana,  September  12,  1901. 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
''■  Remedios. 

Sib: 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  as  a  result  of  the  investi- 
gation made  by  the  Commission  appointed  by  Circular  No.  36  of 
this  Office,  the  Commision  has  determined  upon  the  following 
recommendations: 

1st:  That  the  twelve  subdistricts  into  which  the  town  of  Re- 
medios is  at  present  divided  be  reduced  to  six. 

2d:  That  the  present  Board  of  Education  be  dismissed  because 
it  is  not  constituted  according  to  Law,  and  that  a  new  one  be  ap- 
pointed in  conformity  with  the  new  division  recommended.  Almost 
all  the  members  of  the  Board  live  outside  of  the  subdistricts  which 
they  respectively  represent. 

3rd:     That  the  Board  be  ordered  to  retain  X.  1ST.  as  teacher. 

4th:  That  the  teacher  X.  X.  be  reappointed  because,  although 
it  be  true  that  a  complaint  was  made  against  him  last  year, 
it  is  not  less  true  that  the  same  was  done  with  teachers  X.  X. , 
and  X.  X.',  who  have  been  reappointed. 

Fifth:     That  the  Board  be  ordered  to  substitute  teachers  1ST.  X. , 

X.  X.,    and   X.    X.    with  the  teachers  X.  X.,  X.  X.  and  X.X. 

giving  the  position  filled  at  present  by  the  last  mentioned  teacher 

to  teacher  X.  X. 

:  Sixth:     That  teacher  X.  X.  be  transferred  to  a  school  for  girls. 

Seventh:  That  there  be  appointed  to  substitute  teachers  X. X. , 
and  X.  X.,  two  teachers  of  experience  and  of  more  age,  for  the 
reason  that  these  schools  are  distant  from  the  town  and  cannot 
be  easily  inspected. 

■■■  Eighth:  That  the  salaries  of  teachers  X.  X.,  and  X.  X.,  be 
reduced  to  $30. 

Xinth:  That  school  Xo.  7  be  consolidated  with  school  Xo.  2 
and  that  the  house  occupied  by  the  former  be  abandoned. 

Tenth:  That  the  non~reappointxnent  of  teachers  X.X.,  X.X. 
and  X.  X.  be  approved,  as  the  Board  acted  wisely  in  substituting 
them  by  others. 

Eleventh:  That  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Board  be  re- 
primanded for  the  following  reasons:  First:  because  he  does 
not  keep  his  book  of  minutes  in  accordance  with  regulations,  as 
the  minutes  are  found  in  exercise  books,  unnumbered;  Second: 
because  the  papers  of  his  office  where  not  in  order;  and  Third: 
because  he  has  not  paid  the  slightest  attention  to  the  school 
furniture  and  material. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  report  made  by  the 
Investigating   Commission,  it    has  been  found   that  all   of  the 
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above  recommendations  are  just  and  based  on  facts  as  determined 
by  the  investigation  and  they  meet  with  the  complete  approval 
of  this  office. 

In  addition  to  the  above  recommendations,  the  Commission 
states  in  its  report  the  following: 

uAs  regards  the  appointment  of  teachers,  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion has  acted  with  great  partiality.  Whilst  on  the  one  hand  it 
has  appointed  teachers  without  culture  and  experience  to  fill  good 
positions,  it  has  given  less  important  positions  to  other  persona 
who  had  good  records  in  their  profession,  or  has  failed  altogether 
to  make  use  of  their  services. 

The  Commission  found  the  schools  in  a  very  bad  condition, 
which  shows  that  the  Board  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  a  matter 
of  such  importance. 

With  one  exception,  no  written  contracts  have  been  entered 
into  with  the  owners  of  houses  rented  for  school  purposes. 

Many  school  desks  have  not  been  set  up,  others  have  not  been 
fastened  to  the  floor,  and  there  are  a  great  many  broken  or 
.thrown  away." 

In  order  to  correct  the  injustice  that  has  been  done  to  certain 
teachers  of  your  district  in  the  appointment  of  teachers  for  the 
present  school  year,  to  remove  any  illegality  which  may  exist  in 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Bemedios  as  it  is  today  formed,  and  to 
place  the  public  schools  of  Bemedios  in  a  more  perfect  and 
eflicient  condition,  you  will  immediately  proceed  as  follows: 

First:  In  returning  to  this  office  the  list  of  teachers  forwarded 
to  you  by  endorsement  of  this  office  August  22nd,  the  following 
provisions  shall  be  made: 

Messrs.  ^ST-HST.  and  N.1ST.  will  remain  in  their  positions  as  teachers. 

Teachers  K  1ST. ,  K.  N".  and  1ST.  N".  will  be  replaced  by  the  fol- 
lowing teachers  respectively,  N.  N.,  !N\  ST.?  and  ~N.  E\  and  put- 
ting in  the  place  of  the  last  mentioned  teacher,  Miss  N.  N. 

1ST.  K.  will  be  removed  to  a  school  for  girls. 

~N.  N.  and  N.  1ST.  will  be  replaced  by  two  teachers  of  experience 
in  teaching  and  of  proper  age,  in  the  schools  to  wrhich  they  were 
assigned  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  Bemedios,  these  schools 
being  some  distance  from  the  city  and  not  being  easy  of  inspec- 
tion. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  IS".  N*.  and  N.  N".  will  be  reduced  to 
thirty  dollars. 

School  ISTo.  7  will  be  united  with  school  No.  2  and  the  house 
occupied  by  School  ~No.  7  will  be  abandoned. 

Contracts  will  not  be  made  with  Is.  N.,  N.  N.  and  Is.  'N. 
since  the  Board  of  Education  proceeded  properly  in  substituting 
them  by  others. 

Second:  Special  pains  will  be  taken  by  your  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to  cause  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  to  comply  with  his  duties 
as  such,  placing  his  records  in  better  order  than  they  have  been, 
up  to  date,  keeping  necessary  books  which  pertain  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  a  Board  of  Education,  supplying  the  wants  of  the  schools 
promptly,  caring  better  for  the  material,  supplies,  etc.,   property 
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of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  in  every  way  complying  with  the 
duties  of  the  office  to   which  he  has  been  appointed. 

Third:  You  will  personally  attend  to  the  correction  of  the 
deplorable  condition  of  the  schools  of  your  district  to  which  at- 
tention has  been  called  earlier  in  this  communication.  Written 
contracts  will  be  made  with  the  owners  of  houses,  reducing'  the 
rent  paid  at  present  where  possible.  Those  school  desks  which 
have  not  been  set  up  as  yet  will  be  placed  in  the  schools,  if  needed. 
Otherwise  this  office  will  be  notifed  and  they  will  be  shipped 
to  other  districts.  The  desks  will  be  immediately  fixed  to  the 
floor  or  board  strips.  An  estimate  will  be  at  once  forward- 
ed to  this  office  covering  the  necessary  expenses,  and  you  will 
proceeded  with  the  work  without  waiting  for  the  approval  of  the 
same. 

Fourth:  After  complying  with  the  above  instructions  you  will 
lend  your  attention  energetically  to  the  correction  of  the  illegal- 
ities which  exist  in  the  constitution  of  your  Board  of  Education 
in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Order  ]NTo.  368.  Each  Director 
of  a  sub  district  must  be  a  resident  of  the  subdistrict  which  he- represente  and 
I  believe  it  advisable  to  reduce  the  number  of  subdistricts  in  your 
Municipal  District.  However  this  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  of  Education. 

Acknowledge  receipt   of  this  letter   and   the  compliance  of  the 
instructions  herein  contained. 
Very  respectfully, 

Matthew  E.  Hajstna, 

Aide-de-  Gamp , 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

Report  on  the  Appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  Car- 
los Rojas. — On  September  10th,  the  Commission  investigated  the 
complaints  made  against  the  Board  of  Education  of  Carlos  Rojas 
and  reported  as  follows: 

(Translation.) 

v  Carlo$  Rojas,  Septemb$r  11,  1901. 

To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
■Sir: 

The  undersigned  proceeded  yesterday  to  the  town  of  Carlos 
Hojas  to  ascertain  the  reasons  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  this 
District  for  not  reappointing  several  of  the  teachers  employed 
during  the  present  school  year. 

From  the  investigation  made  it  appears  that  it  has  not  been, 
the  intention  of  the  Board  to  substitute  bad  or  unworthy  teach- 
ers by  others  with  more  knowledge  and  better  reputation,  but 
that  its  intention  has  been  simply  to  make  positions  for  a  sister 
of  the  President,  a  sister-in-law  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  and 
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another   relative  of   the  •  Secretary  of .  the   Ayuntamiento,    who  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Board, 

The  Commissioners  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  measures,  to  correct  such  an  abuse  of 
authority. 

First:  That  it  be  declared  that  the  Board  acted  wisely  in  not 
reappointing  teachers  JST.Íí".,'  IST.JS1".  and  'N.'N. 

Second:  That  the  contracts  made  with  N.N.,  brother-in-law 
of  the  Secretary,  ]Nr.!N~.,  sister  of  the  President  of  the  Board,  and 
1ST.  1ST,,  sister  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Ayuntamiento,  be  annulled 
and  that  the  Board  be  ordered  to  appoint  other  teachers  of  good 
knowledge  and  experience  in  pedagogical  matters. 

Third:  That  the  remaining  teachers  be  confirmed  in  their  po- 
sitions; and 

Fourth:  That  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  be  reduced  to  $40.00 
inasmuch  as  there  are  but  ten  teachers  in  the  district;  five  in  the 
town  and  the  remaining  in  the  country. 

Very  respectfully, 

Manuel   de   J.    Saez   Medina. —Pedro    Modesto-  Hernández, — Arturo 
R.   Diaz. 

■Action  taken. — These  recommendations  were  approved  and  the 
Board  of  Education  was  instructed  to  proceed  accordingly;  all  of 
the  changes  were  immediately  made. 

Report  on  the  Appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  Jove- 
llanos. — On  September  11th,  the  Commission  made  the  following 
report  of  its  investigation  of  the  complaints  against  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Jovellanos. 

(Translation.) 

Jovellanos,  September  11,  1901. 
To  the  Oommksioncr  of  Public  Schools. 
Sir: 

The  undersigned  Commissioners,  in  compliance  with  your 
instructions,  met  today,  Wednesday,  in  the  town  of  Jovellanos 
to  ascertain  the  reasons  of  the  Board  oí  Education  of  this  district 
for  not  reappointing  several  of  the  teachers  employed  during  the 
past  school  year.  From  the  investigation  made  it  appears  that 
the  Board  of  Education,  in  order  to  give  the  position  of  Secretary 
to  a  brother  of  the  President,  appointed  as  Principal  of  a  public 
school,  the  person  who  had  been  heretofore  filling  the  position 
of  Secretary,  a  combination  by  which  were  ignored  the  services 
of  a  teacher  who  had  been  working  with  interest  and  zeal. 

A  teacher  has  also  not  been  reappointed  so  as  to  give  the  posi- 
tion to  a  relative  of  a  member  of  the  Board. 

A  proof  of  the  injustice  with  which  the  Board  has  acted  is 
shown  by  the  fear  displayed  by  the  Board  when  it  was  kno^m 
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tbat  the  Commission  was  coming  to  investigate  its  action.  On 
the  day  before  our  arrival  the  Board  met  and  reappointed  the 
very  same  teachers  that  had  been  left  out. 

Persons  of  such  stamp,  sir,  should  not  be  found  in  a  Board  of 
Education,  which  should  always  be  confident  of  the  honesty  of 
Its  members. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  President  of  the  Board  is  also  the  Mu- 
nicipal and  Correctional  Judge  of  the  town,  a  position  which 
occupies  all  his  time,  on  which  account,  as  he  himself  declares, 
be  is  unable  to  visit  the  schools.  A  similar  statement  maybe 
made  of  José  Maria  Vilariño  and  Gerardo  Paniagua. 

We  visited  several  of  the  schools.  In  one  of  them  we  found  a 
number  of  the  text  books  formerly  used,  the  employment  of 
which  lias  been  forbidden,  whilst  the  texts  distributed  by  your 
office  wrere  kept  in  the  store  room  of  the  Board  of  Education.  The 
teachers  were  asked  why  they  employed  these  antiquated  books 
and  tliey  answered  that  they  did  so  because  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion permitted  it. 

The  new  Secretary  of  the  Board  is  not  fitted  for  the  position, 
and  the  only  reason  why  he  has  been  appointed  is  because 
he  is  a  brother  of  the  President  of  the  Board. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  recommend,  as  the  means  of  ex- 
tirpating these  abuses,  the  adoption  of  the  following  measures: 

First:  That  Messrs.  Gustavo  Campo,  José  Maria  Vilariño  and 
Gerardo  Paniagua,  Directors  of  subdistricts  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  res- 
pectively, be  dismissed  and  that  they  be  substituted  by  other 
persons  possessing  firmness  of  character  and  opinion  and  interest- 
ed in  the  education  of  the  young. 

Second:  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Francisco  Gómez, 
be  dismissed,  as  he  is  totally  unfit  for  the  position,  to  wdnch  he 
has  been  appointed  merely  because  he  is  a  brother  of  the 
President. 

Third:  That  the  teacher  of  the  school  "Marta  Abren"  be 
reprimanded  for  using  books  which  have  not  been  distributed  by 
the  Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

Fourth:  That  the  appointments  of  teachers  made  by  the 
Board  be  approved,  excepting  that  made  in  favor  of  IN".  1ST.  who 
should  not  be  appointed  a  principal,  but  a  teacher  with  a  monthly 
salary  of  $50.00,  so  as  to  put  her  on  a  par  with  TX.'N.,  teacher  of 
the  school  Marta  Abreu. 

Very  respectfully, 

Manuel  de  J.  Saez  Medina. —Pedro  Modesto   Hernández, — Arturo  R. 
Díaz. 

The  report  was  forwarded  to  the  Military  Governor  with  the 
following  recommendations: 

1st:  '  That  Mr.  Octavio  Gómez  and  Mr.  José  M.-  Vilariño, 
President  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Jovelianos, 
respectively,  be  dismissed  and  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Schools  be  authorised  to  fill  the  vacancies  thus  created. 


2nd:  That  Mr.  Francisco  Gómez,  Secretary  of"  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Jovellanos  be  dismissed  for  incompetency  and  that 
the  newly  appointed  Board  of  Education  of  Jovelianos  be  permit- 
ted  to  select  a  new  Secretary, 

Action  taken. — These  recommendations  were  approved  by  the 
Military  Governor  and  the  changes  were  made. 

Report  on  the  Appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  San 
Nicolás. — On  September  14th. ,  the  complaints  against  the  Board  of 
Education  of  San  Nicolás  were  investigated  by  the  Commissions 
which  reported  as  follows: 

(  Translation. ) 

Havana.  September  1^,  1901. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
Sir: 

The  undersigned,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions 
proceeded  yesterday,  Friday,  to  the  town  of  San  Meólas  to  as- 
certain the  reasons  had  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  that  dis- 
trict for  not  reappointing  for  the  present  school  year,  several  of 
the  teachers  employed  as  such  during  the   year  just   terminated. 

From  the  investigation  made  it  appears  that  the  Board  of 
Education  of  San  Meólas  is  composed  of  Mr.  Ignacio  F.  Pizarro, 
Municipal  Mayor,  of  Agustín  F.  Morris,  Treasurer  of  the  Ayun- 
tamiento and  Plácido  Rubí  and  Ignacio  Zuazo,  members  of  the 
Ayuntamiento,  and  of  Mr.  Manuel  Rodríguez  Febles,  Municipal 
Judge.  As  is  seen,  this  Board  is  composed,  with  the  exception 
of  Sr.  Rodríguez  Febles,  of  persons  over  whom  the  President  of 
the  Board  has  personal  influence  as  all  belong  to  the  Ayunta- 
miento, over  which  he  presides. 

This  is  why  the  Board  of  Education  of  San  Nicolas,  in  defiance 
of  the  Law,  has  appointed  teachers  knowing  perfectly  well  that 
the  persons  thus  appointed  had  either  not  presented  themselves 
for  examination,  or  that  they  had  failed  to  pass  the  examination 
satisfactorily. 

The  testimony  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  proves  this 
statement  in  an  evident  manner.  These  persons  knew  that  Miss 
M  1ST.  a  relative  of  the  President  had  not  presented  herself  for 
examination,  and  that  K  M,  'N.  M,  ET.  1ST.,  N".  K,  1ST.  K,  IS1".  M, 
F.  E". ,  had  failed  to  pass  the  examination  for  the  certificate  of 
the  first  grade,  and  in  spite  of  all  this,  they  were  appointed  as 
teachers  by  the  Board  of  Education,  Further,  a  letter  addressed 
by  the  Island  Superintendent  of  Schools  to  the  Board  of  Education 
of  San  Meólas  is  enclosed,  in  which  letter  said  official  stated  in 
an  unmistakable  manner  that  the  above  mentioned  relatives  of 
the  President  of  the  Board  could  not  be  appointed  teachers  without 
violating  the  Law.  A  statement  of  the  Secretary  to  the  eifect 
that  this  was  done  because  of  a  recent  circular  cannot  be  admitt- 
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¿¡(i  as  tbe  Board  refused  to  appoint  Miss  "N.  1ST.  as  teacher,  al- 
though this  was  requested  by  several  residents  of  the  ward  of 
Caimito  because  "the  Board  was  not  able  to  appoint  as  teacher 
''any- person  who  could  not  exhibit  a  certificate  of  the  first  grade/* 
but  appointments  had  been  made  and  the  following  persons  were 
appointed.  1ST.  iSf.  and  N.  1ST.,  relatives  of  the  President,  K  K, 
sister  of  the  Secretary,  IS".  iN..  son  of  a  member  of  the  Board, 
!$.  IlST.  .  son  also  of  another  member.  The  position  of  truant 
officer  has  also  been  given  to  another  relative  of  the  President  of 
the  Board.  That  both  in  and  out  of  the  District  of  San  Meólas, 
there  are  persons  who  had  passed  the  examinations  held  last  year 
is  a  fact  of  which  both  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  are  perfectly  aware,  although  the  first  may  deny  it. 

A  Summer  Normal  School  has  held  sessions  in  this  locality 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Alfredo  Grobas,  although  the  request 
to  organize  the  school  was  disapproved  by  the  Island  Super- 
intendent. Its  organizers  state  that  this  school  did  not  have  an 
official  character,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  this  school  held  sessions 
in  spite  of  what  had  been  ordered  by  proper  authority. 

The  school  houses  are  kept  clean,  but  the  teachers  use  the 
books  formerly  in  vogue,  whilst  those  sent  by  you  are  in  a 
fearful  condition,  as  is  shown  by  the  copies  which  accompany 
this  report.  The  Secretary  has  the  new  books  laid  aside  on  the 
floor  of  the  storeroom  with  nothing  to  protect  them  from  dust  or 
dampness.  The  registers  have  not  yet  been  distributed  to  the 
teachers  of  the  country  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  these  schools 
have  been  in  operation  since  last  Monday. 

All  this  proves  that  no  heed  is  paid  to  the  provisions  of  the 
School  Law  or  the  instructions  received  from  the  school  author- 
ities. 

To  punish  such  abuses  the  undersigned  respectfully  recom- 
mend to  you  the  adoption  of  the  following  measures: 

First:  That  Mr.  Ignacio  S.  Pizarro,  President,  be  dismissed 
and  that  he  be  substituted  by  another  person  who  will  in  the 
fulfillment  of  his  official  duties  follow  strictly  the  provisions  of 
the  School  Law  and  the  instructions  given  him  by  the  proper 
authorities. 

Second:  That  the  Board  be  requested  to  appoint  another  per- 
son in  lieu  of  Mr.  Agustín  F.  Moris,  because  this  person  does  not 
reside  in  the  subdistrict  which  he  represents. 

Third:  That  the  Secretary  be  reprimanded  for  the  bad  con- 
ditions in  which  we  have  found  the  text  books. 

Fourth:  That  the  teacher  of  the  school  next  to  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board  be  admonished  for  using  antiquated 
text  books. 

Fifth:  That  the  contracts  made  with  teachers  iN.  1ST.,  K.  jSL, 
M  K,  N.  1ST.,  1ST.  K,  1ST.  K,  IST.  K,  M  K,  be  annulled  because, 
as  has  been  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  they  have  not 
received  certificates. 

Very  respectfully. 

Alfredo  Aguayo. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández, — Arturo  R,  Dim, 
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Action,  talen. — These  recommendations  were  approved  by  the 
Military  Governor  and  were  duly  carried  into  effect. 

Report  on  the  appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  (Jolón, 
— -On  September  23rd.  the  Commission  investigated  the  com- 
plaints against  the  Board  of  Education  of  Colón  and  reported 
as  follows: — 

(  Translation. ) 

Havana,  September  28,  1901, 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

Sir: 

The  undersigned;  in  compliance  with  your  order,  met  day 
before  yesterday,  Friday,  in  the  town  of  Colón,  to  ascertain  the 
reasons  had  by  the  Board  of  said  district  for  not  reappointing  for 
the  present  school  year  several  of  the  teachers  employed  during 
the  year  just  expired. 

The  undersigned  can  conscientiously  state,  in  view  of  the 
investigation  made  that  what  has  occurred  in  Colón  is  due  sim- 
ply to  politics  and  personal  motives.  The  person  who  has  initia- 
ted and  mantained  a  campaign  against  the  Board  of  Education  is 
Mx.  Pelayo  Villanueva,  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and 
today  a  school  teacher  of  the  Municipal  District  of  Palmillas. 
This  party,  displeased  undoubtedly  for  having  lost  the  position 
first  mentioned  has  placed  himself,  perhaps  unwittingly,  at  the 
service  of  a  political  faction  inimical  to  the  one  that  has  a  major- 
ity in  the  Board  of  Education  of  this  District.  For  this  reason 
the  appointments  of  teachers,  which  is  a  question  to  be  dealt  with 
•  by  the  authorities  having  control  over  the  schools,  has  been 
ventilated  in  the  political  newspapers  of  the  locality,  which  at- 
tacked, with  great  bitterness,  the  action  of  the  Board.  It  is  true 
that  the  Board  of  Education  agreed  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  30th 
of  August  to  confirm  in  their  positions  for  the  current  school  year 
the  teachers  who  had  been  employed  as  such  during  the  past, 
with  the  exception  of  seven,  as  a  like  number  of  schoolrooms 
hap  been  suppressed  by  you;  but  it  is  not  less  true  that  the 
Board,  acting  upon  the  advice  of  its  President  agreed  to  adjourn 
until  the  next  day  and  then  it  was  finally  resolved  that  all  of  the 
old  teachers  could  not  be  reappointed  as  some  of  them  had  proven 
themselves  to  be  unfit  and  that  it  would  be  wise  to  give  a  trial  to 
new  elements,  so  as  to  finally  remain  with  the  best  personnel 
available.  This  brought  about  the  complaints  of  the  teachers, 
which  complaints  were  taken  as  the  ground  for  attacking 
certain  persons,  elected  members  of  the  Board  by  the  popular 
."vote..   . 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  Province,  upon  hearing 
what  had  happened  came  to  Colón  and  advised  the  Board  to 
review  its  resolution,  adopting  one  which  would  put  an  end  to 
allthe  protests  and  complaints.     The  Board  of  Education  then 


73 

¿jt  a  new  meeting,  agreed  to  reappoint  the  teachers  employ eá 
during  the  past  school  year,  excepting  1ST.  1ST.,  1ST.  1ST.,  and'N.N". 
who  could  not  be  reappointed  on  account  of  the  suppression  of 
gchool  rooms  above  mentioned.  This  resolution  was  the  same 
adopted  at  its  meeting  held  on  the  30th  of  August.  Had  the 
complainants  only  pursued  this  object,  the  complaints  would 
have  now  ceased,  but  they  now  requested  that  the  majority  of 
the  Board,  and  above  all  its  President  should  be  punished;  as  if 
the  desire  of  the  Board  to  substitute  teachers  unfit  by  more  ca- 
pable ones  was  deserving  of  punishment.  If  the  Board  of  Colón 
merits  any  punishment  it  should  be  imposed  upon  it  surely  for 
not  having  maintained  in  all  its  integrity  the  resolution  where- 
upon it  was  agreed  not  to  reappoint  several  teachers.  The  selec- 
tion agreed  upon  should  have  been  carried  into  effect  no  matter 
what  it  would  have  cost,  no  matter  what  might  have  happened. 
There  are  things  which  may  not  be  left  undone  because  above 
the  personal  interest  of  anybody  is  the  interest  that  every  good 
citizen  must  feel  on  behalf  of  the  education  of  the  young.  It  is 
true  that  the  Board  of  Education  acted  thus  because  it  paid  heed 
to  the  advice  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Province  and  to  the 
reasons  stated  in  a  circular  recently  published  by  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Public  Instruction,  but  in  spite  of  all  that  there  is 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  recognized  that  the  majority 
of  the  Board  of  Education  and  its  President  were  acting  wisely 
when  they  attempted  to  make  a  selection  in  the  personnel  of 
teachers. 

The  complaint  sent  to  you  by  Mr.  Francisco  Campo,  a  member 
of  the  Board,  has  no  value  whatsoever  because  this,  gentleman 
says  that  he  neither  wrote  nor  read  the  document,  and  signed  it 
simply  at  the  request  of  a  person  named  Tellechea,  who  did  not 
present»  himself  ?o  tes-ify.  Mr.  Campo  attended  the  last  meeting 
held  by  the  Board  and  voted  with  the  majority.  He  is  wholly 
in  accord  with  the  appointments  of  teachers  recently  made. 

Messrs.  Susano  Vega  and  Manuel  Cárdenas  are  residents  of  the 
subdissricts  which  they  represent,  as  is  stated  by  many  witnes- 
ses, '  amongst  them  the  President  and  other  members  of  the 
Board. 

The  teachers  who  have  been  appointed  have  not  signed  any 
complaint  against  the  Board  of  Education,  thus  disproving  the 
statement  made  to  this  effect  by  Sr.  Villanueva. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  statements,  the  undersigned  respectful- 
ly recommend  to  you  the  adoption   of  the  following  measures: — 

First: — That  the  appointments  of  teachers  lately  made  by  the 
Board  of  Education  of  Colón  be  approved. 

Second: — That  teacher  1ST.  ~N.  be  substituted  by  Miss  N.  N., 
because,  though  they  have  both  served  as  teachers  during  the  past 
school  year,  the  latter  is  by  far  the  most  competent. 

Third: — That  it  be  stated  that  the  stand  taken  by  the  President 
of  the  Board,  Sr.  Victor  de  Armas  to  the  effect  that  certain 
incompetent  teachers  should  be  substituted  by  better  ones  was  a 
good  one. 
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Fourth: — That  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  be  directed  to  at 
once  open  his  books  of  accounts,  inasmuch  as  the  former  Secret- 
ary, Sr.  Belay  o  Villanueva,  has  not  done  so. 

Fifth: — That  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Board  be  directed  to 
execute  a  bond  in  compliance  with  the  Law. 
Very  respectfully, 

Manuel   de   J.    Saez   Medina. —Pedro   Modesto   Hernández. — Arturo 
R.  Díaz, 

Action  taken. — These  recommendations  where  approved  in  ful] 
and  duly  carried  into  effect. 

Report  on  the  Appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
City  District  of  Matanzas. — On  September  23rd  an  investigation  was 
made  of  the  complaints  against  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
City  District  of  Matanzas,  and  the  Commission  made  the  follow- 
ing report  and  recommendations: 

(  Translation. ) 

Matanzas,  September  &£,  1901. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
Sir: 

'  The  undersigned  proceeded  yesterday  to  the  City  of  Matanzas 
to  ascertain  the  reasons  had  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  that 
ci*y  for  not  reappointing  for  the  present  school  year  several  of 
the  teachers  employed  during  the' year  just  expired. 

From  the  investiga f ion  it  appears  that  the  Board  of  Education 
did  not  reappoint  teachers  1ST.ÍÍ.,  N.TN".,  and  N.E".,  because  they 
did  not  hold  certificates  of  the  first  grade,  and  that.  1ST.  1ST.  was  not 
reappointed  because  of  the  delicate  state  of  her  health  and  TNMST., 
TN\TN\,.KlSf.,  1NT.JST.,  N".K,  1SLE\  M,  and  ~N.~N.,  because  during 
the  last  year  they  were  often  reprimanded  for  lack  of  fulfillment 
of  their  duties. 

Mrs.  TN.TN".,  one  of  the  most  bitter  complainants  against  the 
Board,  was  absent  from  her  school  last  year  during  five  months, 
without  authority,  and  it  was  due  to  this  that  her  husband,  Mr. 
TN\TN".,  was  dismissed  from  the  position  of  principal  in  the  school 
TNo.  9,  in  winch  they  both  worked. 

No  heed  should  be  paid  Mr.  TN".TN".,  who  complains  that  he 
has  been  removed  to  another  school  because  during  the  preced- 
ing year,  for  lack  of  fulfillment  of  his  duties  he  was  reduced  in 
rank  from,  principal  to  teacher.  The  Board  has  now  appointed 
him.  principal  of  another  school,  and  if  this  position  does  not  suit 
him  The  should  not  accept  it,  as  on  the  contrary,  he  has  done 
by  signing  the  proper  contract 

The  undersigned  gave  hearing  to  Messrs.  ~N.  N.,  and  ~N.  TN"., 
who  complained  that  others  with  less  competency  than  themsel- 
ves in  their  opinion,  had  been  appointed  teachers  and  that  they 
bad  not  been  given  positions. 
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Several  teachers  have  declared  that  they  have  received  lessons 
in  different  branches  from  Mr.  Gill  y  Garcerán,  Superinten- 
dent of  Instruction  of  the  District,  and  from  Pastoriza  and 
Russinnyol,  members  of  the  School  Council,  for  which  they  had 
paid  certain  amounts.  The  persons  mentioned,  however,  deny 
$be  statement  and  declare  that  they  have  given  lessons,  gratis, 
to  several  teachers  and  other  persons. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  Superintendent  of  Instruction 
carefully  visits  the  schools,  because  in  several  of  them  we  have 
found  the  school  desks  set  up  without  any  observance  of  peda- 
gogical principles. 

The  School  Director  does  not  pay  very  much  attention  to  his 
duties,  because  otherwise  it  is  not  understood  why,  notwith- 
standing the  time  that  has  elapsed,  the  school  desks  are  not 
fastened  to  the  floor,  and  several  other  things  of  the  interior 
regime  of  his  department  are  not  done. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  has  not  yet  opened  his  book  of 
accounts  and  his  day  book  is  not  up  to  da>e. 

,  The  undersigned,  as  a  result  of  the  investigation  made  by 
them,  respectfully  recommend  to  you  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing measures: 

First: — That  it  be  stated  that  the  school  Board  acted  wisely 
not  reappointing  teachers  ST.  IST. ,  ISr.  !N\,  TST.  K,  K  K,  N.  JST*, 
N.  K.,  K  N.,  K  K.,  N.  1ST.,  E".  1ST.,  ~N.  K,  N.  K,  ~N.  N.,  and 
N.  N".,  because  public  instruction  loses  very  little,  at  least  at 
present,  by  the  lack  of  their  services. 

Second: — That  it  be  stated  that  the  complaint  of  teacher  JST.  1ST. 
is  groundless,  because  if  the  position  offered  him  by  the  Board, 
did  not  suit  him,  he  should  not  have  accepted  it. 
n  Third: — That  the  Superintendent  of  Instruction  be  directed  to 
immediately  grade  the  schools  and  to  have  the  school  desks  set 
up  in  conformity  with  pedagogical  principles. 

Fourth: — That  the  School  Director  be  directed  to  have  the 
school  desks  fastened  to  the  floor-  and  to  organize  his  office  in 
accordance  with  instructions  issued  from  your  office. 

Fifth: — That  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  be  withheld  until  he 
'  can  show  that  all  his  books  are  up  to  date. 

Sixth: — That  it  be  declared  that  members  of  the  School  Coun- 

.  cil,  and  specially  the  Super  in  lendent  of  Instruction  should  not, 

for  a  consideration,  give  lessons  to  teachers  in  the  employ'  of  the 

t  Board  nor  to  aspirants  to  such  positions,  on  account  of  the  sur~ 

i  mises  to  which  this  might  give  rise. 

Very  respectfully, 

¡'  Manuel  de  J.  Saez   Medina. — Pedro   Modesto  Hernández.— Arturo  R. 

l;      Diaz. 

i 

;>     Action  taken. — -These  recommendations  received  the  approval  of 

|  this  office  and  the  Board  of  Education  was  directed  to  give  the 

¡  necessary   orders  to  secure   their  enforcement.     Their  attention 

)  Was  also  called  to  the  censurable  irregularities  which  the  Board 
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of  Education  bad  committed,  and  steps  were  taken  to  avoid  their 
repetition. 

Report  on  the  Appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  Que- 
mado de  Güines, — On  September  24th,  the  Commission  investigated 
the  complaints  lodged  against  the  Board  of  Education  of  Que- 
mado de  Güines,  and  the  following  report  and  recommendations 
were  made. 

(  Translation. ) 

Quemado  de  Güines,  September  25,  1901. 
To  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
Sir: 

The  undersigned  Commissioners  met  yesterday ,  Wednesday 7 
in  this  town,  to  investigate  the  reason  had  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation for  not  reappointing  five  teachers  for  the  present  school 
year.  From  the  investigation  made  i b  appears  that  a  political 
faction  denominated  Lopizta  acuses  another  known  as  Meoquüta 
of  having  dismissed  the  teachers  ~N.  ]N\,  N.  1ST.,  !N\  1ST.,  1ST.  1ST.  and 
1ST.  N*.,  because  in  the  last  elections  some  of  them  voted  and  others 
sympathized  with  the  candidate  Antonio  López  Duran. 

The  Board  and  other  persons  deny  this  and  'the  majority  of  the 
Board  state  that  the  above  mentioned  teachers  have  not  been 
reappointed  because  of  their  bad  reputation,  which  is  proven 
with  the  certificates  that  are  accompanied.  Mr.  N.  N.,  against 
whom  charges  were  preferred  during  last  year  to  the  effect  that  he 
had  ill  treated  one  of  his  pupils,  is  accused  by  many  parents  of 
having  used  like  treatment  with  other  pupils  of  his  school. 
Mrs.  1ST.  1ST..,  has  not  been  reappointed  on  account  of  her  old  age. 
A  complaint  was  made  last  year  against  this  teacher  because  she 
lived  in  the  school  house  disobeying  orders  of  the  Board.  Com- 
plaints have  also  been  made  against  the  other  teachers  for  lack 
of  fulfillment  of  their  duties. 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  letters  which 
Mr.  Antonio  Miguel  Alcover,  an  employee  of  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  Public  Instruction,  has  addressed  to  the  Board  of 
Education  with  reference  to  his  uncle  Mr.  Antonio  Alcover. 

The  Commission  respectfully  invites  your  attention  to  these 
copies,  the  originals  of  which  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Tomás 
Duran,  President  of  the  Board. 

We  have  visited  the  schools  and  have  found,  them  very  clean. 
The  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  has  also  been  inspected. 
The  papers  and  documents  are  in  order. 

There  are  several  schools  in  the  country  without  modern  desks. 
In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  there  are  several  desks  which  have 
not  yet  been  set  up  because  they  are  not  complete. 

In  the  schools  there  are  no  teachers'  desks  nor  chairs. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  the  undersigned  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  following  measures:— 


First: — That  the  appointments  of  teachers  made,  be  approved; 

Second:— -That  it  be  stated  that  the  Board  acted  wisely  nofc 

reappointing  teachers  JST.  1ST.,  ~N.  jST,,  IS".  K,   K  K,  and  ]ST.  1ST., 

because  they  did  not  comply  with  their  duties  as  such  during  the 

past  year. 

Very  respectfully. 
Fidel  Miró. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernandez. — Arturo  II.  Díaz. 

Action  taken.—  These  recommendations  were  duly  carried  into 
effect. 

Only  the  gravest  cases  that  were  reported  to  me  were  in- 
vestigated by  the  Commission.  In  those  cases  which  were  in- 
vestigated before  the  contracts  were  signed  by  the  teachers,  it 
was  possible  to  correct  the  injustice  that  had  been  done  the  teach- 
ers, but  in  the  others,  action  in  the  investigations  was  limited  to 
a  proper  punishment  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

Hopes  for  the  Future. — It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  year  hence,  when 
teachers  are  again  appointed,  the  number  of  cases  of  abuse  of 
authority  by  Boards  of  Education  in  the  selection  of  teachers  will 
be  much  less.  The  work  of  the  Investigating  Committee  has  liad 
a  wholesome  effect  and  one  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.  At  the 
same  time  the  people  in  any  particular  district  know  better  today 
fchan  a  year  ago,  the  extent  of  authority  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Boards  of  Education,  the  way  in  which  that  authority  may  be 
abused,  the  harm  that  may  be  done  by  dishonest  and  unscru- 
pulous men  as  members  of  a  Board  of  Education  and  the  con- 
sequent importance  of  electing  to  such  positions  the  best  men 
to  be  found  in  the  district. 

Only  Honest ,  Fair  Minded  Men  should  be  Elected,  Members  of  Boards 
of  Education. — These  facts  have  not  been  well  known  at  past  elec- 
tions for  members  of  Boards  of  Education  and,  consequently,  the 
tools  of  political  bosses  have  gained  control  in  many  districts. 
The  public  schools  of  any  district  if  under  the  control  of  a  local 
boss,  are  a  powerful  lever  in  his  hands  to  work  out  his  private 
ends.  They  furnish  a  patronage  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
municipal  organization,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  the  struggle  to 
keep  the  system  clean  of  politics  is  a  hard  one,  and  will  never  be 
entirely  successful.  But  the  natural  correction  of  these  evils  is — 
not  such  administrative  action  as  it  was  found  necessary  to  take 
this  year — but  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  voice  of  the  people  as  ex- 
pressed at  the  polls  in  the  annual  election  for  members  of  Boards 
of  Education.  If  the  fathers  of  the  children  that  are  to  attend 
the  schools  of  any  subdistrict  are  interested  in  these  schools  and 
the   teachers   that   are   to  teach  them,  they  should  demonstrate 
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that  interest  in  the  elections  for  director  to  represent  that  dis- 
trict. But  if  they  are  so  indifferent  to  their  own.  interests  as  not 
to  properly  guard  them  where  it  is  in  their  power  to  do  so,  they 
must  not  think  it  strange  when  sooner  or  later  they  suffer  results 
of  such  negligence.  Local  control  and  local  responsibility  are 
fundamental  principles  of  a  free  form  of  government,  and  to 
deny  this  is  to  declare  that  the  locality  is  not  ready  for  self- 
government . 

Toda}'  the  appointing  power  of  teachers  is  in  the  hands  of 
Boards  of  Education  and  there  it  should  remain.  They  know 
more  of  their  local  conditions  than  any  other  Corporation.  To  take 
this  power  from  them  would  be  to  strike  a  vital  blow  at.  the 
democratic  principle  of  the  School  Law  in  a  country  crying  for 
democracy.  If  in  its  application  it  has  given  undesirable  results 
in  some  districts  it  is  no  more  than  was  to  be  expected;,  no  more 
than  would  happen  with  any  method,  and  is  a  result  of  the  abuse 
of  the  Law,  and  not  the  principle  of  the  Law. 

So  long  as  the  people  of  any  district  are  so  indifferent  to  their  < 
interests   as   to   refuse   to   raise  their  voices  in   protest  against 
corruption,    just   so  long    will  they  be   imposed   upon  whatever 
steps  may  be  taken  to  protect  them.     The  correction  of  the  evil 
lies  in  the  people,  otherwise  the  people  are  not  free. 

Boards  of  Education. 

Their  number. — There  are  one  hundred  and  thirty  three  Boards 

of  Education  in  the  Island,  one  hundred  and  twenty  nine  of  them 

for  Municipal  Districts,  nine  for  City  Districts  of  the  Second 
Class  and  five  for  City  Districts  of  the  First  Class.  All  of  those  for 
Municipal  Districts  have  been  elected  by  popular  vote. 
Those  for  the  City  Districts  were  appointed;  those  of  the 
the  First  Class  by  the  Military  Governor  and  those  of  the  Second 
Class  by  the  respective  Mayors,  as  prescribed,  in  the  School. 
Law. 

Postponement  of  Elections  for  Boards  of  City  Districts. — rThese  City 
Boards  of  Education  thus  appointed  were  to  have  served  only 
until  the  Municipal  Elections  of  1901  when  their  successors  were 
to  have  been  elected;  for  various  reasons  it  was  deemed  wise  to 
postpone  this  election  until  some  future  date  and  this  was  done 
by  the  following  Civil  Order: 
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''  v  Eo.    104. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Cuba, 

Havana,  April  19  ^  1901. 

The  Military  Governor  of  Cuba,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
ihe  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction,  directs  the  publication  of 
the  following  order: 

In  view  of  the  present  efficient  administration  of  the  public 
schools  in  the  City  Districts  of  the  first-  and  second  class  as  des- 
ignated in  Paragraphs  6  and  7  of  Order  ]So.  368,  Headquarters 
Division  of  Cuba,  series  of  1900,  the  elections  for  the  successors 
of  such  Boards  of  Education  provided  for  in  Paragraphs  11,  16 
and  25  of  said  Order  No,  368,  are  hereby  postponed  until  the  an- 
nual municipal  elecions  of  1902. 

The  presen n  Boards  of  Education  in  the  above  mentioned 
Districts  shall  continue  to  serve,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  until 
their  successors  have  been  elected  and  duly  qualified. 

J.  B.  Hickey, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General* 

Difficulties  of  Holding  the  first  School  Elections. — The  first  elections 
for  members  of  Boards  of  Education  of  Municipal  Districts  were 
attended  by  difficulties  that  were  appalling;  so  appalling  that  it 
was  repeatedly  stated  that  the  Law  could  not  be  enforced,  and 
certainly  this  could  not  have  been  secured  save  for  the  very 
practical  and  vigorous  course  that  was  taken. 

The  only  territorial  division  for  school  purposes,  under  the 
new  Law,  that  existed  at  the  time  of  its  publication  was  the 
Municipality  which  formed  the  Municipal  School  District,  and  as 
a  preliminary  step  to  holding  the  elections  these  had  to  be  divided 
into  subdistricts.  The  difficulty  of  this  may  be  better  judged 
when  it  is  known  that  very  few  Municipalities  had  maps  of  their 
territory  and  even  accurate  information  as  to  the  boundaries  was 
often  wanting. 

How  this  division  and  subsequent  elections  were  accomplished 
by  .the  splendid  corps  of  Inspectors  that  were  appointed  has 
been  related  in  detail  in  the  first  volume  of  this  report.  It  was 
a  task  that  required  untiring  efforts,  and  unlimited  patience,  and 
tact.  It  was  not  completed  until  some  months  after  it  was 
begun.  The  most  ridiculous  and  unnecessary  mistakes  were 
made,  which  completely  invalidated  the  elections  that  were 
held  and  the  entire  work  had  to  be  done  over.  Under  the  Law 
each  director  shall  be  a  resident  of  his  subdistrict,  yet  in  some 
subdistricts  those  entrusted  with  the  work  persisted  in  disregard- 
ing this  essential,    and  a  subdistrict  might  be  found  with  two  or 
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more  directors  residing  in  it  while  otber  subdistricts  bad  no 
director.  The  Law  also  provides  that  the  division  into  subdistricts 
should  be  made  in  such  a  way  that  each  subdistrict  should  have 
at  least  one  school,  but  time  and  again  the  division  had  to  be 
re-made  on  account  of  a  disregard  of  this  provision, 

A  few  districts  were  found  that  appeared  to  be  absolutely 
helpless  and  unable  to  even  make  a  start.  In  some  few  districts 
three  different  elections  were  held  before  the  Board  of  Education 
was  legally  constituted.  It  was  not  until  some  months  after  the 
work  was  begun,  that  it  was  finally  completed  and  all  the  Boards 
of  Education  were  legally  organized.  It  was  then  time  to  hold 
the  regular  yearly  elections  for  those  members  of  the  various 
Boards  whose  term  of  office  expired  in  the  month  of  April. 

Boards  advised  as  to  Method  of  Proceeding . — Mistakes  of  confusion, 
ignorance,  or  neglect  were  anticipated  in  these  new  elections,  and 
not  without  reason.  Timely  notice  was  given  Boards  of  Educa- 
tion  that  election  day  was  approaching,  and  the  method  of 
procedure  was  outlined  to  them  in  the  following  Circular. 

(Translation.) 
Circular  No.  22. 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

Havana ,  March  ¡2°2y  1901. 

The  attention  of  Boards  of  Education  is  called  to  Article  32  of 
Order  No.  368,  series  of  1900,  in  r>he  last  paragraph  of  which  it 
is  provided  that  elections  for  members  of  Boards  of  Education  of 
Municipal  Districts  shall  be  held  annually  on  the  last  Saturday  of 
the  month  of  April,  which  for  the  present  year  is  the  27th  day 
of  the  coming  month. 

These  elections,  as  will  be  understood  from  the  above  men- 
tioned article,  are  to  be  held  only  in  those  subdistricts  in  which 
the  Directors  were  to  serve  for  one  year,  according  to  the  division 
into  one,  two,  and  three  years  classes  of  which  the  above  men- 
tioned article  speaks. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  these  elections  be  held  on 
the  date  fixed,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  Law,  and  to  in- 
sure this,  the  following  particulars  are  called  to  the  attention  of 
Boards  of  Education.  In  each  subdistrict  in  which  elections 
should  be  held,  written  or  printed  notices  indicating  the  date  of 
the  elections,  hours  of  the  day  during  which  the  polls  will  be 
open,  polling  places,  etc.,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Boards  of  Educa- 
tion, at  least  six  days  before  the  date  of  the  elections.  "Where- 
ever  possible  the  elections  will  be  held  in  a  school  house  of  the 
subdistrict. 

The  following  is   the  method   of   conducting   said  elections. 


¡p  sl 

Ijpíere  will  be  named  by  the  voters  present,  a  President  and 
«secretary,  wh0  shall  act  as  judges,  taking  the  necessary  oath  be- 
||Le  the  Director  of  the  subdistrict,  or  before  any  other  person 
r¿,¿ly  ^u^10rize(^  to  administer  an  oath.  This  Secretary  will  keep 
1^ poll  book  and  a  tally  sheet  which  are  to  be  signed  by  the  judges 
ífe¿¿d  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  within 
Jifive  days  after  the  date  of  the  election. 

The  poll  book  and  the  tally  sheet  spoken  of  in  the  preceding 
,  paragraph  are  the  forms  ISTos.  14  and  15,  which  accompany  this 
circular. 

The  persons  elected  Directors  at  this  election  shall  serve  for 
three  years  in  order  to  preserve  the  equality  in  numbers  of  those 
directors  serving  for  one,  two,  and  three  years,  as  provided  in 
j^rt.  32  above  mentioned,  which  also  provides  that  the  Directors 
thus  elected  shall  be  residents  of  the  subdistrict  which  they  re- 
present. 

These  legal  requirements  should  be  strictly  complied  with  by 
Boards  of  Education  and  the  elections  should  be  held  without 
disturbances  or  irregularities  of  any  nature. 

Matthew  E.  Hanna, 
Aide-de-Camp, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

Still  mistakes  were  made,  varying  in  importance  from  petty 
details  that  did  not  invalidate  the  elections  to  the  most  egregious 
blunders.  But  quite  a  new  and  much  more  serious  difficulty 
appeared— political  trickery  and  fraudulent  elections.  This  was 
not  wholly  unexpected,  however,  and  these  cases  were  dealt  with 
summarily  through  the  Military  Governor. 

General  Lack  of  Interest  in  the  Elections, — The  number  of  votes 
cast  in  the   different  subdistricts  indicated  a  varying  interest. 
As  a  general  rule,  this  interest  was  not  nearly  what  it  should  be, 
,'  but  was  as  great  as  was  to  be  expected  at  that  time. 

The  true  importance  of  these  elections  was  not  realized.     The 

voters  scarcely  knew  why  they  were  being  called  together,  as  the 

election  was  devoid  of  political  excitement  and  the  clamor  that 

usually  attends   such   events.     A   few  notices   posted  about  in 

Í  different  public  places  informed  those  who   could  read  that  a 

I  school  election  was  to  be  held  on  a  certain  day.    They  had  never 

i  heard  of  such  a  thing  before  and  were  not  aware  that  this  was 

anything  that  interested  them.     Many  probably  did  not  know 

r  what  the  Board  of  Education  was  to  do  when  it  was  elected.     So 

if 

|  on  election  day  the  polling  places  were  not  well  attended. 
|      As  a  Result,  some  Unworthy  Men  were  Elected. — This  made  fraud 
I  and  trickery  easy.     The  man  who  had  a  friend,  or  daughter,  or 
|;  wife  whom  he  wished  appointed  as  a  teacher  very  easily  collected 
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those  persons  whom  he  knew  would  vote  for  him  and  had  himself 
elected  school  director.  A  Mayor,  looking  a  little  way  into  the 
f otare,  to  the  time  when  he  was  to  be  a  candidate  for  reelection 
at  the  Municipal  election,  saw  a  chance  to  change  defeat  into 
victory,  by  the  patronage  he  would  obtain  if  he  but  controlled 
the  school  election  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  certain  persons  their 
appointments  as  teachers. 

This  very  natural  ignorance  of  the  majority  of  the  voters  of 
the  true  importance  of  the  school  election  made  possible  the 
greater  number  of  frauds  noticed.  Suffering  the  penalty  of  their 
ignorance  by  having  to  send  their  children  to  a  teacher  who  was 
a  political  appointee  with  no  just  right  to  the  position  has  taught 
voters  that  the  school  election  is  a  matter  of  some  importance. 
We  cannot  have  good  schools  without  good  Boards  of  Education, 
and  we  cannot  have  the  latter  without  deep  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  voter. 

Politics   sloivly  Separated  from  Boards  of  Education. — There  is  no 
room  for  politics  in  the  formation  and  deliberation  of   Boards  of 
Education,  yet  there  probably  is  not  a  school  system  in  the  world 
that  is  entirely  free  from  its  baleful  influence,  and  while  that  of 
Cuba  is  no  exception  it  probably  suffers  much  less  from  this  cause 
than  many  other  older  systems.    Two  years  ago,  Boards  of  Edu- 
cation were  guided  almost  entirely  by  political  or  personal  feelings 
in  the  selection  of  teachers  and  other  less  important  questions,  and 
the  struggle  to  break  down  this  evil  has  been  continuous.   Under 
the  old  organization,  with  the  Mayors  as  Presidents  of  the  Boards 
of  Education,    the  Municipal  School  System  formed    a    most 
important  part  of  the  Municipal   Political   Machine.     With  the 
enforcement  of  the  present  School  Law,  providing  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Education  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board 
from  among  its  members,  the  separation  was  almost  complete  in 
most   districts;   in  some,  however,    the  Mayor   has  managed  to 
continue  to  exert  his  influence,  and  has  even  retained  his  position 
as  President  of  the  Board  of  Education  by  securing  first  his  elec- 
tion as  a  member  of  the  Board,  and  then  his  election  as  President 
of  the  same.     They  were  pushed  out  at  the  front  door  only  to  be 
allowed  to  go  around  and  slip  in  by  the  back.     This  has  led  to  a 
serious  consideration   of  whether  it   is  better  to   leave  the  cor- 
rection of  this  to  local  vigilance  and  judgment  or  to  make  the  Law 
still  more  comprehensive  and  disqualify  Mayors   from  serving  as 
a  member  of  a  Board  of  Education. 

In  speaking  thus  plainly  of  the  corrupt  administration  of  the 
schools  with  Mayors  as  Presidents  of  the  Boards  of  Education, 
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it  is  not  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  there  were  not  notable 
exceptions.  There  were  some  few  Mayors,  greatly  assisted  by 
their  authority  as  such  and  inspired  by  the  most  honest  and 
patriotic  intentions,  that  were  able  to  do  more  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  schools  of  their  respective  municipalities  than  it  is 
possible  for  a  Board  of  Education  to  do  under  the  Presidency  of 
a  man  without  such  additional  authority.  Almost  invariably, 
however,  these  truly  patriotic  citizens  have  continued  to  lend, 
their  influence  and  assistance  after  their  separation  from  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  have  been  among  the  first  to  recognize 
the  necessity  for  such  a  separation  of  education  and  politics  in 
less  favored  districts  where  the  schools  were  suffering  from 
political  passion  and  official  corruption. 

Comparison  of  the  Municipal  and  School  Expenditures. — With 
the  management  of  the  schools  in  his  control,  the  Mayor 
was  able  to  more  than  double  his  patronage  and  that  of  his 
political  machine.  A  better  idea  may  be  secured  of  the  addition 
to  his  power  by  the  following  comparison  of  the  Municipal 
expenditures  and  the  appropriation  for  public  schools  in  a  few 
districts  taken  at  random. 

Yearly,  ending  June  SO,  1901. 

Municipal.  School. 


Máximo  Gómez.... $  5,075.90  $9,889.00 

Alacranes 10,016.52  19.041.98 

Bi-a/nnually,  ending  December  SI,  190 1. 

Marti... ... $    5,769.23  $7.654.50 

Santa  Ana 2,738.53  4,155.80 

Quarterly,  ending  September  SO,  1901. 

Macagua .....i....  $  1,479.39  $  2,298.75 

Guamacaro.... 1,202.34  2,206.79 

Quemado  de  Güines 1,551.54  3,447.63 

.San  José  de  los  Ramos... 934.91  3,068.00 

Managua 770.86  1,487.00 

;  Güira  de  Melena 3,742.95  6,889.31 

Isla  de  Pinos 1,424.82  1,879.40 


v 


The  relations  between  Boards  of  Education  and  Municipal 
j*  Councils  should  be  of  the  most  cordial  nature  and  are  with  few  ex» 
|  eeptions.  naturally,  a  few  Mayors  and  Ayuntamientos  are  inclined 
i  to  look  upon  Boards  of  Education  as  usurpers  of  authority  which 
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the  former  should  have.  This  will  pass  away  with  time.  A  Board 
of  Education  that  does  its  duty  well  is  giving  its  country  entirely 
disinterested  service  of  the  highest  order  and  is  deserving  of  the 
support  of  all  citizens  and  especially  of  its  Ayuntamiento.  Ayun- 
tamientos are  the  representatives  of  the  people,  chosen  by  them 
to  protect  and  serve  their  interests,  and  this  they  can  do  in  no 
better  way  than  by  giving  every  assistance  to  their  Boards  of 
Education.  In  the  past  year  I  have  seen  a  few  Ayuntamientos 
placing  every  conceivable  obstacle  in  the  way  of  Boards  of  Educa- 
tion, even  to  discouraging  fathers  from  sending  their  children  to 
school;  but  happily  such  instances  are  very  rare. 

Measures  taken  to  Prevent  School  Employes  from  Engaging  actively  in 
Politics. — During  the  Municipal  elections  of  the  past  year,  only 
close  vigilance  and  prompt  action  prevented  the  male  teachers 
from  undoing  much  that  had  been  done.  Many  of  the  political 
bargains  came  to  light.  £  £ You  make  me  teacher,  and  1  will  help 
to  make  you  Mayor."  Such  political  allegiance  cannot  long 
continue.  Teachers  were  accepting  positions  as  members  and 
presidents  of  Boards  of  Registration,  Judges  of  Election,  campaign, 
orators  and  even  in  other  ways  actively  entering  the  political 
campaign.  The  rule  was  immediately  established  that  a  Board  of 
Education  in  employing  a  teacher  engages  his  entire  time,  ability 
and  attention,  and  that  by  accepting  such  positions  as  those  just 
mentioned  he  renders  himself  liable  for  a  breach  of  contract  for 
neglect  of  duty.  A  few  suspensions  and  dismissals  were  neces- 
sary before  this  was  generally  known.  The  same  rule  had  to  be 
enforced  with  reference  to  Secretaries  of  Boards  of  Education. 
There  was  no  attempt  to  deny  the  right  of  teachers  to  vote,  nor 
to  freely  express  their  opinions;  quite  the  contrary;  the  following 
order ;  was  published  securing  and  protecting  them  in  this  right; 
but  the  right  to  actively  engage  in  a  political  campaign  is  denied 
them. 

Orbeb  3STo.  109. 
Headquarters  Department  of  Cuba., 

Havana?  April  22,  1901. 

The  Military  Governor  of  Cuba,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction,  directs  the  publication  of  the 
following  order: 

In  order  that  teachers  employed  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
Island  may  fully  enjoy  the  free  exercise  of  their  electoral  rights 
and  not  be  interfered  with  in  voting,  through  fear  of  an  unjust 
dismissal,  I  direct  the  following: 

L     No  teacher  shall  be  dismissed  by  any  Board  of  Education 
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before  the  expiration  of  his  contract,  as  prescribed  in  Paragraph 
77?  Order  Eo.  368,  series  of  1900,  Headquarters  Division  of  Cuba, 
from  the  position  which  he  occupies,  unless  the  acts  of  which  he 
is  accused  are  proven  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  Public 
Instruction  in  proceedings  which,  with  a  hearing  of  the  interest- 
ed party,  shall  be  instituted  and  carried  on  to  that  effect  by  order 
of  the  Board  of  Education:  the  records  thereof  to  be  immediately 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction. 

II.  The  teacher  against  whom  charges  have  been  made,  may 
appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction  against  the  resolu- 
tion taken  by  the  Board  of  Education.  Said  appeal  shall  suspend 
the  carrying  into  execution  of  the  resolution  of  dismissal  rendered 
fay  said  Board  of  Education. 

III.  Notwithstanding  the  appeal  entered,  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation may  suspend  the  teacher. 

IV.  To  declare  a  teacher  guilty  of  immorality  or  improper 
conduct,  it  shall  be  necessary  that  the  alleged  acts  with  which  he 
is  charged  shall  be  specifically  stated  and  proven. 

The  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction  shall,  as  soon  as  possible, 
issue  the  necessary  rulings  for  the  preparation  of  the  records 
relating  to  the  suspension  or  dismissal  of  teachers. 

The  Secretary  of  Public  Instruction  shall  report,  in  writing,  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools,  all  decisions  by  him  ren- 
dered in  each  case  submitted  to  his  consideration. 

J.   B.  ITlCKEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

All  of  this  has  resulted  in  a  remarkably  complete  separation  of 
the  Public  School  System  from  political  influences,  but  it  is  a 
separation  that  can  be  preserved  only  by  constant  vigilance. 

The  most  important  duty  of  a  Board  of  Education,  yet  at  the 
same  time  the  one  most  often  neglected  or  corruptly  complied 
with,  is  the  appointment  of  teachers.  Frequent  mention  of  this 
has  been  made  in  this  report.  This  year,  Boards  of  Education 
for  the  first  time  exercised  this  authority,  and  much  more  abuse 
was  anticipated  than  was  actually  discovered.  At  the  same  time 
it  should  be  much  less  frequent  next  year,  and  if  proper  steps  are 
taken  to  avoid  it,  it  should  almost  entirely  disappear.  The  les- 
sons of  a  few  months  ago  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  and  Boards 
of  Education  will  not  dare  to  do  next  year  what  they  did  this; 
moreover,  the  elections  of  the  coming  year  should  secure  desirable 
changes  in  many  Boards  of  Education. 

Some  persons  Think  that  the  Manner  of  Appointing  Boards  of  Education 
should  be  Changed,  Reasons.— It  has  been  frequently  stated  to  me 
that  the  method  of  selecting  Boards  of  Education  should  be 
changed;  that  the  selection  by  popular  vote  of  the  people  is  not 
giving  good  results.     That  this  important  duty  should  be  taken 
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from  the  people  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  man  or  a  body  of 
men.  Perhaps  the  best  statement  of  the  reasons  for  this  opinion 
are  to  be  found   in  the  report   of  Mr,  Valdés  Ramos,   Provincial 

Superintendent  of  Pinar  del  Eio.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  his  report: 

■  -  As  we  urgently  need,  for  the  reasons  stated,  to  obtain  fit  and  com- 
petent teachers  and  suitable  school  houses,  so  do  we  also  need  the 
modification  of  Paragraphs  31,  32  and  33  of  the  School  Law,  which 
prescribe  that  the  Boards  of  Education  for  Municipal  Districts  be 
elected  by  the  people  by  means  of  elections  held  for  the  purpose. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  precept,  which  is  based  on 
principles  so  liberal  and  democratic,  should  be  changed;  but  our 
experience  has  shown  us  that  we  may  not  always  adhere  to 
theories,  however  charming  and  attractive  they  may  be,  if  we 
find  them  giving  contrary  results  when  put  in  practice.  This  is 
an  irrefutable  statement,  supported  by  a  number  of  facts. 

When  the  present  School  Law  was  being  written,  its  author 
did  not  and  never  could  imagine,  on  account  of  the  laudable  end 
he  was  trying  to  attain,  that  there  would  be  Boards  of  Education 
which  were  not  going  to  interest  themselves  in  securing  the  most 
competent  and'  desirable  persons  as  school  teachers:  that  they 
were  not  going  to  endeavor,  by  all  the  'means  at  their  command, 
to  locate  their  schools  in  the  most  adequate  houses  obtainable, 
that  their  members  would  never— not  even  once — visit  the  schools 
of  their  districts  so  as  to  become  aware  of  their  situation,  of  their 
needs,  of  the  instruction  given  the  children  attending  them;  he, 
we  repeat,  could  never  imagine  that  Boards  of  Education  would 
be  political  centers  which  would  pay  no  heed  to  the  dear  and 
everlasting  interests  of  public  instruction  for  the  sake  of  the 
passing  satisfaction  derived  from  the  triumph  of  political  tenden- 
cies, not  always  well  defined;  that  they  would  strive  simply  to 
give  positions  to  their  friends  and  their  relatives,  however  ig- 
norant they  might  be;  that  meetings  would  not  be  held  for  lack 
of  a  quorum;  and  lastly,  he  never  could  think  .that  Boards  of 
Education  would  see  with  the  utmost  indifference  numbers  of 
illiterate  children  not  attending  school  and  not  force  the  Truant 
Officers  to  comply  with  their  duties.  Still,  all  this  is  true,  all 
this  has  happened  to  the  detriment  of  public  education,  which  is 
the  basis  of  the  regeneration  of  this  country. 

And  if  I,  to  a  certain  extent,  find  an  excuse  for  such  acts  and 
doings,  in  that  they  are  due,  partly,  to  lack  of  culture  and 
partly  to  lack  of  civic  training,  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  adhere  to  principles  which  bring  with  them  evils  of  such 
far-reaching  effects.  By  no  means.  Great  evils  require  strong, 
powerful  remedies.  When  a  member  of  a  person's  body  is  affect- 
ed by  gangrene,  the  member  is  cut  off,  that  the  patient's  life  be 
saved.  Likewise,  we  must  not  adhere  to  theories,  in  the  face  of 
facts  that  prove  that  such  theories  produce  evil  effects. 

The  appointment  of  Boards  of  Education  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  Law,  has  not  given  good  results  as  experience  has  shown. 
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The  great  number  of  persons  in  the  rural  portions  and  even  in 
the  centers  of  population  of  the  Island  that  are  illiterate;  the 
great  distances,  varying  at  times  from  18  to  24  miles,  that  the 
directors  of  subdistricts  have  to  make  in  order  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Board  to  which  they  belong;  the  forsaking  of  their 
private  affairs  as  a  consequence  thereof;  their  ignorance  as  to 
what  are  their  official  duties:  the  indifference  shown  by  voters 
at  school  elections — all  of  these  and  other  reasons  justify  the 
necessity  of  making  the  reform  I  advise.  But  how  is  this  reform 
to  be  accomplished?  A  problem  of  difficult  solution,  which  I 
will;  nevertheless 7  attempt. 

■  In  my  opinion  ,  until  the  people  living  in  the  rural  portions  of  this 
country  have  acquired  more  culture  and  know  more  about  their 
civic  duties,  Boards  of  Education  should  be  appointed  as  follows: 

The  number  of  members  composing  these  Boards  of  Education 
will  continue  to  be  the  same,  but  such  members  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  in  one  or  other  of 
the  following  ways:  1st.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Superintendents  and  Inspectors  wiio  personally  know  the 
most  competent  persons  in  each  locality  and  who  would  have  to 
recommend  for  appointment  persons  belonging  to  the  different 
political  parties.  2d.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  political 
parties  themselves,  through  the  proper  Provincial  Superintendent. 
Each  party  would  recommend  a  proportionate  number  of  such 
members,  who  should  be,  in  every  instance,  residents  of  the  chief 
town  of  the  Municipality  so  that  there  would  always  be  present, 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Boards,  the  quorum  necessary  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

The  members  of  the  Board,  once  appointed,  would  organize, 
appointing  their  President  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  present 
School  Law  and  appointing  also,  delegates  of  the  Boards  resid- 
ing in  the  different  subdistricts,  which  delegates  will  apprise  the 
Board,  either  in  writing  or  verbally,  of  the  necessities  of  the 
schools  of  their  respective  districts.  For  the  latter  purpose, 
these  delegates  may  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board  but  will 
not  be  allowed  to  vote  nor  to  take  part  in  its  deliberations. 

With  Boards  appointed  in  this  manner,  will  be  secured,  perhaps. 
better  results  than  those  hitherto  obtained. 

Such  Reasons  are  Not  Sound. — Exception  cannot  be  taken  to  these ' 
statements  of  facts  but  the  deductions  made  by  the  writer  are 
wrong.  He. explains  in  a  graphic  way  the  results  in  exceptional 
cases  under  the  present  system  but  does  not  anticipate  those  of 
the  system  he  recommends.  Whatever  plan  might  be  adopted 
its  application  would  produce  good,  indifferent  and  thoroughly 
bad  Boards  of  Education;  the  present  plan  will  produce  the  best 
general  average.  The  Boards  of  Education  of  the  fourteen  City 
Districts  of  the  Island  were  appointed  in  a  similar  way  to  that 
suggested  by  Mr.  Bamos.  It  has  been  necessary  to  make  radical 
changes  in  the  personnel  of  five  of  these  Boards  of  Education; 


three  of  them  being  replaced  by  a  new  Board  of  Education  and 
one  of  these  newly  appointed  Boards  of  Education  is  not  giving 
the  satisfaction  that  was  to  be  expected  of  it.  Comparing  the 
fourteen  Boards  of  Education  thus  appointed  with  the  129 
elected  by  the  popular  vote  of  the  people,  by  far  the  larger 
percentage  of  the  former  have  failed  to  give  satisfaction.  Local 
peculiarities,  conditions  and  limitations  are  to  be  blamed  more 
than  the  method  of  selection  for  the  poor  administration, 
that  Mr.  Bamos  calls  attention  to.  The  criticism  of  Mr. 
Eamos  reveals  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  incompetency  of 
many  Boards  of  Education  at  the  present  time,  and  furnishes 
additional  reason  to  expect  improvement  when  the  question 
is  seen  in  its  true  light  and  when  the  energy  expended  in 
criticism  is  turned  to  better  purpose  in  securing  a  more 
efficient  enforcement  of  the  present  plan.  By  personal  contact 
with  Municipal  Boards  of  Education,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  best  men  for  the  purpose,  in  communities  where  it  is 
difficult  to  find  good  men,  have  in  many  instances  been  elected. 
In  other  districts  this  has  not  been  the  case.  But  the  correction 
under  the  present  plan  is  based  on  a  sound  principle  and  is 
entrusted  to  a  people  who  daily  better  understand  their  civic 
duties  and  responsibilities.  uYou  may  fool  all  of  the  people  part 
of  the  time,  part  of  the  people  all  of  the  time,  but  you  cannot 
fool  all  of  the  people  all  of  the  time. ' ' 

If  it  is  a  good  principle  to  elect  an  Ayuntamiento,  or  the  Con- 
gress by  popular  vote,  it  is  also  good  principle  to  elect  a  Board 
of  Education  by  the  popular  vote.  If  the  people  of  Cuba  are 
ready  to  elect  their  representatives  to  the  national  Congress  they 
are  ready  to  elect  their  Boards  of  Education,  and  if  they  cannot 
trust  the  latter  to  the  voice  of  the  people,  much  less  can  they 
trust  the  former. 

School  Directors  should  he  Residents  of  their  Sub  districts.— An. 
oft-repeated  complaint  in  the  early  enforcement  of  the  School 
Law  was  that  it  was  impossible  to  secure  intelligent  men 
for  Directors  of  subdistricts  and  consequently  that  it  was 
necessary  to  violate  the  Law  and  elect  or  appoint  as  a  Director 
of  one  subdistrict  a  resident  of  another.  As  a  general  rule,  and 
I  might  say,  almost  without  exception  at  all,  I  believe  that  this 
is  a  mistake.  I  fully  understand  that  the  same  degree  of  intel- 
ligence, technical  education,  ability,  etc. ,  is  not  to  be  found  in 
rural  subdistricts  as  is  found  in  the  urban  subdistricts,  and  that 
a  Board  of  Education  made  out  of  men  chosen  without  any  refer- 
ence whatever  to  their  residences  would  result  in  obtaining  a 
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greart^r  degree  of  intelligence  than  ■  a  Board  of  Education  chosen 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  Law,  but  on  the  otger  hand,  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  results  obtained  in  the  administration  of  the 
schools  in  such  Municipal  District  by  such  a  Board  of  Education 
regardlessly  chosen  would  be  as  good  as  those  obtained  from  a 
Board  of  Education  chosen  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  Law. 
I  base  this  opinion  on  close  observation  and  study  of  the  person- 
nel of  Boards  of  Education  in  many  Municipal  Districts  of  the 
Island.  The  simple  reason  for  this  statement  is  that  a  man  who 
is  a  resident  of  the  subdistrict  which  he  represents  in  the  Board 
of  Education  is  more  deeply  interested  in  the  condition  of  schools 
of  that  subdistrict  than  a  man  living  in  a  distant  village  or  sub- 
district  could  possibly  be,  and  in  this  stage  of  the  development 
of  the  public  school  system  of  Cuba,  it  is  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  members  of  Boards  of  Education  that  counts  for  a  great  deal 
more  than  superior  intelligence  if  one  or  the  other  is  to  be 
sacrificed.  This  resident  director  will  visit  the  schools  of  his 
subdistrict  because  they  are  near  him,  and  because  he  has  his 
children  in  these  schools.  He  is  within  easy  reach  of  the  teach- 
er or  teachers  of  such  schools.  He  can  attend  to  the  wants  of 
the  schools,  in  which  he  can  meet  all  those  little  necessities  which 
are  constantly  coming  up  from  day  to  day,  and  which  would  be 
wholly  or  in  part  neglected  by  a  person  living  constantly  outside 
of  the  subdistrict  and  some  distance  away. 

The  complaints  strike  at  the  very  foundation  principles  of  the 
School  Law,  and  since  I  have  had  opportunity  to  investigate 
them,  and  to  come  closely  in  contact  with  the  country  members 
of  the  Boards  of  Education,  I  feel  convinced  that  they  are  ground- 
less and  in  no  case  should  be  listened  to  at  all. 

Improvement  of  Boards  of  Education. — As  Boards  of  Education 
realize  more  fully  their  responsibility  to  the  communities  that 
elected  them,  as  they  become  better  acquainted  with  the  School 
Law  and  as  they  become  more  completely  inspired  with  the  sacred 
«ature  of  the  work  entrusted  to  them,  the  character  of  their 
services  constantly  improves. 

I  have  always  considered  it  my  duty  to  assist  all  sections  of 
the  country  alike,  but  there  is  a  wide  difference  in  the  results 
obtained  by  Boards  of  Education  with  the  means  placed  at  their 
disposal.  In  one  year's  time  there  lias  been  a  remarkable 
improvement  in  the  economical  local  administration  of  the  schools 
by  Boards  of  Education.  A  year  ago  the  estimate  of  a  Board  of 
Education  was  no  criterion  as  to  its  needs,  but  a  year  has  so 
inspired  them  with  the  necessity  of  economy  that  cents  are  refus- 
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ed  now  where  dollars  were  denied  before.  There  is  perfect  har- 
mony between  the  various  Boards  of  Education  and  the  head  of 
the  Department.  Occasionally  a  Board  of  Education  is  met 
with  which  is  a  true  obstacle  to  school  administration,  but  they 
are  dealt  with  as  patiently  and  calmly  as  possible.  But  this 
office  never  forgets  that  much  of  the  most  important  work  of 
the  school  system  has  to  be  done  by  these  bodies  of  disinterested 
men ?  and  a  very  great  part  of  the  credit  for  whatever  improve- 
ment may  have  been  made  is  due  to  them. 

ENUMERATION. 

When  and  how  Taken.— The  enumeration  of  unmarried  youth  of 
school  age  was  taken,  as  provided  in  the  School  Law,  in  the  last 
two  weeks  of  the  month  of  March,  except  in  a  few  districts, 
where  for  one  reason  or  another  the  enumeration  was  delayed 
until  some  weeks  later. 

The  School  Law  provides  that  the  enumeration  in  Municipal 
Districts  shall  be  taken  by  the  School  Director  of  each  sub- 
district,  he  being  allowed  $2,00,  to  cover  incidental  expenses  of 
the  work.  In  many  Municipal  Districts  the  conditions  were 
such  that  this  was  not  possible,  and,  with  the  authority  of  the 
Military  Governor,  Boards  of  Education  of  such  districts  were 
authorized  to  employ  enumerators  for  the  purpose.  The  principal 
difficulties  that  made  this  necessary  were  the  large  size  of  the 
subdistricts  and  the  scattered  population. 

In  the  following  table,  the  result  of   the  enumeration  is  given. 


TABLE  SHOWING  RESULTS 
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OF  THE  ENUMERATION  OF  THE  UNMAKR1ED  YOUTH  BETWEEN 
TtHÉ  AGES  OF  6  AND  18  YEARS  TAKEN  IN  THE  MONTH  OF 
MARCH,     1901. 


PROVINCE 

OF  Havana: 

Aguacate 

Alquízar 

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

Bauta 

Bejucal 

Cano 

Catalina 

Ceiba  del  Agua 

¿imnabRCÍM-"{MunÍcÍi;¿J 

(ruara 

Cuines 

Güira  de  Melena 

Habana  

isla  de  Pinos 

Jaruco 

Madruga 

Managua 

Marianao 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz 

Quivicán 

Regla 

Salud 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

San  Antonio  de  los  Baños. 
San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas. 

San  Felipe " 

San  José  de  las  La j  as 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte 

Sunta  María  del  .Rosario... 
Vereda  Nueva 

TOTAL 


Province 
of  Puerto    Principe 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nuevitas 

Pto.  Príncipe,  {g&^j; 

Santa  Cruz  del  Hur 

TOTAL 
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497 

246 

370 

373 

743 

117 

406 

116 

104 

1,466 

580 

1,068 

978 

2,046 

530 

1,046 

279 

191 

716 

216 

509 

423 

932 

244 

471 

144 

73 

1,001 

K09 

1,001 

869 

1,870 

480 

945 

230 

215 

1,350 

273 

851 

772 

1,623 

411 

862 

201 

119 

1,257 

.  215 

720 

752 

1,472 

276 

842 

159 

195 

1.074 

109 

623 

560 

1,183 

228 

668 

159 

128 

738 

129 

471 

396 

867 

198 

482 

128 

59 

434 

90 

278 

246 

/   524 

172 

310 

27 

15 

2,430 

880 

1,660 

1,650 

3,310 

581 

1,955 

463 

311 

1,274 

173 

745 

702 

1,447 

413 

751 

171 

112 

567 

118 

369 

316 

685 

186 

356 

64 

2,102 

839 

1,497 

1,444 

2,941 

602 

1,627 

394 

318 

2,057 

676 

1,410 

1,323 

2,733 

638 

1,481 

309 

245 

35,945 

14.213 

25,120 

25,038 

50,158 

9,771 

26,367 

7,826 

6,194 

4S5 

78 

'283 

280 

563 

141 

302 

71 

49 

588 

172 

395 

365 

760 

132 

457 

111 

60 

711 

268 

510 

469 

979 

210 

538 

147 

84 

780 

126 

479 

427 

906 

154 

508 

128 

116 

1,223 

529 

807 

945 

1,752 

388 

936 

240 

188 

630 

345 

502 

473 

975 

295 

513 

122 

45 

1,305 

651 

983 

973 

1,956 

399 

1,158 

275 

124 

054 

154 

425 

383 

808 

130 

416 

129 

133 

2.432 

394 

1,416 

1,410 

2,826 

590 

1,576 

389 

271 

735 

40 

415 

360 

775 

223 

474 

38 

40 

2,072 

395 

1,270* 

1,197 

2,467 

532 

1,247 

353 

335 

2,698 

383 

1,624 

1,457 

3,081 

736 

1,706 

389 

250 

514 

103 

325 

292 

617 

101 

340 

96 

80 

371 

122 

250 

243 

493 

87 

205 

77 

64 

1,309 

466 

886 

889 

1,775 

363 

1,043 

218 

151 

1,234 

345 

852 

727 

1,579 

345 

892 

210 

132 

548 

247 

428 

367 

795 

190 

418 

133 

54 

638 

155 

399 

394 

793 

203 

422 

107 

61 

619 

36 

359 

326 

685 

113 

376 

110 

86 

72,907 

24,212 

49,300 

47.819 

97.119 

20,179 

52,156 

14,088 

10,696 

3,188 

482 

1,864 

1,806 

3,670 

945 

1,906 

444 

375 

3,058 

328 

1,766 

1,620 

3,386 

912 

1,757 

448 

269 

1,971 

338 

1,192 

1,117 

2,309 

729 

1,192 

253 

135 

5,281 

1,624 

3,364 

3,541 

6,905 

1,528 

3,627 

933 

8.17 

8,404 

1.053 

5,042 

4,415 

9,457 

2,487 

4,829 

1,167 

974 

1,121 

208 

711 

618 

1,329 

327 

683 

186 

133 

23,023 

4,033 

13,939 

13,117 

27,056 

6,928 

13,994 

3,431 

2,703 

Province 
of  Santa   Clara: 

Abreus 

Caibarién [. 

Calabazar 

Camajuaní 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

Cienfuegos  Í9¡ty  :••;—•• 
ft       V  Municipal 

Ciiuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines.... 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 


749 

207 

504 

512 

1,016 

215 

584 

.1,502 

401 

951 

952 

1,903 

492 

955 

2,169 

919 

1,602 

1,486 

3,088 

682 

1.662 

3,459 

848 

2.565 

1.742 

4,307 

937 

2,590 

932 

335 

652 

615 

1,267 

254 

802 

1,210 

525 

901 

834 

1,735 

428 

918 

4,775 

2,607 

3,524 

3,858 

7,382 

1,102 

3,945 

3,755 

1.615 

2.906 

2,464 

5,370 

1,502 

2,868 

880 

322 

635 

567 

1,202 

301 

637 

1,133 

696 

917 

912 

1,829 

371 

1.054 

1,712 

513 

1.220 

1.005 

2,225 

649 

1,165 

1,037 

544 

736 

845 

1,581 

415 

840 

2,328 

771 

1,623 

1,476 

3.099 

612 

1.662 

1,861 

621 

1,289 

1,193 

2,482 

689 

1,388 

1,394 

772 

1,099 

1,067 

2,166 

527 

1,126 

1,000 

499 

715 

784 

1,499 

354 

873 

120 

230 
381 
424 
118 
253 
1,070 
630 
159 
215 
260 
201 
447 
319 
299 
174 
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Province 
of  Santa  Cjlaka: 
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o 

O 

o 

pq 

Remedios 

2,050 
1,785 
2,391 
1,295 
2,626 
3,439 
1/250 
1,671 
1,542 
2.495 
3,366 
1,067 
2,714 
1,794 
2,170 
2,953 
2,275 

848 

643 

1,365 

400 

1,165 

515 

205 

506 

395 

1,133 

935 

731 

1,249 

1,481 

1,197 

327 

939 

1,481 

1,291 
1,723 

867 
1,741 
2,129 

808 
1.194 

'991 
1,728 
2,455 

981 
2,147 
1,507 
1,888 
1,696 
1,744 

1,417 
1,137 
2,033 

828 

2,050 

1,825 

647 

983 

946 

1,900 

1,846 

'817 

1,816 

1,768 

1,479 

1,584 

1,470 

2,898 
2,428 
3,756 
1,695 
3,791 
3,954 
1,455 
2,177 
1,937 
3,628 
4,301 
1,798 
3,963 
3,275 
3,367 
3,280 
3,214 

1,077 
524 

862 
351 

688 
823 
293 
405 
488 
645 
889 
337 
1,058 
879 
687 
610 
840 

1,776 
1,321 
2,048 

918 
1,895 
2,215 

794 
1,084 

992 
1.986 
2,359 

925 
2,040 
1,703 
1,795 
1,836 
1,590 

45 
335 
518 
220 
569 
513 
213 
340 
298 
560 
'       648 
337 
494 
413 
496 
429 
434 

Rodas 

S.agua  la  Grande...  {^¿Vc! 

r,     ,. .,  r. .,     rcitv 

32N 
206 
639 

SanctiSpiritus.|Mu^icipal 
San  Diego  del  Valle 

40H 

155 

S.  Fernando  de  Camarones. 
San  Juan  de  los  Yeras 

Santaclara íg&i^ 

Santa  Isabel  de  las  Lajas... 
Santo  Domingo.. 

348 
159 
437 
405 
199 
371 

rn  .   ..,    ,         *    /City 

280 

Trinidad {Municipal 

Vueltas 

3$9 
399 

Yaguajav 

350 

TOTAL 

66,779 

26,289 

48,210 

44,858 

93,068 

21,392 

50,346 

12,162 

9,168 

Province 
of  Santiago  dh  Cuba: 

Baracoa 

Bayamo 

Campechuela 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara ... 

Guantánamo 

Holguín 

Jiguaní 

Manzanill°  {Sunie'ípai':::: 

Mayari 

Niquero 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre. 

Sagua  de  Tánamo 

San  Luis... 

Santiago  de  Cuba ..... 

Songo 

TOTAL 


Province 
of  Pinar  del  Rio: 

Artemisa : 

Bahía  Honda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte. 

Consolación  del  Sur 

Guana  jay 

Guane 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios ; 

Pinar  del  Rio...{^cipal 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños 
San  Juan  y  Martínez.... 

San  Luis 

Vinales 

TOTAL 


■     2,283 

2,440 

2,577 

2,146 

4,723 

i     1,434 

2,824 

289 

176 

2,568 

2,187 

2,593 

2,162 

4,755 

|     1,199 

1,636 

1,385 

535 

1,691 

1,174 

1,522 

1,343 

2,865 

716 

1,604 

316 

229 

1,179 

1,125 

1,240 

1,064 

2,304 

688 

1,204 

272 

140 

400 

2,068 

1,304 

1,164 

2,468 

523 

1,445 

315 

185 

6,850 

1,627 

4,555 

3,922 

8,477 

2,369 

4,879 

883 

346 

2,446 

4,434 

3,543 

3,337 

6,880 

1,643 

3,919 

843 

475 

9,874 

1,135 

5,776 

5,233 

11,009 

2,994 

6,416 

1,097 

502 

2,151 
2,723 

2.878 

1,450 
1,534 
1,497 

1,827 
2,058 
2,250 

1,774 
2,199 
2,125 

3,601 

4,257 
4,375 

710 
1,020 
1,174 

1,958 
2,269 
2,837 

487 
657 
460 

446 

811 

404 

956 

658 

885 

729 

1,614 

446 

864 

146 

158 

1,021 

150 

607 

564 

'  1,171 

277 

632 

180 

82 

1,386 

1,743 

1.690 

1,439 

3,129 

867 

1,709 

326 

227 

2,602 

1,511 

648 

4,599 

589 

499 

1,090 

7,490 

1,625 
1,059 

849 
5,616 

1,566 
951 

889 
6,473 

8,191 
2,010 

1,738 
12,089 

586 

539 

298 

2,931 

1,820 
1,077 
1,121 
6,658 

425 

235 

199 

1,457 

360 

159 

120 

1,043 

1,096 

2,816 

2,084 

1,828 

3,912 

916 

2,313 

898 

285 

48,862 

35,706 

43,660 

40,908 

84,568 

21,330 

46,685 

10,370 

6,183 

1,871 

890 

1,425 

1.836 

2,761 

408 

1,476 

499 

378 

•      447 

517 

494 

■   470 

964 

253 

508 

131 

72 

408 

586 

584 

460 

994 

268 

559 

104 

63 

■  757 

408 

629 

536 

1,165 

263 

676 

152 

74 

1,880 

517 

1.271 

1,076 

2,347 

767 

1,271 

113 

196 

3,463 

1,930 

2,835 

2,558 

5,393 

1,703 

2,652 

603 

435 

1,366 

399 

970 

795 

1.765 

333 

1,067 

269 

96 

2,102 

596 

1,558 

1,140 

2,698 

602 

1,440 

428 

228 

715 

158 

489 

484 

873 

148 

530 

113 

82 

1,1.96 

255 

747 

704 

1,451 

257 

832 

234 

128 

724 

310 

505 

529 

1,034 

315 

557 

121 

41 

739 

420 

647 

512 

1,159 

299 

667 

138 

o;> 

1,671 

749 

1,086 

1,334 

2,420 

665 

1,274 

294 

187 

5,740 

1.468 

4,127 

3,081 

7,208 

1,919 

4,177 

751 

361 

891 

454 

775 

570 

1,345 

356 

770 

145 

74 

615 

212 

480 

397 

827 

150 

456 

96 

125 

2,975 

847 

2,057 

1.765 

3,822 

880 

2.115 

492 

835 

1,413 

483 

1,013 

883 

1,896 

513 

1,054 

213 

116 

8,001 

719 

1,965 

1,755 

3,720 

1,164 

1,959 

366 

231 

31,924 

11,918 

23,507 

20,335 

43,842 

11,263 

24,040 

5,262 

8,277 

V, 
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Province 
'of  Matanzas: 

rAgramonte 

Alacranes 

.  BolondrCn 

Cabezas . 

Cárdenas.|g^:-cv-aj-; 

garlos  Rojas 

Colón 

4uamacaro 

'  Jagüey  Grande 

avellanos 

Macagua 

,  Marti 

Matanzas  {¿t>n-:-vp-r; 

Máximo  Gómez 

'familias 

perico 

ijPed-ro  Betancourt 

S.  del  En  comendador 
,  San  José  de  los  Ramos. 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 

TOTAL 


SCHOOL  POPULATION. 


928 

869 

,398 

,185 

i,  730 

84' 

546 

,718 

749 

,495 

777 

827 

,271 

5,490 

!,466 

504 

956 

,029 

1,190 

910 

925 

698 

808 


604 
705 

1,132 
306 

1,934 
214 
527 

1.171 
620 
454 
907 
454 

1.025 

2,629 
58' 
461 
734 
777 

1,111 
368 
738 
289 
718 


780 
818 

1.325 
757 

2,699 
588 
552 

1,445 
696 
991 
799 
678 

1, 

4,409 

1,627 
493 
847 
931 

1,163 
620 
848 
505 
716 


¡2,316  18,465  25,395  25,386  50,781 


752 
75G 

1,205 
734 

3.055 
473 
521 

1,444 
673 
958 
885 
603 

1,098 

4,710 

1,426 
472 
843 
875 

1,138 
658 
815 
482 
810 


1,532 

1,574 

2,530 

1,491 

5,664 

1,061 

1,073 

2  < 

1^369 

1,949 

1,684 

1,281 

2,296 

9,119 

3,053 

965 
1,690 
1,806 
2,301 
1,27 
1,663 

987 
1,526 


^o 

^«J 

¡3  fee 

9  *» 

03  oá 

w  os 

**& 

tH  o 

r*   CC 

tí£ 

^  oá 

o  cá 

Q  O 

<u  di 

¡s  >■• 

Ir','** 

■go 

« 

pq"" 

279 
458 
625 
253 

1,411 
204 
283 
724 
337 
532 
353 
281 
644 

2,596 
714 
226 
372 
353 
717 
269 
378 
203 
266 


965 
884 

1,415 
906 

2,853 
641 
543 

1,637 
776 

1,036 
919 
772 

1,184 

4,' 

1,660 
563 
898 
986 

1,120 
725 
951 
520 
879 


12,478  27,619 


175 
164 
297 
202 
800 
132 
144 
342 
164 
237 
214 
148 
269 
1,111 
435 
11 
262 
243 
316 
163 
217 
146 
220 


6,518 


113 

OS 
lWi 
130 
600 

84 
103 
186 

92 
144 
198 

80 
199 
626 
244 

59 
158 
224 
148 
121 
117 
118 
161 


4,166 


Recapitulation. 


Havana 

Puerto  Principe 

Santa  Clara 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Pinar  del  Río 

Matanzas 

Grand  Total. 


72,907 

24,212 

49,300 

47,819 

97,119 

23,023 

4,033 

13,939 

13,117 

27,056 

66,779 

26,289 

48,210 

44,858 

93,068 

48,862 

35,706 

43,660 

40,908 

84,568 

31,924 

11,918 

23,507 

20,335 

43,842 

32,316 

18,465 

25,395 

25,386 

50,781 

275,811 

120,623 

204,011 

192,423 

396,434 

20,179!  52.156 

6,928  ¡  13;994 

21,392  50,346 

21,330  46,685 

11,263  24,040 

12,478¡  27,619 


93,570  214,840 


14,088 

3,431 

12,162 

10,370 

5,262 

6,518 

51,831 

10,696 
2,703 
9,168 
6,183 
3,277 
4,166 


36,193 


School  Census  practically  Worthless. — A  comparison  of  this  table  with 
the  Census  of  the  Island  taken  in  1899,  and  believed  to  be  ac- 
curate, shows  that  the  table  is  worthless  as  a  source  of   accurate 

'  ''data. 


Population  from  5  to  17 
years,  by  official  census. 

Population  from  6  to  18 
years,  by  school  census. 

DIFFERENCE/ 

PROVINCES. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Boys. 

14,262 
3,258 
15,427 
22,554 
9,234 
8,135 

72,870 

Girls. 

Total. 

Havana  

63,562 
17,1.97 
63;  637 
66,214 
32,741 
33,530 

64.127 
16,940 
63,452 
65,674 
31,915 
33,939 

127,689 
34.137 
127;089 
131,888 
64,656 
67,469 

49,300 
13,939 
48,210 
43,660 
23,507 
25,395 

47,819 
13,117 
44,858 
40,908 
20,335 
25,386 

97,119 
27,056 
93,068 
84,568 
43,842 
50,781 

16,308 
3,823 
18,594 
24,766 
11,580 
8,553 

30,570 

Puerto  Principe 

Santa  Clara 

7,081 
34,021 

Santiago  de  Cuba... 
Pinar  del  Rio 

47,320 
20,814 

Matanzas 

16,688 

Totals 

276,881 

276,047 

552,928 

204,011 

192,423 

396,434 

83,624 

156,494 

Importance  of  a  School  Census.  It  is  of  immense  Help  in  the  Distribu- 
tion of  Schools. — The  Island  Census  gives  the  population  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  seventeen  years  for  the  entire  Island  as  552,- 
928-,  and  the  School  Census  gives  the   school  population  between 
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the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years  as  396,431  or  156,494  less  than 
the  aforementioned  figure.  This  is  the  discrepancy  for  the  entire 
Island,  and  a  proportional  difference  exists  in  the  returns  from 
the  various  Municipal  and  City  Districts.  The  result  of  the 
School  Census,  however,  is  herein  given  in  order  to  more  forcibly 
call  to  the  attention  of  the  Boards  of  Education  the  necessity  for 
greater  care  and  accuracy  in  this  work  in  the  future.  The  im- 
portance of  the  yearly  school  census  has  probably  been  under- 
estimated and  its  real  worth  has  not  been  properly  appreciated. 
It  is  of  great  value  as  statistical  information,  even  if  its  only 
object  were  to  keep  informed  of  the  changing  number  of  youths 
of  school  age  and  the  proportion  of  such  youths  that  has  been 
furnished  an  opportunity  for  public  education.  It  is  of  value 
in  determining  the  number  of  schools  that  are  necessary.  Its 
greatest  value  at  the  present  time  results  from  the.  assistance  it 
gives  in  deciding  the  proper  location  of  the  schools  of  any  dis- 
trict, and  in  enforcing  the  Truant  Law.  Attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  schools  of  the  Island  are  badly 
located,  being  in  localities  very  thinly  settled,  while  centers  of 
population  are  without  schools.-  With  accurate  information  as 
to  the  varying  density  of  population  in  different  parts  of  the 
districts  this  faulty  location  may  be  corrected. 

Due  to  the  Reconcentrado  Measure  the  rural  districts  of  Cuba, 
were  almost  depopulated  and  their  inhabitants  were  collected  in 
the  cities  and  villages.  With  the  return  of  peace  these  families 
sought  their  old  homes  in  the  country.  Great  changes  in  the 
distribution  of  the  population  have  resulted. 

The  School  Census  gives  this  information,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
Boards  of  Education  will  realize  the  importance  of  this  work 
before  the  time  for  making  the  enumeration  again  arrives  and 
that  they  will  make  previous  arrangements  for  securing  full  and 
accurate  results.  At  the  very  best  it  is  a  most  difficult  task  and 
one  which  has  always  perplexed  school  authorities.  In  due  time 
careful  and  detailed  instructions  will  be  given  to  all  Boards  oí 
Education  from  this  office,  pointing  out  the  numerous  mistakes 
which  have  been  made  this  year  and  the  way  in  which  they  may 
be  avoided.  The  total  expense  of  the  enumeration  was  $9,981.00. 

Summer  Normal  Schools. 

Opinion  Regarding  .their  Organization. — The  following  extract 
from  the  yearly  report  of  the  Provincial  Superintendent  of  the 
Province  of  .Havana  is  an.  interesting  account  of  the  organization 
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of  the  first  Summer  Normal  Schools  of  Cuba  in  the  summers  of 
j900  and  1901,  and  points  out  what  in  his  opinion  were  their 
principal  defects: 

One  of  the  first  works  in  educational  matters  executed  by  the 
Board  of  Superintendents  of  Cuba,  was  the  creation  and  organ- 
ization of  the  Summer  Normal  Schools  in  this  country. 

In  May,  1900,  the  Military  Governor  issued  an  Order  establish- 
ing the  Summer  Normal  Schools  of  Cuba.  It  was  obligatory 
for  public  school  teachers  to  attend  such  schools,  but  no  fees  were 
exacted  from  them.  The  length  of  the  session  was  fixed  at  six 
weeks,  and  the  number  of  lectures  to  be  delivered  at  one  hundred 
and  twenty.  The  subjects,  or  topics  to  be  discussed,  were  the  fol- 
lowing: Beading,  Grammar,  Arithmetic,  Geography,  History  of 
Cuba,  Freehand  Drawing  from  Nature,  Writing,  School  Hygiene, 
History  of  Education,  and  Educational  Ideals.  Each  lecture  was 
to  last  forty  minutes,  to  be  followed  by  a  twenty  minutes'  discus- 
sion of  the  same  subject  by  the  teachers  present. 

Organized  in  accordance  ■  with  this  simple  plan,  the  schools 
began  in  July  of  the  year  1900.  In  the  first  year  of  their  exist- 
ence, everything  augured  the  most  pleasing  results.  The  In- 
structors, who,  as  a  general  rule,  were  well  chosen,  undertook 
their  work  confidently  and  enthusiastically.  The  teachers  who  had 
not  formed  part  of  the  famous  Harvard  excursion  felt  pleasure  in 
leaving  their  homes  to  travel,  to  view  cities  unknown  to  many  of 
them,  to  exchange  opinions  with  other  teachers,  and  to  hear 
pedagogues  speak  whose  reputation  had  reached  their  homes. 

The  work  of  the  Summer  Normal  Schools  began,  therefore, 
very  pleasantly,  as  if  it  were  a  school  festival.  Thousands  of 
persons,  desirous  of  obtaining  positions  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  Island,  flocked  to  the  Summer  Schools  to  take  part  in  the 
festival,  surrounding  these  Institutes  with  an  atmosphere  of 
youth,  of  gaiety,  and,  perhaps,  of  frivolity. 

However,  a  keen  observer  might  have  discovered  in  the  work 
of  these  schools,  despite  their  satisfactory  beginning,  a  germ 
of  decomposition  and  of  disorder  which  was  to  develop  quickly. 
The  majority  of  the  teachers  present  paid  no  heed  to,  or  were 
bored  by,  the  lectures  delivered,  A  great  number  of  the  lecturers 
failed  to  give  satisfaction  on  account  of  the  poorness  of  their 
voices  and  of  their  lack  of  oratorical  powers,  and  because  their 
demonstrations  were  lacking  in  clearness  and  in  method.  Four 
hours  of  lecturing  daily  during  six  weeks  exhausted  the  patience 
of  a  great  number,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  atmosphere 
of  gaiety  surrounding  the  schools,  making  the  teachers  forget  these 
defects,  they  would  have  violently  protested  against  these  Insti- 
tutions. 

After  the  close  of  the  Summer  Schools,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
everybody  that  a  radical  reform  in  the  plan  of  organization  should 
be  promptly  made.  The  lectures  should  cover  more  ground  and 
be  less  theoretic.  To  avoid  the  agglomeration  of  such  a  great 
number  of  teachers,  it  was  necessary  to  divide  them  into  groups; 
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and,  besides,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  teacher 
himself  should  take  part  in  the  work  of  the  school  and  that  the 
necessity  for  giving  instruction  in  some  branches  by  means  of 
lectures  be  avoided. 

The  reform  was  made  by  virtue  of  an  Order  of  the  Military 
Governor  promulgated  on  November  19, 1900;  but,  unfortunate- 
ly, instead  of  obviating  difficulties,  and  causing  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  defects  which  were  a  source  of  danger  for  the  Institu- 
tion, the  reform  tended  to  make  these  defects  very  much  worse. 
What  had  been  a  teaching  Institution,  open  freely  both  to  teach- 
ers and  to  whomsoever  might  desire  to  share  the  benefits  that 
might  result  from  the  school,  was  completely  changed  in  character: 
everybody  being  required  to  pay  a  stated  sum  as  a  means  of 
gaining  admission  to  the  schools. 

It  is  easily  understood  that  the  attendance  to  a  free  Summer 
School  should  be  made  obligatory  on  all  of  those  persons  for 
whose  benefit  the  school  is  established.  The  State  has  the  right 
to  demand  some  work  from  its  teachers  in  exchange  for  the 
salaries  which  they  are  paid  during  vacations.  But  that  they 
be  both  forced  to  attend  and  to  pay  for  attending,  is  a  monstrosity 
that  may  not,  by  any  means,  be  justified.  The  dilemma  placed 
before  the  teachers  was  not  "work  and  study,  else  you  shall  not 
receive  your  salary;"  but  "give  away  a  portion  of  your  salary, 
or  else  you  shall  not  receive  the  remainder  of  your  emoluments. '  ■ 
"But  this  was  not  the  only  error  committed  by  the  enactment  of 
Order  No.  475.  Under  pretext  of  bettering  the  Course  of  Studies 
of  the  Summer  Schools  it  made  them  in  truth  worse  in  a  very  evi- 
dent manner.  True  it  is  that  the  Course  of  Studies  first  estab- 
lished introduced  a  lamentable  confusion  between  academic  and 
pedagogical  work,  by  forcing  the  lecturer  on  any  branch  to  ex- 
pound his  methods  of  teaching;  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
this  confusion  rendered  the  work  of  the  school  more  attractive 
and  more  varied,  because  when  the  lecturers  spoke  of  methods  of 
teaching  they  spoke  of  something  practical  and  were  listened  to 
with  some  interest  by  the  teachers.  The  Summer  Schools  were 
given  a  marked  theoretical  character  by  Order  475,  for  every 
lecturer  was  to  limit  himself  to  explain  in  detail  the  branch  or 
topic  assigned  to  him,  and  a  special  lecturer  on  methods  was  to 
give  twenty  lectures,  wThich  were  by  no  means  sufficient  to 
embody  a  study  of  such  importance. 

The  defects  of  the  reform  were  seen  immediately  after  the 
schools  commenced  on  the  9th  of  July,  1901.  The  teachers  of 
this  Province  expressed  the  greatest  dissatisfaction  when  they 
were  asked  to  deposit  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  School  their  res- 
pective quotas.  Many  lacked  the  amount  of  money  necessary  and 
had  recourse  to  money  lenders  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Law. 
A  good  number  feigned  sickness  so  as  to  be  exempted  from  attend- 
ing, and,  as  many  requests  of  this  nature  were  denied,  man}' 
teachers  came  to  the  school  with  a  spirit  of  hostility  which  was 
easily  noticeable. 

The  lecturers  were,  as  a  rule,   the   same   ones  who  had   filled 
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those  positions  in  the  Summer  Schools  of  the  preceding  year. 
On  account  of  this,  and  also  because  of  the  clearly  theoretical 
character  or  stamp  given  these  Institutes  by  the  Order  published 
on  November  19,  1900,  the  dullness  and  dislike  with  which 
the  lectures  were  heard  increased,  especially  in  the  Summer 
School  established  in  the  city  of  Havana.  The  oratorical  defi- 
ciencies of  some  lecturers  were  openly  displayed  once  more,  and 
although  some  of  them  attained  full  control  over  their  hearers, 
yet  the  general  impression  was  one  of  disagreeableness. 

The  spirit  of  hostility  existing  against  the  Summer  Schools  was 
greatly  increased  because  of  the  existence  in  Havana  of  a  few 
teachers,  connected  with  the  newspapers,  who  were  entirely  lack- 
ing in  the  culture  and  experience  necessary  to  pass  upon  these 
Institutes.  On  this  occasion  it  was  clearly  seen  how  easily  may 
the  judgment  of  many  be  led  astray  by  the  narrowness  of  mind 
and  the  lack  of  special  knowledge  on  the  part  of  those  who 
arrogate  to  themselves  the  positions  of  directors  of  the  public 
opinion. 

Several  newspapers  affirmed  that  it  was  next  to  madness  to 
establish  the  Summer  Schools,  because  it  was  not  hygienic  and 
because  it  was  even  criminal  to  have  these  schools  during  the 
months  in  which  the  heat  was  most  intense.  Others  stated  that 
the  school  authorities  were  treating  the  teachers  as  slaves  in  forcing 
them  to  study  during  the  vacations.  Some  one  hinted  that  the 
schools  were  simply  due  to  a  vast  plan  to  exploit  the  public 
school  teachers  because  it  was  known  that  from  the  money  collect- 
ed a  great  surplus  would  be  obtained.  Finally,  a  group  of  persons 
not  connected  in  any  way  whatever  with  the  public  schools, 
determined  to  strike  a  death  blow  to  these  Institutes  by  every 
means  at  their  disposal.  A  newspaper  writer  acquired  notoriety 
in  this  campaign  of  slander  and  of  hatred  because  with  his  violent 
and  aggressive  articles  he  kept" the  teachers  attending  the  Havana 
Summer  School  in  a  state  of  constant  alarm. 

The  Plan  of  Organization. — In  compliance  with  the  School  Law, 
the  Board  of  Superintendents  at  its  meeting  in  ISTovember,  1900, 
arranged  a  plan  for  the  organization  of  the  Teachers'  Institutes 
of  the  Island.  It  is  to  this  plan  that  the  Provincial  Superinten- 
dent of  Havana  refers  in  the  extract  from  his  report  just  given. 
As  approved  by  the  Military  Governor  it  provided  for  Summer 
Normal  Schools  in  the  capitals  of  Provinces,  and  at  such  other 
places  as  it  might  be  deemed  neccessary  to  organize  such  schools. 

The  Course  of  Study  to  be  followed  was  also  arranged  for,  and 
is  as  follows: 

Methods  of  Teaching. 20  lectures. 

School  Organization 3         ,, 

Methods  of  Teaching  English 3         ,, 

Present  School  Law 2         ,, 

Pest&lozzi,  Froebel,  Várela,  La  Luz 4         , , 
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Educational  Ideas  in   the  United  States  and 

Cuba .'..-. 2  lectures. 

School  Hygiene  and  School  Houses 6  , , 

Language  and  Elementary  Grammar 15  , , 

Elemen  tary  Arithmetic 15  , , 

Geography ;  General,  and  of  Cuba 15  , , 

History  of  Cuba 10 

Freehand  Drawing  from  Kature 6  . , 

Natural  History 15  , , 

Elementary  Civics 6         . , 

*  It  was  provided  that  the  lecturers  should  be  teachers,  professors, 
or  other  persons  of  recognized  competency  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Provincial  Superintendent  with  the  approval  of  the  Island  Super- 
intendent. The  lecturers  and  instructors  received  $5.00  for 
each  lecture  delivered.  The  Summer  Schools  are  to  continue  for 
six  weeks  of  four  lectures  daily,  each  lecture  of  at  least  40  min- 
utes, followed  by  20  minutes'  discussion. 

By  the  School  Law  all  teachers  of  the  Island  are  required  to 
attend  the  Summer  Schools,  or  forfeit  their  pay  for  the  vacation 
period. 

Number  of  Summer  Normal  Schools  Organized. — In  the  summer  of 
1901  Summer  Normal  Schools  were  organized  in  accordance  with 
this  plan  in  various  places  in  each  Province  of  the  Island.  In  the 
entire  Island  there  where  twenty-two  schools  organized,  and 
twenty  were  continued  for  six  weeks;  four  in  the  Province  of 
Santiago;  two  in  the  Province  of  Puerto  Principe;  six  in  the 
Province  of  Santa  Clara;  four  in  the  Province  of  Matanzas;  four 
in  the  Province  of  Havana,  and  two  in  the  Province  of  Pinar  del 
Rio. 

In  some  Provinces  of  the  Island,  especially  those  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  Puerto  Principe,  and  Pinar  del  Rio,  the  means  of  com- 
munication are  so  bad  that  the  teachers  attended  the  schools  with 
considerable  difficulty;  nevertheless,  the  attendance  at  all  the 
schools  was  very  large.  Undoubtedly  the  fact  that  the  payment 
of  the  vacation  salary  depended  on  the  attending  of  the  Summer 
■Normal  Schools,  assisted  greatly  in  inducing  many  of  the  teachers 
to  attend.  Many  young  men  and  women  studying  for  examina- 
tions and  hoping  to  be  teachers  in  the  future,  also  took  advantage 
of  this  course  of  instruction. 

A  better  and  more  Practical  Organization  should  be  Given  these  Schools. 
—The  organization  of  these  schools  was  almost  an  entirely  new 
work  for  superintendents,  directors,  lecturers,  etc,  and  consider- 
ing this  fact  their  organization  and  the  instructions  given  in  them 
reflect  credit  on  those  to  whom  the  task  was  entrusted,  although 
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there  will  be  no  excuse  if  a  more  efficient  and  practical  organiza- 
tion is  "not  provided  by  tte  Board  of  Superintendents  in  the 
coming  year.  The  schools  were,  with  few  exceptions,  carefully 
located;  the  best  possible  buildings  and  material  under  the  cir- 
cumstances were  provided  for  them.  Lecturers  and  instructors 
were  selected  with  care,  although  the  Provincial  Superintendents' 
lack  of  personal  knowledge  of  the  abilities  of  the  teachers  pro- 
duced many  unfortunate  selections.  Arrangements  were  made 
for  the  accommodation  and  comfort  of  the  teachers.  The  schools 
were  all  opened  on  the  same  day  with  full  attendance,  and  great 
interest  and  enthusiasm.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  all 
continued  their  sessions  during  the  entire  six  weeks. 

Strong,  though  wholly  Unjustified,  Censure  passed  upon  the  Havana 
Summer  School. — With  the  single  exception  of  the  Normal  School 
at  Havana,  all  of  the  schools  were  remarkably  free  from,  unpleas- 
ant incidents  of  any  sort,  as  well  as  criticism,  except  of  the  most 
healthy  kind  and  perfectly  well  intentioned.  In  Havana, 
however,  almost  from  the  moment  of  the  organization,  the  Sum- 
mer School  was  bitterly  attacked  by  a  part  of  the  public  press, 
and  in  other  ways.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  detail  here  of 
the  motives  that  prompted  these  criticisms,  except  to  say  that 
in  almost  every  instance  they  were  purely  personal.  While  the 
justness  of  this  criticism  was  never  recognized  for  a  moment,  it 
was  very  unfortunate  that  it  occurred,  for  in  the  end  it  had  an 
unpleasant  effect  on  the  school  itself,  and  outside  of  the  city  of 
Havana,  the  general  impression  of  the  ÍTormal  School  of  Havana 
was  that  formed  by  reading  this  unjust  criticism.  The  criticism 
was  of  a  nature  to  indicate  that  those  making  it  had  vowed  that 
the  Summer  Normal  School  of  Havana  should  not  be  a. success, 
and  were  willing  to  go  to  almost  any  extreme  to  make  their  vow 
good. 

In  the  Summer  School  of  Havana  there  was  an  attendance 
of  over  700  teachers,  and  it  was  to  be  expected  that  among  that 
number  there  were  some  who  would  be  influenced  by  such  criti- 
cism, and  very  early  in  the  session  its  effects  were  noticed  in  the 
school  itself  and  continued  to  detract  from  the  order  and  good  re- 
sults of  the  school  until  its  closing  day.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  such  maliciously  inclined  persons  are  able  to  cloak  their 
personal  likes  and  dislikes  and  petty  vanities  in  an  assumed 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  public  education.  Healthy  criticism  is 
invited  and  is  always  welcomed,  but  it  should  be  a  criticism  that 
helps  to  point  out  the  errors  that  exist,  recognizes  the  good,  and 
seeks  the  improvement  of  an  existing  state  of  affairs,  but  which 
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is  anxious  to  secure  the  greatest  good  possible  under  existing 
conditions,  until  a  time  swall  arrive  when  they  may  be  changed. 

Organization  of  the  Summer  Schools  in  Other  Parts  of  the  Island. — 
Due  to  these  criticisms  of  the  Summer  Normal  School  in  the  city 
Of  Havana,  I  determined  to  visit  the  ISTormal  Schools  of  the  other 
Provinces,  and  ascertain  what  the  conditions  might  be  there.  I 
inspected  all  the  Summer  Normal  Schools  of  the  Province  of  Ma- 
tanzas, and  a  part  of  those  of  the  Provinces  of  Santa  Clara  and 
Pinar  del  Bio.  "With  a  single  exception  all  these  schools  had 
been  well  organized,  were  being  well  conducted,  and  were  attend- 
ed by  a  most  enthusiastic  and  harmonious  body  of  teachers.  I 
was  prepared  to  see  a  certain  lack  of  harmony  and  a  certain 
amount  of  desire  to  criticize,  but  these  were  most  conspicuously 
absent,  and  the  most  prominent  features  of  all  these  schools  were 
the  harmony,  enthusiasm,  and  good  spirit  noticed  on  all  sides.. 

Good  reports  were  received  from  the  Provincial  Superintendents 
in  all  parts  of  the  Island  and  references  made  by  them  in  their 
attached  reports  are  favorable  to  the  Summer  Normal  Schools.  In 
general,  the  results  of  the  Normal  Schools  of  the  summer  of  1901 
were  universally  good,  and  I  believe  exceeded  the  expectations  of 
even  those  who  organized  them.  For  six  weeks  the  teachers 
of  the  Island  were  given  an  opportunity  to  exchange  ideas 
and  to  profit  each  one  by  the  experience  and  knowledge 
of  the  other.  The  teacher  of  the  country  was  able  to  observe 
the  methods  of  the  teacher  of  the  city  and  vice  versa.  Hundreds 
of  schools  in  the  Island  are  better  to-day  for  the  ideas  their 
teachers  gleaned  in  the  Summer  Schools  just  passed. 

Room  for  Improvement  in  Organization. — Defects  pointed  out.— 
Although  the  results  were  so  satisfactory,  it  is  not  intended  to 
state  that  there  is  no  room  for  improvement.  In  his  remarks  on 
the  Summer  Schools,  the  Provincial  Superintendent  of  Havana 
has  made  the  common  mistake  of  confusing  a  plan  with  the  way 
in  which  it  is  executed,  and  has  condemned  the  plan  because  it 
has  not  given  good  results  when  badly  executed.  The  Summer 
Schools  of  1902  should  be  far  superior  to  those  of  the  summer 
Just  passed,  and  they  will  be.  Many  defects  in  the  execution  of  the 
plan  for  organizing  the  schools  were  brought  to  light,  and  they 
will  have  a  more  practical  organization  in  the  future.  For  the 
summer  of  1902  the  Board  of  Superintendents  will  make  such 
modifications  in  this  organization  as  have  been  suggested  to  them 
by  the  experience  of  last  summer.  Whatever  changes  are  made, 
their  principal  object  should  be  to  organize  the  schools  so  as 
to  give  each  teacher  more  opportunity  to  see  the  actual  methods 
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used  by  others,  or  to  sohw  the  methods  used  by  himself  as  the 
case  may  be.  The  principal  defect  in  the  schools  of  the  past 
summer  was  that  they  were  not  sufficiently  practical.  There 
was  too  much  time  spent  in  listening  to  long,  complex,  and  im- 
practical lectures,  and  too  little  time  spent  in  the  practical 
demonstration  of  how  to  teach  such  simple  things  as  the  pupil  of 
the  Cuban  school  of  to-day  is  ready  to  learn.  This  was  the  great 
defect  of  the  Summer  formal  Schools  of  1901,  ascertained  by  all 
before  the  close  of  the  term,  but  when  it  was  too  late  to  make 
changes,  except  in  a  few  instances. 

The  teacher  of  Cuba  to-day  is  but  a  child  in  knowledge,  as  a 
rule,  but  whether  he  knows  little  or  much,  he  knows  more  than 
the  child  he  is  to  teach,  and  the  important  point  is  that  the 
teacher  shall  knoy/  how  to  teach  the  little  he  knows,  and  he 
should  hear  and  see  in  the  Summer  School  the  methods  that  he 
will  use  in  his  own  school  a  few  weeks  later.  Our  public  schools 
to-day  have  practically  no  children  in  the  fifth  grade.  It  will  be 
time  enough  to  devote  a  portion  of  the  Summer  Normal  School  to 
teaching  the  higher  branches  when  the  children  in  the  public 
schools  are  ready  to  be  taught  those  branches. 

How  the  Summer  Normal  Schools  should  he  Organized.— The  success 
of  any  Summer  School  depends  so  directly  on  the  ability  of  its 
director  and  lecturers  that  they  should  be  selected  with  the 
greatest  care.  In  the  coming  year  the  Provincial  Superintendents 
should  obtain  a  sufficiently  intimate  knowledge  of  the  teachers 
of  the  Island  to  be  able  to  make  their  selections  of  lecturers  with 
considerable  certainty.  They  should  be  designated  sufficiently 
early  to  permit  them  to  be  properly  instructed  in  their  duties. 
The  lecturers  in  the  Summer  Schools  of  1902  must  understand 
that  the  Summer  School  is  not  a  place  to  practice  oratorical  effects 
and  rehearse  flowery  periods  to  the  applause  of  galleries, 
but  plain  unadorned  language,  explaining  those  simple  things 
that  are  of  benefit  to  the  teacher,  is  what  is  desired.  Every 
Summer  School  should  have  a  practical  training  school  of 
children  of  the  first  four  grades  as  a  part  of  its  organization.  I 
believe  it  will  be  possible  to  arrange  this.  The  attendance  of 
children  at  such  a  training  school  during  the  vacation  period 
cannot  be  enforced,  but  there  are  sufficient  children  anxious  to 
attend  such  a  school,  or  parents  anxious  to  have  them  attend,  to 
insure  the  success  of  such  a  training  school.  The  daily  session 
of  this  school  may  be  reduced  to  four  hours  if  it  is  not  deemed 
advisable  to  make  it  longer,  or  it  may  even  be  still  further 
shortened.     There  is  no   other  one  addition  to  the  Summer  Nor- 
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mal  School  that  will  so  improve  its  practical  value  to  the  teacher. 
Such  a  training  school  under  the  management  of  an  able  director 
would  furnish  every  teacher  attending  the  Normal  School  an 
opportunity  to  explain  his  methods  and  to  see  a  practical 
demonstration  of  those  of  other  teachers. 

The  Expenses  of  these  Schools  are  Borne  by  the  Teachers.  Reasons. — - 
The  expenses  of  the  Summer  Normal  Schools  were  paid  by  the 
teachers  themselves  as  prescribed  in  Paragraph  99  of  the  School 
Law,  which  requires  that  all  teachers  receiving  a  salary  of  more 
than  $50  per  month  shall  pay  $6  and  all  teachers  receiving  a 
salary  less  than  $50  per  month  shall  pay  $3,  as  a  condition  to 
attending  the  school.  The  fund  thus  obtained  was  sufficient  to 
cover  all  the  expenses  of  the  different  schools  and  a  small  surplus 
was  left  over  which  forms  a  sinking  fund  for  the  support  of  the 
schools  for  the  coming  years,  and  to  better  supply  them  with  the 
necessary  material,  apparatus,  etc.  There  has  been  some  scat- 
tering criticism  of  this  portion  of  the  School  Law,  but  it  indicates 
such  an  ungrateful  disposition  on  the  part  of  those  making  it, 
that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  this  criticism  has  not 
been  general. 

As  stated  in  another  part  of  this  report,  there  are  but  few 
countries  that  pay  their  teachers  so  bountifully  as  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  and  when  the  present  strained  economical  condition  of  the 
Island  is  considered,  it  is  the  wonder  of  all  who  have  given  the 
matter  any  attention,  that  the  government  continues  paying 
such  high  salaries.  The  Summer  Normal  School  is  an  additional 
opportunity  placed  within  reach  of  the  teachers,  but  at  the  same 
time  it  is  the  duty  of  the  teacher  to  take  advantage  of  this  op- 
portunity. When  it  is  considered  that  the  State  bears  the 
enormous  burden  of  supporting  the  public  school  system,  at  a 
yearly  expenditure  of  millions  of  dollars,  by  which  thousands  of 
teachers  are  given  comfortable  salaries  varying  from  $360  to 
$1,200  per  year,  it  is  asking  but  little  of  these  same  teachers 
when  they  are  required  to  pay  the  paltry  sum  of  $3  to  $5  for 
what  is  really  their  advantage.  Except  in  few  cases  this 
amount  is  paid  gladly  and  graciously.  Such  complaints  from 
teachers  merit  the  most  severe  criticism  and  stamp  them  as  per- 
sons little  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  teaching  profession.  The 
teachers  of  Cuba  are  exceptionally  fortunate  to  receive  their 
salaries  during  the  vacation  period,  which  privilege  is  scarcely 
thought  of  in  many  countries.  It  was  never  intended  that  the 
salaries  should  be  paid  during  the  vacation,  except  to  afford 
teachers  additional  means  to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  matricula- 
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tion,  boardj  travelling,   etc.   incident  to  attending  the   Summer 
Normal  Schools. 

Faulty  Methods  Employed.  —  Improvement  in  the 

Methods  and  in  the  Course  of -Studies. 

Establishment  of  a  Course  of  Studies. — Until  a  short  time  ago  the 
principle  followed  in  the  schoolroom  had  been  to  give  every  teacher 
absolute  liberty  to  employ  his  own  methods  of  instruction.  This 
meant  for  the  great  majority  of  teachers  of  the  Island  of  Cuba 
no  method  at  all.  As  has  often  been  stated  in  this  report,  they 
were  teachers  only  in  name,  many  of  them  with  absolutely  no 
experience,  and  it  would  have  been  better  had  they  been  given 
less  liberty  and  more  ideas  of  the  methods  of  instruction  that 
they  should  employ  instead  of  throwing  them  on  their  own 
resources. 

This  absence  of  a  recognized  plan,  systematizing  the  technical 
work  of  the  schoolroom  and  insuring  uniformity  of  progress  in 
different  portions  of  the  Island,  continued  until  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Superintendents  in  December  of  1900,  when  a 
Course  of  Studies  was  prepared  and  published,  which  was  to 
become  the  guide  of  every  teacher  in  the  Island,  the  application 
of  which  would  secure  the  same  progress  and  efficiency  in  Bara- 
coa as  in  G-uane,  and  would  warrant  our  conferring  on  our  schools 
the  dignity  conveyed  by  the  word  "System."  This  pamphlet 
was  as  complete  as  it  could  be  made  under  the  circumstances, 
and  was  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  in  the  most  prac- 
tical way  the  principal  abuses  of  the  schoolroom.  The  Super- 
intendents recognized  this  as  a  question  which  demanded  the 
most  immediate  attention,  and  without  waiting  for  additional 
experience,  which  would  have  permitted  them  to  prepare  a  more 
perfect  plan,  they  did  the  most  sensible  thing  and  made  such 
arrangements  as  the  experience  they  then  had  permitted,  leaving 
to  the  future  the  correction  and  perfection  of  their  work.  For  one 
cause  or  another  there  had  already  been  too  long  delay  and  more 
than  a  year  had  passed  during  which  time  no  attempt  had  been 
made  to  unify  the  instruction  given  in  the  Island.  Each  locality 
was  left  practically  unassisted  and  each  teacher  to  his  own 
resources. 

Great  Improvement  in  Methods. — However  bad  may  have  been  the 
methods  employed  by  many  of  our  teachers,  there  is.no  losing 
sight  of  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  meager  assistance 
given  them,  the  improvement  they  have  made  in   this  particular 
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during  the  past  year  has  been  wonderful.  The  location  of  the 
schoolroom  is  no  longer  known  by  the  uproar  of  lusty  voices  of 
children  studying  aloud  or  singing-  their  lessons.  ISfo  longer  is 
valuable  time  wasted  in  the  memorizing  of  entire  pages  of  text 
books.  'No  longer  do  girls  sit  all  day  sewing  or  embroidering 
some  fine  bit  of  fancy  work  that  can  be  of  no  possible  practical 
use  in  the  humble  homes  from  which  they  came.  In  those  days 
girls'  schools  were  mere  sewing  classes.  These  methods  are  not 
tolerated  and  every  teacher  of  the  Island  is  doing  his  best  to 
employ  modern  methods  in  his  school,  although  the  attempts  of 
many  of  them  are  very  crude. 

System  of  Supervision. — It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  class  of 
people  as  quick  to  profit  by  suggestion  and  example  as  the  Cuban 
teachers.  So  true  is  this  tflat  on  all  sides,  from  those  who  have 
studied  the  question,  comes  the  opinion  that  all  they  need  is 
practical  direction  and  supervision.  This  is  now  furnished  in  an 
imperfect  way.  There  is  in  each  Province  the  Provincial  Super- 
intendent, but  with  the  supervision  of  so  many  schoolrooms, 
varying  from  300  in  the  Province  of  Pinar  del  Kio  to  900  in  the 
Province  of  Havana,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  personally 
superintend  all  the  schools  of  their  respective  provinces.  The 
establishment  of  a  system  of  district  supervision  of  the  schools 
would  be  certain  to  give  most  excellent  results.  During  the  year 
this  idea  was  carefully  studied  and  a  project  providing  for  such 
supervision  was  prepared  in  this  office  and  considered  by  the 
Board  of  Superintendents,  receiving  its  approval.  The  plan 
was  to  divide  the  Island  into  districts  and  appoint  a  Superinten- 
dent for  each.  The  division  was  to  be  made  in  such  a  way  that 
no  Superintendent  would  have  more  schools  under  his  direction 
than  he  could  properly  superintend.  The  plan,  while  not 
abandoned,  has  been  placed  at  one  side  until  the  District  Super- 
intendents that  would  have  to  be  appointed  may  be  chosen  with 
greater  certainty  of  their  competency.  It  is  evident  that  however 
perfect  this  idea  may  be  in  theory  (it  is  not  a  new  idea)  it  would 
be  worse  than  worthless  unless  wisely  put  into  practice,  and  its 
success  would  depend  entirely  on  the  superintendents  selected. 
To  make  a  mistake  in  the  selection  of  such  a  superintendent 
would  mean  the  perpetuation  of  the  very  evils  that  the  plan  was 
made  to  root  out.  The  question  of  additional  expense  is  not 
serious;  it  means  a  few  thousand  dollars  additional  to  secure 
greater  and  better  results  from  the  remainder  of  the  three  million. 
Every  dollar  expended  in  wise  supervision  of  our  schools  is 
economically  spent.     This  proj  ect  should  be  again  considered  as 
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soon  as  there  is  reasonable  certainty  that  the  proper  personnel 
can  be  found  for  its  enforcement.  In  the  coming  year  the  same 
idea  will  be  extended  to  City  Districts  of  the  Second  Class  and 
little  by  little  it  can  be  applied  all  over  the  Island  as  we  are 
prepared  for  it. 

Teachers  ignore  Collective  Teaching. — There  is  universal  ignorance 
among  teachers  of  the  importance  of  collective  teaching.  A 
teacher  in  the  first  grade  with  from  30  to  50  pupils  equally 
advanced  will,  waste  not  only  his  own  time  and  energies  but  those 
of  his  pupils  by  teaching  them  one  by  one.  It  often  happens 
that  the  day  passes  without  some  children  being  able  to  recite. 
The  pernicious  results  of  such  ignorance  are  so  numerous  and 
evident  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  mention  them.  With  the 
grading  of  the  schools  it  becomes  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
teachers  employ  the  collective  method  of  instruction,  otherwise 
the  advantages  of  having  the  schools  graded  will' be  lost. 

More  Time  should  be  Devoted  to  Study  and  Less  time  to  Recita- 
tion.— Nowhere  is  there  a  proper  distribution  of  the  time  of 
the  school  session  between  study  and  recitation;  in  all  of  our 
schools,  too  little  time  is  devoted  to  the  former  and  in  scores  of 
schools  no  time  at  all  is  devoted  to  study.  It  is  of  great  import- 
ance that  this  should  be  corrected  immediately.  The  proportion 
of  time  that  is  devoted  to  study  to  that  given  to  recitations  has  as 
a  general  rule  been  increased  with  the  improvement  of  any 
particular  school  system.  In  the  schools  of  some  countries  it  is 
one  third  of  the  whole  time,  in  others  one  half  or  even  more.  It 
naturally  varies  with  the  age  and  grade  of  the  child.  It  would 
be  absurd  to  expect  a  child  six  years  old  in  the  first  grade  to 
soberly  prepare  a  lesson  when  he  does  not  know  how  to  read, 
but  it  is  just  as  absurd  to  suppose  that  children  in  the  higher 
grades  can  be  taught  to  think  for  themselves  if  they  are  not 
thrown  on  their  own  resources  for  a  large  portion  of  the  time 
they  are  in  school.  A  public  education  of  from  six  to  ten  years  is 
a  very  meagre  preparation  for  the  struggle  of  life;  the  problems  of 
the  school  boy  are  mere  pygmies  to  the  greater  problems  of  life 
that  he  will  have  to  meet  as  a  man,  and  will  have  to  solve  often 
unassisted.  If  the  training  of  the  schoolroom  is  to  be  such  as 
will  prepare  the  child  for  this  more  difficult  problem,  he  must  be 
taught  to  help  himself  from  the  moment  he  enters  school.  In 
many  of  the  schools  of  Cuba  to-day,  the  teacher  devotes  the  entire 
time  allotted  to  any  particular  branch  to  explanations  of  the  lesson 
or  recitation;  he  makes  his  own  task  much  more  difficult  and  it 
is  possible  that  he  may  be  doing  his  pupils  an  actual  injury. 
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Abuse  of  the  Recess  Period.— The  time  devoted  to  recesses  is  by 
far  too  small.  It  should  be  greatly  increased  and  should  be 
arranged  in  long  enough  periods  to  permit  the  child  to  use  it  as 
such,  and  should  vary  for  the  different  grades. 

It  is  useless ,  however,  to  lengthen  the  recess  period  if  teachers 
continue  employing  it  in  the  absurdly  ignorant  way  of  the 
present.  Recess  to  be  valuable  must  furnish  the  child  with  re- 
creation, and  this  a  child  does  not  get  when  under  restraint.  At 
the  present  time  during  recess  a  child  does  what  the  teacher 
wishes,  and  not  what  his  childish  desire  for  fun  demands.  It  is 
no  exaggeration  to  brand  this  sort  of  recreation  as  cruelty.  This 
is  one  of  the  worst  abuses  of  the  public  schools  to-day.  Let  the 
teacher  march  her  class  from  the  schoolroom,  but  the  moment  it 
reaches  the  patio,  or  play  ground,  it  should  be  dismissed  and  the 
children  should  be  permitted  to  amuse  themselves  as  they  wish, 
until  time  to  again  call  them  together.  Teach  the  child  that  the 
moment  he  is  outside  he  may  begin  to  play,  but  that  the  instant 
the  bell  taps,  his  play  must  stop  and  he  must  return  to  his  class 
room,  and  then  dull,  sleepy,  and  inattentive  children  will  be 
replaced  by  those  with  bright,  quick,  and  active  minds. 

Only  the  principal  defects  in  the  methods  of  our  teachers  have 
been  pointed  out.  Some  of  these  may  be  corrected  almost  im- 
mediately by  radical  means.  The  others,  however,  will  disappear 
with  time  only  and  when  the  teachers  gain  greater  knowledge  ami 
experience  in  their  profession.  This  is  additional  evidence  of 
the  necessity  for  devoting  a  greater  part  of  the  present  ap- 
propriation to  the  training  of  teachers. 

The  Enforcement  of  the  Course  of  Studies  will  Correct  such  Defects. — It 
is  safe  to  say  that  the  application  and  enforcement  of  the  Course 
of  Studies  will  do  more  to  secure  the  gradual  correction  of  those 
defects  and  the  greatest  possible  results  from  a  given  time  in  the 
schoolroom  than  any  other  measure  so  far  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Superintendents.  Its  publication  and  distribution  were  not 
accomplished  in  time  to  permit  an  extensive  trial  of  it  in  the 
present  school  year,  but  arrangements  are  being  made  to  grade 
the  schools  as  soon  as  the  new  school  year  begins.  The  statis- 
tics of  this  school  year  contain  no  information  as  to  the  number 
of  children  in  the  different  grades.  From  personal  inspections, 
reports,  etc.,  it  is  well  known  that  of  the  180,000  children  at- 
tending the  schools  of  Cuba  very  few  are  beyond  the  fourth  grade, 
and  by  far  the  great  majority  are  in  the  first  three  grades,  al- 
though nearly  half  of  them  are  over  ten  years  of  age.  Nothing 
illustrates  more  graphically    and  forcibly  the  completely   aban- 
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doned  condition  of  public  education  in  Cuba  before  the.  establish- 
ment of  the  present  school  system.  The  first  grade,  or  more 
properly  speaking,  what  will  be  the  first  grade  in  our  schools 
when  they  are  graded,  will  contain  thousands  of  boys  and  girls 
from  10  to  12  years  of  age;  not  because  they  are  dull,  but  simply 
for  the  reason  that  until  the  past  year  they  had  had  no  oppor- 
tunity for  education. 

The  first  few  months  of  the  coming  school  year  should  see  all 
the  schools  of  the  Island  graded  under  the  same  system  and  it  will 
then  be  possible  to  give  these  data  correctly.  This  task  will  be  an 
extremely  difficult  one,  but  the  Island  Superintendent  of  Schools 
has  made  arrangements  to  appoint  a  Pedagogical  Inspector  for 
each  Province  of.  the  Island,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  go  from  dis- 
trict to  district  and  personally  grade  the  schools.  The  Provincial 
Superintendent  thus  assisted  should  be  able  to  complete  the 
grading  in  a  few  months,  and  a  boy  in  the  first  grade  at  Cape 
Maisi  may  be  placed  in  the  same  grade  at  Cape  San  Antonio. 

Modifications  that  should  be  Introduced  in  the  Course  of  Studies. — 
Reasons,- — Since  the  preparation  of  the  Course  of  Studies  addition- 
al experience  has  shown,  as  was  to  be  expected,  that  certain  mis- 
takes have  been  made  and  that  certain  changes  may  be  desirable. 
The  Cuban  child  is  very  bright  and  naturally  quick  to  learn,  but 
his  surroundings  and  early  life  have  nott>een  such  as  to  prepare 
him  for  receiving  the  full  advantage  of  the  time  spent  in  the 
schoolroom,  especially  for  the  first  year  or  so.  Many  of  them 
come  from  the  rural  districts  and  the  years  of  their  life  previous 
to  their  entering  the  school  have  been  wasted  and  neglected  by 
parents  who  have  no  idea  of  their  duty  toward  their  children  in 
this  particular  respect.  There  are  no  Kindergartens,  but  the 
same  is  true  of  many  other  countries,  where  the  home  takes  the 
place  of  the  Kindergarten;  but  this  is  not  true  in  Cuba.  For  the 
first  year  or  so  the  Cuban  boy  or  girl  cannot  be  burdened  with 
many  .studies.  His  limitations  are  far  from  great.  In  prepar- 
ing the  Course  of  Studies,  I  fear  that  too  much  was  expected  of 
the  scholars  of  the  first  and  second  grades  and  these  grades  con- 
tain by  far  too  many  branches  of  studies.  The  problem  of 
properly  preparing  a  Course  of  Studies  is  to  measure  the  ability 
of  the  child  and  to  assign  him  to  work  according  to  his  ability.  The 
amount  of  work  which  may  be  assigned  to  a  particular  grade, 
once  known,  it  only  remains  to-  fix  upon  that  which  will  be  of 
greatest  practical  importance  to  the  child,  and  which  will  best  fit 
him  for  an  honest  and  useful  life. 
A  Course  of  Studies  is  necessarily  a  changeable  quantity;  it  can- 
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not  be  made  so  perfect  that  it  will  meet  the  requirements  of 
constantly  changing  conditions.  This  is  especially  true  of  our 
Course  of  Studies,  since  quite  naturally  the  conditions  met  with 
in  our  Public  Schools  are  changing  very  rapidly.  Since  the 
date  of  writing  the  present  Course  of  Studies  it  has  changed 
greatly,  and  this  will  continue  until  the  present  abnormal  condi- 
tion becomes  more  nearly  normal.  Increased  experience  and  the 
improvement  of  each  succeeding  year  will  call  for  a  revision  of 
some  of  its  provisions,  but  during  the  next  few  years,  while  the 
conditions  are  changing  so  rapidly,  it  may  be  necessary  to  make 
certain  changes  in  the  Course  of  Studies  more  frequently  than 
once  a  year.  It  is  so  easy  to  do  this  and  thus  adapt  it  to  the 
necessities  of  the  instant,  and  neglect  in  these  matters  is  so 
undesirable,  that  there  is  every  reason  why  this  important  mat- 
ter should  be  given  frequent  consideration. 

The  present  conditions  are  most  peculiar.     The  great  majority 
of  the  180,000   children  at   present  attending  our  public   schools 
had  absolutely  no  such   advantages   before  the   establishment  of 
the  present  school  system  two  years  ago,  so  that  at  the  best  they 
have  had  but  two  years  of   school;  others  that  entered  last  year 
have  had  but  one   year;  so  that  nearly  all  are  in  the  first  three 
grades.     A  few   who  had   some  previous   advantages  are  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  grades.     At  present  the  Course  of  Studies  covers 
but  the  first  six  grades  but   these  will  be   added  to   in  due  time. 
The  differences  in  the   advancement  of  pupils   that  are  bound  to 
appear  in  time  due  to  local  peculiarities   have  not  yet  had  time 
to  develop  to  an   appreciable  extent.     Our  ideal   is  to  secure  the 
same  progress  in  one  province  as  in  another,  and  in  the  country 
as  in  the  town.     If  this  is  kept   constantly  in  mind  it  should  be 
possible  to  avoid  in   part  the   deplorable   inferiority  of   country 
schools   as   compared   to   city  schools,    so  often   noted   in  other 
countries,  although  it  is  not   probable  that  it  may   be  avoided 
altogether.     As  year  succeeds  year  this  difference  will  become 
more  noticeable  to  an  extent  directly  dependent  upon  the  efforts 
made  to  reduce  it  to  the  minimum.  We  now  have  but  one  Course 
of  Studies  for  the  whole  Island.     It  is  the  same  for  the  City  of 
Havana  as  for  the  Municipal  District  of  Baracoa  at  the  Eastern 
extremity  of  the  Island.     This   cannot  long   remain  so.     While 
the  Course  of  Studies  should  be  so  made  as  to  equalize  the  ad- 
vancement in  all  parts  of   the"  Island  without  holding  back  the 
more   progressive  districts,  still  it  would  be  a  grave  mistake  to 
neglect  to  make  the  changes  necessary  to  meet  the  case  when  it 
is  apparent  that  this  should  be  done. 
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Scholarships  for  Female  Teachers. 

Arrangements  made  with  the  New  Paltz  Normal  School. — In  the  first 
volume  of  this  report  attention  was  called  to  the  impracticability 
of  attempting  the  organization  of  Normal  Schools  in  the  Island 
of  Cuba  at  the  present  time,  and  the  advisability  of  making 
arrangements  with  Normal  Schools  of  good  standing  in  the  United 
States  to  receive  a  number  of  Cuban  teachers.  Normal  training 
for  the  teachers  of  the  Island  is  of  the  greatest  necessity  and  for 
•months  this  has  been  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  that  has 
presented  itself  for  solution. 

Early  in  the  year  I  began  correspondence  with  a  number  of 
the  best  Normal  Schools  of  the  United  States,  stating  that  it  was 
my  desire  to  make  such  arrangements  that  Cuban  teachers  might 
be  received  in  their  schools.  The  replies  to  these  letters  varied. 
Some  were  quite  satisfactory,  others  were  not.  Most  of  them 
could  not  furnish  Spanish  speaking  teachers  and  dormitory  ac- 
commodations for  teachers, [and  these  were  deemed  quite  necessary. 
Finally  arrangements  were  made  with  Mr.  Myron  T.  Scudder, 
Principal  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  New  Paltz,  N.  Y.,  to 
receive  a  party  of  from  50  to  75  young  women  teachers,  and  in 
due  time  a  contract  was  made  with  him  completing  the  arrange- 
ments. This  plan  had  previously  been  presented  to  the  Secretary 
of  Public  Instruction  and  to  the  Military  Governor  and  had 
received  their  hearty  approval. 

The  plan  provides  for  a  one  year  course  at  the  Normal  School, 
with  the  privilege  of  extending  the  time  to  two  years.  The 
teachers  are  to  be  furnished  food  and  lodging  and  are  to  be  given 
the  same  privileges,  educational  and  social,  as  the  other  students 
at  the  school.  As  far  as  possible  the  Cuban  teachers  are  to  be 
under  the  instruction  of  Spanish-speaking  teachers.  The  expenses 
connected  with  the  enterprise  consist  of  $1.75  a  week  for  tuition 
and  $4.25  per  week  for  food,  lodging,  laundry,  and  other  inci- 
dental expenses.  The  candidates  for  the  scholarship  were  selected 
from  all  parts  of  the  Island  and  .were  subject  to  a  rigid  mental 
and  physical  examination.  Successful  candidates  were  chosen  in 
order  of  merit  from  those  passing  the  examinations.  A  contract 
was  signed  with  each  successful  candidate  by  which  she  agreed 
to  take  a  one  or  two  years'  course  at  the  Normal  School  of  New 
Paltz,  and  to  render  service  in  the  public  schools  of  Cuba  for  at 
least  two  years  after  graduation,  at  a  salary  of  not  less  than  $75 
per  month.  In  return  she  is  to  receive  a  salary  of  $20.00  per 
month,  transportation   to  and  from  the  school,  and  the  expenses 
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of  her  .education  above  given ?  included  in  the  contract  made 
with  the  Normal  School.  The  total  cost  to  the  Island  per  teacher 
per  year  will  be  approximately  $550.00.  Ido  not  know  of  a 
similar  instance  of  such  a  generous  action  on  the  part  of  any 
government  nor  of  a  similar  plan  for  the  improvement  of  public 
instruction. 

Names  of  Pupils  Attending  the  Normal  School. — So  far  the  under- 
taking is  in  an.  experimental  stage,  and  positive  statements  can- 
not be  made  as  to  what  the  results  are  to  be.  Sixty  teachers 
were  chosen,  as  follows:  13  from  Santiago  de  Cuba,  1  from  Puer- 
to Principe,  4  from  Santa  Clara,  10  from  Matanzas,  30  from 
Havana  and  2  from  Pinar  del  Rio.  They  sailed  from  Cuba  in 
three  different  parties  from  the  following  places  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing dates: — 

29  from  the  port  of  Havana,  September  7  th,  1901. 

13  from  the  port  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,    September   14th,    1901. 

13  from  the  port  of  Havana,  September  28th,  1901. 

Five  of  those  teachers  attending  the  Harvard  Summer  School 
went  directly  from  Harvard  to  New  Paltz.  The  first  teachers 
arrived  at  New  Paltz  on  August  27th,  and  the  last  party  on 
October  1st.  The  teachers  were  accompanied  during  the  voyage 
to  the  United  States  by  chaperons,  who  will  stay  with  them  at 
New  Paltz .  Mr.  Eduardo  Morales  de  los  Bios,  in  charge  of  the 
Harvard  Excursion,  accompanied  those  teachers  going  from  Har- 
vard Summer  School  and  remained  at  New  Paltz  until  after  the 
last  party  arrived. 

"Due  to  tbe  rigidness  of  the  competitive  examinations  and  the 
care  with  which  the  candidates  were  chosen,  a  most  intelligent 
and  promising  body  of  teachers  was  selected. 

NAME  OF  PUPIL.  CITY.  PROVINCE. 


Acosta,  Raquel Havana... Havana. 

Acosta,  Sara .,       ,, 

Anders,  Rosa Santiago  de  Cuba.. Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Aguiar,  Carmen Havana....... Havana. 

Aguiar  , Mercedes ,, ,,  ' 

Andricaín,  América Cárdenas Matanzas. 

Aymé,  Julia.. ,,         ,, 

Arteaga,  Caridad Havana Havana. 

Aranda,  Josefa „       ,, 

Badue,  Elisa Santiago  de  Cuba Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Betancourt,  Emelina Matanzas Matanzas. 

Beracierto,  Bertha ,, ,, 

Bla3T,  María  Alicia Havana Havana. 

Caro,  María Santiago  de  Cuba Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Carrillo,  María  Josefa....    Remedios Santa  Clara. 

Canal,  Aquilina Santiago  de  Cuba Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Centurión,  Dolores Havana Havana. 

Cifuentes,  Isabel Santiago  de  las  Vegas..           ,, 
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Cruz,  Carmen Santiago  de  Cuba Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Díaz,  Consuelo Cárdenas Matanzas. 

Díaz,  Hortensia Havana Havana. 

Drake,  Sarah ■. ;.  Matanzas Matanzas. 

Bstañol,  Antonia >  Santa  Clara Santa  Clara. 

Galdós,  Flora.......... Havana Havana. 

Garrido,  Amanda Santiago  de  Cuba Santiago  de  Cuba. 

González  del  Valle,  Ada..  Havana Havana. 

González,  María  M Cárdenas Matanzas. 

González,  Buenaventura.  Santiago  de  Cuba Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Guerra,  Dolores Puerto  Príncipe Puerto  Príncipe. 

Infante,  Rafaela Santiago  de  Cuba........    Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Larrinaga,  María  F Havana Havana. 

L*  Enfant,  Josefa Santiago  de  Cuba Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Martínez,  Isabel ,,  „    "  ,, 

Menéndez,  Consuelo Matanzas Matanzas. 

Méndez,  María......... Havana Havana. 

Morales,  María Matanzas Matanzas. 

Olazábal,  Elisa Santiago  de  Cuba........    Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Padilla,  María  Teresa....  Havana Havana. 

Payrol,  Mariana Santa  Clara Santa  Clara. 

Pérez,  Francisca Havana Havana. 

Pelligero,  Carmen Santiago  de  las  Vegas.. 

Pino,  María  Ana Havana.. 

Planas,  Herminia ,, 

Planas,  Regina ,, 

Portillo,  Eulalia  del ,,       

Poncet,  Margarita Guanabacoa 

Pujáis,  Caridad Santiago  de  Cuba Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Restoy,  María Havana Havana. 

Rionda,  Gertrudis  de  la...  Pinar  del  Río Pinar  del  Río. 

Rionda,  Susana  de  la ,,  ,,   ,,  „ 

San  Juan,  Concepción Havana Havana. 

Sánchez,  María  M ,  „       

Sardinas,  Aurelia ,,       ,,  * 

Somodevilla,  Esperanza.  Santiago  de  Cuba Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Sotolongo,  María  C Cienfuegos. Santa  Clara. 

Suárez,  Rita  María Havana Havana. 

Torrens,  María.... Matanzas..... Matanzas. 

ValleVda.de López,  Rosa  Havana... , Havana. 

Ventura,  Clara  María....  ,, ,, 

Yánez,  Ana , ,, 

The  Experiment  a  Successful  One. — Although  accurate  statements 
cannot  be  made  as  to  the  ultimate  result  of  this  experiment,  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  most  successful  as  far 
as  the  education  of  the  young  ladies  is  concerned,  and  far  reach- 
ing in  the  benefit  that  the  school  system  of  the  Island  of  Cuba 
will  ultimately  receive,  and  on  the  other  hand,  so  far,  nothing 
has  occurred  to  justify  the  slightest  fear  that  the  experiment  will 
not  be  a  complete  success. 

The  enthusiasm  shown  by  Mr.  Scudder,  Principal  of  the  New 
Paltz  State  Normal  School,  from  the  moment  that  this  proposi- 
tion was  first  made  to  him,  is  the  most  positive  indication  that 
there  will  be  no  reason  to  regret  the  undertaking.  The  project 
has  been  surrounded  with  many  difficulties,  nearly  all  of  which 
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have  had  to  be  met  and  overcome  by  him,  and  this  has  been  done 
in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  Every  possible  arrangement  was 
made  for  the  care,  comfort,  and  instruction  of  the  young  ladies. 
Of  the  party  quite  a  number  speak  the  English  language  more  or 
less  perfectly,  and  it  will  be  possible  for  them  to  enter  the  regular 
Normal  course.  For  those  who  know  no  English  two  Spanish- 
speaking  teachers  have  been  provided,  that  their  instruction  may 
proceed  uninterrupted  during  the  period,  while  they  are  learning 
English.  It  is  the  intention,  however,  that  eventually  all  in- 
struction shall  be  given  in  the  English  language.  The  course  of 
instruction,  besides  the  regular  Normal  School  Course,  will  in- 
clude Kindergarten,  Manual  Training,  Physical  Culture,  and 
Cooking.  The  question  as  to  whether  the  time  shall  be  extended 
to  a  two,  year  course  cannot  be  determined  until  some  time  in  the 
future  and  will  depend  largely  on  the  progress  made  by  the 
students.  I  believe  it  very  desirable  that  in  any  case  the  course 
should  not  be  for  a  shorter  period  than  two  years.  '  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  experiment  will  meet  with  sufficient  success  to 
warrant  its  continuance  and  the  establishment  of  yearly  scholar- 
ships for  twenty-five  or  thirty  Cuban  teachers. 

Scholarships  for  Male  Teachers. 

Action  of  Connecticut  Legislature. — At  the  request  of  this  Office 
the  Board  of  Education  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  presented  a 
bill  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State  permitting  Cuban  teachers  to 
attend  the  State  Normal  Schools  of  Connecticut  with  the  same 
privileges  as  are  given  to  other  students  of  those  schools.  A  little 
later  the  following  letter  was  received  advising]me  of  the  favorable 
action  taken  by  the  Legislature: 

Hartford,  July  11,  1001. 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools, 

Havana,  Cuba. 
Dear  Sir: 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  at  its  recent  session 
passed  an  act  specially  permitting  fifty  teachers  to  attend  the 
Normal  Schools  of  Connecticut  upon  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  are  offered  to  residents  of  the  State. 

My  letter  of  May  11th  set  out  to  you  in  detail  what  these  terms 
and  conditions  are. 

In  general,  there  is  no  charge  for  tuition  or  books.  Good  board 
can  be  obtained  for  from  four  to  six  dollars  a  week. 

If  you  intend  to  consider  the  matter  I  shall  be  glad  to  correspond 
further  with  vou. 
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I  presume  we  shall  be  glad  to  place  most  of  the  fifty  students 
in  one  of  the  schools  which  is  smaller  than  the  others,  but  which 
is  staffed  and  equipped  equally  with  the  others. 
Yours  truly, 

Charles  D.  Hine, 
Secretary. 

These  schools  are  four  in  number  and  located  as  follows:  The 
Bridgeport  Training  School,  Bridgeport,  and  the  three  State 
Normal  Training  Schools  at  New  Britain,  New  Haven  and 
Willimantic. 

Proposed  Plan  for  Scholarships  in.  Connecticut  Schools.—  Up 
to  the  present  time  it  has  not  been  possible  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  generous  offer  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature 
and  State  Board  of  Education,  but  the  matter  is  now  being 
given  serious  and  careful  consideration  to  decide  upon  the  most 
practical  plan  for  receiving  they  greatest  benefit  therefrom.  Per- 
sonally, I  am  inclined  to  favor  the  establishment  of  a  scholarship 
for  a  limited  number  of  Cuban  male  teachers  with  advantages 
similar  to  those  given  to  students  at  the  New  Paltz  State  Normal 
School,  but  as  it  will  be  a  scholarship  for  men  its  arrangements 
would  be  a  much  simpler  matter.  The  relations  of  the  Cuban 
students  to  the  school  authorities  would  be  the  same  as  those  of 
all  other  students.  They  might  be  given  transportation  to  and 
from  the  school  and  a  limited  salary  while  in  attendance  thereat. 
From  this  salary  and  such  other  private  funds  as  they  should 
possess  they  would  have  to  pay  all  expenses  for  laundry,  food, 
lodging,  etc.  These  expenses  should  not  exceed  $5  a  week: 
tuition  is  free.  In  return  they  might  be  required  to  attend 
school  regularly  for  a  prescribed  period  of  not  less  than  two 
years  and  to  render  services  in  the  public  schools  of  Cuba  for 
a  definite  period  after  graduation  at  a  salary  which  may  not  be 
less  than  a  certain  fixed  amount. 

The  principal  difference  between  this  arrangement  and  that 
made  with  the  New  Paltz  Normal  School  is  that,  while  the  New 
Paltz  School  furnishes  the  teachers  with  food,  lodging,  laundry, 
etc. ,  at  the  expense  of  the  Island,  the  students  attending  the 
Connecticut  schools  would  be  required  to  supply  these  necessities 
themselves.  The  greater  freedom  of  action  of  men  makes  this  a 
more  desirable  arrangement.  Such  a  scholarship  might  be 
arranged  for  25  or  30  students  yearly  carefully  chosen  by  compet- 
itive examinations  from  all  sections  of  the  Island.  With  a  two 
year  course  there  would  be  regularly  in  attendance  at  the  schools 
after  the  first  year  from  fifty  to  sixty  students.     With  a  monthly 
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salary  of' $20,  and  transportation  to  and  from  the  school  and  such 
other  minor  expenses  as  might  be  necessary  the  yearly  cost  per 
student  would  be  approximately  $325.00.  The  absolutely  neces- 
sary personal  expenses  of  the  student  for  the  forty  weeks  of  the 
school  year  would  be  approximately  $200.00  at  $5  per  week.  His 
salary  of  $240.00  would  more  than  cover  this  expense.  His 
expenses  for  clothes,  etc.,  would  have  to  be  paid  from  such  pri- 
vate funds  as  he  might  possess,  saved  from  his  salary  while  teach- 
ing in  the  Island,  etc. 

How  such  a  Plan  would  be  Received. — The  great  majority  of  Amer- 
ican students  in  these  Normal  Schools  are  young  men  and  women 
who  are  educating  themselves  in  this  manner,  with  the  difference 
that  they  receive  no  salary  while  at  the  school,  and  they  find  it  pos- 
sible to  do  so  on  the  savings  from  salaries  as  teachers  much  smaller 
than  those  received  by  the  majority  of  Cuban  teachers.  Many  of 
them  contrive  to  pay  their  expenses  by  filling  various  positions 
about  the  school  which  require  only  such  hurried  moments  as  they 
are  able  to  spare  from  their  regular  daily  lessons.  Scores  of  young 
men  and  women  of  the  United  States  are  so  self-educated.  They 
are  tobe  found  filling  important  positions  in  every  branch  of  pri- 
vate and  public  life,  and  the  lessons  of  self-reliance  and  economy 
learnt  with  so  much  hardship  in  their  youth  are  the  foundations 
for  those  characteristics  which  are  most  admired  in  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race.  I  feel  confident  that  if  such  an  opportunity  is  placed 
in  the  reach  of  Cuban  teachers  it  will  be  eagerly  sought  after  by 
many,  although  I  admit  that  the  majority  may  not  have  the  cour- 
age and  determination  to  make  the  attempt.  The  hope  in  the 
future  of  Cuba  lies  largely  in  the  development,  in  the  present  and 
future  generations  of  young  men  and  women,  of  such  a  spirit  of 
self-reliance  as  will  inspire  them  with  courage  to  fight,  single 
handed,  the  battles  of  private  and  public  life.  The  Government, 
wishes  to  help  the  young  man  who  is  willing  to  help  himself. 

Normal  Schools  in  the  Island. — With  the  New  Paltz  undertaking 
an  assured  success,  and  with  the  establishment  of  the  scholarship 
in  the  Connecticut  Schools,  the  problem  of  Normal  Training  for 
teachers  may  be  considered  as  practically  settled  for  the  present. 
For  economical  reasons  this  plan  is  preferable  to  establishing  Nor- 
mal Schools  in  the  Island.  If  such  schools  were  founded,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  properly  equip  them  with  teachers,  and  at  the  best, 
they  would  be  far  inferior  to  the  much  older  institutions  of  the 
United  States  whose  methods  and  organization  are  the  outgrowth 
of  years  of  experience.  Careful  consideration  of  the  question  leaves 
no  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom,  for  the  present,  of  Cuba's  profiting  by 
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the  older  experience  of  the  United  States ,  and  of  her  leaving  to 
the  future,  when  better  prepared,  the  difficult  task  of  organizing 
Normal  Schools  of  her  own. 

Instruction  in  Kindergarten  and  Manual  Training. 

Steps  taken  to  Organize  Manual  Training  Schools. — During  the 
period  covered  by  this  report,  there  were  no  Kindergarten  or 
Manual  Training  Schools  under  the  direction  of  this  Department, 
but  arrangements  were  made  during  the  summer  vacation  months 
to  introduce  this  training  into  the  schools  of  the  principal  cities 
during  the  school  term  of  1901-1902.  With  less  than  a  half 
dozen  exceptions,  there  are  absolutely  no  Cuban  teachers  in  the 
Island  trained  to  teach  these  subjects,  and  as  a  preliminary  step 
to  the  organization  of  such  schools  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
seek  for  teachers  outside  of  the  Island. 

In  the  month  of  May,  I  communicated  with  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  requested  the  assistance 
of  that  organization  in  securing  teachers  of  training  and  ex- 
perience who  would  be  willing  to  accept  positions  in  the  public 
schools  of  Cuba.  My  request  was  given  immediate  and  earnest 
attention  and  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education 
published  it  to  the  teachers  of  his  State  in  the  following  Circular: 

State  House ,  Boston,  Mass.,  June  18,  1901. 

Teaching  Positions  in  -Cuba. 

The  following  communications  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Education  for  Cuba  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Education  for  Massachusetts  are  of  interest  to  any  of  the  follow- 
ing classes  of  Massachusetts  teacher  who  are  willing  to  consider 
possible  offers  to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  Cuba: 

Teachers  in  the  formal  schools. 
Teachers  of  Kindergartens. 
Teachers  of  Manual  Training. 
Teachers  of  industrial  Drawing. 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools, 

Havana,  Cuba,  May  30,  1901. 
Mr.  Frank  A,  Hill,  Secretary,  State  Board  of  Education, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Sir:— 

1  desire  to  organize  in  the  coming  year  two  Normal  Schools  for  teachers 

in  the  public  schools  of  Cuba;  one  for  women,  the  other  for  men.    The  plan 

is  in  its  infancy,  and  the  possibility  of  its  execution  still  contains  a  large 

..element  of  doubt.    It  depends  on  the  appropriation  for  school  purposes, 

the  possibilities  of  securing  the  proper  staff  of  instructors,  etc,      . 
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These  latter  will  have  to  be  brought  from  some  foreign  country,  if  the 
school  is  to  be  a  success;  and  the  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  inquire  if,  in  the 
personnel  of  the  many  Normal  Schools  of  your  State,  it  would  be  possible 
to  find  a  sufficient  number  of  persons,  properly  qualified,  to  equip  these 
schools  and  who  would  be  willing  to  take  up  the  work.  The  attractiveness 
of  the  work  will  certainly  appeal  to  any  enthusiastic  young  person,  and  at 
this  time  it  hardly  seems  necessary  to  state  that  Cuba  is  as  healthy  and 
pleasant  a  country  to  live  in  as  one  could  wish. 

I  scarcely  need  tell  you  that  it  is  preferable  that  such  teachers  be  able  to 
speak  Spanish.  This  condition,  in  fact,  will  be  held  as  necessary,  until  it 
has  been  demonstrated  that  it  is  impossible  to  secure  persons  with  this 
qualification. 

However,  I  shall  be  glad  to  get  the  names  of  instructors,  even  though 
they  may  not  speak  the  Spanish  language,  and  your  recommendations  will 
have  great  weight  with  me. 

Accepting  thanks  for  any  information  you  may  give  me  on  the  above 
questions,  I  am,  sincerely  yours, 

Matthew  E.  Hanna, 

Aide-de-camp  t 

Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools, 

Havana,  Cuba,  May  80,  1901. 
Mr,  Frank  A.  Hill,  Secretary,  State  Board  of  Education, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Sir:— 

L  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  give  me  the  names  and  addresses  oí 
any  teachers  in  the  Manual  Training  Schools  of  Massachusetts  who  would 
accept  positions  in  the  public  schools  of  Cuba.    . 

They  would  be  employed  in  the  schools  of  Havana,  Matanzas,  Sagua  la 
Grande,  Cienfuegos,  or  other  of  the  more  important  cities  of  the  Island. 

Manual  training  is  not  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Cuba  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  I  desire  to  introduce  it  in  the  coming  year.  You  will  readily 
understand  that  in  order  to  do  so  successfully  it  will  be  necessary  in  the 
start  to  bring  teachers  from  the  United  States  or  other  country  where  such 
teachers  have  already  been  trained. 

Naturally,  these  teachers  will  occupy  the  position  of  principal  in  the 
school  in  which  each  is  employed. 

1  do  not  know  the  salary  such  teachers  are  receiving  at  the  present  time, 
and  cannot  make  a  definite  statement  of  the  maximum  salary  I  can  pay. 
However,  1  can  insure  a  salary  of  $100  per  month. 

Teachers  with  more  or  less  knowledge  of  Spanish  are  to  be  preferred, 
but,  realizing  the  difficulties  in  the  w^ay  of  securing  such,  1  do  not  deem 
this  absolutely  necessary. 

I  should  be  glad  to  receive  the  same  information  as  to  Kindergarten  and 
Industrial  Drawing  teachers. 

Hoping  you  will  pardon  this  rather  lengthy  request,  I  am  most  sincerely 
yours, 

Matthew  E.  Hanna, 

Aide-de-Camp, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

It  will*  be  noted  that  the  teachers  about  whom  information  is 
sought  are  such  as  are  now  in  successful  service  in  the  Massachusetts 
schools  o,nd  in  the  several  departments  or  lines  of  work  indicated. 
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DIRECTIONS   ABOUT   APPLICANTS. 

Teachers  who  are  willing  to  consider  propositions  to  teach  in 
Cuban  schools,  under  conditions  as  stated  in  the  letters  of  the 
Commissioner, .'.' are  requested  to  com- 
municate by  letter  with  this  offi.ce.  Let  the  letter  give  the  fol- 
lowing facts: 

1.  Candidate's  name,  age,  and  address. 

2.  The  work  for  which  he  is  fiftted. 

3.  His  educational  record,  and. the  degree  or  prospect 

of  his  acquaintance  with  the  Spanish  language. 

4.  His  teaching  record. 

5.  Testimonial  and  references,  particularly  such  as  give  trust- 
worthy information  about  his  success  in  teaching. 

If  necessary  to  meet  such  candidates  personally,  due  notice 
will  be  sent  them. 

It  should  be  carefully  noted  that the 

Secretary  is  simply  gathering  information  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Education. 

Address:  Frank  A.  Hill, 

Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

Result  of  this  Circular  Letter. — In  subsequent  letters,  I  gave 
particular  importance  to  the  fact  that  none  but  the  best 
of  teachers  were  wanted.  These  were  to  work  under  excep- 
tionally difficult  conditions,  in  a  country  to  a  certain  extent 
prejudiced  against  foreign  teachers,  and  with  children  speak- 
ing a  strange  language.  I  insisted  so  strongly  on  this  point 
that  of  the  many  teachers  that  ■  answered  the  notice  of  Mr. 
Hill,  most  of  them  were  rejected  and  only  those  were  chosen 
who  were  so  well  recommended  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
their  ability  and  adaptability.  In  order  that  I  may  point  out  how 
.  well  these  selections,  were  made  and  better  show  the  splendid 
results  of  the  generous  assistance  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
Massachusetts,  I  intrude  on  a  period  not  covered  by  this  report 
by  saying  that  all  the  Kindergarten  and  Manual  Training 
teachers,  recommended  by  Mr.  Hill,  who  would  accept  positions 
in  Cuba,  have  been  most  successful  in  their  work  and  are  rapidly 
making  these  "rftyelties"  in  public  education  most  popular. 

Organization  of  Kindergarten  Instruction. — In  the  early  days  of 
the  American  occupation  of  Cuba,  the  Cuban  Orphan  Society, 
an  organization  of  Americans,  as  an  addition  to  the  philanthropic 
work  that  it  was  doing  in  Cuba,  organized  Kindergarten  and 
Sewing  Classes  in  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Sagua  la  Grande,  and  Ma- 
tanzas,    In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  I  indicated  to  the  Society 
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our  intention  of  establishing  Kindergartens  in  the  public  schools 
in  the  coming  school  year  and  signified  my  willingness  to  assume 
the  work  of  the  Society  in  the  towns  above  mentioned.  The 
matter  was  duly  considered  and  the  proposition  was  accepted, 
and  in  the  coming  year  this  work  will  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  insular  authorities,  who  will  assume  the  future 
expense  of  the  schools  and  will  receive  all  material,  furniture,  and 
other  property.  I  have  been  very  fortunate  in  securing  the  serv- 
ices of  Miss  Marie  Keil,  who  was  formerly  in  charge  of  the  work 
of  the  Cuban  Orphan  Society  at  Matanzas;  she  has  been  given 
full  charge  of  the  work  of  organizing  these  schools  in  the  Island. 
In  her  report  at  the  termination  of  the  school  year,  Miss  Keil 
states  what  is  to  be  gained  from  Kindergarten  Instruction  in  the 
island  and  her  plans  for  organizing  the  work  in  the  following 
way: 

José  de  la  Luz  y  Caballero,  the  famous  Cuban  pedagogue,  has 
said,  £ 'Education  is  not  to  give  a  vocation  to  the  individual,  but 
to  prepare  his  mind  for  it.  The  saine  idea  is  repeated  by 
Froebel,  who  says:  í  'Education  consists  in  leading  man  as  a  think- 
ing, intelligent  being,  growing  in  self-consciousness,  to  a  pure 
and  unsullied  conscience  and  free  representation  of  the  inner  law 
of  Divine  Unity,  and  in  teaching  him  ways  and  means  thereto.'7 
Froebel  has  shown  in  his  system  that  we  can  lead  and  guide  the 
child  through  self-activity  to  self -consciousness.  Many  educators 
before  him  have  been  convinced  that  the  child's  education  must 
begin  the  very  moment  that  its  faculties  first  manifest  themselves. 
Pestalozzi  made  an  attempt  to  cany  out  this  natural  development, 
but  Froebel,  after  seventeen  years  of  study  and  investigation, 
was  the  first  to  receive  the  conviction  that  with  the  first  physical 
finding  of  self  (sick  selbst  finden)  the  child's  education  begins, 
and  that  the  whole  life  of  man  is  not  sufficient  to  efface  what  he 
has  absorbed  in  early  childhood. 

Herbert  Spencer,  the  great  English  thinker,  says,  "The  proper 
function  of  education  is  the  preparation  for  a  complete  living, 
which  is  the  free  exercise  of  all  our  faculties,  and  not  to  neglect 
certain  faculties  or  members  at  the  expense  of  others,  or  to 
spoil  by  too  much  assistance  atan  early  period."  The  need 
of  Kindergartens  in  Cuba  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  long 
subordination  of  the  Island  to  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  power 
which  has  crushed  in  the  individual  the  free  exercise  of  the 
faculties  of  which  Spencer  speaks,  and  his  subordination  has,  to  a 
great  extent,  destroyed  the  power  to  think  or  reason.  I  speak 
of  the  masses  only,  because  I  myself  have  found  amongst  the 
higher  classes  splendidly  all-sided,  well  educated  individuals,  but 
the  masses  make  the  nation.  Spain  does  little  for  its  own  people 
and  naturally  has  done  less  for  a  country  where  its  mastery  was 
founded  on  the  ignorance  of  the  inhabitants.  To  help  this  country 
the  United  States  came  and,  coming,  saved  this  nation  from  utter 
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disappearance;  but  its  future  can  only  be  built  up  through  the  chil- 
dren and  education  offers  the  greatest  means  for  doing  this.  Other 
nations  have  evolved  their  educational  development  through  years 
of  struggle  and  reached  slowly  to  their  present  height,  and  as  no- 
body would  think  of  again  beginning  to  farm  here  as  our  ancestors 
did,  so  nobody  would  think  or  want  to  begin  an  educational  devel- 
opment, leaving  out  the  foundation.  This  foundation  is  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  child  for  an  education  and  this  is  the  aim  of 
the  Kindergarten,  The  average  well  educated  mother  is 
not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  intellectual  needs  of  this  most 
important  period  of  development  (from  three  years  to  six  years); 
and  how  could  a  Cuban  mother  do  this,  when  she  herself, 
never  enjoyed  the  privilege  and  blessing  of  an  education?  The 
child  is  the  most  impressionable  at  this  age,  but  just  as  well  for 
good  as  for  evil;  three  years  exposed  to  only  wrong  impressions, 
and  with  Froebel  must  we  say,  u A  man's  life  is  not  sufficient 
to  efface  what  this  child  has  absorbed  in  its  infancy. ' f  Look  at 
some  of  those  palm-huts,  those  fathers  and  mothers,  and  not  only 
will  we  want  Kindergartens  but  also  nurseries. 

To  secure  the  children  full  benefit  from  their  school  instruction 
they  must  pass  the  Kindergarten  to  prepare  for  it;  they  lose  val- 
uable years  if  they  enter  in  their  present  condition;  not  only  can 
they  not  receive  the  needed  help  to  develop  their  faculties, 
but  they,  in  many  cases,  through  such  neglect  in  early  in- 
fancy, acquire  habits  which  make  them  unfit  to  mix  with 
Other  children.  Cuba  wants  to  stand  at  the  height  of  other  na- 
tions and  cannot  afford  to  have  its  growing  citizens  lose  any  time 
or  opportunity,  it  cannot  afford  to  save  for  later  years  what  never 
then  can  be  accomplished. 

The  Kindergarten  brings  to  Cuba  an  extra  benefit:  A  foreign  lan- 
guage. The  child  at  this  age  learns  without  trouble  and  retains, 
without  foreign  accent,  the  strange  sounds.  The  most  wealthy 
classes  procure  with  great  expense  what  here  is  offered  freely. 
I  need  hardly  say  a  word  of  the  great  need  there  is  in  our  time  of 
more  than  one  language,  and  how  difficult  its  mastery  becomes, 
once  passed  the  time  when  the  mind  is  ready  and  eager  to  learn. 

The  first  Kindergartens  in  Cuba  were  established  by  the  Cuban 
Orphan  Society,  which  was  organized  in  ISTew  York  directly  after 
the  war  for  the  purpose  of  giving  assistance  to  Cuban  orphans 
and  other  needy  persons  in  the  Island.  They  organized  Kinder- 
garten classes  in  a  few  of  the  larger  towns  in  the  Island.  At- 
tempts were  made  by  the  Society  to  establish  Normal  Classes  for 
training  Kindergarten  teachers.  Under  the  supervision  of  the 
Society,  there  are  at  the  present  time  two  Kindergartens  at  Ma- 
tanzas and  a  Normal  Training  Class  attended  by  eighteen  Cuban 
young  ladies.  There  is  also  in  the  same  city  a  Normal  Class  for 
teachers  in  sewing  and  dress-cutting,  attended  by  sixty  pupils. 
Besides  the  schools  of  Matanzas  the  Society  has  Kindergartens 
in  Sagua  la  Grande  and  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  a  Manual  Training 
Class  at  the  last  mentioned  place.  All  this  work  will  be  assumed 
by  the  Insular  government  in  the  coming  school  year. 
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From  the  experience  I  have  already  had  in  the  Kindergarten 
work  in  Cuba,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  its  introduc- 
tion will  be  welcomed,  and  its  effects  will  in  a  few  years  be  ap- 
parent, both  in  the  schoolroom,  and  in  the  home.  The  Cuban 
child  delights,  like  all  children,  in  this  new  Kingdom  and  in  fut- 
ure times  will  reward  the  pains  now  taken  in  his  education 
with  an  honest,  pure  life. 

Instruction  in  Manual  Training. — During  the  school  year  just 
closed,  a  kind  of  instruction  under  the  name  of  Manual 
Training  was  given  in  many  of  the  schools  of  the  Island, 
mainly  in  the  principal  cities,  but  it  was  not  Manual  Train- 
ing according  to  the  modern  generally  accepted  meaning  of 
such  work.  For  Manual  Training  instruction,  the  same  as 
for  Kindergarten,  there  is  a  complete  dearth  of  Cuban  teachers 
especially  trained  for  this  purpose,  and  when  it  was  de- 
cided to  introduce  Manual  Training  into  the  public  schools  of 
Cuba,  it  was  necessary  to  search  for  teachers  outside  of  the 
Island.  A  part  of  them  will  probably  be  brought  from  the 
United  States,  and  others  from  Sweden,  if  it  is  possible  to 
secure  their  services.  Manual  Training,  as  a  part  of  a  public 
school  curriculum,  is  a  comparatively  new  thing,  but  wherever 
it  has  been  given  a  fair  trial  it  has  been  introduced  later  as  a 
pa.rt  of  the  regular  public  school  work.  Cuba  is  thus  able  to 
profit  by  the  experiment  made  in  other  countries,  and  we  have 
had  no  hesitancy  whatever  in  introducing  Manual  Training  into 
our  schools.  I  feel  sure  that  if  this  kind  of  school  work  is  of 
value  in  such  countries  as  France,  England,  Russia,  Sweden  and 
the  United  States,  that  the  conditions  in  Cuba  are  such  that  it 
will  be  of  still  greater  value  here. 

The  Manual  Training  Schools  are  Necessary  .—It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  explain  the  objects  of  Manual  Training  or  enter  into 
its  defense  in  order  to  secure  its  permanence  in  the  public  schoois 
of  Cuba.  Although  we  have  scarcely  begun  its  introduction, 
there  is  a  perfect  clamor  for  the  schools;  and  so  general  is  the 
approval  of  its  introduction  in  the  Course  of  Studies  that  it  can 
be  safely  said  that  its  permanency  is  assured  almost  before  it  has 
been  introduced.  Eut  it  is  necessary  that  the  object  of  Manual 
Training  should  be  clearly  understood  by  teachers.  To  properly 
teach  any  subject  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  intended  must  be 
known.  If  a  teacher  did  not  know  the  object  of  Physiology,  it- 
is  not  probable  that  he  would  teach  it  in  that  practical  way  which 
would  add  years  to  the  life  of  the  pupil.  If  he  does  not  know 
that  the  object  of  Manual  Training  is  to  make  the  education  of 
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the  child  more  complete  and  comprehensive,  and  to  better  adapt 
it  to  the  future  needs  of  the  man;  that  its  object  is  to  furnish  the 
boy  with  information  of  the  greatest  possible  number  of  trades 
or  professions  from  which  he  may  choose  the  one  for  which  he 
thinks  himself  best  fitted;  and  that  it  is  not  its  object  to  teach 
him  to  be  a  mechanic  or  an  artisan,  but  is  to  teach  respect  for  all 
honorable  work,  whether  it  be  in  an  office,  or  behind  a  plough;  is 
to  teach  the  successful  man  to  honor  and  sympathize  with  the 
humble  man — if  the  teacher  does  not  know  these  cardinal  principles 
of  Manual  Training,  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  teach  it.  For 
this  reason  we  have  not  been  satisfied  with  any  but  the  best 
teachers  in  making  our  selections. 

Mr.  C.  M.  Woodward,  Director  of  the  Manual  Training  School 
pf  Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  TJ.  S.  A.,  in  his  book 
"The  Manual  Training  School' '  gives  the  following  as  some  of 
the  results  to  be  obtained  from  Manual  Training: 

Without  shop-work,    drawing  loses  half  its  value. 

It  will  awaken  a  lively  interest  in  school,  and  invest  dull 
subjects  with  new  life. 

It  will  keep  boys  and  girls  out  of  mischief,  both  in  and  out  of 
school. 

It  will  keep  boys  longer  at  school. 

It  will  materially  aid  in  the  selection  of  occupations  when 
school-life  is  over. 

It  will  enable  an  employer  of  labor  to  better  estimate  the 
comparative  value  of  unskilled  and  skilled  labor,  and  to  exercise 
a  higher  consideration  for  the  laboring  man. 

It  will  raise  the  standard  of  attainments  in  mechanical  occupa- 
tions, and  invest  them  with  new  dignity  and  worth. 

It  will  increase  the  bread-winning  and  home-making  power  of 
the  average  boy,  who  has  his  bread  to  win  and  his  home  to  make. 

We  shall  enjoy  the  extraordinary  advantage  of  having  lawyers, 
journalists,  and  politicians  with  more  correct  views  of  social  and 
national  conditions  and  problems. 

It  will  help  to  prevent  the  growth  of  a  feeling  of  contempt  for 
manual  occupations  and  for  those  who  live  by  manual  labor. 

It  will  to  a  certain  extent  readjust  social  standards  in  the 
interest  of  true  manliness  and  intrinsic  worth. 

It  will  accelerate  the  progress  of  civilization  by  greatly  dimin- 
ishing the  criminal  and  pauper  classes,  which  are  largely  made 
up  of  those  who  are  neither  willing  nor  able  to  earn  an  honest  living. 

The  Sicedish  Sloyd  System  Adopted. — After  due  consideration  it 
was  decided  to  adopt  the  Swedish  Sloyd  system  as  the  most  ac- 
ceptable method  of  Manual  Training  for  the  Public  Schools  of 
Cuba.  Under  the  Sloyd  system  the  boy  has  an  interest  added  to 
his  work  from  the  knowledge  that  the  result  of  his  efforts  will  be 
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a  useful  article  which  he  may  use  in  his  home,  and  there  is  not 
that  lack  of  interest  which  comes  from  a  feeling  that  after  half 
an  hour  of  whittling  or  planing,  there  is  no  visible  result  for  the 
work  done,  no  article  made,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  piece  of 
wood  which  he  has  been  whittling  is  thrown  to  one  side,  and  is 
never  seen  again.  The  actual  work  done  with  tools  is  perhaps 
the  same  as  in  any  other  method,  except  that  the  knife  is  pre- 
ferred to  other  tools,  and  the  boy  takes  more  pride  and  interest  in 
his  work  under  the  Sloyd  method  as  he  sees  the  bit  of  wood  tak- 
ing form  and  shape  under  the  deft  manipulation  of  his  knife  or 
whatever  tool  he  may  be  using.  Manual  Training  will  do  wonders 
for  Cuba.  Among  certain  classes  of  society,  there  is  a  distaste 
for  manual  or  physical  work  of  any  kind,  and  a  widely  prevalent 
feeling  that  a  workman's  clothes  cannot  cover  a  gentleman's' 
body.  Manual  Training,  by  teaching  a  fondness  and  respect  for 
the  labor  of  the  hands,  will  do  much  to  change  this  idea.  Cubans 
as  a  class  are  very  improvident.  Rarely  ever  do  you  see  the  self- 
made  man  of  other  countries,  who  by  economy  and  self-reliance 
has,  under  the  greatest  of  difficulties,  attained  honor  and  fame, 
whether  it  be  with  or  without , riches,  although  he  may  have 
started  as  a  boy  in  the  most  humble  condition.  Manual  Training, 
when  well  taught,  teaches  independence,  self-reliance  and  perse- 
verance, habits  of  order,  exactness,  and  economy;  all  of  which 
are  essential  characteristics  of, the  successful  man.  Manual  Train- 
ing will  not  do  all  these  things  of  its  own  accord.  It  is  not  going 
to  revolutionize  public  instruction  in  Cuba  or  the  condition  of 
society  in  Cuba,  but  it  will  greatly  assist  in  doing  all  this. 

Manual  Training  Schools  ivill  be  Established  in  the  Principal  Cities 
of  the  Island. — The  plan  which  has  been  formed  for  introducing 
this  training  into  the  schools  of  the  Island,  contemplates  the 
organization  of  such  schools  in  the  principal  cities  under  the  best 
foreign  teachers  that  can  be  obtained.  The  Department  has  been 
very  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mr.  L.  L.  Summers,  a 
young  man  of  considerable  experience  in  Manual  Training  work, 
trained  in  the  Manual  Training  schools  of  the  United  States,  and 
afterwards  in  the  Sloyd  school  of  Dr.  Salomon  of  Sweden.  Mr. 
Summers  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  organization  of  this 
work,  and  as  Supervisor  of  Manual  Training  will  personally  take 
direct  charge  of  every  school  that  is  established  in  the  Island 
until  its  organization  is  assured  and  will  secure  a  unity  of  action 
which  cannot  be  obtained  in  any  other  way. 

The  following  is  part  of  his  report  made  at  the  end  of  the  school 
year  covered  by  this  report: 
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Manual  Training  is  the  name  given  to  a  kind  of  hand  work 
which  is  becoming  a  part  of  the  public  school  courses  in  almost 
every  country  in  the  world.  The  most  advanced  educators  are 
giving  this  subject  the  most  careful  study  from  both  a  practical 
and  theoretical  standpoint.  Dr.  Goetz  and  Dr.  Pabst  of  Germany, 
Dr.  Salomou  of  Sweden  and  Dr.  John  Dewey  of  Chicago  are 
some  leading  educators  who  are  investigating  the  subject  of  Man- 
ual Training.  France,  England;  Russia,  Denmark,  and  many 
other  countries  are  beginning  to  make  this  training. a  part  of  the 
public  school  work.  It  has  been  a  part  of  the  elementary  school 
course  in  London  for  twelve  years,  and  now  is  a  required  study 
in  the  schools  of  the  United  Kingdom;  while  Canada,  Australia, 
and  other  English  colonies  have  made  a  good  beginning.  All 
of  the  boys  in  Paris  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  fourteen  years 
receive  instruction  in  drawing,  clay-modeling,  wood  and  iron 
work,  while  in  Sweden  it  is  a  part  of  the  school  course  in  both 
the  cities  and  country. 

All  forms  of  Manual  Training  have  proven  of  value  from  an 
educational  standpoint,  but  nevertheless  there  is  a  question  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  Cuba,  and  it  is  a  question  of  method. 
After  having  studied  the  methods  and  made  many  of  the  models 
in  the  United  States,  England,  France,  and  Sweden,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Swedish  Sloyd  is  of  the  greatest  educational 
value.    ( 

After  consulting  the  best  authorities,  the  men  having  charge  of 
the  schools  of  Cuba  have  decided  to  give  the  method  called 
"Sloyd"  atrial.  Therefore  it  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Cuban 
teachers  to  hear  something  about  this  method. 

Sloyd  is  simply  another  name  for  Manual  Training.  It  is  con- 
sidered a  better  name  because  it  carries  in  its  meaning  the  idea 
of  mental  as  well  as  physical  training.  Sloyd  has  been  practiced 
in  the  Scandinavian  countries  for  over  three  hundred  years. 
During  the  long  winter  evenings,  the  people  of  these  Korthern 
countries  passed  the  time  both  pleasantly  and  profitably,  making 
useful  objects  for  the  home  and  farm.  About  thirty  years  ago, 
Dr.  Otto  Salomon  began  the  study  of  Sloyd  with  the  idea  of 
making  it  even  more  useful  to  the  Swedish  people,  and  as  a 
result  he  has  worked  out  a  system  for  Sweden  which  is  now 
considered  the  best  in  the  world. 

There  are  many  branches  of  Sloyd,  such  as  Wood  Sloyd,  Metal 
Sloyd,  book-binding,  wood  carving,  basket  making,  clay-model- 
ing, paper  cutting,  etc.  For  pupils  from  Kindergarten  age  to  ten 
years,  clay-modeling,  paper  cutting  and  folding  and  scroll-saw 
work  are  the  best  forms  of  Sloyd,  while  from  ten  to  fourteen 
years  the  Wood  Slo}^d  is  most  profitable. 

Sloyd  differs  from  other  forms  of  Manual  Training  only  in 
method.  The  system  is  based  on  exercises  which  are  taught 
incidentally  while  the  pupils  are  making  a  series  of  useful  mod- 
els. These  exercises  are  so  graded  that  the  pupil  is  able  to  think 
out  the  steps  for  himself  and  do  the  work  with  a  little  wise  di- 
rection from  the  teacher.     For  these  first  exercises  the  knife, 
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the  most  primitive  and  best  known  of  all  tools,  is  used,  for  this  is 
the  only  tool  with  which  an  entire  model  can  be  made.  Several 
models  are  made  with  this  tool  before  a  new  one  is  introduced, 
but  order  and  exactness  are  required,  so  that  when  the  plane  is 
given  to  the  pupil  he  follows  exactly  the  same  steps  in  making 
the  model  with  this  new  tool.  The  greatest  stress  is  placed  on 
order  from  the  very  beginning  by  the  teacher,  for  a  pupil  poorly 
taught  at  this  period,  will  lose  half  of  the  educational  value  of 
this  training.  Many  people  think  that  Sloyd  work  is  only  knife 
work,  but  no  other  system  of  Manual  Training  uses  so  many 
tools  or  teaches  so  many  different  exercises.  The  knife,  however, 
is  one  of  the  most  important  tools  that  is  used  during  the  entire 
course.  A  Swedish  Sloyd  teacher  at  Naas  was  asked  what  tool 
he  would  choose  if  he  could  have  but  one,  and  he  replied:  "Give 
me  a  knife  and  I  will  earn  my  living  in  any  civilized  country  in 
the  world. ' 7 

Almost  all  methods  in  Manual  Training  except  Sloyd  fail  to 
give  the  proper  training  of  the  senses  of  sight  and  touch.  There 
are  in  the  Sloyd  system  a  large  number  of  curved  models  which 
cannot  be  tested  in  a  mechanical  way,  but  can  be  tested  only  by 
the  eye  and  hand.  The  making  of  these  models  develops  the 
same  senses  that  are  trained  in  drawing  and  clay-modeling  and 
are  as  useful  as  any  in  the  series. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  say  too  much  in  favor  of  this  Sloyd 
work  in  the  schools.  All  educators  now  agree  that  there  must 
be  muscular  activity  as  well  as  activity  of  the  brain,  that  the 
child  must  do  as  well  as  think  and  that  there  are  portions  of  its 
brain  that  are  developed  only  through  the  activity  of  body  and 
mind  working  together.  The  good  results  of  Manual  Training 
cannot  be  over-estimated.  It  will  develop  an  honor  for,  and  a 
love  of  the  labor  of  the  hands;  will  teach  independence,  self- 
reliance,  habits  of  order  and  exactness;  and  will  develop  a  more 
acute  sense  of  sight  and  touch.  At  the  same  time,  physical  and 
intellectual  power  are  gained,  while  incidentally  a  general  dexter- 
ity in  the  use  of  tools  and  ability  to  do  exact  work  are  acquired. 

The  instruction  given  in  any  form  of  Manual  Training  should 
proceed  from  the  easy  to  the  difficult  and  always  from  the  known 
to  the  unknown  and  should  be  made  interesting  and  fundamental. 
The  instruction  should  be  intuitive  in  character,  i.  e. ,  it  should 
be  given  as  far  as  possible  through  the  senses,  especially  sight 
and  touch.  In  teaching  Sloyd  an  easy  exercise  for  one  pupil 
may  be  very  difficult  for  another,  so  the  teaching  is  individual  in 
character.  The  pupil  is  allowed  to  proceed  as  fast  as  he  is  able. 
This  is  a  Sloyd  principle  which  must  not  be  violated,  but  it  does 
not  mean,  however,  that  there  is  no  class  instruction. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools  has  decided  to  unify 
this  work  on  the  Island,  and  has  therefore  placed  it  under  the 
general  supervision  of  one  man.  Schools  will  be  opened  in  all  of 
the  provinces  as  fast  as  possible.  The  teachers  for  these  Sloyd 
rooms  will  be  brought  from  any  country  in  the  world  where  good 
men  with   the  proper  training  can  be  found.    At  the  present 
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time  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  two  teachers  for  a  school  having 
forty  five  or  fifty  benches.  An  entire  class,  including  the  teacher, 
will  go  to  the  Sloyd  room  at  one  time.  In  each  city  where  a 
Sloyd  School  is  opened  there  will  be  a  Saturday  and  perhaps  an 
evening  school  for  the  grade  teachers  of  that  city  for  the  purpose 
of  training  them  to  be  the  assistant  Sloyd  teachers.  Besides 
these  schools  it  will  be  necessary  to  maintain  Summer  Sloyd  and 
Drawing  Schools  for  grade  teachers.  "Whenever  a  new  school  is 
opened  in  which  there  is  to  be  a  Sloyd  room,  the  teachers  in  that 
school  should  be  those  who  can  act  as  assistant  Sloyd  teachers. 
By  following  this  plan  each  Sloyd  room  having  fifty  benches 
would  have  but  one  special  teacher  instead  of  the  two  now  neces- 
sary. With  fifty  Sloyd  schools  on  the  Island,  the  salaries  of 
fifty  Sloyd  teachers  would  be  saved  each  year.  As  Sloyd  is 
introduced  in  the  smaller  towns,  the  Swedish  plan  could  be  fol- 
lowed where  the  grade  teacher  is  the  Sloyd  teacher. 

The  time  given  to  hand  training  varies  in  the  different  coun- 
tries. In  London  and  many  parts  of  the  United  States  one  half 
day  each  week  is  given  to  it,  while  in  Sweden  from  four  to  seven 
hours  a  week  are  given  to  the  study  of  Sloyd,  There  is  such  a 
close  relationship  between  drawing  and  Sloyd  work  that  I  would 
suggest  that  the  time  given  to  these  two  studies  be  combined  and 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Supervisor  of  Sloyd,  who  would  be 
able  to  correlate  them.  If  this  plan  were  followed  I  would 
suggest  that  one  hour  each  day  be  given  to  this  handwork,  three 
hours  each  week  to  shop  work  and  two  hours  each  week  to 
drawing  and  other  hand  work  to  be  given  in  the  grade  room. 
After  the  first  year  or  two,  Cuba  should  be  able  to  place  in  all 
new  Sloyd  schools  Cuban  teachers  who  have  been  trained  in  the 
Saturday  and  Summer  schools.  Cuban  teachers  for  this  special 
work  should  be  selected  from  those  showing  the  greatest  aptitude 
in  the  summer  school  work,  and  these  men  should  then  be  induced 
to  go  to  Sweden  or  the  United  States  and  make  a  special  study 
of  this  work  for  one  year,  and  return  as  Sloyd  teachers.  Sloyd 
teachers  should  be  required  to  be  College  or  Normal  School 
graduates  or  to  pass  the  same  examinations  given  to  the  grade 
teachers,  but  should  receive  a  higher  salary  because  of  this  extra 
training. 

Even  after  there  are  a  few  Sloyd  schools  established  in  all  of 
the  chief  cities  of  the  Island  there  will  be  thousands  of  pupils  not 
receiving  this  instruction.  I  would  therefore  beg  to  suggest  the 
following:  For  the  sum  of  $15  or  $20  a  school  building  can  be  sup- 
plied with  knives  and  scissors,  etc. ,  necessary  for  the  introduction 
of  elementary  Sloyd.  This  elementary  Sloyd  would  include: 
fine  paper  cutting,  paper  folding  and  cutting,  card-board  work, 
drawing,  clay-modeling  and  knife  work.  For  a  little  extra 
expense,  bracket-saw-work  could  be  added.  To  teach  this  element- 
ary Sloyd,  the  grade  teachers  could  be  trained  in  the  Summer 
schools,  and  the  work  should  be  given  to  both  boys  and  girls. 
During  the  year  this  work  would  be  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sloyd  teacher  who  would  instruct  the  grade  teachers  on  Saturdays, 
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I  feel  that  this  elementary  Sloyd  training  would  be  of  very  great 
importance  because  it  would  reach  so  many  pupils. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  Sloyd  work  in  Cuba  cannot  become 
in  a  few  years  equal  to  that  of  any  country  in  the  world.  Unity 
is  a  strong  factor  in  any  business,  so  by  maintaining  unity 
through  the  introduction  of  one  system  of  manual  training  not 
only  the  best  teaching,  but  the  saving  of  thousands  of  dollars  will 
be  the  result. 

The  excellent  plan  which  the  Commissioner  of  Schools  and  the 
Superintendent  have  inaugurated  for  the  introduction  of  Sloyd 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  best  results  if  followed  carefully. 

Manual  Training  in  Girls7  Schools.  •  Sewing. — Although  the  so- 
called  Manual  Training  taught  in  boys'  schools  the  past  year 
was  but  a  farce,  this  is  not  true  of  the  sewing  classes  in 
girls7  schools.  Too  much  time  and  importance  were  given  to 
sewing  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Colonial  period  and  con- 
tinue to  be  given  to  it  in  private  schools  for  girls.  Far  from 
being  necessary  to  urge  teachers  of  girls'  schools  to  teach  sewing, 
I  fear  that  some  of  them  have  continued  devoting  too  much  time 
to  this  work.  The  splendid  samples  of  needlework  sent  to  the 
Buffalo  Exposition  are  sufficient  proofs  that  this  instruction  has, 
as  a  general  rule,  given  good  results,  but  it  is  sadly  in  need  of 
being  organized  along  more  practical  lines.  The  great  majority 
of  the  children  in  the  public  schools  are  from  the  middle  and 
lower  classes.  For  instruction  in  needle  work  to  be  of  practical 
benefit  to  them  it  should  be  in  such  as  they  will  have  use  for  in 
their  homes,  or  as  is  most  commonly  needed  in  any  civilized 
community,  and  it  should  at  the  same  time  be  such  instruction 
as  will  teach  the  principles  outlined  previously  in  this  chapter. 
The  course  in  sewing  should  be  carefully  studied  and  definitely 
arranged  to  secure  these  results  and  avoid  the  present  waste  of 
time  over  fancy  stitches  and  drawn  work. 

The  School  City. 

Object  of  the  u  School  City.?J — The  School  City  is  an  educa- 
tional innovation  based  on  sound  logical  principles,  susceptible  of 
easy  practical  application  in  any  school  under  wise  supervision,  and 
has  as  its  most  laudable  purpose  the  betterment  of  free  govern- 
mental systems  by  the  training  of  citizens  in  their  duties  as  such 
while  they  are  yet  children. 

It  is  a  method,  the  primary  object  of  which  is  the  moulding  of 
private  and  civic  character  during  the  susceptible  period  of  child- 
hood and  early  youth.  A  secondary  result,  a  mere  by-product 
of  the  method  however,  is  the  mutual  assistance  given  the  teach- 


127 

er,  by  saving  him  many  of  the  worries  and  trials  of  school 
government  by  discipline  enforced  by  himself,  which  is  replaced 
by  the  free  popular  government  established  and  enforced  by  the 
children  themselves.  It  has  the  additional  attractive  feature 
that  no  other  school  work  is  sacrificed  by  its  introduction,  since 
every  moment  devoted  to  it  is  outside  of  the  regular  school 
hours,  excepting  perhaps  the  hour  needed  in  the  first  organiza- 
tion of  the  School  City.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a  question  of  its 
comparative  value,  but  one  of  absolute  value.  It  is  either  good 
or  it  is  bad.  If  it  is  good,  nothing  is  lost  by  adopting  it  and 
much  may  be  gained.  In  fact,  we  find  by  experience  that  the 
child  who  is  a  citizen  of  his  own  little  school  republic  seems  to 
understand  and  appreciate  the  object  of  his  school  far  better  than 
the  same  child  did,  when  he  was  a  subject  of  monarchical  school 
government.  Thus,  the  School  City,  while  not  encroaching  on 
any  of  the  school  exercises,  seems  to  add  intelligence  and  zest  to 
all  of  them. 

If  the  object  of  our  public  schools  is  to  train  men  for  life,  in 
the  broadest  sense  of  the  word,  they  are  most  certainly  failing  to 
accomplish  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended  so  long  as 
*  boys  and  girls  are  passing  out  of  their  doors  with  no  well  formed 
ideas  of  their  duties  as  citizens  to  their  country  and  to  each 
other.  There  is  no  gainsaying  that  this  lack  of  development  of 
the  conscientious,  moral  and  civic  sides  of  the  character  of  the 
boy,  and  the  lack  of  practical  training  in  his  most  rudimentary 
duties  as  a  citizen  is  one  of  the  great  defects  of  the  modern  public 
school.  On  all  sides  the  boy  hears  ungrammatical  language,  or 
sees  well  established  hygienic  principles  abused,  but  in  the  school- 
room he  is  repeatedly  warned  that  these  things  are  wrong  and 
is  told  what  is  right;  but  he  may  daily  see  or  suffer  the  pernicious 
results  of  a  corrupt  government  with  no  one  to  point  out  to  him 
that  it  is  wrong  and  the  way  in  which  it  may  be  righted.  He 
lives  in  a  democratic  country,  under  a  free  flag,  where  he  is  told 
that  the  will  of  the  people  is  supreme,  but  in  the  schoolroom  he 
is  surrounded  by  the  influences  of  a  monarchy,  where  authority 
is  wielded  with  the  rod  and  the  will  of  the  teacher  is  supreme. 

The  impressions  made  on  the  mind  of  the  child  by  constant 
association  are  indelible,  and  if  in  the  schoolroom  he  lives  in  an 
atmosphere  of  republicanism,  feels  that  he  has  certain  duties 
towards  his  playmates  and  certain  rights  in  his  relations  with 
them,  and  that  he  is  a  part  of  the  government,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  governed,  the  foundations  will  have  been  laid  for  a  good 
citizen  when  this  boy  of  to-day  becomes  the  man  of  to-morrow. 
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It  is  the  purpose  of  the  School  City  to  accomplish  this.  It  is 
a  comparatively  new  idea.  Its  author  is  Mr.  Wilson  L.  Gill. 
He  organized  the  first  School  City  in  Eew  York  in  1897.  Since 
then  it  has  been  greatly  developed  in  the  United  States  and  has 
spread  to  Europe.  Cuba  is  the  first  State  that  has  regularly 
adopted  it  as  an  essential  part  of  its  public  school  ^training. 
From  many  places  where  it  has  been  tried,  interesting  and 
satisfactory  accounts  have  been  given  of  its  success.  Honesty 
and  trustworthiness  are  stimulated  and  discipline  is  improved. 
From  a  School  City  in  the  United  States  came  this  report: 

As  to  the  benefits  to  be  accrued  from  this  method  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  and  reasonably  to  be  expected,  that  through  a  very  gen- 
eral adoption  of  the  school  city  by  the  schools  of  the  country  our 
actual  city  governments  would  soon  improve.  There  are  plenty 
of  good  men  in  JSTew  York  City  to-day  who  have  no  heart  for  the 
duties  before  them,  simply  because  they  have  never  taken  part 
in  any  city  government  and  so  feel  unequal  to  the  task.  Such 
fears  unfortunately  do  not  trouble  the  man  with  the  easy  con- 
science. Had  all  the  citizens  of  Kew  York  been  carefully  trained 
in  citizenship  in  the  schools  of  this  country,  ISTew  York  (surely 
no  one  can  deny  it)  would  to-day  be  a  clean  city.  In  a  school 
city,  which  is  under  the  oversight  of  a  teacher  of  high  moral 
character,  only  right  and  true  government,  that  is  free  from 
bribery  and  corruption,  would  prevail.  Every  school  would  thus 
be  sending  out  hosts  for  future  clean  city  government. 

Introduction  of  the  School  City  in  Cuba.— In  the  fall  of  1900,  the 
Military  Governor  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  Gill  to  introduce 
the  method  in  the  schools  of  the  Island.  He  immediately  pre- 
pared a  School  City  Charter  which  was  published  in  May  of  1901. 
As  the  object  is  to  teach  principles  and  practices  of  citizenship  and 
free  government  rather  than  any  particular  form  of  government, 
the  Charter,  was  made  to  serve  this  purpose  and  was  not  modeled 
after  that  of  any  particular  city.  The  actual  work  of  organiza- 
tion in  Cuba  was  begun  in  the  city  of  Havana  on  May  13th,  when 
six  School  Cities  were  organized.  The  results  secured  may  be  bet- 
ter understood  from  the  following  reports  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Instruction  of  Havana  and  the  principals  of  the  six  schools. 

(Translation.) 

Havana,  December  17,  1901. 
The  Commissioner  of  Public  Schook. 

Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose   herewith  the  reports  rendered  by 
all  the  teachers  who,  during  the  last  year,  established  the  School 
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City  in  their  schools,  from  which  reports  you  will  see  the  benefit 
derived  from  this  system.  For  my  own  part,  I  can  state  that 
whenever  I  have  accompanied  Mr.  Gill  during  the  year  to  estab- 
lish the  School  City  in  different  schools  of  this  Capital,  the  idea 
has  been  received  by  the  pupils  with  great  enthusiasm  and  they 
have  always  shown  good  and  sound  judgment  in  the  election  of 
their  officers,  and  all  the  positions  have  been  filled  by  children 
of  good  conduct  and  devotion  to  study.  As  regards  the  future  of 
the  School  City,  I  can  assure  you  that  it  depends  entirely  on  the 
interest  taken  by  the  principal  and  teachers  of  the  school  in 
which  it  is  established,  for  it  is  necessary  that  they  should 
always  pay  sufficient  attention  to  the  system  to  keep  the 
enthusiasm  alive.  In  this  manner  the  system  will  become  more 
and  more  perfect  and  its  good  results  will  be  correspondingly 
greater. 

Very  respectfully, 

Dr.  Manuel  Aguiar, 

Superintendent  of  Instruction. 

(  Translation. ) 

Keport   of   José   Miguel  Fernández  de  Yelazco,  Principal 
of  Boys'  School  ISTo.  15,  Havana. 

The  system  of  civic  instruction,  known  as  "The  School  City," 
has  been  established  in  this  school  since  the  month  of  April  of 
the  present  year.  I  have  been  able  to  observe  with  great  sat- 
isfaction that  as  regards  the  ward  of  San  Leopoldo,  in 
which  the  school  is  situated,  the  number  of  children  who  were 
found  running  about  the  streets  using  language  which  did  not 
say  much  on  behalf  of  the  education  they  were  receiving,  has 
greatly  diminished.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  School  City, 
which  has  been  given  the  name  of  the  illustrious  Cuban,  José 
Antonio  Saco,  the  vigilance  which  is  exercised  over  the  pupils 
by  the  officers  of  the  School  City — their  own  schoolmates — chosen 
by  them  to  fill  such  positions,  and  also  by  the  teachers  and  the 
writer,  has  diminished  the  number  of  children  who  formerly  used 
to  roam  about  the  streets  molesting  quiet  citizens.  I  observed, 
when  the  system  was  established,  that  the  appointment  of  the 
eleven  councilmen,  made  by  children  without  any  experience  in 
a  work  of  this  kind,  was  made  with  a  great  sense  of  justice  and 
impartiality  and  that  all  the  appointees  were  deserving  of  such 
distinction.  Further,  when  the  Council  proceeded  to  fill  by 
ballot  the  remaining  positions,  I  have  seen  with  great  pleasure 
that  they,  of  their  own  free  will  and  without  receiving  sugges- 
tions of  any  kind,  selected  the  best  elements  of  the  school. 

The  order  and  discipline  of  the  school  is  in  general  the  same, 
because  both  were  good  before  the  establishment  of  the  system, 
but  they  have  greatly  improved  in  some  schoolrooms,  where  the 
policemen  help  the  teachers  to  exercise  vigilance  over  the  pupils, 
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and  unassisted  preserve  discipline  in  the  school  when  the  teacher , 
for  any  reason  whatever,  has  to  leave  the  schoolroom.  I  con- 
sider that  the  system  is  a  means  of  making  children  learn  and 
preserve  sentiments  of  morality  and  of  justice,  as  well  as  method  . 
for  teaching  them,  at  an  early  date,  the  great  duties  which,  as 
citizens,  they  will  have  to  fulfill  on  the  morrow. 

In  this  country,  where  we  have  jusfc  broken  away  from  a  sys- 
tem of  oppression  and  tyranny  imposed  upon  us  by  a  hateful  and 
obnoxious  government,  in  which  more  than  one  citizen  violated 
the  Law  simply  because  he  was  not  aware  of  its  provisions,  I 
believe  that  he  who  devotes  himself  to  the  teaching  profession 
should  strive  with  zeal  and  enthusiasm  to  instill  in  the  minds  of 
his  pupils  a  knowledge  both  of  their  duties  and  of  their  rights. 
In  the  same  way  that  they  were  formerly  made  to  learn  in  the 
schools  the  Catechism  of  religion,  they  should  be  made  to-day  to 
learn  the  Constitution  of  their  country  and  the  Catechism  of  their 
duties  and  rights. 

To  children  who  have  heretofore  seen  in  their  teachers  only 
men  ready  to  chastise  them  severely,  inspiring  them  with  hatred 
and  dislike  instead  of  with  feelings  of  love  and  respect,  inspired 
by  kindness  and  friendly  treatment,  it  is  very  agreeable  to  have 
their  schoolmates  act  as  intermediate  authorities  between  their 
teachers  and  themselves,  and  this  satisfaction  is  the  greater  if 
they  are  made  to  understand  the  great  moral  force  which  these 
children,  whom  they  have  elected,  must  exercise  over  them;  if 
they  are  made  to  understand  that  when  punishment  is  imposed 
upon  them  it  is  because  they  have  not  complied  with  their  duties 
or  because  they  have  violated  the  Law;  and  finally  this  satisfac- 
tion will  be  greater  if  they  see  that  the  Law,  which  protects  good 
citizens,  punishes  bad  ones.  By  these  means. children  are  taught 
to  respect  the  existing  authorities,  and  they  respect  them  all  the 
more  when  they  are  not  imposed  upon  them,  but  elected  by  their 
own  free  will.  In  this  manner  they  are  prepared  for  public  life, 
which  they  will  enter  free  from  those  passions  which  unfortun- 
ately reign  at  present  in  our  dear  country,  and  they  will  simply 
look  for  the  interests  of  the  fatherland. 

Before  the  establishment  of  the  system  in  the  school  under 
my  direction,  I  had  two  inspectors  who  were  appointed  monthly 
by  ballot  by  their  schoolmates,  which  elections  were  presided 
over  by  a  committee  appointed  by  themselves.  If,  during  the 
time  for  which  he  was  elected,  an  Inspector  committed  some 
fault,  he  was  dismissed  publicly,  and  therefore  he  had  to  be  a 
model  of  good  conduct  in  the  eyes  of  his  schoolmates.  It  hap- 
pened once  that  the  same  child  was  re-elected  several  times. 
This  system  has  made  easier  and  more  rapid  the  organization  of 
the  School  City  in  the  school  under  my  direction. 

I  believe  that  the  School  City  should  be  organized  in  all  the 
schools  but  it  is  necessary  that  day  after  day  it  should  be  looked 
after  and  the  persons  in  charge  of  its  organization  should  make 
the  children  understand  its  benefits,  explaining  to  them  that 
the  School   City  is  like  government  constituted  by  men,    who 
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obey  and  respect  the  laws  and  resolutions  of  the  majority, 
although  these  be  contrary  to  their  opinions,  because  every 
citizen  is  bound  to  respect  the  Law,  and  if  he  considers  it  bad 
and  deficient,  he  is  bound  to  do  all  he  can  to  improve,  but  always 
to  obey  it. 

In  order  that  those  children  who  are  filling  positions  of  authori- 
ty should  not  become  objects  of  hatred  in  the  eyes  of  their 
schoolmates,  it  is  necessary  that  the  teachers  should  make  the 
former  understand  that  the  fact  that  they  have  reached  such 
high  positions  is  due  to  their  merits  and  not  to  the  sympathy  of 
the  teachers,  and  that  they  must  act  accordingly. 

The  maxim  contained  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  first  Chapter 
of  the  School  City  Charter,  uDo  unto  others  what  thou  wouldst 
have  done  unto  thee,"  and  ll Love  others  as  thou  wouldst  have 
others  love  thee, J '  are  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  the 
granite  pillars  which  serve  as  a  foundation  to  morality  and  to 
all  religion.  The  children  should  be  taught  every  day  to  love 
good  and  hate  evil;  they  should  be  advised  never  to  commit  any 
act  in  their  lives  without  first  asking  of  themselves,  "Would  it 
please  me  to  have  sucha  thing  done  to  me?" — and  if  a  secret 
voice  from  within  his  inner  self  answers  him  l  'no, ' 7  he  should 
refrain  from  doing  it. 

In  short,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  with  the  School  City  it  is 
more  easy  to  obtain  order  and  discipline,  not  only  within  but 
outside  of  the  school;  that  the  children  are  fully  interested  in 
this  system  of  civic  instruction  which  stimulates  them  to  be 
good,  and  lastly,  that  its  organization  should  be  continued. 

(  Translation. ) 

Report    of    Justo   L.    Falcon,    Principal   of   Boys'    School 

'  No.    25,  .  Havana. 

Notwithstanding  the  haste  with  which  the  work  of  organizing 
the  School  City  was  done  in  my  school, . I  have  been  able  to 
notice  satisfactory  results,  in  what  refers  to  the  preservation  of 
order,  and  to  the  improvement  of  school  discipline.  I  believe  it, 
therefore,  to  be  of  great  benefit,  not  only  in  the  teaching  of  moral 
and  civic  instruction,  a  branch  of  study  so  little  known  amongst 
us  and  from  which  such  patriotic  and  useful  results  may  be  ob- 
tained, but  also  as  a  means  of  making  children  at  an  early  age 
understand  the  duties  and  rights  of  every  good  citizen,  that  they 
may  at  the  same  time  accustom  themselves  politically  and 
socially  to  the  form  of  government  adopted  by  our  Constitution, 
that  is  to  say,  the  Federal  Republic. 

*  (  Translation. ) 

Report  of   Adelaida   Pinera,   Principal  of   Girls'    School, 

Havana. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  the  School  City 
in  our  public  schools  wilj   give  beneficial  'results,   judging  from 


132 

those  obtained  in  this  school  under  my  direction,  in  which  the 
School  City  was  established  in  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding 
year.  Although  in  this  school  there  has  always  been  good  order 
— and  let  not  this  be  taken  as  an  immodest  statement — this  order 
was  improved  by  the  election  of  an  Ayuntamiento  with  its  different 
officers,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  teachers  and  visitors.  It  may 
be  said  also  that  the  School  City  has  exercised  the  same  influence 
on  the  ideas  and  notions  of  moral  and  civic  duties  because  all 
the  girls  attending  this  school,  both  the  electors  and  elected,  vie 
with  each  other  in  preserving  order,  in  rendering  good  help  to 
the  teachers  in  their  preparatory  work,  in  practicing  charity,  in 
helping  themselves  in  necessary  cases,  etc. ,  all  under  the  super- 
vision of  their  respective  teachers  and  their  principal. 

The  rivalry  above  mentioned  has  reached  such  a  state  of  per- 
fection in  this  school  that,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  undersigned 
and  her  fellow  teachers,  in  the  six  months  that  the  School  City 
has  been  established,  the  Court  has  not  had  to  pass  a  single 
sentence,  which  speaks  very  highly  of  the  children  and  of  the 
system.  In  this  school  the  system  worked  with  regularity  with- 
in a  month  after  its  establishment. 

I  believe  that  if  due  attention  is  paid  to  this  system  the 
schools,  and  as  a  consequence  thereof,  the  country,  will  be  bene- 
fited thereby,  because  it  is  the  only  means  of  teaching  in  a  prac- 
tical, and,  we  might  say,  objective  manner.  Both  the  civic  and 
moral  instruction,  if  given  in  any  other  way,  results  in  barren 
and  purely  routine  work  without  any  utility,  as  happens  with 
every  method  of  teaching  that  does  not  interest  the  senses  and 
that  does  not  enforce  the  lessons  of  teaching  by  practical  effects, 
thus  making  the  pupils  see  before  them  the  results  of  thought 
and  intelligence  without  tiring  or  loading  their  memories  excess- 
ively. 

(  Translation. ) 

Report  of  Magdalena  Pardo  de  Castroverde,  Principal  of 
Girls'  School  No.  48,     Havana. 

I  consider  it  an  excellent  method  of  civic  instruction.  It  has 
contributed  to  the  development  of  the  sense  of  justice  among 
the  pupils  of  the  school,  as  was  demonstrated  in  the  first  elections, 
and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  principle  of  obedience  to  recognized 
authority.  It  has  further  made  the  pupils  have  greater  interest 
in  maintaining  friendship  and  union  amongst  the  citizens  of  the 
school.  Whenever  the  laws  of  the  school  have  been  violated, 
the  sentences  dictated  by  the  judges  against  the  culprits  have 
always  been  founded  on  the  most  strict  sense  of  justice. 

Although  in  my  school  there  always  existed  order  and  disci- 
pline before  the  establishment  of  the  system,  the  citizens  of  the 
school,  since  the  system  has  been  established,  have  endeavored 
to  make  this  order-  and  discipline  still  more  perfect,  because  of 
the  love  which  every  good  citizen  feels  for  the  city  to  which  he 
belongs  and  which  bears  the  name  of  < 'Union,'' 
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In  short,  from  the  establishment  of  the  system  known  as  the 
School  City,  the  pupils  have  derived  the  following  advantages: 
First:  They  have  been  initiated  in  the  knowledge  of  the  rights 
and  duties  of  citizens;  Second:  They  have  learned  to  love  truth, 
which  is  the  virtue  of  all  free  countries;  Third:  They  have 
learned  to  obey  and  respect  established  laws  which  regulate 
order,  the  principal  factor  in  every  civilized  community. 

The  organization  of  the  School  City  ' 'Union77  was  accomplish- 
ed in  two  hours,  the  elections  having  been  made  with  the  greatest 
order  and  enthusiasm.  The  very  short  time  that  this  system 
has  been  in  operation  in  my  school  does  not  permit  me  to  report 
at  greater  length  upon  it. 

I  believe  that  the  system  will  render  beneficial  results  to  the 
schools  of  our  country. 

(  Translation. ) 

Report  of  Maria  de  los  Angeles  Landa,  Principal  of  Girls' 
School,  Havana. 

The  organization  of  the  School  City  in  this  school  has  given 
splendid  results  both  because  of  the  influence  it  exercises  in  the 
preservation  of  order  and  discipline,  and  also  because  with  this 
system  it  is  easy  to  make  our  children  understand  what  respect 
is  due  to  authority  (respect  that  they  now  willingly  practice 
within  the  school)  as  a  civic  preparation  for  after  life  in  their 
beloved  Bepublic. 

The  organization  of  the  School  City  was  easy  because  we  had 
the  best  factor;  good  will  to  assist  us  in  the  work.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  our  organization  is  perfect,  but  I  can  certainly 
say  that  with  the  continuance  of  the  system  we  shall  at  last  ob- 
tain the  desired  results. 

The  School  City  will  be  Introduced  in  the  Most  Important  Cities  of  the 
Island. — It  was  decided  that  the  success  which  had  attended  the 
first  practical  application  of  the  method  warranted  its.  extension 
to  all  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  Island  and  plans  have  been 
made  to  do  this  the  coming  school  year.  I  believe  that  the  work 
has  passed  the  experimental  stage  and  that  the  general  introduc- 
tion of  the  method  will  give  the  best  of  practical  results.  Its 
introduction  is  accompanied  by  many  difficulties,  such  as  a  lack 
of  appreciation  of  its  purpose  on  the  part  of  some  teachers,  and 
it  will  be  necessary  to  proceed  with  the  greatest  of  care  and 
precaution  to  avoid  its  being  mutilated  and  misapplied  in  some 
instances.  For  the  same  reason,  it  will  need  constant  and  intel- 
ligent supervision.  An  interesting  and  detailed  description  of 
the  method  of  organization  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Gill's  report. 
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Buffalo   Exhibit. 

Appointment  of  a  Commission, — In  Februar}^,  authority  was 
requested  of  the  Military  Governor  to  prepare  for  the  Pan-Amer- 
ican Exposition  in  Buffalo  an  exhibit  of  the  work  that  has  been 
done  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Island.  The  Military  Gover- 
nor promptly  gave  the  necessary  authority  and  authorized  the 
expenditures  of  the  funds  necessary  for  the  purpose.  On  my 
recommendation  the  following  Committee  was  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  all  details  connected  with  the  preparation  of  the  ex- 
hibit: President:  Matthew  E.  Hanna,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Schools.  Members:  Eduardo  Yero,  Island  Superintendent  of 
Public  Schools;  Dr.  Alejandro  María  Lopez,  ex-Superintendent 
of  Public  Schools  of  the  Province  of  Havana;  Felix  Soloni;  and 
Ldo.  Antonio  Mesa  y  Domínguez,  who  was  also  Secretary  of  the 
Committee. 

Nature  of  the  Work  to  be  Done.— It  must  be  admitted  that-  the 
Committee  began  its  work  with  no  little  amount  of  fear  and 
trepidation  as  to  the  results  that  were  to  be  obtained.  The  task 
assigned  them  was  to  prepare  an  exhibit  of  the  work  of  a  school 
system  scarcely  two  years  old.  It  was  the  first  attempt  at  such 
an  undertaking  made  in  the  Island,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  Boards  of  Education  that  were  called  upon 
to  assist  had  never  seen  an  exhibition  of  this  nature,  not  to 
mention  the  fact  that  they  had  never  been  called  upon  to  prepare 
a  part  of  such  an  exhibition.  The  necessary  authority  was  not 
secured  until  three  months  before  the  date  when  the  exhibit 
should  arrive  at  Buffalo,  which,  combined  with  the  poor  com- 
munications between  many  parts  of  the  Island  and  Havana, 
added  greatly  to  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be  overcome.  Never- 
theless the  Committee  felt  sure  that  it  could  count  on  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  various  Boards  of  Education  and  did  not  lack  for 
enthusiasm  itself.  In  this  they  were  not  mistaken,  as  Boards  of 
Education,  teachers  and  pupils  in  all  parts  of  the  Island  prompt- 
ly answered  by  immediate  action  the  first  notice  sent  them,  and 
the  quantity  of  material  received  was  astonishing  to  even  thd 
most  sanguine.  No  time  was  lost  in  publishing  the  notices  far 
and  wide,  the  first  work  of  the  Committee  being  to  prepare  and 
issue  a  circular  which  was  distributed  throughout  the  entire 
Island. 

Arrangements  Made. — An  opportunity  to  assist  was  given  to  all 
Boards  of  Education,  and  the  majority  took  advantage  of  the  op- 
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portunity.  Boards  of  Education  were  informed  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  work  that  was  most  specially  desired,  and  other 
instructions  were  later  given  as  to  how  to  proceed  to  deliver  the 
various  exhibits  at  Havana.  It  was  decided  to  collect  at  Havana 
the  exhibits  coming  from  so  many  sources  and  varying  widely 
in  appearance,  to  open  and  examine  all  work  received  and  to 
arrange  the  exhibit  so  far  as  possible  as  it  was  -to  be  presented  in 
Buffalo.  Mr.  Francisco  de  P.  Machado,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Education  of  the  City  District  of  Sagua  la  Grande,  was  placed 
in  charge  of  this  work  of  receiving  and  classifying  the  exhibit. 
It  was  collected  and  arranged  for  public  exhibition  at  the  Arse- 
nal in  the  city  of  Havana  and  was  opened  to  those  who  wished  to 
examine  it  for  some  days  before  packing  up  for  shipping  to  Buffalo. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  state  here  that  the  variety  and  excellency 
of  the  articles,  comprising  free  hand  drawing,  map  drawing, 
writing,  model  work,  needle  work,  fancy  work  in  shells,  manual 
training  work,  text  books,  magazines,  etc.,  were  a  surprise  to  all 
of  the  thousands  of  persons  who  visited  the  exhibit  at  the  Ar- 
senal at  Havana. 

Exhibit  Sent  to  Buffalo.  Its  Success. — The  arrangement  of  the 
exhibit  at  the  beautiful  Cuba  building  at  the  Pan-American  Ex- 
position, the  surprise  with  which  it  was  inspected  by  thousands 
of  Americans,  and  its  relative  merits  as  compared  with  exhibits 
of  other  Pan-American  countries  are  given  in  detail  in  the  report 
of  Mr.  Machado.  The  Committee  decided  that  the  exhibit  prom- 
ised to  be  good  enough  to  warrant  sending  Mr.  Machado  to 
Buffalo  to  arrange  it  on  its  arrival.  He  had  accomplished  this 
task  with  such  excellent  results  in  the  Arsenal  at  Havana 
that  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  no  other  person  was  so 
well  fitted  to  repeat  the  work  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Machado  is  an 
earnest,  enthusiastic  Cuban  who  has  spent  many  years  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  which  he  loves  dearly  and  for  which  he  has 
great  pride.  It  was  a  pleasure  for  the  Committee  to  be  able  to 
permit  him  to  show  to  the  rest  of  America  the  wonderful  strides 
that  had  been  made  in  public  education  in  Cuba  and  the  future 
possibilities  of  the  Island  if  the  work  could  but  be  continued. 

Shortly  after  arriving  at  Buffalo  he  opened  a  registry  in  which 
those  visitors  who  wished  might  register  their  names  and  such 
remarks  on  the  exhibit  as  they  might  see  fit  to  make.  In  the 
«hort  period  of  a  little  over  a  month  thousands  of  persons  regis- 
tered and  extracts  from  the  opinions  therein  given  of  the  exhibit 
are  the  best  evidence  of  its  wonderful  success.  Hundreds  of  these 
might   be  quoted  and  would  prove  very  interesting,  but  I  will 
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limit  myself  to   that  of  Mr.    Selim  H.  Peabody,  Superintendent 
of  the  Division  of  Liberal  Arts  of  the  Pan-American  Exposition: 

This  Exposition  of  Education  from  the  Island  of  Cuba  is  a 
most  remarkable  and  a  most  interesting  presentation.  It  is  re- 
markable as  showing  the  high  degree  of  development  of  the  art 
of  embroidery,  shown  by  girls  and  women.  These  indicate  high 
capacity,  delicacy'  of  taste,  persistency  of  effort,  and  affection  for 
the  culture  of  the  home  life;  a  basis  upon  which  may  be  builded 
other  graces  of  feminine  life  and  cultivation.  Another  ten  years 
will  doubtless  show,  perhaps  not  less  of  the  art  here  shown,  but 
more  of  those  intellectual  powers  and  graces  which  have  been 
classed  among  the  humanities. 

It  is  also  notable  that  most  of  the  exhibits  here  shown  are  the 
work  of  girls.  In  another  exposition  we  shall  hope  to  find 
equally  prominent,  probably  in  other  lines,  the  work  of  boys, 
growing  to  be  the  men  of  culture  and  of  affairs,  governing  the 
Queen  of  the  Antilles. 

Most  hearty  congratulations  should  be  given  to  all  who  have 
aided  in  developing  this  new  advancement  of  education,  especial- 
ly of  popular  education  in  this  new  and  aspiring  nation.  No 
more  important  element  of  successful  progress  can  be  found.  If 
this  work  goes  on,  fully  and  thoroughly,  reaching  to  the  re- 
motest hamlets  of  the  Isle,  Cuba  will  experience  a  regeneration 
which  will  most  completely  illuminate  the  development,  under 
the  ameliorated  conditions  of  her  dearly  bought  independence. 

Awards  and  Prizes  Obtained. — Each  province  and  thirty -three 
districts  were  represented.  The  principal  exhibits  came  from  the 
City  Districts  of  Cienfuegos,  Sagua  la  Grande,  Matanzas  and  Ha- 
vana.   More  than  one  thousand  separate  articles  were  received. 

The  following  medals  were  awarded  the  exhibit: 

GOLD    MEDALS. 

Department  of  Public  Primary  Instruction. 
City  District  of  Matanzas. 

„■         ,,         ,,  Cienfuegos. 

„  , ,         , ,  Sagua  la  Grande. 

Private  School  u Inmaculada  Concepción,77  Havana. 


SILVER     MEDALS. 

City  District  of  Havana. 

,,  ,,         ,,  Santa  Clara. 

,,  „         ,,  Sancti  Spiritus. 

,,  ,,         ,,  Manzanillo. 

Public  School  No.  48,  Havana. 
Drawing  Academy  of  Miss  Adriana  Billini,  Havana. 
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Private  School  " Santa  Rosalia/7  Santa  Clara. 

, ,  , ,      of  Miss  Maria  Luisa  Dolz,  Havana. 

, ,  , ,       ¿  'Santa  Ana, ' 7  Havana. 

Asylum  "El  Buen  Pastor,77  Havana. 
Sisters  of  Charity. 

BRONZE   MEDALS. 

Public  School  No.  22,  Havana. 

24 

n  i)  ii     ^^i         ii 

11  11  11       fJXJ1  11 

City  District  of  Begla. 

,,  ,,         ,,  Trinidad. 

School  District  of  Bainoa. 

, ,  , ,        , ,  San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas. 

School  Periodical  ££La  Escuela  Moderna,77  Havana,. 

,,  ,,  "El  Escolar,77  Holguin. 

Department  of  Charities,  Havana. 

HONORABLE  MENTION. 

School  District  of  Candelaria - 

Private  School  "San  Francisco  de  Sales,77  Havana. 

Periodical  "La  Higiene,77  Havana. 

Elements  of  Pedagogy,  by  José  María  Tzaguirre,  Havana. 

History  of  Cuba,  by  A.  López  Torres,  Havana. 

School  Periodical  "Bevista  de  Instrucción,77  Havana. 

Casa  de  Beneficencia  y  Maternidad,  Havana. 

Prívate  School  "San  Vicente  de  Paula,'7  Havana. 

The  Exhibit  a  Proof  of  the  Success  of  the  System. — In  the  preparation 
of  the  exhibit  an  effort  was  made  to  show  the  progress  that  had 
been  made  in  the  public  schools  in  the  past  two  years  and  its 
present  material  conditions  by  statistics  of  some  of  the  principal 
districts  of  the  Island.  For  this  object,  a  number  of  Boards  of 
Education  were  directed  to  have  prepared  with  pen  and  ink,  by 
pupils  and  teachers  of  their  schools,  statistical  statements  of  the 
schools  of  their  districts.  These  statistical  tables  were  very 
artistically  formed  and  they  served  not  only  to  show  the  material 
condition  of  the  schools  as  to  the  number  attending,  etc. ,  but  at 
the  same  time  were  exhibits  of  most  excellent  penmanship. 
The  City  District  of  Matanzas  presented  such  a  drawing  in  which 
portraits  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Super- 
intendent of  Instruction,  and  various  teachers  were  artistically 
arranged  on  the  trunk  and  branches  of  an  enormous  tree,  all  of 
which  was  delicate  pen  work. 

Defects  Pointed  Out. — It  was  not  found  possible  to  prepare  any 
particular  program   which  was  to  be  followed  by  all  Boards  of 
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Education,  thus  producing  uniformity  in  the  exhibits  presented 
from  different  parts  of  the  Island,  but  it  was  necessary  to  allow 
each  district  to  arrange  and  prepare  its  work  as  it  thought  best;. 
As  a  result,  there  was  a  great  variety  in  the  class  and  kind  of 
work  received  and  an  apparent  absence  of  system  in  the  exhibit 
as  finally  collected.  It  should  in  no  sense  of  the  word  be  taken 
as  a  model  for  future  exhibits.  It  lacked  uniformity  and  was  to  a 
certain  extent  not  a  true  presentation  of  the  work  that  is  being 
done  in  our  public  schools.  ISTeedle  work  in  the  exhibit  occupies 
a  much  more  important  place  than  it  does  in  the  public  schools. 
In  fact,  sections  of  the  exhibit  considered  alone  might  have  been 
taken  for  an  exhibit  of  fancy  needle  work  rather  than  that  of 
public  schools,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  next  the  public 
schools  of  the  Island  prepare  such  an  exhibit  it  will  be  possible, 
with  the  experience  obtained  in  this,  to  more  truly  and  faithfully 
represent  the  work  being  done  and  the  nature  of  instruction  being 
given  in  the  schools. 

Pbivate  Schools. 

Legislation  on  Private  Schools. — The  only  mention  made  of  pri- 
vate schools  in  the  present  School  Law  is  that  contained  in  the 
provisions  of  Paragraph  88,  which  reads  as  follows: 

Every  parent,  guardian,  or  other  person,  having  charge  of 
any  child  between  the  ages  of  six  and  fourteen  years,  shall  send 
such  child  to  a  public  or  private  school  not  less  than  twenty 
weeks,  at  least  ten  weeks  of  which,  commencing  with  the  first 
four  weeks  of  the  school  year,  shall  be  consecutive,  occasional 
daily  absence  for  reasonable  excuse  excepted;  unless  the  child  is 
excused  from  such  attendance  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Education  in  Municipal  Districts  or  City  Districts  of  the  Second 
Class,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Instruction  in  City  Districts  of 
the  First  Class,  upon  a  satisfactory  showing,  either  that  the  bodi- 
ly or  mental  condition  of  the  child  does  not  permit  of  its  attend- 
ing school,  or  that  the  child  is  being  instructed  at  home  or  in  a 
private  school  by  a  person  qualified,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  in  the  subjects  of  writing,  spelling, 
reading,  geography  and  arithmetic. 

Such  Legislation  Should  be  Modified. — When  this  was  written  the 
time  had  not  arrived  for  more  complete  legislation  in  this  matter 
and  nothing  more  was  intended  than  to  provide  a  legal  means  of 
avoiding  flagrant  abuse  of  the  privilege  of  conducting  private 
schools.  By  this  paragraph  all  questions  as  to  the  qualification 
of  teachers  of  private  schools  are  to  be   decided  by   the  Clerk  of 
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the  Board  of  Education.   It  is  a  very  imperfect  provision,  and  one 
which  should  be  modified  booh  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  a  inore 
rigid  inspection  of   private  schools  and  authority  to  close  them 
when  necessary   and  to   provide  for   the  authorisation  of  private 
schools  only  after    the  proper  authorities  are  satisfied,   beyond 
doubt,  of  the  competency  of  their  teachers,  good  hygienic  location 
of  the   schools,    etc.     While   the   necessity   for   more  complete 
regulations  governing  the  establishment  and  control  of  private 
schools  has  been   perfectly  well  understood,  no  particular  effort 
has  been  made  to  secure  such  legislation,  for  the  reason  that  there 
have  been  too  many   other  matters  of  much  greater  importance 
to  attend  to.    The  time  has  arrived,  however,  when  it  is  possible 
to  give  more  attention  to   the  private  schools  and  to  endeavor  to 
make  them  what  they  should  be:  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  pub- 
lic schools;  and  during  the  coming   school  year  the  whole  ques- 
tion will  be  laid  before  the  Military   Governor,  in  the  form  of  a 
proposed  order  for  improving  the  efficiency  of  the  private  schools. 
Private  Schools  are  Necessary. — The  attitude  of  this  office  towards 
private   schools   has  been,  and  always  will  be,   most  generous. 
Although  the  privilege  of  opening  private  schools  has  been  the 
subject  of  gross   abuse,    there  is   no  denying  the   fact  that  they 
rendered  a  great  assistance  to  the  country  at   a  time   when  there 
were  no  public  schools,  and  certainly  placed  educational  advan- 
tages, although  they  were  meagre,  within  the  reach  of  thousands 
of  children  who  otherwise  would  have  had  absolutely  no  such 
advantages.     There  are  in  the  Island  to-day  more  than  500,000 
youths  of  school  age,  and  some  300,000  between  the  ages  of  six 
and  fourteen  years.  With  the  schools  that  we  are  at  present  able  to 
continue,  filled  to  their  maximum   capacity,  the  government  is 
able  to  place  a  free  education  within  the  reach  of  not  more  than 
200,000  children.    It  is  not  possible  to  increase  this  number,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite  probable  that  it  will  decrease;  so 
long  as  this  is  the  case  the  Island   needs  the  assistance  of  every 
good  private  school,  and  far  from  discouraging  them  they  should 
be  encouraged  in  every  possible  way. 

Comparative  Efficiency  of  Public  and  Private  Schools. — The  popular 
opinion  of  the  private  school  is  still  very  erroneous.  There  was  a 
time,  years  ago  under  the  colonial  system,  when  the  private  school 
was  superior  to  the  public  school.  It  was  then  that  it  gained  for 
itself  a  good  reputation,  which  was  only  good  in  contrast  with 
the  bad  reputation  of  the  public  school.  The  private  schools  of 
to-day  are  not  worse  than  they  were  at  that  time;  they  are  per- 
haps a  trifle  better;  but  the  progress  and  improvements  made  in 
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the  public  schools  have  developed  a  remarkable  contrast  between 
the  two,  until  to-day  the  ordinary  private  school  cannot  be  favor- 
ably compared,  in  any  respect,  to  the  average  public  school. 
This  change  in  the  relative  efficiency  of  the  two  types  of  schools 
has  been  so  rapid  that  the  general  public  has  not  kept  up  with 
it,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  a  father  sending  his  children 
to  a  private  school  where  he  pays  their  tuition  and  where  they 
are  losing  their  time  when  he  has  a  free  public  school  at  his 
door. 

Great  Majority  of  Private  Schools  are  Wretched. — There  are  some 
very  good  private  schools  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  Island, 
some  of  them  controlled  by  individual  parties,  others  by  corpo- 
rations, and  others  by  the  Church,  but  by  far  the  great  major- 
ity are  of  the  type  -known  as  escuelitas.  These  are  the  miser- 
able little  schools,  located  in  the  worst  rooms  of  the  home  of  the 
teacher,  badly  supplied  with  furniture  and  material,  badly  light- 
ed, badly  ventilated,  and  often  taught  by  men  or  women  who 
are  scarcely  able  to  read  or  write.  To  properly  understand  the 
deplorable  condition  of  these  little  schools,  it  is  necessary  to 
visit  them.  They  are  the  product  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  public  education  existed  during  the  colonial  regime. 
There  was  a  demand  and  desire  for  education  which  was  not  sup- 
plied by  the  public  schools.  No  authority  was  needed  for  open- 
ing a  private  school  and  no  questions  were  asked  as  to  the 
competency  of  the  teacher,  who  as  a  rule  was  a  man  or  woman 
too  ignorant,  too  lazy  or  too  unfortunate  to  succeed  at  anything 
else.  The  country  ^as  demanding  schools.  The  parents  of  the 
children  looked  no  further  than  the  name.  As  a  result,  the  com- 
munity has  been  greatly  imposed  upon. 

Means  of  Stimulating  and  Bettering  Private  Schools. — It  is  not  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  this  abuse  will  disappear,  unless  these 
schools  are  placed  under  government  supervision,  and  unless  some 
one  has  authority  for  demanding  a  certain  standard  of  teachers  of 
private  schools,  good  sanitary  conditions  in  the  schoolroom, 
approved  methods  and  an  established  course  of  studies,  etc.  Any 
legislation  that  may  be  had  in  this  matter  should  have  for  its  object 
the  protection  of  the  private  school  teacher  of  every  good  private 
school,  as  well  as  the  protection  of  the  community  against  the 
abuse  of  poor  private  schools,  and  should  offer  such  encourage- 
ment and  stimulation  for  the  private  schools  as  will  place  them  on 
a  higher  plane  of  perfection.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that 
our  private  schools  will  furnish  the  same  advantages  as  our 
public  schools,  and  be  of  valuable  assistance  to  them,  so  long  as 
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any  one  who  wishes  is  permitted  to  open  such  a  school  without 
license  or  authority  of  any  kind,  nor  is  it  reasonable  to  expect 
that  their  teachers  will  be  stimulated  to  improve  these  schools  so 
long  as  they  feel  that  they  are  safe  from  interference,  however 
wretched  may  be  the  condition  of  their  schools.  The  time  has 
come  when  this  important  question  can  be  taken  up  in  a  careful 
and  systematic  way,  and  definitely  settled. 

Opinion  of  the  Provincial  Superintendent  of  Santa  Clara, — The 
Superintendent  of  the  Province  of  Santa  Clara  in  his  annual 
report  which  forms  part  of  this  volume  mentions  the  question 
of  private  schools  in  the  following  way: 

It  is  understood  that  an  Order  is  about  to  be  issued  regulat- 
ing the  establishment  of  private  schools.  It  is  a  measure  both 
just  and  necessary.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Government  in- 
tends to  curtail  or  to  encroach  upon  the  rightsp  ossessed  by  every 
citizen  to  devote  himself  to  the  profession  of  teaching  wherever 
it  suits  him  to  do  so;  but  it  is  the  Government's  duty  to  avoid 
the  education  of  the  young  becoming  the  object  of  unscrupulous 
exploitation,  and,  hence,  it  is  its  duty  to  dictate  rules,  protecting 
the  rights  of  those  persons  who  are  competent  teachers,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  protects  the  community  from  the  abuses  to 
which  it  would  be  subjected  were  anybody  at  all  allowed  to 
establish  a  private  school  at  his  pleasure. 

There  exists  in  Cuba  a  very  deep-rooted  custom:  the  teacher 
and  his  family  live  in  the  house  in  which  the  school  is  estab- 
lished. The  teachers  of  public  schools  may  not  do  so  now  because 
the  present  School  Law  forbids  such  a  practice,  but  nothing 
prevents  the  teachers  of  private  schools  from  following  the  tradi- 
tion, and  although  we  do  not  demand  that  such  teachers,  be  not 
allowed  to  live  in  the  building  where  their  schools  are  estab- 
lished, we  do  maintain  that  no  private  school  should  be  authorized 
which  is  not  installed  in  ample,  well  ventilated  and  well  lighted 
rooms,  set  aside  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  school  and  entire- 
ly independent  of  the  portion  of  the  building  used  as  the  dwell- 
ing of  the  teacher  and  his  family.  By  no  means  should  it  be 
allowed  that  the  portion  of  a  house  used  during  the  day  as  a 
school  be  converted  at  night-time  into  a  drawing  room  or  a  dor- 
mitory. The  atmosphere  of  a  room,  occupied  during  several 
hours  by  a  number  of  children  must  be  purified.  This  is  a  point 
which  should  not  be  unheeded  by  parents  nor  by  the  school  au- 
thorities, but  as  the  former  look  at  it  with  indifference  it  would 
be  advisable  for  the  latter  to  take  steps  in  this  direction,  so  as 
to  protect  the  community  against  the  evils  arising  from  such  a 
practice. 

Statistical  Information  regarding  Private  Schools.- — Exact;  statistical 
information  of  the  private  schools  has  never  been  collected.  During 
the  year,  this  office  has  secured  from  Boards  of  Education  of  the 


142 

Island,  information  of  the  number  of  private  schools,  with  their 
enrollment  and  attendance,  a  resume  of  which  is  as  follows: 


No. 
of  Schools. 

Enrollment. 

Attendance. 

Havana 

342 

66 
90 

27 
23 
62 

14,290 

2,771 

3,657 

494 

736 

2,385 

12,050 

Matanzas 

Santa  Clara , 

2,518 
2,997 

Pinar  del  Bio 

428 

Puerto  Principe 

621 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

1,978 

610 

24,333 

20,592 

These  data  are,  I  believe,  very  incorrect,  especially  in  the  part 
that  refers  to  enrollment  and  attendance,  which  shows  an 
enrollment  per  teacher  far  greater  than  that  which  actually  exists, 
and  a  percentage  of  attendance  on  enrollment  which  is  almost 
ridiculous  to  one  who  knows  the  conditions.  The  information  is 
given  merely  to  presentan  idea  of  the  number  of  private  schools 
in  the  Island. 

School  Buildings. 


Difficulty  of  Securing  Desirable  Buildings, — The  buildings  used  as 
school  houses  are  mainly  private  dwelling  houses,  rented  by  the 
Island  and  placed  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  school  pur- 
poses. Wherever  it  has  been  possible  to  secure  State  buildings, 
such  as  old  barrack  buildings,  jai]s,  hospitals,  etc.,  they  have 
been  used.  The  necessity  for  buildings  of  this  type  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  built  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  it  was 
a  few  years  ago,  consequently  many  of  them  have  been  vacated. 
Some  of  them  have  been  used  without  repairs,  while  others  have 
had  to  undergo  extensive  renovation,  before  being  occupied  by 
public  schools. 

As  stated  in  the  first  volume  of  this  report,  there  was  not  a 
single  public  school  building  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  a  year  ago 
that  was  the  property  of  the  State.  There  are  1,850  school  build- 
ings in  the  Island,  and,  excepting  a  very  few,  they  are  rented  at 
a  rate  which  varies  between  $5  per  classroom,  as  a  minimum, 
and  $20  per  classroom,  the  maximum,  with  $8  per  classroom, 
the  average.  These  rents  are  exorbitant.  There  are  some  dis- 
tricts in  the  Island  where  it  is  possible  to  obtain  good  houses  at 
low  rents,  but  as  a  general  rule  houses  are  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
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exorbitant  rents  are  paid.  During  the  year,  $327,405.84  were 
allotted  for  this  purpose  alone.  A  private  house  of  the  type 
common  in  the  Island  is  very  poorly  adapted  for  school  pur- 
poses. They»  as  a  ride,  have  but  one  large  room,  with  sometimes 
two,  and  the  remainder  of  the  house  is  divided  up  into  small 
rooms  absolutely  worthless  as  schoolrooms.  Partitions  have  to 
be  torn"  down,  and  the  house  generally  remodeled  before  full 
advantage  can  be  taken  of  the  floor  space  and  before  it  is  any 
way  suitable  for  school  purposes.  These  alterations  should  be 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  of  the  house,  but  where  this  is 
not  possible,  the  State  has  paid  for  such  changes,  and  has  often 
promised  to  put  the  house  in  its  former  condition  before  va- 
cating it.  It  will  be  readily  understood  that  the  most  desirable 
houses  are  the  oné*s  that  are  most  difficult  to  secure,  since,  natu- 
rally, the  owner  of  a  handsome  house  is  reluctant  to  see  it  undergo 
such  radical  alteration;  consequently  the  less  desirable  type  of 
house  frequently  has  to  be  rented.  The  light  and  ventilation 
are  bad  as  a  rule.  After  the  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
building  the  majority  of  the  schoolrooms  are  still  much  smaller 
than  they  should  be.  The  houses  are  so  arranged  that  children 
entering  one  schoolroom  frequently  have  to  pass  through  an- 
other. It  is  often  difficult  to  find  proper  wall  space  for  maps, 
blackboards,  etc.  The  floors  are  of  marble,  stone  or  tile,  and 
the  desks  have  to  be  fastened  on  to  board  strips.  In  the  towns 
there  are  no  playgrounds,  except  small  courtyards.  It  was  this 
condition  of  affairs  that  made  me  emphasize  in  the  first  volume  of 
this  report  the  necessity  for  immediately  beginning  to  build 
school  houses  at  the  Island  expense,  and  to  push  the  work  with 
the  greatest  possible  energy.  The  two  greatest  necessities  of  the 
school  system  are  good  teachers  and  good  school  buildings. 

Improvement  in  School  Buildings  during  the  Year. — During  the  year, 
however,  there  has  been  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  houses.  The  great  rapidity  with  which  schools  were  or- 
ganized in  the  spring  of  1900  rendered  it  almost  impossible  for 
Boards  of  Education  to  provide  the  best  obtainable  houses  for 
them,  but  little  by  little,  as  opportunity  has  presented  itself,  the 
worst  of  these  houses  have  been  given  up  and  better  ones  have 
been  secured.  Boards  of  Education  have  of  their  own  accord 
greatly  improved  the  local  school  conditions  in  this  way,  but  the 
Special  Inspectors  of  this  office  have  been  the  inspiration  of  the 
greater  number  of  the  changes.  They  have  gone  from  district  to 
district j  inspecting  every  school,  house  of  each  district,  and  have 
remained  in  the  district  until  whatever  changes  it  was  possible 


144 

to  make  had  been  made.  In  some  districts  new  houses  were 
rented  and  in  others  partitions  were  torn  down,  windows  opened, 
roofs  repaired,  blackboards  fixed,  etc.  In  one  City  District  of  the 
Island  which  had  16  school  houses  rented  not  a  single  one  was  fit 
for  school  purposes,  yet  the  Board  of  Education  was  making  no 
effort  to  improve  the  conditions.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  a 
family  was  living  in  each  house.  Two  classrooms  were  establish- 
ed in  the  remainder  of  the  house.  Neither  one  was  large  enough 
for  a  schoolroom.  Similar  conditions  existed  in  other  districts, 
and  Boards  of  Education  either  from  ignorance  or  a  lack  of  in- 
terest made  no  attempt  of  their  own  volition  to  improve  them. 
It  was  in  such  places  as  this  that  the  Inspectors  did  the  best 
work.  It  has  been  a  slow  process,  but  the  only  one  which  in 
practice  gave  results.  There  were  many  districts  in  the  Island 
where  the  interest  and  pride  in  the  schools  were  not  sufficient  to 
bring  about  an  improvement  in  their  condition,  and  to  such 
places  the  Special  Inspectors  were  sent  to  do  the  work  for  the 
Board  of  Education.  This  work  of  improvement  is  still  going 
on.  Every  Board  of  Education  in  the  Island  has  its  instructions 
to  be  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  opportunities  to  secure  better 
school  houses  by  moving  into  houses  newly  erected,  etc.,  but 
there  is  a  limit  to  improvements  secured  in  this  way,  and  the 
question  is  one  which  must  have  much  more  radical  treatment. 
The  Island  must  have  school  houses  built  for  the  purpose  at  the 
expense  of  the  Island  Treasury.  It  should  not  be  necessary  to 
argue  as  to  the  economical,  or  pedagogical,  or  hygienic  necessity 
for  such  buildings. 

Plan  for  Building  School  Souses. — In  the  month  of  March,  1901, 
I  presented  the  Military  Governor  the  following  plan  for  the 
construction  of  school  buildings  on  the  lines  recommended  in  the 
first  volume  of  this  report: 

Havana ,  March  11,  1901. 
To  the  Adjutant  General, 

Department  of  Cuba. 

Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Military  Governor. 

I  have   on   several    occasions   mentioned,    in  communications 
from  this  office,    the  necessity  for   making  early  provisions  for 
building  school  houses  throughout  the  Island  where  most  needed.  . 
For  some  time  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  collect  sufficient  data 
to  present  this  subject  in  an  intelligent  and  concise  manner. 
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For  this. purpose,  I  some  time  ago  directed  a  circular  letter  to 
each  Board  of  Education  of  the  Island  asking  information  with 
reference  to  the  buildings  used  for  school  purposes  in  their  re- 
spective districts.  I  have  received  answers,  from  all  to  these 
communications,  but  aside  from  showing  the  necessity  for  new 
and  better  houses,  their  replies  have  not  been  of  much  value. 
I  was  able  to  find  from  them  those  municipalities  where  the 
buildings  were  most  needed,  but  they  do  not  give  the  number  of 
houses  needed,  their  location,  etc,  I  have  concluded  that  the 
information  will  have  to  be  secured  in  some  other  way. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  localities,  such  as  the  Municipal 
District  of  Holguin,  the  necessity  for  school  buildings  appears  to 
be  about  the  same  all  over  the  Island,  with  perhaps  the  greatest 
necessity  in  the  provinces  of  Santiago  and  Pinar  del  Bio.  If 
funds  are  to  be  allotted  for  this  purpose,  some  basis  of  allotment 
should  be  selected  by  which  all  sections  of  the  country  would-  be 
equally  benefited,  and  in  my  opinion  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
make  this  allotment  on  the  basis  of  population  between  the  ages 
of  5  and  17,  which  nearly  correspond  to  the  school  age  of  8 
and  18. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  detailed  statement  showing  such  popula- 
tion for  the  Island  of  Cuba  by  provinces,  municipalities  and 
cities,  taken  from,  the  census  of  1899.  The  amount  per  capita 
will  depend  upon  the  funds  available  for  this  purpose.  I  recom- 
mend this  sum  to  be  not  less  than  $2  per  child.  This  amount 
will  enable  the  smallest  municipalities  to  build  at  least  one  school, 
and  will  meet  the  most  urgent  present  necessities  of  almost  all 
the  school  districts  of  the  Island.  If  this  amount  per  capita  is 
decided  '  on,  the  appropriation  for  the  entire  Island  would  be 
$1,106,056  distributed  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  statement, 
and  would  give  the  different  municipal  districts  sufficient  funds 
to  build  school  houses  of  the  style  '-and  number  also  given  in  the 
accompanying  statement.  I  believe  that  this  amount  of  $1. 106,058 
is  about  the  proportion  of  funds  available  for  public  education  in 
the  public  schools  that  should  be  devoted  to  this  purpose. 

For  the  four  months  of  September,  October,  November  and. 
December,  1900,  the  total  amount  allotted  for  public  schools  was 
$904,612.79.  Taking  this  as  a  basis  for  calculation,  the  amount 
that  will  be  thus  expended  in  the  entire  school  year  of  1900-1901 
will  be  $2,713,838.37.  Besides  this,  there  will  be  an  expenditure 
of  approximately  $200,000  for  school  books,  furniture,  supplies, 
etc.,  most  of  which  have  been  purchased  but  not  yet  paid  for. 
These  items,  together  with  the  above  amount,  given,  in  detail,  are 
as  follows: 

Begular  school,  expenditures  for  the  year. . . . . .  $  2, 713, 838. 37 

Supplies,  furniture,  etc '200, 000. 00 

The  building  of  school  houses.,...,... 500,000.00 


Total  for  the  year. . . .   $  3,41 3,838.37 
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If  this  plan  is  approved,  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to 
economically  expend  the  entire  amount  of  $1,106,056  in  the 
present  school  year  in  approximately  130  different  school  districts 
and  a  thousand  different  places  in  the  Island.  All  that  we  can 
hope  to  do  is  to  remedy  the  present  conditions  in  those  districts 
where  they  are  worst;  however  rapidly  we  may  work,  it 
would  probably  be  two  years  at  the  least  before  the  entire  work 
could  be  accomplished,  even  if  all  arrangements  were  now  made 
to  begin.  The  $2  per  capita  is  merely  given  as  a  good  basis 
for  allotting  these  funds  as  the  necessity  for  them  arises  in  a  w  ay 
that  the  interest  of  all  sections  of  the  Island  will  be  preserved 
and  which  will  avoid  just  criticism.  Hence,  in  the  above  state- 
ment  I  have  included  the  $500,000,  the  maximum  amount 
which  it  may  be  possible  to  economically  expend  in  the  present 
school  year. 

The  work  should  be  begun  in  every  province  of  the  Island  at 
once  in  those  districts  where  it  is  most  needed.  In  Santiago 
Province,  I  believe  that  district  to  be  Holguin;  in  Puerto  Prin- 
cipe, Morón  and  Ciego  de  Avila;  in  the  other  provinces,  I  cannot 
yet  state  definitely  the  districts  where  the  work  should  be  begun. 

In  most  sections  of  the  Island,  property  owners  are  very 
willing  to  cede  to  the  municipalities  for  school  purposes  sufficient 
real  estate  for  a  location  for  the  school. 

I  accompany  this  communication  with  plans  of  four  different 
typos  of  school  houses,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  cost  of 
each,  and  the  conditions  that  each  are  best  suited  to. 

If  this  plan  is  approved,  I  could  take  steps  immediately  to 
secure  the  additional  information  necessary  to  begin  the  work. 
The  Special  Inspectors  that  I  now  have,  together  with  one  or 
two  other  men  that  I  may  employ,  and  who  are  well  fitted  for 
this  work,  will  be  able  to  secure  in  a  short  time  the  locations  for 
such  schools  and  all  the  data  necessary  to  properly  draw  up  the 
contracts  for  their  construction.  These  contracts  should  include 
in  one  proposal  a  sufficient  number  of  schools  to  enable  the  con- 
tractor to  economically  undertake  the  work. 

In  many  of  the  municipal  Capitals,  there  are  public  buildings, 
which  the  City  Councils  will  cede  to  the  Boards  of  Education, 
if  the  latter  will  repair  them,  and  in  many  such  cases  the  funds 
allotted  to  such  districts  may  be  more  economically  expended 
in  such  repairs  than  in  building  new  houses. 

The  City  Engineer  has  informed  me  that  he  will  prepare  the 
necessary  plans  if  his  services  are  needed. 

In  my  annual  report  and  in  other  communications,  I  have 
called  attention  to  the  economy  of  this  proposition,  and  do  not 
repeat  those  details  here. 

I  respectfully  request  your  early  consideration   of  this  matter. 
■  Very  respectfully, 

Matthew  E.  'Hakna, 

Aide-de-Camp, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
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This  plan  received  the  immediate  approval  of  the  Military 
Governor  and  arrangements  were  made  to  begin  the  work 
of  construction  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  It  was  proposed 
to  repair  such  desirable  buildings  as  were  the  property  of  the 
State,  wherever  this  was  possible,  and  where  it  was  not  possible, 
to  build  entirely  new  houses.  A  little  experience  demonstrated 
that  greater  results  could  be  secured  from  the  former  plan  than 
from  the  latter  with  the  expenditure  of  equal  amounts  of  money. 
Most  of  the  material  used  in  first-class  buildings  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba  are  imported  and  such  first-class  modern  constructions  are 
very  expensive.  Where  new  buildings  were  to  be  constructed  it 
was  necessary  to  secure  building  sites,  but  this  was  never  difficult 
and  property  owners  have  always  very  gladly  presented  Boards 
of  Education  with  choice  building  sites,  wherever  wanted.  These 
have  been  regularly  transferred  to  the  Boards  of  Education  and 
the  transfers  registered. 

The  Beginning  of  the  Work  of  Construction  of  Buildings. — The 
work  of  building  and  repairs  has  been  done  under  the  direction 
of  the  Engineer  Department  of  the  City  of  Havana;  the  Engineer 
Department  of  the  City  of  Santiago  de  Cuba;  the  Department  of 
Public  Works;  Captain  W.  B.  Barker,  XL  S.  Army,  Disbursing 
Officer,  Cienfuegos;  Captain  W.  S.  Scott,  U.  S.  Army,  Disbursing 
Officer,  Ciego  de  Avila;  and  Captain  B.  G.  Paxton,  10th  IT.  S. 
Cavalry,  Disbursing  Officer,  Holguin,  Cuba. 

The  building  sites  for  new  buildings,  and  the  old  public  build- 
ings that  were  to  be  remodeled  and  repaired,  were  secured  by  the 
Special  Inspectors  of  this  office.  Authority  was  received  from  the 
Finance  Department  to  use  the  following  State  buildings:  Spanish 
cavalry  barracks  in  Pinar  del  Rio  city;  the  Spanish  barracks  in 
Güines;  the  San  Ambrosio  Hospital  in  Havana;  the  Spanish  bar- 
rack buildings  in  Cárdenas;  the  Orphan  Asylum  in  Cienfuegos; 
the  barracks  in  Colón,  San  Juan  de  los  Yeras,  Santa  Clara,  Trini- 
dad, Ciego  de  Avila,  Puerto  Príncipe,  Sagua  la  Grande,  San  Luis 
(Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba),  Santiago  de  Cuba  city,  and  the 
Isle  of  Pines.  The  City  Council  of  Matanzas  ceded  the  old  city 
jail  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  that  city,  and  smaller  cessions 
have  been  made  in  other  points.  Building  sites  were  secured 
from  private  parties  and  from  municipal  corporations  in  the  mun- 
icipalities of  Pinar  del  Bio,  Guanajay,  Palacios,  Güira  de  Melena, 
Alquízar,  Salud,  Santiago  de  las  Vegas,  Marianao,  Bolondrón, 
Jagüey  Grande,  Pedro  Betancourt,  Alacranes,  Jovellanos,  Morón 
and  Holguin.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  repair  all  the  buildings 
mentioned  above,   or  to  build  on  all  of  the  sites  so  far  secured, 
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but  a 'large  part' of  this  work  has  been  done  and  plans  are  made 

for  the  remainder. 

Tyve  of  Building  Adopted.  Assistance  given  by  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment of '  Havana. — Under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of 
the  City  of  Havana,  plans  and  specifications  were  prepared  for 
one,  two  and  three-room  frame  buildings  of  different  types,  intend- 
ed for  small  towns  and  rural  districts,  the  expensiveness  of  the 
type  of  building  to  depend  upon  the  importance  and  size  of  the 
to  wn  in  which  it  was  to  be  located.  There  was  but  one  type  for 
the  country  houses. 

The  original  intention  was  to  have  all  such  new  construction 
done  by  contract,  and  bids  on  such  buildings  were  requested.  Al- 
though a  number  of  bids  were  received,  and  there  was  consider- 
able competition,  they  were  so  high  that-  it  was  necessary  to 
reject  all.  This  having  failed,  the  Engineer  Department  of. 
Havana  was  authorized  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the 
buildings  on  their  own  estimates,  which  were  much  lower  than 
those  of  the  contractors.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  decision, 
of  the  Military  Governor  to  permit  the  Engineer  Department 
to  do  this  work  has  resulted  in  great  benefit  to  the  Island. 
They  have  been  able  to  do  a  great  deal  more  work  and  at 
much  more  reasonable  prices  than  could  have  been  secured 
from  contractors.  This  is  true  not  only  of  the  work  of 
building  new  houses  done  by  the  Engineer  Department  of 
Havana,  but  is  equally  true  of  the  work  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Works,  and  those  officers  of  the  IT.  S.  Army  who  have 
given  such  valuable  assistance  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction. There  has  been  no  contractor's  profit  and  I  feel  sat- 
isfied that  the  work  has  been  clone  from  20  %  to  40  %  cheaper  than, 
it  would  have  been  done  by  contractors.  As  evidence  of  the  exact- 
ness of  this  statement  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  lowest  bid 
received  for  a  three-room  frame  building  was  $8,187.00,  The 
Engineer  Department  has  estimated  to  build  an  improved  and 
more  expensive  type  of  three-room  building  for  $4,800.00,  at  La 
Salud  in  Havana  Province. 

Immediately  upon  receiving  authority  the  Engineer  Department 
began  work  in  the  Municipal  District  of  Güira  de  Melena,  where 
they  are  now  constructing  two  one-room  buildings  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $765  each,  two  two-room  buildings  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1,475  each,  and  one  three-room  building  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$3,500.  These  are  all  substantial  frame  buildings;  the  one-room 
building  is  commodious,  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated,  but  unat- 
tractive, with  wooden  shutters  and  unglazed  windows.   The  two- 
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room  frame  building  is  a  much  more  attractive  building  than  the 
one  just  mentioned  and  has  glazed  windows.  The  three-room  build- 
ing is  more  elaborate  still,  ceiled  throughout  and  finished  in  a  first- 
class  way.  All  these  buildings  are  fitted  out  in  a  thoroughly 
modern  way  with  blackboards  and  other  necessary  school  arrange- 
ments. The  rooms  are  28  feet  by  32  feet  and  32  feet  by  32  feet;  the 
roofs  are  of  asbestos ,  projecting  far  enough  to  shield  the  school- 
room from  slanting  rays  of  the  sun  and  from  driving  rain.  The  one- 
room  building  is  intended  for  the  country,  and  will  often  replace 
unsanitary  little  thatch ed-roof  huts;  and  while  the  new  building 
may  not  be  attractive  it  is  infinitely  better  than  the  one  it 
replaces.  Work  is  proceeding  on  these  buildings  at  the  time  of 
this  report. 

These  are  the  first  school  buildings  constructed  in  the  country 
districts  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  this   is   the   beginning   of   a  ' 
work,  which,  if  continued,   will  produce  a   revolution   in  public 
education  in  the  Island. 

Buildings  completed  at  the  end  of  the  School  Year, 

,     August  31,  1901. 

Municipal  District  of  Colon,  Province  of  Matanzas. — An  eleven- 
room  school  building  was  completed  at  this  place,  May  14,  1901. 
The  work  was  begun  by  Captain  II.  B.  Chamberlain,  IT.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, and  completed  by  Captain  W.  B.  Barker.  $(5,000  were 
allotted  for  the  work.  $5,910.64  were  expended.  The  building 
repaired  was  an  old  Spanish  Infantry  Barracks.  Its  interior 
arrangement  was  altered  throughout,  and  the  building  was  placed 
in  first-class,  condition.  It  is  a  masonry  building  with  a  frontage  of 
281  feet  and  two  wings  145  feet  and  122  feet  long,  respectively. 
The  whole  built  on  three  sides  oí  a  courtyard.  This  courtyard 
is  amply  large  for  a  playground,  and  the  whole  is  enclosed  by  a 
stone  fence. 

City  District  of  Santa  Clara,  Santa  Clara  Province, — A  masonry 
building,  originally  the  property  of  the  municipality,  but  later 
■transferred  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  City  District  of 
'Santa  Clara,  was  repaired  and  converted  into  a  school  building 
of  nine  rooms.  The  work  was  begun  by  Captain  Chamberlain 
and  finished  by  Captain  Barker  July  31,  1901.  $6,400.25  were 
originally  alloted  and  $425  were  added  to  this,  making  a  total 
.of  $6,825.25.  The  total  cost  of  the  building  was  $6,692.51.  This 
building  was  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation  and  has  been 
made  one  of  the  best  school  buildings  of  the  Island.     It  consists 
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of  two  buildings,  one  of  five  rooms,  the  other  of  four.  They  are 
side  by  side  and  joined  by  brick  walls,  forming  a  courtyard 
containing  1,938  square  meters.  The  entrance  is  of  artistic  de- 
sign, and  as  the  building  is  located  immediately  in  front  of  the 
railway  station  of  Santa  Clara  the  impression  made  on  the 
stranger  visiting  the  town  is  most  agreeable. 

Work  on  the  old  Correctional  Court  building  in  the  City  of 
SantaClara  was  commenced  June  3,  1901,  by  Captain  Barker, 
and  it  was  finished  July  13.  The  building  was  in  good  condi- 
tion and  needed  but  few  repairs.  It  was  ceded  to  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Santa  Clara  by  the  City  Council  of  that  city. 
$640  were  allotted  by  the  Military  Governor  for  its  repair. 
The  entire  amount  was  expended.  It  has  six  rooms,  five  of  which 
are  classrooms,  and  one  office.  It  has  a  courtyard  and  play- 
ground of  437  square  meters.  This  building  has  been  fitted  up 
in  a  thoroughly  modern  way. 

Municipal  District  of  Ciego  de  Avila,  Province  of  Puerto  Principe. — 
The  old  Spanish  Cavalry  Barracks,  located  in  the  town  of  Ciego 
de  Avila,  on  the  famous  Spanish  Trocha  crossing  the  Island  from 
north  to  south,  was  converted  into  a  school  building  of  twelve 
rooms  with  principar  s  room,  and  offices  for  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. The  work  was  begun  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Scott  on 
May  4,  1901,  and  was  practically  completed  at  the  end  of  the 
school  year.  The  total  amount  expended  in  the  renovation  of  this 
building  was  $7,985.09.  This  building  furnishes  accommodations 
for  all  the  school  children  in  the  town  of  Ciego  de  Avila,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  satisfactory  that  has  been  repaired. 

Municipal  District  of  Puerto  Padre,  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. — 
In  the  town  of  Victoria  de  las  Tunas,  in  this  district,  a  build- 
ing was  repaired  by  Captain  Taxton,  TJ.  S.  Army,  at  a  total 
cost  of  $1,600.  A  good  public  school  of  two  rooms  was  thus 
secured,  affording  accommodation  for  all  the  children  of  the 
town. 

Buildings  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the  School 

Year,  august  31,  1901. 

City  District  of  Pinar  del  Rio1  Province  of  Pinar  del  Rio. — In  the 
City  District  of  Pinar  del  Elo  repairs  were  being  made  to  a  part 
of  the  old  Spanish  barracks.  It  is  intended  to  make  an  eight-room 
school  building  fitted  up  in  a  thoroughly  modern  way  with 
pedagogical  and  sanitary  appliances.  Besides  the  eight  class- 
rooms there  will  be  a  social  room  for  women  teachers,  and  an- 
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other  for  men  teachers.  $6,405. 75  were  allotted  for  these  repairs. 
The  allotment  was  made  on  July  25,  and  the  wrork  was  about 
half  done  at  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

Municipal  District  of  Pinar  del  Pío,  Province  of  Pinar  del  Bio. — 
In  the  Municipal  District  of  Pinar  del  Eio,  it  is  proposed  to  build 
five  one-room  houses.  The  material  for  these  houses  will  be  ob- 
tained by  the  demolition  of  the  barrack  building  built  in  Pinar 
del  Rio  city  by  the  U.  S.  Army.  From  this  same  material  a  two- 
room  house  will  be  built  at  Paso  Eeal,  a  little  village  in  the 
Municipal  District  of  Palacios.  $4,225  have  been  allotted  for 
these  six  frame  buildings.  The  work  at  Pinar  del  Eio,  both  city 
and  country,  is  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Duque  Estrada,  Chief 
of  the  Public  Works  Department  in  Pinar  del  Eio. 

Municipal  District  of  Güira  de  Melena,  Province  of  Havana. — In 
Güira  de  Melena  work  was  proceeding  satisfactorily  on  the  one, 
two,  and  three-room  frame  buildings  already  mentioned.  $7,980 
were  appropriated  for  these  buildings. 

Municipal  District  of  Santiago  de  las  Vegas,  Province  of  Havana. — 
In  Santiago  de  las  Vegas,  the  City  Council  ceded  an  old  public 
building,  well  located,  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  district, 
and  in  the  month  of  July  $8,520.78  were  appropriated  for  the 
repair  of  the  building.  The  plans  and  estimate  for  this  building 
were  made  by  the  Engineer  Department  of  the  City  of  Havana. 
The  building  when  completed  will  have  six  schoolrooms  and  a 
principal's  office. 

Municipal  District  of  Güines,  Province  of  Havana.— On  June  17, 
$8,475  were  allotted  for  the  repair  of  the  old  Spanish  Cavalry 
barracks  at  Güines.  The  work  is  being  done  by  the  Engineer 
Department  of  the  City  of  Havana.  The  building  when  completed 
will  have  thirteen  classrooms,  principal's  room,  store-room  and 
offices  for  the  Board  of  Education. 

City  District  of  Havana,  Province  of  Havana.-— -In  the  month  of 
March,  the  Military  Governor  gave  the  necessary  authority  for 
repairing  the  old  San  Ambrosio  Hospital,  of  the  City  of  Havana. 
$102,350.21  were  allotted  for  this  purpose.  The  plans  were  made 
by  1st.  Lieutenant  W.  J.  Barden,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  City 
of  Havana,  and  the  work  of  repairs  was  placed  under  his  direction. 
Only  the  upper  story  of  the  building  w7as  included  in  the  plans. 
When  completed,  the  building  will  have  thirty-three  classrooms, 
and  will  furnish  accommodations  for  1,600  pupils.  Besides  the 
regular  classrooms  there  will  be  a  social  room  for  gentlemen 
teachers,  and  another  for  lady  teachers.  The  building  wall  have 
four  broad  entrances,    one  at  each  of  the  three  corners  of  the 
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building,  the  other  in  the  .center  of  the  front  of  the  building.  At 
the  head  of  the  stairway  of  the  central  entrance  are  the  offices  of 
the  principal  and  the  library.  Connected  with  each  of  the  gymna- 
siums are  a  series  of  baths.  The  fixtures,  sanitary  and  pedagogical, 
throughout  the  building  are  the  best  possible  to  be  found.  The 
building  is  finished  throughout  in  Spanish  cedar.  The  arrange- 
ment of  the  rooms  in  lines,  each  succeeding  the  other,  surrounded 
and  separated  by  corridors,  is  one  which  adds  greatly  to  the  at- 
tractiveness of  the  building  and  to  the  ease  of  lighting  and, 
ventilation.  Although  the  building  was  in  a  splendid  state  of 
preservation,  still  its  original  use  was  so  different  from  the  one 
to  which  it  is  now  being  put,  that  the  most  radical  changes  were 
necessary  in  the  work  of  remodelling  and  reconstructing.  It  will 
be,  when  finished,  an  ideal  and  model  school  building. 

Municipal  District  of  San  Fernando,  -Province  of  Santa  Clara. — At 
San  Fernando  de  Camarones,  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Clara,  a 
six-room  school  building  is  in  course  of  construction  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Barker.  In  July  the  Military  Governor 
allotted  §5,830  for  this  purpose. 

Municipal  District  of  Palmira,  Province  of  Santa  Clara.— At  Pal- 
mira, also  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Clara,  a  six-room  frame 
school  building  was  almost  completed  at  the  end  of  the  school 
year.  $4,500  were  allotted  for  this  purpose,  and  the  work  was 
being  done  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Barker. 

City  District  of  Santa  Clara,  Province  of  Sania  Ciara.— In  the 
city  of  Santa  Clara,  an.  old  Orphan  Asylum,  which  was  owned 
and  supported  as  a  private  charity  by  Mrs.  Marta  Abren ,  was 
generously  ceded  to  the  Board  of  Education  of  that  city  to  be  . 
used  for  school  purposes.  $7,873  were  allotted  for  its  repair. 
The  work  is  being  done  by  Captain  Barker.  The  plans  are  for 
an  eight-room  school  building,  which  when  completed  will  be  one 
of  the  most  attractive  in  the  Island. 

City  District  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. — 
At  the  end  of  the  school  year  work  was  proceeding  satisfactorily 
on  the  masonry  school  house  at  Santiago  de  Cuba.  A  detailed 
description  of  this  building  was  made  in  the  first  volume  of  this 
report.  The  building  should  have  been  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  school  year,  but  difficulties  connected  with  securing  stone 
which  met  the  specifications  have  delayed  the  work  somewhat. 
It  has  proceeded  far  enough,  however,  to  enable  one  to  form  an 
opinion  of  what  is  to  be  the  appearance  of  the  completed  work, 
and  this  undoubtedly  will  be  the  handsomest  building  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba. 
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Projects    fob    School  Buildijstgs    which  will   be  submitted 

to  the  approval  of  the 

Military  Governor  during  the  coming  School  Year. 

Municipal  District  of  the  Isle  of  Pines,  Province  of  Havana. — The  old 
barrack  building  at  ISTueva  Gerona  in  the  Isle  of  Pines  has  been 
secured  from  the  Finance  Department,  and  an  estimate  has  been 
prepared  f  >r  a  four -room  school  building  which  will  accommodate 
all  the  children  of  the  village.     The  estimate  is  for  $1,393.50. 

Municipal  District  of  La  Salud,  Province  of  Havana. — At  La  Sa- 
lud, in  the  Province  of  Havana,  a  building  site  has  been  secured 
in  the  city  limits  and  an  estimate  has  been  made  for  a  three- 
room  frame  building,  the  total  amount  of  which  is  $4,848. 

Municipal  District  of  Moron ,  Province  of  Puerto  Principe. — In  Mo- 
rón, Province  of  Puerto  Principe,  an  interesting  experiment  will 
be  made  in  the  construction  of  a  cheap,  one-room  country  school 
building  of  such  material  as  can  be  found  in  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity. It  will  be  built  after  the  type  of  houses  common  to 
the  country  of  Cuba,  with  certain  modifications  to  adapt  it  for 
school  purposes.  The  total  of  the  estimate  is  $354. 

City  District  of  Cienfuegos,  Province  of  Santa  Clara. — -In  the  city 
of  Cienfuegos,  the  old  Orphan  Asylum,  recently  abandoned,  has 
been  secured  from  the  Finance  Department,  and  plans  have  been 
prepared  for  a  first-class  school  building  of  twenty -five  classrooms. 
There  will  be  a  Drawing  Department,  a  Kindergarten  classroom,  a 
Manual  Training  Department,  a  gymnasium  and  baths.  The  offices 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Cienfuegos  will  be  in  the  same  build- 
ing.   The  total  amount  of  the  project  is  $26,023.30. 

Municipal  District  of  Guanajay,  Province  of  Pinar  del  Bio. — -In 
Guanajay  three  building  sites  have  been  secured  from  private 
individuals  and  plans  have  been  prepared  for  two  three-room 
frame  school  buildings,  and  one  twro-room  concrete  block 
school  building.     The  total  amount  of  this  project  is  $12,000. 

City  District  of  Matanzas,  Province  of  Matanzas. — Plans  and  esti- 
mate have  been  prepared  for  repairing  the  old  city  jail  of  Matan- 
zas, making  a  school  building  of  nine  classrooms.  It  will  have  a 
Manual  Training  Department,  a  Kindergarten  classroom,  besides 
offices  for  the  principal  and  a  library.  The  project  calls  for  first- 
class  work  and  finish  throughout.  The  total  amount  estimated 
for  is  $9,270.80. 

Municipal  District  of  Songo,  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. — In  the 
town  of  Songo,  a  frame  building,  property  of  the  City  Council, 
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was  ceded  to  the 'Board  of  Education  and  an  estimate  for  $6,000 
will  be  made  for  its  repair.  After  the  repairs  are  made,  the  six 
rooms  will  accommodate  all  of  the  children  of  the  town. 

Municipal  District  of  Holguin  ,  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. — 
In  Holguin,  authority  will  be  asked  to  purchase  and  repair  two 
houses  in  the  village  of  San  Agustín  at  a  cost  of  $500  each.  Each 
building  when  repaired  will  have  one  classroom.  The  total  of 
the  estimate  is  $1,000. 

■Municipal  District  of  San  Juan  de  los  Yeras,  Province  of  Santa 
Clara. — In  San  Juan  de  los  Yeras,  an  estimate  has  been  made  for 
repairing  an  old  Spanish  barracks.  This  building  after  repair- 
ed will  have  six  classrooms.  The  total  of  the  estimate  is 
$7,926. 

Municipal  District  of  >  Alquizar,  Province  of  Havana. — A  small 
appropriation  of  $332.00  will  be  requested  for  repairing  a  six- 
room  school  building  in  the  district  of  Alquizar,  Province  of 
Havana. 

Municipal  District  of  Bay  amo,  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. — 
A  project  will  be  presented  for  a  four-room  school  building 
in  Veguitas,  Municipal  District  of  Bayamo,  Province  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  The  material  for  this  building  will  be  obtained  from 
an  old  Spanish  barrack  building  located  near  the  village.  The 
total  cost  of  the  building,  including  the  cost  of  the  lot  on  which 
it  is  located,  will  not  exceed  $800. 

City  District  of  Cárdenas y  Province  of  Matanzas.— In  the  city  of 
Cardenas,  a  Spanish  barrack  building  will  be  thoroughly  re- 
modeled and  repaired.  The  plans  are  for  a  school  building 
containing  eleven  grade  classrooms,  Kindergarten  and  Manual 
Training  Departments,  gymnasium,  offices,  library  and 
museum.  The  building  will  be  repaired  throughout  in  a 
thorough  manner  and  will  have  the  best  modern  pedagogical 
and  sanitary  equipment.  The  total  amount  of  the  project  is 
$23,287.50. 

Municipal  District  of  Bolondron,  Province  of  Matanzas.— In  the 
town  ofjBolondrón,  a  three-room  frame  school  building  will  be 
constructed  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  $4,850,  This  build- 
ing will  be  similar  to  the  three-room  buildings  at  La  Salud  and 
Guana  jay.  The  site  for  this  building  was  ceded  to  the  Board 
of  Education  by  the  City  Council. 

Municipal  Districts  of  Jagüey  Grande  and  Agr 'amonte,  Province  of 
Matanzas. —An  each  of  the  towns  of  Jagüey  Grande  and  Agra- 
mante, a  three-room  frame  building  will  be  erected.  The  plans 
for  thesp  buildings   are  the  ¡same  as  those  for  the  three-room 
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building  in   Bolondrón.    The  estimated  cost  of  each  is  $4,850. 

Municipal  District  of  Cobre,  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. — In  the 
village  of  Cobre,  a  public  building,  property  of  the  city,  will  be 
remodeled  and  repaired  and  made  into  a  school  building  contain- 
ing seven  classrooms  and  offices  for  the  Board  of  Education. 
The  building  will  also  contain  the  offices  of  the  City  Council. 
The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  repairs  is  $5,000. 

City  District  of  Manzanillo.  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. — In  the 
city  of  Manzanillo,  a  frame  building,  property  of  the  State, 
formerly  used  by  the  Spanish  army,  will  be  converted  into  an 
eight-room  school  building.  The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  re- 
pairs is  $4,489.90. 

Municipal  District  of  Mariel,  Province  of  Pinar  del  llio. — In  Ma- 
riel,  a  building,  property  of  the  Board  of  Education,  will  be 
altered  so  as  to  provide  for  ñve  classrooms.  The  total  estimated 
cost  is  $2,180. 

City  Didrict  of  Sagaa  la,  Grande,  Province  of  Santa  Clara. — - 
At  Sagua  la»  Grande,  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Clara 7  the 
Board  of  Education  secured  an  entire  block  in  the  heart  of  the 
city  for  a  building  site,  and  an  eight-room  frame  school  house 
will  be  built  here.  The  building  will  be  ornate  and  attractive 
and  will  contain  the  necessary  office  rooms,  etc.,  in  addition  to 
the  eight  classrooms.  It  will  be  surrounded  on  the  four  sides 
by  a  broad  corridor  supported  on  turned  pillars,  which  will 
furnish  shade  for  the  lower  classrooms,  The  classrooms  in  the 
upper  story  will  be  protected  from  the  sun  by  Venetian  blinds. 
The  total  amount  of  the  project  is  $19,000. 

City  District  of  Puerto  Principe,  Province  of  Puerto  Principe.— 
A  project  will  be  prepared  for  remodeling  a  part  of  the  Span- 
ish cavalry  barracks  in  the  city  of  Puerto  Principe,  providing 
twenty  classrooms  with  Kindergarten  and  Manual  Training 
Departments,  gymnasium ,  etc.  The  estimated  total  of  the 
project  is  $19,130. 

Municipal  District  of  Santiago  de  las  Vegas,  Province  of  Havana.— 
In  the  village  of  Calabazar,  Municipal  District  of  Santiago  de 
las  Vegas,  Province  of  Havana,  a  two-room  frame  school  build- 
ing will  be  erected  at  a  total  cost  of  $1,200. 

Municipal  District  of  Marianao,  Province  of  Havana. — In  Marianao, 
a  building  similar  to  that  in  Calabazar  will  be  erected  at  the 
same  cost. 

City  District  of  Havana,  Province  of  Havana. — In  the  city  of  Ha- 
vana, a  portion  of  the  Beneficencia  building  will  be  rented  from 
its  Board  of  Directors  and  with  slight  repairs  and,  modifications, 
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will  be  changed  into  a  school  building  containing  twenty -four 
classrooms,  offices,  etc.  In  addition,  a  part  of  it  will  be  fitted  up 
for  some  special  use.  A  monthly  rent  of  $500  will  be  paid  for  the 
building,  and  the  total  cost  of  the  repairs  is  estimated  at  $3,941.49. 

City  District  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,    Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

In  the  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  a  portion  of  the  old  Spanish 
barracks  will  be  converted  into  a  school  with  eight  classrooms 
and  Kindergarten  and  Manual  Training  Departments.  In  the 
same  city  a  building,  property  of  the  city,  formerly  used  as  an 
orphan  asylum,  will  be  remodeled  and  repaired,  making  a  school 
house  of  eight  classrooms.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  repairs  to 
these  two  buildings  is  $5,000  and  $6,000,  respectively. 

Municipal  District  of  San  Luis,  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. — In 
the  town  of  San  Luis,  a  cavalry  barracks  will  be  remodeled,  and 
made  into  a  school  building  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  all 
of  the  schools  of  the  city.  This  building  was  constructed  by  the 
Americans,  is  of  frame  and  in  a  splendid  state  of  preservation. 
The  total  estimated  cost  of  the  repairs  is  $5,000. 

Preceding  Information  Tabulated. — The  information  given  in  the 
preceding  pages  may  be  tabulated  as  follows: 


School  Buildings  completed  August  81,   1901. 

DISTRICT. 

PROVINCE, 

No.  of 

schoolrooms. 

Allotment . 

Expended. 

Colón.... 

11 

sr       a  onn  on 

$       5,910.64 

6,692.51 

640.00 

7,985.09 

1  600  00 

Santa  Clara 

Santa  Clara 

9              ,          6, 825.25 

6              |             640.00 

12              !          8,000.00 

2                     i  «nn.iw 

Santa  Clara 

Santa  Clara 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Puerto  Principe 

Santiago  de  Cuba- 
Total 

Puerto  Padre 

$     23,065.25 

40 

$     22,828.24 

School  Buildings  in  course  of  construction  August  31,  1901. 


DISTRICT 

PROVINCE. 

No.  of 
schoolrooms. 

Allotment. 

Pinar  del  Rio,  City  District..... 

Pinar  del  Rio.. 

8... 

$     ■  6,405.75 

Pinar  del  Rio,  Municipal  District 

Pinar  del  Rio '. 

/5  houses 1 

1 1  room  each.  [ 

jl  house f 

\2  rooms j 

*1  house 1 

3  rooms j 

2  houses { 

2  rooms  each  ( 

2  houses | 

1  room  each,  j 
6  rooms 

Palacios 

Pinar  del  Rio.......... 

4,225.00 

Güira  de  Melena........... 

Havana  

7,980.00 

8,520.78 
8,475.00 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas... 

Havana 

Güines 

13      , 

Havana 

33      ,,      

102,350.21 

San  Fernando  de  Camarones 

Santa  Clara... 

6      „      

5,830.00 

Palmira *.-.. 

6      ,,      

4,500.00 

Santa  Clara 

)>           ?) 

8      ,,      

7,873.00 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Santiago 'de  Cuba 

6      ,,      

50,000.00 

Total .\. 

102 

$    206,159.74 

Projects  fob  the  Coming  School  Year. 
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DISTRICT. 


Isle  of  Pines 

La  Salud 

Morón 

Cienfuegos 

Guanajay 

Matanzas , 

Songo 

Holguín 

San  Juan  de  las  Yeras 

Alquízar 

Bayamo 

Cárdenas 

Bolondrón 

Jagüey  Grande 

Agramonte 

Cobre 

Manzanillo 

Mariel 

Sagua  la  Grande 

Puerto  Príncipe 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

Beneficencia  de  la  Habana, 

Marianao 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba... 

San  Luis 


PROVINCE. 


Havana 

Havana 

Puerto  Príncipe.... 
Santa  Clara 

Pinar  del  Río 

Matanzas 

Santiago  de  Cuba.. 

Santa  Clara 

Havana 

Santiago  de  Cuba- 
Matanzas  

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Pinar  del  Río..'. 

Santa  Clara 

Puerto  Príncipe.... 
Havana 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Total 


No.  of  schoolrooms.' 


houses — 3  rooms  each\ 

house  of  2  rooms / 

rooms 


houses — 1  room  each  .. 
rooms 


4 

11 
3 
3 
3 
7 
8 
5 
8 

20 
2 

24 
2 
8 
8 

15 


393.50 
848.00 
354.00 
023.30 


26,( 

12,000.00  ' 

9,270.80 
000.00 
000.00 
926.00 
332.00 
800.00 
287.50 
850.00 
850.00 
.850.00 
000.00 
,489.00 
,186.00 
,000.00 
,130.00 
,200.00 
,941.49 
,200.00 
,000.00 
,000,00 
,000.00 


179,931.59 


Expenses. 


Source  of  Funds  for  Public  Instruction.-— AM  tlie  expenses  of 
the  public  schools  are  paid  from  the  Island  Treasury  from 
funds  secured  mainly  by  a  customs  tax.  The  municipal  treas- 
uries have  not  yet  been  called  upon  to  bear  a  part  of  this  burden. 
Until  quite  recently  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  local  municipal 
administration  was  paid  from  the  Island  Treasury,  and  to-day 
the  majority  of  the  municipalities  are>  barely  able  to  pay  more 
than  the  absolutely  necessary  expenses  of  municipal  officers, 
while  public  schools,  public  works  of  a  permanent  nature,  hospi- 
tals, charities,  etc.,  are  conducted  at  the  Island  expense,  A  com- 
parison has  already  been  made  of  the  average  municipal  budget 
and  the  expenses  of  public  instruction  in  the  corresponding 
districts.  Ey  referring  to  the  table  on  expenditures  it  will  be 
seen  that  if  the  expenses  of  the  public  schools  were  to  be  borne 
by  the  municipal  treasuries,  the  municipal  budgets  would  often 
be  more  than  doubled.  With  the  average  municipality  strug- 
gling to  meet  its  present  liabilities  it  is  scarcely  reasonable, 
under  existing  conditions,  to  expect  it  to  assume  those  of  the 
public  schools.  The  greater  part  of  the  expenses  of  public  in- 
struction will  have  to  be  met  for  some  time  to  come  by  appropria- 
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t-ions  from  the  Island  Treasury,  but  as  soon  as  the  economic  con- 
dition of  the  country  will  permit,  a  part  of  these  expenses  should 
be  met  by  local  taxation.  The  present  strain  on  the  Island 
Treasury  is  tremendous  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  or 
not  the  present  bountiful  appropriations  may  be  continued  when 
the  expenses  of  the  Island  Government  are  necessarily  greatly 
increased  with  the  change  from  a  military  to  a  civil  adminis- 
tration. In  deciding  upon  the  development  of  a  public  school 
system  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  that  would  place  a  free  education 
within  the  reach  of  almost  every  child  between,  the  ages  of  six 
and  fourteen  years,  as  an  important  part  of  the  policy  of  his 
administration,  the  Military  Governor  of  the  Island  adopted  a 
course,  the  wisdom  of  which  will  never  be  questioned.  This 
policy  has  been  systematically  carried  out,  and  although  embar- 
rassing economical  conditions  made  it  necessary  to  decrease 
appropriations  in  many  branches  of  the  government,  those  for 
public  education  were  scarcely  changed.  The  amount  appro- 
priated for  public  schools  in  the  present  school  year  was  about 
one-sixth  of  the  entire  Insular  revenue  for  the  same  period.  This 
has  not  been  done  without  a  struggle  nor  without  sacrificing 
many  other  things  which  have  wisely  been  considered  of  less 
importance. 

Appropriations  and  Expenses  for.  t] is  School  Year. — The  apropria- 
tions  for  and  expenses  of  Boards  of  Education  for  the  'school 
year  were  as  follows: 


APPROPRIATED. 

EXPENDED. 

SURPLUS. 

September  1900......... l... 

$■    211,259.06 
219,049.26 
235,282.59 
247,840.83 
245,352.11 
248,520,74 
266,467.06 
261,626.35 
257,290.30 
242,055.64 
241,945.01 
232,356.45 

October          ,,     .....     ............. 

November      , 

T  an  u  ary       1901 

February        ,, 

March              ,     

Aoril                       ....         ... 

May                       ..            

June                       ......... 

luly 

Au°ust                 ...         ....    .... 

Total 

$2,909,045.40 

$2,848,866  01 

$60,179.39 

The  following  table  gives  these  appropriations   and  expensen 
itemized: 


Teachers 

Janitors 

Secretaries 

Truant  officers .'. 

Other  employees 

Kent 

Incidental  expenses,   repairs 
material,  etc 

Total 


APPROPRIATED. 


12,130,026.16 

203,503.09 

90.287.30 

49,966.91 

45,799.95 

327,405.84 

62.056.15 


$  2,909,045.40 


EXPENDED. 


1  2,101,085. 

194,623. 

87,983. 

44,332. 

44,151. 
321,567. 


55,121.87 
$  2,848,866.01 


$28, 
8. 


94047 

879.23 
304.23 

634.58 

648.43 
838.17 


6,934.28 


$60,179.39 


Improvement  in  System  of  mahing  Appropriations  and  Payments. — 
These  amounts  were  deposited  with  the  Treasurers  of  the  eleven 
fiscal  Zones  to  the  credit  of  the  various  Boards  of  Education. 
The  system  of  estimating,  appropriating  and  paying  has  been  so 
improved  in  the  last  year  that  mistakes  or  fraud  are  now  difficult. 
Monthly  each  Board  of  Education  presents  this  office  with  a 
detailed  estimate  of  the  funds  needed  for  the  following  month- 
It  is  reviewed,  and,  if  necessary,  revised  in  this  office  and  for- 
warded to  the  Military  Governor  for  approval.  On  receiving  his 
approval  the  funds  are  placed  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fiscal 
Zone  to  the  credit  of  the  Board  of  Education.  This  Treasurer  is 
furnished  with  a  corrected  copy  of  the  estimate,  and  as  each 
creditor's  name  appears  in  the  estimate  it  is  not  possible  with 
proper  care  to  make  incorrect  payments.  Before  this  system 
was  established,  funds  were  being  constantly  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  liabilities  for  which  they  were  not  appropriated.  Jan- 
itors were  paid  with  money  intended  for  house  rent,  and  the 
latter  was  paid  with  funds  intended  for  teachers,  and  so  on.  The 
result  was  a  never-ending  confusion  and  a  tangle  of  accounts  that 
have  only  recently  been  straightened  out.  Payments  were  sel- 
dom properly  made  and  every  month  developed  a  new  lot  of 
deficits.  The  number  and  size  of  these  deficits  were  increased 
by  Boards  of  Education  making  expenditures  of  varying  amounts 
without  previously  securing  authority  for  the  same.  JSFot  having 
received  any  instructions  to  the  contrary,  previous  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  office,  they  were  on  their  own  authority 
making  the  most  lavish  expenditures,  many  of  which  were  child- 
ishly extravagant  and  all  of  which  had  to  be  paid  eventually  by 
the  State.  As  soon  as  this  office  was  formed,  Boards  of  Educa- 
tion were  ordered  to  make  absolutely  no  expenditures  without 
first  securing  the  approval  of  higher  authority.  With  this  abuse 
ended,  the  task  of  passing  upon  and  paying  the  large  number  of 
deficits  was  undertaken,  an cj  instructions  WWP  given  th§  Boards 
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of  Education  to  forward  their  deficit  statements  with  the  neces- 
sary explanations.  The  first  deficits  examined  showed  that  it 
was  to  be  a  difficult  task.  They  included  debts  contracted  many 
years  prior  to  the  American  occupation,  and  among  those  of  a 
more  recent  date  were  to  be  found  some  of  very  doubtful  just- 
ness.  Each  deficit  resolved  itself  into  a  claim  more  or  less  com- 
plex and  months  were  spent  in  their  investigation  before  they 
were  finally  settled. 

Deficits  Should  Not  Occur  under  the  Present  System. — In  recent 
months  no  deficits  have  occurred  nor  can  they  occur  under  the 
present  system  properly  enforced.  Each  Board  of  Education 
now  has  a  fixed  monthly  amount  allowed  ifc  for  teachers.  Dur- 
ing the  vacation  months  they  were  notified  of  the  number  of 
teachers  they  would  be  authorized  to  employ  for  the  coming 
school  year  and  the  total  amount  allowed  for  salaries.  The  in- 
dividual salaries  were  determined  by  the  Boards  of  Education 
within  this  total  and  in  accordance  with  the  School  Law.  The 
same  was  done  with  house  rent  and  janitors'  salaries.  Determin- 
ing the  amount  to  be  expended  for  material  was  a  more  difficult 
problem.  This  item  varies  widely  in  different  districts.  In 
January  the  following  circular  was  sent  Boards  of  Education , 
instructing  them  to  present  an  estimate  of  what  their  probable 
expenses  under  this  head  would  be  for  the  months  of  April  to 
August  inclusive: 

(  Translation. ) 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
Circular  ISTo.  15. 

Havana ,  January  19 ',  1901. 

Each  Board  of  Education  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  shall  send  to 
this  office,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  an  estimate  of  its  prob- 
able expenses,  as  stated  below,  during  each  of  the  months  from 
April  to  August,  inclusive,  of  this  year. 

In  this  estimate  there  should  not  be  included  expenses  of  a 
permanent  nature,  such  as  salaries  of  teachers,  janitors,  clerks, 
school  directors,  superintendents,  truant  officers,  enumerators, 
etc.  This  office  merely  wishes  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
penses of  an  incidental  nature  which  Boards  of  Education  think 
they  may  have  to  incur  during  the  period  already  mentioned; 
that  is  to  say,  from  the  first  of  April  to  the  31st  of  August,  inclu- 
sive, of  this  year.  Such  funds  as  are  generally  estimated  for 
on  the  regular  monthly  estimate  under  the  heading  All  other 
purposes7 ?  and  which  are  to  meet  such  expenses  as  the  purchase 
Of  water,  wher$  it  may  not  be  obtained  gratis,  material  for  the 
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schools  and  for  tlie  office  of  the  Clerk  of  tlie  Board  of  Education, 
stamps,  repairs  and  other  expenses  of  a  similar  nature  should  be 
included  in  this  estimate.  It  is  important  that  this  estimate  be 
made  with  the  greatest  care  in  order  to  avoid  not  only  the  omis- 
sion of  necessary  items,  but  also  the  addition  of  items  of  doubtful 
or  not  apparent  necessity.  The  estimate  must  be  sent  in  detail, 
Specifying  the  amount  of  each  item  in  each  month ;  in  other 
words,  this  office  does  not  call  for  an  estimate  stating  the  total  of 
the  probable  incidental  expenses  of  Boards  of  Education  for  the 
months  comprised  in  the  aforementioned  period,  but  calls  for  a 
very  detailed  estimate  of  such  probable  expenses  for  each  of  the 
months  from  April  to  August  inclusive.  A  letter  should  accom- 
pany the  estimate,  explaining  those  items  which,  from  lack  of 
knowledge  of  certain  local  circumstances,  or  other  reasons,  may 
not  apear  necessary  to  this  office. 

This  circular  is  prompted  by  a  desire  to  proceed  more  equitably 
than  has  heretofore  been  possible  in  reviewing  the  monthly 
estimates  of  Boards  of  Education.  There  are  Boards  who  have 
estimated  under  the  heading,  uAll  other  purposes"  for  amounts 
which  to  this  office  have  appeared  exorbitant,  and  which  are  in 
fact  exorbitant,  but  a$  ifc  is  not  possible  to  return  these  estimates 
to  the  respective  Boards  of  Education  for  correction,  since  such 
action  would  delay  the  payment  of  teachers  and  other  employees, 
this  office  under  the  present  system  is  forced  to  reduce  such 
exorbitant  amounts  to  those  which  in  its  opinion  are  necessary. 
It  may  happen  that  these  reductions  are  not  just  and  necessary 
so  far  as  particular  Boards  of  Education  are  concerned,  hence 
the  present  circular. 

The  estimates  which  are  received  from  Boards  of  Education  in 
reply  to  this  circular  will  be  examined  in  this  office  and  when 
necessary  will  be  corrected  or  changed  and  returned  to  the 
proper  Boards  of  Education  for  such  remarks  as  they  have  to 
make  in  reference,  to  the  changes  made  and  such  explanation  as 
they  may  wish  te  make  of  the  necessity  of  items  that  may  be 
disallowed.  This  troublesome  matter  should  thus  be  arranged 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Boards  of  Education  prior  to  the  receipt  of 
the. regular  monthly  estimate.  It  is  to  the  interest  of  Boards  of 
Education  to  send  this  estimate  correctly  and  carefully  made  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Expenses  which  Boards  of  Education  may  incur  prior  to  the 
first  of  April,  1901,  should  not  be  included  in  this  estimate. 

Matthew  E.  Hanm, 
AJ/Je-de-Camp, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

The  estimates  received  in  reply  to  this  circular  were  greatly 
reduced  in  this  office  and  returned  to  the  senders  for  remarks. 
After  these  estimates  had  passed  to  and  fro  between  the  various 
Boards  of  Education  and  this  office  a  varying  number  of  times  it 
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was  possible  to  form  an  exact  idea  of  what  was  needed.  There- 
after when  preparing  its  estimate  for  any  month  the  Board  of 
Education  included  for  material  such  amounts  as  had  been  al- 
ready approved  on.  this  u  Probable  Estimate."  The  plan  was  so 
satisfactory  to  all  that  during  the  vacation  period  similar  esti- 
mates wci  e  called  for  in  the  following  circular  for  the  year  1901- 
1902. 

(  Translation. ) 

Office  of     hi    Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
Circular  No.  31. 

Havana,  June  12,  1901, 

Circular  No.  15  from  this  office,  dated  January  19,  1901, 
has  given  such  satisfactory  results  both  to  this  office,  and  to 
Boards  of  Education,  that  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  repeat  the 
instructions  therein  given  and  require  Boards  of  Education  of  the 
Island  to  pi  ?pare  au  estimate  of  the  funds  which  they  shall 
probably  need  i  o  properly  administer  the  schools  of  their  respec- 
tive districts  during  the  months  Septeml  it,  1901,  to  August, 
1902,  inclusive.  This  estimate  shall  be  made  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  shall  comprise  the  same  expenses  indicated  in  the  afore- 
mentioned Circular  No.  15,  and  it  shall  be  sent  to  this  office 
with  the  least  practicable  delay,  in  order  that  any  corrections  or 
explanations  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  may  be  made 
before  the  lust  of  September,  by  which  date  the  estimates  should 
be  definitely  approved. 

Matthew  E..  Hanna, 
Aide-de-Camp, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 

The  estimates  received  in  reply  to  this  circular  were  all 
eventually  approved. 

Changes  Recommended  in  the  Distribution  of  the  Appropriation.- — 
The  distribution  that  was  made  of  the  total  amount  of  funds 
appropriated  during  the  school  year,  among  the  different  items 
for  which  they  were  expended,  may  be  materially  improved  upon. 
There  is  a  certain  relation  existing  among  these  numerous  items 
and  the  peculiar  necessities  of  the  schools  at  the  present  time 
which  if  properly  arrived  at  should  determine  the  proportional 
amounts  to  be  expended  under  the  various  subheads,  such  as 
teachers,  material,  school  houses,  rent,  normal  school  work,  etc. 
With  a  fixed  appropriation,  the  problem  is  to  so  distribute  this 
appropriation  as  to  secure  the  greatest  possible  results.  So  great 
an  amount  may  be  devoted  to  the  employment  of  teachers,  that 
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the  remainder  will  not  be  sufficient  to  properly  supply  the  schools 
«fl-ith  material.  Our  teachers  have  to  bo  instructed,  school 
Rouses  have  to  be  built,  the  ones  we  now  have  should  be  put  in 
a  better  condition  for  school  purposes,  our  schools  should  be 
better  supplied  with  material.  All  this  i.osts  money.  It  is 
erroneous  to  suppose  that  a  school  has  been  established  in  a  way 
to  produce  good  results  with  the  employment  of  the  teacher. 
Not  only  the  present,  but  the  future  as  well  must  be  considered. 
It  may  be  better  to  sacrifice  the  present  for  better  results  in  the 
future.  "Is  it  not  better  to  instruct  one  hundred  thousand 
children  well  than  to  instruct  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
poorly?"  is  a  question  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  conditions  under  which  the  school  sj^stem  of  Cuba  has 
been  formed  are  unique,  and  have  had  no  parallel  in  history. 
The  school  systems  of  most  countries  are  the  outgrowth  of  a 
gradual  development;  that  of  Cuba  is  the  product  of  a  day.  The 
Island  not  only  liad  no  schools  but  it  had  no  teachers,  school 
houses,  or  school  material.  All  of  this  has  to  be  supplied  and 
it  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  good  results  may  be  secured  by 
providing  for  some  and  omitting  for  others. 

There  should  be  a  Larger  Appropriation  for  School  Buildings  and 
Instruction  of  Teachers.  How  it  may  be  Obtained, — A  larger  part  of 
the  appropriation  should  be  expended  for  school  buildings  and 
the  instruction  of  teachers  than  has  been  expended  for  this  pur- 
pose in  the  past.  If  this  is  done,  one  of  two  things  is  necessary; 
either  the  total  appropriation  must  be  increased,  or  the  part  of 
the  present  appropriation  allotted  for  teachers  must  be  dimin- 
ished. It  is  not  probable  that  the  first  method  may  be  adopted; 
instead  of  being  increased,  the  appropriation  will  most  probably 
be  decreased.  It  is  possible  that  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Island  may  be  improved  and  its  revenues  materially  increased, 
but  this  is  not  probable.  On  the  other  hand  the  expenses  of  the 
Island  will  most  certainly  increase,  and  the  necessity  for  diminish- 
ing the  appropriation  for  the  public  schools  will  most  certainly 
appear.  If  we  are  unable  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  first  solution  of 
the  problem,  we  from  necessity  must  adopt  the  second.  The  present 
yearly  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  school  buildings 
should  be  increased  at  least  $250,000  and  that  for  instruction 
of  teachers  at  least  $100,000.  These  amounts  may  be  deducted 
from  the  appropriation  for  teachers  in  one  or  the  other  of  the 
folio  wing  ways.  First:  the  number  of  teachers  may  be  reduced. 
The  average  salary  of  teachers  is  $50  monthly  or  $600  yearly,  and 
by  reducing  the  number  of   teachers  from  3,600   to   3,000  the 
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amount  thus  secured  for  the  above  mentioned  purposes  would  be 
$360,000.00.  Second:  the  number  of  teachers  may  be  left 
unchanged  but  the  salaries  of  all  may  be  reduced.  A  reduction 
of  $8  from  the  average  monthly  salary  of  3,600  teachers  would 
furnish  $345,600  for  the  objects  under  consideration.  Third:  the 
two  methods  may  be  combined  and  the  necessary  amount  be 
secured  partly  by  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  teachers  and  partly 
by  a  reduction  in  the  average  salary  paid.  For  example:  By 
reducing  the  average  monthly  salary  $3  for  each  teacher,  $130,000 
are  secured  and  the  remaining  $220,000  may  be  secured  by  dismiss- 
ing 400  teachers. 

Changes  Recommended  in  Teachers1  Salaries. — Of  these  two  methods, 
I  am  inclined  to  favor  the  latter.  In  the  first  place,  the  present 
salaries  are  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  condition  of  the  Island 
Treasury,  the  degree  of  preparation  of  the  teachers,  the  recog- 
nized value  of  such  services  the  world  over,  and  the  necessities  of 
life  in  the  Island  of  Cuba.  In  the  first  volume  of  this  report  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  munificent  salaries  paid  in  the  Island 
and  a  comparison  was  made  between  them  and  the  salaries  paid 
for  like  or  better  services  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  It  should 
not  be  necessary  to  repeat  the  data  there  given.  It  is  so  evident 
as  to  admit  of  no  doubt,  to  one  who  will  give  the  matter  a  little 
attention,  that  the  teachers  of  Cuba  are  paid  better  than  those,  of 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  despite  the  fact  that  they  have  had 
no  previous  preparation  for  their  work  and  that  hundreds  of  them 
are  employed  simply  because  no  better  are  to  be  found,  and  could 
not  hold  their  positions  a  single  month  in  many  countries  where 
much  smaller  salaries  are  paid.  You  meet  with  the  statement 
on  all  sides  that  living  in  Cuba  is  very  expensive,  but  this  is 
erroneous.  One  may  live  expensively  in  Cuba  as  in  every  other 
country  of  the  world,  but  one  may  also  live  cheaply  with  proper 
economy.  But  one  cannot  in  any  country  live  on  a  salary  of  forty 
dollars  a  month  in  the  same  way  he  would  on  a  salary  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  and  it  is  the  attempt  to  do  this  by  the  teachers 
of  Cuba  that  gives  rise  to  these  numerous  statements.  The  salary 
should  be  abundantly  equal  to  the  services  rendered,  to  the 
demands  of  subsistence,  and  to  the  possibilities  of  the  Treasury; 
and  should  be  so  graded  from  the  low  to  the  high  as  to  produce  a 
healthy  ambition  and  permit  the  rewarding  of  individual  efforts; 
but  to  pay  a  penny  more  than  this,  is  to  pamper  our  teachers  and 
to  encourage  all  sorts  of  undesirable  traits  and  habits.  Any 
attempt  to  reduce  the  amount  appropriated  for  teachers  will 
naturally  be  met  with  opposition,  but  sooner  or  later  it  must  be 
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¿one,  not  only  for  the  interest  of  the  schools,  but  for  the  interest 
0f  the  teachers  themselves. 

Minimum  and  Maximum  Salaries  should  not  he  Changed. — I  speak 
0f  a  change  only  in  the  total  allotment  for  teachers'  salaries.  The 
present  scale  of  salaries,  varying  between  $30,  the  minimum, 
and  $100,  the  maximum,  should  not  be  changed.  If  the  salaries 
of  individual  teachers  are  properly  fixed  by  Boards  of  Education 
between  these  limits  the  change  will  not  be  felt  except  where  it 
is  justly  deserved.  Another  year's  experience  is  almost  sure  to 
reveal  many  schools  so  located  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  continue 
them.  While  we  have  not  sufficient  funds  to  furnish  schools  for 
all  the  children  of  the  Island  we  cannot  afford  to  continue  a 
single  one  in  which  the  attendance  is  such  that  we  are  not 
obtaining  the  maximum  results  for  the  amount  expended.  For 
this  reason  it  will  probably  be  desirable,  in  authorizing  the  schools 
for  the  school  year  1902-1908,  to  suppress  such  poorly  attended 
schools  and  devote  the  funds  that  had  previously  been  expended 
in  supporting  them  to  school  buildings  and  instruction  of 
teachers.  If  the  children  are  to  receive  the  maximum  benefit  from 
the  time  spent  in  the  schoolroom,  and  if  the  Island  is  to  receive 
the  maximum  of  results  from  the  three  millions  of  dollars  spent 
annually  for  public  instruction,  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  or 
more  of  the  amount  must  be  spent  on  the  preparation  of  the 
teachers  for  the  positions  they  occupy.  Not  to  do  this  is  false 
economy  and  any  other  policy  than  this  is  a  narrow  one. 

Uneconomical  Attitude  of  Boards  of  Education. — This  office  has 
demanded  of  Boards  of  Education  the  strictest  economy  in  the 
expenditure  of  funds  placed  to  their  credit,  and  of  material  sent 
them,  and  various  measures  were  adopted  at  one  time  and  an- 
other during  the  year  to  secure  this,  one  of  which  was  the  follow- 
ing circular,  published  just  before  the  close  of  the  school  term: 

(  Translation. ) 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 
Circular  No.  28. 

Havana,  May  9,  1902. 

I.  The  distribution  of  text  books  and  other  school  material  to 
every  Board  of  Education  of  the  Island  will  soon  be  completed 
and  it  is  deemed  convenient  to  give  the  following  data  and  in- 
structions with  regard  to  text  books  and  school  material  which 
have  been  paid  for  from  funds  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Island.  The 
cost  of  the  textbooks  purchased  in  the  year  1900  was  $140,000, 
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and  those  which  have  just  been  purchased  have  cost  the  sum 
of  $110,500.  Besides  paper,  pencils,  ink,  etc.,  have  been 
purchased  to  the  amount  of  $34,500.  Within  a  few  days,  the 
distribution  of  this  last  named  material  will  be  commenced.  The 
total  cost  of  books  and  other  necessary  school  material  purchased 
since  the  establishment  of  the  present  school  system  amounts  to 
approximately  $285,000.  It  should  not  be  necessary  to  recom- 
mend to  Boards  of  Education  that  they  take  the  greatest  possible 
care  of  the  books  they  already  have,  or  will  soon  have  in  their 
possession,  nor  to  signify  to  them  the  necessity  for  observing 
the  strictest  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  paper,  ink,  etc. 

The  answers  received  in  this  office  to  Form  É~*o.  18,  recently 
sent  to  every  Board  of  Education  in  the  Island,  show  that  only 
a  small  number  of  Boards  of  Education  know  exactly  the  number 
of  books  and  quantity  of  other  school  material  which  they  have 
received,  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  distributed,  and  its 
present  condition.  Some  Boards  have  given  plausible  reasons  for 
their  lack  of  knowledge  about  such  an  important  matter,  but 
Boards  of  Education  are  hereby  informed  that  in  the  future  they 
shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  books  and  other  school  material 
sent  to  them  and  they  shall  be  considered  careless  and  negligent 
in  the  fulfillment  of  their  duties  if  they  are  not  able  at  any  time 
to  give  whatever  data  on  this  subject  may  be  required  of  them. 

Boards  of  Education  may  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may 
deem  necessary  to  secure  proper  care  of  text  books  and  an  eco- 
nomical expenditure  of  the  school  material  by  pupils  and  by 
teachers  and  other  employees. 

II.  The  third  period  of  the  present  school  year  terminates  on 
the  31st  of  this  month  and  on  that  date  all  the  public  schools  in 
the  Island  shall  be  closed  and  shall  remain  closed  until  the 
second  Monday  in  September,  1901.  The  teachers  at  present 
employed  shall  deliver  their  School  Registers  to  their  respective 
Boards  of  Education  immediately  after  the  close  of  the  schools. 
On  the  31st  of  May,  already  mentioned,  the  Truant  Officers 
employed  by  the  different  Boards  of  Education  will  be  dismissed 
and  these  positions  may  not  be  again  filled  prior  to  the  month  of 
September  of  this  year. 

III.  In  order  that  the  school  houses  may  be  preserved  in  a 
clean  and  sanitary  condition,  and  also  that  due  care  may  be  taken 
of  the  furniture,  material,  etc.,  which  they  may  contain,  Boards 
of  Education  are  given  authority  to  employ,  during  the  coming 
summer  vacations,  the  number  of  janitors  which  they  may  think 
necessary  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned.  These  janitors  will 
receive  from  the  proper  Boards  of  Education  the  instructions 
which  such  Boards  may  deem  necessary  to  give  them  in  order  to 
keep  the  school  houses  perfectly  clean.  Attention  of  Boards  of 
.Education  is  invited  to  Paragraph  68  of  the  School  Law,  with 
which  they  will  strictly  comply. 

During  the  summer  vacations  janitors  will  have  less  work  and, 
Boards  of  Education  should  therefore  reduce  during  this  period 
both  the  number  and  salaries  of  such  employees.     In  this  con- 
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néction  it  is  convenient  to  state  that  the  salary  of  $5.50  per 
schoolroom  fixed  by  circular  No.  12  from  this  oifice  dated  De- 
cember 24,  1900,  is  the  maximum  salary  which  a  janitor  may 
receive,  but  it  should  be  understood  that  under  no  circumstances 
have  Boards  of  Education  the  obligation  to  grant  such  an  amount 
nor  have  janitors  a  right  to  demand  it. 

IV.  Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  schools  on  the  31st  of 
the  present  month  all  the  text  books  used  in  the  schools  of  the 
capitals  of  the  Municipal  School  Districts  shall  be  delivered  by 
the  janitor  of  each  school  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and 
deposited  by  him  in  his  office,  or  in  any  other  room  which  the 
Board  may  have  and  which  may  be  used  as  a  store-room.  The 
hooks  used  in  schools  established  in  rural  subdistricts  shall  also 
be  deposited  in  such  store-rooms  whenever  this  can  be  easily 
accomplished. 

Secretaries  of  .Boards  of  Education  shall  make  a  list  specifying 
the  numbers  and  the  present  condition  of  the  books  which  may 
remain  in  the  schools  situated  in  rural  subdistricts  because  of  the 
impracticability  of  complying  with  what  is  directed  in  the  preced- 
ing paragraph. 

Instructions  will  be  published  in  due  time  describing  the  man- 
ner in  which  text  books  shall  be  distributed  anew  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  coming  school  year  and  no  Bo¿ird  of  Education  shall 
distribute  said  books  without  having  received  such  instructions 
from  this  office,  which  instructions  will  be  in  harmony  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Board  of  Superintendents  on  this  par- 
ticular. 

The  Provincial  Superintendents  and  the  Inspectors  appointed 
by  this  office  shall  see  that  Boards  of  Education  comply  strictly 
with  the  instructions  contained  in  this  circular. 

Matthew  E  Hanna, 
Aide-deCampj 

Commissioner  of  Public  Schools, 

In  the  enforcement  of  this  circular  some  Boards  of  Education 
have  given  splendid  assistance,  but  by  far  the  majority  have  pro- 
tested strongly  against  all  efforts  towards  economy  and  have 
been  stumbling-blocks  rather  than  assistants.  During  the  vaca- 
tion period  naturally  Truant  Officers  were  not  paid  their  salaries, 
as  they  had  no  duties  to  perform.  This  meant  an  economy  of  at 
least  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Boards  of  Education  were  also 
advised  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  janitors  for  the  same  period  for 
the  reason  that  their  work  had  practically  disappeared.  Most 
of  the  reductions,  however,  had  to  be  made  in  this  office.  By  this 
measure  approximately  twenty  thousand  dollars  more  were 
economized.  Both  of  these  actions  were  bitterly  fought  by  some 
Boards   of  Education  that  could  produce  no  better  defense  for 
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their  action  than  the  statement  that  these  janitors  or  truant  of- 
ficers were  needy  persons  and  had  worked  faithfully  for  nine 
months  and  could  not  exist  if  deprived  of  their  positions.  The 
idea  that  the  public  school  system  is  a  charitable  institution  and 
that  public  offices  are  a  means  of  dispensing  charity  is  a  legacy 
from  the  colonial  days  that  will  soon  be  lost. 
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108 

3 

39 

72 

111 

67 

<> 

93 

40 

•  1 

J  3 

25 

38 

37 

1 

13 

25 

88 

37 

1 

18 

25 

3 

13 

W 

18 

0 

18 

18 

17 

4 

13 

10 

1 

25 

82 

17 

15 

32 

27 

12 

15 

4 

S 

12 

12 



4 

8 

12 

12 

4 

8 

3 

.12 

18 

25 

22 

8 

12 

13 

25 

22 

8 

12 

13 
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TABLE  1. — (continued)  . 


Province 
of  Santa  Clara 

Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines.. 

Rancho  Veloz 

Kanchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas 

Sagua  la  /City... 

Grande \Mcpal 

Sti-SpíritUS....{City.i] 

San  Diego  del  Valle.... 
S.  Fdo.  de  Camarones, 
San  Juan  de  los  Yeras 

Santa  Clara...{g^ 

St£  Isabel  de  las  Lajas 
Santo  Domingo 

TrinIdad {m& 

Vueltas 

Yagua  jay 

TOTAL 

Province  of 
Stgo.  de  Cuba: 

Baracoa 

Bayamo 

Campechuela 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara 

Guantánamo , 

Holguín 

Jiguani 

Manzanillo  ...{& 

Mayarí ..: 

Mquero , 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo 

San  Luis , 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Songo 

TOTAL 

Province  op 
Pinar  del  Rio: 

Artemisa 

Bahía  Honda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte 
Consolación  del  Sur. 

Guanajay 

Guane 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios 

Pinar  del  Elo{g^; 

San  Cristóbal 

S.  Diego  de  los  Baños 
San  Juan  y  Martínez. 

San  Luis. 

Vinales 

TOTAL...... 


Number  of  teachers  that 

worked 
during  the  whole  year. 


241 


750     30    287    493    780 


Number  of  different  persons 
employed  as  teachers. 


4 

20 

13 

12 

8 

1 

í) 

1 

21 

4 

1 

7 

9 

2 

15 

2 

10 

8 

•      ¿ 

8 

985     37    403    619  1022 


Number  of  teachers  employed 

at  the 

end  of  the  school  year. 


¡1    339    538    877 


491  30  205  316  521  705  70  330  445  775 


42  257  368  625 


1  105  137  242  351 


170  182  352 


137  162  299 


TABLE   1.— (continued.) 
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PROVINCE 

of  Matanzas. 


Agramonte 

Alacranes 

golondro  ji 

Cabezas......^. 

Cárdenas  {Municipal'.' 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Ouamacaro 

Jagüey  Grande 

jovellanos 

Macagua 

Martí ...„.„. 

■Matanzas  J ¿u>n:^i; 

Máximo  Gómez 

palmillas 

Perico 

Pedro  Betan eour t 

S.  del  Encomendador. 
San  José  de  los  Ramos 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 


Number  of  teachers  that 

worked 
during-  the  whole  year. 


Number  of  different  ^ 
employed  as  teachers, 


Number  of  teachers  employed 

at  the 

end  of  the  school  year. 


TOTAL.. 


8  1881  824  512 1 1  694 


17 
28 
33 
11 
88 
1Ü 
10 
61 
.14 
23 
19 
13 
26 
149 
26 
15 
28 
23 
28 
15 
21 
13 
31 

8  258  444  ~702 


15 

24 
21 
10 
58 
10 
10 
50 
11 
21 
16 
11 
21 
137 
26 
15 
28 
21 
22 
1. 
18 
12 
27 

"599 


13 


'  81  223 


15 
25 
22 
10 
60 
10 
10 
50 
12 
21 
16 
12 
21 
137 
21 
15 
28 
21 
24 
15 
18 
12 
27 


RECAPITULATION. 


Number  of  teachers  that  worked 
during  the  whole  year. 

Number  of  different  persons 
employed  as  teachers. 

Number  of  teachers  employed 
at  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

PROVINCES. 

<v 

0 
0 
0 

Men. 
Women. 

0 

ó 

P 

0 
'0 

á 
0 

"o? 
O 

H 

ív 

'd 

9 
0 
'o 
O 

á 

s 

0 

15 
0 

Havana 

816       14 

341 

489 

830 

994 

16 

455 

555 

1,010 

926 

14 

408 

532 

940 

P.  Principe.. 

228 

5 

81 

152 

233 

249 

11 

92 

168 

260 

238 

8 

86 

160 

246 

Santa  Clara.. 

750 

30 

287 

493 

780 

985 

37 

403 

619 

1,022 

846 

31 

339 

538 

877 

S.  de  Cuba .... 

491 

30 

205 

316 

521 

705 

70 

330 

445 

775 

583 

42 

257 

368 

625 

P.  del  Rio 

241 

1 

105 

137 

242 

351 

1 

170 

182 

352 

298 

1 

137 

162 

299 

Matanzas 

504 

8 

188 

324 

512 

694 

8 

258 

444 

702 

599 

8 

223 

384 

607 

Total... 

3,03C 

88 

1,207 
1 

1,911 

3,118 

3,978 

14Í- 

1,70* 

2,413  4,121 

3,490 

1 

104 

1,45C 

2,144 

3,594 

Notes  on  Table  1. — Of  the  total  number  of  teachers  employed, 
.during  the  year.  3,118  taught  the  entire  period  of  nine  months. 
Approximately,  500  positions  were  filled  by  more  than  one  teacher. 
There  were  4,121  different  persons  employed  as  teachers  during  the 
year,  1 ,003  of  whom  taught  only  a  part  of  the  entire  period  of  nine 
months.  This  number,  compared  with  the  500  positions  above 
mentioned  that  were  filled  with  more  than  one  teacher,  gives  an 
average  of  four  months  and  a  half  for  each  of   the  teachers  who 
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taught  less  than  the  entire  period.  At  the  end.  of  the  year  there 
were  3,594  teachers  employed  in  teaching.  Of  this  number,  2,144 
were  women  and  1,450  were  men.  2,413  different  women  and 
1,708  different  men  were  employed  during  the  year;  of  these  nnm- 
bers,  1,911  women  and  1,207  men  taught  the  entire  year.  In 
other  words,  79  per  cent  of  all  the  women  employed  and  70  per 
cent  of  all  the  men  employed  taught  the  entire  period;  this  would 
indicate  greater  devotion  to  the  profession  on  the  part  of  the 
women  than  on  the  part  of  the  men.  This  conclusion  is  sup- 
ported by  other  information  secured  in  other  ways.  Of  the  entire 
number  of  teachers  employed,  but  143  were  colored.  Of  this 
number,  104  were  teaching  at  the  end  of  the  school  term  and  88 
taught  the  entire  nine  months. 
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Table  2. — Showing,   Total  Enrollment,   etc. 


Province 

of   Havana. 

Aguacate 

Alquízar 

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

Bauta 

Bejucal 

Cano 

Catalina , 

Ceiba  del  Agua 

Guanabacoa..{g*y;í; 

Guara 

Güines 

Güira  de  Melena 

Havana 

Isla  de  Pinos 

Jaruco 

Madruga 

Managua 

Marianao '. 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz 

Qmvicán 

Regla 

Salud 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas. 
S.  Antv  de  los  Baños.. 
S.  Ant?  de  las  Vegas- 
San  Felipe 

San  José  de  las  Lajas. 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte. 
Sta.  María  del  Rosario 
Vereda  Nueva 

TOTAL 

Province 
of  Pto.  Principe 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nuevitas 

Pto.Prínoipe.Sí 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur.... 

TOTAL 

Province 

of  Santa  Clara 

Abreus 

Caibarién 

Calabazar 

Camajuani 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

CienfuegoS.&ía. 

Cifuentes  

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 


Total  number 
enrolled  during  the  year. 


s  0   O 

j  &2 


401 

421 

481 

417 

426 

180 

1/392 

525 

794 

259 

681 

206 

606 

103 

709 

125 

595 

95 

2,327 

1,310 

842 

131 

338 

144 

1,793 

986 

1,353 

901 

16,906 

12,344 

369 

91 

425 

164 

743 

417 

223 

75 

1,299 

670 

401 

321 

841 

631 

359 

107 

2,590 

500 

455 

36 

1,898 

633 

1,626 

450 

361 

101 

449 

195 

815 

269 

1,229 

407 

281 

207 

440 

186 

408 

36 

44,856  23,643  68,499 


822 
898 
606 

1,917 

1,053 
887 
709 
834 
690 

3,637 
973 
482 

2,779 

2,254 

29,250 

460 

589 

1,160 
298 

1,969 
722 

1,472 
466 

3,090 
491 

2,531 

2,076 
462 
644 

1,084 

1,636 
488 
626 
444 


Average  monthly  enrollment. 


262 
264 
811 
835 
561 
544 
449 
535 
411 

1,290 
613 
251 

1,260 
909 

8,253 
282 
340 
461 
171 
823 
281 
624 
262 

1,654 
354 

1,232 
948 
296 
323 
626 
867 
203 

•  362 
356 


249 
219 

132 
310 
171 

163 

78 

93 

72 
689 
107 

76 

671 

565 

6,365 

69 
150 
226 

48 
415 
235 
501 

76 
283 

26 
274 
264 

70 
13' 
209 
284 
142 
144 

34 


235 
237 
251 

632 
391 
372 
288 
342 
269 

1,018 
353 
388 
970 
753 

7,634 
185 
236 
356 
301 
622 
252 
567 
169 

1,091 
200 
824 
645 
199 
244 
405 
612 
167 
269 
324 


27,213  13,547  21,401  19,859  40,760 


5  ^2 


276 
246 

192 
513 

341 
335 
239 

286 
214 
961 
867 
139 
961 
721 
6,984 
166 
254 
331 
118 
616 
264 
558 
169 
846 
180 
682 
567 
167 
216 
430 
539 
178 
237 
66 


12,675 


938 

132 

1,700 

142 

934 

131 

6,476 

1,616 

1,535 

156 

1,092, 

163 

1,070 
1,842 
1,065 
8,092 
1,691 
1,255 


15,015 


543 
1,190 

747 

4,244 

898 

604 


3,226 


84 
95 
101 
1,155 
93 
91 


1,619 


324 
781 
441 
2,568 
527 
356 


4,997 


303 
504 
407 
2,831 
464 
339 


627 
1,285 

848 
5,399 

991 

695 


4,848  9,845 


692 
1,231 

892 
1,671 

469 

818 
3,962 
2,024 

657 
1,036 

544 
1,116 
1,171 


438 
639 
774 
284 
561 
3,144 
1,092 
302 
750 
256 
745 


1,080 
1,669 
1,531 
2,445 

753 
1,379 
7,103 
3,116 

959 
1,786 

800 
1,861 


763  1,934 


571 
780 
651 
869 
329 
616 
1,702 
1,271 
513 
702 
849 
686 
680 


263 
248 
445 
333 
182 
431 
1,392 
753 
249 
489 
181 
446 
440 


465 
525 
524 
633 
246 
570 
1,454 
1,050 
400 
568 
282 
523 
614 


369 
503 
572 
569 
265 
507 
1,640 
974 
362 
623 
248 
609 
506 


511 

46 

4( 

483 

16 

4( 

443 

44 

4\ 

1,145 

52 

4i 

732 

39 

31- 

707 

35 

3; 

527 

36 

4f 

628 

58 

4¿ 

483 

62 

D 

1,979 

44 

4; 

720 

32 

0 

327 

44 

3'/ 

1,931 

48 

3" 

1,474 

37 

3* 

14,618 

22 

41 

351 

32 

3f 

490 

30 

3' 

687 

50 

4;" 

219 

20 

4; 

1,238 

47 

4^ 

516 

44 

4r 

3,125 

42 

4: 

388 

36 

4'. 

1,937 

53 

4h 

380 

30 

41 

1,506 

47 

4f 

1,212 

28 

41 

366 

50 

Si 

460 

65 

3f 

835 

39 

31 

1,151 

57 

3Í 

345 

33 

■3> 

506 

50 

5f 

390 

95 

gt 

40,760 

31 

4; 

834 

57 

1,028 

33 

1,096 

24 

L202 

24 

511 

23 

1,077 

41 

3,094 

31 

2,024 

20 

762 

53 

1,191 

43 

580 

17 

1,132 

49 

1,120 

25 

174 


TABLB  2.— (continued) 


Province   of 

Santa  Clara. 

Quemado  de  Güines... 

Rancho  Veloz 

llanchuelo 

Remedios 

Kodas 

Sagua  la  \ City 

Grande./  Municipal. 

Sancti  /City 

Spiritus.\Mcipal.. 
San  Diego  del  Valle.... 
S.  Fdo.  de  Camarones. 
S.  Juan  de  los  Yeras... 

Santa  Clara.^f^;; 

Sta.  Isabel  de  las  Lajas: 
Santo  Domingo 

Trinid'id        K^-V" 

lrimaa(1 \Meipal.. 

Vueltas 

Yaguajay 

TOTAL 

Province  of 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Baracoa 

Bayamo 

Campecliuelí) 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara 

Guantánamo. 

Holguín. , 

Jigúaní 

Manzanillo  /^^-V 

Manzanillo.  ^1VLcipaL 

Mayar! 

Niquero 

Palma  Soriano... 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Táriamo , 

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Songo 

TOTAI 

Province  of 

Pinar  del  Rio 


Artemisa 

Bahía  Honda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte 
Consolación  del  Sur 

Guanajay 

(inane 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios 

Pinar  del /City 

Kio \  Municipal 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  B 

San  Juan  y  Martínez.. 

San  Luis 

Vinales 


Total  number 
enrolled  during  the  ye.ar. 


TOTAL,., 


897 

96(3 

1,047 

2,142 

2,033 

2,691 

558 

3,078 

964 

635 

591 

538 

2,882 

379 

63' 

1,170 

1,382 

892 

649 

568 


337 
857 
597 

1,074 
914 

1,922 
296 

1,492 
241 
106 
220 
242 

1,605 
118 
697 
726 

1,373 
784 
150 
509 


40,937  24,393  65,330 


1,234 

1,823 

1,644 

3,216 

2,947 

4,613 

849 

4,565 

1,205 

741 

811 

780 

4,487 

497 

1,299 

1,896 

2,755 

1,676 

799 

1,077 


?&2 


Average  monthly  enrollment. 

o  ñ  • 

+-•  o  P 

r-'¿  ^ 

o  <¿ 

+J  P  ó 

no 

tí  p.  2 

CD 

CD 

o  oí 

•"m 

O 

JB 

w 

a£ 

o  íxy. 

A 

£ 

o 

O 

o 

pq 

o 

H 

fr-P   C 

38 
67 
84 
62 
85 
10 
29 
95 
21 
37 
33 
34 
94 
8 
41 
50 
69 
33 
16 
82 


707 

249 

509 

447 

956 

29 

651 

571 

562 

660 

1,222 

45 

675 

326 

492 

509 

1,001 

51 

1,587 

696 

1,348 

935 

2,283 

44 

1,302 

549 

1,013 

838 

1,851 

53 

1,521 

1,054 

1,334 

1,241 

2,575 

58 

290 

165 

267 

188 

455 

15 

1,650 

697 

1,096 

1.251 

2,347 

49 

775 

141 

489 

427 

916 

16 

468 

72 

345 

195 

540 

27 

417 

159 

297 

279 

576 

23 

398 

199 

303 

294 

597 

26 

1,591 

844 

1,298 

1,137 

2,435 

.  51 

282 

92 

208 

1.66 

374 

6 

387 

409 

388 

408 

796 

25 

797 

519 

654 

662 

1,316 

34 

902 

968 

94.5 

925 

1,870 

47 

611 

570 

635 

546 

1.181 

23 

510 

118 

298 

830 

628 

12 

843 

297 

383 

259 

642 

19 

25,615 

14,547 

20.718 

19,444 

40,162 

31 

1,197 

1,290 

2,487 

28 

806 

816 

.   864 

758 

1,622 

18 

1,113 

577 

1,690 

17 

869 

495 

662 

702 

1,364 

14 

920 

325 

1,245 

43 

788 

246 

495 

539 

1,034 

36 

640 

51.7 

1,157 

32 

562 

481 

508 

535 

1,043 

29 

257 

644 

901 

22 

223 

532 

359 

396 

755 

18 

3,599 

688 

4,197 

31 

2,722 

475 

1,727 

1,470 

8,197 

23 

1,56') 

2,670 

4,230 

41 

1,039 

1,651 

1,389 

1,271 

2,660 

26 

7,946 

977 

8,923 

61 

6.188 

749 

3,592 

3.345 

6,937 

47 

•  590 

389 

97;-) 

20 

524 

313 

479 

358 

837 

17 

3,017 

1,457 

4,474 

89 

1,695 

874 

1 ,235 

1.334 

2,569 

46 

1,996 

1,107 

3,103 

40 

1,518 

726 

1,048 

1,196 

2,244 

28 

480 

400 

880 

23 

304 

294 

421 

237 

658 

1.7 

505 

60 

555 

48 

327 

44 

179 

197 

371 

31 

501 

403 

904 

17 

30. > 

282 

321 

263 

584 

11 

908 

394 

1.302 

15 

655 

315 

.  523 

447 

970 

11 

591 

214 

805 

31 

557 

226 

415 

368 

783 

80 

611 

527 

1,138 

23 

452 

370 

367 

455 

822 

17 

3,750 

4,779 

7,929 

49 

2,282 

2,527 

2,354 

2,455 

4,809 

30 

404 

761 

1,165 

22 

505 

376 

324 

557 

881 

17 

30,495 

17,579 

48,074 

36 

22,348 

11,792 

17,257 

16,883 

34,140 

25 

997 

730 

1,727 

52 

532 

385 

492 

425 

917 

27 

147 

279 

426 

36 

97 

196 

135 

158 

293 

25 

228 

529 

757 

63 

159 

381 

325. 

215 

540 

45 

340 

276 

616 

83 

259 

217 

261 

215 

476 

25 

401 

186 

537 

17 

388 

122 

256 

204 

460 

15 

1,1.04 

674 

1,778 

27 

638 

437 

564 

511 

1,075 

16 

1,459 

522 

1,981 

64 

1,053 

365 

751 

667 

1,418 

46 

341 

165 

506 

9 

286 

138 

229 

195 

424 

7 

320 

112 

432 

42 

236 

87 

179 

144 

328 

31 

385 

88 

418 

12 

284 

76 

189 

171 

360 

10 

594 

337 

931 

75  ■ 

427 

235 

318 

344 

662 

53 

362 

383 

745 

54 

234 

221 

251 

204 

455 

33 

1,263 

778 

2,041 

70 

830 

480 

642 

668 

1,310 

45 

2,938 

939 

3,877 

35 

2,315 

728 

2,046 

997 

3,043 

'   27 

420 

273 

693 

33 

350 

241 

306 

285 

591 

29 

242 

134 

376 

41 

158 

99 

139 

118 

257 

28 

808 

369 

1,172 

21 

599 

272 

541 

830 

871 

15 

897 

372 

1,269 

43 

633 

256 

531 

358 

889 

30 

705 

270 

975 

14 

561 

191 

429 

323 

752 

10 

13,896 

7,361 

21,257 

32 

9,989 

5,127 

8,584 

6,532 

15,116 

23 

TABLE    2.— (CONTINUED). 
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province 

of  Matanzas, 


Agramonte 

Alacranes 

Bolondrón 

Cabezas 

Cárdenas  {^fe¿ü 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamacaro 

Jagüey  Grande 

Jovellanos 

Macagua 

Martí 

Matanzas  {Municipal 

Máximo  Gómez 

Palmillas  

Perico 

Pedro  Betancourt 

S.  del  Encomendador 
S.  José  de  los  Ramos. 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 

TOTAL 


Total  number  | 

enrolled  during'  the  yiüir.     | 


42;" 
901 
642 
514 

3,251 
675 
264 

1,982 
347 

1,052 
656 
400 
758 

7,889 

1,040 
349 
644 
629 
724 
524' 
64 
406 
902 


25,621 


2o6 


4_,  P  O 


Average  monthly  fnrollmeiit. 


^.^  be 


592 
969 

1,066 
224 

2,438 
180 
347 

1,861 
456 
496 
926 
412 
897 

4,066 
368 
506 
845 
777 

1,047 
330 

1,090 
232 
821 


20,946 


3,017 

1,870 
1,708 

738 
5,689 

855 

611 
3,843 

803 
1,548 
1,582 

812 

1,655 

11,955 

1,4.08 

855 
1,489 
1,406 
1,771 

854 
1,737 

638 
1,723 

46,567 


42 
73 
58 
38 
77 
48 
57 
93 
40 
71 
65 
44 
56 
100 
35 
67 
48 
80 
54 
50 
73 
61 
95 

69 


298 
559 
372 
336 

1,658 
411 
203 

1,041 
232 
713 
328 
279 
500 

4,601 
805 
267 
448 
458 
418 
454 
340 
330 
624 


15,675 


405 
544 
678 
163 

1,203 
108 
249 
983 
342 
287 
450 
282 
568 

2,450 
291 
374 
579 
490 
655 
231 
528 
166 
576 


12,605 


301 

587 
490 
227 

1,443 
250 
234 
998 
263 
494 
339 
286 
559 

3,210 
616 
349 
476 
467 
606 
364 
412 
273 
554 


13,798 


402 
516 
5(50 

272 
1,418 
269 
218 
1,026 
311 
506 
439 
275 
509 
3,841 
480 
292 
551 
481 
467 
324 
456 
223 
646 


14,485 


703 
1,103 

1,050 

499 

2,861 

519 

452 

2,024 

574 

1,000 

778 

561 

1,068 

7,051 

1,096 

641 

1,027 

948 

1,073 

688 

868 

496 

1,200 

28,280 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total  number 
enrolled  during  the  year. 

Average  monthly  enrollment. 

& 

PROVINCES. 

<$ 

A 
fe 

CD 
O 

O 

o 

Bop 
tí  &2 

O 

"o 

O 

a! 

4-3 

o 

Bo9 

í 

Havana 

44,856 
12,675 
40,937 
30,495 
13,896 
25,621 

23,643 
2,340 
24,393 

17,579 

7,361 

20,946 

68,499 
15,015 
65,330 

48,074' 
21,257 
46,567 

53 

43 
51 
36 
32 
69 

27,213 

8,226 
25,615 
22,348 

9,989 
15,675 

13,547 

1,619 
14,547 
11,792 

5,127 
12,605 

21,401 

4,997 

20,718 
17,257 
8,584 
13,798 

19,359 

4,848 
19,444 
16,883 

6,532 

14,4.82 

40,760 
9,845 
40,162 
34,1.40 
11,116 
28,280 

31 

28 
31 
25 
23 
41 

43 
40 
46 

54 
49 

47 

Puerto  Príncipe 

Santa  Clara 

Santiago  de  Cuba- 
Pinar  del  Río 

Matanzas 

Grand  total. * 

168,480 

96,262 

264,742 

47 

109,066 

59,237 

86,755 

81,548 

168,303 

so' 

47 

Notes  on  Table  2. — While  the  enrollment  during  the  school  year 
in  no  one  month  exceeded  180,000,  yet  there  were  enrolled  during 
the  entire  school  year  264,742  different  pupils,  47  percent,  or 
about  one  half,  of  the  entire  school  population  between  the  ages 
of  6  and  18  years,    Of  this  number   168,480   were  white  and 


178 

96,262  colored.    138,028  were  boys  and  126,714  were  girls.     The 
average  monthly  enrollment  for  the  entire  period  was  168,303, 
or  64  per  cent  of  the  total   number   enrolled   at   one  time   or 
another  during  the  school  period.     This  is  a  rather  low  percent- 
age  and  indicates  many  enrollments  for  a  short  period.    Of  this 
number,    109,066  were  white   and  59,236  were  colored.     86,755 
were   boys   and  81,548  were  girls.     But    30   per    cent  of    the 
entire  population  between  the  ages  of  6  and  18  were  enrolled 
regularly  in  the  schools.     The  average  monthly  enrollment  per 
schoolroom  was   47.    The   percentage   of  the  total  number   of 
pupils   enrolled  during  the  year  with  relation  to  the  population 
of  school  age,  and  the  percentage  of  average  monthly  enrollment 
with  relation  to  the  same  population,  was  greatest  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Matanzas,   and  least  in  the  Province  of  Pinar  del  Eio. 
The  other  Provinces  in  their  order  from  a  high  percentage  to  a 
low  one  are  Havana,    Santa  Clara,    Puerto  Principe  and  San- 
tiago de  Cuba.     The  greater  density  of  population  and  the  better 
communications  of  Matanzas  Province  as  compared  with  other 
provinces  probably  assisted  greatly  in  its  securing  the  highest 
percentage,  while  the  thinly  populated  Province  of  Pinar  del  Eio, 
with  its  almost  entire  lack  of  communications,  furnishes    the 
lowest  percentage.     When  studied,  however,  in  connection  with 
the  number   of   pupils  enrolled   per    classroom,    it  will  appear 
that  Santiago  de  Cuba,  with  54  pupils  enrolled  per  teacher,  made 
better  use  of  the  schools  than  any  other  province.    Matanzas, 
which  showed  the  largest  percentage  of  school  population  en- 
rolled in  its  schools,  had  47  pupils    enrolled  per  teacher;  while 
Pinar  del  Eio,  which  showed  the  smallest  similar   percentage, 
had  49  pupils  enrolled  per  teacher,    or  two  more  than  Matanzas. 
With  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  physical  conditions  of  the 
Island,  it  is  easy  to  understand  the  reasons   for  these  apparent 
discrepancies.      In    Matanzas    and  Havana    and    Santa   Clara 
Provinces,  the  density  of  population   and  other  conditions  are 
such  that  it  is  possible   to  economically   furnish  schools  for  a 
much  larger  portion  of  the  population  than  in  the  other  three 
provinces,  where,  outside  of  that  part  of  the  population  collected 
in  cities  and  villages,  the  inhabitants  are  so  scattered  that  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  support  schools  in  some  rural  districts. 
In  the  Provinces  of  Pinar  del  Eio,  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  Puerto 
Principe,  last  referred  to,  therefore,  we  find  the  great  majority 
of  the  schools  in  the  villages,  and   the  remainder  of   the  popu- 
lation, varying  from  about  two  thirds  in  Pinar  del  Eio  to  more 
than  a  half  in  Puerto  Principe,  so   scattered  that  schools   are 
out  of  the  question.     It  is  not  intended  to  state  here  that  there 
are  no  rural  schools  in  the  three  provinces  last  mentioned,  but 
quite  the  contrary;  certain  districts   in  each  of  these  provinces 
are  so  thickly  settled  that  they  contain  many  rural  schools. 
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Table  3.— Showing,  total  Average  Daily  Attendance  etc. 


Province  of  Havana. 

Aguacate 

Alquizar 

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

Bauta 

Bejucal 

Cano 

Catalina 

Ceiba  del  Agua... 

Ouanabacoa..{^^-i::;: 

Guara 

Güines  

Güira  de  Melena 

Havana  

Isla  de  Pinos 

Jaruco 

Madruga 

Managua 

Marianao 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz 

Quivicán 

Regla 

Salud 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas.. 

San  Antonio  de  los  Baños... 
San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas... 

San  Felipe '.. 

San  José  de  las  Lajas 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte. 

Santa  Maria  de  Iíosario 

Vereda  Nueva '.. 

TOTAL. 

Proving  15 
of  Puerto  Principe. 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nuevitas \ 

Puerto  Prí„ciPe{gty^.ai; 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

TOTAL...... 

Province 
of  Santa  Clara. 

Abreus..., 

Caibarién 

Calabazar ..." 

Camajuaní 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

Cienfu^0s {SunicipaT 

Cifuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

ralmira 


PER  CENT  OF 

T3 

a  . 
SB 

*8 

u 
!>.0 

AVERAGE  MUY  ATTENDANCE. 
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o 
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228 

196 

182 

242 

424 

38 

52 

82 

38 

209 

96 

184 

194 

378 

13 

42 

78 

31 

288' 

112 

196 

154 

350 

35 

58 

79 

38 

584 

230 

456 

358 

814 

37 

43 

43 

85 

44.7 

150 

323 

274 

597 

33 

57 

82 

31 

469 

139 

316 

292 

6C8 

31 

69 

86 

30 

371 

67 

235 

203 

438 

30 

62 

83 

33 

396 

79 

253 

222 

475 

44 

57 

75 

34 

324 

67 

214 

177 

391 

51 

57 

91 

30 

1,071 

580 

840 

805 

1,651 

37 

45 

84 

37 

476 

71 

275 

272 

547 

24 

56 

70 

39 

222 

63 

164 

121 

285 

39 

59 

87 

28 

1,083 

.  ,570 

814 

839 

1,653 

41 

59 

86 

31 

767 

479 

671 

575 

1,240 

32 

55 

85 

32 

0,210 

4,813 

6,465 

4,558 

11,023 

17 

38 

75 

37 

238 

61 

158 

141 

299 

28 

65 

85 

30 

265 

114 

180 

.199 

379 

25 

04 

77 

29 

404 

184 

304 

284 

588 

48 

51 

80 

39 

145, 

37 

91 

91 

182 

17 

02 

83 

36 

626 . 

309 

'  470 

465 

935 

36 

47 

76 

83 

243: 

231 

219 

255 

4.74 

40 

m 

92 

43 

508 

382 

440 

450 

890 

33 

60 

79 

34 

229 

68 

148 

149 

297 

32 

05 

88 

37 

1,101 

204 

763 

542 

1,305 

80 

42 

67 

31 

318 

23 

1<S3 

158 

341 

27 

69 

90 

37 

1,030 

230 

655 

605 

1,200 

39 

50 

84 

38 

891 

239 

521 

009 

1,130 

26 

54 

93 

88 

264 

64 . 

184. 

144 

328 

40 

71 

90 

83 

279 

118 

2;  8  - 

189 

397 

56 

02 

86 

26 

536 . 

185  : 

349 

■  372 

721 

34 

m 

86 

84 

685 

233 . 

.  .   5.6 

■..  412 

918 

46 

56 

80. 

28 

151 

100 

128  ; 

123 

251 

24 

51 

73 

27 

303 

113 

219 

:■■  197 

410 

41 

00 

82 

42 

311 ' 

34 

290 

55 

345 

39 

78 

88 

34 

21,622  ; 

10,714 

17,610. 

■''  14,726 

32.330 

25 

47 

79 

34 

455 

01 

247 

269 

5.10 

12 

58 

82 

48 

975 

73 

657 

391 

1,048 

24 

57 

82 

84 

598 

74 

.  343 

329 

072 

19 

08 

79 

42 

3,623 

957 

2,154 

2,426 

4,580  . 

54 

57 

85 

32 

748 

77 

450 

375 

825 

7 

49 

83 

32 

517 

78 

306 

28) 

595 

28 

48 

86 

38 

6,916 

1,320 

4,157 

4,079 

8,236 

124 

55 

84 

34 

376 

J90 

314 

566 

39 

52 

58 

35 

629 

232 

417 

444 

801 

29 

52 

84 

36 

512 

358 

420 

450 

870 

19 

57 

79 

38 

626 

264 

492 

398 

890 

18 

86 

74 

52 

242 

135 

388 

189 

377 

17 

50 

74 

29 

502 

350 

434 

418 

'  852 

32 

62 

79 

40 

1,232 

969 

1,095 

1,106 

2.201 

23 

30 

71 

36 

922 

533 

740 

715 

1.455 

15 

47 

72 

38 

425 

209 

341 

293 

634 

45 

00 

83 

37 

506 

356 

413 

449 

862 

32 

48 

73 

32 

307 

161 

252 

216 

468 

16 

59 

88 

38 

547 

356 

426 

477 

903 

40 

49 

80 

36 
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TABLE  3.— (continued). 


Province 

of  Santa  Clara. 


Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines.. 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas 


Sancti-SpírituS.....{«feai; 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

San  Fernando  de  Camarones. 

San  Juan  de  los  Yeras 

(City 

"\  Municipal. 

Santa  Isabel  de  las  Lajas 

Santo  Domingo 

ÍCity....; 

*\  Municipal, 

Vueltas 

Yaguajay 


Santa  Clara.. 


Trinidad  . 


TOTAL 

Province 

of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Baracoa 

Bayamo 

Campechuela  . 

Caney... 

Cobre 

Gibara 

Guantánamo... 

ÍTolguín 

Jiguaní 

Manzanillo..... 


Mayari 

Niquero 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo.. 

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba  .. 
Songo 


(City 

•\  Municipal 


'     TOTAL, 

Province 

of  Pinar  del  Rio. 

Artemisa 

Babia  Honda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte 

Consolación  del  Sur 

Guanajay 

Guane 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Marie] 

Palacios 

f  City 

"  \  Municipal 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños  .... 

San  Juan  y  Martínez 

San  Luis 

Vinales 


Pinar  del  Río.... 


TOTAL.. 


TOTAL  AVERAGE  DAILY  ATTENDANCE. 


19,990 


424 

82 
131 
188 
288 
530 
807 
248 
188 
259 
314 
192 
655 
1,857 
260 
342 
456 
.486 
360 

7,867 


m 


PER  CENT  OF 
ATTENDANCE. 


a® 

ftO 
O  «2 

O 


o  es 


O   H 


514 

328 

592 

204 

551 

468 

514 

244 

1,301 

551 

1,096 

437 

1.181 

78 

248 

170 

1,281 

600 

6.14 

108 

353 

54 

376 

147 

321 

166 

1,241 

651 

212 

65 

269 

296 

617 

404 

678 

730 

507 

436 

406 

85 

292 

270 

471 
437 
461 
:  399 
1,042 
800 
993 
226 
911 
381 
263 
264 
244 
1,006 
157 
271 
498 
726 
525 
239 
320 


371 

359 
558 
359 
810 
733 
972 
192 
970 
341 
144 
259 
243 
886 
120 
294 
523 
682 
418 
252 
242 


16,166  I  15,135 


842 

796 

1,019 

758 

1,852 

1,533 

2,965 

418 

1,881 

722 

407 

523 

487 

1,802 

277 

565 

1,021 

1,408 

943 

491 

562 


31,301 


307 
159 
300 
145 
112 
361 
259 
114 
.  68 

66 
187 
162 
361 
N  588 
172 

85 
215 
209 
113 

3,983 


385 
124 
259 
186 
234 
482 
423 
195 
146 
177 
251 
192 
491 
1,612 
229 
119 
418 
422 
274 

6,619 


346 
117 
172 
147 
166 
409 
643 
167 
110 
148 
250 
162 
525 
833 
203 
108 
253 
273 
199 


731 

241 
431 
333 
400 
891 
1,066 
362 
256 
325 
501 
354 
1,016 
2,445 
432 
227 
671 


473 


5,231  I  11,8 


18   56 


617 

630 

660 

587 

1,247 

14 

50 

77 

675 

356 

543 

488 

1,031 

11 

61 

76 

646 

199 

401 

444 

845 

30 

68 

82  1 

430 

301 

378 

353 

731 

20 

63 

70 

188 

330 

241 

277 

518 

13 

57 

69 

2,168 

370 

1,374 

1,164 

2,538 

19 

60 

79 

707 

1,166 

993 

880 

1,873 

18 

45 

70 

5,081 

563 

2,867 

2,777 

5,644 

39 

63 

81 

402 

251 

380 

273 

653 

14 

67 

78 

1,431 

694 

978 

1,147 

2,125 

38 

47 

89 

1,134 

568 

819 

883 

1,702 

22 

55 

76 

322 

238 

358 

202 

560 

15 

64 

85 

251 

39 

138 

152 

290 

25 

51 

78 

247 

206 

245 

208 

453 

9 

50 

78 

502 

218 

401 

319 

720 

8 

55 

74 

424 

159 

305 

278 

.  583 

23 

72 

74 

351 

291 

287 

355 

642 

13 

56 

78 

1,850 

1,944 

1,970 

1,824 

3,794 

24 

38 

79 

228 

475 

430 

273 

703 

14 
20 

60 

55 

80 

78 

17,654 

8,998 

13,768 

12,884 

26,652 

table  3.— (continued). 
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Province  of  Matanzas. 

Agramonte 

Alacranes 

Bolóndrón ; 

Cabezas  

Cárdenas  ....{^¿jSr:::::;; 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamacaro 

Jagüey  Grande 

Jovellanos 

Macagua 

Martí 

Matanzas"-'{Sunicipai'::.::::: 

Máximo  Gómez 

Palmillas 

Perico 

Pedro  Betancourt 

Sabanilla  del  Encomendador. 

San  José  de  los  Ramos 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 

TOTAL, 


AVERAGE  DAILY  ATTENDANCE. 


12,407 


242 

327 

468 

450 

292 

476 

271 

130 

1,196 

966 

853 

85 

171 

234 

841 

782 

196 

281 

545 

223 

237 

336 

219 

232 

424 

459 

3,548 

1,841 

693 

226 

249 

335 

361 

452 

359 

408 

329 

494 

376 

187 

250 

374 

291 

132 

496 

476 

9,906 


PER  CENT  OE 
ATTENDANCE. 


tí  bf) 

§."3 


251 
489 
293 
183 

1,108 
206 
215 
787 
209 
357 
241 
229 
402 

2,484 
521 
818 
402 
366 
449 
298 
307 
228 
438 


10,781 


318 
429 
475 
218 

1,054 
232 
190 
836 
268 
411 
832 
222 
481 

2,905 
398 
266 
411 
401 
374 
265 
317 
195 
534 


11,532 


569 
918 
768 
401 

2,162 
438 
405 

1,623 
477 
768 
573 
451 
883 

5,389 
919 
584 
818 
767 
823 
563 
624 
423 
972 


22,813 
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RECAPITULATION. 


AVERAGE  DAILY  ATTENDANCE. 

PER  CENT  OF 
ATTENDANCE. 
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PROVINCES. 
Havana 

21,622 
6,916 

19,990 

17,654 
7,867 

12,407 

10,714 
1,320 
11,311 

8,998 
3,983 
9,906 

17,610 
4,157 

16,166 

13,768 
6,619 

10,781 

14,726 
4,079 

15,135 

12,884 
5,231 

11,532 

32,336 
8,236 
31,301 
26,652 
11,850 
22,313 

25 
24 
25 
20 
18 
33 
~ 

47 
55 
48 
55 
56 
48 
50 

79 
84 
78 
78. 
78 
79 
79 

Puerto  Príncipe 

84 

Santa  Clara . 

34 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

36 
43 

Pinar  del  Río 

Matanzas 

38 

87 

Totai 

86,456  !    46,232 

69,101 

63,587 

132,688 

17* 

Notes  on  Table  8.—  This  Table  is  made  up  from  the  data 
taken  from  the  monthly  reports  of  the  teachers.  Elsewhere  in 
this  report  it  has  been  explained  that  the  salary  of  the  teacher 
depended  on  the  average  daily  attendance  in  his  schoolroom. 
This  undoubtedly  influenced  the  teachers  in  the  preparation  of 
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tlieir  reports,  and  the  information  taken  therefrom  does  not  ins- 
pire the  confidence  that  it  otherwise  would.  It  is  difficult  to 
state  the  correction  that  should  be  applied  to  the  Table.  Similar 
statistics  for  the  coming  school  year  will  probably  show  a  falling 
off  of  at  least  10  per  cent  in  the  totals  above  given.  The  total 
average  daily  attendance  for  the  Island  for  the  school  year  was 
132,688.  Of  this  number,  63,587  were  girls,  and  69,101  boys. 
86,456  were  white  and  46,232  were  colored.  In  all  of  the  pro- 
vinces, except  Matanzas,  the  number  of  girls  in  attendance  was 
less  than  the  number  of  boys.  The  ratio  of  colored  children  to 
white  children  was  smallest  in  the  Province  of  Puerto  Principe 
and  greatest  in  the  Province  of  Matanzas.  In  the  Province  of 
Pinar  del  Eio  the  attendance  was  but  18  per  cent  of  the  total  po- 
pulation of  school  age,  while  in  the  Province  of  Matanzas  this 
percentage  reached  33.  We  find  the  largest  percentage  of  the 
total  enrollment  in  regular  attendance  in  the  Province  of  Pinar 
del  Eio  and  the  smallest  such  percentage  in  the  Province  of  Ha- 
vana.  The  percentage  of  the  average  monthly  enrollment  which 
attended  regularly  was  84  in  the  Province  of  Puerto  Principe 
where  it  was  highest.  This  "  indicates  that  the  attendance 
was  more  regular  in  the  Province  of  Puerto  Principe  than 
in  any  other  province,  and  that  the  children  enrolled  in  the 
schools  of  this  province  attended  more  days  during  the 
school  year  than  those  enrolled  in  any  other  province.  In  the 
Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  there  were  43  children  in  regular 
attendance  in  each  schoolroom,  while  in  the  Provinces  of  Ha- 
vana and  Puerto  Principe,  where  this  number  was  smallest, 
there  were  34  children  in  attendance  per  schoolroom.  The 
comparatively  low  percentage  of  the  total  population  of  school 
age  which  daily  attended  the  schools  of  the  Provinces  of  Pinar 
del  Eio  and  Santiago  de  Cuba  may  be  partly  due  to  the  scattered 
population  of  these  provinces  and  the  extremely  bad  means  of 
comuni cation.  In  the  entire  Island  24  per  cent  of  the  population 
of  school  age  were  in  average  daily  attendance.  The  school  age 
is  fixed  by  Law  at  from  6  to  18  years  inclusive,  but  almost  all  the 
pupils  enrolled  in  the  schools  are  under  the  age  of  14.  Attend- 
ance is  compulsory  between  the  ages  of  6  and  14  inclusive,  but  a 
youth  over  14  years  of  age  will  not  attend  school  unless  compelled 
to.  If  a  boy  he  begins  to  work  for  himself  or  his  parents,  and  if  a 
girl  she  turns  to  domestic  pursuits.  These  facts  together  with 
the  inability  to  place  schools  within  the  reach  of  all  youths  of 
school  age  account  to  a  certain  extent  for  this  low  percentage. 
The  average  attendance  for  the  entire  Island  was  but  50  per  cent 
of  the  total  enrollment,  although  it  was  79  per  cent  of  the  average 
monthly  enrollment.  This  indicates  enrollments  for  short  periods 
and  irregular  attendance.  There  was  an  average  daily  attend- 
ance of  37  per  schoolroom  for  the  entire  school  year. 
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Table  4. — Showing  the  Average  Monthly  Enrollment  etc. 


Pkovincp:  of  Havana: 

Aguacate 

Alquízar  

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

Bauta 

Bejucal. 

Cano 

Catalina 

Ceiba  del  Agua..... 

Guanabacoa..(2r1^-j¿ip^ 

Guara 

Güines 

Güira  de  Melena 

Habana 

Isla  de  Pinos 

Jaruco 

Madruga 

Managua..... 

Marianao 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz 

Quivicán 

Regla 

Salud 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

San  Antonio  de  los  "Baños 
San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas 

San  Felipe 

San  José  de  las  Lajas 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte 

Santa  Maria  del  Rosario- 
Vereda  Nueva 

TOTAL 


Province  of 

Puerto  Principe: 


Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nuevitas  .". 

Puerto   Prin-ÍCity 

cipe \Municipal 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 


TOTAL. 


Province  of 

Santa  Clara 

Abreus 

Caibarién 

Calabazar 

Camajüuni 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 


1,105 

2,944 

990 
2,184 
1,836 
1,973 
1,456 
1,072 

769 
4,425 
2,243 

739 
3,972 
3,919 
64,753 
1,075 
1,583 
1,356 
1,091 
2,596 
1,171 
2,666 

917 
3,629 
1,260 
3,214 
4,314 

720 

707 

2,090 

1,991 

1,046 

.   997 

886 


127,689   20 


AVERAGE  MONTHLY 
ENROLLMENT. 


.511 

483 
443 

1,145 
732 
707 
527 
628 
483 

1,979 
720 
327 

1,931 

1,474 
14,618 
351 
490 
687 
219 

1,238 
516 

1,125 
338 

1,937 
380 

1,506 

1,212 
366 
460 
835 

1,151 
345 
506 
390 


4 

163 

17 

63 

18 

22.1 


22 

74 

12,486 


84 


23^ 


209 
101 


4.0,760  14,290  55,050 


515 

646 
460 

1.208 
'750 
928 
527 
628 
483 

2,470 
720 
327 

1,953 

1,548 

27,104 

351 

504 

687 

.219 

1,322 
565 

1,125 
338 

2,174 
380 

1,715 

1,313 
366 

'  460 
863 

1,151 
354 
506 
390 


o% 


£ft 


43  74 


PER  CENT  OP 
EACH  RACE  AM)  SEX  ON 


School 
population. 


4,358 
4,253 
3,555 
8,417 
11,430 
2,124 


34,137 


9,845 


72 


172 

492 


699 

1,285 

1,020 

5,891 

991 

695 


10,581 


Enrollment. 


2  28 
64:36 

75  25 


26  49  51  65  35  53  47 


20 


50 


50 


16 


53 


1,441 
3,084 
4,511 
4,836 
2,194 
2,626 
9,786 
9,967 


834 
1,028 
1,096 
1,202 

511 
1,077 
3,094 
2,024 


31 
129 


43 
1,694 


834 

1,028 
1,127 
1,331 
511 
1,120 
4,788 
2,024 


35  53 
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TABLE  4.— (continued). 


PliKOYlNCE  OF 

Santa  Claiía: 


Ciíuenles 

('races 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 

Queta  ado  d( ;  G  üines 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

.  Rodas 

Sagua  la /City 

Grande...  \  Municipal .. 
Saneti  Spi-  )  City 

ritus ^Municipa.l.. 

Ban  Diego  del  Valle 

San  Fndo.  de  Camarones. 

Sari  Juan  de  los  Ye  ras 

i  City 

"\  Municipal 
Santa  Isabel  de  las  Lajas. 
Santo  Domingo , 

TrinMad {m&Sü 

Vueltas 

Yagiiajay 


Santa  Clara.., 


TOTAL.. 


Province  of 

Santíago  de  Cuba. 

Baracoa 

Bayajno 

Campechuola 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara, 

G  uantánam  o 

Holguín 

Jiguaní 

Manzanillo...  {««}V:si 

Mayarí 

Niquero 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo 

San  Luís 

Santiago  d  e  Cuba 

Songo 

TOTAL... 

Province  of 

Pinar  bel  Rio: 

Artemisa 

Bahía  H onda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte 

Consolación  del  Sur 

Guanajay 

Guano. ..." 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios 

Pinar  del  RIo{gSiS¿ií 


1,418 

2,727 
2,974 
2,274 
4,330 
3,187 
2,081 
1,953 
5,124 
3,428 
4,386 
2,873 
4,774 
5,499 
1,906 
2,455 
2,234 
4,745 
5,504 
3,127 
3,709 
3,955 
5,074 
4,837 
3,290 


8.702 
9.450 
2.865 
3.593 
4.092 
13.277 
10.137 
14.503 
4.742 
5.508 
7.742 
3.091 
1.174 
5.188 
8.049 
2.555 
4,824 
15.903 
5.107 


131.888 


3,293 
1,165 
1,187 
1,846 
3,045 
6,520 
3,072 
5,383 
1,014 
3.300 
1,233 
1,354 
2,875 
11,046 


12    30 


AVERAGE  MONTHLY 
ENROLMENT. 


762 
1,191 

530 
1,132 

1,120 

956 

1  222 

i  ¡001 

2,283 

1,851 

2,575 

455 

2,347 

916 

540 

570 

597 

2,435 

374 

796 

1,310 

1,870 

1,181 

028 

042 


23 


24 


34 
302 


64 
30 
503 


40,162  3,057  43,819 


780 

1,191 

504 

1,434 

1,120 

970 

1,238 

1,001 

2,347 

1,881 

3,078 

455 

2,383 

941 

540 

570 

597 

2,982 

374 

838 

1,310 

1,930 

1,181 

028 

699 


5  <¿ 

°  be 


U    O 

O  'A 


PER  CEST  OF 
EACH  RACE  AND  8EX  OS 


School 


09  31  50  50 


Enrollment, 


9  40 


1.622 
1.304 
1.034 
1.043 

755 

3.197 

2.060 

6.937 

837 

2.569 

2,244 

058 

371 

584 

970 

783 

822 

4.809 

881 


34,140 


123 

89 


320 

27 

123 


1.745 

1.453 

1.034 

1.043 

755 

3.517 

2,937 

7.060 

837 

2,964 

2.244 

058 

371 

030 

1.020 

783 

822 

5.771 

881 


2.385  30,525 


28  55  4.5  50  50  03  37  5149 


31 


91 

293 

540 

476 

460 

1,075 

1,418 

424 

323 

360 

662 

455 

1,310 

3,043 


403 


917 

309 

540 

476 

460 

1,132 

1,418 

424 

323 

360 

602 

455 

1,713 

3,043 


48 

58 

51 

35 

49 

30 

48 

55 

50 

75 

50 

02 

51 

74 

49 

67 

49 

74 

52 

80 

50 

64 

49 

49 

55 

02 

50 

76 

]  42  52 

>  65  52 
)  70  01 

>  45  55 
)  25  56 
>■  38  53 
1  26  52 


TABLE  4.— (continued). 
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Province  of 

Pinar  del  Rio: 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños. 
San  Juan  y  Martinez.... 

San  Luis 

¡Vinales 

TOTAL 


Province  of  Matanzas 

Agramonte 

Alacranes 

Bolondrón 

Cabezas 

Cárdenas...  {^¿¿p^;; 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamacaro 

Jagüey  Grande 

Jovellanos 

Macagua :... 

Martí 

Matanzas ... {¿j^Ycip'al'. 

Máximo  Gomez 

Palmillas 

Perico 

Pedro  Betancourt 

S.  del  Eneomendador 

San  José  de  los  Ramos.... 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes . 

TOTAL ... 


2,053 

911 

5,562 

2,888 
6,849 


64,656 


O  oí 


2,408 
2,551 
2,918 
1,937 
7,337 
1,741 
1,057 
4,118 
1,981 
2,158 
2,427 
1,823 
2,913 

11,903 
4.016 
1.275 
3.076 

'  1.740 
3:227 
1.676 
2.355 
1.034 
1.798 


67.469 


13 


37 


AVERAGE  MONTHLY 
ENROLLMENT. 


591 
257 
871 
889 
752 


15,116 


494 


591 
275 
871 

889 

752 


15,610 


a  ,2 

o  o 

So 


Gr5 

«  ft 


PER  CENT  OF 
EACH  RACE  AND  SEX' ON 


School 
population. 


73  27 


50 


Enrollment. 


65 


35 


12  33 


703 

1.103 

1.050 

499 

2.86.1 

519 

452 

2.024 

574 

1.000 

778 

561 

1.068 

7.051 

1.096 

641 

1,027 

948 

1.073 

688 

868 

496 

1.200 


1.068 
100 

28 
78 
53 
25 
192 


30 

818 


40 
101 


25 


748 

1.162 

1.130 

499 

3.929 

619 

480 

2.102 

627 

1.025 

970 

561 

1.098 

7.869 

1.096 

641 

1.027 

977 

1.073 

728 

969 

496 

1.225 


28,280  2,771  31,051   46  58  42  49  51  55  45  50  50 


RECAPITUI,  ATION . 


PROVINCES. 


o 

O).. 

¿ 

ft' 

3 

a 

ti  ' 

o 

ñ 

o 

ft 

o 
ft 

03 

sá 

o 
o 

Is 

Orí 

O 

ro 

ftg 

O 

n  0J 

tí 

o 

o 

EH 

O  3 

u  O 

127.689 

20 

30 

34.137 

3 

39 

127.089 

12 

36 

131.888 

9 

40 

64.656 

13 

37 

67.469 

12 

33 

552.928 

10 

35 

AVERAGE 
MONTHLY  ENROLLMENT. 


o   tí 

«ft 
u  o 

$  ft 

Ph 


PER  CENT  OF 
EACH  RACE  AND  SEX  ON 


School* 
population. 


Enrollment. 


Havana 

Puerto  Principe... 

Santa  Clara... 

Santiago  do  Cuba 

Pinar  del  Rio 

Matanzas 

Total.... 


40.760 
9.845 
40.162 
34.140 
15.116 
28.280 


14,290 

736 

3,657 

2,385 

494 

2 '771 


55,050 
10,581 
43,819 
36,525 
15,610 
31,051 


168.303 


24,333 


192,636 


64 


36 


52 


4S 


1S4 

Notes  on  Table  4- — The  average  monthly  enrollment  for  the 
entire  Island  was  168,303  in  the  public  schools  and  24,333  in  the 
private  schools,  making  a  total  enrollment  in  public  and  private 
schools  of  192,636.  This  is  35  per  cent  of  the  total  population 
of  school  age.  In  the  Province  of  Pinar  del  Bio  but  25  per  cent 
of  the  total  population  of  school  age  were  enrolled  monthly,  this 
percentage  being  least  in  this  province.  In  the  Province  of  Ma- 
tanzas, where  this  percentage  was  greatest  46  per  cent  of  the 
total  population  were  enrolled  monthly.  The  school  population 
per  square  mile  is  practically  the  same  in  these  two  provinces 
but  the  means  of  communication  in  Pinar  del  Bio  are  not  nearly 
so  good  as  in  Matanzas.  Puerto  Principe,  with  a  rural  school 
population  of  but  3  per  square  mile,  has  31  per  cent  of  the  total 
population  of  school  age  enrolled  in  the  schools.  In  this  province 
hove  ver,  nearly  all  the  schools  are  located  in  the  cities,  towns 
and  villages,  In  the  Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  where  the 
rural  school  population  is  9  per  square  mile  and  where  there  are 
many  rural  schools,  28  per  cent  of  the  population  of  school  age 
were  enrolled.  35  per  cent  of  the  total  population  of  the  Island 
are  of  school  age  (from  6  to  18  inclusive).  This  is  a  higher  per- 
centage than  is  found  in  most  countries.  The  observations  made 
on  Table  3  referring  to  the  difficulty  of  securing  the  attendance 
of  pupils  over  14  years  of  age,  apply  equally  well  to  the  enrollment 
of  such  pupils.  Of  the  total  school  population,  68  per  cent  are 
white  and  32  per  cent  are  colored,  the  whites  being  more  than 
double  the  colored.  The  number  of  boys  is  practically  equal  to  the 
number  of  girls.  The  greatest  percentage  of  colored  is  in  the 
Province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  where  nearly  one  half  of  the  school 
population  is  colored,  and  the  smallest  such  percentage  is  in  the 
Province  of  Puerto  Principe,  where  but  one  fifth  of  the  school 
population  is  colored.  Of  the  monthly  enrollment,  64  per  cent 
were  white  and  36  per  cent  colored.  These  percentages,  compared 
with  the  percentages  of  the  total  school  population  that  are  white 
and  colored,  show  that  a  larger  percentage  of  the  total  colored 
school  population  was  enrolled  in  the  schools  than  of  the  total 
white  school  population.  The  same  comparison  made  of  boys 
and  girls  will  show  a  better  enrollment  of  boys  of  school  age  than 
of  girls.  This  table  contains  the  average  monthly  enrollment 
and  should  not  be  confused  with  the  table  which  gives  the 
total  enrollment  for  the  school  year.  In  the  column  giving  the 
school  population  per  square  mile  are  included  only  the  Munici- 
pal Districts,  the  cities  being  omitted*  In  the  column  giving  the 
percentage  enrolled  with  reference  to  the  school  population  are 
included  both  public  and  private  schools. 
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Table  5. — Showing  per  cent  of  Average  _ 

Daily  Attendance, 

ete. 

PROVINCES. 

MONTHS. 

Average 

daily 
attendance. 

P-l            CO 

(September  1901 

34,929 

38,409 
40,778 
39,857 
40,413 
43,481 
42,884 
43,487 
42,340 

26,255 
29,156 
31,212 
31,469 
31,647 
33,896 
33,574 
33,330 
32,522 

75' 16 

October          ,, 

75'  Y> 

November      ,,   

76' 56 

December       ,,   

78' 95 

Havana 

^  January        1902 

78' 30 

77' 95 

February        ,,   

March             ,,   

78' 29 

April               ,,   

76'  64 

May                ,,   

76' 81 

Santiago  de  Cuba.. 


1 

September   1901 

7,592 

8,266 

8,885 

9,342 

9,790 

10,267 

10,595 

10,668 

10,688 

6.423 

6,984 
7,404 
7,708 
8,278 
8,601 
8,926 
9,073 
8,881 

84' 60 

October           ,,   

84' 4  8 

November      , 

83' 33 

December       ,,   

82 '50 

Puerto  Principe 

84' 55 
83'  77 

February        ,, 

March             ,, 

84'  24 

Auril               ,,   

84' 11 

[May                ,, 

83' 09 

(September  1901 

34,366 
39,590 

41,128 
40,474 
39,848 
40,910 
41.756 
42,700 
41,500 

25,641 
29,574 
30,675 
31,307 
31,133 
30,766 
32,155 
32,791 
31,388 

74' 61 

October          ,,   

74' 70 

November      ,,    

74' 58 

December       ,,   

77' 35 

Santa.  Clara 

{  January        1902 

78' 12 

February        ,,    

75' 20 

March             ,,    

77' 00 

April                ,, 

76'  79 

1  Mav                 ,, 

78' 14 

September   1901... 
October  ,,    .. 

November  ,,  .. 
December  ,,  .. 
January 
February 
M  arch 
April 
I  May 


1902.. 


26,577 
30,921 
33,579 
33,171 
34,666 
35,409 
35.644 
35,594 
35,700 


20,799 
24,201 
26,390 
26,765 
26,876 
27  602 
27^139 
27,456 
27,139 


78' 25 
78' 26 
78' 59 
80' 68 
77' 52 
77' 95 
76' 13» 
77' 13 
76' 01 


'September   1901 

October          ,,   

10,298 
12,233 
12,772 
12,937 
13,990 
14,930 
15,555 
15,731 
15,617 

7,844 
9,567 
10,163 
10,000 
10,691 
11,914 
12,493 
12,209 
12,366 

76' 19 
78' 20 

November      ,,   

79' 57 

December       ,, 

77' 29 

Pinar  del  Rro 

■{January        1902 

76' 41 

February        ,,    

79'  79 

March             ,,-  ....» 

80' 31 

April                ,,    

78' 23 

[May                 ,,    

79' 18 

September   1901 

24,223 
27,747 
28,650 
26,480 
27.623 
28,061 
28,764 
28.557 
28,277 

is,  515 

20,640 

21,917 

21,934 

21,557 

22,575 

22,610    . 

22,654 

22,153 

76'  4  3 

October           ,,    

74 '38 

November      ,,   

76' 49 

Matanzas •. 

December      

<  January        1902 

February        ,-,    

82' 83 
78' 04 
80' 44 

March              ,,    

78' 60 

April                ,,    

79' 32 

|May                 ,,    

78' 34 

: 
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RECAPITULATION. 


MONTHS. 


2  fl 


The  Island  . 


September  1901, 

October  „   , 

November  ,,   , 

December  ,,   , 

January  1902. 

February  , ,   , 

March  ,,   , 

April      '  ,,   , 

May  „    . 


137,985 
157,166 
165,792 
162,261 
166,330 
173,058 
175,198 
176,737 
174,122 


105,477 
120,122 
127,761 
129,183 
130,182 
135,354 
136,897 
137,513 
134,449 


76' 44 
76' 43 
77' 06 
79' 61 
78'26 
78' 21 
78' 14 
77'80 
77'21 


Notes  on  Tables  5. — The  enrollment  in  the  entire  Island  for  the 
month  of  September  was  137,985.  September  was  the  first  month 
of  the  school  year  and  it  is  not  known  how  many  of  the  above 
number  were  enrolled  on  the  first  day  of  school,  September   9th. 

In  October  the  enrollment  was  19, 181  more  than  in  September. 
In  November  it  had  further  increased  to  165,792,  or  8,626  more 
than  in  October.  In  December,  the  enrollment  fell  off  and  was 
3,531  less  than  in  November.  In  January  it  increased  to  4,069 
more  than  in  December.  In  February,  March  and  April  there 
was  a  steady  increase  which  reached  a  maximum  in  the  latter 
.month  of  176,737,  or  3,679  more  than  in  February.  In  May,  the 
last  month  of  the  school  year,  there  was  a  slight  falling  off  in  the 
enrollment  of  2,615.  There  was  a  steady  increase  in  the  average 
daily  attendance  from  105,477  in  September  to  137,513  in  April. 
In  the  month  of  May  the  attendance  fell  off  3,064.  In  October 
the  attendance  increased,  14,645;  in  November,  7,639;  in 
December,  1,422;  in  January,  999;  in.  February,  5,172;  in  March, 
1,543;  in  April  616.  The  percentage  of  daily  attendance  on  the 
monthly  enrollment  was  practically  the  same  in  September, 
October  and  November  and  reached  the  maximum  of  80  in  round 
numbers  in  December.  In  January,  February  and  March  it  was 
a  trifle  less  than  in  December  but  practically  the  same  in  each 
month.  In  April  and  May  there  was  another  slight  decline  in 
this  average.  The  highest  percentage  in  daily  attendance  was  in 
the  Province  of  Puerto  Principe  where  it  reached  85  in  the 
month  of  January,  and  the  lowest  was  in  the  Province  of  Matan- 
zas in  the  month  of  October  when  it  fell  to  74. 
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Table  6.- 


-Showing  Number  of  Children  in  each  Branch  of  Study, 


Province  of  Havana: 

Aguacate 

Aiquízar 

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

Bauta 

Bejucal 

Cano 

Catalina 

Ceiba  del  Agua.._ 

Guanabacoa.{^al;-;; 

Guara 

Güines 

Güira  de  Melena 

Havana 

Isla  de  Pinos 

Jaruco  

Madruga 

Managua 

Marianao 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz 

Quivicán 

Regla , 

Salud 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas... 
S.  Antonio  de  los  Baños 
S.  Antonio  de  las  Vegas 

San  Felipe 

San  José  de  las  Lajas... 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte... 
Sta.  María  del  Rosario. 
Vereda  Nueva 

TOTAL 


Province  op 
•Puerto  Principe: 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nuevitas 

Pto.  Príncipe!^;; 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

TOTAL 

Province  op 
Santa  Clara: 

Abreus 

Caibarión 

Calabazar 

Camajuaní 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

Cienfucgo?....{gtya-i: 

Cifuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 


343 

882 
198 

1,137 
856 
703 
645 
831 
393 

2,494 
599 
104 

1,406 

1,593 

25,276 

426 

42 

782 

120 

1,590 
674 

1,598 
466 

2.951 
340 

1,932 

1,722 
-333 
592 

1,084 
896 
199 
331 
289 


53,327 


386 
882 
245 

1,716 
697 
729 
680 
834 
622 

3,156 
822 
408 

2,417 

1,728 

28,964 

368 

589 

1,069 
176 

1,879 
616 

1,399 
466 

3,090 
332 

2,120 

2,076 
373 
644 

1,040 

1,057 
425 
506 
398 


62,909 


367 
287 
250 

1,608 
781 
682 
680 
795 
330 

3,464 
761 
276 

2,291 

1,960 
28,789 
345 
589 
895 
233 

1,786 
607 

1,343 
466 

3,045 
294 

2,028 

1,661 
373 
551 
911 

1,020 
233 
537 
231 


60,469 


604 

882 
183 

1,721 
658 
696 
663 
761 
433 

3,543 
839 
408 

2,505 

2,058 

29,133 

382 

589 

1,110 
233 

1,802 
691 

1,28.0 
417 

3,090 
221 

1,911 

1,987 
375 
644 

1,019 
912 
328 
482 
288 


62,848 


214 
189 
142 
978 
271 
331 
490 
399 
105 

2,135 
610 
181 

1,326 

1,022 
24,842 
155 
240 
875 
140 

1,082 
299 
631 
"183 

3,021 
127 

1,534 
915 
309 
637 
649 
426 
145 
313 
'  363 


45,279 


160 
215 
157 
858 
168 
361 
374 
382 
182 

2,072 
465 
149 

1,200 
836 
20,458 
166 
240 
653 
148 
935 
221 
655 
161 

2,822 
104 

1,225 
855 
183 

.  345 
635 
341 
137 
327 
335 


38,525 


38 


237 

410 

200 

6 

1,979 
568 


1,029 
24'592 


502 


267 

1,897 

85 

1,529 


180 

542 
521 


34,591 


83 

301 

70 

1,064 

220 

314 

121 

143 

4 

3,642 

477 

339 

1,369 

501 

23,906 

20 

156 

894 

212 

939 

142 

397 

87 

1,823 

71 

1,321 

699 

205 

524 

435 


52 

177 

69 


871 

805 

1,588 

1,804 

700 

937 

3,583 

5,336 

1,233 

1,231 

867 

874 

863 
1,804 

896 
5,963 
1,173 

788 


11,487 


893 
1,757 

944 
6,038 
1,160 

749 


11,541 


399 
712 

550 

4,874 

685 

529 


7,749 


464 

607 

383 

4,663 

800 

475 


7,392 


114 


360 

500 

162 

3,790 

553 

129 


5,494 


405 
433 
321 
3,038 
168 
190 


4,555 


72 

44 

1,532 

80 

20 


1,748 


37 

149 

11 

387 

38 

168 
426 
150 

67 
362 

399 

89 

3,208 
639 

633 
307 

8,799 
17 

1,172 
1,298 
25,434 

638 

338 
144 

1,312 

162 

838 
22 

987 
80 

599 

99 

1,956 

50 

108 

40 

53 

172 
644 
798 

32 

19 

37,760 


312 

1,009 
163 

2,847 
171 
12 


4,514 


878 

827 

846 

790 

446 

403 

290 

306 

25 

600 

1,500 

1,000 

800 

700 

800 

650 

300 

300 

1,036 

1,195 

1,209 

1,181 

399 

417 

4 

533 

276 

44 

600 

1,497 

1,302 

374 

1,342 
461 

204 

182 

112 

27 

428 

495 

1.69 

229 

12Ó 

"  183 

57 

•1,174 

841 

672 

891 

207 

133 

98 

486 

2 

5,438 

7,054 

6,918 

6,860 

5,390 

4,596 

1052 

4,819 

4,594 

2,966 

2,542 

2,812 

2,601 

2,816 

1,862 

1,466 

178 

1,823 

1,656 

784 

889 

959 
1,303 

876 
1,457 

639 
1,414 

280 
1,256 

280 
963 

61 
1,124 

55 
453 

640 

952 

717 

734 

752 

630 

602 

429 

349 

86 

481 

867 

890 

1,056 

548 

339 

209 

310 

306 

1,830 

1,774 

1,637 

1,638 

884 

1,023 

562 

797 

462 

600 

480 


333 

'3,956 

1,353 

59 

944 

56 

555 


1.88 

TABLE  6 

.—(CONTINUED.) 

So 
o 

O 

bh 
cá 

bh 

6 

§ 

So 

3 

OJO 

P 
pq 

6 

u 
0 

5 

bh 

p 

bh 

'So 

Province 

of  Santa  Clara: 

Quemado  ele  Güines 

l.OSr 

li45f 
65C 

2,57" 

2,609 

4,339 

482 

2,026 

522 

741 

811 

414 

2,360 

224 

352 

1,117 

2,755 

1,676 

533 

859 

1,131 

1,455 

501 

2,905 

2,674 

4,382 

493 

3,33f 

83í 

741 

687 

659 

2,58ír 

298 

554 

1,529 

2.701 

1,676 

734 

996 

755 
1,433 

372 

2,750 

2,677 

4,263 

512 

3,865 

1,054 

437 

01  4 

645 

2,585 

270 

525 

1,456 

2,728 

1,446 

611 

948 

i,ior 

1,430 

884 

2,800 

2,684 

4,288 

520 

4,139 

1,081 

730 

574 

738 

2,585 

270 

689 

1,597 

2,721 

1,597 

620 

91.9 

678 

349 

613 

2,000 

1,952 

2,233 
209 

2,207 
530 
279 
225 
285 

1,968 
209 
320 
523 

1,955 
958 
416 
624 

604 
32Í 

42f 

2,060 

1,614 

1,912 

200 

2,155 

564 

169 

232 

184 

1,469 

159 

265 

524 

1,378 

1,246 

306 

458 

575 

188 

425 

1,901 

1,553 

1,708 

870 
320 
158 

63 

163 

1,860 

45 
208 

G7 

1,158 

625 

402 

884 

23.184 

27< 

2:j 

67 

70í 

479 

835 

84 

1.248 

20( 

""l88 

Kanclio  Veloz 

Ranehuelo 

Remedios 

""50 

1088 

'"35 

2,700 

1,718 

904 

134 

2,055 

429 

2,500 
1,432 

776 

126 

2,897 

596 

Rodas 

Sagua  la            /City 

Grande \  M  opal. 

SanctiSpiritus^y^; 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

S.  Fndo.  de  Camarones 
San  Juan  de  los  Yeras.. 

184 

225 

1,034 

91 

208 

100 
82 
401 

""iii 

SaiitaClara {ü&: 

Sta.  Isabel  de  las  Lajas. 
Santo  Domingo 

649 

87 
377 

77 
137 
567 

Trinidad             /City,... 
irmiaaa |Mcpal. 

Vueltas 

114 

1,178 

615 

278 

429 

Yaguajay 

TOTAL. 

44,788 

52.739 

50,480 

52,442 

31,480 

27,504 

9591 

21.578 

12,062 

ix:-<(in 

Province  of 

Santiago  de  Cuba: 

1,798 
1,133 
1,010 

1,637 

1,548 

1,071 

1,157 

701 

4,197 

3,459 

8,797 

979 

4,164 

2,875 

669 

384 

600 

778 

805 

1,026 

7,571 

955 

1,446 
1,158 
1,231 

1,157 
Gil 

4,197 

3,566 

5,629 

800 

4,152 

2,526 

747 

460 

580 

738 

781 

1,006 

7,571 

1,013 

1,278 

1,037 

1,034 

1,157 

525 

4,197 

3,679 

5,4.32 

979 

4,133 

2,357 

621 

434 

563 

700 

737 

1,002 

7,542 

1,062 

601 

713 

1,038 

1,157 

449 

1,094 

2,789 

2,495 

500 

3,652 

1,321 

409 

175 

293 

282 

432 

549 

6,007 

806 

531 
623 

1,205 

1,157 

464 

1,154 

2,517 

2,155 

500 

3,512 

1,565 

373 

199 

326 

274 

469 

567 

5,507 

439 

301 

380 
366 

191 
332 
53G 

103 

11 

137 

1,186 

368 
1,093 

Bayamo ...   . 

Campe  chuela 

Caney 

Cobre 

617 

4,197 

3,514 

9,053 

979 

3,839 

2,556 

812 

251 

601 

831 

417 

806 

7,010 

999 

140 

499 

2,060 

71.5 

100 

3,562 

1,268 

423 

339 

99 

92 

99 

Gibara 

""4 

716 
2,561 

1,272 

230 

1,285 
307 

4,197 
2  910 

Guantón  amo 

Holguín 

Jiguani 

4,617 

MímzMiill° {m&¿: 

35 

206 

1,217 

194 

151 

184 

585 

3,432 
2,333 

Mayarí 

105 

83 

172 
144 

Niquero 

91 

Palma  Soriano 

- 187 

Puerto  Padre; 

136 

Sagua  de  Tánamo 

2566 

855 

545 

5,800 

San  Luis 

565 

6,376 

269 

1 7  ñfífí 

171 

2,347 
260 

508 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

5  228 

Songo 

TOTAL 

40  423 

49  Q7ñ 

39,369 

38,469 

24,822 

23  537 

ofiftt 

14  948 

5  940 

96  asa 

Province  of 
Pinar  del  Rio: 

Artemisa 

1,501 
183 
487 
294 
346 
789 
910 
87 
237 
4.07 
671 
673 
1,446 
3,031 
608 
289 
262 
681 
685 

13,587 

1,684 
294 
757 
354 
290 

1,778 
921 
298 
271 
407 
721 
634 

1,539 

3.021 
608 
288 
511 
860 
708 

1,516 

180 

350 

281 

276 

1,422 

1,147 

145 

273 

309 

593 

492 

1,249 

2,631 

541 

288 

421 

828 

605 

1,727 

154 

757 

356 

223 

1,778 

1,279 

125 

272 

271 

721 

554 

1,341 

2,781 

524 

288 

1,023 

931 

620 

1,276 

46 
475 
131 

70 

702 

1,119 

37 
125 
294 
689 
160 
810 
1.914 
278 
224 
393 
44G 

99 

1,157 

64 

207 

175 

53 

642 

805 

91 

145 

294 

4.40 

196 

869 

1,935 

331 

165 

273 

388 

381 

20 

1,348 

35 

405 

1,459 

50 

356 

144 

129 

30 

206 

68 

1,590 

Bahía  Honda 

125 

7 

17 
421 
671 

41 

201 

188 

934. 

Guan  aj  ay 

685 

1,008 

Guayabal 

224 

52 
155 
721 
234 
669 
896 
384 

4.0 
34 
538 

147 

Mariel 

407 

721 

Pinar  del  Iüo..{m^;-]; 
San  Cristóbal 

251 

75 
54 

1,690 
504 

3,381 

4.66 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños 
San  Juan  y  Martinez... 

291 

181 

71 

Vinales 

102 

4 

52 

TOTAL 

15,854 

13,547 

15,725 

9,288 

8,611 

27 

5,824 

6,348 

:  i,8i8 

8,465 

TABLE  6.— -(continued). 
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PROVINCE 

or  Matanzas. 

Agramonte 

Alacranes 

jjolondrón  

Cabezas 

Cardenas.{g*y^p^ 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamacaro 

Jagüey  Grande 

jovellanos 

ífiacagua 

Martí .. 

Matanzas..  {  MuIücipaT 

Máximo  Gómez 

palmillas 

Perico 

Pedro  Betaneourt 

S.  del  Encomendador. 
San  José  de  los  Ramos. 

'Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 

TOTAL 


G57 
1,583 
1,351 

580 
2,859 

794 

350 
2,961 

409 

768 
1,582 

333 
1,026 
10,582 

978 

612 
1,257 
1,068 
1,479 

752 
1,385 

328 
1,373 


856 
1,826 
1,438 

738 
5,586 

800 

258 
3,076 

643 
1,063 
3,582 

522 

675 
10,752 
1,055 

804 
1,243 
1,171 
1,616 

846 
1,024 

320 
1,300 


1,647 

1,340 
649 

5,631 
783 
378 

3,021 
328 

1,040 

1,444 

536 

705 

11,719 

1,021 
728 
999 
96" 

1,543 
746 

1,098 
428 

1,373 


972 

1,802 

1,355 
738 

5,631 
783 
305 

3,540 
610: 
851 

1,261 
725 
685 
11,929 
973 
823 

1,229 

1,163 

1,546 
783 

1,055 
542 

1,373 


35,067  39,194  38,949  40,680  29,427  26,466 


582 

1.022 

1.236 

242 

4,354 

66 

178 

2,005 

328 

419 

(576 

357 

263 

10,977 

795 

489 

910 

671 

1,391 

586 

798 

167 

915 


384 
877 

1,099 
242 

3,742 

66 

175 

1,892 
570 
341 
824 
345 
264 

9,702 
747 
390 
897 
612 

1,546 
249 
512 
193 
797 


1,138 
232 


1.573 
309 


882 
320 


386 
871 


1,437 
513 
967 


61  10,182  21,840 


181 
612 

1,206 
561 

2,190 


1,375 

495 
332 

542 

361 

214 

8,885 

448 

248 

610 

1,074 

1,233 


353 
135 

985 


119 

493 

320 

31 


1,074 
125 
131 
106 
138 
59 

4,712 
125 
161 
111 
283 
709 


59 
419 


RECAPITULATION. 


PROVINCES. 

o, 

'Oí) 

O 

O 

tí 

oh 

d 
< 

ci 

bí) 
O 

cá 

9 

ai 

yi 

O 

.O. 
& 

O 
te 

3 

th 
Q 

oh 
■9 

ft 

Cu 
03 

d 
'So 

Havana  

53,327 

62,909 

10,987 

60,469 

11,487 

62,848 

45,279 

38,525 

1  754 

34,591 

38,777 

14,921 

37,760 

Puerto  Principe.... 

8,842 

11,541 

7,749 

7,392 

114 

5,494 

4,555 

1,748 

4,514 

Santa  Clara 

44,788 
40,423 

52,739 

50,480 
39,369 

52,442 

31,480 

27,504 

2  521 

21,578 

23,184 

12,062 

18,360 

Santiago  de  Cuba.. 

42,973 

38,469 

24,822 

23,537 

2,605 

14,248 

17,566 

5,940 

26,333 

Pinar  del  Rio 

13,587 

15,854 

13,547 

15,725 

9,288 

8,611 

27 

5,824 

6,348 

1,818 

8,465 

Matanzas 

35,067 

39,194 

38,949 

40,680 

29,427 

26,466 

61 

10,182 

21,840 

9,175 

11,674 

Total 

196,034 

224.656 

214,301 

221,705 

148,045 

132,035 

7,082 

91,917 

112,270 

45,664 

107,106 

Notes  on  Table  6. —  The  Course  of  Studies  was  prepared  and 
published  too  late  in  the  year  to  attempt  its  introduction  and  the 
grading  of  the  schools  before  the  close  of  the  school  term.  Before 
the  publication  of  the  Course  of  Studies,  teachers  were  guided  by 
their  individual  ideas  in  determining  the  branches  of  study  that 
each  child  should  be  taught.  There,  naturally,  resulted  a  lack  of 
uniformity  throughout  the  Island  and  hence  the  apparent  incon- 
sistency of  this  Table. 
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TABLE 


7. — Showing  Total  Payments,  made  during  the  year,  accord 


Teachers. 

Janitors. 

Secretaries. 

Truant  officers, 

Other 
employees. 

Province  of  Pinar  del  Uto. 
Artemisa 

10,901.67 
2,710.33 
4,770.00 

4,416.00 
4,610.00 
12,095.65 
13,203.90 
1.980.00 
2,844.84 
405.00 
2,264,66 
5,783.33 
3,280.00 
18,853.00 
31,736.58 
6,440.00 
2,901.50 
600.00 
6,616.32 
7,465.00 
5,250.00 

1,030.50 

188.41 

414,00 

494.00 

856.32 

1,360.57 

1,204.75 

207.00 

287.14 

20.00 

259.36 

453.15 

343.50 

1.989.00 

2, 768. 08 

389.00 

211.14 

(JO.  00 

276.00 

779.00 

544.00 

616.66 
270.00 
440.00 
448.66 
529.17 
595.83 
476.65 
150.00 
429.10 

276.00 
66.00 
134.00 
260.00 
190.00 
266.00 
200.00 
114.00 
126.00 

72  00 

Bahía  Honda 

20.00 

48.00 
66.00 
24  00 

Cabanas 

Candelaria, 

Con  sol  ación  (1  el  Norte 

Consolación  del  Sur 

72  ()() 

Guanajav 

72  00 

(inane 

Guayabal 

30  00 

Julián  Díaz 

Mantua 

358.80 

450.00 
471.00 
872.18 
591.66 
512.50 
266.00 

26.00 
202.00 
212.00 

844.99 
230.00 
250.00 
267.84 

Mariel 

24  00 

Palacios 

Pinar  del  Kio....bvg,^c,^i.;... 
San  Cristóbal 

818.00 

264,00 

24.00 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños 

San  Diego  de  Núñez 

605.00 
508.50 
285.00 

274.00 

244.00 

20.00 

72.00 

San  Luís..'. 

Vinales ; 

96.00 

Total  

149,127.28 

13,584.92 

8,876.21 

4,202.83 

1 ,208  00 

Teachers. 

Janitors. 

Secretaries. 

Truant  officers. 

Other 

employees 

Province  of  Havana. 
Aguacate 

6,000.00 

6,780.00 

4,980.00 

14,082.00 

10,556.00 

11,480.00 

6,798.00 

6,619.99 

6,342.00 

25,877.99 

8,661.66 

4,726.56 

29,656.66 

20,337.00 

256,620.12 

4,906.67 

6,660.78 

8,423.33 

2,758.33 

15,588.33 

6,386.44 

13,610.00 

5,003.65 

20,430.28 

5,310.00 

18,740.00 

19,010.00 

5,312.00 

7,200.00 

10,708.32 

16,054.18 

4,220.00 

4,580.00 

800.00 

4,180.00 

586.00 

668.00 

503.50 

1,324.00 

1,098.00 

1,201.30 

652.00 

803.49 

735.00 

2,426.16 

856.25  ■ 

444.50  , 

2,731.88 

1,903.50 

16,716.07 

657.50 

579.50 

910.50 

244.00 

1,767.50 

698.50 

1,436.50 

497.99 

2,058.00 

517.50 

1,657.00 

1,669.00 

504.00 

910.50 

1,002.00 

1,715.50 

470.88 

295.00 

83.00 

344.50 

568.33 
600.00 
540.00 
644.00 
700.00 
652.08 
606.00 
633.33 
520.00 

1,003.30 

.     707.42 

425.76 

562.50 

604.16 

1,500.00 
675.00 
518.20 
812.50 
454.07 
650.00 
560.00 
640.00 
540.83 

1,016.63 
531.61 
745.00 
787.50' 
520.00 
480.00 
725.00 
697.50 
554.23 
550.00 
140.00 
513.13 

302.00 
328.00 
128.00 
250.00 
244.00 
150.00 
164,00 
236.00 
126.00 
1,105,00 
302.00 
216.00 
158.00 
276.00 
1,928.33 

56.00 
278.00 
244.00 
320.00 
224.00 

96.00 
356.00 
276.00 
522.17 
318.00 
352.00 
346.00 
161,00 
276.00 
314.00 
846.00 
166.00 
224.00 

50.00 
174.00 

Al  qui  zar 

40. 00 

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

48.00 

Bauta 

24,00 

Bejucal 

24.00 

Cano 

24.00 

Catalina 

66.00 

Ceiba  del  Agua 

20.00 

464.67 

Guanabacoa {  mSiící¿¿Í;: 

Guara ..      

48.00 

Güines 

78.00 

Güira  de  Melena 

48.00 

Havana 

10,289.19 

Isla  de  Pinos 

«Taraco 

22.00 

Madruga 

14.00 

Managua 

Marianao 

38.00 

Melena  del  Sur 

24.00 

Nueva  Paz 

24.00 

Quivicán 

Kegla 

54.00 

Salud .... 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

San  Antonio  de  los  Baños 

48.00 
52.00 

San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas 

30.00 

San  Felipe 

8.00 

San  José  de  las  Lajas 

24.00 

San  Nicolas 

28.00 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte 

24.00 

Santa  María  del  Rosario 

36.00 

Tapaste 

Vereda  Nueva 

24.00 

Total. 

599,395.24 

50,662.92 

22,378.24 

11,015.50 

11,623.86 
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f)%g  to  Statements  rendered  by  the  Secretaries  of  Boards  of  Education. 


Rental. 

Material. 

Water. 

Postage. 

Repairs  and 
other  expenses. 

Total 
expenditures. 

Total  amount 
appropiated. 

1,628.70 
211.68 

79.70 
36.90 
48.75 
83.00 
43.04 
30.24 
227.50 
9.00 
73.55 

18.75 
12.40 
69.76 
31.00 

15.00 

80.00 
3.00    . 

14,718.98 

3,524.72 

6.371.27 

6,184.66 

6,753.53 

16,235.29 

17,166.30 

3,023.60 

4,313.41 

489.00 

3,467.27 

7,586.28 

5,031.00 

27,224.01 

40,819.05 

8,936.29 

4,073.96 

712.00 

9,127.07 

10,988.90 

7,206.00 

14,814.62 
3  784  89 

444.00 

2.76 
12.00 

6  456  95 

270.00 
1,001.00' 
1,795.00 
1,556.00 

560.00 

104.00 

¿208.00 

6,864,54. 
17,023.68 
17,844.00 

3,242.80 

4,389.82 

526  00 

20.00 
6.00 
3.60 

11.40 

145.50 

74  00 

481.88 

30.00 

64.00 

309.00 
483.41 

628.00 

147.55 
87.19 
85.50 

72.45 
509.75 
12.75 
22.26 

68.00 
'       54.00 

18.40 
6.80 
11.00 
14.30 
8.00 
18.44 
16.56 

3.6.00 

42.40 

3,717.23 

7,737.79 

5,203.00 

27,715.72 

42,146.13 

9,127.79 

4.086.66 

983  00 

3,857.65. 
4,685.98 

303.19 

99.25 
25.00 
19.60 

91.26 

1,300.00 
276.00 
52.00 

20.00 
21.40 

1,082.03 

1,874.50 

916.00 

24.17 
42.00 
22.00 

13.50 
14.40 
40.00 

15.00 

26.50 
8.00 

149.05 
35.00 
25.00 

9,945.68 

11,423.00 

7,376.00 

23,476.83 

1,657.30 

811.90 

213.76 

793.50 

203,952.59 

210,617.30 

Rental. 

Material. 

Water. 

Postage. 

Repairs  and 
other  expenses. 

Total 
expenditures. 

Total  amount 
appropriated. 

835.00 

91.35 

48.95 
216.10 

85.37 
131,00 

14.13 

106.50 

•  111.80 

165.95 

212.97 

235.02 

101.79 

110.01 

561.90 

2,579.36 

■     137.67 

66.69 
1.92.89 

68.50 
280.46 

80.90 
524.34 

24.20 
131.25 

21.00 
298.70 
210.35 

72.35 

56.50 
167.70 
325.55 

12.40 

15.00 
43.60 

4.00 
6.00 

8,401.68 
9,012.02 

7,613.60 

19,087.37 

14,290.55 

14,686.33 

9,274.50 

9,850.92 

8,955.95 

36,369.45 

'  12,673.76 

6,738.11 

39,458.55 

28,101.76 

340,491.27 

7.341.84 

9.493.21 

12,044.29 

4.334.20 

22,364.99 

8,469.84 

18,363.28 

6,512.67 

26,929.12 

7,902,03 

25,572.95 

25,749.10 

7,794.66 

10,020.40 

14,416.22 

■   21.  «08.48 

6,195.56 

6,507.50 

1,289.16 

6,475.93 

8  409  68 

420.00 
1,246.00 

82.47 

9,213.97 
7  711  53 

2,654.00 

1,462.80 

19,209.00 
14  764  20 

8.75 
14.12 
13.00 
15.41 
4.00 
3.00 
10.00 
21.00 
16.68 
44.50  ' 

66.00 

moo'" 

34.90 
40.00 

77.89 
3.00 

1,087.50 

766.00 

1,330.00 

63.20 
126.00 

15,284,54 
9,588.00 

10,165.41 
8,955.95 

37,518.45 

13,297.73 
6  877.15 

1,003.00 

5,189.17 

1,823.00 

720.00 

9.30 
27.41 
82.50 
15.00 
334.00 
31.14 

6,093.07 

3,792.00 
47,230.13 

36.20 

200.70 

3,596.93 

126.00 

60.50 

39,708.03 
28,391.26 
349  733  87 

783.00 

7  736  50 

1,253.28 
1,400.48 

35.00 
36.09 

37.80 

19.20 
1.0.50 

9,777.02 
12,265.92 

4,404.33 
22,450.00 

8  471.23 

450.00 

1.50 

230.04 

54.00 

5.00 

3.00 

6.00 

48.12 

138.95 

130.25 

8.50 

6.00 

3,586.66 

540.00 

30.00 
126.74 
21.00 
73.33 
60.80 
84.50 

1,631.70 
144,00 

2,037.46 

9.00 
2.00 

18,661.12 

6.625.66 

27  679  61 

1,080.00 
3,504,50 
3,536.00 

12.00 
4.30 

8.00 
26.12 
10.00 
10.00 

14.00 
7.60 
2.50 

8,045.63 
25,935.50 
26  113  60 

.  1,147.66 
1,068.00 
1,412.00 

10.03 
5.40 

58.20 
24.00 

8,033.80 
10,125.40 
14.422.90 

2,253.30 
738.00 

14.5.50 

3.00 

100.00 

21,976.74 
6  483  36 

.    620.00 

100.00 

6  910  75 

160.00 

56.16 

1  390  98 

1,176.00     1               44.20 

14.10 

6.00 

6,563.67 

/_104,773.71     1         7,547.61 

1,450.04 

309.78 

5,229.45 

814,386.25 

832,902.49 
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TABLE  7.—  (Continued.) 


Province  of  Matanzas. 

Agramonte 

Alacranes 

Bolondrón 

Cabezas 

Canasi 

CMeoBa •.-•{m&#i: 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamacaro 

Jagüey  Grande 

Jovellanos 

Macagua 

Macurijes 

Martí 

Matanzas {mSí¿s¿i: 

Máximo  Gómez 

Palmillas 

Perico 

Roque 

Sabanilla 

San  José  de  los  Ramos 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes , 

Total 


Teachers. 


7,638.34 

14,470.31 

12,823.30 
0,120.00 
1,514.00 

46,031.02 
4,000.00 
5,330.00 

24,599.00 
0,092.65 

10,721.99 
8,717.65 
0,255.30 

13,899.97 

9,675.00 

104,015.05 

0,050.00 

7,380.00 

13,710.99 
9,565.00 
1,744.06 
4,985.33 
9,423.00 
5,465.00 

13,940.00 


355,909.42 


Janitors, 


859.52 

1,726.99 

1,128.50 

550.00 

130.00 

3,493.39 

380.00 

526.99 

2,904.23 

'670.23 

1,119.00 

906.00 

762.00 

1,333.50 

1,297.00 

8.524.54 

'517.00 

858.50 

1,050.00 

1,059.75 

222.00 

503.00 

1,091.50 

719.00 

1,575,50 


34,628.80 


Secretaries. 


690.00 
720.00 

698.50 
■525.00 
200.92 
991.63 
320.00 
599.00 
797.50 
493.75 
603.94 
780.00 
525.00 
060.00 
625.00 
1,566.66 
312.50 
582.50 
720.00 
082.50 
142.00 
590.00 
787.50 
515.00 
780.00 


15,968.90 


Truant  officers, 


276.00 
312.00 

340.00 
302.00 
114.00 
522.00 
100.00 
210.00 
450.00 
252.00 
304.00 
274.00 
296.00 
254.00 
124.00 
1,260.00 


66.00 
344.00 
138.00 


168.00 
224.00 
340.00 
298.00 


0,974.00 


Other 
employees. 


54.48 
48.00 
50.00 
24.00 

"399.33" 

"24.00" 

96.00 
8.00 
48.00 
48.00 
24.00 
72.00 
48.00 
5,010.32 


24.00 
48.00 
44.00 


34.00 
24.00 


50.00 


0,178.13 


Province  of  Santa  Clara. 


Abreus 

Caibarién ,. 

Calabazar 

Camajuaní 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

Cieníuegos ^feftaL 

Ci  fuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas 


Sagua  la  Grande.  {^^-í; 


ÍCity. 


Sancti-Spiritus....lMmiicipali 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

San  Fernando 

San  Juan  de  los  Yeras 

/City 

"\  Municipal. 

Santa  Isabel  de  las  Lajas 

Santo  Domingo 

/City 

"\  Municipal. 

Vueltas 

Yaguajay 


Santaclara.. 


Trinidad., 


Total. 


Teachers. 


7,899.99 

12,100.00 

12,970.00 

10,175.00 

0,510.63 

12,005.00 

48,783.97 

9,840.00 

10,100.00 

15,579,90 

0,000.33 

14,150.00 

12,390.00 

9,797.30 

14,209,00 

12,319.99 

28,077.4(5 

23,236.66 

87,411.33 

7,180.00 

28,652.33 

7,130.00 

0,180.00 

6,340.04 

8,054.00 

37,838.00 

3,760.05 

9,043.32 

10.527.16 

24.379,32 

8,410.00 

6,137,00 

7,590.00 


Janitors. 


925.99 
1,342.50 

1,253.50 

1,016.00 

759.50 

1,210.00 

4,200.49 

920.50 

780.50 

1,515.00 

584.13 

1,502.50 

1,062.75 

979.26 

1,031.00 

1,180.00 

2,245.68 

2,798.01 

2,788.00 

64150 

3,118.79 

899.72 

705.16 

621.42 

717.48 

2,448.50 

388.00 

999.00 

1,682.33 

2,350.00 

916.50 

578.00 

667.50 


Secretaries 


Truant  officers. 


481,605.04       45,510.21 


732.00 
630.00 
680.00 

760.00 
538.33 
673.33 

1,529.10 
360.00 
720.00 
790.00 
720.00 
091.65 
575.00 
608.00 
713.33 
656.66 
681.24 
700.00 
988.30 
444.50 
975.00 
437.50 
550.00 
550.00 
090.00 

1,083.29 
677.08 
600.00 
662.50 
680.00 
420.00 
612.50 
586.00 


22,880.37 


280.00 
154.00 
356.00 
344.00 
326.00 
414.00 
1,716.00 
164.00 
328.00 
328.00 
264.00 
302.00 
250.00 


302.00 
340.00 
300.00 
416.00 
1,105.00 
414.00 
010.00 
280.00 
290.00 
222.00 
352.09 
020.00 
190.00 
294.00 
246.00 
873.00 
198.00 
214.00  - 
212.00 


Other 
employees, 


24.00 
48.00 
72.00 
72.00 
48.00 
50.00 
4,450.40 

224.00 
30.00 
30.00 
48.00 
40.00 
48.00 
00.00 
48.00 
48.00 

230.00 
48.00 

021.00 
48.00 

553.86 

128.00 
48.00 
24.00 
40.00 

950.33 

120.00 
48.00 
72.00 

090.00 
OS.  00 
72.00 
72.00 


12,800.00 


9,179.59 


TABLE  7.—(Coni 

AINUED.) 
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-       - 
Rental. 

Material. 

Water. 

Postage. 

Repairs  and 
other  expenses. 

Total 
expenditures. 

Total  amount 
appropriated. 

1,518.00 

1,542.00 

1,951.20 

909.50 

168  00 

47.22 
159.68 

78.87 

340.63 

8.52 

332.95 

51.53 

24.65 
469.00 
157.25 
208.43 

75.12 
297.86 

95.35 

16.60 

1,390.75 

219.89 

78.00 
127.88 

12.63 
118.05 

87.40 

32.20 

9.63 

133.39 

19.84 
23.00 

11.103.40 

19,041.98 

17,079.87 

8,794.13 

2,135.44 

55,694.24 

5,547.53 

7,534,64 

33,236.41 

9,239.88 

14,434.31 

12,205.04 

9,027.23 

17,820.08 

12,572.10 

136,225.00 

8,375.89 

9,889.00 

18,456.54 

12,663.13 

2,465.37 

7,493.29 

12,624,50 

8,047.80 

19,315.80 

11,248.70 
19,684.10 
17  250  37 

32.00 
3.50 
16.00 

8.00 

4.00 

3.00 

8,949.53 
2  559.92 

3,874.32 
696  00 

12.00 

37.00 

59,315.88 
5  703.33 

770  00 

50.00 
75.00 

7' 680  00 

3  750  02 

35.00 

33,324.33 

966  00 

9,433.75 
14,440.16 

1,260.50 

1,280.69 

810  42 

38.80 
13.50 
6.40 
34.00 
18.50 

69.65 

54.08 
50.25 
287.26 
20.50 
55.85 
20.00 

12|  575. 22 

9  073  13 

1,184.00 
747  50 

17  947.50 

13,861.50 
136,683.52 

13,468!  73 
64.6.50 
900  00 

332.50 
6.00 

4.00 

8,764.94 
10,043.00 

19,418.90 
12,810.56 

1,821.60 

1,116.00 

238  00 

34.07 
10.75 

34.50 

3,044.90 

1,090.00 
1,013.00 

978.50 

15.50 

6.80 
2.67 
18.65 

70.06 
22.50 

7,526.00 
12,745.00 

18.00 
221.50 

8,172.46 

2,032.08 

266.68 

19,588.60 

44,732.56 

4,519.48 

641.50 

285.4.8 

1,124.33 

471,022.60 

481,845.30 

Rental. 

Material 

Water. 

Postage. 

Repairs  and 
other  expenses. 

Total 

expenditures. 

Total  amount 
appropriated. 

1,076.64 
2  220  00 

182.95 

39.24 

18.60 

87.21 

11,272.62 
16,494.50 
17,096.50 
14,446.55 

9,421.60 
15,712.52 
73,188.29 
13,569.52 
13,572.81 
19,790.80 

9,126.56 
18,044.15 
16,648.25 
12,806.14 
19,420.95 
16,732.35 
35,583.77 
30,788.85 
48,971.10 
10,105.88 
38,992.31 
10,561.00 

9.178.98 

8.194.56 
10,853.08 
47.849.41 

r>;,S8G.23 
12.823.77 
2L3C6/23 
82.924.00 
11,710.70 

9.136.72 

9,838.84 

11,328,64 
16,910.25 
17,137  50 

1,620.00 
1,61.0.00 

984  00 

145.00 

886.55 

206.14 

231.00 

2,342.97 

'233.22 

78.86 

318.31 

45.1.5 

137.90 

236.00 

73.58 

190.32 

267.10 

275.4.0 

307.84 

616.48 

119.00 

212.95 

137.10 

104,16 

46.00 

56.30 

1,282.00 

26.00 

90.65 

69.78 

444.73 

279.75 

.  265.04 

255.34 

80.00 

36.00 

5.00 

300.00 
56.00 
12.00 
96.50 
75.75 

170.20 
58.50 

14  531  00 

1.3.00 
15.19 
40.56 
13.76 
31,45 
28.70 
14.70 
25.10 

9,809.64 

1,109.00 

9,756.74 
1  '752  04 

16,214  98 

2.00 

76,323.96 
14  029  85 

1  497  00 

13  687  06 

1  "¡09.33 

19,929.50 

670.50 
1,024.80 
2,028.00 
1,212  00 

44.00 

9,177.00 

18,152.16 

16,703  00 

'     16.00 

18  073  75 

2,145.60 
1,914.60 

36.70 

25.00 

19,533,02 
16,932,79 

3,104.99 

43.00 
19.14 

58.18 
3.00 
55.22 
28.00 
10.00 
9.00 
10.60 
15.00 
9.00 

20.00 
194.10 
521.36 
104,72 
41.2.56 
112.68 

86,066.89 
81,292.70 
50  2*>3  75 

2,999.20 
4,806  45 

69.90 

1,148.16 

10,124.88 

4,361.00 
1,374.00 
1,201.66 

10.60 
33.00 

84.00 
4.8.50 
17.50 
60.00 
33.00 

89,736.92 

10.595.15 

9.260.98 

265.00 

007.20 

3,971.29 

620.50 
1.688.80 

68.00 
8.00 
75.00 

8.375.83 
10.907.90 
48.695.27 

5,899.24 

1,942.46 

75.00 
18.00 

29.00 

26.95 

8.35 

32.50 

2  ll  389. 10 

3,424.00 
1/106.00 

9.10 

33.508.56 

11,881.70 

1,225.68 

9.500.22 

456.00 

9!  847. 70 

66,632.64 

9,688.57 

571.44 

559.00 

2.559.68 

651,996.54 

663,624.36 
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Province  of 

Teachers. 

Janitors. 

Secretaries. 

Truant  officers. 

Other 

employees. 

Puerto  Principk. 
Ciego  de  Avila 

5,324.66 
16,350.00 

9,238.99 
84,499.00 

6,580.00 

8,776,65 

491.00 
1,647.00 

873.00 
9,409.81 

777.15 
1,078.90 

648.00 
737.50 
600.00 
1,479.16 
435.41 
550.00 

136.00 

298.00 
200.00 
1,250.00 
204.00 
130.00 

80,00 
72  00 

Morón 

Nuevitas 

96.00 

Puerto  PrínciP° "{  Municipal'.' 
Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

5,452.44 
475,00 
48.00 

Total 

130,769.30 

14,276.86 

4,450.07 

2,218.00 

6,223.44 

Province  of 

Santiago  be  Cuba. 


Baracoa 

Bayamo 

Campechuela.. 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara  

Guantón  amo... 

Holguín 

J  i  guaní 

Man/anillo 


Mayarí , 

Ni  quero 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre , 

Sagua^de  Tánaino.. 

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba.. 
Songo , 


/City 

*\  Municipal. 


Total.. 


16,896.00 

15,865.00 

11,766.64 

9,777.65- 

8,933.32 

32,800.00 

20,647.96 

81,521.63 

7,086.66 

32,506.66 

16,838.35 

5,520.00 

4,030.00 

7,126.65 

9,730,00 

5,776.31 

9,605.00 

72,944.98 

9,346.60 


884,219.41 


Janitors 


1,909.13 
1,630.66 

1,265.00 
928.00 
870.34 

3.299.50 

2,852.50 

7,922.50 

681.50 

2,908.00 

1.612.25 

405.00 

444.50 

588.50 

953.50 

685.32 

911.50 

5.214.45 

878.00 


35,960.15 


Secretaries. 


750.00 

687.50 
676.00 
674.66 

750.00 
682.50 
581.25 
718.75 
616.66 
916.63 
783.68 
558.33 
495.00 
591. «2 
540.00 
524.48 
723.32 
1.479.00 
730.00 


13,479.38 


Traant  officers 


372.00 
354.00 
350.00 
326.00 

388.00 
312.00 
358.00 
418.00 

80.00 
720.00 
406.00 

94.00 
274.00 
248.00 
262.00 
194.00 
274.00 
1,342.00 
230.00 


7,062.00 


Other 

employees. 


192.00 

110.00 

24.00 

48.00 

70,00 

432.00 

423.00 

858.00 

72.00 

912.00 

72.00 

48.00 


74.00 
72.00 


48.00 

6,735.50 

48.00 


9,738.50 


RECAPITULATION. 


Provinces. 

Teachers. 

Janitors. 

Secretaries. 

Truant  officers. 

Other 
employees. 

Pinar  del  Rio 

149,127.28 
596,395.24 
355,969.42 
481,605.04 
130,769.30 
384,219.41 

13,584.92 
50,662.92 
34,628.80 
45,510.21 
14,276.86 
35,960.15 

8,876.21 

22,378.14 
15,968.90 
22,830.37 
4,450.07 
13,479.38 

4,202.83 
11,015.50 

6,974,00 
12,860.00 

2,218.00 

7,062.00 

1,208.00 

Havana 

11.623.86 

Matanzas 

6,178.13 

Santa  Clara 

9,179,59 

Puerto  Principe 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

6,223.44 
9,738.50 

Grand  Total 

2,101,085.69 

194,623.86 

87,983.07 

44,332,33 

44,151.52 
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Rental. 

Material. 

Water. 

Postage. 

Repairs  and 
other  expenses. 

Total 
expenditures. 

Total  amount 
appropiated. 

394.00 

180.60 
499.10 
133.00 

763.65 
326.08 
178.76 

18.20 
25.00 

18.65 
9.00 

7,291.11 
21,417.60 

12,475.99 

117,805.55 

10,281.80 

13,003.00 

7,481.45 
21,478.60 
12,733.00 

1,780.09 

1,335.00 

14,637.59 
1,466.16 

1,987.50 

32.27 

3.50 
10.00 
26.77 

278.13 

8.00 

214.42 

119,001.64 
10,384.40 
13,431.47 

12.00 

21,600.25 

2,081.19 

44.27 

83.47 

528.20 

182,275.05 

184,510.56 

Rental. 

Material 

Water. 

Postage. 

Repairs  and 
other  expenses. 

Total 
expenditures. 

Total  amount 
appropriated. 

3,912.00 
292.00 
1,814.00 
1,407.50 
1,004.00 
6,576.00 

121.55 

237.37 

47.50 
162.14 

77.90 

783.43 

142.45 

3,576.50 

20.15 
327.85 
237.65 

44.00 

01.40 
103.85 
119.50 
193.10 

93.95 
1,075.20 

77.00 

■18.00 
23.50 
11.00 
14.00 
10.00 
18.00 
21.50 
55.00 

5.00 
11.00 
21.19 
11.20 

2.00 
15.00 

88.42 
47.00 
257.24 
16.50 
77.50 

24.259.10 

18,927.83 

16,248.88 

13.390.95 

.  12,201.66 

44,940.43 

36,469.88 

102,758.38 

9,265.97 

47,184.07 

22,618.29 

7,120.53 

5,805.90 

9,966.62 

13,255.00 

8,282.87 

13,525.77 

106,583.90 

12,426.95 

25,113.47 
19,166.70 
17,172.34 
13,414.00 
13,108.00 
45,407.20 

180.80 
37.50 

36.50 

20.60 

37.00 

205.15 

5,134.09 
8J  88.00 

104.07 

37,393.18 
104,136.00 

9,395.31 
47,436.26 
22.859.35 

7,130.53 

5,977.60 
10,227.47 
13,355.00 

8,330.25 

13,819.00 

109,557.78 

12,545.95 

'569.00 

135.00 

257.11 
312.99 

8,021.82 

2,079.68 

384.00 

603.00 
194.50 

56.00 
5.00 

49.00 

480.00 
1,170.00 

14.00 

1,578.00 

796.66 

85.50 

109.00 

67.40 

90.00 

27.50 
24.00 
26.35 

1,737.00 

14,189,67 

1,018.35 

3,509.35 
9.00 

60,351.68 

7,502.49 

1,776.95 

314,24 

4,828.18 

525,232.98 

535,545.39 

RECAPITULATION. 


Repairs  and 

Total 

Total  amount 

Rental. 

Material. 

Water. 

Postage. 

other  expenses. 

expenditures. 

appropriated. 

23,476.83 

1,657.30 

811.90 

213.76 

793.56 

203,952.59 

210,617.30 

104,773.71 

7,547.61 

1,450.04 

309.78 

5,229.45 

814,886.25 

832,902.49 

44,732.56 

4,519.48 

641.50 

285.48 

1,124.33 

471,022.60 

481,845.30 

66,632.64 

9,688.57 

571.44 

559.00 

2,559.68 

651,996.54 

663,624,36 

21,600.25 

2,081.19 

44.27 

83.47 

528.20 

182,275.05 

184,510.50 

60,351.68 

7,502.49 

1,776.95 

314.24 

4,828.18 

525,232.98 

535,545.39 

321,567.67 

32,996.64 

5,296.10 

1,765.73 

15,063.40 

2,848,866.01 

2.909,045.40 
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Table  8. — Showing  Expenditures  for  Administration,  Supervision 

OFFICE   OF  THE  COMMISSIONER 


Salaries  of 
Empliyees. 

Salaries  of 
Special  Inspectors. 

Rent  of  office 
Building. 

Office  Material. 

September 1900. 

755.00 
1,145.00 
791.66 
820.23 
975.00 
835.00 
760.00 
762.37 
565.00 
875.00 
1,300.00 
725.00 

October. ,, 

266.35 
385.00 
1,145.00 
1,050.00 
1,359.23 
1,530.00 
1,535.00 
1,710.00 
3,735.22 
1,887.41 
2,005.00 

November ,, 

87.50 
175.00 
175.08 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 

December..., '     ,, 

663. 1 0    "■' 

190.00 

861.78 

January 1901. 

February  „ 

March ,, 

April ,, 

May ,, 

June 

918.25 
261.65 
502.65 
1,058.06 
850.63 

July „ 

August ,, 

TOTAL 

14,588.21 

10,309.26 

1  662.50 

6,268.99 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ISLAND  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


Salaries 
of  Employees 
and  Inspectors. 

Office 
Material. 

Office 

and  Incidental 

Expenses. 

School 

Supplies. 

TOTAL. 

September 1900. 

October ,, 

"November ,, 

535.00 
1,178.44 
1,201.10 
1,406.66 
1,191.66 
1,166.65 
1,141.66 
1,274.16 
1,199.16 
1,126.66 

786.66 
1,286.66 

39.82 

140.00 

68.96 

70.16 

16,500.00 

15,826.79 

17,074,82 
17,151,48 
1,270,06 
9,085,77 
1,235,16 
1,658,33 
1,316,% 
1,309.80 
1,332,16 
1,556  54 

6.25 

December ,, 

208.95 
43.50 
479.50 
128.65 
34.00 
128.50 
416.50 
750.00 
71.50 

7,400.00 

January 1901. 

February  ,, 

12.18 
46.65 
1.64 
4.50 

13.38 

26.07 

1.88 

March „ 

April ,, 

May ,, 

June ,, 

July  ,, 

1,562,73 
1,360,04 

August ,, 

TOTAL 

13,494.47 

2,267.35 

425.54 

39,726.79 

55  913  85 

OFFICES  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


Salaries 

of 
Employees. 

Office 
Material, 

Travelling  and 

otlier 

Expenses. 

Office  Rent. 

TOTAL, 

Pinar  del  Rio........ 

3,010.00 
2,173.24 
3,009.98 
2,849.98 
3,036.65 
3,080.00 

343.40 
241.00 
118.64 
605.00 
371.25 
375.15 

892.01 

4,245.41 
2,414.24 
4,049,11 
3,672.00 
4,034.79 
4,023.21 

Havana 

Matanzas 

Santa  Clara 

852.49 
217.02 
481.06 
493.06 

68.00 

Puerto  Principe 

145.83 
75.00 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

TOTAL 

17,159.85 

2,054.44 

2,935.64 

288.83 

22,438.76 
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School  Furniture,  School  Supplies,  New  School  Buildings  etc. 

OF   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 


Warehouse  and 
Incidental  Expenses. 

Travelling  Expenses. 

School  Furniture. 

School  Supplies. 

TOTAL 

552.51 
306.14 
42.00 

841.76 
58.90 

305.53 

156.88 
396.60 
276.92 
491.83 
372.95 
400.02 
282.88 
549.16 
461.76 
1,027.95 
442.35 

113,970.83 
68,625.05 
48,314.54 
34,003.85 

11,215.36 

1,022.75 

16,375.10 

20,790.42 

126,799.23 

71,522.17 
66,392.40 

58,716.28 
2,940.73 

1,730.62 

95.00 

104,578.22 
38,954.00 

5,429.58 

871 .86 

109,277.97 

44,022.01 

6,766.65 

1,394.51 

3,505.84 

1.483.16 

5,212.79 

171.61 

3,656.25 

9,276.28 

151.00 

4,348.98 

11,109.91 

5,164.83 

204,914.27 

196,687.10 

510,705.07 

SCHOOL    BUILDINGS. 


Buildings  completed  August  31st,  1901 

Buildings  in  course  of  construction  August  31st,  1901 

TOTAL 


\    22,828.24 
173,079,87 


$125,908.11 


REGñPITULRTION  OF  TIBLE3  7  AND  8. 

SHOWING  TOTAL.  EXPENDITURES  FOR  ALL  PURPOSES  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 


Boards  of  Education  (Table  7) 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools 

Office  of  the  Island  Superintendentof  Public  Schools 
Offices  of  the  Provincial  Superintendents  of  Public 

Schools  

School  Buildings 

TOTAL 


$2,848,866.01 

510;705.07 

55,913.85 


22,438.76 
125,908,11 


3,563,831.80 
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Table  9. — Showing  Average  Monthly  Salaries  paid  to  Teachers ,  etc. 


Average  salaries 

paid  to  teachers  in  the 

month  of  May,  1901. 

Average  amount 

paid  to  teachers  during 

the  year. 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED 
BY  BOARDS  01?  EDÜCVT10Y 

DÜRM  THE  YEAR. 

Province 
of  Pinar  del  Rio. 

á 

a 

o 

tí 

ft 
ft  CD 

u'o 
CD   f-< 

c3 

& 

Ó 

ftrg 

u  5> 

fto> 

cS 

Artemisa 

47.77 
43.33 

50.00 

46.66 
46.00 
40.66 
48.33 
50.00 
50.00 

48.00 
40.00 
42.00 
40.00 
50.00 
37.69 
49.50 
50.00 
40.00 

11.89 

9.25 

8.83 

9.28 

10.02 

11.25 

9.31 

4.67 

8.81 

1.63 

6.29 

8.74 

7.21 

14.89 

10.43 

10.90 

11.29 

4.48 

7.60 

8.40 

6.98 

14.91 

11.25 

11.07 

13.26 

11.53 

13.58 

12.39 

5.47 

11.11 

2.24 

6.78 

11.54 

9.27 

18.56 

12.98 

14.91 

12.78 

5.41 

9.86 

10.74 

10.65 

1.58 
1.08 
1.65 

1.27 

.91 

.97 

1.95 

.20 

1.59 

.26 

.41 

2.09 

1.48 

8.07 

1.89 

1.72 

1.68 

.63 

.62 

1.44 

.41 

16.05 

12.03 
11.80 
12.99 
14.68 
15.10 
12.11 

7.13 
13.85 

L96 

9.63 
11.46 
13.06 
12.78 
13.41 
15.12 
15.85 

5.31 
10.48 
12. 36 

9.58 

20.14 
14  6'-; 

Bahí  a  Honda 

Cabail  as 

14.78 
18  57 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte.. 

Consolación  del  Sur 

Guanajay 

Guane 

16.88 

18.22 
16.10 
8  85 

Guayabal 

If,  85 

J  u  1  ián  Diaz 

2  70 

Mantua 

50.00 
43.33 
38.00 
45.00 
50.00 
48.33 
50.00 

40.00  " 

85.45 
40.00 

50.00 

38.88 
40.00 
45.00 

50.00 

45.71 
40.00 

85*Ób"" 

35.71 
42.50 

10  67 

M  ari  el 

15.14 

Palacios 

Pinar  del  Río{«t^lV; 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños 
San  Diego  de  Núíic/..... 
San  Juan  y  Martinez  ... 

San  Luis.." 

Vinales 

14.21. 

26.80 
16.69 

20.0;) 

17.95 
6.41 
13.60 
15.81 
15.23 

Average 

44.67 

44. 38 

9.87 

12.58 

1.18 

13.49 

17.21 

N.  B. — The  differences  that  will  be  observed,  in  the  amounts  given  as  corresponding  to 
the  districts  of  Bahia  Honda,  Consolación  del  Sur,  Guane,  Julian  Diaz,  Palacios  and  San 
Diego  de  Nunez,  are  explained  as  follows: 

Bahía  Honda. — In  the  month  of  March,  1901,  to  this  district  was  added  that  of  San 
Diego  de  Nunez. 

'Consolación  bel  Sur.— One  of  the  schools  of  the  district  of  Julian  Diaz,  which  was 
suppressed,  was  added  to  this  district  early  in  the  month  of  December,  1900. 

'Guane. — This  district  was  organized  in  the  month  of  February,  19.91. 

Julian  Diaz. — This  district  was  suppressed  at  the  end  of  November,  1.900,  four  of  its 
schoolrooms  being  added  to  the  district  of  Los  Palacios  and  one  to  that  of  Consolación  del 
Sur. 

Palacios.— Four  schoolrooms  belonging  to  the  suppressed  district  of  Julian  Diaz  were 
added  to  this  district  early  in  December,  1900. 

San  Diego  de  Nunez.— This  district  was  abolished  in  March,  1901,  and  added  to  that  of 
Bahia  Honda. 


Province  of  Havana. 

Aguacate 

Alquizar 

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

Bauta 


Average  salaries 
paid  to  leaders  in  the 
month  of  May,  1901. 


40.00 
50.00 
50.00 
51.66 
48.00 


50.00 
47.1.4 
46.00 
50.00 
45.55 


Average  amount 

paid  to  teachers  during 

the  year. 


cu 


11.74 
14.04 
11.24 
12.30 
14.42 


ft^ 


Cu 


14,15 
17.94 
14.23 
17.30 
17.68 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED 
BY  BOARDS  OF  EDUCATION 
DURISG  THE  YEAR. 


2.66 
1.03 
2.79 
2.93 
2.78 


16.44 
18.66 
17.19 
16.67 
19.52 


19.82 
28.84 
21.75 
23.45 

23.94 


TABLE  9.—  .continued.) 
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Pkovjnce  of  Havana, 


Bejucal 

Cano 

Catalina 

Ceiba  del  Agua... 

Guanabacoa..  |M]C^;;; 

Guara 

Güines 

Güira  de  Melena 

Havana 

Isla  de  Tinos. 

Jaruco 

Madruga 

Managua 

Marian  ao 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz 

Qnivieán 

Regla 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas .. 
S,  Antonio  de  los  Baíio;- 
S.  Antonio  de  las  Vegas 

San  Felipe 

San  José  de  las  Lajas. 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Cruz,  del  Norte.... 
Sta.  Maria  del  Rosario. 

Tapaste 

Vereda  Nueva 


Average.. 


Average  salaries 

paid  to  teachers  in  the 

month  of  May,  1901. 


48.00 
43.00 
40.00 
41.42 
53.57 
.  50.00 
40.00 
49.04 
47.64 
75.15 
45.00 
48.00 
4.6.00 
50.00 
50.90 
40.66 
45.88 
50.00 
45.88 
50.00 
47.50 

40.'6G 
88,75 
50.00 
40.00 
40.00 
45.00 


83.33 


52.22 
47.14 
86.66 
40.00 
48.43 
49.00 
40.00 
46.77 
42.38 
72.44 
43.83 
48.83 
48.00 
43.33 
45.00 
50.00 
43.84 
52.50 
39.16 
50.00 
45.55 
52.77 
40.00 
4.1.42 
47.27 
41.76 
40.00 
36.66 


35.00 


54.65 


Average  amount 

paid  to  teachers  durin¡ 

the  year. 


ft 


16.24 

12.90 
10.54 
13.13 

13.08 
12.03 
14.45 
15.36 
18.80 
17.56 
13.98 
18.59 
12.26 
12.60 
12.59 
12.38 
12.10 
14,80 
10.55 
13.97 
12.44 
15.68 
14.51 
15.65 
12.82 
18.95 
12.23 
9.05 
7.77 
10.72 


14.71 


ft3 


QU 


18.88 
15.52 
13.94 
16.22 

15.67 
15.83 
16.58 
17.94 
16.82 
23.28 
16.41 
17.57 
14.33 
15.16 
16.67 
13.47 
15.29 
16.85 
15.66 
15.57 
14.87 
16.82 
16.20 
18.14 
14.84 
17.49 
16.81 
11.01 
10,67 

12:12 


18.54 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED 

BY  BOARDS  OF -EDUCATION 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


2.55 
2.20 

3.62 
4.08 
2.60 
2.07 
3.67 
3.46 
2.43 
1.41 
2.80 
2.33 
8.22 
1.50 
2.60 
2,64 
2.37 
2.69 
2.37 
2.40 
2.49 
2.04 
4,20 
5.23 
2.53 
3.81 
2.09 
2.38 
.83 
2.68 

1.92 


20.77 
17.60 
15.69 

18.54 
18.38 
17.60 
20.61 
20.43 
19.06 
23.29 
20.92 
19.37 
1.7.58 
19.79 
18.06 
16.41 
16.32 
19.27 
13.90 
20.79 
16.98 
21.25 
21.8,0 
21.78 
17.20 
18.77 
17.96 
12.86 
12.52 
16.60 


19.98 


24.16 
21.1.7 

20.74 
22.91 
22.03 
23.17 

23.64 
28.87 
22.55 
30.89 
24.55 
25.05 
20.48 
23.81. 
28.92 
17.87 
20.63 
21.93 
20.64 
23.17 
20.80 
22.79 
23.76 
25.24 
19.99 
23.53 
24,68 
15.64 
1.7.19 
18.77 


25.19 


N.  B.— The  district  of  Tapaste  was  abolished  at  the  end  of  April,  1901,    In  May,  1901,  it 
was  added  to  that  of  San  José  de  las  Lajas. 


Average  salaries 

paid  to  teachers  in  the 

month  of  May,  1901. 

Average  amount 

paid  to  teachers  during 

the  year. 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED 

BY  BOARDS  <sF  EDUCATION 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Province 

op  Matanzas. 

á 

ti 

O 

¿ 

ft 

id 
ft^ 

o  * 
Cu 

ti 

'r"1  ó 

r-H    O 

US 

u  ® 
&+* 
Cu 

1 

"Ja 

Pj 

CD 

CU 

¿ 

CD 

ft 
2nd 

CD  u 
On 

B 

ftS 
Ati 

Cu 

Agramonte 

52.50 
50.00 
48.88 
53.33 

44.54 
42.28 
50.00 
51.42 

10.87 
13.12 
12.21 
12.26 

7.50 
16.09 

7.71 
11.79 
1.2.15 
11.66 
10.72 
11.21 
11.15 
12.95 

9.06 

13.42 
15.76 
16.70 
15.26 
10.81 
21.29 
9.13 
13.16 
15.16 
14.08 
13.96 
15.21 
13.87 
16.89 
11,61 

1.52 
2.35 
1.86 
1.70 
1.07 
2.54 
1.09 
2.37 
2.73 
1.54 
2.47 
1.62 
1.79 
1.71 
1,41 

15.79 
17.26 
16.27 
17.62 
10.57 
19.47 
10.69 
16.67 
16.42 
16.10 
14.43 
15.69 
16.09 
16.61 
11.77 

19.51 

Alacranes 

20.74 

Bolondrón 

22.24 

Cabezas 

21  93 

Canasí 

15.25 

62.39 

49.46 
50.00 
44.28 
39.00 
46.66 
39.23 
40.00 
38.57 
51.00 
41.44 

25.76 

Cárdenas\MnnÍcip^:: 

12.67 

Carlos  Eojas 

50.00 
43.50 

50:00 
48.75 
55.00 
50.00 
46.42 
44.28 

18.60 

Colón 

20.48 

Cmamacaro 

19.37 

Jagüey  Grande 

.   18.79 

Jovellanos 

21 .80 

Macagua 

20.02 

Macurijes 

21.65 

Marti 

14.24 
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Average  salaries 

paid  to  teachers  in  the 

month  of  May,  1901. 

Average  amount 

paid  to  teachers  during 

the  year. 

TOTAL  AIOUM  EXPENDED 

BY  BOARDS  OF  EDUCJ1TI0\ 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Province 

of  Matanzas. 

O 

^  o 

CD   "-1 

-r~"aJ 

r-<    O 

u  Q 

o 

CU 

ft 

Cu 

cC 

(Citv 

63.33 

57.50 
47.00 
43.07 

42.85 

61.08 
51.42 
39.00 
40.66 
45.00 

14.84 

6.07 
11.51 
13.35 
10.09 

2.89 

7.25  • 
10.86 
11.02 
11.62 

19.41 

7.24. 
12.64 
16.86 
12.47 
3.92 
8.85 
15.10 
12.92 
14.34 

3.75 
.77 
2.44 
2.02 
2.13 
.55 
1.44 
1.87 
2.71 
3.70 

19.32 
7.64 
15.43 
17.97 
13.36 
4.09 
10.89 
14.54 
16.23 
16.10 

25.28 
9.11. 
16.93 
22.70 
16  5] 

Matanzas{  Municipal.': 
Máximo  Gómez 

Palmillas 

Perico 

Roque 

5.54 
13.31 
20.23 
19  03 

Sabanilla 

38.57 
44.00 
40.00 

'  44.54 

40.00 
44.61 
35.00 
43.12 

Han  José  do  los  Ramos. 
Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 

19  87 

Average 

51.83 

49.17 

12.59 

15.95 

2.33 

16.66 

21.11 

N.  B. — The  differences  which,  will  be  observed  in  the  amounts  given  as  corresponding  to 
the  districts  Agramonte,  Canas!,  Cadenas,  both  city  and  municipal,  Matanzas,  both  cityand 
Municipal,  Perico  and  Roque,  are  explained  as  follows: 

Agramonte.— Four  schoolrooms  belonging  to  the  suppressed  district  of  Roque  were 
added  to  this  district  at  the  end  of  November  1900. 

Canasl — This  district  was  suppressed  at  the  end  of  March  1901,  and  added  to  the  muni- 
cipal district  of  Matanzas. 

Cárdknas.— The  municipal  district  was  organized  is  the  month  of  January  1901.  From 
the  month  of  September,  to  and  including  the  mouth  of  December  1900,  the  Board  oí  Educa- 
tion of  the  city  district  made  the  corresponding  payments  of  the  municipal  district. 

Matanzas. — The  municipal  district  was  organized,  in  the  month  of  April  1901.  From,  the 
work  of  September.  1900,  to  and  including  that  of  March  1901,  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
city  district  made  of  corresponding  payments  of  the  municipal  district. 

Pertco. — At  the  end  of  the  month  of  November  1900,  ten  schoolrooms  were  added  to 
this  district  from  the  suppressed  district  of  Roque. 

Roque.— This  district  was  suppressed  at  the  end  of  the  month  of  November  1900.  Four 
schoolrooms  were  added  to  the  district  of  Agramonte  and  ten  to  Perico. 

The  name  of  the  district  of  Macurijes  was  changed  to  that  of  Pedro  Betancourt  on  Sep- 
tember 1st  1901. 


Province  of 

Santa  Clara. 


Abreus 

Caibarién 

Calabazar 

Camajuani 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo» 

Cienfu^os- {Municipal 

Cifuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines. 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas 


Average  salaries 
paid  to  teachers  in  the 
month  of  lay,  1901. 


45.55 
42.50 
45.45 
48.75 
45.00 
47.77 
51.73 
43.07 
52.50 
50.00 
50.00 
47.50 
50.00 
46.66 
46.25 
51.66 
45.41 
45.41 


38.57 
42.50 
48.33 
51.00 
47.77 
43.33 
44.34 
45.20 
50.76 
48.00 
50.00 
46.92 
43.07 
49.09 
39.52 
51.42 
45.35 
42.63 


Average  amount 

paid  to  teachers  during 

the  year. 


p-, 


9.47 
11.77 
11.83 

8.47 
12.74 
11.15 
15.77 

4.86 
13.25 
13.08 
12.57 
12.50 
11.06 
10.25 
11.68 
12.31 
12.56 
12.55 


Pw 


13.96 
14.05 

14.91 
11.43 
17.27 
14.09 
22.16 
6.76 
15.93 
18.07 
14.23 
15.67 
14.71 
12.31 
14.00 
16.25 
15.48 
15.16 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED 
BY  BOARDS  OF  EDUCATION 
DUIÜN6  THE  YEAR. 


cu 


2.82 
1.91 
1.27 
1.00 
1.51 
2.26 
2.44 
.47 
3.55 
2.49 
1.17 
2.76 
1.39 
1.44 
2.58 
3.31 
2.40 
3.22 


13.52 
1.6.05 
15.60 
12.02 
18.44 
14,59 
23.65 
6.70 
17.81 
16.62 
17.22 
15.94 
14.86 
13.40 
15.89 
16.72 
15.59 
16.63 


'as 


19.92 
19.]  6 
19.65 
16.23 

24,99 
18.44 
33.25 
9.33 
21.41 
22.96 
19.50 
19.98 
19.77 
16.09 
19.06 
22.07 
19.21 
20.08 
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Average  salaries 
paid  to  teachers  in  the 
month  of  lay,  1901. 

Average  amount 

paid  to  teachers  during 

the  year. 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED 

BY  BOARDS  OP  EDUCATION 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

province  of 

Santa  Claua. 

o 

O 

&<  . 

Ph 

•CH      O 

5 

.    Fu 

cu  *-l 

GflLnia  la  fCitv 

$52.10 
55.00 
47.22 
44.54 
38.57 
40.00 
52.00 
62.38 
43.33 
41.42 
50.00 
53.33 
46.00 
42.00 
51.66 

$42.26 
49.00 
43.82 
38.00 
42.00 
38.75 
45.55 
53.33 
42.00 
39.16 
44.76 
53.33 
45.00 
38.75 
45.71 

-114.53 
15.78 
12.21 
7.78 
11.44 
11.01 
13.49 
15.33 
10.07 
11.36 
12.56 
13.04 
7.12 
9.77 
11.82 

$19.04 
17.18 
15.23 

9.88 
15.18 
12.12 
16.54 
19.73 
13.60 
16.01 
16.19 
17.31 

8.92 
1.2.50 
13.51 

$3.85 
1.18 
3.07 

.81 
1.71 
1.27 
1.94 
3.48 

.40 
1.34 
2.05 
2.96 

.89 

.71 
1.01 

$19.02 
22.21 
16.61 
11.53 
17.00 
14.23 
18.18 
19.65 
15.60 
16.11 
16.19 
17.61 
9.92 
14.55 
15.33 

$24.92 

Grande.  \  Municipal... 
«aneti-       ( City 

24.18 
20.73 

Spiritus  V  Municipal .. 
San  Diego  del  Valle 

14.63 

22.55 
15.67 

San  Juan  de  los  Yeras,. 

x      „,             iCitV 

22.29 
25.29 

Santa  Clara {Ml¿icipa] 
Sta.  Isabel  de  las  Lajas. 
Santo  Domingo 

21.07 
22.70 

20.87 

.   .,    ,  fCitv 

23.38 

Trinidad.  (Mtinicipal 
Vueltas 

12.42 
18.61 

Yaenaiay 

17.51 

Average 

$48.40 

145.15 

$11.99 

$15.39 

$1.83 

$16.23 

$20.83 

N.  B.— The  differences  which,  will  be  observed  in  the  amounts  given  as  corresponding 
to  the  districts  of  Cienfuegos,  both  City  and.  Municipal;  Sancti  Spiritus,  both  City  and  Mu- 
nicipal; Santa  Clara,  both  City  and  Municipal;  and  Trinidad,  both  City  and  Municipal,  are 
explained  as  follows: 

Cienfuegos.— The  Municipal  District  of  Cienfuegos  was  organized  in  the  month  of 
March,  1901.  During  the  first  six  months  of  the  school  year,  that  is  to  say,  from  September, 
1900,  up  to  and  including  February,  1901,  the  payments  of  both  the  City  and  the  Municipal 
Districts  were  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  City  District. 

Sancti,  Spiritus.— The  Municipal.  District  of  Sancti  Spiritus  was  organized  in  the  month 
of  December,  1900.    From  the  month  of  September  to  and  including  that  of  November, 

1900,  the  payments  corresponding  to  both  the  City  and  the  Municipal  Districts  were  made 
by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  City  District. 

Santa  Clara.— The  Municipal  District  of  Santa  Clara  was  organized  in  the  month  of 
November,  1900.  From  the  month  of  September,  to  and  including  October,  1900,  the  Board  of 
Education  for  the  City  District  made  the  payments  corresponding  to  the  Municipal  District. 

Trinidad.— The  Municipal  District  of  Trinidad  was  organized  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1901.    From  the  month  of  September,  1900,  up  to,  and  including  that  of  January, 

1901,  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  City  District  made  the  payments  corresponding  to  the 
Municipal  District. 


Average  salaries 

Average 

amount 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED 

paid  to  teachers  in  the 

paid  to  teachers  during 

BY  BOARDS  OT  EDUCATION 

month  of  May,  1901. 

the 

fear. 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

fi 

CD 

&  . 

tí 

"rH  CD 

H 

CO 

¿ 

cu 

P<   . 
íj-d 

oí 

■'-<    CD 

73  ° 

'0 

p*2 

H 

■9 

P^ 

o3 

Province  of 

o 

a;4-" 

Puerto  Principe. 

3 

Ph 

Pw 

PL, 

Pw 

P« 

Ciego  de  Avila 

$42  00 

$38  a7 

$8  49 

$10.32 

74 

$11  63 

$14  13 

Morón .' '.. 

45.62 

52.85 
54.54 

44.99 
51.11 
49.28 

12.72 
10.90 
15.65 

15.60  . 
13.75 

18.45 

$2.22 
1.20 
4.69 

16.67 
14.71 

21.82 

20.44 

Nuevitas 

18  57 

Pto.  Príncipe^,-;; 

25.72 

36.66 

35.88 

6.64 

7.98 

.37 

10.38 

12.46 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

48.00 

37.69 

12.63 

14.75 

2.45 

18.71 

21.85 

Average 

$49.76 

$46.12 

$.13.28 

$15.88 

$2.07 

$18.51 

$22.13 

N.  B. — The  differences  which  will  be  observed  in  the  amounts  given  as  corresponding 
to  the  districts  of  Puerto  Principe,  both  City  and  Municipal,  are  explained  as  follows:  The 
Municipal  District  of  Puerto  Principe  was  organized  in  the  month  of  February,  1901.  From 
the  month  of  September,  1900,  up  to.  and  including  that  of  January,  1901,  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  the  City  District  made  the  payments  corresponding  to  the  Municipal  District. 
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Province  of 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Baracoa 

Bayamo 

Campechuela 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara 

G  uan  tánamo 

Iíolguín 

Jiguani 

ManamiUo|{gS1j-¿i™i 

Mayarí 

Niqucro 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo  

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Songo 

Average 


Average  salaries 

paid  to  teachers  in  the 

month  of  May,  1901. 


$50.83 
50.77 
50.00 
55.00 
50.00 
50.95 
51.05 
49.92 
50.00 
47.77 
50.00 
50.00 
52.50 
50.00 
51.11 
40.00 
52.00 
57.9.1. 
48.75 


amount    . 
paid  to  teachers  during 
the  year. 


$45.55 
49.23 
50.00 
49.10 
51.11 
48.28 
47.77 
49.92 
46.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
43.33 
50.00 
50.00 
39.23 
50.00 
58.57 
51.66 


$51.77 


$50.25 


$10.42 
11.26 
11.38 

9.37 
11.83 
10.26 
10.02 
11.75 

8.47 
12.65 

7.50 

8.39 
10.86 
12.20 
10.03 

7.38 
11.68 
15.17 
10.61 


$13.55 
14.90 
13.93 
13.38 
17.25 
12.92 
14.23 
1.4.44 
10.85 
15.30 
9.89 
9.86 
13.90 
15.73 
13.51. 
9.91 
14.96 
19.23 
13.30 


$11.25 


$14,42 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED 

BY  BOARDS  OF  E0UC/VTI0\ 

DURING  THE  YEAR    ' 


$1.11 

.89 
2.21 
1.30 
1.14 
1.42 
1.30 
2.98 

.88 
3.26 
1.27 

.84 
2.14 

.81 

.66 
1.43 
1.16 
2.34 

.97 


L60 


$14.96 
13.88 
15.71 
12.84 
16.16 
14.06 
13.71 
14.81 
11.07 
18.37 
10.08 
1.0.82 
15.65 
17.07 
13.66 
10.58 
16.45 
22.16 
14.11 


$15.38 


$19.45 
18.36 
19.23 
3K.32 
28.5(5 
17.71 
19.47 
18.21 
14.19 
22.20 
13.29 
12.72 
20.02 
22.00 
18.41 
14.21 
21.07 
28.09 
17.68 


$19.71 


RECAPITULATION. 


Average  salaries 
paid  to  teachers  in  the 
month  of  May,  1901. 

Average  amount 

paid  to  teachers  during 

the  year. 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  EXPENDED 

BY  BOARDS  OF  EDUCATION 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

PRO  Y1NIAS. 

o 

3 

s 

£ 

ó 

g| 

££ 

£    ' 

CD 

Pinar  del  Rio 

$44.67 
55.87 
51.83 
48.40 
49.76 
51.77 

$44.38 
54.65 
49.17 
45.15 
46.12 
50.25 

$9.87 
14.71 
12.59 
11.99 
13.28 
11.25 

$12.58 
18.54 
15.95 
1.5.39 
15.88 
14.42 

$1.18 
1.92 
2.33 
1.83 

,2.07 
1.60 

$13.49 
19.98 
16.66 
16.23 
18.51 
15.38 

$1.7.21 
25.19 
21.11 
90  83 

Havana 

Matanzas. 

Santaclara *$ 

Puerto  Príncipe 

29  13 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

19.71 

General  averages.... 

$51.35  ^ 

$49.12 

$12.48 

$15.83 

$1.81 

$16.93 

$21.47 

N.  B. — In  computing  the  averages  given  in  the  last  three  columns  of  this  table  only  those 
amounts  expended  by  Boards  of  Education  have  been  considered.  These  amounts  are  given 
in  Table  7,  and  the  total  for  the  Island  is  $2.848,866.01.  The  total  amount  expended  for 
school  books,  school  material,  new  school  buildings,  supervision,  administration,  etc.,  given 
in  Table  8  is  not  included  in  these  averages. 
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Table  10. — Showing   Number 


irzela-idieirs. 

'Ú 

tí 

Kj 

o 

S 

o 

CD 

R 

CO 

'O 

&H 

"8 

TÍ 

CO 
_CD 

tí 
o 

03 
O 

pa" 

'O 

R 

CU 

m 

o 
o 

CO 

CO 

ce 

E-i 

Oír 
R*   Z 

-d 

R 

tí 

co 

tí 

'd   ■ 

tí 

reí 

r-.    O 

PROVINCES. 

© 

tí 

t/2 

o 

"fH 

0) 

o 

o 

CD 
-d 

O 

O 

la 

o 

< 

6 

Í53 

o 

¿H 

< 

S 

«1 

Havana 

1,533 

2,137 
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Table  12. — Showing  itemized  and  total  eost  of  Books  ¡Material,  etc. 
Distributed. 
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province  of 
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56 
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Notes  on  Table  12. — In  this  Table  is  given  the  first  cost  of  the 
books  and  material  distributed  to  Boards  of  Education  of  the 
Island  during  the  year  and  the  cost  of  boxing  and  transporting 
the  boxes  from  the  store-rooms  of  the  Department  to  the  Rail  ways 
or  Steamship  Lines.  All  of  the  material  was  shipped  throughout 
the  Island  on  Government  bills  of  lading  and  the  freight  charges 
were  paid  directly  by  the  Treasury  Department.  This  item  is  not 
included  in  Tables  7  and  8,  giving  the  expenses  of  the  Department, 
although  it  is  an  expenditure  which  should  be  charged  to  Public 
Instruction.  Over  600  different  shipments  of  material  were  made 
during  the  year  and  more  than  4,000  different  packages  left  the 
store-rooms,  weighing  in  all  more  than  750,000  lbs.  The  total  cost 
of  the  books,  material,  etc. ,  given  in  this  Table  for  each  Board  of 
Education  is  not  included  in  Table  7,  which  gives  the  expenses  of 
Boards  of  Education. 

MATTHEW  E.  HANNA, 

Aide  de  Camp, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Schools. 


MEMORIA    ANUAL 

DEL 

COMISIONADO  DE  ESCUELAS  PUBLICAS. 


INFORME   DEL 
COMISIONADO  DE  ESCUELAS  PUBLICAS. 


Al  Sr.  Gobernador  Militar  de  la  Isla  y  al 

Sr.  Secretario  de  Instrucción  Pública, 

La  Ley  Escolar  vigente  en  esta  Isla  prescribe  que  el  Comisionado 
de  Escuelas  Publicas  ha  de  rendir  anualmente  al  Sr.  Secretario 
de  Instrucción  Publica  informes  sobre  los  asuntos  que  considere 
de  importancia  relacionados  con  las  escuelas  públicas  de  la  Isla  y 
que  ha  de  rendir,  asimismo,  cualesquiera  informes  que  de  él 
solicite  el  Gobernador  Militar  ó  el  Secretario  de  Instrucción 
Pública. 

En  cumplimiento  del  primero  de  dichos  preceptos  legales,  res- 
petuosamente someto  á  su  consideración  el  segundo  volumen  de  la 
primera  Memoria  anual  sobre  las  escuelas  públicas  de  Cuba. 

La  Instrucción  Publica  Primaeia  en  la  Isla  de  Cuba 
bajo  el  Regimen  Colonial. 

Primeras  noticias. — Aconteció  en  la  Isla  de  Cuba,  lo  que  en 
España  y  otros  países:  que  el  Gobierno  atendió  preferentemente 
al  desarrolló  de  la  enseñanza  superior,  á  la  par  que  no  se  ocupaba 
en  absoluto  de  la  instrucción  primaria;  y  así  es  que  nos  encontra- 
mos, revisando  viejos  informes,  que  en  el  año  de  1728,  cuando 
la  colonia  apenas  contaba  una  población  de  150,000  habitantes, 
ya  existía  en  la  Habana  una  Universidad  que  se  creó  con  el  título 
de  Universidad  Peal  y  Pontificia  de  la  Habana  para  el  estudio  de  las 
ciencias  y  facultades,  y  que  no  fué  sino  hasta  el  año  de  1793 
que  se  hicieron  algunos  esfuerzos  para  desarrollar  y  regularizar 
la  instrucción  pública  primaria. 

Con  anterioridad  á  la  fecha  últimamente  mencionada,  no  exis- 
tían en  Cuba  otros  planteles  de  enseñanza,  fuera  de  la  Universi- 
dad, que  los  seminarios  y  conventos  en  donde  se  estudiaba  latín, 
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filosofía,  teología  y  algunas  asignaturas  elementales;  el  colegio 
de  San  Francisco  de  Sales,  en  el  que  un  reducido  número  de  niñas 
recibían  instrucción;  una  escuela  primaria  á  cargo  de  los  Padres 
Belemitas,  á  la  que  asistían  como  200  niños;  y  varias  escuelas 
privadas  establecidas  á  voluntad,  que  cobraban  por  la  enseñanza 
de  los  niños  que  á  ellas  asistían,  de  cuatro  á  diez  y  seis  reales  al 
mes.  La  enseñanza  que  se  daba  en  esas  escuelas  privadas,  que 
muy  á  menudo  se  encontraban  á  cargo  de  personas  de  color  era 
como  muy  bien  puede  imaginarse,  extremadamente  pobre.  En  la 
escuela  á  cargo  de  los  Padres  Bel  emitas,  que  se  acaba  de  mencio- 
nar, y  que  según  todos  los  informes  era  la  mejor,  se  enseñaba  la 
lectura,  la  escritura,  nociones  de  aritmética  y  de  religión,  y  nada 
más.  Es  curioso  advertir  que  en  esta  época  solamente  un  maes- 
tro, de  origen  africano,  daba  en  su  escuela  lecciones  de  gramática 
y  de  ortografía  castellanas. 

Enseñanza  Universitaria. — Sin  más  conocimientos  que  los  obteni- 
dos en  las  escuelas  á  que  acabo  de  referirme,  se  ingresaba  en  la 
Universidad,  donde  se  expedían  títulos  casi  á  todo  aquel  que  los 
solicitaba,  y  así  llegó  á  suceder  que  el  número  de  personas  que 
poseían  grados  universitarios  era  excesivamente  grande  en  una 
época  en  que  á  las  escuelas  solamente  asistían  1,000  niños.  Se- 
gún se  expresa  un  conocido  escritor  cubano,  l  'la  Isla  estaba  inun- 
dada de  clérigos,  médicos  y  abogados,  pero  la  masa  del  pueblo  no 
sabía  leer.77 

Establecimiento  de  la  Real  Sociedad  Económica. — Tal  era  el 
estado  de  cosas  al  expirar  el  siglo  XYIII,  época  en  que  se 
hizo  cargo  del  Gobierno  de  la  Isla  el  Teniente  General  don 
Luis  de  las  Casas,  quien  hizo  mucho  por  mejorar  y  dar  impor- 
tancia á  la  instrucción  pública.  Casi  exclusivamente  á  sus  ges- 
tiones se  debe  la  creación,  en  el  año  de  1793,  de  la  Asociación  co- 
nocida con  el  nombre  de  "La  Real  Sociedad  Económica7',  cuyo 
establecimiento  marca  una  era  completamente  nueva  en  la  histo- 
ria de  la  instrucción  pública  en  la  Isla  de  Cuba. 

Número  de  Escuelas  en  1793. — Una  de  las  primeras  medidas  to- 
madas por  la  Sociedad  fué  averiguar  las  condiciones  exactas  en 
que  se  encontraban  las  escuelas  entonces  en  existencia,  á  fin  de 
poder  adoptar  un  plan  de  acción  á  la  vez  práctico  y  útil.  Se 
averiguó  que  en  la  ciudad  de  la  Habana  existían  en  esa  fecha 
39  escuelas,  á  las  que  asistían  1,700  niños  de  ambos  sexos. 
~No  tenemos  dato  alguno  respecto  al  número  de  las  escuelas  exis- 
tentes en  el  resto  de  la  Isla,  pero  si  tal  era  el  estado  de  cosas  en 
la  Habana,  la  más  importante  ciudad  de  la  colonia,  y  el  asiento 
del  Gobierno,   bien  puede  asegurarse  que  las  demás  poblaciones 
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se  encontraban  en  absoluta  oscuridad  en  lo  que  á  instrucción  pú- 
blica se  refiere. 

Benefactores  del  País. — Hemos  visto,  pues,  que  durante  bien 
cerca  de  tres  siglos,  el  Gobierno  no  se  ocupó  de  establecer  ni  de 
sostener  una  sola  escuela  primaria  para  la  instrucción  de  niños 
pobres;  pero  afortunadamente  existieron  durante  este  período  de 
tinieblas  algunas  personas  caritativas  cuyos  nombres  y  hechos  en 
favor  de  la  instrucción  pública  debieran  recordarse  con  gratitud. 
La  escuela  de  los  Padres  Belemitas,  ya  mencionada,  fué  fundada 
con  dinero  legado  por  don  Juan  Francisco  Carvallo,  vecino  de  la 
Habana,  quien  ya  había,  en  vida,  construido  parte  del  convento 
en  que  dicha  escuela  después  fué  establecida.  En  este  plantel  de 
enseñanza  recibieron  instrucción  varios  centenares  de  niños  des- 
validos que,  á  no  ser  por  la  generosidad  y  filantropía  de  Carvallo, 
hubieran  permanecido  tan  ignorantes  como  sus  padres. 

Don  Francisco  Paradas,  de  Santiago  de  Cuba,  que  murió  du- 
rante la  última  mitad  del  siglo  XVI,  dispuso  en  su  testamento 
que  con  el  producto  de  sus  propiedades,  que  eran  en  extremo  va- 
liosas, se  costease  en  Bayamo  la  enseñanza  de  la  moral  cristiana 
y  del  la  tin. 

El  presbítero  Juan  Conyedo,  nacido  en  San  Juan  de  los  Reme- 
dios el  año  de  1687,  consagró  toda  su  vida  á  la  enseñanza  de  los  ni- 
ños en  la  villa  de  Santa  Clara,  que  fué  fundada  en  sus  dias.  Lo 
mismo  hizo  Don  Mariano  Acosta,  nacido  en  Bayamo,  y  también 
un  religioso.  "La  casa  de  este  sacerdote,77  dice  sentidamente 
uno  de  los  más  ilustres  hijos  de  Cuba,  "fué  siempre  una  escuela 
pública,  gratuita  para  ricos  y  pobres,  y  yo  nunca  olvidaré  que  en 
ella  fué  donde  aprendí  la  escritura  y  el  latin. ' 7 

Esfuerzos  Realizados  por  la  Sociedad. — La  Real  Sociedad  Económi- 
ca, inmediatamente  después  de  su  constitución,  estableció  dos  es- 
cuelas gratuitas  de  ambos  sexos,  é  hizo  todo  lo  que  pudo  para  au- 
mentar aún  más  el  número  de  establecimientos  de  enseñanza. 
El  Gobierno  prestó  cierta  atención  á  estos  esfuerzos,  y  en  el  año 
de  1794  se  ordenó  á  la  Sociedad,  por  virtud  de  Real  Decreto,  que 
se  pusiere  de  acuerdo  con  el  Ayuntamiento  y  con  el  Obispo  de  la 
Habana  con  el  propósito  de  conseguir  los  fondos  necesarios  para 
establecer  escuelas.  El  Ayuntamiento  respondió  gustosamente, 
pero  todos  los  esfuerzos  que  se  hicieron  para  conseguir  igual  resul- 
tado por  parte  del  Obispo  fracasaron,  pues  este  prelado  considera- 
ba que  era  bastante  el  número  de  escuelas  existentes  en  la  ciudad. 
El  nombre  de  este  dignatario  era  Don  Felipe  José  de  Tres  Palacios, 
y  gozaba  de  una  renta  anual  de  í  ^muchas  docenas  de  miles  pesos. 7  ? 
Creación  de  la  Primera  Escuela  para  Niñas. — -Algún  tiempo  mas 
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tarde  se  estableció  en  la  Habana  la  primera  escuela  de  niñas  que 
mereciera  el  nombre  de  tal,  á  cargo  de  las  monjas  Ursulinas,  de  la 
que  se  obtuvieron  bastante  buenos  resultados. 

Situación  Escolar  en  1816. — La  Sociedad  no  desmayó,  pero  conti- 
nuó sus  trabajos  con  un  celo  muy  digno  de  encomio,  y,  á  fin  de  ac- 
tivar y  hacer  más  eficaz  su  acción,  se  creó  en  su  seno  una  Sección 
especial  de  educación,  á  la  que  se  encomendó  la  realización  de  los 
trabajos  á  favor  de  la  enseñanza,  y  en  quien  el  Gobierno  delegó 
sus  facultades  y  autoridad  sobre  las  escuelas;  y  nos  encontramos 
con  que,  en  el  año  de  1816,  á  las  escuelas  de  la  Habana  asistían 
3,407  niños  de  ambos  sexos,  divididos  como  sigue: 

Varones.  Hembras.  Total. 


Blancos 1,871  883  2,754 

De  color 241  412  653 

Total 2,112  1,295  3,407 

La  constitución  de  la  referida  Sección,  que  realizó  excelentes 
trabajos,  fué  debida  á  un  español,  Don  Alejandro  Ramríez,  enton- 
ces Intendente  de  Hacienda,  quien  fué  su  primer  presidente.  Su 
memoria,  lo  mismo  que  la  del  General  Las  Casas,  la  del  Obispo 
Espada  y  la  de  otros,  se  recuerda  con  gratitud  por  haber  sido  un 
benefactor  de  este  país. 

Primer  Censo  Escolar. — Una  de  las  primeras  medidas  adoptadas 
por  la  Sección  de  Educación  fué  el  tomar  el  primer  censo  general 
de  la  instrucción  primaria  de  que  tenemos  noticia.  Los  datos 
que  se  obtuvieron  no  podían  ser  exactos,  como  es  de  suponerse, 
pero  se  anotan  aquí  sus  resultados  por  ser  interesantes.  El  censo 
se  terminó  en  el  año  de  1817,  y  aparece  que  existían  entonces  en  la 
Isla  120  escuelas  con  una  asistencia  de  5,500  niños,  de  los  cuales 
1,000  pertenecían  á  la  raza  de  color.  La  Isla  contaba  una  población 
de  poco  más  de  medio  millón  de  almas,  así  es  que  el  número  de  ni- 
ños que  recibían  instrucción  era  de  uno  por  cada  100  habitantes. 

Situación  Escolar  en  1836. — Este  estado  de  cosas  era  muy  poco 
satisfactorio  y  la  Sección  puso  en  juego  todos  sus  recursos  é  in- 
fluencias á  fin  de  conseguir  que  la  situación  mejorase.  Tanto  al 
Gobierno,  como  á  los  particulares  se  les  pidió  repetidamente  que 
contribuyeran  á  la  realización  de  tan  patriótica  obra.  La  Metró- 
poli se  encontraba  entonces  en  un  estado  intranquilo  y  anormal 
y  no  fué  sino  hasta  el  año  de  1830  que  la  Sociedad  obtuvo  de  los 
fondos  públicos  la  cantidad  de  $8,000  anuales,  y  con  esta  suma 
y  la  conseguida  de  fuentes  particulares  pudo  crear  varias  escuelas 
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primarias  gratuitas.  Gracias  á  sus  incesantes  esfuerzos,  nos  encon- 
tramos con  que  en  el  año  de  1836  existían  en  la  Isla  222  escuelas 
con  una  asistencia  de  9,082  niños  de  ambos  sexos,  640  de  los  cua- 
les pertenecían  á  la  raza  de  color.  De  dicho  número,  5,325  ni- 
5.os7  (4,812  blancos  y  513  de  color)  se  costeaban  su  enseñanza; 
siendo  el  resto  educado  gratuitamente,  debido  en  gran  parte  á  la 
caridad  de  los  maestros,  quienes  enseñaban  á  1,134  niños,  de  los 
cuales  99  pertenecían  á  la  raza  de  color.  La  Sociedad  pa  gaba  la 
enseñanza  de  540  niños,  todos  blancos,  y  la  délos  2,083  restantes 
era  sufragada  con  fondos  municipales  y  particulares.  La  renta 
anual  de  la  Isla  en  esta  época  era  de  algo  más  de  once  mi  llones 
de  pesos,  á  juzgar  por  el  hecho  de  que,  (según  el  informe  pre- 
sentado al  Gobierno  de  España  en  el  año  de  1850  por  el  conde  de 
Mirasol)  las  rentas  de  la  Isla  durante  el  período  comprendido 
entre  los  años  de  1826  á  1848  ascendieron  á  la  cantidad  de 
$246,479,443.00. 

Trabajos  Realizados,  por  la  Sección  de  Educación. — La  Sección  de* 
Educación  continuó  realizando  su  patriótica  obra;  estableció  nue- 
vos métodos  de  enseñanza  en  las  escuelas  bajo  su  dirección,  escogió- 
los libros  de  texto  que  habían  de  ser  empleados  en  las  mismas,  y 
nombró  de  entre  sus  miembros  Inspectores  que  prestaban  este 
importante  servicio  gratuitamente.  Hasta  cierto  punto,  regla- 
mentó los  nombramientos  de  maestros,  examinando  á  las  perso- 
nas que  deseaban  ingresar  en  el  magisterio,  y  añadió  las  asigna- 
turas de  gramática  castellana  y  de  geografía  á  los  Cursos  de  Es- 
tudios ,  si  así  podemos  llamarlos,  entonces  en  vigor» 

Promulgación  de  la  Primera  Ley  Escolar. — Por  este  tiempo,  la  Sec- 
ción concibió  la  idea  de  formular  un  plan  general  de  instrucción 
pública;  mas  entonces  el  Gobierno  pensó  también  que  había  lle- 
gado el  momento  de  incluir  este  ramo  entre  los  departamentos 
bajo  su  dirección,  y  decretó  en  el  año  de  1842  una  Ley  de  Ins- 
trucción. Pública  para  las  Islas  de  Cuba  y  de  Puerto  Eico,  que  no 
fué  puesta  en  vigor,  sin  embargo,  hasta  el  año  siguiente.  A  con- 
secuencia de  la  promulgación  de  dicha  Ley,  la  Sección  de  Educa- 
ción de  la  Keal  Sociedad  Económica  cesó  en  sus  funciones  oficia- 
les, después  de  haber  prestado  como  se  ha  expuesto,  aunque 
muy  á  la  ligera  en  las  páginas  que  anteceden,  grandes,  valiosos 
y  desinteresados  servicios  al  país. 

Bases  de  dicha  Ley. — La  Instrucción  Pública  quedó  organizada 
sistemáticamente  con  la  nueva  Ley,  que  dividió  la  enseñanza  en 
primaria,  secundaria  y  superior  con  su  reglamentación  correspon- 
diente; encomendándose  su  administración  y  dirección  á  una  Cor- 
poración, creada  por  la  Ley  con  el  nombre  de  Inspección  de  Es- 
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tudios,  que  debía  ser  compuesta  de  doce  personas  de  reconocida 
competencia  y  de  acreditado  celo  por  la  enseñanza. 

Situación  Escolar  en  18 %7. — Esta  Ley  operó  un  cambio  radica] 
en  la  administración  de  las  escuelas  públicas,  que  basta  entonces 
habían  estado  bajp  la  dirección  independiente  de  una  Corporación 
privada,  y  que  ahora  dependían  directamente  del  Gobierno;  me- 
dida que  no  produjo,  de  momento,  los  provechosos  resultados 
que  eran  de  suponerse,  pues  con  la  desaparición  de  la  Sección  de 
Educación,  desapareció  también  el  entusiasmo  de  muchos  par- 
ticulares que  tenían  con  ella  relación  muy  íntima.  A  consecuen- 
cia de  esto,  los  datos  estadísticos  del  año  1847  no  son  nada  hala- 
gadores, pues  el  numero  de  escuelas  en  toda  la  Isla  no  pasaba  de 
286,  con  una  asistencia  de  11,033  niños,  de  los  cuales  7,351  se 
costeaban  su  instrucción  y  la  de  los  restantes  era  sufragada  con 
fondos  públicos  costando  $47,000,  y  de  esta  suma,  cerca  de 
$6,000  eran  producto  de  suscripciones  voluntarias  entre  par- 
ticulares, y  más  de  $9,000  eran  facilitados  por  los  Ayunta- 
mientos. 

Situación  Escolar  en  1851. — Cuatro  años  más  tarde,  sin  embargo, 
se  formó  una  nueva  estadística  escolar,  que  demostró  que  las 
escuelas  de  la  Isla  habían  aumentado  hasta  el  número  de  378, 
con  una  asistencia  de  12,936  niños;  pero  no  aparece  que  el  número 
de  niños  educados  gratuitamente  fuese  mayor,  porque  la  cantidad 
gastada  en  este  año  por  este  concepto  ($43,000,)  era  menor 
que  la  gastada  en  el  año  de  1847.  La  población  de  la  Isla  en 
esta  época  era,  aproximadamente,  de  un  millón  de  almas,  así  es 
que  apenas  se  educaba  un  niño  por  cada  70  habitantes;  propor- 
ción muy  poco  favorable.  Es  curioso  observar  que  en  esta  época 
el  número  de  soldados  que  había  en  la  Isla  era  de  19,984. 

Gobierno  del  General  Concha. — Afortunadamente  para  los  inte- 
reses escolares  de  la  Isla,  en  el  año  de  1850,  el  General  don  José 
Gutiérrez  de  la  Concha,  más  tarde  Marqués  de  la  Habana,  fué 
nombrado  Gobernador  General  de  la  Isla,  cargo  que  ocupó  hasta 
el  año  de  1852  y,  por  segunda  vez,  desde  el  de  1854  hasta   1859. 

En  una  comunicación  que  el  General  Concha  dirigió  á  su  Go- 
bierno con  fecha  15  de  marzo  de  1851,  se  ocupó  bastante  extensa- 
mente de  la  situación  de  la  Isla  en  lo  relativo  á  instrucción  pú- 
blica. Después  de  dar  ciertos  datos  estadísticos  en  apoyo  de  sus 
conclusiones,  dice  lo  siguiente:—  "V.  E.  sabe  muy  bien,  para 
que  tenga  yo  necesidad  de  demostrarlo,  que  pocos  pueblos  cultos 
ofrecen  en  su  estadística  de  instrucción  resultados  más  tristes  que 
los  que  en  la  suya  presenta,  según  lo  dicho,  la  Isla  de  Cuba.  Y 
es  tanto  más  deplorable,  cuanto  que  en  los  vecinos  Estados  de  la 
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XJnión  Americana  se  halla  en  la  situación  más  próspera,  dándose 
con  ello  lagar  á  comparaciones  desfavorables  para  nosotros  que 
Jian  de  ejercer  precisamente  una  influencia  perjudicial  en  la  opi- 
nión de  estos  habitantes." 

proyectos  del  General  Concha. — Los  datos  estadísticos  á  que.  el 
General  Concha  se  refería  en  la  comunicación  de  que  se  acaba 
¿Le  hacer  mención,  son  los  mismos  que  ya  se  han  dado  como  per- 
tenecientes al  año  de  1847.  Hacía,  además,  gran  hincapié  en  la 
muy  reducida  cantidad  de  dinero  que  se  gastaba  en  instrucción 
pública,  y  apoyaba  la  idea  de  establecer  un  impuesto  sobre  la 
lotería,  otro  sobre  la  nieve  que  se  importaba  libre  de  derechos, 
otro  sobre  los  bailes  públicos  y  otro,  en  fin,  sobre  las  corridas  de 
toros  y  peleas  de  gallos.  Con  el  producto  de  esos  impuestos  se 
podría  dar  gran  impulso  á  la  instrucción  pública  primaria.  Re- 
comendaba, además,  que  los  Ayuntamientos  se  hiciesen  cargo  del 
sostenimiento  de  las  escuelas  ucomo  el  medio  más  razonable  y 
eficaz  para  sacar  á  la  instrucción  primaria  del  lamentable  estado 
en  que  se  encuentra. ' ? 

Organización  establecida  por  Concha  en  1855. — El  General  Concha 
fué  substituido  en  el  año  de  1852  por  el  General  don  Valentín  Ca- 
ñedo, pero  como  ya  se  ha  manifestado,  volvió  á  hacerse  cargo  del 
mando  de  la  Isla  en  el  año  de  1855,  alto  puesto  que  desempeñó 
cuatro  años,  durante  los  cuales  mejoró  mucho  la  situación  escolar 
de  la  Isla,  pues  se  ocupó  con  decidido  empeño  en  fomentar  la 
enseñanza  pública,  y  en  establecer  las  escuelas  sobre  bases  sóli- 
das. Como  ya  se  ha  visto,  era  de  opinión  que  las  escuelas  debían 
ser  costeadas  por  los  Municipios,  pero  comprendía  que  para  poder 
realizar  este  plan  era  preciso  organizar  la  administración  munici- 
pal, lo  que  efectuó,  ordenándole  entonces  á  los  Ayuntamientos 
que  incluyesen  en  sus  presupuestos,  como  gastos  obligatorios,  las 
sumas  necesarias  para  el  sostenimiento  de  las  escuelas   públicas. 

Situación  Escolar  en  1860. — Los  resultados  de  esta  medida  fueron 
buenos,  pues  dio  lugar  á  que  se  despertase  una  grande  emulación 
entre  algunos  Municipios,  por  lo  cual  en  el  año  de  1860  existían 
en  la  Isla  285  escuelas  municipales  y  179  privadas,  con  una  asis- 
tencia total  de  17,519  niños,  la  enseñanza  de  10,251  de  los  cua- 
les, era  sufragada  por  los  Ayuntamientos  con  un  costo  anual 
de.  $180,000. 

Establecimiento  de  una  Escuela  Normal. — Materias  que  en  ella  se  En- 
señaban.— Durante  el  Gobierno  del  General  Concha,  en  el  año 
de  1857,  se  fundó  la  Escuela  ISTormal  de  Guanabacoa,  bajo  la  di- 
rección de  una  Corporación  religiosa.  Los  sueldos  de  los  profe- 
sores de  esta  Escuela  habían  de  ser  pagados  por  el  Gobierno.    La 


220 

enseñanza  en  la  referida  Escuela  había  de  durar  dos  años,  y,  se- 
gún las  modificaciones  introducidas  en  su  Reglamento  en  el  año 
de  1863,  de  abrazar  los  ramos  siguientes:  Religión  y  Moral;  Lec- 
tura y  Escritura;  Gramática  Castellana  y  Nociones  de  la  Latina; 
Nociones  de  Literatura,  Retórica  y  Poética;  Aritmética;  Dibujo 
Lineal  y  sus  aplicaciones  más  usuales,  extendiéndose  á  algunas 
Nociones  de  Geometría;  Geografía  genéralo  universal;  Geografía 
particular  de  España  y  de  la  Isla;  Historia  universal;  Historia 
particular  de  España  y  de  la  Isla;  Nociones  y  práctica  de  Agri- 
cultura; Métodos  de  Enseñanza;  Algebra;  Ideas  Elementales  de 
Ciencias  Naturales;  Tecnología  y  Teneduría  de  Libros. 

De  esta  Escuela  Normal  salían  anualmente  como  18  maestros 
pero  fué  clausurada  en  el  año  de  1868. 

Situación  Escolar  en  1863. — En  el  año  de  1863,  una  Comisión  es- 
pecial nombrada  por  el  Gobernador  General,  con  el  objeto  de 
averiguar  el  número  de  escuelas  que  existían,  informó  que  ha- 
bían en  la  isla  577  escuelas  á  las  que  asistían  21,283  niños;  ob- 
servándose que  eran  bastante  crecidas  las  sumas  que  se  invertían 
en  el  sostenimiento  de  esas  escuelas,  con  la  particularidad  de  que 
sólo  los  Ayuntamientos  se  ocupaban  de  ellas,  pues  el  Gobierno  no 
destinó  un  solo  peso  al  fomento  de  la  instrucción  primaria,  y  eso, 
no  por  falta  de  fondos,  como  lo  prueban  los  siguientes  datos. 

El  Presupuesto  General  de  gastos  para  el  año  de  1862  fué  el 
siguiente: 

Para  la  Sección  de  Gracia  y  Justicia $        847, 523 . 3 7 

Fomento 980,467.52 

Gobernación 2,098,062.50 

Marina 3,637,904.45 

Guerra 7,779,032.66 

Hacienda  10,279,938.76 


Total $  25,622,929.26 

Además  de  estas  sumas,  se  enviaron  á  la  Isla  de  Fernando 
Póo  $343,573  y  á  la  Península,  $3,495,770.  Estas  sumas,  agrega- 
das á  la  anterior,  hacen  ascender  el  presupuesto  del  año  de  1862 
á  $29,462,269.26.  A  parte  de  esto,  la  Isla  de  Cuba  pagó  entre 
los  años  de  1861  á  1862  la  suma  de  $2,333,210,  á  consecuencia  de 
la  reincorporación  de  Santo  Domingo,  y  la  de  $2,560,955,  á  con- 
secuencia de  la  expedición  de  Méjico.  Es  en  verdad  sorprenden- 
te que  con  rentas  tan  crecidas  no  se  gastase  un  solo  céntimo  en 
ramo  tan  importante  como  el  de  la  instrucción  pública  primaria. 

Promulgación  de  una  Nueva  Ley  Escolar. — Sus  Principales  Precep- 
tos.— En  el  año  de  1863,  siendo  el  Marqués  de  la  Habana  Minis- 
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ft*o  de  Ultramar,  se  promulgó  un  nuevo  Plan  de  Estudios 
que  difería  notablemente  de  la  Ley  de  1843,  hasta  entonces  en 
vigor. 

Las  prescripciones  de  la  nueva  Ley,  en  lo  que  se  refería  á  ins- 
trucción primaria,  estaban  comprendidas  en  las  siguientes  bases 
generales: 

Que  la  enseñanza  puede  ser  publica  y  privada,  dirigiendo  el 
Gobierno  la  primera,  é  interviniendo  en  la  segunda. 

Que  la  primera  enseñanza  podía  obtenerse  en  las  escuelas  pú- 
blicas y  privadas  y  en  el  hogar  doméstico. 

Que  las  escuelas  públicas  eran  aquéllas  sostenidas  en  todo  ó 
en  parte  con  fondos  públicos  ó  con  donaciones,  y  cuyos  jefes  y 
profesores  eran  nombrados  por  el  Gobierno  ó  sus  delegados. 

Que  las  escuelas  privadas  eran  aquéllas  sostenidas  y  dirigidas 
por  personas  particulares,  sociedades  ó  corporaciones  privadas. 

Que  los  gastos  de  las  escuelas  públicas  debían  ser  sufragados 
con  las  rentas  que  pudieran  tener,  las  sumas  que  debían  recibir 
de  los  Ayuntamientos,  y  con  las  retribuciones  que  pagasen  los  que 
en  ellas  recibiesen  la  enseñanza. 

Que  la  enseñanza  primaria  es  obligatoria  para  todos  los  niños 
blancos  entre  las  edades  de  6  á  9  años,  y  que  una  multa  hasta  de 
cinco  escudos  ($2.50)  podía  ser  impuesta  al  padre  ó  tutor  del 
menor  que  sin  causa  justificada  dejase  de  asistir  á  la  escuela. 

Que  los  Ayuntamientos  debían  incluir  anualmente  en  sus  pre- 
supuestos, como  gasto  obligatorio,  las  sumas  que  considerasen 
necesarias  para  el  sostenimiento  de  sus  escuelas,  y  que  en  el 
presupuesto  general  de  la  Isla  debía  consignarse  anualmente  la 
cantidad  de  $10,000  para  auxiliar  á  los  pueblos  que  no  pudiesen 
sostener  sus  escuelas. 

Se  prescribía  el  establecimiento  de  Escuelas  Normales  de  maes- 
tros y  maestras,  en  las  que  se  obtendría  la  instrucción  y  práctica 
necesarias  para  enseñar  en  las  escuelas  públicas;  determinándose 
además,  que  no  se  podía  obtener  título  de  maestro  de  instrucción 
primaria  sin  haber  estudiado  dos  ó  tres  años  en  una  de  dichas 
escuelas. 

Que  debía  establecerse  un  sistema  de  inspección,  etc.,  etc. 
Es  casi  innecesario  declarar  que  la  mayor  parte  de  estas  prescrip- 
ciones fueron  letra  muerta. 

Curso  de  Estudios  según  la  Nueva  Ley. — La  enseñanza  en  las  es- 
cuelas públicas  primarias  abrazaba  las  materias  siguientes:    Doc- 
trina Cristiana  y  Nociones  de  Historia  Sagrada;  Lectura;  Es 
critura;   Principios  de  Gramática  Castellana  con   Ejercicios   de 
Ortografía;    Principios   de  Aritmética   con   el  Sistema  Legal  de 
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Medidas,    Pesas  y   Monedas;   y,  según   las   localidades,  Breves 
Nociones  de  Agricultura,  Industria  ó  Comercio. 

Situación  Escolar  en  1867. — En  el  año  de  1867,  cuatro  después 
de  la  promulgación  del  Plan  de  Estudios  de  que  se  trata,  el  estado 
de  la  instrucción  primaria  era  el  que  se  demuestra  en  la  siguiente 
tabla: 


Número. 

Número 
de  maestros 
y  ayudantes . 

Número 
de  alumnos. 

COSTO. 

Escuelas  Publi- 
cas......  

418 
294 

752 
532 

18,278 
9,502 

$       596,922.00 
540,700.00 

Escuelas  Priva- 
das  

Total 

712 

1,284 

27,780 

$    1,137,622.00 

A  la  suma  que  se  gastó  en  las  escuelas  públicas,  el  Gobierno 
contribuyó  con  $29,000.  Las  escuelas  privadas  fueron,  natural- 
mente, costeadas  por  las  familias  de  los  niños  que  á  ellas  asistían. 
Grito  de  Yara. — En  el  año  de  de  1868,  como  es  bien  sabido, 
estalló  la  Revolución  que  duró  10  años,  y  por  este  motivo  no  es 
posible  dar  da.to  alguno  referente  á  la  enseñanza  pública  corres- 
pondiente á  este  período. 

Promulgación  de  una  Nueva  Ley  Escolar. — El  Plan  de  Estudios  del 
año  de  1863  fué  sustituido  en  el  de  1880  por  otro,  que  se  encon- 
traba vigente  al  efectuarse  la  Ocupación  Militar  de  la  Isla  por  el 
Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Las  prescripciones  más  impor- 
tantes que  la  nueva  Ley  contenía  con  referencia  á  la  enseñanza 
primaria,  son  las  siguientes: 

Curso  de  Estudios.— Que  la  primera  enseñanza  elemental  com- 
prende las  materias  siguientes :  Doctrina  Cristiana  y  Nociones  de 
Historia  Sagrada;  Lectura;  Escritura;  Principios  de  Gramática 
Castellana  con  Ejercicios  de  Ortografía;  Principios  de  Aritmética 
con  el  Sistema  Legal  de  Medidas,  Pesas  y  Monedas;  Breves  Nocio- 
nes de  Agricultura,  Industria  y  Comercio,  según  las  localidades. 
Que  era  deber  del  Gobernador  General  procurar  que  los  respec- 
tivos curas  párrocos  tuvieran  repasos  de  Doctrina  y  Moral  Cris- 
tiana para  los  niños  de  las  escuelas  elementales,  lo  menos  una 
vez  cada  semana. 

De  la  Asistencia. — Que  la  primera  enseñanza  elemental  es  obli- 
gatoria para  todos  los  españoles  de  6  á  9  años  de  edad,  pudiendo 
inponerse  una  multa  de  2  á  20  reales  á  los  padres  y  tutores  ó  en- 
cargados de  los  niños  de  esa  edad  que  no  cumpliesen  con  esa  obli- 
gación. 
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De  las  Retribuciones. — Que  en  las  escuelas  públicas  elementales 
»ra  permitido  recibir  alumnos  pensionados,  siempre  que  en  nada 
je  perjudicara  por  eso  la  instrucción  de  los  gratuitos,  que  se  su- 
raga  de  fondos  públicos.  Estas  retribuciones  debian  ser  fijadas 
por  la  respectiva  Junta  Local  de  Instrucción  Pública. 

Que  la  primera  enseñanza  elemental  se  daría  gratuitamente 
y\x  las  escuelas  públicas  á  los  niños  cuyos  padres,  tutores  ó  encar- 
dados no  pudieran  pagarla,  mediante  certificación  expedida  al 
efecto  por  por  el  respectivo  cura  párroco  y  visada  por  la  Autori- 
dad local  administrativa. 

De  los  Títulos  de  Maestros. — Que  se  necesitaban  los  siguientes 
estudios  para  obtener  el  título  de  Maestro  de  Primera  Enseñanza 
Elemental:  Catecismo  explicado  de  la  Doctrina  Cristiana;  Ele- 
mentos de  Historia  Sagrada;  Lectura;  Caligrafía;  Gramática  Cas- 
tellana con  ejercicios  prácticos  de  Composición;  Aritmética;  No- 
ciones de  Geometría;  Dibujo  Lineal  y  Agrimensura;  Elementos 
de  Geografía;  Compendio  de  la  Historia  de  España;  Nociones  de 
Agricultura;  Principios  de  Educación;  y  Métodos  y  Práctica  de  la 
Enseñanza. 

De  los  Libros  de  Texto. — Que  los  libros  de  texto  que  debian  em- 
plearse en  las  escuelas  serian  señalados  en  las  listas  que  el  Go- 
bierno Supremo  publicaría  cada  tres  años. 

De  las  Escuelas  Públicas.  Su  Definición.  De  su  Sostenimiento. — Que 
las  escuelas  públicas  de  primera  enseñanza  son  las  que  se  sostie- 
nen en  todo  ó  en  parte  con  fondos  públicos,  Obras  Pías  ú  otras 
fundaciones  destinadas  al  efecto.  Estas  escuelas  debian  estar  á 
cargo  de  los  respectivos  Ayuntamientos,  á  los  que  correspondía 
incluir  en  sus  presupuestos  anuales,  como  gasto  obligatorio,  las 
sumas  necesarias  para  atender  á  ellas,  teniendo  en  cuenta  las 
rentas  que  dichas  escuelas  pudieran  poseer.  El  Gobierno  debia 
consignar  anualmente  en  el  presupuesto  general  de  la  Isla,  la 
cantidad  de  $10,000,  por  lo  menos,  para  auxiliar  á  los  pueblos 
que  no  pudieren  por  sí  costear  sus  escuelas.  Dicha  cantidad  ha- 
bía de  ser  distribuida  por  el  Gobernador  General  de  acuerdo 
con  la  Junto  de  Superior  de  Instrucción  Pública. 

Del  Establecimiento  de  Escuelas. — Que  en  cada  pueblo  de  500  almas 
debía,  necesariamente,  existir  una  escuela  pública  elemental  para 
niños  y  otra,  aunque  fuere  incompleta,  para  niñas. 

De  las  Escuelas  Privadas. — Que  son  escuelas  privadas  las  creadas 
y  sostenidas  con  fondos  particulares. 

Que  todo  español  tenía  derecho  para  establecer  escuelas  priva- 
das, con  arreglo  á  las  Leyes  vigentes,  pudiendo  los  directores  ó 
fundadores  de  dichas  escuelas  imprimirles  la  marcha  que  estima- 
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sen  más  conveniente,  reservándose  el  Gobierno  únicamente  el 
derecho  de  inspeccionarlas  á  fin  de  averiguar  si  los  niños  qne  ¿ 
ellas  asisten  son  debidamente  instruidos  en  la  religión,  y  para  dar. 
se  cuenta  de  las  condiciones  higiénicas  de  los  locales  ocupados 
por  dichas  escuelas. 

Requisitos  Necesarios  para  Ejercer  el  Profesorado. — Que  para  poder 
ejercer  el  Profesorado  se  requería  ser  español,  y  justificar  buena 
conducta  religiosa  y  moral,  no  pudiendo  ejercerlo  las  personas 
que  padecieren  de  enfermedad  ó  defecto  físico  que  las  imposibili- 
tare para  la  enseñanza. 

De  los  Nombramientos  y  Cesantías  de  los  Maestros. — Que  los  nombra* 
mientos  de  maestros  para  las  escuelas  públicas  correspondían  al 
Gobierno  ó  á  sus  Delegados.  Mngún  maestro  podía  ser  decla- 
rado cesante,  sino  por  virtud  de  sentencia  judicial  que  lo  inhabi- 
litase para  ejercer  su  cargo,  6  de  expediente  gubernativo  en  el 
cual  se  pruebe  que  no  ha  cumplido  con  sus  deberes  como  maestro,  6 
que  infunde  en  sus  alumnos  doctrinas  perniciosas,  ó  que  es  indigno 
de  pertenecer  al  Profesorado  por  su  conducta  moral.  Por  iguales 
motivos  podía  el  Gobernador  General  suspender  á  un  Profesor. 

Disposiciones  Generales. — Que  ningún  maestro  de  escuela  pública 
podía  desempeñar  ningún  otro  cargo  público  retribuido,  ni  ense- 
ñar en  una  escuela  privada  ni  en  casas  particulares  sin  expresa 
licencia  del  Gobierno  General. 

Cuerpos  Administrativos. — Que  el  Gobernador  General,  como 
Delegado  del  Ministro  de  Ultramar,  era  el  Jefe  Superior  del  Eamo 
de  Instrucción  Pública  y  el  Presidente  nato  de  la  Junta  Superior 
de  Instrucción  Pública,  compuesta  de  trece  miembros  nombrados 
por  el  Gobierno  de  España  á  propuesta  del  Gobernador  General 
de  la  Isla.  Dicha  Junta  debía  ser  oída:  en  la  aprobación  de  li- 
bros de  texto;  en  la  creación  ó  supresión  de  escuelas;  en  los  expe- 
dientes de  separación  de  Maestros;  y  en  la  formación  de  Regla- 
mentos para  el  mejor  cumplimiento  de  la  Ley.  Había,  además, 
Juntas  Provinciales  de  Instrucción  Pública  y  Municipales  de 
Primera  Enseñanza,  dependientes  todas  del  Gobierno  Civil  de  la 
respectiva  provincia. 

De  las  Escuelas  Normales.— -La  Ley  ordenaba  el  establecimiento 
de  una  Escuela  Normal  en  la  capital  de  cada  provincia  para  que 
los  que  intentasen  dedicarse  al  magisterio  de  primera  enseñanza 
pudieran  adquirir  la  instrucción  necesaria. 

Situación  Escolar  en  1893. — -La  siguiente  tabla,  tomada  de  fuentes 
oficiales  españolas,  da  una  idea  de  la  situación  de  la  enseñanza 
en  la  Isla  de  Cuba  en  el  año  de  1893,  poco  más  de  un  año  antes 
de  estallar  la  Revolución  del  año  de  1895. 
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Pinar  del  Río 

150 
213 
150 
214 
41 
130 

4,335 

9,428 
5,652 
8,089 
1,744 
5,911 

2,954 
5,315 
3,442 
4,694 
982 
3,450 

1,381 
4,113 
2,210 
3,395 
762 
2,461 

$     88,687.50 
217,222.28 
133,014.90 
150,644.00 
34,144.60 
106,876.10 

26 
346 
117 
141 

38 
120 

718 
12,956 
4,416 
4,608 

923 
3,575 

410 
5,766 
2,235 
2,279 

391 
1,392 

308 
7,190 
2,180 
2,329 

532 
2,183 

Habana 

Matanzas 

Santa  Clara 

Puerto  Príncipe 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Total 

898 

35,159 

20,837 

14,322 

$  <  730,589.38 

788 

27,196 

12,474 

14,722 

Bosquejo  General  del  Adelanto  Obtenido 
durante  el  año. 

Situación  General  al  Comenzar  el  Año. — Durante  el  año  escolar 
de  1900  á  1901,  se  han  realizado  grandes  progresos  en  todos  lo  s 
ramos  de  la  administración  escolar  de  la  Isla.  Desde  principios 
de  dicho  año  había  empleados  en  la  Isla  más  de  3,000  maestros, 
á  los  que  se  había  atendido  en  lo  posible,  no  obstante  lo  cual, 
muchas  escuelas  se  encontraban  establecidas  en  pésimas  casas, 
pobremente  dotadas  de  mobiliario  y  del  más  indispensable  ma- 
terial de  enseñanza;  del  todo  abandonadas,  en  una  palabra,  por 
las  respectivas  Juntas  de  Educación.  La  asistencia  en  muchos 
lugares  era  extraordinariamente  escasa,  y  los  métodos  aplicados 
por  los  maestros  eran,  por  lo  general,  infames,  lo  cual  no  es  de 
sorprender,  dado  que  la  gran  mayoría  de  los  mencionados  maes- 
troe  no  habían  ejercido  más  que  durante  cinco  ó  seis  meses  y  sin 
dirección  ninguna. 

Instrucción  Técnica. — El  año  escolar  anterior  había  sido  emplea- 
do casi  enteramente  en  establecer  escuelas,  nombrar  maestros, 
conseguir  casas,  en  adquirir  y  distribuir  mobiliario,  etc. ,  etc. ; 
dedicándose  muy  poco  tiempo  á  mejorar  el  nivel  profesional  de 
los  maestros  y  á  la  inspección  técnica  del  trabajo  por  ellos  reali- 


Los  datos  que  contiene  el  anterior  bosquejo  han  sido  tomados  de  las  fuentes  siguientes: 
Papeles  Postumos,  de  José  Antonio  Saco;  Cuba  desde  1850  á  1873,  por  Carlos.  Sedaño  y  Cruzat; 
Apuntes  para  la  Historia  de  las  Letras,  por  José  Antonio  Bachiller  y  Morales;  La  Memoria- 
Anuario  de  la  Universidad  de  la  Habana,  del  año  1893,  de  la  que  se  ha  tomado  la  tabla  que 
antecede,  y  muy  especialmente,  de  un  libro  intitulado  La  Instrucción  Pública  en  la  Isla  de 
Cuba,  escrito-  por  Pedro  de  Agüero  y  publicado  en  el  año  de  1867,  del  cual  se  han  copiado  al- 
gunos párrafos. 
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zado  en  sus  respectivas  aulas.  ~No  fué  sino  hasta  el  verano  del 
año  de  1900  que,  con  la  promulgación  de  la  vigente  Ley  Escolar, 
que  creó  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes,  se  empezó  á  hacer  algo 
en  el  sentido  de  descubrir  y  corregir,  en  el  año  á  que  este  infor- 
me se  refiere,  los  numerosos  errores  cometidos  en  el  anterior. 

Inspección  Técnica. — Hasta  el  mes  de  septiembre  del  referido 
año  se  puede  decir  que  las  escuelas  públicas  no  habían  gozado, 
casi  en  lo  absoluto,  de  las  ventajas  de  la  inspección  técnica.  Ha- 
bían sido,  sí,  frecuentemente  visitadas  por  inspectores  nombra- 
dos por  el  Gobernador  Militar;  pero  sólo  con  el  objeto  de  averi- 
guar si  la  asistencia  era  buena  ó  mala,  y  para  darse  cuenta  de  las 
condiciones  sanitarias  de  las  casas  en  que  estaban  instaladas  las 
escuelas,  délos  artículos  que  éstas  necesitaban,  etc.  ISTo  se  había, 
sin  embargo,  realizado  una  sola  visita  con  el  objeto  de  corregir 
ó  de  aminorar  los  males  ocasionados  por  la  defectuosa  enseñanza 
dada  en  las  escuelas  públicas.  En  aquel  entonces,  no  era  extra- 
ño encontrar  á  los  alumnos  de  una  escuela  estudiando  en  alta  voz 
todos  á  un  tiempo,  lo  que  es  suficiente  para  dar  una  idea  de  cómo 
se  enseñaba.  ISTo  se  empezó  á  combatir  los  defectos  ó  males  que 
dejo  apuntados  hasta  principios  del  año  escolar  de  1900-1901, 
mediante  la  creación  de  las  Superintendencias  Provinciales. 

Matrícula  y  Asistencia. — Las  escuelas  públicas  de  Cuba  han  ade- 
lantado con  gran  rapidez,  porque  han  tenido  ancho  campo  de 
progreso,  pero  los  adelantos  realizados  en  el  año  que  acaba  de 
transcurrir  han  sido  muy  superiores  á  los  obtenidos  en  cualquier 
otro  período  de  igual  duración,  desde  el  establecimiento  del  ac- 
tual sistema  escolar.  Aproximadamente,  se  ban  matriculado  en 
nuestras  escuelas,  durante  el  período  lectivo  del  pasado  año  esco- 
lar, 254,000  niños  distintos  y  la  matrícula  mensual  ha  alcanzado, 
aproximadamente,  la  cifra  de  180,000  niños,  délos  cuales  135,000 
han  asistido  diariamente  durante  el  año.  Según  el  censo  oficial,  Cu- 
ba tiene  una  población  de  un  millón  y  medio  de  almas,  de  lo  que 
resulta  que  la  undécima  parte  de  la  población  total  de  la  Isla, 
asiste  con  regularidad  á  las  escuelas  públicas.  El  número  de 
analfabéticos,  mayores  de  diez  años  de  edad,  que  según  el  referido 
censo  existen  en  la  Isla,  es  de  690,565,  siendo  el  número  de  ha- 
bitantes mayores  de  diez  años,  de  1,215,810;  de  lo  que  resulta 
que  el  57  %  de  los  individuos  mayores  de  diez  años,  que  en  Cuba 
existen,  no  saben  ni  leer  ni  escribir.  Esta  triste  situación  no 
puede  subsistir  mucho  tiempo  si  la  undécima  parte  de  la  población 
total  de  la  Isla  continúa  asistiendo  á  las  escuelas  públicas;  pero 
como  la  inmensa  mayoría  de  ese  número  lo  componen  niños, 
entre  las  edades  de  6  á  14  años,  será  preciso  el  transcurso  de  al- 
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gunos  años  para  que  puedan  apreciarse  y  sentirse  los  inmensos 
beneficios  que  el  país  está  reportando  de  su  sistema  escolar  actual. 

Durante  el  año  transcurrido,  se  lia  aumentado  en  algunas  cen- 
tenas el  número  de  aulas ,  y  tanto  la  matrícula  como  la  asistencia 
media  han  aumentado  de  una  manera  tan  constante  que  una  y 
otra  pueden,  sin  desmerecer,  ser  comparadas  con  las  que  se  ob- 
tienen en  Estados  más  poblados  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  cuyos  sis- 
temas escolares  hace  más  tiempo  que  se  han  establecido. 

Los  múltiples  errores  cometidos  al  establecer  por  primera  vez 
las  escuelas,  debido  á  la  premura  con  que  se  realizó  ese  trabajo, 
han  sido,  en  gran  parte,  subsanados  de  tal  manera,  que  en  la  ac- 
tualidad se  encuentran,  en  las  inmediaciones  de  cualquier  escuela, 
población  escolar  suficiente  para  que  la  asistencia  sea  crecida. 

Eficacia  ele  las  Juntas  de  Educación. — Las  Juntas  de  Educación 
se  han  dado  ya  cuenta  más  exacta  de  sus  facultades  y  deberes  y, 
por  tanto,  la  administración  escolar  de  todos  los  distritos  ha  me- 
jorado notablemente  y  continúa  mejorando.  Cada  dia  aumenta 
el  respeto  y  el  interés  que  todo  ciudadano,  encumbrado  ó  hu- 
milde, rico  ó  pobre,  siente  por  las  escuelas  públicas,  á  las  que  se 
ha  llegado  á  estimar  en  su  valor  verdadero,  con  la  desaparición 
gradual  de  los  prejuicios  que  existían  en  su  contra.  El  número 
de  escuelas  privadas  va  en  descenso.  Las  mejores  de  su  clase 
siguen  funcionando  y  continuarán  durante  muchos  años  aún,  pe- 
ro las  de  la  clase  conocida  con  el  nombre  de  "escuelitas"  no  po- 
drán vivir  largo  tiempo. 

Casas  de  Escuela.  Material  Escolar. — Las  casas  en  que  funcio- 
nan las  escuelas  reúnen  hoy  mejores  condiciones  debido  al  proce- 
dimiento que  sin  descanso  se  ha  seguido:  abandonar  casas  poco 
adecuadas  cada  vez  que  se  ha  presentado  la  oportunidad  de  con- 
seguir otras  mejoras.  La  mayor  parte  de  las  escuelas  han  sido 
abundantemente  provistas  de  mobiliario  moderno,  y  para  las  res- 
tantes se  han  construido  cómodos  bancos  hechos  en  el  país.  A 
todas  se  les  ha  distribuido  buena  cantidad  de  textos  y  demás  ma- 
terial de  enseñanza,  escogido  todo  con  el  mayor  cuidado.  Muchos 
edificios  pertenecientes  al  Estado  han  sido  reparados  y  converti- 
dos en  casas  de  escuela,  modernas  en  todo  sentido,  y  se  han 
construido,  además,  con  el  mismo  objeto,  casas  tan  higiénicas  y  có- 
modas como  podían  serlo,  dada  la  reducida  suma  de  que  se  ha 
podido  disponer. 

Exámenes. — La  tan  debatida  cuestión  de  exámenes  de  maestros 
ha  sido  por  fin  resuelta  de  una  manera  definitiva,  siendo  requi- 
sito indispensable  para  poder  desempeñar  una  plaza  de  maestro 
en  el  año  escolar  de  1901-1902,  poseer  el  certificado  de  primer  gra- 
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do.  Ea  las  vacaciones,  funcionaron  durante  seis  semanas  en  to- 
das las  provincias  de  la  Isla  Escuelas  Normales  de  Yerano,  á  las 
que  asistieron  más  dé  4,000  maestros.  A  la  Escuela  de  Verano 
de  la  Universidad  de  Harvard,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  asis- 
tieron cien  maestros  cubanos  cuidadosamente  escogidos. 

El  Sistema  Escolar  Representado  en  el  Certamen  de  Buffalo. — Tam- 
bién durante  el  verano  se  realizaron  los  trabajos  necesarios  para 
que  las  escuelas  públicas  de  la  Isla  estuviesen  representadas  en 
el  Certamen  de  Buffalo.  Fué  la  primera  exhibición  de  esta  clase 
organizada  en  la  Isla,  y  las  muchas  medallas  y  otros  premios  que 
se  han  obtenido  son  pruebas  evidentes  de  su  éxito. 

Estudiantes  cubanas  en  la  Escuela  Normal  de  New  Paltz. — La  posi- 
bilidad de  establecer  Escuelas  Normales  en  la  Isla  ha  sido  cuida- 
dosamente considerada,  y  no  se  ha  creido  conveniente  crear  di- 
chas escuelas  por  ahora;  pero  en  cambio  se  han  hecho  arreglos 
con  la  Escuela  Normal  de  New  Paltz,  situada  en  el  Estado  de 
Nueva  York,  en  virtud  de  los  cuales  sesenta  jóvenes  cubanas  son 
hoy  alumnas  de  la  referida  Institución,  en  la  que  podrán  perma- 
necer hasta  dos  años. 

Cursos  de  Estudios. — La  Junta  de  Superintendentes,  en  sus  se- 
siones de  marzo  último,  preparó  unos  Cursos  de  Estudios  para 
las  escuelas  públicas  de  la  Isla,  que  se  pondrán  en  vigor  á  prin- 
cipios del  año  escolar  de  1901-1902,  y  todas  las  escuelas  de  la 
Isla  quedarán  graduadas  durante  el  referido  año  con  arreglo  á  los 
mencionados  Cursos. 

Carácter  de  las  Mejoras. — Durante  el  año,  no  sólo  se  han  obteni- 
do notables   adelantos,  sino  que  se  han   ideado  y  llevado   á  la 
práctica  planes  de  mejoras  para  el  porvenir,  por  lo  cual  los  resul-. 
tados  de  los  trabajos  realizados  en  al  año  que  acaba  de  transcurrir 
serán  observados  durante  muchos  años  posteriores. 

La   Ley   Escolar. 

La  Ley  Escolar  una  Ley  Democrática. — En  el  primer  volumen  de 
esta  Memoria,  se  hace  una  explicación  minuciosa  de  la  Ley  Es- 
colar vigente,  y  se  ponen  de  manifiesto  las  medidas  adoptadas 
para  llevarla  á  la  práctica,  razón  por  la  cual  esa  información  no 
será  aquí  repetida.  La  Ley  Escolar  es  la  Orden  más  democráti- 
ca que  ha  sido  publicada  durante  la  Ocupación  Militar  de  la  Isla 
de  Cuba,  pues  confía  el  manejo  de  las  escuelas  públicas  de  la 
Isla,  casi  por  completo,  á  las  distintas  Juntas  de  Educación,  con- 
cediendo á  determinados  Centros  superiores  solamente  el  derecho 
de  inspección  y  ciertos  poderes   indispensables  en  vista  de  que 
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Roclos  los  gastos  que  irroga  el  sistema  escolar  son  costeados  por  el 
Tesoro  de  la  Isla,  y  si  se  tiene  en  cuenta  que  la  graduación  de 
las  escuelas  ha  de  ser  efectuada  con  arreglo  á  un  solo  plan  para 
que  la  enseñanza  resulte  uniforme. 

Quejas  contra  la  Ley  Escolar. — Los  miembros  de  las  Juntas  de 
Educación  son  elegidos  por  sufragio,  concediéndose  de  este  modo 
á  todo  padre  el  derecho  de  nombrar  á  los  que  han  de  constituir 
la  Corporación  que  se  ha  de  ocupar  de  la  enseñanza  de  sus  hijos, 
y  es  curioso  notar  que  precisamente  á  lo  democrático  de  esta 
Orden  se  deben  la  gran  mayoría  de  las  quejas  que  contra  la  mis- 
ma se  han  producido.  Sucede  á  veces  que  una  Junta  de  Educa- 
ción, por  ignorancia  ú  otra  causa,  se  extralimita  cometiendo  con 
cualquier  individuo  una  injusticia  real,  aunque  á  veces  no  existe 
más  que  en  la  imaginación  del  individuo,  pero  haya  ó  no  causa 
de  queja,  inmediatamente  empiezan  á  llegar  protestas  contra  la 
Junta  en  cuestión,  á  la  Oficina  del  Superintendente  de  Escuelas 
de  la  Isla,  del  Comisionado,  del  Secretario  de  Instrucción  Públi- 
ca, y  aun  á  la  del  Gobernador  Militar.  Ha  sido  siempre  norma 
de  esta  Oficina  hacer  justicia  al  que  la  tiene,  pero  siempre  si- 
guiendo el  procedimiento  que  la  Ley  señala,  por  lo  que  á  veces 
no  llega  el  remedio  con  la  prontitud  que  desea  el  interesado, 
quien  impaciente,  clama  entonces  contra  la  Ley,  pidiendo  acción 
más  rápida.  Excepto  en  casos  extraordinarios,  en  que  ha  sido 
absolutamente  necesario  adoptar  un  procedimiento  de  carácter 
administrativo,  estas  demandas  han  sido  rehusadas,  ajustándose 
esta  Oficina  estrictamente  al  procedimiento  señalado  por  la  Ley 
Escolar. 

No  cabe  duda  que  en  las  primeras  elecciones  que  se  celebraron 
para  constituir  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  los  electores  no  siempre 
se  dieron  cuenta  exacta  de  la  importancia  del  organismo  cuya 
constitución  se  les  confiaba,  y  acostumbrados  como  estaban  á  ver 
el  país  gobernado  arbitraria  y  caprichosamente,  vivían  persuadi- 
dos de  que  la  manera  más  fácil  de  obtener  justicia  y  el  castigo  de 
los  culpables,  en  caso  de  que  las  Juntas  por  ellos  elegidas  no 
cumpliesen  con  sus  deberes,  era  acudiendo  en  queja  al  Goberna- 
dor Militar  de  lá  Isla.  Naturalmente,  teniendo  este  criterio, 
muy  poco  les  importaba  qué  personas  debían  componer  los  refe- 
ridos organismos.  Creo,  sin  embargo,  que  se  ha  llegado  á  com- 
prender que  para  obtener  una  administración  buena,  honrada  é 
imparcial  de  los  intereses  escolares  de  cualquier  distrito,  es  pre- 
ciso que  los  electores  de  ese  distrito  lleven  á  la  Junta  hombres 
capaces  de  comprender  sus  deberes  y  de  cumplirlos. 

La  Experiencia  ha  Demostrado  que  la  Ley  Escolar  está  Basada  en  Fir- 
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mes  Principios. — Algunos  han  manifestado  que  no  era  llegado  el 
tiempo  de  poner  en  vigor  una  Ley  que  deja  de  manera  tan  abso- 
luta en  manos  del  pueblo  la  facultad  de  corregir  los  males  produ- 
cidos por  una  Junta  indolente  ó  algo  peor;  pero  en  vez  de  ser  esto 
cierto,  la  experiencia  que  se  obtiene  con  cada  mes  que  transcurre 
viene  á  demostrar  que  el  pueblo  es  capaz  de  velar  por  sus  intere- 
ses y  de  defender  sus  derechos,  en  cuanto  se  dé  cuenta  de  que  a 
él  incumbe  este  importantísimo  deber.  Durante  el  lapso  de 
tiempo  transcurrido,  todo  ciudadano,  desde  el  más  humilde  hasta 
el  más  poderoso,  ha  tenido  ocasión  de  comprender  que  es  deber 
suyo  prestar  su  concurso  al  adelanto  y  progreso  del  sistema 
escolar. 

Los  abusos  que  se  han  cometido  han  sido  en  realidad  pocos, 
aunque  á  primera  vista  aparezca  que  han  sido  muchos;  ello  se 
debe  al  hecho  de  que  desde  un  conserje  á  quien  con  sobrada  ra- 
zón se  ha  dejado  cesante,  hasta  la  persona  con  quien,  en  verdad, 
se  ha  cometido  seria  injusticia,  todos  protestan  de  mil  modos,  y 
en  un  país  pequeño  como  lo  es  Cuba,  todas  estas  protestas  llegan 
á  conocimiento  del  público. 

La  experiencia  de  más  de  un  año  demuestra  de  manera  á  todas 
luces  evidente,  que  debe  mantenerse  el  principio  de  confiar  el 
manejo  y  la  administración  de  las  escuelas  á  Corporaciones  loca- 
les, reservándose  á  Oficinas  centrales  la  administración  general 
y  la  dirección  técnica  del  sistema.  Es  la  única  manera  de  con- 
seguir que  cada  localidad  sienta  interés  y  orgullo  por  sus  escue- 
las. 

Modificaciones  hechas  á  la  Ley  Escolar. — Como  se  indicó  en  el  pri- 
mer tomo  de  esta  Memoria,  ha  sido  necesario  modificar  en  ciertos 
particulares  de  importancia  relativamente  escasa,  determinados 
artículos  de  la  Ley,  modificaciones  que  será  necesario  continuar 
introduciendo,  á  medida  que  las  circunstancias  así  lo  aconsejen. 

A  principios  del  mes  de  abril,  esta  Oficina  recomendó  al  Go- 
bernador Militar  que  se  modificase  de  manera  radical  el  Art.  78 
de  la  Ley  Escolar,  recomendación  que  fué  aprobada  por  dicha 
Autoridad.  El  referido  artículo  tal  como  se  publicó  en  la  Orden 
número  368  estaba  redactado  en  la  siguiente  forma: 

Cada  Junta  de  Educación  tendrá  el  manejo  y  dirección  de  las 
escuelas  públicas  del  distrito,  excepto  en  lo  prescripto  para  las 
Juntas  de  distritos  urbanos,  con  plenos  poderes  para  nombrar  di- 
rectores, maestros,  porteros  y  demás  empleados,  y  fijar  sus  suel- 
dos, siempre  que  los  de  maestros  no  excedan  al  mes  de  las  si- 
guientes sumas:  en  la  Habana,  setenta  y  cinco  pesos  ($  75);  en 
las  capitales  de  provincias  y  en  Cárdenas  y  en  Cienfuegos,  sesenta 
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pesos  ($  60) ;  en  todos  los  demás  municipios,  cincuenta  pesos 
($50) ;  excepto  que  los  maestros  de  las  escuelas  que  no  tuvieren  una 
asistencia  media  de  treinta  alumnos  no  percibirán  más  de  treinta 
pesos  ($30).  Todo  maestro  que  desempeñe  las  funciones  de  tal  en 
una  escuela,  y  tenga  la  inspección  de  dos  ó  más  escuelas  será  con- 
siderado en  las  nóminas  como  director,  y  recibirá  un  sueldo  adicio- 
nal de  diez  pesos  ($  10)  al  mes.  Estos  sueldos  podrán  ser  aumenta- 
dos; pero  nunca  disminuidos  durante  el  periodo  por  que  se  haya 
hecho  el  nombramiento  del  maestro,  pero  ninguno  será  nombra- 
do por  más  de  un  año,  y  la  Junta  de  Educación  tendrá  facultad 
para  declarar  cesante  á  cualquier  empleado  por  faltar  á  sus  debe- 
res, por  inmoralidad  ó  por  indebida  conducta,  debiendo  manifes- 
tar por  escrito  á  dicho  empleado  las  razones  que  motivan  su  ce- 
santía. En  las  escuelas  de  niñas  se  emplearán  únicamente  mu- 
jeres; en  las  de  varones  podrán  emplearse  hombres  ó  mujeres. 
Por  iguales  servicios  percibirán  siempre  el  mismo  sueldo  las  mu- 
jeres y  los  hombres. 

Dicho  artículo  fué  modificado  por  la  Orden  numero  127,  serie 
de  1901,  como  á  continuación  se  expresa: 

Cada  Junta  de  Educación  tendrá  el  manejo  y  dirección  de  las 
escuelas  públicas  en  su  distrito  y,  exceptuando  las  Juntas  de 
Educación  de  Distritos  Urbanos  de  Primera  Clase,  plenos  poderes 
para  nombrar  directores,  maestros,  conserjes  y  demás  emplea- 
dos, y  fijar,  con  la  aprobación  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Pú- 
blicas, sus  sueldos,  siempre  que  los  de  maestros  no  excedan  al 
mes  de  las  siguientes  cantidades:  en  la  Habana,  $75;  en  las 
demás  capitales  de  provincia  y  en  Cárdenas  y  en  Cienfuegos, 
$60;  en  todos  los  demás  distritos,  $50;  pero  ningún  maestro 
ganará  un  sueldo  menor  de  $30.  Las  Juntas  de  Educación 
fijarán,  dentro  de  estos  límites,  el  sueldo  que  á  su  juicio  se  me- 
rezca cada  maestro,  y  cualquier  maestro  que  tenga  á  su  cargo  un 
aula  y  además  la  dirección  de  otras  dos  aulas,  por  lo  menos,  será 
considerado  como  un  director,  y  recibirá  un  sueldo  adicional  que 
no  podrá  exceder  de  $25  al  mes  en  el  Distrito  Urbano  de  la 
Habana,  de  $15  al  mes  en  los  demás  Distritos  Urbanos  de 
Primera  y  Segunda  Clase,  y  de  $10  al  mes  en  los  Distritos  Mu- 
nicipales. 

Los  contratos  con  los  maestros  deberán  hacerse  antes  del  día 
31  de  agosto  del  año  anterior  al  en  que  el  maestro  ha  de  traba- 
jar, y  en  esa  fecha,  ó  antes,  se  remitirá  al  Comisionado  de  Es- 
cuelas Públicas,  para  su  aprobación,  una  relación  nominal  de  los 
,  maestros  contratados  con  sus  respectivos  sueldos.  No  se  podrán 
disminuir  dichos  sueldos  durante  el  tiempo  por  el  cual  se  hayan 
hecho  los  contratos;  pero  éstos  no  se  harán  por  un  período  mayor 
de  un  año. 

Cumpliendo  lo  prescripto  en  la  Orden  número  109,  serie  co- 
mente, de  este  Cuartel  General,  las  Juntas  de  Educación  podrán 
declarar  cesante  á  cualquiera  de  sus  maestros  por  faltas  en  el 
cumplimiento  de  sus   deberes,  por  inmoralidad   ó   por   indebida 
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conducta,  manifestando  al  interesado,  por  escrito,  la  razón  ó  mo- 
tivo de  su  cesantía.  El  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas  podrá, 
por  las  mismas  razones,  suspender  de  empleo  y  sueldo  ó  declarar 
cesante,  á  cualquier  empleado  de  una  Junta  de  Educación,  y  po- 
drá, asimismo,  con  la  aprobación  del  Gobernador  Militar,  decla- 
rar cesantes  á  dichos  empleados,  cuando  por  razones  de  economía 
así  lo  demande  el  servicio  público. 

En  los  contratos  que  celebrarán  las  Juntas  de  Educación  con 
cada  uno  de  sus  maestros,  se  especificará  la  escuela  y  aula  en  que 
dichos  maestros  habrán  de  enseñar,  y  no  podrán  ser  trasladados 
de  esa  escuela  á  otra,  ó  de  esa  aula  á  otra,  sin  su  consentimiento. 

En  las  escuelas  de  niñas  se  emplearán  únicamente  mujeres 
para  maestras  y  conserjes;  en  las  de  varones  podrán  emplearse 
hombres  ó  mujeres,  lo  mismo  que  en  las  escuelas  mixtas,  siendo 
preferible  que  éstas  estén  á  cargo  de  mujeres.  Por  iguales  servi- 
cios percibirán  siempre  el  mismo  sueldo  las  mujeres  y  los  hom- 
bres. 

Razones  por  qué  se  Hicieron  estas  Modificaciones. — Si  se  comparan 
estos  dos  artículos,  se  observa  que  se  aumenta  el  sueldo  máximo 
que  puede  pagarse  á  los  maestros,  de  manera  que  los  emolumen- 
tos de  dichos  empleados  varían  desde  un  mínimun  de  $30 
hasta  un  máximun  de  $100.  Se  observa,  además,  que  el  nuevo 
artículo  prescribe  que  en  los  contratos  que  se  celebren  con  los 
maestros  debe  especificarse  el  aula  de  la  escuela  en  que  dichos 
empleados  han  de  prestar  sus  servicios.  La  modificación  radical 
consiste,  sin  embargo,  en  haber  eliminado  del  artículo  el  precep- 
to que  antes  contenía,  en  virtud  del  cual  había  de  determinarse 
el  sueldo  que  cada  maestro  debía  percibir  por  el  promedio  de 
asistencia  que  mensualmente  arrojase  su  aula,  precepto  que  en  la 
práctica  dio  muy  malos  resultados,  y  con  razón  sobrada,  porque 
determinar  el  mayor  ó  menor  sueldo  que  debe  un  maestro  disfru- 
tar en  virtud  del  número  de  niños  que  diariamente  hayan  asis- 
tido á  su  aula,  era,  por  lo  menos,  premiar  la  falsedad,  y  aunque 
confío  en  que  los  maestros  no  hayan  acudido  á  ese  procedimiento, 
era  desde  luego  poco  prudente  no  quitarles  esta  tentación.  Ade- 
más, el  principio  era  por  todos  motivos  muy  defectuoso,  pues  á 
los  maestros  se  les  debe  pagar  con  arreglo  á  sus  aptitudes,  con 
arreglo  %  lo  que  valen,  y  puede  muy  bien  darse  el  caso  de  que 
un  maestro  cuya  aula  tenga  una  asistencia  media  de  veinte  alum- 
nos, sea  mncho  mejor  que  aquel  á  cuya  aula  asisten  diariamente 
cincuenta  niños.  El  antiguo  método  no  era  justo,  ni  para  las  Jun- 
tas de  Educación  ni  para  los  maestros,  y  con  la  publicación  del 
nuevo  Artículo  76,  esa  manera  completamente  arbitraria  de  de- 
terminar los  sueldos  de  los  maestros  ha  sido  substituida  por  otra 
en  virtud  de  la  cual  dichos  empleados  ganarán  los  sueldos  á   que 
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por  sus  aptitudes  tengan  derecho,  dentro  de  los  límites  fijados 
por  la  Ley.  Esta  modificación  ha  puesto  mayor  facultad  en 
manos  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  algunas  de  las  cuales  han 
abusado  de  ella,  pero  de  esto  me  ocuparé  en  otra  parte  de  este 
informe. 

El  Plan  de  Exámenes  Modificado. — En  la  Orden  num.  127,  ya  men- 
cionada, se  publicaron  no  solamente  los  cambios  á  que  me  acabo 
de  referir  sino  también  una  modificación  de  la  Orden  num.  474, 
serie  de  1900,  que  determinaba  como  habían  de  celebrarse  los 
exámenes  de  aspirantes  á  certificados  que  habilitan  para  la  ense- 
ñanza en  las  escuelas  públicas  de  la  Isla.  Los  exámenes  de  fe- 
brero de  1901  se  verificaron  con  arreglo  al  plan  señalado  en  la 
Orden  últimamente  mencionada,  observándose  que  contenía  cier- 
tos defectos  que  era  preciso  corregir  antes  de  que  se  efectuasen 
los  exámenes  que  debían  verificarse  en  el  verano  del  propio  año. 

Razones. — La  Ley  Escolar  confía  á  la  Junta  de  Superintenden- 
tes la  determinación  de  todo  lo  relativo  á  exámenes,  y  la  mencio- 
nada Orden  núm.  474  señalaba  un  plan  tan  minucioso,  tan  deta- 
llado, que  en  la  práctica  se  encontraron  los  Superintendentes 
completamente  imposibilitados  para  acomodarse  á  las  circunstan- 
cias del  momento.  Cuando  se  pensó  en  modificar  dicha  Orden, 
se  convino  en  determinar  únicamente  las  líneas  generales  del 
plan,  dejando  por  completo  todo  lo  relativo  á  detalles,  que  por 
fuerza  tienen  que  variar,  á  la  discreción  de  la  Junta  de  Superin- 
tendentes. La  nueva  Orden  que  se  publicó,  redactada  con  arre- 
glo al  criterio  que  se  acaba  de  exponer,  determina  las  asigna- 
turas sobre  que  han  de  versar  los  exámenes,  los  grados  de  los 
certificados  que  en  ellos  pueden  obtenerse,  la  manera  en  que 
deben  nombrarse  los  Tribunales  de  Examen,  las  reglas  principa- 
les á  que  estos  han  de  ceñirse,  el  trámite  que  ha  de  darse  á  las  pro- 
testas contra  la  validez  de  los  exámenes,  y  contiene  un  artículo 
facultando  á  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  para  dictar  las  reglas 
é  instrucciones,  para  resolver  los  casos  de  duda,  y  adoptar  las 
demás  medidas  necesarias  para  el  mejor  cumplimiento  de  la  refe- 
rida Orden.  En  otra  parte  de  este  informe  se  dará  cuenta  de  los 
resultados  obtenidos  con  el  nuevo  plan. 

Es  necesario  Modificar  la  Ley  en  otros  Particulares.  Razones. — Cada 
día  se  hace  más  evidente  la  necesidad  de  introducir  otras  modifi- 
caciones en  la  Ley  Escolar.  La  actual  división  en  Distritos  Ur- 
banos de  Primera  y  Segunda  Clase  debiera  modificarse,  dejando  á 
la  Habana  solamente  como  Distrito  Urbano  de  Primera  Clase,  y 
clasificando  á  Santiago,  Matanzas,  Cienfuegos  y  Puerto  Príncipe 
como  Distritos  Urbanos  de  Segunda  Clase.     Como  las  escuelas  de 
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dichos  distritos  se  encuentran  ya  debidamente  organizadas  é 
instaladas  en  las  mejores  casas  que  para  el  objeto  han  podido 
conseguirse,  y  dotadas  del  mobiliario  y  del  material  que  necesi- 
tan, ha  desaparecido  la  necesidad  que  existió  para  crear  la  plaza 
de  Director  Escolar  en  los  referidos  distritos  de  primera  clase. 
Dada  la  extensión  de  dichas  ciudades,  bien  pueden  sus  escuelas 
estar,  en  lo  adelante,  perfectamente  atendidas  por  los  empleados 
de  las  respectivas  Juntas  de  Educación.  La  Habana  debe  per- 
manecer como  Distrito  Urbano  de  Primera  Clase,  conservando  su 
organización  actual,  que  ha  dado  satisfactorios  resultados.  Su 
extensión  y  determinadas  circunstancias  locales,  hacen  que  el 
problema  de  administrar  las  escuelas  en  este  distrito  sea  mucho 
más  difícil  que  en  los  demás.  Si  se  llevara  á  efecto  la  idea  que 
dejo  apuntada,  debiérase,  al  propio  tiempo,  crear  el  cargo  de 
Superintendente  de  Instrucción  en  cada  Distrito  Urbano  de  Se- 
gunda Clase,  pues  el  más  pequeño  de  dichos  distritos  tiene  un 
número  de  escuelas  suficiente  para  justificar  la  creación  de  esa 
plaza,  que  es  de  absoluta  necesidad  en  los  de  mayor  extensión. 

Debiera  dictarse  una  Orden  Reglamentando  el  Establecimiento  de  las 
Escuelas  Privadas — Poco  á  poco  se  ha  llegado  al  convencimiento  de 
que  es  indispensable  dictar  una  disposición  reglamentando  el  fun- 
cionamiento de  las  escuelas  privadas.  En  otro  capítulo  de  este  in- 
forme se  manifestará  la  actitud  de  esta  Oficina  con  respecto  á  di- 
chos establecimientos  de  enseñanza,  pero  es  mi  opinión  que  cual- 
quiera que  sea  la  medida  que  sobre  el  particular  se  adopte,  debe 
tener  por  objetos  principales  la  protección  de  los  maestros  de  las 
escuelas  privadas,  y  la  de  las  comunidades  en  que  dichas  escuelas 
funcionan.  Debe  ser  una  medida  mediante  la  cual  se  logre  que 
solamente  á  personas  de  competencia  pueda  permitirse  establecer 
escuelas  privadas,  y  que  impida  que  los  directores  ó  maestros  de 
dichos  planteles  sean  injustificadamente  molestados,  después  de 
autorizado  el  funcionamiento  de  sus  respectivas  escuelas.  Débese, 
también,  con  esa  medida  impedir  que  continúen  funcionando  es- 
cuelas privadas  en  edificios  no  higiénicos,  y  obligar  á  los  maes- 
tros y  directores  de  dichas  escuelas  á  facilitar  á  quien  corresponda 
todos  los  datos  estadísticos  que  de  ellos  se  exija.  Por  último, 
debiera  el  Gobierno  reservarse  el  derecho  de  inspeccionar  dichas 
escuelas  cada  vez  que  lo  estime  conveniente.  En  una  palabra, 
debe  esa  medida  tender  á  proteger  las  escuelas  privadas,  dignas 
de  ese  nombre,  contra  cualquier  abuso,  y  á  clausurar  todas 
aquéllas  que  pongan  en  peligro  el  desarrollo  físico  y  mental  de  los 
niños  que  a  ellas  asistan. 


235 

Escuelas. 

Número  de  Maestros  Empleados. — Al  principio  del  año  escolar  ha- 
bía 3,522  maestros  empleados  en  las  escuelas  públicas,  y  á  su 
conclusión,  había  autorizadas  1,801  escuelas  con  3,628  maestros, 
de  lo  que  resulta  que  se  crearon  106  plazas  de  maestros  durante 
el  año.  Estas  plazas  fueron  creadas  después  de  practicarse  en 
cada  caso  una  investigación  minuciosa  para  determinar  la  nece- 
sidad que  de  ellas  tenían  los  distritos  que  las  solicitaban,  y  para 
averiguar  si  en  igualdad  de  condiciones  otros  distritos  no  se  ha- 
llaban más  necesitados. 

Creación  de  Numerosas  Escuelas  sin  Autorización.  Molestias  que  esto 
Originó. — -De  las  primeras  Juntas  elegidas,  muchas  se  extralimi- 
taron, creando  escuelas  á  diestro  y  siniestro  sin  solicitar  el  co- 
rrespondiente permiso  de  las  Autoridades  superiores,  y  se  dio  el 
caso  de  estar  funcionando  más  de  cien  escuelas  establecidas  de 
ese  modo.  ~No  hubo  ningún  tropiezo  hasta  que  llegó  el  momento 
de  pagar  sus  sueldos  á  esos  maestros,  y  de  cubrir  los  gastos  de 
instalación,  etc. ,  encontrándose  que  no  podían  satisfacerse  esas 
atenciones  porque  no  había  cantidad  consignada  en  los  presu- 
puestos con  tal  objeto.  Dichas  escuelas  fueron  inmediatamente 
clausuradas  por  orden  de  esta  Oficina,  pero  la  confusión  que  re- 
sultó de  todo  ese  enredo  no  pudo  arreglarse  satisfactoriamente 
sino  hasta  algunos  meses  más  tarde.  La  mayor  parte  de  dichas 
Juntas  de  Educación  habían  obrado  con  perfecta  buena  fe,  era 
cierto  que  las  escuelas  habían  funcionado,  que  habían  asistido  á 
ellas  buen  número  de  niños  y,  por  tanto,  después  de  practicar 
las  investigaciones  necesarias,  se  concedieron  créditos  bastantes 
para  satisfacer  las  obligaciones  incurridas.  Si  á  las  Juntas  de 
Educación  se  les  permitiera  establecer  escuelas  á  voluntad,  puede 
manifestarse,  sin  temor  á  equivocación,  que  la  mitad  de  las  ren- 
tas de  la  Isla  no  serían  suficientes  para  sufragar  los  gastos  de  la 
enseñanza  elemental.  La  falta,  casi  absoluta,  de  dirección  en 
los  meses  en  que  se  realizó  el  maravilloso  esfuerzo  de  hacer  subir 
el  número  de  aulas  de  dos  ó  trescientas  á  otros  tantos  miles,  fué 
causa  de  que  no  se  las  distribuyese  convenientemente.  Publicá- 
ronse avisos  anunciando  que  se  iban  á  establecer  centenares,  mi- 
les de  escuelas,  que  estaban  á  disposición  del  primero  que  las 
solicitase;  y  sucedió  lo  que  era  lógico  que  ocurriera:  los  primeros 
que  supieron  la  noticia  fueron  los  que  de  ella  se  aprovecharon,  y 
cuando  la  buena  nueva  llegó  á  oídos  de  los  que  se  encontraban 
más  distantes  ya  la  oportunidad  había  pasado.  El  resultado  fué 
que  algunos  distritos  obtuvieron  más  escuelas  que  las  que  necesi- 
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taban;  que  otros  no  alcanzaron  ni  una  sola,  y  que  en  ningún  dis- 
trito se  establecieron  las  escuelas  en  los  lugares  más  convenientes. 
Las  cabeceras  y  los  pueblos  más  importantes  de  algunos  Térmi- 
nos Municipales  tenían  tal  número  de  escuelas  que  no  era  posible 
que  la  asistencia  á  ninguna  de  ellas  fuera  satisfactoria,  al  paso 
que  en  los  campos  de  esos  mismos  Términos  no  se  había  estable- 
cido una  sola  escuela.  Este  estado  de  cosas  puede  haberse  debi- 
do á  lamentable  ignorancia,  6  puede  haber  obedecido  á  vergonzosa 
parcialidad.  Esta  Oficina,  por  medio  de  los  Superintendentes 
Provinciales  y  de  sus  Inspectores  Especiales,  ha  trabajado  duran- 
te todo  el  año  escolar  por  corregir  esta  defectuosa  distribución, 
pero  sin  obtener  el  resultado  que  apetecía  debido  á  la  dificultad 
de  realizar  cambios  durante  el  período  lectivo,  es  decir,  mientras 
estuvieren  funcionando  las  escuelas. 

Nueva  Distribución  de  las  Escuelas. — Durante  el  período  de  vaca- 
ciones, sin  embargo,  el  problema  fué  resuelto  definitivamente. 
Esta  Oficina  distribuyo  nuevamente  las  escuelas,  asignándole  á 
cada  distrito  un  número  proporcional  de  ellas,  y  comunicándole 
después  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  el  número  de  maestros  que 
estaban  autorizados  para  nombrar  para  el  año  escolar  de 
1901-1902,  y  aconsejándoles  que  estudiasen  cuidadosamente  las 
condiciones  de  sus  respectivos  distritos  para  que  todas  las  escue- 
las, al  principiar  el  nuevo  curso,  estuviesen  establecidas  en  los 
lugares  más  apropósito. 

Al  hacer  esta  nueva  distribución,  se  trató  de  no  alterar  en  lo 
posible  el  número  de  las  escuelas  existentes  en  las  distintas  pro- 
vincias. A  la  de  Pinar  del  Bao  se  le  aumentaron  23,  y  á  la 
de  Puerto  Príncipe  se  le  quitaron  3,  y  el  número  en  toda  la 
Isla  fué  aumentado  en  20.  La  densidad  de  población,  el  núme- 
ro de  centros  de  población  y  el  conocimiento  personal  que  tiene 
esta  Oficina  de  las  condiciones  existentes  en  la  mayor  parte  de  la 
Isla,  fueron  los  factores  tomados  en  cuenta  para  hacer  la  distribu- 
ción mencionada. 

La  siguiente  tabla  servirá  para  demostrar  la  defectuosa  distri- 
bución de  escuelas  que  antes  existía,  y  el  punto  hasta  que  esto 
fué  corregido. 
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DE  LOS    MAESTROS  DE    LA  ISLA    DE  CUBA    PARA    EL  AÑO  ESCOLAR 
DE  1901    A    1902. 
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1,583 

1.356 

1,091 

2,596 

1,171 

2,666 

917 

3,629 

1,260 

3,214 

4,314 

720 

707 

2,090 

1,566 

1,046 

997 

886 

63 

85 
183 

3 

55 

64 
50 
343 
23 
51 
37 

"*76 
360 

148 
44 

111 
74 
43 
36 

100 

171 

74 

Güines 

3 

4 

76 

Güira  de  Melena 

76 

206 

Isla  de  Pinos 

2 

107 

113 

90 

Managua 

4 

...... 

218 

Marian  ao 

89 

106 

Nueva  Paz 

i 

1 

102 

Quivicán 

114 

88 

Salud 

140 

94 

San  Antonio  de  los  Baños... 
San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas.... 

5 

143 

72 

7 

47 

104 

"l 

4 

47 

Santa  Cm?  del  Norte 

130 

Santa  María  del  Rosario 

Vereda  Nueva 

100 

88 

Totales 

945 

945 

24 

24 

127,689 

135 

Provincia  de  Matanzas. 

15 
25 
22 
10 
10 
60 
10 
50 
12 
21 
16 
12 
24 
21 
26 
137 
15 
28 
21 
8 
18 
12 
27 

18 
25 
22 
12 
10 
60 
10 
43 
12 
21 
16 
13 
24 
21 
26 
137 
14 
25 
21 
15 
18 
12 
25 

3 

2,640 
2,551 
2,918 
1,937 
1,057 
7,337 
1,057 
4,118 
1,981 
2,158 
2,427 
1,325 
3,227 
2,913 
4,016 
11,903 
1,275 
2,614 
1,970 
1,676 
2,355 
1,034 
1,798 

74 
25 
34 
54 
52 

176 

Alacranes 

102 

134 

2 

193 

~,    .,                             (Municipal. 
Cadenas. (urbano... 

105 

122 

45 

107 
38 
18 

123 
48 
43 
24 
28 

18 
101 
68 
46 
49 
145 

105 

Colón 

7 

82 
157 

102 

151 

Macagua 

1 

132 

134 

138 

..    ,                               f  Municipal 

Matanzas < (urbano.. 

Máximo  Gómez 

153 

"l 
3 

86 

85 

Palmillas - 

93 

94 

Sabanilla 

7 

209 

San  José  de  los  Ramos 

131 

86 

Unión  de  Reyes... 

2 

66 

Totales 

600 

600 

13 

13 

66,785 

1   HI 
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provincia  de 

Santa  Clara. 


Abreus 

Caibarién 

Calabazar 

Camajuaní 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo., 

Cienfuegos 


St1 


Q 


Cifuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines 

Rancho  Veloz  

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas 

Saguala  Grande {}r™í; 

f.        , .  «   ,  .,  f  Municipal 

Sancti  Spintus ^J^ 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

San  Fd'o.  de  Camarones 

San  Juan  de  los  Yeras,... , 

Santaclara {f^; 

Santa  Isabel  de  las  Lajas  .... 

Santo  Domingo 

m  .   . ..    -,  /Municipal. 

Trinidad [UJ_ 

Vueltas 

Yaguajay 


Totales 


16 
24 
23 
18 
13 
24 
38 
69 
17 
27 
12 
25 
23 
17 
29 
20 
53 
43 
12 
69 
22 
52 
12 
13 
14 
8 
55 
19 
30 
27 
30 
13 
13 


CJ   <jj 

S  «Oí 


16 

24 

23 

25 

12 

20 

38 

69 

17 

25 

12 

22 

23 

17 

26 

20 

50 

40 

16 

59 

22 

50 

14 

16 

14 

19 

55 

19 

30 

27 

30 

17 

13 


880       880 


11 


10 


31 


31 


1,441 

3,084 
4,511 

4,836 
2,194 
2,626 
9,967 
9,786 
1,418 
2,727 
2,974 
2,274 
4,330 
3,187 
2,681 
1,953 
5,124 
3,428 
2,833 
4,386 
5,499 
4,774 
1,966 
2,455 
2,234 
5,564 
4,745 
3,127 
3,769 
5,074 
3,955 
4,837 
3,290 


Is  2 

Q 


77 

157 
48 

145 
35 
21 
14 

435 
53 

159 
49 
49 
53 
53 
47 

126 
94 
62 
42 


10 


56 

96 
48 
23 


71 
36 
16 


5-<  rf     . 


127,089 


62 

22 


90 

128 

196 

268 

168 

109 

262 

142 

83 

101 

248 

98 

188 

187 

92 

97 

96 

79 

236 

63 

250 

91 

164 

188 

160 

700 

86 

164 

125 

188 

131 

372 

253 


144 


Provincia  de 
Puerto  Principe. 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nuevitas 

-n       ,      -r,  „     .  /Municipal, 

Puerto  Principe \UuL 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

Totales 


12 

23 

11 

32 

32 

16 

20 

4 

26 

50 

24 

142 

100 

42 

18 

18 

246 

243 

39 

42 

4,358 
4,253 
3,555 
11.430 
8,417 
2,124 


34,137 


363 
133 

222 

440 

59 

118 


139 


Provincia  de 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 

30 
26 
20 

30 
26 
20 

8.712 
9,456 
2,865 

13 

20 

144 

290 

364 

Campechuela 

143 
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Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara 

Guantánamo 

Holguín .... 

Jiguaní 

m— mo es 

Mayarí 

Niquero 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre... 

Sagua  de  Tánamo 

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Songo 

Totales 


«s 

n  ° 

¿ 

tí  ¿ 

fe  ti  ■ 

<U  *H 

<D>£¡ 

'0,2 

On¿ 

5¿  d 

ce  u 

11 

lüi 

.-.   tí  J 

o  So 

rQ           1-1 

m 
O 

O 

tíc'C 

O  -^  tí 

4J 

So 

<u  <u  >" 

S  2  s 

íS  +*  T"1 

*+Jrl 

3 

o 

o  « 

©  ft 

\pSfl 

Q 

Q 

< 

W 

CM 

Q 

£ 

17 

17 

3,593 

46 

211 

13 

13 

4.092 

12 

314 

56 

66 

10 

13,277 

68 

237 

46 

46 

10,137 
14,563 

23 

220 

131 

100 

31 

22 

111 

12 

15 

3 

4,742 

21 

395 

29 

29 

7,742 

36 

266 

53 

53 

5,568 
3,691 

105 

10 

12 

2 

8 

369 

7 

7 

1,174 

19 

168 

11 

15 

4 

5,188 

50 

471 

17 

22 

5 

8,649 

16 

508 

15 

15 

2,555 

9 

170 

15 

20 

5 

4,824 

172 

321 

104 

104 

15,903 

5,157 

153 

15 

17 

2 

28 

344 

627 

627 

31 

31 

131,888 
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Razones  por  qué  se  Efectuó  esta  nueva  Distribution. — Si  se  compara 
la  densidad  de  población  de  los  diferentes  distritos,  y  el  número 
de  niños  por  maestro  que  en  cada  uno  de  ellos  había,  salta  á  la 
vista  la  manera  poco  juiciosa  en  que  las  escuelas  fueron  distribui- 
das. En  los  distritos  de  Guane  y  de  Vinales  de  la  Provincia  de 
Pinar  del  Rio,  el  número  de  niños  que  habia  por  cada  maestro  em- 
pleado era  de  897  y  de  622,  respectivamente,  mientras  que  en  los 
de  Mariel  y  de  Guana  jay  estas  cifras  eran  de  102  y  de  118,  res- 
pectivamente. 

En  el  Distrito  Municipal  de  Santa  Clara  tocaban  á  cada  maestro 
700  niños,  mientras  que  en  la  ciudad  de  Sagua  la  Grande  este 
número  de  niños  era  de  63. 

En  el  Distrito  de  Holguín  funcionaban  al  principio  186  maes- 
tros, mientras  que  en  el  distrito  colindante  de  Gibara,  con  una 
población  casi  igual  y  con  tres  veces  el  número  de  habitantes  por 
milla  cuadrada,  funcionaban  56  maestros  solamente. 

Quizás  sea  Necesario  hacer  aún  más  Cambios  en  este  Sentido. — ]N"o  es- 
timo que  la  distribución  realizada  últimamente  no  sea  susceptible 
de  sufrir  algunas  variaciones,  pues  me  he  limitado  á  realizar 
aquellos  cambios  claramente  necesarios  y  puede  suceder  que  la 
experiencia  de  un  año  más  demuestre  la  conveniencia  de  efectuar 
otros.     La  labor  de  trasladar  las  escuelas  de  un  lugar  á  otro  den- 
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tro  de  los  respectivos  distritos  será  continuada  durante  el  año, 
porque  mientras  las  rentas  de  la  Isla  no  sean  bastantes  para  sos- 
tener todas  las  escuelas  que  son  necesarias,  no  se  puede  permitir 
jue  una  sola  continue  funcionando  en  una  parte  poco  poblada  del 
distrito,  mientras  que  en  otra  con  mayor  población  no  existen  es- 
cuelas. Es  preciso  obtener  que  la  educación  de  un  niño  cueste 
Cada  año  lo  menos  posible  y  como  tenemos  gastos  fijos  de  perso- 
nal, y  de  alquileres,  no  se  puede  conseguir  ese  resultado  más  que 
aumentando  la  asistencia  á  las  escuelas. 

En  consecuencia,  ninguna  escuela  debe  permanecer  en  un  lu- 
jar cuya  población  escolar  sea  tan  poca  que  la  asistencia  tenga  que 
ser  muy  escasa,  cuando  trasladándola  á  otro  lugar  se  pueda  du- 
plicar la  asistencia,  reduciéndose,  por  consiguiente,  á  la  mitad  el 
costo  de  la  enseñanza.  Espero  que  con  la  distribución  de  escue- 
las realizada  por  esta  Oficina  se  obtendrán  notables  economias  en 
este  sentido. 

No  puede  Aumentarse  el  Número  de  Escuelas. — Con  la  cantidad  de 
eme  se  dispone  en  la  actualidad  para  instrucción  primaria,  no  se 
puede  aumentar  el  número  de  escuelas,  y  es  muy  probable  que  sea 
preciso  reducir,  en  vez  de  aumentar,  el  presupuesto  escolar.  Ac- 
tualmente se  están  haciendo  preparativos  para  establecer  la  ense- 
ñanza del  Kindergarten,  de  Trabajos  Manuales  (Sloyd),  y  del 
idioma  inglés,  y  esto  absorverá  cualquiera  cantidad  adicional  que 
sea  posible  conseguir  para  sueldos  de  maestros.  Además  de  ésto, 
existe  imperiosa  necesidad  de  adquirir  cierto  material  que  aun 
falta  en  las  escuelas,  de  gastar  mayores  cantidades  en  la  cons- 
trucción y  reparación  de  casas  de  escuela,  y  de  facilitar  á  nuestros 
maestros  las  ventajas  de  la  enseñanza  que  se  obtiene  en  una  Es- 
cuela Normal;  para  obtener  todo  lo  cual  no  sólo  será  preciso  gas- 
tar cuanto  crédito  extraordinario  se  conceda,  sino  que  quizás  sea 
necesario  reducir  la  cantidad  destinada  á  pagar  los  haberes  de  los 
maestros.  De  aquí  en  adelante,  sólo  á  costa  de  un  gran  esfuerzo 
podrá  sostenerse  el  presente  número  de  escuelas  sin  sacrificar 
consideraciones  importantes  que  son  necesarias  para  desarrollar 
el  sistema  de  manera  que  produzca  mayores  beneficios. 

Mobiliario  y  Material  Escolar. 

Distribución  de  Material,  Libros  y  Mobiliario. — La  gran  mayoría 
délas  escuelas  de  la  Isla  se  encuentra  bien  dotada  del  mejor  ma- 
terial que  ha  sido  posible  obtener,  y  las  demás  tienen  lo  suficiente 
para  poder  funcionar  aunque  con  algunas  dificultades. 

Cuando  se  estableció  el  sistema  escolar  actual,  apenas  había  un 
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libro  ó  un  pupitre  moderno  en  las  escuelas  publicas  de  la  Isla. 
Las  pocas  que  entonces  f  ancionaban,  estaban  más  ó  menos  pobre- 
mente dotadas  de  textos  y  de  muebles  que  bacía  tiempo  no  se 
usaban  en  otras  partes.  De  vez  en  cuando  se  encontraba  en  una 
aula  una  pizarra  de  madera,  pero,  por  lo  general,  hasta  esto  faltaba. 
Las  pizarras  de  mano,  el  papel,  la  tinta,  los  lápices  y  demás  mate- 
rial docente  eran  un  lujo  en  quien  casi  nadie  pensaba,  pues  los 
libros  y  demás  artículos  necesarios  en  una  escuela,  tenían  que 
ser  adquiridos  por  el  maestro  de  una  cantidad,  que  muy  ra- 
ras veces,  ó  casi  nunca,  se  le  pagaba,  por  lo  que  es  casi  inútil 
manifestar  que,  por  lo  general,  no  los  compraba,  y,  cuando  esto 
sucedía,  cada  maestro  adquiría  aquéllos  á  su  juicio  más  conve- 
nientes. En  una  palabra,  no  había  buenos  libros  de  texto  entre 
los  cuales  pudieran  los  maestros  escoger,  y  si  los  había  nadie  se 
ocupaba  de  que  los  maestros  escogiesen  los  mejores. 

Había  tanta  escasez  de  mobiliario  moderno,  como  de  libros  de 
texto.  Los  mejores  muebles  que  se  encontraban,  y  eso  en  las 
escuelas  mejor  atendidas  solamente,  eran  bancas  hechas  en  el 
país.  El  alumno,  por  regla  general,  llevaba  á  la  escuela  su 
c  'pupitre, ? 7  ó  sea  una  silla  con  espaldar  recto  de  madera  y  asiento 
de  cuero  sin  curtir,  y  sin  descanso  para  los  libros.  Estos  asientos 
son  hoy  considerados  como  reliquias  del  "antiguo  sistema"  (el 
nombre  con  que  se  le  designa  después  de  experimentar  durante 
dos  años  el  £  muevo  sistema,  ^  )  y  las  bancas  de  madera  serán  tam- 
bién pronto  clasificadas  como  antiguallas. 

Dificultades  con  que  se  ha  Tropezado  en  la  Distribución  de  Muebles. — ■ 
Aunque  hay  hoy  distribuidos  en  las  escuelas  de  la  Isla  más  de 
100,000  pupitres  modernos,  no  ha  sido  posible  dotar  con  dicho 
mueble  á  todas  las  3,600  aulas  existentes,  debido,  en  parte,  á  fal- 
ta de  fondos,  y  en  parte  á  dificultades  que  impiden  materialmen- 
te la  distribución.  Tres  provincias  de  la  Isla,  carecen,  se  puede 
decir  que  por  completo,  de  comunicaciones  ferroviarias,  debido  á 
lo  cual  el  reparto  de  estos  muebles  ha  ocasionado  grandes  gastos. 
Un  pupitre  entregado  en  un  puerto  de  la  Isla  cuesta  $4  poco 
más  ó  menos,  y  el  llevar  ese  pupitre  á  una  escuela  ha  costado  en 
algunos  casos  una  cantidad  casi  igual  á  la  mitad  de  aquélla.  Para 
surtir  de  mobiliario  á  algunas  escuelas  de  Pinar  del  Eio,  ha  sido 
preciso  enviarlo  por  goletas  hasta  cierto  punto,  y  desde  allí 
transportarlo  á  su  destino  á  lomo,  para  lo  cual  ha  tenido  que  ha- 
cerse con  gran  cuidado  el  embalaje  del  referido  mobiliario,  y  aún 
así  la  cantidad  que  se  ha  roto  ha  sido  considerable. 

Los  pisos  de  las  casas  de  Cuba  son  por  lo  general  de  losa  6  la- 
drillo, debido  á  lo  cual  para  fijar  los  pupitres  ha  sido   necesario 
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comprar  unas  tablillas,  aumentándose  así  el  costo  del  pupitre. 
También  se  han  adquirido  bufetes  y  sillas  para  maestros,  estan- 
tes, etc.  Los  fabricantes  de  mobiliario  escolar,  apreciando  las  di- 
ficultades de  transporte  con  que  se  tropieza  en  Cuba,  han  fabri- 
cado una  clase  de  pupitres  que  pueden  sufrir  golpes  sin  romperse 
tan  fácilmente  como  los  demás.  Todas  estas  dificultades  hacen 
que  justamente  se  consideren  los  días  actuales,  como  la  época  de 
exploración  ó  de  conquista  en  la  historia  de  la  instrucción  públi- 
ca primaria  de  la  Isla.  Una  casita  de  aspecto  pobre  y  humilde, 
poco  más  que  un  bohío,  pero  arreglada  y  limpia  donde  se  encuen- 
tran cuarenta  ó  más  pupitres,  ocupados  por  alegres  y  estudiosos 
chiquillos,  y  todo  eso  en  el  medio  de  un  bosque  tropical,  es  uno 
de  los  espectáculos  más  hermosos  y  alentadores  que  se  ven  en 
Cuba,  y  de  ellos  hay  centenares. 

Número  de  Pupitres  que  se  han  Comprado. — En  la  compra  de  pu- 
pitres se  ha  seguido  el  principio  de  que  u\o  mejor  es  lo  más  bara- 
to". No  se  han  adquirido  más  que  pupitres  de  combinación,  que 
pueden  ajustarse  al  tamaño  del  alumno.  Las  ventajas  de  esta 
comodidad  no  han  sido  todavía  bien  entendidas,  pero  lo  serán  me- 
diante constante  y  cuidadosa  inspección.  A  continuación  se  da 
la  cantidad  y  clases  de  pupitres  que  se  han  comprado. 


No,  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

FABRICANTES. 

3,000 
350 

6,000 
4,990 
3,710 

3,020 

6,000 

700 

12,000 

10,005 

7,095 

5,990 

6,000 

950 

12,000 

10,005 

7,195 

5,990 

42,740 

A.  H.  Andrews,  Chicago,  Ills. 
Buffalo  School  Desk,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
School  Furniture  Co.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
John  T.  Cavanagh  &  Co.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
New  Jersey   School  Church    Furniture    Co . 

New  Jersey. 
Standard  School  Furnishing  Co.,  Chicago,  Ills 

21,070 

41,790 

Cada  una  de  estas  diferentes  clases  de  pupitres  tiene  sus  méri- 
tos especiales,  la  importancia  relativa  de  los  cuales  podrá  apre- 
ciarse mejor  cuando  tengan  más  tiempo  de  uso. 


Líbeos  de  Texto. 


Cómo  se  Obtuvieron. — Hasta  hace  dos  arios  no  se  había  hecho  na- 
da por  estimular  á  las  casas  editoras  á  que  realizaran  un  esfuerzo 
publicando  libros  en  español  que  pudieran  servir  de  textos  en  las 
escuelas  públicas.     Debido  al  establecimiento  de  un  importante 


sistema  escolar  en  Cuba,  y  en  los  dominios  adquiridos  por  los  Es- 
tados Unidos  de  América,  hubo  una  enorme  é  inmediata  deman- 
da de  buenos  libros  de  texto  en  castellano,  y  como  no  existía  en 
el  mercado  ninguno  que  pudiera  servir,  se  dirigió  inmediatamen- 
te una  circular  á  las  casas  editoras  pidiéndoles  presentasen  ejem- 
plares en  castellano  de  libros  sobre  las  asignaturas  que  ordinaria- 
mente se  enseñan  en  las  escuelas  primarias.  Aunque  no  era  de  ex- 
trañar, si  fué  de  sentir  queá  dicha  invitación  no  respondiesen  todas 
las  casas  editoras  de  Cuba,  mientras  que  las  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
presentaron  los  mejores  libros  y  en  mayor  número.  Dichos  libros 
eran  traducciones  de  textos  escritos  en  inglés,  cuya  bondad  había 
sido  demostrada  en  las  escuelas  públicas  de  los  Estados  de  la 
Unión  Americana,  y  aunque  las  mejores  de  dichas  traducciones 
adolecían  de  muchos  defectos,  eran  tan  exigentes  las  necesidades 
del  momento,  que  los  libros  en  cuestión  fueron  adoptados  por  la 
Junta  de  Superintendentes,  é  inmediatamente  comprados. 

Deficiencias  de  las  Traducciones. — Un  libro  de  texto  escrito  en  in- 
glés, se  convierte  en  otro  completamente  distinto  cuando  es 
traducido  al  castellano.  Un  libro  de  lectura  en  inglés,  que  re- 
sulta adecuado  y  fácil  para  un  niño  en  el  primer  grado,  puede, 
traducido  al  castellano,  resultar  difícil  para  un  niño  de  segundo 
grado.  Una  palabra  sencilla  de  una  sílaba  en  inglés,  puede  tener 
por  equivalente  en  castellano  una  de  tres  sílabas,  y  de  ortografía 
ó  pronunciación  difícil.  El  niño  cubano  sabe  muy  poco  ó  nada  de 
nieve,  ni  de  patines,  ni  de  trineos;  palabras  todas  que  se  encuen- 
tran en  cualquier  libro  de  lectura  escrito  en  inglés.  Las  escenas 
que  conoce,  y  los  juegos  á  que  está  acostumbrado,  son  muy  distin- 
tos, y  de  esto  debieran  hablarle  sus  libros  de  lectura.  Una  arit- 
mética que  habla  de  millas  y  de  yardas,  no  debe  introducirse  en 
un  país  donde  se  hable  de  leguas,  de  kilómetros  y  metros,  y  don- 
de el  sistema  métrico  es  el  de  uso  general.  Una  geografía  ele- 
mental escrita  en  un  inglés  sencillo  que  un  niño  pueda  fácilmen- 
te comprender,  puede  convertirse  en  un  libro  difícil  si  se  le  tra- 
duce apresuradamente  al  castellano.  Estos  son  principalmente 
defectos  de  traducción,  que  con  un  poco  de  más  cuidado  y  con  al- 
gunas omisiones  podrían  haberse  evitado,  pero  lo  cierto  es  que  no 
se  han  evitado. 

Rapidez  con  que  Fueron  Stmimistraelos  los  Textos.— Es  sorprendente, 
sin  embargo,  teniendo  en  cuéntalas  circunstancias,  que  haya  sido 
posible  en  un  espacio  de  tiempo  tan  corto  como  el  que  se  empleó, 
dotar  á  nuestras  escuelas  con  los  textos  adoptados.  Pocos  sema- 
nas después  de  recibir  las  casas  editoras  la  invitación  á  que  se  ha 
hecho  referencia,  se  escogieron  la  mayor  parte  de  los  libros  de 
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texto  en  uso  actualmente,  ninguno  de  los    cuales  estaba  impreso 
al  recibirse  el  aviso. 

Los  Maestros,  Autores  y  Casas  Editoras  de  Cuba  debieran  Interesarse 
en  este  Asunto. — Esta  rapidez  puede  explicar  algunos  de  los  defectos 
mencionados,  y  que  he  señalado  con  el  proposito  de  hacer  constar 
una  vez  más  el  deseo  ya  expresado  por  mí  en  el  primer  tomo  de 
esta  Memoria,  de  que  los  maestros  y  autores  cubanos,  y  las  ca- 
sas editoras  del  país  se  tomen  más  ínteres  en  este  importante 
asunto,,  para  que  estén,  preparados  cuando  las  circun táñelas  acon- 
sejen que  se  cambien  los  textos  actualmente  en  uso  en  nuestras 
escuelas.  Este  cambio  no  puede  ser  radical,  porque  no  es  nece- 
sario que  lo  sea  y  porque  razones  de  economía  á  ello  se  oponen. 
Debiera  realizarse  gradualmente  á  medida  que  aumente  la  asis- 
tencia á  las  escuelas  y  que  sea  preciso  reponer  los  libros  que  el 
uso  ha  gastado:  y  aunque  es  de  desear  que  las  casas  editoras  del 
país  puedan  competir  con  las  extranjeras  en  lo  adelante  con  más 
éxito,  es,  sin  embargo,  mucho  más  importante  el  bien  del  alumno 
que  la  protección  á  la  industria  doméstica,  por  lo  que  no  se  debe 
nunca  titubear  en  adoptar  el  mejor  libro  sea  cual  fuere  su  .autor, 
y  el  lugar  donde  se  haya  publicado. 

Dos  años  de  experiencia  y  de  práctica  con  textos  americanos 
han  servido  para  demostrar  qué  cosas  deben  incluirse,  y  cuáles 
deben  omitirse  en  libros  destinados  para  las  escuelas  públicas,  y 
el  hijo  del  país  que  se  haya  penetrado  de  todo  esto,  hará  sin  duda 
un  libro  de  texto  muy  superior  á  lo  que  pudiera  resultar  cualquie-  • 
ra  traducción.  Pudiera,  quizás,  ser  conveniente  que  el  Gobierno  se 
hiciese  cargo  sistemáticamente  de  este  trabajo,  ocupándose  de  la 
publicación  de  libros  texto  en  lo  futuro,  pero  á  esta  idea  se  puede 
objetar  que  si  tal  se  hiciera  se  ahogaría  la  iniciativa  individual. 
Los  primeros  libros  de  texto  que  se  adoptaron  son  los  siguien- 
tes: 

Primer  libro  de  lectura  de  Cyr. 

,,  ,,      ,,        ,,        ,,  Arnold  y  Gilbert. 

j,  ,,      „        ,?        ,,  la  Serie  Moderna. 

,,  ,7      ,,        ,,         j,  Appleton  (Inglés  y  Español). 

Segundo  „      „        „        ,,   Cyr. 

, ,  , ,      , ,        , ,        , ,  Arnold'  y  Gilbert. 

,,  ,,      ,,        ,,        ,,  la  Serie  Moderna, 

,,  ,,      ,,        ,,      .  ,,   El  Lector  Americano. 

Tercer      , ,      , ,        , ,        , ,   Serie  Moderna. 
Los  Primeros  Pasos  en  Castellano. 
Geografía  de  Frye. 
Aritmética  de  Wentworth. 
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Aritmética  de  Manuel  Rodríguez. 

La  Junta  de  Superintendentes  debiera  ir  estudiando  cuidado- 
samente los  méritos  relativos  de  estos  libros,  á  fin  de  determinar 
cuáles  deben  continuar  en  uso  en  las  escuelas  y  cuáles  deben 
omitirse,  porque  actualmente  existe  una  variedad  muy  grande  de 
textos. 

El  material  necesario  en  las  escuelas  ha  sido  comprado  y  dis- 
tribuido por  esta  Oficina,  pues  es  mucho  más  barato  comprar  estos 
artículos  en  grandes  cantidades  y  distribuirlos  desde  la  Habana  á 
los  distintos  distritos  que  adquirirlos  en  los  mercados  locales. 

Los  Textos  habían  sido  Distribuidos  Indebidamente.  Como  se  Cor  rujió 
este  Error. — En  la  primera  distribución  de  libros  de  textos  no  se 
observó  el  debido  cuidado,  y  resultó  que  ningún  distrito  tenía  el 
número  de  textos  de  distintos  grados  que  proporcionalmente  le 
correspondían,  ó  que  tenían  varios  textos  de  un  mismo  grado, 
pero  por  distintos  autores.  No  era,  pues,  raro  el  encontrarse  en 
un  distrito  con  una  abundancia  de  textos  de  tercero  y  cuarto 
grados  y  con  muy  pocos  de  los  grados  primero  y  segundo,  á  que 
precisamente  pertenecía  la  mayoría  de  los  alumnos,  ni  tampoco 
el  encontrarse  en  un  aula  dos  ó  más  distintos  libros  de  lectura  é 
igual  variedad  de  textos  en  las  demás  asignaturas,  lo  que  hacía 
mucho  más  difícil  la  labor  del  maestro.  Las  Juntas  de  Educa- 
ción, faltándoles  instrucciones  acerca  de  la  manera  como  habían 
de  distribuir  los  textos,  los  repartieron  en  la  forma  defectuosí- 
sima que  dejo  apuntada. 

Como  un  mes  antes  de  empezar  el  período  de  vacaciones  del 
año  escolar  á  que  me  refiero,  se  tomaron  medidas  para  corregir 
estos  errores.  Se  dieron  instrucciones  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación, 
ordenándoles  que  al  terminar  el  período  lectivo  del  año,  recogie- 
sen todos  los  libros  existentes  en  las  distintas  escuelas  y  que  los 
guardasen  en  sus  respectivos  depósitos.  Más  tarde,  después  que 
la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  publicó  los  Cursos  de  Estudios,  y 
de  determinarse  qué  libros  correspondían  á  los  distintos  grados, 
se  enviaron  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  instrucciones  muy  comple- 
tas y  detalladas  con  el  fin  de  conseguir  que  la  nueva  distribución 
de  dichos  libros  se  hiciera  en  debida  forma.  Se  manifestó  á  las 
Juntas  que  en  ninguna  aula  debía  haber  textos  de  un  mismo  gra- 
do escrito  por  distintos  autores,  pero  que  podían  dos  ó  más  aulas 
alternar  en  el  uso  de  sus  respectivos  textos  de  un  mismo  grado, 
pero  de  diferentes  autores,  á  fin  de  que  la  lectura  resultara  varia- 
da y  más  interesante,  y  para  evitar  que  los  alumnos  se  aprendie- 
ran los  textos  de  memoria,  como  sucede  frecuentemente  en  las 
aulas  de  los  primeros  grados. 
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Otros  Textos  Adquiridos.  — Durante  el  año  se  adquirieron,  además 
de  los  ya  mencionados,  los  siguientes  textos: 

Segundo  libro  de  lectura  de  la  serie  "El  Lector  Moderno.'7 

i  ercer       , ,       ,  ,       , ,         77??     ?  ?       ??         77  77 

Tercer       ,,       ,,       ,,         ,,  Arnold  y  Gilbert, 

Lo  Esencial  del  Lenguaje  Castellano. 

Gramática  de  Díaz. 

Historia  de  América. 

Historia  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  Norte  América. 

Baldwin's  First  Reader. 

The  Riverside  Primer. 

Holmes'  First  Reader. 

Los  siguientes  fueron  adquiridos  para  el  uso  exclusivo  de  los 
maestros. 

Fisiología  de  Foster. 

La  Salud  del  Mño. 

Higiene  de  Delfín. 

Colecciones  de  Aritmética. 

La  suma  total  gastada  en  libros  de  texto  durante  el  año,  fué 
de  $101,250,  6  la  trigésima  parte  de  la  suma  gastada  por  todos 
conceptos. 

Los  Textos  no  son  Cuidados  Debidamente. — Hay  una  gran  diferencia 
en  el  cuidado  que  prodigan  á  los  libros  algunas  Juntas  de  Educa- 
ción y  los  maestros  y  alumnos.  En  algunas  escuelas  se  encuentran 
los  textos  rotos  y  sucios,  mientras  que  en  otras  donde  han  estado 
en  uso  durante  el  mismo  tiempo,  pero  han  sido  mejor  cuidados,  se 
encuentran  limpios  y  casi  nuevos.  Los  libros  en  uso  en  las  escue- 
las de  niñas,  ó  en  las  que  están  á  cargo  de  maestras,  se  encuen- 
tran casi  siempre  en  mejores  condiciones  que  en  las  de  varones,  6 
en  escuelas  á  cargo  de  maestros.  Un  niño  no  cuida  el  libro  que 
nada  le  ha  costado  tanto  como  otro  que  haya"  tenido  que  com- 
prar, por  lo  que  es  preciso  que  el  maestro  ejerza  una  constante 
vigilancia,  á  fin  de  conseguir  que  no  se  destruya  por  gusto  lo  que 
ha  costado  al  Estado  miles  de  pesos.  Se  comprende  que  un  niño 
no  cuide  los  libros  que  se  le  dan,  pero  lo  que  no  tiene  excusa  es 
el  descuido  de  muchas  Juntas  de  Educación  que  no  se  han  dado 
cuenta  de  que  todo  el  material  docente  que  se  les  ha  remitido  ha 
costado  al  Tesoro  de  la  Isla  miles  de  pesos  debiendo,  por  tanto, 
ser  cuidado  con  esmero.  Actualmente  se  están  tomando  medidas 
para  exigir  á  las  Juntas  que  den  cuenta  estricta  de  todo  el  mate- 
rial que  se  les  ha  entregado. 
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Asistencia. 


Comparada  con  la  de  otros  Sistemas  Escolares. — Un  cuidadoso  estu- 
dio de  las  Tablas  números  3  y  4,  indicará,  sin  más  explicaciones, 
que  la  asistencia  á  las  escuelas  ha  sido  muy  buena,  pues  se  ve 
que  de  una  matrícula  media  de  47  niños  por  aula,  han  asistido 
37  diariamente,  según  promedio,  ó  en  otros  términos,  que  el  79% 
del  número  de  matriculados  ha  asistido  diariamente.  En  el-  Es- 
tado de  Ohio,  durante  el  ano  escolar  de  1898-1899,  el  corres- 
pondiente dato  fué  ele  87%;  en  New  Jersey  de  88%;  en -Mas- 
sachusetts de  92%;  y  de  68%;  y  de  51%,  respectivamente,  en  la 
Florida  y  en  la  Carolina  del  Sur,  durante  el  año  de  1899-1900. 
Pero  de  los  datos  que  acaban  de  darse  no  se  puede  formar  una 
idea  exacta  de  la  asistencia  obtenida,  ni  tampoco  pueden  hacerse 
deducciones  en  vista  solamente  del  tanto  por  ciento  de  matricu- 
lados que  en  otros  países  asisten  con  regularidad.  Si  se  toma  en 
cuenta  la  población  escolar  total  de  la  Isla,  se  ve  por  las  tablas 
ya  mencionadas  que  el  47%  de  dicha  población  está  matriculado 
en  las  escuelas,  y  que  á  un  24%  alcanza  el  número  de  los  que  asis- 
ten diariamente.  Si  se  comparan  estos  tantos  por  ciento  con  los 
obtenidos  en'  los  Estados  que  acabo  de  mencionar,  se  obser  va  que 
Cuba  no  ha  aprendido  todavía  á  hacer  tan  buen  uso  de  sus  escue- 
las públicas  como  sus  vecinos  del  Norte.  La  siguiente  tabla  de- 
muestra claramente  lo  que  acabo  de  manifestar. 
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Razones  de  estas  Discrepancias. — Las  causas  de  estas  discrepan- 
cias son  varias;  algunas  inevitables  y  que  no  desaparecerán  du- 
rante algún  tiempo,  pero  las  otras  no  tienen  razón  de  ser  por  lo 
que  deben  ser  combatidas  con  energía  hasta  conseguir  que  des- 
aparezcan por  completo. 

En  la  mayor  parte  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  especialmente  en 
los  Estados  arriba   mencionados,    la   densidad   de   población    es 


TOTAL  DE  MATRICULADOS» 

PROVINCIA 

DM    It  A    HABANA. 


PROVINCIA 
DE  FINAR  DBI,  MIÓ. 
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mucho  mayor  que  la  de  Cuba,  cuya  población  total  es  de 
1?  572, 797  habitantes,  mientras  que  la  del  Estado  de  Ohio,  que 
tiene  un  área  casi  la  misma,  es  de  4,157,545  almas.  El  Estado 
de  ííew  Jersey,  con  la  sexta  parte  del  área  de  Cuba,  tiene 
una  población  de  1,883,669  habitantes  ó  sea  310,872  masque 
Cuba.  El  Estado  de  Massachusetts,  con  la  quinta  parte  del  te- 
rritorio, tiene  casi  dos  veces  el  número  de  habitantes.  La  densi- 
dad de  población  en  Cuba  es  de  35  habitantes  por  milla  cuadra- 
da, pero  este  dato  no  da  una  idea  exacta  de  la  manera  como  está 
distribuida  la  población,  pues  el  47%  de  ella  se  encuentra  aglo- 
merada en  pueblos  y  ciudades  "de  más  de  mil  habitantes,  y  el  53% 
restante  se  encuentra  diseminado  sobre  un  área  de  44,000  millas 
cuadradas,  de  lo  que  resulta  que  la  densidad  de  población  de  los 
distritos  rurales  es  solamente  de  18  habitantes  por  milla  cuadrada. 
La  siguiente  tabla  tomada  del  Censo  Oficial  de  la  Isla,  da  estos 
interesantes  datos  por  provincias: 


PROVINCIA. 


Habana 

Matanzas.......... 
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En  gran  Parte  de  la  Isla  la  Densidad  de  la  Población  es  Poea. — En 
un  territorio  que  comprende  una  extensión  de  más  de  4,259  mi- 
llas cuadradas,  la  densidad  de  población  es  tan  sólo  de  dos  habi- 
tantes por  milla  cuadrada.  Otro,  de  una  área  de  6,230  millas 
cuadradas,  tiene  una  densidad  de  dos  á  seis  habitantes  por  milla 
cuadrada,  y  como  la  tercera  parte  de  la  Isla,  ó  sea  como  14,016 
millas  cuadradas,  tienn  una  densidad  de  6  á  18  habitantes  por 
milla  cuadrada.  Fácilmente  se  comprende  que  es  extremada- 
mente díficil  conseguir  una  buena  asistencia  en  partes  tan  despo- 
bladas de  la  Isla. 

Las  Comunicaciones  son  Malas. — En  los  Estados  de  la  Unión  Ame- 
ricana arriba  mencionados,  los  caminos  y  demás  medios  de  co- 
municación son  muy  superiores  á  los  que  existen  en  Cuba;  el 
pueblo  es  más  económico,  y,  por  lo  tanto,  necesita  menos  de  los 
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servicios  que  puedan  prestarles  sus  hijos  de  alguna  edad.  A  parte 
de  todo  esto,  no  hay  que  olvidar  que  el  sistema  escolar  de  esos 
países  es  de  mucha  más  edad  que  el  nuestro.  Todas  estas  condi- 
ciones y  otras  muchas  tan  desfavorables  aquí,  tienden  á  acentuar 
lo  que  parece  indicar  una  falta  de  interés  en  las  escuelas  públicas. 
La  casa  de  un  niño  se  encuentra  á  menudo  á  una  legua  de  su 
escuela,  por  lo  general,  sin  ningún  camino  que  lo  conduzca  á  ella 
y  si  éste  existe,  es  pésimo,  especialmente  en  la  época  de  las  llu- 
vias. Afortunadamente,  la  mayor  parte  del  curso  escolar  trans- 
curre durante  el  tiempo  de  la  seca,  porque  de  lo  contrario  sería 
casi  imposible  sostener  escuelas  en  esos  distritos  rurales.  El 
miedo  tan  general  que  se  tiene  al  sol  de  los  trópicos,  sea  ó  no 
fundado,  es  tan  arraigado,  que  nadie  corre  el  riesgo,  y  esta  causa 
solamente  reduce  mucho  la  asistencia  durante  los  pocos  meses  de 
lluvia.  Aunque  la  miseria  no  predomina  en  Cuba  hasta  el  ex- 
tremo de  que  se  pueda  decir  que  es  general,  no  deja,  sin  embar- 
go, de  ser  un  hecho  cierto  que  muy  á  menudo  se  necesita  para 
evitarla  el  sudor  de  tiernas  frentes  que  debieran  estar  inclinadas 
sobre  libros  de  lectura  y  de  aritmética.  Viudas  desvalidas,  y 
huérfanos  sin  amparo,  son  parte  de  la  triste  cosecha  ocasionada 
por  las  guerras  que  han  desolado  esta  Isla,  por  lo  que  es  necesrio 
eximir  del  cumplimiento  de  los  preceptos  de  la  Ley  sobre  asis- 
tencia obligatoria,  á  menores  que  tienen  que  trabajar  para  ganarse 
el  sustento  y  el  de  sus  desvalidos  familiares.  El  número  de  los 
que  se  encuentran  en  este  caso  no  se  ha  determinado  aún  con 
exactitud,  pero  no  puede  dudarse  de  que  alcanza  una  cifra  res- 
petable. 

Razones  de  índole  Especial  que  Afectan  la  Asistencia. — Son  muy  po- 
cas, si  es  que  las  hay,  las  demás  causas  que  puedan  considerarse 
justas,  que  impidan  á  un  menor  asistir  á  un  establecimiento  de  en- 
señanza público  ó  privado,  y  sin  embargo,  hay  muchos  otros  que  no 
asisten  alegando  motivos  que  no  son  más  que  meros  pretextos. 

Se  comprende  que  en  el  campo  deje  un  niño  de  asistir  á  la  es- 
cuela por  estar  situada  á  una  distancia  de  una  y  hasta  de  tres 
millas,  y  porque  corre  el  riesgo,  durante  cierta  época  del  año,  de 
ser  empapado  por  uno  de  esos  fuertes  aguaceros  frecuentes  en  los 
trópicos;  pero  se  pierde  por  completo  la  paciencia  cuando  dan  la 
misma  excusa  padres  de  niños  que  viven  á  dos  puertas  de  la  casa 
de  escuela.  Esta  excusa,  sin  embargo,  es  dada  con  muy  buena  fe, 
y  probablemente  se  necesitará  algún  tiempo  para  desarraigar  la 
creencia  de  que  un  niño  no  debe  caminar  más  de  dos  cuadras  pa- 
ra asistir  á  la  escuela.  Un  niño  podrá  pasar  todo  el  día  jugando 
delante  de  la  puerta  de  su  casa,  corriendo  varias  millas  sin  saber- 
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lo,  y  sin  despertar  los  temores  de  sus  padres,  pero   cuando  se  le 
pide  que  camine  una  cuadra  ó  media  milla  para  asistir  á  la  escue- 
la, entonces  se  toma  en  cuenta  la  distancia.     Es  muy  difícil,  por 
lo  arraigado  y  general  que  es,  hacer  desapar  ececer  este  capricho, 
pero  afortunadamente  las  costumbres  cambian.     Un  caso  que  ha 
llegado  á  mi  noticia  puede  exponerse  como  ilustración  gráfica  del 
particular  de  que  se  trata.      En  la  cabecera  de  un  Distrito  Muni- 
cipal, en  que  funcionaban  12  aulas,  nueve  maestros  se  encontra- 
ron con  que  ni  un  solo  niño  asistió  á  sus  respectivas  aulas  porque 
en  ese  día  llovía  con  fuerza,  á  pesar  de  vivir  muchos  de  los  alum- 
nos al  lado  ó  enfrente  de  la  casa  de  escuela.     Naturalmente,  este 
es  un  caso  excepcional  y  al  dia  siguiente,  en  que  no  llovió,   esas 
mismas  escuelas  tenían  una  asistencia  de  30  á  40  niños.     En  otro 
lugar,  el  Gobierno  ofreció  reparar  un  cuartel,  convirtiéndolo  en 
una  casa  de  escuela  con  8  aulas  en  perfectas  condiciones.     Nin- 
guna otra  ciudad  en  toda  la  Isla  necesitaba  con  más  urgencia  un 
buen  edificio  para  usos  escolares  que  aquélla  á  que  me  refiero;  la 
Junta  de  Educación  del  distrito  tenía  gran  empeño  en  conseguir 
un  edificio  adecuado  para  el  objeto  indicado  y,  sin  embargo,  cuan- 
do se  le  propuso  la  reparación  del  cuartel,  presentaron  una  y  otra 
objeción  fundadas  todas  en  que  el  edificio  estaba  situado  sobre  una 
pequeña  eminencia  y  cerca  de  uno  de  los  extremos  de  la  ciudad. 
Para  llegar  al  referido  cuartel,  ninguno  de  los  niños  existentes  en 
la  población  habría  tenido  que  caminar  más  de  un  cuarto  de  milla, 
y  gozaría  en  cambio  de  las  ventajas  de  respirar  un  aire  puro  y  de 
tener  á  su  alrededor  amplio  espacio  para  jugar,   pero  el  fantasma 
de  la  distancia  estuvo  á  pique  de  echar  abajo  el  proyecto.     Los 
lugares  que  en  los  Estados  Unidos  se  buscan  por  razones  higiéni- 
cas, cuando  se  trata  de  construir  casas  de  escuela,   son  aquí  re- 
chazados.    Si  no  fuere  por  los  fuertes  argumentos  á  que  hay  que 
apelar,  sería  preciso,  al  tratarse   de  levantar  edificios  para  escue- 
las, no  tomar  en  cuenta  más  condición  que  la  de  cortas  distancias. 
Los  Padres  Indiferentes  debieran  ser  Castigados  con  todo  el  Rigor  de  la 
Ley. — Existe  aquí,  como  en  todas  partes,   esa  clase  de  personas 
á  quienes  importa  muy  poco  si  sus  hijos  asisten  ó  no  á  la  escuela: 
los  ignorantes,  los  avaros  y  los  simplemente  indiferentes;  y  contra 
esta   clase  de  gentes  es     la  que  se  debe  dirigir  toda  la  fuerza 
de  la  Ley,  porque  de  lo  contrario  no  habrá  fin  á  la  ignorancia  del 
padre,  y  sus  hijos  y  demás  descendientes  serán  tan  ignorantes 
como  él.     Es  el  deber  de  todas  las  personas  relacionadas  con  el 
sistema  escolar  actual,  y  de  toda  persona  patriótica,  interesada 
en  el  porvenir  de  su  país,  hacerle  cruda  guerra  á  ese  indiferentis- 
mo criminal,  y  comenzar  la  educación  de  los  desgraciados  hijos 
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de  esos  padres  por  la  de  éstos.  De  todos  modos,  si  con  razona- 
mientos no  se  les  puede  hacer  comprender  el  daño  que  ocasionan 
ahí  está  la  Ley,  que  si  es  aplicada  en  estos  casos  con  el  mereci- 
do rigor,  les  hará  comprender  sus  deberes  de  ciudadanos  y  de 
padres  de  familia.  Esta  clase  de  gentes  se  encuentra  en  todos 
los  países,  y  las  Juntas  de  Educación  no  debieran  de  escatimar 
medio  alguno  para  castigar  su  negligencia,  haciéndoles  compren- 
der que  sus  verdaderos  intereses  están  cifrados  en  la  educación 
de  sus  hijos.  Un  hombre  que  no  sepa  leer  ni  escribir,  por  lo  ge- 
neral, mira  con  indiferencia  la  ignorancia  de  sus  hijos.  El  avaro 
no  alcanza  á  ver  el  peso  que  puede  conseguir  en  el  mañana 
cegado  por  el  centavo  que  á  la  mano  tiene;  por  no  perder  la 
peseta  que  á  diario  le  gana  impedirá  que  su  hijo  adquiera  una 
educación,  á  la  que  deba  aquél  su  tranquilidad  y  bienestar  en  los 
días  de  su  vejez.  Las  personas  que  así  piensan  no  merecen  con- 
sideraciones de  ninguna  especie,  y  debe  hacérseles  sentir  el  peso 
de  la  Ley  hasta  obligarlos  á  cumplirla. 

Aplicación  de  los  Preceptos  de  la  Ley  sobre  Asistencia  Obligatoria. — 
En  el  primer  volumen  de  esta  Memoria  se  trató  de  aquella  parte 
de  la  Ley  Escolar  que  se  refiere  á  la  asistencia  obligatoria,  ma- 
nifestándose que  estaba  dando  buenos  resultados.  Estos  resulta- 
dos, sin  embargo,  no  fueron  debidos  exclusivamente  á  la  aplica- 
ción de  la  Ley,  aunque  en  este  sentido  realizó  grandes  esfuerzos 
esta  Oficina  con  mucho  éxito  en  algunos  distritos;  se  debieron, 
principalmente,  á  la  mucha  publicidad  que  se  dio  á  dichos  pre- 
ceptos de  la  Ley  y  al  temor  de  sentir  el  peso  de  ella. 

El  número  de  multas  impuestas  en  la  Isla  durante  todo  el  año 
escolar,  fué  de  108.  A  medida  que  pasó  el  tiempo  y  se  vio  en 
muchos  distritos  que  el  procedimiento  en  un  caso  de  falta  de  asis- 
tencia terminaba  con  la  primera  notificación,  sin  que  se  diera 
conocimiento  á  las  correspondientes  autoridades  judiciales  de  las 
infracciones  cometidas,  se  perdió,  como  consecuencia  lógica,  to- 
do temor  á  la  Ley,  considerándola  como  letra  muerta.  Esto  se 
vino  á  notar  al  finalizar  el  período  lectivo  del  año,  motivo  por  el 
cual  durante  las  vacaciones  de  verano  se  publicó  la  siguiente 
circular,  con  el  objeto  de  que  las  Juntas  estudiasen  esta  impor- 
tante cuestión  y  se  preparasen  durante  las  primeras  semanas  del 
nuevo  curso,  para  aplicar  con  toda  energía  los  preceptos  de  la 
Ley  sobre  la  asistencia  obligatoria;  con  el  objeto,  también,  de 
despertar  nuevamente  el  temor  que  originaría  el  conocimiento  de 
que  la  Ley  sería  aplicada  con  rigor  y  severidad. 
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Circular  N9  34. 

Oficina  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas 
de  la  Isla  de  Cuba. 

Habana,  julio  29  de  1901. 

En  cumplimiento  de  lo  dispuesto  en  el  artículo  96  de  la  Ley 
Escolar  vigente,  se  publica  la  presente  Circular  para  conocimiento 
y  guía  de  los  Superintententes  Provinciales,  Inspectores  Especia- 
les, Maestros  y  demás  personas  cuyo  deber  sea  cumplir,  ó  hacer 
cumplir,  lo  dispuesto  en  los  artículos  88  á  95,  ambos  inclusive,  de 
la  Orden  num.  368,  serie  de  1900,  sobre  asistencia  á  las  escuelas 
publicas. 

I.  Es  deber  de  los  Superintendentes  Provinciales  averiguar,  en 
las  visitas  que  hagan  á  los  distintos  distritos  de  sus  respectivas 
provincias,  si  se  observan  dichos  preceptos  legales  y  corregir, 
siempre  que  sea  necesario,  los  errores  que  puedan  cometerse  en 
el  procedimiento. 

II.  En  casos  de  ausencia  no  justificada,  las  Juntas  de  Educa- 
ción no,  permitirán  que  se  emplee  otro  procedimiento  de  notifica- 
ción, que  el  especificado  en  los  artículos  anteriormente  citados  y 
que  se  detallará  más  adelante.  Cualquiera  desviación  del  procedimiento 
prescripto  puede  invalidar  la  notificación,  e  impedir  que  se  obtenga  una 
resolución  favorable,  caso  de  que  sea  necesario  llevar  el  asunto  ante  el 
correspondiente  Juzgado. 

Las  Juntas  de  Educación  deben  exigir  á  sus  Secretarios,  Ins- 
pectores Especiales,  Maestros  etc.,  un  estricto  cumplimiento  de 
lo  dispuesto  en  los  artículos  mencionados,  dándoles  á  este  fin 
las  instrucciones  necesarias,  y  no  deben  dejar  de  la  mano  ningún 
caso  de  ausencia  no  justificada  hasta  no  conseguir  la  asistencia 
del  menor,  ó  el  castigo  del  culpable  por  el  Juzgado  correspon- 
diente. 

III.  Todo  menor  de  seis  á  catorce  años  de  edad,  á  menos  que 
no  haya  sido  exceptuado  por  la  Junta  de  Educación  respectiva, 
debe  asistir  á  una  escuela  pública  ó  privada,  por  lo  menos  durante 
veinte  semanas  del  año  escolar,  de  las  que  diez  deben  ser  conse- 
cutivas y  empezar  con  las  primeras  cuatro  del  año  escolar. 

IV.     procedimiento  que  debe  SEGUIRSE  EN"  CASOS 

DE  AUSENCIA  ILEGAL. 

Los  maestros  deben,  con  la  menor  demora  posible,  manifestar 
al  Secretario  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  los  nombres  de  aquellos 
niños  que,  sin  causa  justificada,  hayan  dejado  de  asistir  á  sus  res- 
pectivas aulas  en  la  forma  prevenida. 

El  Secretario  de  la  Junta  inmediatamente  comunicará  dichos 
nombres  al  Inspector  Especial  quien,  sin  la  menor  demora,  noti- 
ficará al  menor  y  á  su  padre  ó  tutor,  bien  entregándoles  perso- 
nalmente, ó  remitiéndoles  los  modelos  números  13  y  12,  debida- 
mente llenados.  Si  á  los  cinco  días  de  ser  notificados  no  asistiese 
©1  menor  á  su  aula,   dará  cuenta  inmediatamente  el  Inspector 
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Especial  al  Secretario  de  la  Junta,  quien  establecerá  demanda 
contra  el  padre,  tutor,  ó  persona  encargada  de  dicho  menor,  ante 
el  Juzgado  correspondiente. 

Cuando  un  Inspector  Especial  considerare  que  á  un  menor 
cualquiera  le  es  imposible  asistir  á  una  escuela,  pondrá  el  hecho 
en  conocimiento  de  la  Junta  á  los  fines  procedentes,  pero  en  nin- 
gún caso  podrá  el  Inspector  Especial,  por  sí  mismo,  exceptuar  á 
dicho  menor  de  asistir. 

Los  Secretarios  é  Inspectores  Especiales  de  las  Juntas  de  Edu- 
cación, se  tomarán  el  mayor  empeño  en  que  cada  uno  de  los  pa- 
sos de  este  procedimiento  se  siga  con  la  menor  demora  posible, 
pues  la  eficacia  de  una  Ley,  depende,  en  gran  parte,  de  la  pron- 
titud con  que  se  cumplen  sus  preceptos. 

Cuando  el  Inspector  especial  examine  la  lista  de  empleados  de 
cualquier  persona,  compañía  ó  corporación,  le  bastará  como  ma- 
nifestación de  que  se  ha  cumplido  lo  que  sobre  asistencia  dispone 
la  Ley  Escolar,  la  prueba  escrita  mencionada  en  el  artículo  89  de 
dicha  Ley.  Si  no  se  le  exhibe  tal  prueba,  comunicará  el  hecho 
inmediatamente  al  Secretario  de  la  Junta  á  los  efectos  legales. 

V.  El  deber  de  los  Inspectores  Especiales,  es  velar  por  el  cum- 
plimiento de  lo  que  la  Ley  Escolar  dispone  sobre  asistencia,  y  no 
debe  empleárseles  en  trabajos  de  distinta  índole. 

VI.  El  sueldo  de  los  Inspectores  Especiales  de  Distritos  Mu- 
nicipales no  será  mayor  de  $30.00  al  mes,  equivalente  de  quince 
días  de  trabajo,  excepto  en  casos  especiales,  y  con  autorización  del 
Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Matthew  E.  Hanna, 
Ayudante  de  Campo 
Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas... 

Las  Tardanzas  Ocasionan  Muchas  Molestias.—  En  muchas  escuelas 
de  la  Isla,  aunque  la  asistencia  ha  sido  buena,  la  falta  de  puntua- 
lidad de  los  alumnos  ha  sido  causa  de  gran  molestia  para  los 
maestros  y  para  las  Juntas  de  Educación.  Este  mal  nunca  podrá 
ser  remediado  en  absoluto,  á  pesar  délas  medidas  que  se  tomen 
para  evitarlo,  pero  en  algunos  distritos  sucede  esto  en  tan  gran 
escala,  que  no  se  puede  dejar  de  pensar  que  ello  es  debido  á  ne- 
gligencia de  alguien,  ó  á  que  no  se  toman  las  medidas  necesarias 
para  impedirlo. 

No  es  el  deber  de  los  Inspectores  Especiales,  como  se  les  desig- 
na en  la  traducción  al  castellano  de  la  Ley  Escolar,  ó  de  los  Po- 
licías Escolares,  como  en  realidad  debieran  ser  designados,  im- 
pedir que  ocurran  casos  de  tardanza  ó  de  castigar  á  los  que  en 
tal  falta  incurran,  como  algunos  se  han  imaginado;  y  en  la  prein- 
serta circular  se  llamaba  la  atención  de  las  Juntas  sobre  este 
particular.  Los  maestros  pueden  perfectamente  corregir  este 
mal,    si    prestan    al   asunto  la  debida  atención  y  si    adoptan 
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pedidas  adecuadas.  El  placer  6  deseo  que  sienta  un  niño  por 
llegar  temprano  á  su  escuela,  está  en  relación  con  el  atractivo 
que  ésta  tenga  para  él,  y  esto  depende  directamente  del  maestro, 
cuyo  deber  es  tratar  de  que  los  alumnos  estén  en  su  aula  á  ]a  ho- 
ra de  comenzar  las  clases,  lo  que  se  puede  conseguir  excitando  su 
interés  y  entusiasmo  6  castigándolos,  ó  de  ambas  maneras.  En 
las  ciudades  y  pueblos  más  importantes,  las  casas-escuelas  no 
tienen  lugares  de  recreo,  porque  son  casas  de  vivienda,  y  el  niño 
que  llega  diez  ó  quince  minutos  antes  de  empezar  las  clases,  no 
encuentra  nada  que  despierte  su  interés,  y  tiene  que  sentarse  pa- 
cientemente á  esperar.  El  maestro  que  puede  llenar  este  tiempo 
de  manera  tan  interesante  para  el  niño  que  lo  induzca,  por  el 
placer  que  de  ello  derivará,  á  venir  á  su  escuela  media  bora  an- 
tes de  que  comiencen  las  clases,  no  tendrá  de  seguro  que  lucbar 
con  la  tardanza  de  sus  alumnos. 

Las  Juntas  de  Educación  deben  Tratar  Enérgicamente  que  se  Cumplan 
los  Preceptos  Legales  sobre  Asistencia  Obligatoria. — Las  dificultades  tie- 
nen que  estudiarse  y  resolverse  á  medida  que  aparecen,  y  la  ma- 
yor ó  menor  bondad  de  una  Junta  de  Educación  se  aprecia  por  la 
mayor  ó  menor  facilidad  con  que  vence  las  dificultades  que  se  le 
presenten.  Mientras  más  práctica  sea  una  Junta  de  Educación, 
más  fáeimente  podrá  apreciar  las  dificultades  que  son  dificulta- 
des, de  las  que  no  lo  son;  más  fácilmente  podrá  separar  los  pro- 
blemas importantes,  de  aquéllos  que  lo  son  en  la  apariencia,  y,  por 
lo  tanto,  serán  siempre  de  mayor  valor,  de  más  eficacia,  las  reso- 
luciones que  adopte.  Una  de  las  dificultades  positivas  con  que 
se  tropieza  en  la  actualidad  es  la  falta  de  asistencia,  y  uno  de  los 
problemas  importantes  que  nos  confrontan  es  encontrar  la  mane- 
ra de  evitar  que  eso  continúe,  para  obtener  lo  cual  es  necesa- 
rio que  las  Juntas  de  Educación  bagan  observar  la  Ley  con  la 
mayor  energía.  Si  son  negligentes  en  el  cumplimiento  de  este 
deber,  resultan  mucho  más  culpables  que  aquellos  padres  á  quie- 
nes debieran  castigar. 

Maestros. 

Adelanto  Obtenido. — Los  maestros  han  adelantado  notablemente 
durante  el  año  transcurrido,  pero  para  conseguir  ese  resultado 
ha  sido  necesario  realizar  esfuerzos  incesantes.  La  labor  intelec- 
tual y  material  de  los  que  han  luchado  por  facilitar  á  nuestros 
maestros  oportunidad  para  que  adelanten  en  su  profesión,  está  em- 
pezando á  dar  sus  resultados;  y  se  puede  decir,  en  términos  gene- 
rales, que  los  maestros  de  hoy  son  muy  superiores  á  los  que  te- 
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níamos  hace  dos  años.  La  tarea  lia  sido  muy  difícil,  pues  no  te- 
nemos Escuelas  Normales  ni  Institutos  para  la  formación  de 
maestros,  y  aunque  hubieran  existido  no  habria  habido  tiempo  de 
sentir  sus  ventajas.  Ha  sido  preciso,  por  tanto,  buscar  otros  me- 
dios para  lograr  los  resultados  apetecidos,  y  con  tal  objeto  se  han 
adoptado  las  mejores  medidas  posibles  á  fin  de  que  los  maestros 
aumenten  su  caudal  de  conocimientos  durante  las  vacaciones  de 
verano,  y  para  que  durante  el  período  lectivo  sus  aulas  sean  ins- 
peccionadas por  personas  que  les  señalarán  los  errores  que  come- 
tan, y  la  manera  de  corregirlos.  El  aula  ha  sido  una  escuela 
práctica  á  la  que  cada  maestro  ha  asistido  durante  nueve  meses 
en  el  año,  y  las  ventajas  que  de  ella  han  derivado  están  en  pro- 
porción con  las  aptitudes  y  condiciones  de  cada  uno. 

A  lo  que  se  Debe  dicho  Adelanto.  Organización  de  las  Escuelas  Norma- 
les de  Verano. — Todo  este  adelanto  se  ha  debido  no  sólo  á  las  ense- 
ñanzas que  nuestros  maestros  han  recibido,  sino  también  al  prin- 
cipio de  selección  que  se  ha  establecido.  Para  conseguir  que  nues- 
tros maestros  adquiriesen  mayores  conocimientos,  se  crearon  las 
Escuelas  Normales  de  Verano,  y  para  poder  nombrar  á  los  más 
aptos,  se  establecieron  los  exámenes,  y  sin  embargo,  á  pesar  del  fin 
laudable  qué  con  esas  medidas  se  perseguía,  ambas  fueron  cri- 
ticadas. 

Por  la  primera  vez  en  la  historia  de  la  Isla  se  organizaron  las 
Escuelas  Normales  de  Verano,  á  las  que  asistieron  más  de  4,000 
maestros;  y  también  por  vez  primera  se  examinaron  más  de  6,000 
maestros  en  el  espacio  de  unos  pocos  meses.  Ha  sido  un  proce- 
dimiento de  mejoramiento  por  eliminación,  basado  en  el  principio 
de  que  sólo  los  más  aptos  son  los  que  deben  continuar  ejerciendo 
el  profesorado,  pero  fuerza  es  confesar  que  de  este  sano  principio 
se  ha  abusado  algunas  veces. 

Los  Electores  deben  Interesarse  por  Elegir  Hombres  Honrados  para 
miembros  de  Juntas  de  Educación;  Única  Manera  de  Conseguir  que  se 
JSíombren  Maestros  a  los  más  Aptos. — Cada  padre  de  familia  ayuda  á 
escoger  el  maestro  que  ha  de  enseñar  al  hijo  de  aquél,  cuando 
deposita  su  voto  á  favor  de  determinada  persona  para  el  cargo 
de  Director  del  sub-distrito  en  las  elecciones  que  al  efecto  se  ve- 
rifican, y  si  ese  padre  siente  interés  por  la  educación  de  su  hijo, 
tiene  que  interesarse  en  que  sea  una  persona  buena  la  que  ocupe 
el  mencionado  puesto  de  Director.  Se  ve,  pues,  que  el  nombra- 
miento del  mejor  maestro  que  se  encuentre  en  la  localidad  de- 
pende directamente  de  cada  padre  de  familia.  Cada  comunidad 
debe  defender  sus  intereses.  No  hay  poder  igual  al  del  elector 
inteligente  cuando  deposita  su  voto  en  las  urnas  electorales,  pues 
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■tiene  en  sus  manos  el  medio  de  castigar,  negándole  »u  voto,  á  los 
que  han  sido  infieles  en  el  desempeño  de  sus  deberes  oficiales. 
Esta  facultad  es  una  cosa  nueva  para  el  ciudadano  cubano,  y  por 
lo  tanto  ilo  se  lia  dado  todavía  cuenta  exacta  de  su  poder,  de- 
biéndosele, mientras  se  encuentre  en  esta  situación,  mientras  no 
comprenda  que  es  un  factor  importante  en  la  vida  de  un  pueblo 
libre,  proteger  contra  los  que  pretendan  abusar  de  su  ignorancia. 
Esto  fué  preciso  hacer  en  el  año  á  que  este  informe  se  refiere, 
pues  algunas  Juntas,  prestando  más  atención  á  los  intereses  de 
un  amigo  ó  de  un  familiar,  que  al  dé  los  niños  para  quienes  se 
establecen  las  escuelas,  abusaron  descaradamente  de  las  faculta- 
des de  que  están  investidas. 

Así,  pues,  en  algunos  distritos  fué  violado  el  sano  principio 
sustentado  de  que  sólo  deben  continuar  ejerciendo  los  maestros 
de  más  aptitudes.  La  experiencia  enseña  lecciones  muy  amargas, 
pero  las  enseña  bien,  y  cuando  llegue  otra  vez  la  oportunidad  de 
elegir  los  Directores  que  han  de  formar  parte  de  las  Juntas  de 
Educación,  estoy  seguro  de  que  en  los  distritos  en  que  tales  cosas 
han  sucedido  es  donde  se  demostrará  mayor  interés  en  las  elec- 
ciones. 

La  selección  de  maestros  es  el  deber  más  importante  de  las 
Juntas  de  Educación,  y  cuando  de  este  asunto  se  trate  no  deben 
tener  en  cuenta  ningún  sentimiento  de  carácter  personal  ó  políti- 
co, ni  las  relaciones  de  familia  ó  de  amistad.  ]SFo  deben  inspi- 
rarse más  que  en  el  bien  común,  pues  á  la  educación  de  millares 
de  niños  y  á  los  intereses  y  al  bienestar  del  país  afectan  sus  reso- 
luciones. 

El  Dinero  que  se  Gasta  en  Instrucción  Primaria  es  Tirado  al  Arroyo, 
si  no  se  Nombran  Buenos  Maestros.  De  esto  son  Responsables  las  Juntas 
de  Educación. — Se  concede  autorización  para  establecer  una  escue- 
la, y  para  ello  se  alquila  una  casa,  se  adquieren  mobiliario  y  ma- 
terial y  se  destina  cierta  cantidad  para  el  pago  de  sus  haberes  á 
los  maes tiros  y  conserjes  de  dicha  escuela.  Hasta  aquí  el  Estado, 
á  cuyo  cargo  corren  todos  los  gastos  que  se  acaban  de  mencionar, 
no  ha  escatimado  el  dinero:  al  contrario;  pero,  ¿de  quién  depen- 
den los  resultados  que  deben  obtenerse  en  virtud  de  los  gastos 
hechos?  Del  maestro  directamente;  y  si  la  Junta  de  Educación 
se  compone  de  individuos  indiferentes,  ignorantes  ó  inmorales, 
ese  maestro  no  servirá  absolutamente  para  nada:  se  habrán  bota- 
do al  arroyo  unos  cuantos  miles  de  pesos,  pero  la  causa  de  la  en- 
señanza nada,  absolutamente  nada,  habrá  adelantado.  ¿Por  qué 
algunas  Juntas  de  Educación,  que  han  llenado  fielmente  sus  de- 
beres, obran  de  muy  distinta  manera  cuando  llega  el  momento  de 
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llenar  la  parte  más  importante  de  su  misión?  ¿Por  qué  los  pa- 
dres de  familia,  de  cuya  confianza  se  abusa  de  tal  manera,  no  des- 
piertan á  la  realidad,  comprendiendo  que  ellos  también  son  res- 
ponsables de  lo  que  con  sus  hijos  se  comete? 

Las  Juntas  de  Educación  que  se  ban  distinguido  por  el  abuso 
que  ban  realizado,  al  acordar  los  nombramientos  de  maestros,  lo 
ban  hecho  principalmente  por  una  ú  otra  de  las  siguientes  ra- 
zones: por  cobardía,  ó  por  corrupción,  ambas  igualmente  dignas 
de  desprecio.  Por  muy  cuidadosamente  que  eduquemos  á  nues- 
tros maestros,  siempre  los  habrá  de  dos  clases;  buenos  y  malos. 
¿De  qué  sirve  gastar  tiempo  y  dinero  para  mejorar  á  nuestros 
maestros,  si  después  de  todo,  las  Juntas  de  Educación  han  de 
rechazar  al  bueno  nombrando  al  malo?  Estoy  convencido  do 
que  á  la  postre  desaparecerán  los  abusos  á  que  me  refiero,  pero 
para  ello  es  preciso  luchar  noche  y  día,  inteligente  y  sistemática- 
mente. Por  las  razones  que  acabo  de  exponer,  algo  detallada- 
mente, existe  una  gran  diferencia  en  la  calidad  de  los  maes- 
tros empleados  en  los  distintos  distritos,  y  en  realidad  ello  viene 
á  ser  un  buen  medio  de  juzgar  la  relativa  bondad  de  las  Juntas 
de  Educación. 

Los  Contratos  que  se  Celebren  eon  los  Maestros  han  de  Durar  un 
Año. — Los  maestros  fueron  sostenidos  en  sus  puestos  durante 
más  de  un  año,  y  se  les  proporcionaron  oportunidades  bastantes 
para  que  se  preparasen  para  la  competencia  que  había  de  ocu- 
rrir, dándosele  también,  durante  ese  tiempo,  una  oportunidad 
á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  para  apreciar  debidamente  los  res- 
pectivos méritos  y  aptitudes  de  los  maestros  por  ellas  em- 
pleados. La  Ley  Escolar  previene  que  los  contratos  con  los 
maestros  no  podrán  hacerse  por  un  período  mayor  de  un  año,  y 
que  todos  los  contratos  habrán  de  expirar  el  último  día  del  año 
escolar  en  que  hayan  sido  celebrados.  Se  ha  criticado,  aunque 
infundadamente,  este  precepto  legal,  que  está  basado  en  un  prin- 
cipio reconocido  siempre  en  toda  transacción  comercial :  ambas 
partes  contratantes  tienen  que  estar  protegidas.  Las  partes 
contratantes  en  este  caso  son  el  Estado  y  el  Maestro,  y  á  ambos 
se  les  protege.  Las  aptitudes  de  un  maestro  son  una  cantidad 
que  varía  constantemente  si  se  las  compara  con  las  de  otras 
personas  que  son  ó  pueden  ser  maestros.  Un  año  es  un  período 
de  tiempo  bastante  largo  para  hacer  sufrir  á  una  comunidad  los 
malos  efectos  producidos  por  un  error  cometido  de  buena  fe  por 
la  Junta  de  Educación,  y  por  otra  parte,  no  debe  obligarse  á 
estas  Corporaciones  á  conservar  maestros  que  no  han  demostrado 
ser  tan  aptos  como  se  les  suponía,    ó    que  han    probado    su 
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completa  ineptitud,  pero  pueden  perfectamente  renovar  los  con- 
tratos con  aquéllos  de  cuya  competencia  estén  satisfechas.  Claro 
estaque  estas  observaciones  se  hacen  bajo  el  supuesto  que  las 
Juntas  de  Educación,    ó  cualquiera  que    sea    la    entidad  que 

haga  estos  nombramientos,  se  inspiran  en  sentimientos  hon- 
rados ,  porque  de  lo  contrario,  abusos  siempre  habrá  ,  sea 
cual  fuere  el  plan  establecido.  Y  aunque  (como  se  ha  te- 
nido ocasión  de  ver)  esta  honradez  de  principios  no  exista  siem- 
pre, no  está  el  remedio  en  hacer  contratos  por  largo  tiempo  sino 
en  purificar  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  porque  con  lo  primero  el 
resultado  sería,  dadas  las  circunstancias  actuales,  perpetuar  un 
mal  sin  conseguir  mejora  alguna. 

Razones  por  qué  dichos  Contratos  No  deben  Hacerse  por  más  Tiempo. 
— Los  contratos  que  se  hacen  por  largo  tiempo,  al  igual  que  los  cer- 
tificados ó  títulos  que  se  expiden  por  largos  períodos,  como  asegu- 
ran el  porvenir  del  maestro  durante  determinado  número  de  años, 
le  quitan  casi  por  completo  todo  incentivo  para  el  estudio.  El 
que  asegure  que  un  maestro  que  sabe  que,  salvo  por  causas  graves 
y  de  determinada  índole,  no  se  le  puede  quitar  su  puesto,  dedica- 
rá todo  su  tiempo  hábil  al  estudio,  preparándose  para  la  compe- 
tencia, cuando  sabe  que  nada  ganará  ni  perderá  obrando  de  tal 
modo,  desconoce  por  completo  la  naturaleza  humana.  Con  este 
procedimiento  se  daría,  por.  el  contrario,  un  golpe  de  muerte  á  su 
ambición,  y  si  se  hiciera  una  prueba  de  tal  sistema  se  convence- 
ría bien,  pronto  3a  generalidad  de  los  maestros  de  que  es  mucho 
mejor  correr  el  riesgo  de  perder  con  la  esperanza  de  ganar,  que 
no  tener  esas  oportunidades  para  adelantar.  El  adelanto  de 
nuestros  maestros  depende  directamente  de  las  oportunidades  de 
.  competencia  honrada  que  se  les  proporcione,  y,  lejos  de  supri- 
mírselas, se  les  debe  facilitar  todas  las  que  sean,  posibles.  ■ 

Influencia  de  los  Exámenes. — Los  exámenes  que  se  verificaron  en 
el  verano,  facilitaron  otra  oportunidad  á  los  maestros  para  demos- 
trar sus  aptitudes,  pero  por  razones  que  se  manifiestan  en  otra 
parte  de  este  informe,  los  resultados  obtenidos  no  se  pueden  tomar 
como  base  para  formar  un  juicio  exacto.  Cuando  haya  pasado 
más  tiempo,  y  los  exámenes  sean  más  difíciles,  y  se  obtengan  en 
virtud  de  ellos  certificados  de  grados  más  elevados  se  podrá  esta- 
blecer mejor  una  comparación.  Los  exámenes  no  tienden  á  tor- 
turar á  los  maestros  como  muchos  parecen  pensar;  se  llevan  á 
efecto  para  proteger  tanto  al  profesorado  como  á  los  niños.  Si  no 
hubiese  exámenes,  cualquiera  que  lo  deseara  podría  asumir  el  tí- 
tulo de  maestro,  y  es  fácil  anticipar  el  descrédito  en  que  caería  la 
profesión  si  tal  cosa  ocurriese.     Las  Universidades  de  Yale  y  de 
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Harvard  y  la  Academia  Militar  de  West  Point  ocupan  puestos 
envidiables  entre  los  grandes  establecimientos  de  enseñanza  por- 
que se  ocupan  muy  cuidadosamente  de  que  los  hombres  que  en 
ellas  se  gradúen  nunca  puedan  ser  causa  de  que  disminuya  la 
reputación  que  han  obtenido.  Si  los  maestros  de  Cuba  han  de 
tener  orgullo  de  su  profesión  no  puede  ésta  estar  á  disposición 
de  todo  aquél  que  desee  pertenecer  á  ella,  sino  que  debe  obli- 
gársele á  que  demuestre  sus  aptitudes  sometiéndole  á  las  prue- 
bas necesarias.  Mientras  más  difíciles  sean  los  exámenes  y 
más  rigurosas  las  calificaciones,  más  escogido  será  el  cuerpo  de 
profesores. 

Los  exámenes  han  sido  otro  gran  incentivo  para  el  estudio. 
Durante  el  verano  pasado  se  expidieron  certificados  de  primer 
grado  á  6,031  maestros,  ó  sea  á  un  número  de  maestros  que  exce- 
de en  más  de  dos  mil  al  número  de  plazas  creadas  en  la  Isla. 

Los  exámenes  que  se  verificarán  en  el  año  de  1902  serán,  proba- 
blemente, lo  suficientemente  difíciles  para  reducir  el  número 
de  personas  con  certificados  de  maestros  á  un  número  casi 
igual  al  que  se  necesita  en  las  escuelas  públicas.  Con  esto  se  ob- 
tendrán dos  resultados  muy  provechosos :  elevar  el  nivel  profesio- 
nal de  los  maestros  é  impedir,  por  ser  menor  el  número  de  per- 
sonas habilitadas  para  la  enseñanza,  que  algunas  Juntas  de 
Educación  cometan  abusos. 

En  el  verano,  los  maestros  asistieron  durante  seis  semanas  á  las 
Escuelas  Normales  de  ese  nombre  organizadas  en  la  Isla,  y  cien 
concurrieron  á  la  de  la  Universidad  de  Harvard.  Sobre  este  par- 
ticular se  habla  más  extensamente  en  otro  capítulo  de  este  informe. 

Cuba  Tendrá  Buenos  Profesores. — Cuba  tendrá  algún  día  un  buen 
cuerpo  de  maestros  (hoy  no  los  tiene)  si  á  los  jóvenes,  tanto  de 
uno  como  de  otro  sexo  que  hoy  desempeñan  esos  puestos,  se  les 
alienta  y  ayuda  en  debida  forma.  Hasta  la  fecha  se  les  ha  ayu- 
dado todo  lo  posible  y  mucho  tiempo  se  ha  invertido  en  idear 
planes  beneficiosos  para  ellos  y,  repito,  que  el  resultado  de  esa 
labor  ha  sido  magnífico.  El  maestro  de  hoy  es  muchas  veces 
mejor  que  el  de  dos  años  atrás.  El  adelanto  realizado  es  una  de 
las  sorpresas  relacionadas  con  el  desarrollo  del  sistema  escolar,  y 
si  continuamos  exigiéndole  á  los  maestros  mayores  conocimien- 
tos, y  al  mismo  tiempo  practicamos  justa  y  honradamente  un 
sistema  de  selección^  dentro  de  pocos  años  estarán  todas  las  es- 
cuelas de  la  Isla  á  cargo  de  realmente  buenos  profesores. 
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Exámenes. 

Primeros  Exámenes.  Plan  eon  Arreglo  al  eual  se  Verificaron, — Los 
primeros  exámenes  para  obtener  título  de  maestro,  verificados 
pajo  el  actual  sistema,  tuvieron  lagar  en  febrero,  y  durante  las 
vacaciones  se  celebraron  otros  más.  La  Junta  de  Superintenden- 
tes, en  las  primeras  sesiones  que  celebró  en  el  mes  de  octubre 
del  año  de  1900,  formuló  el  plan  que  había  de  regir  en  los  exá- 
menes, plan  que  fué  publicado  por  la  Orden  número  474,  serie  de 
1900  del  Cuartel  General  del  Departamento  de  Cuba,  que  fué  ob- 
servada en  los  exámenes  que  tuvieron  lugar  en  febrero,  demos- 
trándose en  la  práctica  que  el  plan  era  defectuoso,  debido  á  lo 
cual,  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes,  en  la  sesión  ordinaria  del 
mes  de  mayo  de  1901,  formuló  un  nuevo  plan,  que  fué  publicado 
por  el  Gobierno  Militar  de  la  Isla  por  la  Orden  número  127  de  la 
serie  de  1901. 

En  este  plan  se  prescribe  que  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes,  c  'in- 
mediatamente después  de  efectuarse  cualquier  examen,  expedirá 
á  cualquier  miembro  de  un  Tribunal  de  Exámenes,  si  éste  lo  de- 
seare, el  certificado  del  grado  más  alto  que  pueda  obtenerse  en 
dicho  examen. JJ  En  el  plan  primeramente  publicado,  se  prescribía 
que  los  miembros  de  los  Tribunales  de  Examen  tenían  que  some- 
terse á  una  prueba  de  suficiencia  al  igual  que  los  examinandos, 
mientras  que,  como  se  ve  por  el  precepto  que  se  acaba  de  trans- 
cribir, en  el  nuevo  plan  se  determina  que  á  un  calificador,  por  el 
hecho  de  serlo,  se  le  expida  certificado,  si  así  lo  deseare. 

Infundadas  Censuras  del  Nuevo  Plan. — Esta  modificación  fué  ori- 
gen de  mucha  crítica,  inspirada  principalmente  en  razones  de 
carácter  puramente  personal,  y  en  la  que  los  maestros  tomaron 
escasa  participación.  La  razón  que  existe  para  eximir  de  examen 
á  los  calificadores  es  obvia,  especialmente  si  se  tiene  en  'cuenta 
la  manera  como  son  escogidos  los  miembros  de  los  Tribunales  de 
Examen,  y  el  gran  cuidado  que  se  observa  á  fin  de  impedir  el 
nombramiento  para  esos  cargos  de  personas  no  honradas.  En  primer 
lugar,  el  Superintendente  de  la  Provincia  designa  en  una  lista  un 
número  de  personas  doble  del  que  considere  necesario.  Dicha  lista 
pasa  por  manos  del  Superintendente  de  la  Isla,  quien  puede  ha- 
cer las  indicaciones  que  estime  convenientes,  y  llega,  por  último, 
á  poder  del  Secretario  de  Instrucción  Pública,  quien  nombra  de- 
finitivamente las  personas  que  han  de  componer  los  distintos 
Tribunales  de  Examen.  Los  Superintendentes  Provinciales  deben 
conocer  lo  suficiente  á  los  maestros  de  sus  respectivas  provincias 
para  saber  cuáles  de  ellos  pueden  desempeñar  puestos   de  califi- 


262 

cadores,  y  esto  aparte,  inedia  suficiente  tiempo  entre  la  remisión 
de  las  listas  y  los  nombramientos  definitivos  para  poder  enmen- 
dar cualquier  error  que  por  una  ú  otra  causa  pudiere  haberse  co- 
metido. Como  se  ve,  la  designación  de  los  individuos  que  han  de 
componer  los  Tribunales  de  Examen,  es  hecha  por  las  personas 
más  desinteresadas  que  encontrarse  pueden,  no  siendo  esto  óbi- 
ce, sin  embargo,  para  que  se  cometan  errores  de  juicio,  como  en 
verdad  se  cometieron,  pero  la  comisión  de  dichos  errores  será 
mucho  menor  cuando  se  haya  adquirido  un  conocimiento  más 
exacto  de  los  maestros  de  la  Isla. 

El  Problema  Consiste  en  Nombrar  Personas  Honradas  para  Mwmbroa 
de  los  Tribunales  de  Examen. — La  mayor  parte  de  las  censuras  que  la 
modificación  de  que  se  trata  motivó,  se  fundaba  en  que  los  Su- 
perintendentes Provinciales  recomendarían  á  determinadas  per- 
sonas para  desempeñar  los  cargos  de  calificadores,  por  razones  de 
familia,  de  política  ó  por  otras  de  carácter  análogo.  Estoy  muy 
lejos  de  poder  admitir  semejante  fundamento,  porque  el  recono- 
cerlo como  verdadero  y  exacto  equivaldría,  desde  luego,  á  perder 
casi  toda  esperanza  de  que  nuestro  sistema  escolar  adelante  y 
progrese  de  manera  apreciable;  equivaldría  también  a  confesar 
que  nuestro  sistema  requiere  urgentemente  una  gran  reforma. 
Sin  embargo,  si  á  pesar  del  gran  cuidado  con  que  se  escogen  las 
personas  que  han.  de  desempeñar  los  cargos  de  Superintendentes 
Provinciales,  se  designase  para  uno  de  estos  puestos,  á  un  indi- 
viduo tan  falto  de  toda  noción  de  honor  que  abusara  de  tal.  ma- 
nera de  las  prerogatives  de  su  cargo,  no  tardaría  error  tan  la- 
mentable en  descubrirse,  y  en  nombrarse  otro  Superintendente 
que  supiera  cumplir  con  sus  deberes.  El  cargo  de  calificador  es 
•  esencialmente  un  cargo  de  confianza,  y  no  puede  ser  de  otra  ma- 
nera. El  problema,  por  tanto,  se  reduce  á  nombrar  para  dichos 
puestos  á  personas  honradas,  á  personas  en  quienes  se  pueda 
confiar,  y  ¿quién  puede  negar  que  no  las  podemos  encontrar? 

A  los  Calificadores  se  les  Debe  Expedir  Certificados. — -La  lógica  de  fa- 
cilitar certificados  á  los  calificadores  por  el  hecho  de  serlos,  es 
tan  evidente,  que  es  casi  innecesario  exponer  las  razones  que 
abogan  en  pro  de  este  procedimiento.  Se  acaba  de  manifestar 
que  dichos  calificadores  son  escogidos  con  el  mayor  cuidado,  y 
esto,  en  sí,  equivale  á  un  examen,  á  una  prueba.  En  la  opinión 
de  un  Superintendente  Provincial,  basada  en  el  conocimiento 
personal  y  en  lo  que  de  público  se  diga,  cierto  individuo  posee 
los  conocimientos  y  la  experiencia  necesarios  para  ,  calificar  los 
trabajos  de  un  examinando,  y  determinar  si  ellos  ameritan  que 
se  le  expida  un  certificado  habilitándolo  para  enseñar  ciertas  raa- 


terias.  Prescribir  que  la  misma  ■  persona,  debe  someterse  á  la 
misma  prueba  de  suficiencia,  es  negar,  ipm  facto,  que  posee  los 
conocimientos  y  experiencia  en  virtud  de  los  cuales  ha  sido  nom- 
brado calificador. 

De  aquí  á  tres  años  habrá  maestros  que,  con  arreglo  al.  plan 
actualmente  en  vigor,  habrán  obtenido  certificados  del  primero, 
del  segundo  y  del  tercer  grado,  y  entonces  podrá  ser  oportuno 
modificar  el  plan.  La  experiencia  obtenida  durante  ese  tiempo 
podrá  indicar  los  cambios  que  sea  conveniente  introducir,  pero  la 
obtenida  hasta  la  fecha  no  ha  demostrado  tal  conveniencia,  por 
lo  que  opino  que  el  plan  actual  no  debe  reformarse  por  ahora, 
pero  si  soy  de  opinión  que  debiera  modificarse  en  algunos  parti- 
culares la  manera  de  ejecutarlo. 

Leo  Manera  de  Preparar  las  Preguntas  que  han  de  Emplearse  en  los 
Exámenes  debiera  ser  Otra. — Creo  que  debiera  reformársela  manera 
de  confeccionar  las  preguntas  que  se  emplean  en  los  exámenes  y 
la  de  determinar  las  que  han  de  contestar  los  distintos  maes- 
tros. En  los  exámenes  que  se  han  celebrado,  ha  habido  una  gran 
diferencia  entre  las  preguntas  empleadas  en  distintos  lugares  de  la 
Isla,  y  la  libertad  dada  á  los  maestros  para  escogerlas  ha  sido  de- 
masiado grande.  Las  preguntas  fueron  preparadas  por  los  distin- 
tos Tribunales  de  '.Examen  y  en  unos  casos  se  le  permitió  á  los 
maestros  escoger  de  ellas  libremente  las  que  deseaban  contestar, 
mientras  que  en  otros  la  elección  de  preguntas  fué  hecha  á  la 
suerte,  prácticas  ambas  en  extremo  inconvenientes  que  dieron 
por  resultado  una  grandísima  falta  de  uniformidad  en  los  exáme- 
nes. Si  es  nuestro  objeto  conseguir  iguales  resultados  en  todas 
partes  de  la  Isla,  este  procedimiento  debiera  modificarse.  Si  fue- 
re posible,  el  plan  ideal  sería  examinar  á  todos  los  candidatos  con 
las  mismas  preguntas,  pero  si  esto  resultare  impracticable,  el  plan 
que  se  adopte  debe  .acercarse  al  ideal  lo  más  posible.  La  práctica 
de  sacar  las  preguntas  al  azar  debe  ser  abolida  por  completo,  pues 
es  una  reminiscencia  de  un  sistema  muy  malo,  una  vez  muy  común 
en  la  Isla,  y  que  no  tiene  lugar  en  los  métodos  que  actualmente 
se  emplean.  Las  preguntas  deben  ser  uniformes,  y  eso  no  es  po- 
sible si  son  preparadas  por  una  veintena  ó  más  de  distintos  Tri- 
bunales de  Examen  con  diferente  criterio  sobre  el  particular. 
Opino  que  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  solamente  debiera  pre- 
parar las  preguntas,  j  sí  no  fuere  conveniente  reunir  á  todos  los 
miembros  de  dicha  Junta  con  tal  objeto,  podría  nombrarse  una 
Comisión  del  seno  de  la  misma  para  ello,  la  que  prepararía  un 
numero  de  series  de  preguntas  en  cada  asignatura  suficiente  para 
facilitar  á  cada  Tribunal  de  Examen  una  de  ellas.     La  vigente 
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Ley  concede  á  la  referida  Corporación  plena  autoridad  para 
proceder  de  esta  manera. 

Debiera  ser  Obligatorio  Examinarse  en  ciertas  Asignaturas;  en  Otras, 
No. — Los  Our  sos  de  Estudios  actualmente  en  vigor  comprenden 
muchas  asignaturas  que  nuestros  maestros  no  están  preparados 
actualmente  para  enseñar,  ni  lo  estarán  por  algún  tiempo,  y  aun- 
que sea  muy  conveniente  que  se  preparen  para  enseñarlas  con  la 
menor  pérdida  de  tiempo,  no  es  razonable  exigirles  lo  imposible. 
Para  los  aspirantes  á  Certificados  de  Primero  y  de  Segundo  Grado 
debiera  ser  obligatorio  examinarse  en  Lectura,  Escritura,  Arit- 
mética, Geografía,  Lenguaje  y  Gramática,  Historia,  Fisiología  6 
Higiene,  Dibujo,  Métodos  de  Enseñanza,  y  en  ninguna  otra  asig- 
natura. Si  lo  desearen,  sin  embargo,  podría  permitírseles  exa- 
minarse en  Agricultura,  Ciencias  Naturales,  etc. ,  pero  como  ya 
se  ha  manifestado,  el  demostrar  su  conocimiento  de  las  materias 
últimamente  mencionadas,  debe  ser  voluntario  en  el  aspirante, 
sirviendo  únicamente  para  darle  mayor  valor  á  su  certificado. 
Actualmente  la  gran  mayoría  de  nuestros  maestros  posee  conoci- 
mientos muy  escasos  de  las  materias  más  elementales,  y  exigirles 
que  se  sometan  á  una  prueba  en  las  asignaturas  últimamente 
mencionadas,  les  obligaría  á  dedicar  á  su  estudio  un  tiempo  que 
más  provechosamente  podrían  emplear  en  el  de  las  de  otras  ma- 
terias, para  ellos  más  esenciales. 

Las  Preguntas  debieran  ser  las  Mismas  para  todos  los  Aspirantes, 
Determinándose  el  Grado  del  Certificado  por  el  Número  de  Puntos. — Los 
aspirantes  para  Certificados  de  Primero  y  de  Segundo  Grado  de- 
bieran contestar  las  mismas  preguntas,  determinándose  el  grado 
del  certificado  que  se  le  ha  de  expedir  al  examinando  por  el  nú- 
mero de  puntos  que  obtenga.  Por  ejemplo:  con  100  puntos  como 
máximum,  al  candidato  que  obtuviere  no  menos  de  80  puntos 
podría  dársele  el  Certificado  de  Segundo  Grado,  y  al  que  obtu- 
viere menos  de  60,  el  del  Primer  Grado.  El  plan  de  preparar 
preguntas  distintas  para  los  examinandos,  según  aspiren  á  obte- 
ner el  Certificado  del  Primer  Grado,  ó  el  del  Segundo,  aumenta 
el  trabajo  de  los  calificadores,  y  no  presenta  ventaja  alguna;  al 
contrario.  Opino  que  éstas  son  reformas  de  grande  importancia 
que  debieran  introducirse  en  los  exámenes  del  año  entrante,  por 
lo  que  recomiendo  á  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  que  las  preste 
el  debido  estudio. 

Razones  por  qué  no  debía  Declararse  Exentos  de  Examen  a  los  Maestros 
Titulares. — Desde  el  momento  en  que  se  principió  á  discutir  la 
conveniencia  y  necesidad  de  celebrar  exámenes,  los  poseedores 
de  certificados  expedidos  durante  el  pasado  régimen,  hicieron  un 
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gran  esfuerzo  para  obtener  el  reconocimiento  de  sus  títulos,  y, 
W  ende,  la  exención  de  examen.  Aunque  con  arreglo  á  la  le- 
gislación anterior,  para  conseguir  dichos  títulos  era  preciso  poseer 
'determinados  conocimientos,  lo  cierto  es  que  la  gran  mayoría  de 
^ellos  habían  sido  obtenidos  por  favoritismo  simplemente. 
v  Por  regla  general,  eran  títulos  expedidos  para  toda  la  vida, 
puchos  de  los  poseedores  de  dichos  títulos  jamás  habían  ejercido 
el  profesorado,  pero  se  disponían  á  hacerlo  ahora  en  vista  de  la 
entrada  que  de  esa  manera  obtendrían.  Además,  habían  sido 
expedidos  con  arreglo  á  un  sistema  desaparecido  y,  á  lo  mejor, 
simplemente  servían  para  demostrar  que  sus  poseedores  sabían 
enseñar,  pero  con  arreglo  á  métodos  declarados  hace  tiempo  ina- 
decuados. Hacía  varios  años  que  la  mayor  parte  de  dichos  títulos 
habían  sido  expedidos,  y  durante  ese  tiempo  los  poseedores  de  ellos 
no  habían  sido  estimulados  á  estudiar;  al  contrario,  la  posesión  del 
título  tendía  á  matar  ó  á  coartar  todo  impulso  ó  deseo  de  adelanto. 
Ko  puede  negarse  que  algunos  habían  obtenido  esos  títulos  porque 
tenían  méritos  para  ello,  pero  vuelvo  á  repetir  que  esto  no  era 
cierto  de  la  mayoría. 

Nos  encontramos  con  hombres  y  mujeres  que  nunca  habían 
enseñado  un  solo  día  en  toda  su  vida  poseyendo  certificados  para 
toda  la  vida.  Si  hubiere  sido  posible  aceptar  los  buenos  y  re- 
chazar los  malos,  el  problema  hubiera  resultado  fácil,  pero  había 
que  aceptarlos  ó  rechazarlos  todos. 

Estas  son  algunas  de  las  muchas  razones  que  hicieron  impo- 
sible que  los  títulos  antiguos  inspirasen  confianza  alguna;  por  lo 
tanto,  todos  fueron  rechazados.  Nunca  fué  éste,  sin  embargo,  un 
problema  serio  ni  digno  de  mucha  consideración.  Los  que  poseían 
títulos  y  eran  competentes,  nada  podían  temer  á  los  exámenes; 
los  que  en  este  caso  no  se  encontraban,  viéronse  obligados  á  es- 
tudiar ó  á  abandonar  la  profesión. 

}     Diferentes  Exámenes  Celebrados. — Al  principio,  fué  la  intención 

que  todas  las  personas  empleadas  como  maestros  se  examinasen  en 

febrero,    pero  como  esto   hubiera  interrumpido  seriamente    la 

buena  marcha  de  las  escuelas,   se  decidió  que  á  los  exámenes  de 

i  febrero  se  presentasen  los  aspirantes  á  ingresar  en  la  carrera  del 

í  magisterio,  y  que  los  maestros  en  función  no  fueran  examinados 

t  hasta  las  vacaciones  de  verano, 
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El  resultado  de  los  examen  es  de  febí 

5ero  fué  el  siguiente: 

PROVINCIA. 

Examinados 

y 
aprobados. 

Reprobados. 

Total 
examinados 

Pinar  del  Río 

93 
322 

221 

258 

7 

185 

15 

108 

38 

102 

16 
26 

108 
430 
259 
360 

83 
211 

Habana . 

Matanzas 

Santa  Clara.... 

Puerto  Príncipe . 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

1,086 

365 

1,451 

El  resultado  de  los  exámenes  verificados   en  el  verano  fué  el 
siguiente: 


PROVINCIA. 


Pinar  del  Río 

Habana , 

Matanzas 

Santa  Clara 

Puerto  Príncipe — 
Santiago  de  Cuba 


Examina- 

dos y 

Reproba- 

aprobados. 

dos. 

339 

47 

1,128 

256 

790 

59 

1,173 

81 

287 

15 

763 

214 

,  4,480 

672 

Total 
de  exami- 
nados. 


386 
1,384 

849 
1,254 

302 

977 

5,152 


Los  exámenes  fueron  extremadamente  fáciles,  pareciéndose 
más  á  las  pruebas  de  unos  alumnos  que  pasan  del  tercer  al 
cuarto  grado  que  á  las  de  los  maestros  de  esos  alumnos,  pero 
nunca  sucederá  esto  nuevamente. 

Aunque  existían  razones  para  hacer  que  los  primeros  exámenes 
resultaran  fáciles,  lo  fueron  demasiado.  De  los  3,600  maestros 
empleados,  solamente  un  pequeño  numero  había  sido  examinado 
alguna  vez,  por  lo  que  resultaba  esta  experiencia  completamente 
nueva  para  la  mayoría.  K~o  sabían  lo  que  les  esperaba;  tenían 
grandes  temores;  y,  por  lo  tanto,  en  su  primera  prueba  se  les 
ayudó  todo  lo  posible.  Los  resultados  probaron,  sin  embargo, 
que  se  les  ayudó  más  de  lo  que  era  necesario,  pues  de  las  6,603 
personas  que  se  examinaron,  5,566  fueron  aprobadas,  y  poseen 
hoy  Certificados  de  Primer  Grado.  Hay  empleados  en  las  escue- 
las públicas  3,600  maestros,  por  lo  que  queda  un  sobrante  de 
personas  con  certificados  innecesariamente  grande.  Por  tanto, 
el  problema  que  se  ha  de  resolver  en  los  exámenes  que  se  verifi- 
carán en  el  año  próximo,  se  reduce  á  escoger  los  4,000  mejores 
maestros  de  los  que  hoy  poseen  certificados, 
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Hoy  Ejercen  muchas  Personas  que  no  Tienen  Aptitudes  para  la  Ense- 
anza. — No  se  puede  negar  que  hay  hoy  en  las  escuelas  públicas 
veintenas  de  maestros  que  no  poseen  las  menores  aptitudes  para 
os  puestos  que  ocupan.  Los  he  encontrado  en  casi  todos  los  dis- 
ritos  de  la  Isla.  Maestros  sin  conocimientos;  maestros  sin  con- 
diciones; y  hasta  maestros  sin  moralidad.  La  labor  de  los  exa- 
I binadores  es  eliminar  á  dichos  elementos  inútiles  ó  malsanos, 
Oabor  á  la  vez  muy  importante  y  difícil,  pues  requiere  dotes  poco 
i  comunes  de  valor  y  de  imparcialidad.  Para  el  año  entrante  los 
superintendentes  Provinciales  debieran  conocer  bastante  bien  las 
aptitudes  y  condiciones  de  los  maestros  de  sus  respectivas  pro- 
fe  yincias, — conocimiento  que  en  el  año  pasado  no  poseían — y,  por 
I  lo  tanto,  el  trabajo  de  escoger  los  calificadores  les  será  relativa- 
llfnente  más  fácil.  En  sus  visitas  de  inspección  á  las  escuelas  de 
|lsus  provincias,  debieran  tener  este  asunto  constantemente  en  su 
\ imaginación,  preparándose  así  para  hacer  estos  nombramientos 
;¡gin  dificultad  alguna  cuando  sea  necesario.  El  plan  de  exáme- 
nes no  requiere  modificación  alguna,  lo  que  requiere  es  que  en  su 
.ejecución  se  observe  más  cuidado. 

Nombramientos  de  Maestros. 

Instrucciones  dadas  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación. — Durante  el  verano, 
se  aconsejó   á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  la  Isla,  tanto  indivi- 
dual como  colectivamente,   que  al  hacer  los  nombramientos  de 
maestros  para  el  año  escolar  venidero,  no  debían  inspirarse  más 
,,que  en  el  mejoramiento  y  adelanto  de  las  escuelas  públicas  de 
»gus  respectivos  distritos,  y  se  les  manifestó  que  debían  olvidarse, 
fal  ocuparse  de  este  importantísimo  asunto,  de  sus  rencillas  perso- 
. nales,  y  de  sus  relaciones  políticas,   ó  de  amistad  ó  de  familia; 
.dándoseles  á  entender  que  si  se  apartaban  de  la  senda  de  justicia 
.trazada  por  esta  Oficina,  serían  castigadas  con  todo  rigor  y  seve- 
ridad.   Se  puede  decir  que  no  ha  pasado   un  solo   día,   desde  el 
establecimiento  de  la  vigente  Ley  Escolar,  sin  que  de  una  ú  otra 
manera,  no  se  haya  hecho  saber  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  en 
la  Isla  que  sus  acuerdos  no  deben  inspirarse  en  conveniencias 
particulares  ni  en  espíritu  de  partido,    sino  en  el  bien  único  y 
-exclusivo   de  la  enseñanza.  Ta,nto  por  estas  indicaciones  y  ad- 
vertencias, hechas  con  carácter  oficial,  como  por  las  protestas  y 
clamoreo,  que  de  suponer  era  levantaría  el  público  honrado  en 
.caso  de  que  las  Juntas   de   Educación   no  cumplieran  con   su 
deber,   debían  estas  Corporaciones  haber   comprendido  que  no 
podía  tolerárseles  que  abusaran,  para  satisfacer  fines  personales, 
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de  una  de  las  más  sagradas  facultades  que  les  confiere  la  Ley 
Escolar  vigente. 

Mala  fe  de  Algunas  Juntas. — A  pesar  de  todo  esto,  se  vio  clara- 
mente al  terminar  el  año  escolar,  época  en  que  se  hicieron  los 
nombramientos  de  maestros  para  el  año  siguiente,  que  muchas 
Juntas  de  Educación  habían  hecho  caso  omiso  de  las  advertencias 
de  esta  Oficina,  y  que,  faltas  completamente  de  pudor,  habían 
olvidado  sus  deberes  para  con  el  pueblo  que  las  eligió,  abusando 
de  su  poder  para  darle  un  puesto  á  un  pariente,  ó  á  un  correli- 
gionario político,  fuera  ó  no  competente;  viéndose,  además,  que 
algunas  tuvieron  tan  poca  conciencia  de  lo  que  significa  la  palabra 
MOE ALIDAD  que  colocaron  como  maestros  á  verdaderos  parias 
de  la  sociedad. 

Desde  que  se  organizó  el  actual  sistema  hasta  la  terminación, 
del  año  escolar  de  1900  á  1901,  no  había  habido  un  cambio  gene- 
ral en  el  personal  del  magisterio  público;  siendo  éste  el  mismo 
en  agosto  de  1901  que  en  diciembre  de  1899,  exceptuando  los 
cambios  ocasionados  por  renuncias  ú  otras  causas.  La  vigente 
Ley  Escolar  prescribe  que  los  contratos  de  maestros  han  de  ha- 
cerse por  un  período  de  tiempo  no  mayor  de  un  año,  y  que  han 
de  expirar  precisamente,  el  31  de  agosto  de  cada  año  escolar; 
por  cuya  razón,  los  contratos  celebrados  con  los  3,600  maestros 
empleados  por  las  distintas  Juntas  de  Educación  de  la  Isla,  no 
eran  válidos  después  del  31  de  agosto  de  1901. 

Debido  al  desarrollo  sin  paralelo  del  sistema  escolar  de  Cuba, 
que  comenzó  con  unos  pocos  centenares  de  maestros  y  llegó  á 
contar  en  el  espacio  de  dos  ó  tres  meses  con  más  de  3,000,  los 
que  ingresaron  en  el  magisterio  no  fueron  escogidos  con  gran 
cuidado,  ni  se  les  sometió  á  examen  alguno;  por  lo  que  no  cabe 
duda  que  muchos  de  ellos  debieron  sus  nombramientos  al  favori- 
tismo ú  otras  causas,  pero  no  á  su  competencia  ó  aptitudes,  de- 
bido á  lo  cual  hubiera  sido  muy  preferible  el  haber  dejado  muchas 
plazas  sin  cubrir,  y  que  las  personas  que  las  obtuvieron  hubieran 
continuado  dedicándose  á  sus  ocupaciones  de  costumbre.  A  pesar 
de  que  estas  circunstancias  eran  perfectamente  conocidas,  se  les 
protegió  en  sus  puestos  durante  más  de  un  año,  dándoseles  de 
esta  manera  á  todos  una  oportunidad  para  que  demostrasen  que 
eran  dignos  de  los  cargos  que  desempeñaban,  pues  hasta  el  vera- 
no de  1901,  cuando  ya  habían  ejercido  durante  dos  años,  no  se 
les  exigió  que  se  presentaran  á  examen,  y  aun  entonces  estas 
pruebas  fueron  tan  fáciles  y  sencillas,  que  casi  pueden  conside- 
rarse como  una  farsa,  como  ya  se  ha  tenido  ocasión  de  manifes- 
tar.    Sin  embargo,  muchos  de  ellos  fueron  reprobados. 
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Los  buenos  sueldos  que  con  regularidad  se  pagan,  y  otras  ven- 
¡ajas  de  que  gozan  los  maestros  de  las  escuelas  públicas  de  la  Is- 
a,  indujeron  á  veintenas  de  hombres  y  mujeres  jóvenes,  aspiran- 
ts á  ingresar  en  el  magisterio,   á  prepararse  para  los  referidos 
exámenes,  dando  esto  por  resultado  que  el  número  de  personas 
3on  certificados  de  primer  grado  que  había  en  la  Isla  en  agosto 
Je  1901  era  casi  doble  del  número  de  plazas  creadas.     Como  ya  se 
tía  expuesto,  muchos  de  los  maestros  que  habían  ejercido  du- 
rante dos  años  no  tenían  la  más  ligera  noción  de  los  deberes  in- 
herentes á  sus  puestos  cuando  se  hicieron  cargo  de  ellos,  y,  la 
causa  sea'cual  fuere,  lo  cierto  es  que  no  estaban  más  adelantados, 
jjt  ese  respecto,  al  expirar  los  referidos  dos  anos,  motivo  más  que 
suficiente  para  sustituirlos  con  nuevo  personal.     Presentóse  oca- 
sión para  ello  con  la  expiración  de  los  contratos  en  la  fecha  ya 
expresada,  lo  que  dio  á  las  Juntas   de  Educación  una   oportuni- 
dad para  deshacerse  de  ese  material  inservible,  de  esa  carga  in- 
útil que  había  sobrellevado  durante  dos  años,  reemplazándolo 
con  gente  nueva,  de  la  que  sin  duda  se  obtendría  mayor  prove- 
cho, aunque  le  faltare  práctica.     Algunas  Juntas  de  Educación 
no  aprovecharon  en  absoluto  la  oportunidad  presentada,   limi- 
tándose á  confirmar  en  sus  cargos  á  sus  respectivos  maestros, 
aunque  algunos  de  ellos  no  sirvieran  para  nada.     Otras,  anima- 
das por  el  deseo  muy  digno  de  encomio  de  cumplir  fielmente  con 
sus  deberes,  estudiaron  el  asunto  con  la  calma  é  imparcialidad 
debidas,  pudiendo,  de  esta  manera,  determinar  con  tino  y  equidad 
qué  maestros  no  debían  contratarse  nuevamente.     Otras,  en  fin, 
inspirándose  en  sentimientos  bajos  ó  mercenarios,  acordaron  los 
nuevos  nombramientos  sin  parar  mientes  en  las  aptitudes  ó  ido- 
neidad de  los  agraciados.     Se  dio  el  caso  de  no  contratarse  los 
mejores  maestros  de  un  distrito,  por  no  pertenecer  ellos  ó  sus  fa- 
miliares al  partido  político  en  que  militaba  la  respectiva  Junta 
de  Educación,  la  que  regaló  esos  puestos  á  sus  amigos  y  correli- 
gionarios.    Ocurrió,  asimismo,  el  hecho  de  no  contratarse  nueva- 
mente buenos  maestros,  con  objeto  de  hacer  lugar  para  los  parien- 
tes de  los  miembros  de  la  Junta  de  Educación.     En  uno  ó  dos 
casos  no  se  le  dio  una  plaza  de  maestro  á  todos  los  hermanos, 
hermanas,  primos  y  demás  parientes  de  los  miembros  de  la  Jun- 
ta, por  la  sencilla  razón  de  que  no  había  puestos  para  todos. 

Nombramiento  de  una  Comisión  Investigadora. — Este  estado  de  co- 
sas, por  demás  deplorable,  me  indujo  á  publicar  la  siguiente  cir- 
cular, nombrando  una  Comisión  compuesta  de  tres  miembros,  pa- 
ra que  practicase  las  investigaciones  necesarias: 
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Circular   K?  36. 

Oficina  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas, 

Isla  de  Cuba. 

Habana,  agosto  21  de  1902, 

Por  la  presente  se  nombra  una  Comisión  con  objeto  de  que  estu- 
die con  el  mayor  cuidado  las  quejas  relativas  á  los  nombramien- 
tos de  maestros  para  el  año  escolar  de  1901-1902,  que  por  este 
Centro  le  sean  trasladadas.  Dicha  Comisión  se  compondrá  del  Su- 
perintendente Provincial  de  Escuelas  Públicas  de  la  provincia  ea 
que  la  Comisión  tuviere  que  trabajar,  quien  la  presidirá,  y  délos 
señores  Pedro  Modesto  Hernández,  Presidente  del  Consejo  Esco- 
lar de  Cienfuegos,  y  de  Arturo  K.  Díaz,  Director  del  periódico 
uLa  Escuela  Moderna'7  que  se  publica  en  esta  capital. 

Los  miembros  de  la  mencionada  Comisión  observarán  en  sus 
trabajos  las  instrucciones  que  este  Centro  tenga  á  bien  darles,  y 
deberán  dar  cuenta  al  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  del  re- 
sultado de  cada  una  de  las  investigaciones  hechas,  á  fin  de  que 
dicho  Comisionado  pueda  resolver  lo  que  fuere  procedente. 

Matthew  E.  Haistna, 

Ayudante  de  Campo, 
Comisionado  de  Escuela,  Públicas . 

Intrueciones  dadas  á  la  Comisióri  Investigadora. — Al  Presidente  de 
la  Comisión  le  fueron  dadas  las  siguientes  instrucciones: 

Señor: 

Tengo  el  honor  de  dar  á  Ud.  las  instrucciones  siguientes  sobre 
las  investigaciones  que  la  Comisión  que  Ud.  preside  ha  de  practi- 
car con  referencia  á  los  nombramientos  de  maestros  para  el  año 
escolar  de  1901-1902. 

Debiera  Ud.  regirse  por  el  principio  de  que  la  Junta  de  Educa- 
ción de  que  se  trate  ha  procedido,  al  hacer  dichos  nombramientos, 
honrada  y  justicieramente,  mientras  no  se  le  pruebe  evidente- 
mente lo  contrario.  Se  limitará  Ud.  á  tomar  las  declaraciones 
que  voluntariamente  se  le  den;  pero  usará  Ud.  de  todos  los  debi- 
dos medios  á  su  alcance  para  conseguir  todos  los  datos  necesarios 
para  dictaminar  sobre  cada  caso. 

Deberá  Ud.  tener  en  cuenta  que  en  muchos  casos  pueden  las 
Juntas  haber  procedido  con  completa  buena  fe,  y  en  cumplimiento 
de  sus  deberes,  al  no  contratar  para  el  año  escolar  próximo  maes- 
tros empleados  durante  el  actual,  sino  contratando  nuevo  per- 
sonal. 

Con  arreglo  á  la  Ley  Escolar  vigente,  la  ardua  tarea  de  escoger 
los  maestros  más  competentes  entre  los  aspirantes  á  desempeñar 
las  plazas  de  profesores  en  las  escuelas  públicas,  se  deja,  casi  por 
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completo,  al  buen  juicio  de  las  distintas  Juntas  de  Educación. 
Esta  es  la  labor,  á  la  vez  la  más  importante  y  la  más  difícil  en- 
comendada á  dichas  Juntas  y,  por  tanto,  deben  sus  actos  ser  sos- 
tenidos siempre  que  se  vea  claramente  que  los  intereses  escolares 
del  distrito  han  sido  los  móviles  que  las  han  guiado. 

Si  á  juicio  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  se  deja  la  resolución  de 
an  asunto  tan  importante,  como  la  designación  de  los  que  han  de 
formar  nuestro  magisterio  público,  deben  estas  Corporaciones 
contar  con  el  cordial  apoyo  de  los  Centros  superiores,  siempre 
que  sus  actos  se  inspiren  en  el  bien  común;  pero  deben  también 
ser  castigadas  con  prontitud,  cuando  se  inspiren  en  egoistas  sen- 
timientos personales,  ó  cuando  se  dejen  guiar  por  intereses  polí- 
ticos ó  de  familia. 

Por  una  parte  tendrá  esa  Comisión  de  su  presidencia  que  com- 
batir el  criterio  mantenido  por  los  maestros  de  que,  por  el  mero 
hecho  de  haber  funcionado  como  tales,  han  obtenido  un  derecho 
sobre  las  escuelas  confiadas  á  su  cargo,  y  que  en  esos  puestos 
deben  ser  respetados,  cualesquiera  que  sean  sus  condiciones  y 
competencia,  por  lo  que  estiman  que  grave  injusticia  se  ha  come- 
tido cuando  alguna  Junta  nombra  otro  maestro  en  su  lugar,  ó 
les  rebaja  el  sueldo,  ó  les  traslada  á  otra  escuela. 

Por  la  otra  parte,  se  tiene  que  hacer  frente  á  la  tendencia  de 
algunas  Juntas  de  Educación,  quienes  por  varias  causas  y  sin 
tener  en  cuenta  las  condiciones  que  los  nombrados  para  estos 
puestos  deben  reunir,  se  disponen  á  favorecer  á  algunos,  á  come- 
ter injusticias  con  otros,  perturbando  el  sistema  escolar  y  ha- 
ciendo grave  daño  á  la  enseñanza  pública  primaria. 

En  sus  resoluciones  debe  guiarse  esa  Comisión  en  gran  parte, 
por  la  competencia  del  maestro,  su  reputación,  etc.  Entre  dos 
personas  en  igualdad  de  condiciones,  una  de  las  cuales  ya  ha 
actuado  como  maestro  durante  el  corriente  año  y  el  otro  no,  debe 
preferirse  al  que  ya  ha  desempeñado  la  plaza;  pero  si  la  persona 
nombrada  fuere  más  idónea,  más  competente  que  la  que  reclama, 
en  nada  puede  influir  el  hecho  de  que  la  reclamante  ha  fungido 
como  maestra  hasta  la  fecha. 

Debe  tenerse  muy  en  cuenta  que  debemos  seguir  un  juicioso 
procedimiento  de  selección  para  conseguir  el  mejoramiento  del 
nivel  profesional  del  magisterio  público  cubano  que  tanto  se  desea 
y,  en  tal  virtud,  sólo  cuando  esta  selección  ha  sido  hecha  indebi- 
damente, debe  recomendarse  la  anulación  de  lo  acordado  por  las 
Juntas  de  Educación. 

Informe  rendido  por  la  Comisión  sobre  los  Nombramientos  hechos  por 
la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Bejucal. — El  27  de  agosto  la  Comisión 
investigó  las  quejas  que  se  habían  producido  contra  la  junta  de 
Educación  de  Bejucal,  rindiendo  el  siguiente  informe: 
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Habana,  agostó  28  de  1901. 
Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas, 
Señor: 

La  Comisión  que  suscribe,  cumpliendo  lo  ordenado  por  Ud.  en 
la  Circular  N?  36,  se  constituyó  ayer,  martes,  en  la  ciudad  de 
Bejucal  con  el  fin  de  investigar  las  causas  que  tuvo  la  Junta  de 
Educación  para  no  contratar,  para  el  año  escolar  entrante,  á  once 
de  los  maestros  anteriormente  empleados. 

La  Comisión  puede  afirmar,  como  resultado  de  su  investiga- 
ción, que  no  ha  existido  para  ello  otra  causa  que  la  cuestión  po- 
lítica, pues  si  bien  es  cierto  que  se  han  alegado  por  el  Presidente 
de  la  Junta  motivos  de  inmoralidad  respecto  á  los  maestros  N".  N. , 
N".  N.,  N.  ]ST.,  N.  1ST.  y  1ST.  1ST.,  ésto  no  ha  podido  comprobarse  de 
modo  claro  y  evidente,  porque  mientras  los  señores  que  pertene- 
cen al  Partido  Nacional  se  hacen  eco,  sin  afirmarlo,  del  rumor 
público,  los  del  Partido  Republicano  lo  niegan  de  modo  categóri- 
co, llegando  á  afirmar  que  todo  es  una  infamia.  En  este  mismo  sen- 
tido se  expresa  el  Sr.  Juan  Travieso,  Director  del  Subdistrito  1ST? 
2,  la  única  persona  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  que  se  ocupa  con 
interés  de  las  escuelas  de  Bejucal;  por  más  que  su  esfuerzo  se 
pierde  en  el  vacío  á  causa  de  no  ser  oído  jamás  por  sus  compa- 
ñeros. 

En  lo  que  si  están  conformes  todas  las  personas  á  quienes  he- 
mos interrogado,  es  en  la  competencia  profesional  de  la  mayoría 
de  los  maestros  salientes,  superior  en  todo  á  la  de  casi  totali- 
dad de  los  entrantes. 

Causa  verdadera  pena  el  estado  de  las  escuelas  de  Bejucal.  En 
ellas  todo  anda  al  garete;  los  pupitres  no  se  han  fijado  todavía, 
los  libros,  las  plumas,  las  cajas  de  yeso,  el  papel  de  escribir,  todo, 
señor,  permanece  tirado  en  el  suelo  de  las  casas-escuelas,  á  cien- 
cia y  paciencia  de  los  conserjes,  quienes  no  barren  las  escuelas, 
ni  limpian  los  muebles,  ni  desempeñan  ninguna  de  las  funciones 
propias  de  su  cargo. 

El  Secretario  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  es  un  hombre  sin  con- 
diciones para  el  cargo,  del  cual  sólo  se  ocupa,  á  lo  que  parece, 
para  percibir  el  sueldo. 

Por  todo  lo  cual,  la  Comisión  se  permite  recomendar  á  usted 
las  siguientes  disposiciones: 

Primera.  Decretar  la  destitución  del  Presidente  y  Directores 
de  la  actual  Junta  de  Educación  de  Bejucal,  con  la  sola  excep- 
ción del  Director  Juan  Travieso. 

Segunda.  Disponer  lo  necesario  para  que  no  sean  contratados 
los  siguientes  maestros,  unos  sin  cultura  pedagógica  ni  práctica 
en  la  enseñanza,  otros  por  su  avanzada  edad:  ÍST.  N.,  N". 'N\,  N. 
K,  N".  N.,  N".  K,  1ST.  K,  N".  1ST.,  1ST.  K,  N.  1ST.,  K  N".,  yN.  K;y 

Tercera.  Ordenar  la  destitución  del  Secretario  de  la  Junta  de 
Educación  y  la  de  todos  los  conserjes. 

Alfredo  M.  Aguayo. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  R.  Díaz. 
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Resolución. — Las  dos  primeras  recomendaciones  de  la  Comisión 
fueron  aprobadas  por  el  Gobernador  Militar,  mas  el  cumplimien- 
to de  la  tercera  fué  dejado  al  juicio  de  la  Junta  de  Educación 
que  habia  de  formarse. 

El  día  3  de  septiembre  dirigí  al  Presidente  de  la  referida  Co- 
misión la  siguiente  carta: 

Tengo  el  honor  de  informar  á  usted  que,  en  virtud  de  la  inves- 
tigación hecha  recientemente  en  Bejucal  por  la  Comisión  de  su 
presidencia,  ha  resuelto  el  señor  Gobernador  Militar,  lo  siguiente: 

Primero. — Que  con  la  sola  excepción  del  Sr.  Juan  Travieso,  Di- 
rector del  Subdistrito  número  1,  sean  destituidos  los  demás  miem- 
bros de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Bejucal,  por  grave  abuso  de  la 
autoridad  que  la  Ley  les  confiere  en  el  nombramiento  de  maes- 
tros. 

Segundo. — Que  los  sucesores  délos  miembros  expulsados  sean 
nombrados  por  el  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas,  á  propuesta 
de  la  Comisión  Investigadora. 

En  cumplimiento  de  la  resolución  que  dejo  transcripta,  la  Co- 
misión Investigadora  se  constituirá  en  Bejucal,  con  la  menor  de- 
mora posible,  para  determinar  qué  individuos  debe  recomendar 
á  esta  Oficina  para  miembros  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  ese 
Distrito,  especificando,  al  propio  tiempo,  el  número  de  años  que 
cada  uno  deba  servir.  Cada  uno  de  dichos  miembros  debe  residir 
en  el  subdistrito  que  represente  en  la  Junta.  Después  de  hechos 
estos  nombramientos,  la  Junta  de  Educación  quedará  definitiva- 
mente constituida,  eligiendo  á  su  Presidente  y  nombrando  su 
Secretario.* 

Siendo  el  objeto  de  la  investigación  practicada  por  la  Comisión 
de  su  presidencia  no  sólo  castigar,  si  necesario  fuere,  sino  anular 
cualquier  injusticia  que  pudiera  haberse  cometido  por  la  Junta 
al  hacer  los  nombramientos  de  maestros  para  el  año  escolar  co- 
rriente, deberá  la  Comisión  que  Ud.  preside,  indicar  á  la  Junta 
de  Educación  de  Bejucal  que  se  nombre,  los  cambios  que  deban 
hacerse  en  los  nombramientos  de  maestros  hechos  por  la  anterior 
Junta,  dando  cuenta  á  esta  Oficina  de  tales  indicaciones. 

Nombramiento  de  una  Nueva  Junta. — El  día  después  contestó  la 
Comisión  con  la  comunicación  siguiente: 

Habana,  septiembre  4  de  1901, 

Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Señor: 

La  Comisión  que  suscribe,  cumpliendo  la  orden  de  Ud.,  se 
trasladó  en  la  mañana  de  hoy,  miércoles,  á  Bejucal,  para  escoger 
las  personas  que  han  de  formar  la  nueva  Junta  de  Educación  de 
la  citada  ciudad. 
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Los  distintos  jefes  de  las  agrupaciones  políticas  recomendaron 
á  esta  Comisión  las  personas  siguientes: 

José  María  Gispert,  Médico  municipal. 
Lorenzo  Valdés  Rodríguez, 
Arcadio  García,  é 
Higinio  Mateu, 
del  Partido  Nacional; 

Isidro  Zertucha,  y 
Luis  Campuzano, 
del  Partido  Republicano; 

Benito  Aruca,  y 
Santos  Suárez, 
del  Partido  Democrático; 

Eduardo  Pina,  Populista,  y 
Juan  Montalvo,  Independiente. 

La  Comisión,  después  de  oir  á  las  citadas  personas,  propone  á 
Vd.  el  nombramiento  de  las  que  siguen  para  formar,  con  el  Sr. 
Juan  Travieso,  de  filiación  republicana,  la  Junta  de  Educación 
de  Bejucal:  Isidro  Zertucha,  segundo  distrito,  dos  años;  Higinio 
Mateu,  tercer  distrito,  tres  años;  Lorenzo  Valdés  Rodríguez, 
cuarto  distrito,  dos  años;  Benito  Aruca,  quinto  distrito,  tres 
años;  Santos  Suárez,  sexto  distrito,  un  año. 

Alfredo  M,  Aguayo. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  E.  Díaz. 

La  Junta  de  Educación  fué  nombrada  de  conformidad  con  lo 
recomendado  por  la  Comisión. 

Informe  de  la  Comisión  referente  á  los  Nombramientos  hechos  por  la 
Junta  de  Educación  de  Santa  María  del  Rosario. — El  día  29  de  agos- 
to se  investigaron  las  quejas  producidas  contra  la  Junta  de  Edu- 
cación de  Santa  María  del  Rosario,  y  al  día  siguiente  la  Comisión 
informó  como  sigue: 

Habana,  agosto  SI  de  1901. 

Sr.  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 
Senoe,: 

Cumpliendo  la  orden  de  Vd. ,  la  Comisión  que  suscribe  se  tras- 
ladó ayer,  jueves,  al  Distrito  Municipal  de  Santa  María  del  Rosario. 

De  la  minuciosa  investigación  practicada  resulta:  que  la  Junta 
de  Educación  no  ha  contratado,  para  el  año  escolar  entrante,  á 
los  maestros  N.  1ST. ,  N".  1ST.  y  1ST.  ~N. ,  para  dar  esas  plazas  á  parien- 
tes del  Presidente  de  la  Junta,  unas,  y  para  premiar  servicios 
políticos  prestados  en  las  últimas  elecciones,  otras. 

También  está  comprobado  que  el  traslado  de  la  Señora  N.  ~N.  á 
una  escuela  del  barrio  "El  Cotorro"  obedece  á  las  mismas  causas. 

Todas  las  personas  á  quienes  ha  interrogado  la  Comisión,  aún 
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los  mismos  republicanos  interesados  en  la  combinación  de  maes- 
tros hecha,  declaran  que  los  maestros  no  contratados  ahora,  N.N., 
JST.  N".  y  1ST.  N".,  son  superiores  en  cultura  pedagógica  y  práctica 
profesional  á  los  escogidos  para  sustituirlos.  Y  así  es  en  efecto. 
Maestros  de  competencia,  de  buena  organización  física,  de  aspec- 
to simpático,  se  han  sustituido  por  gentes  sin  conocimientos,  de 
naturaleza  raquítica  y  aspecto  poco  agradable. 

Sin  embargo,  el  Presidente  de  la  Junta  declara  que  ha  aquila- 
tado la  incompetencia  de  la  maestra  N".  ~N>  por  la  manera  de  lle- 
nar las  Formas  núm.  4,  las  cuales  ha  tenido  que  devolverle  en 
número  tan  crecido  de  veces,  que  le  han  obligado  á  comprar,  por 
conducto  del  maestro  1ST.  1ST.,  ejemplares  en  blanco  de  las  citadas 
Formas  4,  hecho  que  niega  en  su  información  verbal  el  Secreta ta- 
rio  de  la  Junta. 

La  Comisión  se  permite  recomendar  á  TJd. ,  como  consecuencia 
de  su  investigación,  las  siguientes  medidas: 

Primera.  Ordenar  la  destitución  del  Presidente  de  la  Junta 
de  Educación  de  Santa  María  del  Rosario,  Sr.  José  Pons,  porque 
utiliza  ese  cargo  en  bien  de  sus  familiares  y  amigos  políticos. 

Segunda.  Disponer  que  sean  contratados  para  el  año  escolar 
próximo  los  maestros  N.  N". ,  N.  1ST.  y  N".  N". 

Tercera.  Ordenar  que  se  conserve  en  su  puesto  de  Directora 
de  la  Escuela  de  la  ciudad  de  Santa  María  del  Rosario  á  la  maes- 
tra N.  N. ;  y  en  el  cargo  de  auxiliar  de  la  misma  á  la  Srta.  ÍN\  N". 

Cuarta.  Disponer  lo  necesario  para  que  no  sean  contratados, 
al  menos  por  ahora,  las  Srtas.  1ST.  N. ,  IN".  N".  y  el  Sr.  N.  "N. ,  por 
su  poca  edad  los  dos  últimos,  y  su  ninguna  cultura  pedagógica  y 
práctica  profesional  los  tres. 

Alfredo  M.  Aguayo. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  i?.  Díaz. 

Resolución.— La,  primera  de  estas  medidas  fué  aprobada  por  el 
Gobernador  Militar  y  debidamente  llevada  á  efecto;  las  restantes 
fueron  comunicadas  á  la  Junta  de  Educación,  después  de  nom- 
brado su  nuevo  Presidente,  y  fielmente  cumplidas.  A  propuesta 
de  la  Comisión  Investigadora,  se  nombró  Presidente  de  la  Junta 
de  Educación,  en  substitución  del  Sr.  José  Pons,  al  Sr.  Basilio 
García  Osuna. 

Informe  de  la  Comisión  referente  á  los  Nombramientos  hechos  por  la 
Junta  de  Educación  de  Güira  de  Melena. — El  día  primero  de  septiem- 
bre la  Comisión  investigó  las  quejas  producidas  contra  la  Junta 
de  Educación  de  Güira  de  Melena,  y  rindió  el  siguiente  informe: 

Habana,  2  de  septiembre  de  1902. 

Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Señor : 

La  Comisión  que  suscribe,  cumpliendo  una  orden  de  TJd.,  se 
trasladó  ayer,   domingo,    á  Güira   de   Melena,  para  conocer   las 
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causas  que  tuvo  la  Junta  de  Educación  para  no  contratar  nueva- 
mente á  varios  maestros  empleados  en  el  curso  anterior. 

De  las  declaraciones  tomadas  al  Presidente  y  Vocales  de  la 
Junta  y  á  varios  maestros,  resulta  que  la.  Junta  de  Educación  no 
ha  contratado  á  los  maestros  ~N.  N".,  1SL  JSr.  y  N.  ~N.  por  su  inuti- 
lidad, demostrada  en  el  desempeño  de  sus  funciones. 

El  Sr.  1ST.  N.  no  ha  sido  contratado:  Primero,  porque  hirió  en 
la  frente,  durante  las  clases,  á  un  niño.  Segundo;  porque  tuvo 
un  disgusto  en  la  escuela  á  presencia  de  los  niños  con  un  maes- 
tro, en  cuyo  acto  pronunció  el  Sr.  1ST.  1ST.  palabras  groseras.  'Per- 
cero;  porque  también,  durante  las  clases,  un  niño  hirió  á  otro 
con  un  cuchillo.  Cuarto;  por  su  apego  á  los  métodos  y  procedi- 
mientos antiguos,  los  cuales  usa  en  sus  trabajos;  y  Quinto;  por 
su  falta  de  condiciones  para  la  dirección  y  gobierno  de  una  es- 
cuela. 

Varios  vecinos,  y  los  mismos  miembros  de  la  Junta  de  Educa- 
ción, consideran  excesivo  el  numero  de  maestros  empleados  en 
la  parte  urbana  y  muy  exiguo  el  de  la  parte  rural,  donde  existe 
actualmente  una  población  escolar  superior  á  la  de  otros  tiempos. 
Tres  médicos,  uno  de  los  cuales  es  miembro  de  la  Junta  de 
Sanidad,  informaron  á  la  Comisión  respecto  de  las  pésimas  condi- 
ciones higiénicas  de  la  casa-escuela,  instalada  en  el  antiguo  local 
que  ocupaba  la  <tf Valla  de  gallos,"  cosa  que  pudo  comprobar  la 
Comisión  en  su  visita  al  referido  local.  Este  local  es  de  la  propie- 
dad de  un  pariente  del  Secretario  de  la  Junta  de  Educación. 

También  han  declarado  varias  personas  acerca  de  los  procedi- 
mientos ilegales  empleados  por  las  Juntas  en  las  elecciones. 

Es  cierto  que  en  la  designación  de  los  maestros  se  nota  alguna 
parcialidad  ó  temor  á  la  opinión  de  parte  de  la  Junta  de  Educa- 
ción, pues  mientras  eleva  á  la  categoría  de  Director  al  Sr.  'N.  1ST. , 
pariente  del  Secretario,  y  da  puestos  preferentes,  con  buenos 
sueldos,  á  personas  impedidas  por  la  edad  ó  falta  de  conocimien- 
tos, conserva  en  puestos  inferiores  á  maestras  que,  como  las 
Srtas.  ~N.  ~N.  y  ]ST.  ]N\,  revelan  talento,  cultura  prof  esional  y  amor 
á  los  niños. 

La  cuestión  política,  á  la  que  atribuyen  algunas  personas  estos 
hechos,  no  ha  tomado  mucha  parte  en  ellos,  porque,  de  ser  así, 
la  Junta  no  habría  nombrado  á  muchos  maestros  que  pertenecen 
al  Partido  Republicano. 

La  Comisión  se  permite,  como  resultado  de  su  investigación , 
recomendar  á  Ud.  las  siguientes  disposiciones: 

Primera:  Que  se  apruebe  la  no  contratación  délos  maestros 
N.  ís.,  1ST.  ]Nr.,  1ST.  N.  y  IS".  N'.,  toda  vez  que  la  Junta  procedió 
bien  sustituyéndolos  por  otros. 

Segunda:  Qne  se  haga  saber  á  la  Junta  que  el  Sr.  N.  JN\,  pa- 
riente del  Secretario,  no  tiene  condiciones  para  Director  ni  para 
maestro,  debiendo  sustituirlo  por  otra  persona  que  reúna  aquellas 
condiciones. 

ít  Tercera:  Que  también  se  haga  saber  á  la  Junta  que  las  maes- 
tras !N".  1ST.  y  1ST.  1ST.  deben  emplearse  como  Directoras,  en  lugar 
de  otras  que  reúnen  menos  condiciones. 
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Cuarta:  Que  se  reduzca  á  veinte  el  número  de  maestros  de  la 
parte  urbana,  llevando  á  los  excedentes  á  la  parte  rural,  donde 
existen  muchos  niños  sin  escuelas;  y 

Quinta:  Que  se  amoneste  el  Secretario  por  el  abandono  en 
que  tiene  los  libros  de  texto  y  el  mobiliario  de  las  escuelas,  así 
como  por  inmiscuirse  demasiado  en  la  política  local. 

Alfredo  M.  Aguayo. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  R.  Díaz. 

Resolución. — Be  dieron  las  instrucciones  necesarias  para  que  las 
medidas  que  anteceden  fueran  exactamente  cumplidas. 

Informe  de  la  Comisión  respecto  á  los  Nombramientos  hechos  "por  la 
Junta  de  Remedios. — En  los  días  8  y  9  de  septiembre,  la  Comisión 
investigó  las  quejas  producidas  contra  la  Junta  de  Educación  de 
Remedios,  informando  como  sigue: 

Remedios,  septiembre  9  de  1901. 

Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Señor : 

La  Comisión  que  suscribe  se  trasladó  antes  de  ayer,  sábado, 
á  Remedios  para  investigar  las  causas  que  tuvo  la  Junta  de  Edu- 
cación para  no  contratar  nuevamente  á  varios  maestros  em- 
pleados en  el  curso  anterior. 

De  la  investigación  practicada  en  los  días  de  ayer  y  boy,  resul- 
ta que  la  Junta  de  Educación  se  baila  constituida  por  miembros 
elegidos  por  sufragio  y  personas  nombradas  por  la  misma  Junta 
para  sustituir  á  tres  Directores  que  renunciaron  sus  cargos,  se- 
guramente para  no  resolver  una  cuestión  suscitada  por  una  de- 
nuncia hecha  á  la  Junta  por  el  doctor  N.  N.,  contra  el  maestro 
N".  1ST. ,  nuevamente  contratado. 

En  este  hecho  no  ha  intervenido  la  política,  como  han  preten- 
dido hacer  ver  el  Alcalde  Municipal  y  varios  miembros  del  Par- 
tido Republicano.  El  suceso  queda  reducido  á  lo  siguiente:  El 
doctor  1ST.  N.,  enemigo  personal  del  maestro  N.  N.,  prevalido  del 
cargo  de  Director  de  un  Subdistrito  que  ahora  desempeña,  pidió 
á  la  Junta  (de  la  que  no  forma  parte)  que  anulase  el  contrato 
que  tiene  celebrado  con  el  mencionado  maestro,  porque  durante 
la  última  guerra  N".  !N".  cometió  hechos  que  el  denunciante  califica- 
ba de  inhumanos.  Desvirtuados  esos  cargos  por  1S¡ .  ínt.,  dos  miem- 
bros de  la  Junta,  amigos  del  doctor  1ST.  ÍL,  y  otros  más,  prefirie- 
ron renunciar  sus  cargos  á  resolver  el  caso  en  justicia.  Sustituí  - 
dos  estos  tres  señores,  el  doctor  1ST.  1ST.  y  sus  amigos  cayeron  en. 
la  cuenta  de  que  habían  perdido  una  buena  posición  que  les  daba 
poder  ó  representación,  por  lo  que  convinieron  en  trabajar  para 
recabarla  de  nuevo. 

En  cuanto  al  nombramiento  de  maestros,  la  Junta  de  Educa- 
ción ha  procedido  con  no  poca  parcialidad.  Mientras  se  han 
contratado  á  maestros  sin  cultura  pedagógica  ni  práctica  prof e- 
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sional,  con  sueldos  elevados,  se  contratan  otros  con  sueldos  bajos 
6  dejan  de  utilizarse  maestros  conocidos  de  buena  historia  profe- 
sional. 

Las  escuelas  públicas  he  hallan  en  completo  estado  de  abandono. 
La  Junta  anterior  no  se  ocupaba  de  asunto  de  tanto  interés. 

Las  casas-escuelas,  que  pagan  alquiler,  se  han  contratado  sin 
documento  escrito,  excepción  hecha  de  una. 

Existen  muchos  pupitres  sin  armar  todavía,  otros  sin  fijarse 
en  las  aulas,  y  no  pocos  rotos  y  abandonados. 

La  Comisión,  como  resultado  de  su  inspección,  se  permite  re- 
comendar á  Vd.  las  siguientes  resoluciones: 

Primera.  Reducir  á  seis  los  subdistritos  urbanos  en  lugar  de 
los  doce  que  existen  actualmente. 

Segunda.  Destituir,  por  no  estar  legalmente  constituida  la 
Junta  de  Educación,  nombrando  la  que  ha  de  sustituirla,  de 
acuerdo  con  Ja  nueva  división  propuesta.  Además  de  la  desig- 
nación de  tres  miembros,  hecha  por  la  Junta,  casi  la  totalidad  de 
los  Directores  no  residen  en  los  subdistritos  que  representan. 

Tercera.  Disponer  que  el  profesor  JST.  IS",  sea  conservado  en 
su  puesto  de  maestro. 

Cuarta.  Que  se  contrate  nuevamente  al  maestro  N.  1ST. ,  pues  si 
bien  es  verdad  que  se  le  formó  un  expediente  el  año  pasado,  tam- 
bién lo  es  que  en  el  mismo  caso  se  encuentran  los  maestros  ~N.  N. 
y  1ST.  1ST.,  nuevamente  contratados.  Lo  de  la  amonestación  sobre 
el  Registro  White  no  resulta  comprobado;  por  el  contrario,  el 
libro  del  profesor  N.  "N.  es  uno  de  los  llevados  con  más  claridad 
y  limpieza. 

Quinta.  Disponer  que  la  Junta  sustituya  á  ~N.  1ST. ,  con  ~N.  1ST. ; 
á  1ST.  N.  con  É.  1ST. ;  á  N.  1ST.  con  1ST.  1ST. ,  llevando  á  la  plaza  de 
esta  maestra  álí.  N. 

Sexta.     Que  la  Srta.  1ST.  N.  se  traslade  á  una  escuela  de  niñas. 

Séptima.  Que  se  nombren  para  sustituir  á  1ST.  1ST.  y  1ST.  N., 
dos  maestras  de  práctica  en  la  enseñanza  y  de  edad  conveniente, 
por  lo  mismo  que  esas  escuelas  están  distantes  de  la  población  y 
no  han  de  ser  fácilmente  inspeccionadas. 

Octava.  Que  se  rebaje  á  $  30  el  sueldo  de  las  maestras  N. 
N".  y  K  N. 

Novena.  Que  la  escuela  N?  7  se  refunda  en  la  N?  2,  aban- 
donando aquel  local. 

Décima.  Que  se  apruebe  la  no  contratación  de  los  maestros 
N..ÍT.,  -N".  N.  y  N.  N". ;  pues  la  Junta  procedió  bien  sustituyén- 
dolos por  otros. 

Undécima.  Que  se  amoneste  al  actual  Secretario  de  la  Junta; 
primero:  por  no  llevar  el  libro  de  actas  en  la  forma  dispuesta,  to- 
da vez  que  las  actas  se  consignan  en  cuadernos  sin  foliar;  segun- 
do: por  no  tener  los  papeles  en  orden;  y  tercero:  por  tener  los 
pupitres  y  el  material  de  las  escuelos  en  completo  estado  de  aban- 
dono. 

Fidel  Miró. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  R.  Díaz. 

Resolución. — En  vista  de  estas  recomendaciones,  se  escribió  la 
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sigílente  carta  al  Sr.   Presidente  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de 

FRemedios: 

|¡j  Habana,  septiembre  12  de  1902. 

f Señor  Presidente  de  la  Junta  de  Educación, 


Remedios. 


ISbñor: 


j,  Tengo  el  honor  de  informar  á  Ud.  que  la  Comisión  Investiga- 
dora nombrada  por  la  Circular  N?  36  de  este  Centro,  ha  reco- 
}  mendado,  en  virtud  de  las  investigaciones  que  ha  practicado  en 
í  ese  Distrito,  las  medidas  siguientes : 

v  Primera.  Eeducir  á  seis  los  subdistritos  urbanos  en  lugar  de 
los  doce  que  existen  actualmente; 

f     Segunda.     Destituir,  por  no  estar  legalmente   constituida,    la 

Junta   de  Educación,    nombrando  la   que  ha  de  sustituirla,  de 

<  acuerdo  con  la  nueva  división  propuesta;  pues  casi  la  totalidad 

de  los  Directores  no  residen  en  los  subdistritos  que  representan; 

Tercera.     Disponer  que  el  profesor  Sr.   K    N.   sea  conservado 

en  su  puesto  de  maestro; 

Cuarta.     Que  se  contrate  nuevamente  al  maestro  1ST.  £L ,    pues 
,  si  bien  es  verdad  que  se  formó  un  expediente  el  año  pasado,  tam- 
bién lo  es  que  en  el  mismo  caso  se  encuentran  los  maestros  N.N". 
¡yN.  INT.,  nuevamente  contratados; 

"  Quinta.  Que  la  Junta  debe  sustituir  á  los  maestros  E".  ~N.  con 
N.  N". ;  á  1ST.  1ST.  con  K  N. ;  á  ST.  K  con  JN".  N.,  llevando  á  la  pla- 
za de  esta  maestra  á  ~N.  UST. ; 

!  Sexta.  Que  la  Srta.  N.  1ST.  se  traslade  á  una  escuela  de  niñas; 
f}  Séptima.  Que  se  nombren  para  sustituir  á  N.  1ST.  y  1ST.  N". ,  dos 
i(  maestras  de  práctica  en  la  enseñanza  y  de  edad  conveniente,  por 
í  lo  mismo  que  esas  escuelas  están  distantes  de  la  población  y  no 
¡¡han  de  ser  fácilmente  inspeccionadas; 

Octava.     Que  se  rebaje  á  treinta  pesos   el   sueldo  de  cada  una 
de  las  maestras  1ST.  1ST.  y  N.  N. ; 

Novena.     Que  la  escuela  número  7  se  refunda  con  la  número 
i  2,  abandonando  el  local  ocupado  por  aquélla; 
!     Décima.     Que  se  apruebe  la  no  contratación  de  los  maestros 
|  N.  N".,  !N".  N".  yN.  1ST.,  pues  la  Junta  procedió  bien  sustituyen- 
ídolos  por  otros; 

^  Undécima.  Que  se  amoneste  al  actual  Secretario  de  la  Junta; 
^Primero:  por  no  llevar  el  libro  de  actas  en  la  forma  dispuesta, 
í  toda  vez  que  las  actas  se  consignan  en  cuadernos  sin  foliar;  Se- 
pundo:  por  no  tener  los  papeles  en  orden;  y  Tercero:  por  tener  los 
í  pupitres  y  el  material  de  la  Junta  en  completo  estado  de  aban- 
dono. 

p  Después  de  un  cuidadoso  examen  del  expediente  instruido  por 
;  la  referida  Comisión,  esta  Oficina  opina  que  las  recomendaciones 
¡!<nie  anteceden  son  justas  y  las  aprueba  todas. 
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Además  de  las  recomendaciones  citadas/  la  Comisión  manifies- 
ta en  una  parte  de  su  informe,  lo  siguiente: 

í 'En  cuanto  al  nombramiento  de  maestros,  la  Junta  de  Edu- 
cación ha  procedido  con  no  poca  parcialidad.  Mientras  se  han 
contratado  maestros  sin  cultura  pedagógica  ni  práctica  profesio- 
nal, con  sueldos  elevados,  se  contratan  otros  con  sueldos  bajos  6 
dejan  de  utilizarse  maestros  conocidos,  de  buena  historia  profe- 
sional. 

Las  escuelas  públicas  se  hallan  en  completo  estado  de  abando- 
no. La  Junta  anterior  no  se  ocupaba  de  asunto  de  tanto  interés. 

Las  casas- escuelas  que  pagan  alquiler  se  han  contratado  sin 
documento  escrito,  excepción  hecha  de  una. 

Existen  muchos  pupitres  sin  armar  todavia,  otros  sin  fijarse  en 
las  aulas,  y  no  pocos  rotos  y  abandonado. ?? 

A  fin  de  corregir  las  injusticias  que  se  hayan  cometido  con 
ciertos  maestros  de  ese  distrito  al  hacer  los  nombramientos  de 
maestros  para  el  presente  año  escolar,  y  de  dejar  á  la  Junta  de 
Educación  de  ese  Distrito  constituida  de  acuerdo  con  la  Ley  Es- 
colar vigente,  y  de  poner  las  escuelas  públicas  de  Remedios  en 
mejores  condiciones,  dará  lid.  exacto  y  pronto  y  pronto  cumpli- 
miento á  las  instrucciones  siguientes: 

Primera.  Al  devolver  á  esta  Oficina  la  lista  de  maestros  que 
se  le  remitió  según  traslado  de  fecha  22  de  agosto,  seguirá  lid, 
estas  indicaciones: 

El  Sr.  ".N".  JST.  y  el  Sr.  JsT.  ~N.  serán  conservados  en  sus  puestos 
de  maestros; 

Serán  sustituidos  los  maestros  N.  N\,  1ST.  N.  y  N.  1ST.,  por  los 
maestros  1ST.  1ST. ,  ~N.  N '.  y  N".  ]ST.  respectivamente,  poniendo  en  lu- 
gar de  esta  última  á  1ST.  N".  Será  trasladada  la  Srta.  N.  N".  á 
una  escuela  de  niñas; 

Las  maestras  N".  'N.  y  1ST.  N.  serán  sustituidos  por  dos  maestras 
de  experiencia  en  la  enseñanza  y  de  edad  conveniente,  por  en- 
contrarse las  escuelas  actualmente  á  cargo  de  aquéllas  á  gran 
distancia  de  la  población  y  ser,  por  tanto,  de  difícil  inspección; 

Se  rebajará  á  treinta  pesos  el  sueldo  de  cada  una  de  las  maes- 
tras 1ST.  KyKN, 

La  escuela  JST?  7  se  instalará  en  la  misma  casa  que  ocupa  la. 
escuela  £T?  2,  abandonándose  la  casa  que  ocupa  la  escuela  Ñ?  7. 

IsTo  se  contratarán  á  los  Sres.  N".  "N.,  1ST.  N".  y  N".  1ST.,  pues  la 
Junta  de  Educación  tuvo  razón  en  substituirlos  por  otros. 

Segunda:  Esa  Junta  se  tomará  especial  empeño  en  exigirle  al 
Secretario  de  la  misma  que  cumpla  como  es  debido  con  su  obliga- 
ción, teniendo  en  orden  la  oficina,  llevando  los  libros  correspon- 
dientes, y  cuidando  más  del  material  escolar  entregado  á  esa 
Corporación. 

Tercera.  Se  ocupará  Vd.  de  mejorar  el  estado  de  las  escuelas, 
cuya  situación  es  por  demás  deplorable. 

Celebrará  Vd.  contratos  formales  con  los  dueños  de  las  casas 
tomadas  en  arrendamiento,  tratando  de  reducir  los  alquileres  en 
lo  posible. 

Los  pupitres  que  se  encuentran  en  almacén  serán  distribuidos 
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mediatamente  entre  las  escuelas  que  los  necesiten  y  en  caso  de 
j^e  no  hagan  falta,  lo  notificará  Vd.  á  la  brevedad  posible  á  esta 

<¿na,  á  fia  de  remitirlos  á  otros  distritos. 

¿emitirá  Vd.  inmediatamente  á  esta  Oficina  un  presupuesto  de 
gastos  necesarios  para  cumplimentar  lo  que  en  la  presente  se 
Jspone,  autorizándosele,  sin  embargo,  para  empezar  el  trabajo 
¡¡ii  esperar  la  aprobación  del  referido  presupuesto. 
'  Cuarta.  ,  Después  de  dar  cumplimiento  á  las  anteriores  orde- 
rs, se  ocupará  Vd.  de  que  la  Junta  de  su  presidencia  queda 
instituida  conforme  á  lo  que  sobre  el  particular  prescribe  la  Ley 
Escolar  vigente,  la  cual  ordena,  entre  otras  cosas,  que  los  Direc- 
¡pres  ó  miembros  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  los  Distritos 
Municipales  han  de  ser  vecinos  de  los  subdistritos  que  represen- 
pa.  Creo  que  seria  conveniente  reducir  el  número  de  los  sub- 
¿ístritos  en  que  está  dividido  ese  distrito  escolar;  esto,  sin  embar- 
io  determinará  esa  Corporación. 

Sírvase  acusar  recibo  de  la  presente  dando  exacto  y  pronto 
(¿umplimiento  á  lo  que  en  ella  se  dispone. 

De  Vd.  atentamente, 

Matthew  E.  Hanna, 

Ayudante  de  Campo, 
Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Informe  de  la  Comisión  respecto  á  los  Nombramientos  hechos  por  la 
Junta  de  Carlos  Mojas. — El  día  10  de  septiembre  la  Comisión  in- 
vestigó las  quejas  producidas  contra  la  Junta  de  Educación  de 
Carlos  Rojas,  informando  como  sigue: 

(  Carlos  Hojas,  septiembre  11  de  1901. 

u 

l Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Señor: 

La  Comisión  que  suscribe  se  trasladó  ayer,  martes,  al  pueblo 
)de  Carlos  Eojas  para  investigar  las  causas  que  tuvo  la  Junta  de 
Educación  para  no  contratar  á  varios  maestros  empleados  en  el 
[curso  anterior. 

j  De  la  investigación  practicada  resulta  que  la  Junta  no  se  pro- 
fuso sustituir  unos  maestros  malos  ó  de  pésima  conducta  por 
lotros  buenos  ó  excelentes,  sino  hacer  plazas  para  colocar  á  una 
permaná  del  Presidente,  una  cunada  del  Secretario  de  la  Junta, 
I  y  otra  del  Secretario  del  Ayuntamiento  y  vocal  á  la  vez  de  la 
I  Junta  de  Educación. 

I    Por  tanto,  la  Comisión  se  permite  recomendar   á  Ud. ,  á  fin  de 
porregir  esos  abusos,  las  siguientes  resoluciones: 
I    Primera.     Declarar  que  la  Junta  hizo  bien   no  contratando  a 
¡[los  maestros  1ST.  K7  Tí*.  N.?  y  Tí.  1ST, 
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Segunda.  Disponer  la  anulación  de  los  contratos  hechos  con 
JS".  N.,  cuñado  del  Secretario  de  la  Junta;  1ST.  1ST.,  hermana  del 
Presidente;  y  N.  1ST.,  cuñada  del  Secretario  del  Ayuntamiento  y 
vocal  de  la  Junta  de  Educación,  ordenando  á  la  vez  á  la  Junta 
proceda  á  contratar  otros  maestros  que  tengan  cultura  pedagógi- 
ca y  alguna  práctica  en  la  enseñanza  pública. 

Tercera.  Confirmar  en  sus  puestos  á  los  demás  maestros  con- 
tratados; y 

Cuarta.  Rebajar  á  cuarenta  pesos  el  sueldo  del  Secretario  de 
la  Junta  porque  no  tiene  más  que  diez  maestros,  cinco  en  el  pueblo 
y  cinco  en  el  campo. 

De  usted  atentamente, 

Manuel  de  J.  Sáez.— Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  R.  Díaz. 

Resolución. — Estas  recomendaciones  fueron  aprobadas  y  las 
instrucciones  oportunas  comunicadas  á  la  Junta  de  Educación, 
la  que  les  dio  inmediato  cumplimiento. 

Informe  de  la  Comisión  respecto  á  los  Nombramientos  hechos  por  la 
Junta  de  Jovellanos. — El  día  11  de  septiembre  la  Comisión  rindió 
el  siguiente  informe  relativo  á  la  investigación  que  practicó  en 
virtud  de  quejas  producidas  contra  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Jo- 
vellanos : 

Jovellanos,  septiembre  11  de  1901. 
Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Señor: 

La  Comisión  Investigadora  que  suscribe,  cumpliendo  una  or- 
den de  usted,  se  constituyó,  hoy  miércoles,  en  Jovellanos  para 
investigar  las  causas  que  movieron  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  para 
no  contratar  á  varios  maestros  empleados  en   el   curso  anterior. 

De  la  investigación  minuciosa  practicada,  resulta  que  la  Junta, 
para  colocar  de  Secretario"  á  un  hermano  del  Presidente,  nombró 
Director  de  una  escuela  pública  al  Secretario  que  venía  sirviendo 
dicha  plaza;  combinación  que  trajo  la  postergación  de  un  maestro 
que  había  trabajado  con  empeño  é  interés. 

La  Junta,  siguiendo  también  sus  combinaciones,  no  contrató  á 
otra  maestra  para  dar  entrada  á  una  parienta  de  un  vocal  de  la 
Junta. 

La  injusticia  con  que  había  procedido  la  Junta,  la  llenó  de  temor 
cuando  se  enteró  de  que  esta  Comisión  había  de  investigar  los  actos 
realizados  por  ella.  Así  lo  comprueban  los  nombramientos  he- 
chos el  día  anterior  á  nuestra  visita,  en  favor  de  los  mismos 
maestros  que  habían  sido  postergados. 

Gente  tan  medrosa,  señor,  no  debe  figurar  en  una  Junta  de 
Educación,  la  cual  ha  de  tener  por  norma  la  honradez  y  convic- 
ción de  sus  actos. 
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Por  otra  parte,  el  Presidente  de  la  Junta  es  a  la  vez  Juez  Muni- 
pa  y  Correccional  del  poblado,  cargos  que  le  ocupan  todo  su  tiem- 
po, por  lo  que,  según  su  propia  declaración,  no  puede  visitar  con 
asiduidad  las  escuelas. 

En  el  mismo  caso  se  encuentran  los  vocales  señores  José  Ma- 
ría Villariño  y  Gerardo  Paniagua. 

La  Comisión  visitó  algunas  de  las  escuelas.  En  una  de  ellas 
encontró,  en  vez  de  los  libros  enviados  por  Ud.  á  las  Juntas  de 
Educación,  Cartillas,  Catones,  Tablas  de  cuentas,  Epítomes  de  la 
Academia  Española  y  Geografías  de  Cuba  por  Pruna  Santa  Cruz, 
en  tanto  que  .los  textos  oficiales  se  bailaban  almacenados  en  la 
Secretaría  de  la  Junta. 

Eequeridas  las  maestras  por  el  uso  de  esos  libros  antiguos  de- 
clararon que  las  niñas  dan  en  ellos  sus  lecciones,  toda  vez  que  por 
la  Junta  de  Educación  se  les  tolera  el  uso  de  los  mismos. 

El  nuevo  Secretario  de  la  Junta  es  persona  inepta,  al  extremo 
de  no  tener  mas  títulos  para  su  nombramiento  que  los  de  ser  her- 
mano del  Presidente  de  la  Junta. 

La  Comisión  se  permite  recomendar  á  Ud. ,  como  un  medio  efi- 
caz de  corregir  los  abusos  á  que  se  ha  referido,  las  siguientes  re- 
soluciones : 

Primera.  Disponer  la  destitución  de  los  Sres.  Octavio  Gómez, 
José  María  Villariño  y  Gerardo  Paniagua,  directores  respectiva- 
mente de  los  subdistritos  números  1,  2  y  3  de  la  parte  urbana,  sus- 
tituyéndolos por  otras  personas  de  entereza  de  carácter,  firmeza 
de  convicciones  y  amor  á  los  niños. 

Segunda.  Disponer  también  la  destitución  del  Secretario 
Francisco  Gómez,  por  ser  una  persona  completamente  inepta,  que 
fué  llevado  á  ese  puesto  sólo  por  ser  hermano  del  Presidente; 

Tercera.  Amonestar  á  las  maestras  de  la  escuela  "Marta 
Abren7  ?  por  el  uso  de  libros  que  no  han  sido  enviados  por  Ud.  á 
las  escuelas;  y 

Cuarta.  Aprobar  los  nombramientos  hechos  por  la  Junta  con 
la  sola  excepción  de  la  Srta.  1ST.  N. ,  quien  debe  ser  separada  de 
de  la  Dirección  que  desempeña,  conservándola  como  maestra  de 
aula  con  el  sueldo  mensual  de  cincuenta  pesos,  al  igual  de  la  se- 
ñorita ~N.  N".,  maestra  de  aula  en  la  escuela  "Marta  Abreu." 

De  Ud.  atentamente, 

Manuel  de  J.  Sáez. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  B.  Díaz. 

Este  informe  fué  remitido  al  Sr.  Gobernador  Militar,  reco- 
mendando las  siguientes  medidas: 

Primera.  Que  se  destituya  de  sus  cargos  á  los  Sres.  Octavio 
Gómez  y  José  María  Villariño,  Presidente  y  Vocal,  respectivamen- 
te, de  la  Junta  de  Educación,  y  que  se  conceda  autorización  al  Co- 
misionado de  Escuelas  Públicas  para  cubrir  las  vacantes  ocasio- 
nadas por  dichas  destituciones. 

Segunda.  Que  se  declare  cesante  al  Sr.  Francisco  Gómez  del 
cargo  de  Secretario  de  la  Junta  por  incompetente,  y  que  á  la  nue- 
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va  Junta  de  Educación  de  Jovellanos  se  le  permita   nombrar  un 
nuevo  Secretario. 

Resolución. — Estas  medidas  fueron  aprobadas  por  la  referida 
Autoridad  é  inmediatamente  ejecutadas. 

Informe  de  la  Comisión  referente  á  los  Nombramientos  hechos  por  la 
Junta  de  San  Nicolás. — El  día  14  de  septiembre  la  Comisión  in  ves- 
tigó  las  quejas  producidas  contra  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  San 
Meólas,  informando  como  sigue: 

Habana,  ll^  de  septiembre  de  JfJOl, 
Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas, 
Señor: 

La  Comisión  Investigadora  que  suscribe,  se  trasladó  ayer, 
viernes ,  al  pueblo  de  San  Nicolás,  para  conocer  las  causas  que 
tuvo  la  Junta  de  Educación  para  no  contratar  á  varios  maestros 
aprobados  en  los  últimos  exámenes,  que  fueron  empleados  en  el 
curso  anterior. 

De  la  investigación  practicada  resulta  que  la  Junta  de  Educa- 
ción de  San  Meólas  está  formada  por  el  Sr.  Ignacio  P.  Pizarro, 
Alcalde  Municipal;  Agustín  F.  Moris,  Tesorero  del  Ayuntamiento; 
Plácido  Rubí  é  Ignacio  Zuazo,  Concejales;  y  Manuel  Rodríguez 
Febles,  Juez  Municipal.  Como  se  vé,  esta  Junta,  con  excepción 
del  Sr.  Rodríguez  Febles,  está  formada  por  gente  sobre  la  cual 
ejerce  influencia  personal  el  Presidente  de  la  Junta,  pues  todos 
pertenecen  al  Ayuntamiento  que  representa. 

Por  eso  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  San  Meólas,  con  verdadero 
menosprecio  de  la  Ley,  ha  podido  contratar  á  varios  maestros 
con  exacto  conocimiento  de  que,  ó  no  se  habían  examinado,  ó 
que,  habiéndolo  sido,  no  habían  resultado  aprobados. 

La  declaración  del  Secretario  lo  prueba  elocuentemente.  Este 
señor  sabía  que  la  Señora  1ST.  ~N. ,  parienta  del  Presidente  de  la 
Junta,  no  se  había  presentado  á  examen;  así  como  que  fueron 
reprobados  los  maestros  M  M,  N.  K,  M  K,  1ST.  1ST.,'  N".  N.,  1ST. 
NV,  y  ~N.  1ST.,  á  quienes  la  Junta  dio  posesión  de  las  plazas  para 
que  fueron  contratados.  En  cuanto  á  la  Señora  ~N.  N". ,  el  hecho 
resulta  todavía  más  incomprensible,  toda  vez  que  la  Superinten- 
dencia General  negó  á  la  citada  maestra  su  continuación  al  frente 
de  una  plaza  para  la  que  no  reúne  los  requisitos  de  la  Ley.  La 
comunicación  del  Superintendente  General  que  se  acompaña, 
prueba  suficientemente  este  extremo.  M)  basta,  señor,  como  ha 
pretendido  el  Secretario,  alegar,  como  razón  que  atenúe  lo  he- 
cho, lo  dispuesto  por  usted  en  la  Circular  reciente,  toda  vez 
que  la  Junta  se  negó  á  contratar  á  la  maestra  X.  ÍL,  contratación 
pedida  por  varios  vecinos  del  Barrio  del  Caimito,  porque  "la 
Corporación  no  puede  contratar  con  ninguna  persona  que  no 
exhiba  el  certificado  de  primer  grado." 

Pero  era  necesario  contratar  y  se  contrató  á  las  personas  si- 
guientes: ]ST.  KjK.   1ST.,   parientas  del  Presidente,  1ST.  1ST.,  her- 
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luana  del  Secretario,  N.  N.,  hijo  de  un  vocal,  1ST.  K,  y  1ST.  1SÍ".,  hijos 
de  otro  vocal.  También  ha  sido  colocado  en  la  plaza  de  Inspector 
Especial  otro  pariente  del  Presidente  de  la  Junta. 

Que  en  la  localidad  y  fuera  de  ella  existen  maestros  aprobados 
en  los  últimos  exámenes,  lo  saben  de  sobra  el  Presidente  y  el 
Secretario  de  esa  Junta  de  Educación,  aunque  otra  cosa  diga  en 
contrario  el  primero  de  los  señores  citados. 

La  Escuela  de  Verano,  negada  por  la  Superintendencia,  fun- 
cionó en  San  Nicolás,  bajo  la  dirección  del  Sr.  Alfredo  Grovas. 
El  carácter  de  particular  que  se  le  imprimió,  según  declaran  sus 
sostenedores,  no  fué  óbice  para  que  se  viera  en  ese  organismo 
por  todo  el  mundo  una  Escuela  de  Verano  que  funcionaba  á  des- 
pecho de  las  Autoridades  del  ramo. 

Las  escuelas  están  en  buen  estado  de  limpieza;  pero  los  maes- 
tros usan  cartillas  y  catones,  del  régimen  antiguo,  en  tanto  que 
los  libros  que  ha  remitido  Ud.  para  uso  de  las  escuelas  se  hallan 
en  el  miserable  estado  de  abandono  que  demuestran  los  ejempla- 
res que  se  acompañan  á  este  informe. 

El  Secretario  tiene  los  libros  nuevos  colocados  en  el  suelo  del 
depósito,  sin  que  haya  nada  que  los  defienda  de  la  humedad  y 
del  polvo. 

Los  libros  registros  no  se  han  repartido  todavía  á  los  maestros 
del  campo,  á  pesar  de  que  éstos  están  funcionando  desde  el  lunes 
anterior. 

Todo  esto  demuestra,  señor,  un  gran  menosprecio  de  la  Ley  y 
de  las  disposiciones  vigentes. 

Para  evitar  estos  abusos,  la  Comisión  se  permite  recomendar  á 
Vd  las  siguientes  medidas: 

Primera.  Destituir  del  cargo  de  Presidente  al  Sr.  Ignacio  F. 
Pizarro,  sustituyéndolo  por  otra  persona  que  se  ajuste  á  la  Ley  y 
á  las  disposiciones  vigentes  en  el  desempeño  de  sus  funciones. 

Segunda.  Eecomendar  á  la  Junta  la  designación  de  otra  per- 
sona en  sustitución  del  Sr.  Agustín  F.  Moris,  porque  éste  no 
reside  en  el  subdistrito  que  representa. 

Tercera.  Amonestar  al  Secretario  por  el  abandono  en  que  tie- 
ne los  libros  de  texto. 

Cuarta.  Amonestar  á  los  maestros  de  la  escuela  en  que  se 
halla  instalada  la  Secretaría,  por  el  uso  de  cartillas  y  catones  del 
régimen  anterior,  y 

Quinta.  Disponer  la  anulación  de  los  contratos  formalizados 
con  los  maestros  1ST.  NV,  N.  N".,  N".  1ST.,  N.  N".,  N".  JSL,  1ST.-  K, 
N.  N". ,  y  N.  N. ,  porque,  según  manifestación  del  Secretario  de  la 
Junta,  no  han  sido  aprobados  en  los  exámenes  últimamente  cele- 
brados. 

De  Ud.  atentamente 

Alfredo  M.  Aguayo. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández.— Arturo  B.  Díaz. 

Resolución. — Estas  medidas  fueron  aprobadas  por  el  Goberna- 
dor Militar,  dándoseles  inmediato  cumplimiento. 

Informe   de  la  Comisión  respecto  á  los  Nombramientos  hechos  por  la 
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Junta  de  Colon.— -El  día  23  de  septiembre  la  Comisión  investigo 
las  quejas  producidas  contra  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Colón,  é 
informó  como  sigue: 

Habana,  septiembre  28  de  1901, 

Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas. 

Señor: 

La  Comisión  que  suscribe,  cumpliendo  una  orden  de  Ud, ,  se 
trasladó  anteayer,  viernes,  a  Colón,  con  el  fin  de  investigar  las 
causas  que  tuvo  la  Junta  de  Educación  para  no  contratar  á  va- 
rios maestros  empleados  en  el  curso  anterior. 

La  Comisión  puede  afirmar,  después  de  la  investigación  prac- 
ticada, que,  en  el  fondo,  todo  lo  ocurrido  en  Colón  obedece  á  una 
cuestión  política  y  á  otra  de  interés  personal.  El  alma  de  todo 
este  movimiento  es  el  Sr.  Pelayo  Villanueva,  ex-Secretario  de  la 
Junta  de  Educación  y  maestro  actualmente  de  Guareiras,  Tér- 
mino Municipal  de  Palmillas.  Este  individuo,  despechado  sin 
duda  por  su  separación  del  expresado  cargo,  se  na  puesto,  quizás 
sin  darse  cuenta  de  ello,  al  servicio  de  una  fracción  política,  mal 
avenida  con  la  que  prepondera  en  la  Junta  de  Educación.  Por 
eso  el  nombramiento  de  los  maestros,  (cuestión  de  orden  interior 
de  los  organismos  encargados  de  la  dirección  y  del  gobierno  de 
las  escuelas)  se  ha  llevado  á  la  prensa  pública  local,  la  que  ataca 
las  determinaciones  de  la  Junta  con  verdadero  ensañamiento. 

Es  cierto  que  la  Junta  de  Educación  acordó  por  mayoría,  en 
sesión  de  30  de  agosto,  que  se  conservasen  en  sus  puestos,  para 
este  curso,  á  los  maestros  del  curso  anterior,  con  la  sola  excep- 
ción de  siete,  cuyas  aulas  habían  sido  suprimidas  por  orden  de 
Ud. ;  pero  también  lo  es  que  la  misma  Junta,  advertida  por  su 
Presidente,  acordó  en  la  misma  sesión,  continuada  al  siguiente 
día,  proceder  de  otro  modo,  toda  vez  que  existían  algunos  maes- 
tros que  no  habían  dado  buenos  resultados  en  la  enseñanza,  en 
tanto  que  debían  experimentarse  otros  á  fin  de  ir  formando  un 
buen  cuerpo  de  profesores. 

Esto  trajo  las  quejas  de  los  maestros  que  no  se  iban  á  contratar 
y  las  protestas  de  los  que  hallaban  en  ese  acuerdo  motivo  sufi- 
ciente para  hostilizar  á  determinadas  personas  que  el  voto  popu- 
lar llevó  á  la  Junta. 

El  Superintendente  de  la  Provincia,  con  noticias  de  lo  ocurrido, 
se  trasladó  á  Colón  y  aconsejó  á  la  Junta  que,  volviendo  sobre  su 
acuerdo,  buscase  una  fórmula  que  pusiera  término  á  las  protestas 
y  quejas  formuladas. 

La  Junta  de  Educación,  en  sesión  posterior,  acordó  contratar 
entonces  á  los  maestros  empleados  en  el  curso  anterior,  me- 
nos á  N.  N., ,  N".  K,y  N.  r}\,  los  que  no  podían  ser  contrata 
dos  de  nuevo  porque  habían  sido  suprimidas  siete  aulas.  Con  este 
acuerdo  volvían  las  cosas  al  mismo  estado  y  ser  que  tenían  el  día 
30  de  agosto. 

Si  fuera  cierto  que  los  protestantes  perseguían  este  solo  obje- 
tivo, habrían  cesado  ya  en  su  agitación;  pero  ahora  quieren  que 
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ge  castigue  á  la  mayoría  de  la  Junta,  sobre  todo  á  su  Pre- 
sidente; como  si  en  la  no  contratación  de  algunos  maestros,  que 
ge  pretendía  sustituir  por  otros  de  más  aptitudes  y  conocimientos, 
hubiera  falta  en  el  cumplimiento  del  deber.  Si  castigo  mereciere 
la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Colón,  no  habría  de  imponérsele  segu- 
ramente por  lo  que  ha  hecho,  sino  por  haber  mantenido  en  toda 
su  integridad  el  acuerdo  referente  á  la  no  contratación  de  varios 
maestros.  La  selección  acordada  se  imponía;  luego  debió  haberse 
llevado  á  cabo,  costare  lo  que  costare  y  ocurriese  lo  que  ocurriese. 
Hay  cosas  que  no  pueden  dejar  de  hacerse  porque,  por  encima  de 
cualquiera  otro  interés  está  el  interés  que  á  todo  buen  cubano 
debe  inspirarle  la  causa  de  la  enseñanza  de  nuestros  niños. 

Es  verdad  que  la  Junta  de  Educación  procedió  en  este  caso  oyen- 
do los  consejos  del  Superintendente  de  la  Provincia  y  las  razones 
que  se  exponen  en  la  Circular  del  Subsecretario  de  Instrucción 
Pública;  mas,  así  y  todo,  no  existe  razón  para  que  se  deje  de  reco- 
nocer que  la  mayoría  de  la  Junta  y  su  Presidente  estaban  en  lo  justo 
tratando  de  hacer  una  selección  en  el  personal  de  sus  maestros. 

La  protesta  elevada  á  Ud.  por  el  vocal  de  la  Junta,  Sr.  Fran- 
cisco Campo,  no  tiene  valor  ninguno,  porque  este  señor  ha  decla- 
rado que  no  redactó  ni  leyó  ese  documento,  el  cual  firmó  porque 
se  lo  interesó  así  un  señor  de  apellido  Tel lechea,  quien  no  se 
presentó  á  declarar.  El  Sr.  Campos  asistió  á  la  última  sesión  de 
la  Junta  y  votó  con  la  mayoría.  Está  conforme  con  la  designa- 
ción de  los  maestros  hecha  últimamente. 

Los  Sres.  Susano  Vega  y  Manuel  Cárdenas  residen  en  los  sub- 
distritos  que  representan.  Así  lo  declaran  •  muchos  testigos,  el 
Presidente  y  varios  vocales  de  la  Junta. 

Los  maestros  contratados  no  han  formulado  queja  contra  la 
Junta  de  Educación,  no  resultando  por  tanto  comprobadas  las 
insinuaciones  hechas  por  el  Sr.  Yillanueva  en  su  declaración. 

En  vista  de  todo  lo  expuesto,  la  Comisión  se  permite  recomen- 
dar á  IJd.  las  siguientes  medidas: 

Primera.  Aprobar  los  acuerdos  tomados  últimamente  por  la 
Junta  de  Educación  de  Colón  en  la  contratación  de  sus  maestros; 

Segunda.  Disponer  la  sustitución  de  la  Sra.  IS1".  JSF.,  por  la 
Srita.  N.  N\,  maestras  ambas  del  curso  anterior;  pero  ésta  tiene 
más  aptitudes  y  conocimientos  que  aquélla; 

Tercera.  Declarar  que  el  Presidente  de  la  Junta,  Sr.  Victor  de 
Armas,  estuvo  en  lo  cierto  proponiendo  la  contratación  de  algu- 
nos maestros  para  sustituir  á  otros  empleados  en  el  curso  anterior 
que  no  lograron  éxito  en  la  enseñanza; 

Cuarta.  Disponer  que  el  Secretario  de  la  Junta  proceda  inme- 
diatamente á  abrir  los  libros  de  u Cuentas  Corrientes  con  la  Zona 
Fiscal'7  y  "Diario,"  toda  vez  que  el  Sr.  Pelayo  Villanueva,  Se- 
cretario anterior,  no  los  abrió  oportunamente,  ni  consignó  en  ellos 
operación  alguna;  y 

Quinta.  Ordenar  que  el  Secretario  actual  de  la  Junta  de  Edu- 
cación preste  la  fianza  correspondiente. 

De  Ud.  atentamente, 
Manuel  de  J.  Saez. — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  R.  Díaz. 
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Resolución. — Estas  medidas  fueron  aprobadas  y  estrictamente 
cumplidas. 

Informe  de  la  Comisión  referente  a  los  Nombramientos  hechos  por  la 
Junta  del  Distrito  Urbano  de  Matanzas. — El  día  23   de  septiembre 
se  practicó  una  investigación  en  virtud  de  las  quejas  producidas 
contra  la  Junta  de  Educación  del  Distrito  Urbano  de  Matanzas 
informando  la  Comisión  Investigadora  como  sigue: 

Matanzas,  septiembre  24  de  1901. 
Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas. 
Señor: 

La  Comisión  que  suscribe  se  trasladó  ayer,  lunes,  á  Matanzas, 
con  el  fin  de  investigar  las  causas  que  tuvo  el  Consejo  Escolar 
para  no  contratar  á  varios  maestros  empleados  en  el  curso  ante- 
rior. 

De  la  investigación  practicada,  resulta  que  el  Consejo  no  con- 
trató nuevamente  á  los  maestros  1ST.  N-,  EL  E\,  y  1ST.  ÍL,  porque 
no  poseen  el  certificado  de  primer  grado;  á  1ST.  EL,  porque  es 
sorda;  á  EL  E".,  por  su  delicado  estado  de  salud,  y  á  EL  E\,  EL  EL, 
NL  EL,  EL  E".,  EL  EL,  E".  E\,  1ST.  EL,  EL  EL  yKK,  porque  en  el 
pasado  curso  fueron  objeto  de  requerimientos  y  amonestaciones 
por  faltas  en  el  cumplimiento  de  sus  deberes  profesionales,  que 
no  supieron  jamás  llenar  cumplidamente. 

La  Sra.  EL  EL,  una  de  las  que  más  gestiona  contra  el  Consejo, 
estuvo  sin  dar  clases,  sustituida  sin  autorización,  cinco  meses. 
Por  este  hecho  fué  destituido  del  cargo  de  Director  de  la  Escuela 
Er?  9,  el  señor  EL  E\,  esposo  de  la  referida  señora. 

El  señor  EL  EL ,  que  se  queja  de  haber  sido  trasladado  á  otra 
escuela,  no  tiene  razón,  porque,  por  faltas  cometidas  en  su  cargo, 
fué  descendido  de  Director  á  maestro. 

El  Consejo  le  ha  contratado  ahora  como  Director  para  una  es- 
cuela distinta.  Si  al  señor  1ST.  E". ,  no  le  convenía  esta  plaza, 
no  debió  aceptarla,  firmando  el  contrato  correspondiente. 

La  Comisión  oyó  también  á  los  señores  1ST.  EL  y  EL  EL ,  quienes 
se  quejan  de  no  haber  sido  contratados  por  el  Consejo,  cuando  lo 
fueron  otros  que,  á  juicio  de  ellos,  no  tienen  tantos  méritos  como 
los  citados  señores. 

Algunas  maestras  han  declarado  que  han  recibido  lecciones, 
mediante  pago,  de  los  señores  Gil  y  Galcerán,  Superintendente 
de  Instrucción,  Pastoriza  y  Eussinyol,  vocales  del  Consejo.  Es- 
tos señores  niegan  esta  afirmación;  pero  declaran  que  han  dado 
clases  gratuitas  á  algunas  maestras  en  ejercicio  y  á  varias  aspi- 
rantes. 

El  Superintendente  de  Instrucción  no  debe  visitar  asiduamente 
las  escuelas,  porque  en  varias  de  éstas  se  hallan  colocados  los 
pupitres  sin  noción  pedagógica  alguna. 

El  Director  Escolar  tampoco  se   ocupa  de  las  funciones  de  su 
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feargo  con  celo  y  diligencia,  porque  no  se  concibe  que,  á  pesar 
•Ldel  tiempo  transcurrido,  se  encuentren  todavía  los  pupitres  sin 
[fijar,  así  como  otras  cosas  de  índole  interior  de  su  departamento, 
||las  cuales  prueban  suficientemente  esta  aseveración. 
i  El  Secretario  del  Consejo  no  tiene  abierto  todavía  el  "Libro  de 
íjChientas  Corrientes  con  la  Zona  Fiscal."  El  "Diario''  tiene  con- 
signadas las  operaciones  hasta  febrero  último. 
{  La  Comisión,  como  resultado  de  su  investigación,  se  permite 
'¡^recomendar  á  ÍJd.  las  siguientes  medidas: 

Primera.  Declarar  que  el  Consejo  Escolar  hizo  bien  no  contra- 
bando nuevamente  á  los  Maestros  N.  JST.,  N".  ]ST.,  N.  1ST.,  N".  ]ST., 
JíN.  N.,  K  K,  -N.  N.,  N.  K,  1ST.  K,  N".  K,  K  N,,  1ST.  K,  N.  ST.  y 
¡K.  ^.,  porque  la  enseñanza  pierde  poco  no  utilizando,  al  menos 
ípor  ahora,  sus  servicios; 

;'f  Segunda.  Desestimar  la  reclamación  del  maestro  1ST.  ]ST. ,  porque, 
fci  no  le  convenía  la  plaza  que  el  Consejo  le  asignó,  no  debió  acep- 
tarla, firmando  el  contrato  correspondiente; 

,':  Tercera.  Disponer  que  el  Superintendente  de  Instrucción  pro- 
¡ceda  inmediatamente  á  graduar  las  escuelas,  así  como  á  dar  las 
instrucciones  necesarias  para  que  se  fijen  los  *  pupitres  con  suje- 
ción á  las  prescripciones  pedagógicas  modernas. 

Cuarta.  Disponer  también  que  el  Director  Escolar  proceda  á 
\  fijar  los  pupitres  sin  demora  alguna,  organizando  á  la  vez  su  de- 
partamento conforme  á  las  instrucciones  que  se  han  dictado  por 
Ud.  á  este  respecto. 

Quinta.  Suspender  de  sueldo  al  Secretario  hasta  que  justi- 
fique tener  al  día  todos  los  libros  á  su  cargo;  y 

Sexta.  Declarar  que  los  miembros  de  un  Consejo  Escolar,  y 
mucho  menos  el  Superintendente  de  Instrucción,  no  deben  dar 
¿lases  retribuidas  á  las  maestras  en  ejercicio  y  á  las  aspirantes, 
por  las  interpretaciones  diversas  á  que  el  hecho  puede  prestarse. 

De  Ud.  atentamente, 

;;      Manuel  de  J.  Sáez¿ — Pedro  Modesto  Hernández. — Arturo  E.  Díaz. 

í  Resolución. — Estas  medidas  fueron  aprobadas  por  esta  Oficina, 
¡Ja  que  comunicó  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  las  instrucciones  nece- 
sarias para  su  cumplimiento,  llamándole  al  propio  tiempo  la 
[atención  acerca  de  las  irregularidades  cometidas,  á  fin  de  evitar 
|u  repetición. 

f.  Informe  de  la  Comisión  referente  á  los  Nombramientos  hechos  por  la 
[Junta  de  Quemados  de  Güines. — -El  día  24  de  septiembre  la  Comi- 
lón investigó  las  quejas  producidas  contra  la  Junta  de  Educación 
¡Üe  Quemado  do  Güines,  rindiendo  el  siguiente  informe: 

¡  Quemado  de  Güines,   septiembre  25  de  1901. 

'Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

¡Señor: 

í  La  Comisión  que  suscribe  se  constituyó  ayer,  miércoles,  en  esta 
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localidad  para  investigar  las  cansas  que  tuvo  la  Junta  de  Educa- 
ción para  no  contratar  á  cinco  maestros  empleados  en  el  curso 
anterior. 

De  la  investigación  practicada  resulta  que  una  fracción  política 
denominada  "Lopizta",  acusa  ala  otra  denominada  "Meoquis- 
ta",  de  haber  separado  á  los  maestros  H.  E\,  E.  1ST.,  E".  E.,  N. 
1ST. ,  yK  IST.  ,  porque  en  las  pasadas  elecciones,  votaron  unos  y 
simpatizaron  otros  con  la  candidatura  del  Sr.  Antonio  López 
Duran. 

La  Junta  y  varios  vecinos  niegan  este  hecho.  Por  el  contrario, 
la  mayoría  de  la  Junta  afirma  que  no  se  ha  contratado  a  los  cita- 
dos maestros  por  sus  antecedentes  desfavorables,  los  cuales  resul- 
tan comprobados  con  las  certificaciones  que  se  acompañan. 
Al  señor  K.  ~H.,  á  quien  se  le  formó  expediente  en  el  curso 
anterior  por  maltrato  de  obra  á  un  discípulo  suyo,  le  acusan 
muchos"  padres  de  familia  de  usar  idénticos  procedimientos 
con  los  alumnos  de  su  escuela.  La  Sra.  ísT.  E. ,  no  ha  sido  con- 
tratada por  su  avanzada  edad.  Contra  esta  señora  se  formuló 
ma  queja  en  el  curso  anterior  por  haberse  instalado,  contra  las 
disposiciones  de  la  Junta,  en  la  escuela  que  tenía  á  su  cargo. 
En  cuanto  á  los  otros  maestros  se  han  formulado  también  quejas 
por  faltas  en  el  cumplimiento  de  su  deber. 

A  este  informe  se  unen  copias  de  las  cartas  que  el  Sr.  Antonio 
Miguel  Alcover,  empleado  en  la  Secretaría  de  Instrucción  Públi- 
ca, dirigió  al  Presidente  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  referente  a  su 
tío  D.  Antonio  Alcover.  La  Comisión  se  permite  llamar  muy 
seriamente  la  atención  de  Ud.  acerca  de  las  referidas  copias,  cuyos 
originales  obran  en  poder  del  Sr.  Tomás  Duran,  Presidente  de  la 
Junta. 

La  Comisión  visitó  las  escuelas,  las  cuales  se  hallan  en  buen 
estado  de  aseo  y  limpieza. 

También  inspeccionó  la  Secretaría  de  la  Junta.  Todos  los  pa- 
peles se  hallan  en  orden. 

Existen  algunas  escuelas  del  campo  sin  pupitres.  La -Secreta- 
ría tiene  unos  cuantos  pupitres  por  armar  todavía,  los  cuales 
pupitres  necesitan  varias  piezas  para  completarlos. 

En  las  escuelas  no  hay  bufetes  ni  sillas  para  los  profesores. 

En  vista  de  lo  expuesto,  la  Comisión  se  permite  recomendar 
á  Ud.  las  siguientes  medidas: 

Primera.  Aprobar  lo  hecho  por  la  Junta  en  la  contratación 
de  los  nuevos  maestros;  y 

Segunda.  Declarar  que  la  Junta  de  Educación  procedió  con 
acierto  no  contratando  á  los  maestros  E"-.  1ST. ,  1ST.  ~N. ,  1ST.  1ST. ,  -N".  N". , 
yl.  E\,  porque  no  cumplieron  bien,  en  el  desempeño  de  sus 
funciones,  como  profesores  del  curso  anterior. 

De  Ud.  atentamente, 

Fidel  Miró. — Arturo  E.  Díaz. 

Resolución. — Estas  recomendaciones  fueron  aprobadas  y  lleva- 
das á  efecto. 
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Solamente  los  casos  de  más  importancia,  los  más  graves  que 
llegaron  á  mi  conocimiento,  fueron  investigados  por  la  Comi- 
sión. 

En  algunos  casos  la  Comisión  practicó  sus  investigaciones  an- 
tes de  aprobarse  los  contratos  celebrados  con  los  maestros  recién 
nombrados,  y  en  esos  casos  fué  posible  corregir,  de  manera  eficaz, 
los  abusos  é  injusticias  cometidos;  pero  en  otros  no  pudieron 
adoptarse  iguales  medidas,  por  haberse  aprobado  ya  los  contratos, 
pero  en  todos  los  casos,  como  se  ha  visto,  se  aplicó  condigno  cas- 
tigo á  las  Juntas  culpables. 

Esperanzas  para  el  Porvenir. — Espero  que  el  año  próximo,  cuan- 
do se  vuelvan  á  nombrar  maestros,  sea  mucho  menor  el  número 
de  las  Juntas  que  dejen  de  cumplir  fiel  y  escrupulosamente  este 
importantísimo  deber.  Los  trabajos  realizados  por  la  Comisión 
Investigadora  han  producido  muy  saludables  efectos,  que  no  se- 
rán pronto  olvidados.  Hay  que  contar,  además,  con  que  en 
cualquier  distrito  escolar  de  la  Isla  se  conoce  hoy  mejor  que 
ayer  el  alcance  de  las  facultades  de  que  disponen  las  Juntas  de 
Educación,  la  manera  cómo  esas  Corporaciones  pueden  abusar  de 
su  poder  y  el  daño  que,  por  tanto,  pueden  ocasionar,  s1 
esos  organismos  son  compuestos  de  hombres  poco  honrados  ó 
poco  escrupulosos  y,  por  ende,  la  necesidad  de  confiar  esos  pues- 
tos á  las  personas  de  mejor  concepto  y  más  sanas  del  distrito. 

Bolamente  Hombres  Honrados  debieran  ser  electos  Miembros  de  las  Jan- 
tas  de  Educación. — Los  electores  no  sabian  esto  y,  por  tanto,  las  pri- 
meras elecciones  escolares  que  se  celebraron  sirvieron,  en  muchos 
distritos,  para  dar  mayor  fuerza  á  los  jefes  políticos  locales,  quie- 
nes comprendieron  que  el  manejo  de  las  escuelas  públicas  es  una 
palanca  poderosa  en  manos  de  un  ambicioso,  pues  facilita  más 
medios  de  hacer  favores  que  cualquier  otro  organismo  municipal. 
~No  es  extraño,  pues,  que  sea  empeñada  la  lucha  que  se  viene  sos- 
teniendo para  librar  nuestro  sistema  escolar  de  la  influencia  per- 
niciosa de  la  política,  como  tampoco  es  de  extrañar  que  no  siem- 
pre salgamos  victoriosos.  Pero  la  corrección  natural  de  estos 
males  no  se  encuentra  en  las  medidas  enérgicas  que  administrati- 
vamente fué  necesario  adoptar  este  año;  la  tiene  el  pueblo,  á  quien 
toca  elegir  anualmente  los  hombres  que  lo  han  de  representar  en 
las  Juntas  de  Educación.  Si  los  padres  de  los  niños  que  han  de 
asistir  á  las  escuelas  se  interesan  por  ellas  y  desean  quesean  ser- 
vidas por  buenos  maestros,  deben  demostrar  ese  interés  cuando  se 
verifiquen  las  elecciones  parar  nombrar  el  director  que  ha  de  re- 
presentar el  subdistrito  en  que  residen;  pero  si  les  importa  poco 
el  bien  de  sus  hijos,  si  son  ciudadanos  y  padres  indiferentes,  si 
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no  velan  por  sus  intereses  pudiendo  hacerlo,  que  no  se  estañen 
ni  á  nadie  culpen  de  los  malos  resultados  que  tarde  ó  temprano 
su  desidia  ha  de  reportar.  El  gobierno  local  y  la  responsabili- 
dad local  son  principios  fundamentales  en  todo  país  que  goza  de 
un  gobierno  libre;  negarle  ésto  á  una  localidad  es  declarar  que 
esa  localidad  no  está  aún  pronta  á  gobernarse  por  sí  misma. 

La  facultad  de  nombrar  los  maestros  reside  hoy  en  las  Juntas 
de  Educación,  y  allí  debe  continuar,  pues  esas  Corporaciones  co- 
nocen las  condiciones  de  sus  respectivos  distritos  mejor  que  cual- 
quiera otra  persona,  aparte  de  que  si  se  las  privara  de  esa  facultad, 
se  asestaría  un  rudo  golpe  á  los  principios  democráticos  en  que 
está  basada  la  Ley  Escolar  de  un  pueblo  que  á  gritos  pide  demo- 
cracia. Si  en  la  aplicación  de  estos  principios  se  han  obtenido  en 
algunos  casos  resultados  negativos,  no  es  cosa  que  deba  extrañar 
á  nadie,  pues  lo  mismo  resultaría  con  cualquiera  otro  sistema. 
Esos  son  los  resultados  de  las  violaciones  de  la  Ley;  no  son, 
nó,  los   resultados  lógicos  de  los  principios  en  que  la  Ley  está 


Sean  cuales  fueren  las  medidas  que  se  adopten  para  protegerlos, 
se  abusará  siempre  de  los  habitantes  de  un  distrito  cualquiera, 
mientras  ellos  permanezcan  tan  indiferentes  á  sus  intereses  que 
se  nieguen,  ó  no  se  ocupen  de  protestar  muy  alto  contra  el  abuso 
ó  la  corrupción.  La  corrección  de  estos  males,  repito,  al  pueblo 
corresponde;  de  lo  contrario,  ese  pueblo  no  es  libre. 

Juntas  de  Educación. 

Número  de  Juntas.  —Existen  133  Juntas  de  Educación  en  la  Is- 
la, de  las  cuales  129  pertenecen  á  Distritos  Municipales,  9  á  Dis- 
tritos Urbanos  de  Segunda  Clase  y  5á  Distritos  Urbanos  de 
Primera  Clase.  Las  de  los  Distritos  Municipales  han  sido  elegi- 
das por  sufragio  popular.  Las  de  los  Distritos  Urbanos  de  Pri- 
mera Clase  han  sido  nombradas  por  el  Gobernador  Militar,  y  las 
de  los  de  Segunda  Clase  por  los  Alcaldes  respectivos,  conforme 
lo  prescribe  la  vigente  Ley  Escolar. 

Aplazamiento  de  las  Elecciones  Escolares  en  los  Distritos  Urbanos. — 
Las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  los  distintos  distritos  urbanos  fue- 
ron nombrados  hasta  que  sus  sucesores  fuesen  elegidos  en  las 
elecciones  municipales  del  año  de  1901;  pero  por  varias  ra- 
zones se  estimó  conveniente  aplazar  dichas  elecciones,  y  á  ese 
efecto  se  dictó  por  el  Gobernador  Militar  de  la  Isla  el  siguiente 
Decreto: 


m  104. 

Cuartel  General,  Dfpartamento  de  Cuba. 

Habana,  19  de  abril  de  1901. 

El  Gobernador  General  de  Cuba,  á  propuesta  del  Secretario  de 
Instrucción  Publica,  ha  tenido  á  bien  disponer  la  publicación  de  la 
siguiente  orden: 

Teniendo  en  cuenta  la  eficaz  administración  de  las  escuelas 
públicas  en  los  Distritos  Urbanos  de  Primera  y  Segunda  Clase, 
designados  en  los  Artículos  6  y  7  de  la  Orden  Ñ"?  368,  del  Cuar- 
tel General  de  la  División  de  Cuba,  serie  de  1900,  la  elección  de 
Sucesores  para  dichas  Juntas  de  Educación  de  que  tratan  los  Ar- 
tículos 11,  16  y  25  de  la  mencionada  Orden  N?  368,  queda  por  la 
presente  pospuesta  hasta  las  elecciones  municipales  anuales 
de  1902.  Las  actuales  Juntas  de  Educación  de  los  referidos 
Distritos  continuarán  en  el  ejercicio  de  sus  funciones,  á  no  ser 
que  otra  cosa  se  disponga,  hasta  que  sus  sucesores  hayan  sid® 
elegidos  y  nombrados  en  debida  forma. 

Dificultades  con  que  se  Tropezó  al  Celebrar  las  Primeras  Elecciones 
Escolares. — En  las  primeras  elecciones  de  Juntas  de  Educación 
celebradas  en  los  distritos  municipales  se  tropezaron  con  dificul- 
tades tan  grandes,  que  más  de  una  vez  se  expresó  la  opinión  de 
que  era  imposible  poner  en  vigor  la  Ley,  y  ciertamente  eso  hu- 
biera sucedido  á  no  tomarse  las  medidas  prácticas  y  vigorosas 
que  se  adoptaron. 

La  única  división  territorial  que  podía  servir  de  base  para  el 
objeto  que  se  proponía  la  nueva  Ley  Escolar  era  el  Término  Mu- 
nicipal, el  cual  constituía  el  Distrito  Municipal,  y  el  primer  paso 
que  había  que  dar  para  poder  celebrar  las  elecciones  en  esos  dis- 
tritos era  dividirlos  en  subdistritos.  Las  dificultades  de  este 
trabajo  podrán  apreciarse  mejor  si  se  tiene  en  cuenta  que,  en 
general,  no  existían  mapas  de  los  distintos  Términos  Municipales, 
y  ni  aún  se  tenían  datos  exactos  acerca  de  sus  respectivos  lí- 
mites. 

En  el  primer  volumen  de  esta  Memoria  se  manifestó  detallada- 
mente la  manera  como  se  realizó  dicha  división,  y  como  se  cele- 
braron en  los  distintos  subdistritos  las  elecciones  prescriptas  por 
la  Ley,  debido  todo  á  la  eficaz  ayuda  prestada  por  el  excelente 
cuerpo  de  Inspectores  que  fué  nombrado  con  ese  objeto.  Fué  una 
labor  que  necesitó  esfuerzos  incansables,  gran  paciencia  y  mucho 
tacto.  Se  tardó  varios  meses  en  completarla,  pues  muchas  Jun- 
tas cometieron  los  más  ridículos  é  inexplicables  errores,  invali- 
dando, así,  las  elecciones,    por  lo  que  hubo   que  verificarlas  de 
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nuevo.  Con  arreglo  á  la  Ley,  cada  Director  debe  ser  vecino  del 
subdistrito  que  represente,  y  sin  embargo,  en  algunos  distritos  se 
hizo  caso  omiso  de  este  precepto  fundamental,  y  se  dio  el  caso  de 
encontrarse  dos  ó  más  Directores  que  residian  en  nn  subdistrito 
mientras  que  había  otros  sin  representación  ninguna.  La  Ley 
además,  prescribe  que  la  división  en  subdistritos  debiera  efec- 
tuarse de  modo  tal  que  en  cada  subdistrito  hubiere  una  escuela 
por  lo  menos,  y  fué  preciso  rehacer  varias  veces  la  división  de  un 
distrito,  á  consecuencia  de  la  falta  de  cumplimiento  del  precepto 
que  se  acaba  de  citar. 

En  algunos  distritos  se  observó  que  la  Ley  no  era  comprendi- 
da en  absoluto,  y  que  los  encargados  de  aplicarla  no  sabían  cómo 
principiar  á  llenar  su  cometido.  En  otros,  hubo  que  celebrar 
tres  distintas  elecciones  para  que  sus  respectivas  Juntas  queda- 
sen legalmente  constituidas,  y  no  fué,  como  ya  se  ha  dicho,  sino 
hasta  algunos  meses  después  de  comenzar  esta  ímproba  tarea  que 
ésta  quedó  definitivamente  realizada,  con  la  constitución  en  for- 
ma legal  de  todas  las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  los  Distritos  Muni- 
cipales de,  la  Isla. 

Para  entonces,  ya  estaba  próxima  la  fecha  en  que  debían  ce- 
lebrarse las  elecciones  anuales  parciales  para  sustituir  aquellos 
miembros  de  las  distintas  Juntas  de  Educación,  cuyo  tiempo  de 
servicio  expiraba  en  el  mes  de  abril. 

Instrucciones  á  las  Juntas. — "No  sin  fundamento  se  temía  que  en 
estas  elecciones  parciales  se  cometieran  varios  errores  causados, 
ya  por  ignorancia,  ya  por  descuido,  y  por  ese  motivo  se  noti- 
ficó a  todas  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  como  se  verá  por  la  siguien- 
te Circular,  la  fecha  en  que  debían  celebrarse  dichas  elecciones, 
dándoles,  al  propio  tiempo,  instrucciones  sobre  el  particular. 

Circular  -N?  22. 

Oficina  bel  Comisionado  be  Escuelas  Publicas. 
Isla  be  Cuba. 

Habana,  22  de  marzo  de  190 L 

Se  llama  la  atención  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  los  Distri- 
tos Municipales  al  Art.  32  de  la  Oiden  número  368,  serie  de 
1900,  en  cuyo  último  párrafo  se  dispone  que  las  elecciones  para 
los  cargos  de  miembros  de  Juntas  de  Educación  de  Distritos  Mu- 
nicipales, se  verificarán  anualmente  el  último  sábado  del  mes  de 
abril,  ó  sea  el  27  del  mes  entrante.  Estas  elecciones,  como  se 
desprende  del  referido  artículo,  serán  parciales,  pues  se  celebra- 
rán únicamente  en  aquellos  subdistritos  á  cuyos  Directores  haya 
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[tocado  servir  por  un  año  en  la  división  de  clases  de  que  trata  el 
¡jaiencioiíado  Art.  32. 

k,  Es  de  todo  punto  necesario  que  dichas  elecciones  se  celebren 
jen  la  fecha  fijada  y  por  tanto  esta  Oficina  tiene  el  honor  de  11a- 
íioaar  la  atención  de  esa  Junta  á  los  siguientes  particulares.  En 
Ic&da  subdistrito  en  que  deba  verificarse  elección,  se  fijarán  por 
Éa  Junta  actual,  por  lo  menos  seis  dias  antes  de  la  elección,  avi- 
laos escritos  ó  impresos,  en  tres  ó  más  lugares  visibles,  indicando 
I  la  fecha  de  la  elección,  horas  durante  las  cuales  tendrá  efecto,  y 
|lugar  donde  se  deba  ir  á  votar.  Siempre  que  fuese  posible,  la 
votación  tendrá  lugar  en  una  casa-escuela  del  subdistrito. 

La  manera  de  conducir  dichas  elecciones  es  la  siguiente:  Se 
^nombrará  por  los  electores  presentes  un  Presidente  y  un  Secreta- 
lirio  que  funcionarán  como  Jueces,  prestando  el  debido  juramento 
ante  el  Director  actual  del  subdistrito,  ó  ante  cualquiera  otra 
I  person  a  autorizada  al  efecto.  El  Secretario  hará  una  lista  de  los 
|í votos  y  otra  de  comprobación,  que  serán  firmadas  por  los  Jueces 
íy  entregadas  en  el  término  de  cinco  días  al  Presidente  de  la  Jun- 
|;ta  de  Educación  del  Distrito. 

,  Las  listas  de  que  trata  el  párrafo  anterior  son  los  Modelos 
números  14  y  15,  de  los  que  se  le  acompañan  varios  ejemplares. 

Los  que  resulten  electos  conservarán  sus  puestos  durante  tres 
í  años,  para  hacer  iguales  las  clases,  según  lo  dispuesto  por  el  Ar- 
tículo 32  ya  mencionado,  el  que  prescribe  igualmente  que  los  Di- 
\  rectores  han  de  ser  vecinos  de  los  subdistritos  que  representan. 

,  Confío  en  que  estas  prescripciones  legales  serán  cumplidas  fiel- 
;  mente  por  esa  Junta  y  que  las  elecciones  se  celebrarán  sin  tro- 
I  piezo  alguno. 

i,  Matthew  E.  Hanna, 

!  Ayudante  de  Campo, 

'  -  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas» 

A  pesar  de  esto,  siempre  se  cometieron  errores,  de  importancia 

unos,  de   detalle  otros.     Hubo  también  elecciones  fraudulentas 

f  debidas  á  malsanas-  influencias  de  carácter  político,    pero  estos 

p casos  fueron  sumariamiente  resueltos  por  conducto  del  Goberna- 

)í  dor  Militar. 

jí  I  alta  general  de  Interés  en  las  Elecciones. — El  número  de  electores 
j1  que  votó  en  los  diferentes  subdistritos  indica  que  en  algunos 
I  hubo  más  interés  que  en  otros;  pero  por  regla  general  ese  interés 
íl  no  fué  el  que  debiera  haber  sido,  pero  eso  era  natural.  Los  elec- 
I  tores  no  se  dieron  cuenta  de  la  verdadera  importancia  de  esas 
I  elecciones.  Apenas  sabían  la  razón  por  qué  se  les  llamaba  á  de- 
opositar  sus  votos,  por  cuanto  á  estas  elecciones  no  había  prece- 
I  dido  la  excitación  política  y  el  clamoreo  que,  generalmente  pre- 
¡¡  ceden  á  actos  de  esta  naturaleza.  Unos  cuantos  avisos  fijados 
I  en  distintos  lugares  públicos  daban  la  noticia  á  los  que  sabían 
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leer,  qne  en  determinado  dia  se  celebraba  una  elección  escolar. 
ISTunca  habían  oido  hablar  de  tales  cosas,  y  por  lo  tanto  no  sos- 
pechaban que  en  esa  elección  tuvieran  ellos  un  interés  personal 
y  directo.  Muchos  ignoraban  las  funciones  que  debían  desem- 
peñar las  Juntas  de  Educación  que  resultaren  elegidas  y,  por  este 
motivo,  los  locales  de  votación  el  día  de  las  elecciones  se  encon- 
traron escasamente  concurridos. 

En  Consecuencia,  algunas  Personas  Indignas  fueron  Elegidas. — Este 
estado  de  cosas  hizo  que  la  comisión  de  fraudes  fuera  fácil.  Al 
individuo  que  deseaba  dar  una  plaza  en  el  magisterio  público  á 
su  esposa,  ó  á  uno  ó  más  hijos,  ó  á  un  amigo,  le  fué  fácil  conse- 
guir que  sus  amigos  y  conocidos  le  diesen  su  voto,  resultando 
electo  director.  El  Alcalde  algo  previsor,  con  el  pensamiento 
fijo  en  el  futuro,  en  la  fecha  en  que  debía  sacarse  á  elección  el 
puesto  por  él  ocupado  y  que  deseaba  seguir  ocupando,  comprendió 
que  se  le  presentaba  una  oportunidad  de  conseguir  nuevamente 
la  victoria,  si  lograba  salir  triunfante  en  las  elecciones  escolares, 
á  causa  de  los  favores  que  de  esa  manera  podría  hacer,  nombran- 
do maestros  á  personas  que  más  tarde  por  gratitud  le  prestarían 
su  apoyo.  Repito,  pues,  que  esta  ignorancia,  muy  natural  desde 
luego,  acerca  de  la  verdadera  importancia  que  revestían  las  elec- 
ciones escolares,  fué  la  causa  de  la  mayor  parte  de  los  fraudes 
que  se  cometieron;  pero  como  ya  esos  mismos  electores  han  te- 
nido ocasión  de  palpar  los  resultados  de  su  ignorancia,  viéndose 
obligados  á  mandar  á  sus  hijos  á  escuelas  á  cargo  de  personas 
que  no  han  tenido  otro  título  para  ser  nombradas  maestros  que 
las  influencias  políticas  ó  de  otra  índole  de  que  han  podido  dis- 
poner, comprenden  hoy  que  una  elección  escolar  es  asunto  de 
capital  importancia.  No  tendremos  nunca  buenas  escuelas  sin 
buenas  Juntas  de  Educación,  y  éstas  nunca  serán  buenas  si  los 
electores  no  se  toman  gran  interés  en  la  elección  de  las  personas 
que  han  de  componer  esos  organismos. 

La  Influencia  de  la  Política  Separada  gradualmente  de  las  Juntas  de 
Educación.— Ni  en  la  formación,  ni  en  los  acuerdos  de  una  Junta 
de  Educación,  debe  por  ningún  concepto  mezclarse  la  política,  y 
sin  embargo,  puede  que  no  haya  ningún  sistema  escolar  en  el  mun- 
do que  esté  completamente  libre  de  su  perniciosa  influencia.  El  de 
Cuba  no  es  una  excepción,  pero  quizás  no  sufra  tanto  á  consecuen- 
cia de  este  mal  como  otros  sistemas  que  tienen  más  tiempo  de  exis- 
tencia. Hace  dos  años  las  Juntas  de  Educación  se  inspiraban  en 
sentimientos  de  carácter  político  para  resolver  cuestiones  como 
la  de  nombramientos  de  maestros  y  otras  de  importancia  relati- 
vamente menor,  y  ha  sido  continua  la  lucha  que  se  ha  sostenido 
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,ara  acabar  con  esa  tendencia.  Cuando  los  Alcaldes  eran  ex-offi- 
ioj  de  acuerdo  con  la  Ley  Escolar  que  regía  antes  de  promulgar- 
e  la  actual,  los  Presidentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  el  siste- 
aa  escolar  de  cada  municipio  formaba  una  parte  muy  importante 
le  la  maquinaria  política  de  ese  municipio.  Con  la  promulga- 
ión  de  la  Ley  Escolar  actual,  que  prescribe  que  el  Presidente  de 
¡na  Junta  de  Educación  sea  nombrado  por  la  Corporación  de  en- 
re  los  miembros  que  la  componen,  los  Alcaldes  fueron,  en  la 
aayoría  de  los  distritos,  separados  por  completo  de  las  Juntas 
e  Educación,  pero  en  algunos  continúan  dichos  funcionarios 
jerciendo  su  influencia,  y  hasta  han  conservado  sus  puestos  de 
'residentes  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  consiguiendo  su  elección 
le  miembros  de  ellas  primero,  y  de  Presidentes,  después.  Cerra- 
a  la  puerta  de  la  calle,  han  entrado  por  la  del  patio,  y  esto  ha 
ido  motivo  para  que  se  haya  pensado  seriamente  en  si  sería  más 
onveniente,  en  vez  de  dejar  la  corrección  de  ésto  á  la  vigi- 
lancia ó  buen  juicio  de  los  electores,  declarar  incompatibles  los 
¡cargos  de  Alcaldes  con  los  de  miembros  de  Juntas  de  Educación. 
|,  Al  hablar  de  esta  manera  franca  acerca  de  lo  corrompidamente 
|jue  eran  administradas  las  escuelas  cuando  los  Alcaldes  eran, 
|por  mandato  de  la  Ley,  los  Presidentes  natos  de  las  Juntas  de 
¡¡Educación,  no  se  desea  dar  á  entender  que  no  ha  habido  excep- 
ciones dignas  de  nota.  Ha  habido  Alcaldes  que,  en  virtud  de  la 
¡¡autoridad  de  que  estaban  investidos,  y  animados  por  las  inten- 
ciones más  honradas  y  patrióticas  pudieron  hacer  más  en  pro  de 
fia  enseñanza  popular  en  sus  respectivos  Municipios,  que  lo  que 
¿le  hubiera  sido  posible  realizar  á  una  Junta  de  Educación  bajo  la 
presidencia  de  un  miembro  que  no  tuviera  igual  autoridad.  Por 
ffregla  general,  sin  embargo,  estos  ciudadanos,  verdaderos  patrio- 
tas, han  continuado  prestando  su  ayuda  é  influencia  á  las  Juntas 
jjfe  Educación,  aún  después  de  haber  sido  separados  de  ellas,  sien- 
Ido  además,  los  primeros  en  reconocer  la  necesidad  de  apartar  la 
Enseñanza  popular  de  la  política,  salvando  así  á  otros  distritos 
aenos  afortunados  de  las  consecuencias  de  las  pasiones  políticas 
'  de  la  corrupción  oficial. 
Los  Gastos  Municipales  Comparados  eon  los  Escolares. — Con  el  mane- 
►  de  las  escuelas  públicas  en  su  poder,  tenían  los  Alcaldes  más 
ftel  doble  número  de  puestos  de  que  disponer  y,  por  consiguien- 
le,  un  número  igual  de  personas  más  de  cuyo  apoyo  podían  estar 
|eguros.  Para  que  se  obtenga  una  idea  más  exacta  de  la  mayor 
afluencia  y  poder  de  que  podrían  disponer  los  Alcaldes  con  el 
aanejo  de  las  escuelas  públicas  existentes  en  el  Término,  basta 
Ibmparar  las  cantidades  gastadas  por  algunos  Municipios,   con 
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las  gastadas  por  las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  los  correspondientes 
Distritos  Municipales: 

Gastos  correspondientes  al  año  que  terminé  el  30  de  junio  de  1901. 

Presupuesto  Presupuesto 

Municipal.  Escolar. 


Máximo  Gómez $     5,075.90         $     9,889.00 

Alacranes.... 10,016.52  19,041.98 

Gastos   correspondientes  a  los  seis  meses  que  terminaron  el  SI  de 
diciembre  de  1901. 

Martí $     5,769.23         $     7,654.51 

Santa  Ana 2,738.53  4,155.80 

Gastos  correspondientes  al  trimestre  que  terminó  el  SO  de 
septiembre  de  1901. 

Macagua.... $     1,479.39         $     2,298.75 

Guamacaro 1,202.34  2,206.79 

Quemados  de  Güines 1,551.54  3,447.63 

San  José  de  los  Ramos 934.91  3,068.00 

Managua 770.86  1,487.00 

Güira  de  Melena 3,742.95  6J889.31 

Isla  de  Pinos 1,424.82  1,879.40 

Las  relaciones  entre  las  Juntas  de  Educación  y  los  Ayunta- 
mientos debieran  ser  muy  cordiales  y  lo  son,  con  pocas  excepcio- 
nes. Naturalmente,  se  encuentran  algunos  Ayuntamientos  in- 
clinados á  mirar  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  como  organismos 
usurpadores  de  una  autoridad  que  á  los  primeros  corresponde; 
pero  esto  pasará  con  el  tiempo.  Una  Junta  de  Educación  que 
cumple  con  sus  deberes,  le  presta  á  su  país,  de  la  manera  mas  desin- 
teresada posible,  un  servicio  inmenso,  y  es  por  lo  tanto  merece- 
dora del  apoyo  de  todo  buen  ciudadano,  y  en  particualar  del  de 
los  Ayuntamientos,  que  son  compuestos  de  representantes  del 
pueblo,  nombrados  por  éste  para  protegerlo  y  para  servir  sus  in- 
tereses, lo  cual  no  pueden  hacer  de  otra  manera  mejor  que  auxi- 
liando con  entusiasmo  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación.  Durante  el  año 
que  acaba  de  transcurrir  he  sabido  de  algunos  Ayuntamientos 
que  le  han  opuesto  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  toda  clase  de  obs- 
táculos, llegando  hasta  tratar  de  persuadir  á  los  padres  de  que  no 
deben  mandar  sus  hijos  á  la  escuela;  pero  afortunadamente  estos 
casos  son  muy  raros. 

Medidas  adoptadas  para  Impedir   que  Empleados  escolares  Tomasen 
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Parte  activa  en  la  Política.— Durante  las  elecciones  municipales  que 
ge  verificaron  el  año  pasado,  sólo  con  la  vigilancia  más  estricta  y 
con  el  empleo  de  enérgicas  medidas  se  pudo  evitar  que  los  maes- 
tros hicieran  inútil  gran  parte  de  la  labor  realizada.  Salieron  á 
luz  entonces  muchos  de  los  convenios  celebrados  por  el  estilo  del 
siguiente:  "Hazme  maestro  y  yo  te  ayudaré  á  ser  Alcalde7'.  Pe- 
ro tales  vínculos  políticos  no  pueden  por  largo  tiempo  subsistir. 
Apenas  empezaron  los  maestros  á  figurar  en  las  Juntas  de  Ins- 
cripción y  á  hacer  propaganda  en  favor  de  tal  ó  cual  candidato,  en 
una  palabra,  apenas  empezaron  á  tomar  parte  activa  en  la  cam- 
paña electoral,  se  estableció  por  esta  Oficina  la  regla  de  que  una 
Junta  de  Educación  al  contratar  á  un  maestro  lo  obliga  á  que  de- 
dique todo  su  tiempo  hábil  á  los  deberes  de  su  cargo,  deberes  á 
los  que  probablemente  faltaría  el  maestro  si  se  mezclaba  activa- 
vamente  en  la  contienda  electoral,  exponiéndose  en  tal  caso  á 
que  por  autoridad  competente  se  declarase  rescindido  su  contra- 
to. Para  hacer  conocer  esta  regla  hubo  necesidad  de  decretar 
algunas  suspensiones  y  cesantías. 

Igual  criterio  se  observó  con  los  Secretarios  de  las  Juntas  de 
Educación.  No  se  privaba  en  absoluto  á  ninguno  de  los  emplea- 
dos del  sistema  escolar  del  derecho  de  votar  ni  de  expresar  libre- 
mente su  opinión.  Al  contrario,  se  publicó  una  Orden  prote- 
giéndolos en  el  ejercicio  de  estos  derechos;  pero  se  les  negó  liber- 
tad para  tomar  parte  activa  en  una  campaña  política. 

La  Orden  á  que  me  refiero  es  la  siguient?: 

N?    109. 
Cuartel  General,  Departamento  de  Cuba. 

Habana,  22  de  abril  de  1901. 

El  Gobernador  General  de  Cuba,  á  propuesta  del  Secretario 
de  Instrucción  Pública,  ha  tenido  á  bien  disponer  la  publicación 
de  la  siguiente  orden : 

Con  el  fin  de  que  los  maestros  empleados  en  las  escuelas  pú- 
blicas de  esta  Isla  puedan  ejercer  sus  derechos  electorales  con 
plena  libertad,  sin  que  el  temor  de  una  injusta  cesantía  cohiba 
la  espontánea  emisión  de  sus  votos,  ordeno  lo   que  sigue*. 

I.  No,  podrán  las  Juntas  de  Educación  privar  de  su  destino  á 
ningún  maestro,  antes  de  que  termine  el  plazo  del  contrato  de 
que  habla  el  Art.  77  de  la  Orden  N?  368,  serie  de  1900  del 
Cuartel  General  de  la  División  de  Cuba,  sin  que  previamente  se 
justifiquen,  á  satisfacción  del  Secretario  de  Instrucción  Pública, 
los  hechos  que  se  le  imputen  en  el  expediente  que,  con  audien- 
cia de]  interesado,    mandará  instruir  la  Junta  bajo  cuya  autori- 


300 

dad  se  encuentre.     Ese  expediente  será  remitido,  sin  pérdida   de 
tiempo,  al  Secretario  de  Ins  tracción  Pública. 

II.  Contra  la  resolución  de  la  Junta  podrá  establecer  el  perjudi- 
cado recurso  de  alzada  ó  apelación  ante  el  Secretario  de  Instrucción 
Pública.  El  recurso  de  alzada  suspenderá  el  cumplimiento  de 
la  declaración  de  cesantía  tomada  por  la  Junta  de  Educación. 

III.  La  Junta  podrá,  no  obstante  la  apelación,  suspender 
desde  luego  al  maestro. 

IV.  Para  declarar  culpable  de  inmoralidad  ó  conducta  inco- 
rrecta á  un  maestro,  será  necesario  que  los  hechos  que  se  le 
imputen  queden  debidamente  establecidos   y  probados. 

Para  la  instrucción  de  los  expedientes  de  suspensión  ó  cesan- 
tía de  los  maestros,  dictará  en  breve  el  Secretario  de  Instrucción 
Pública  las  disposiciones  oportunas. 

El  Secretario  de  Instrucción  Pública  informará  por  escrito  al 
Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  de  las  decisiones  que  dicte  en 
cada  caso  sometido  á  su  resolución. 

El  Comandante  de  Estado  Mayor, 
J.  B.  Hickey. 

El  resultado  obtenido  con  este  esfuerzo,  ha  sido  muy  satisfac- 
torio, pues  se  ha  logrado  visiblemente  apartar  á  nuestro  sistema 
escolar  de  influencias  de  carácter  político;  pero  para  mantener 
esta  separación  es  preciso  ejercer  una  constante  vigilancia,  estar 
siempre  alerta. 

El  deber  más  importante  de  una  Junta  de  Educación  y  al 
mismo  tiempo  el  que  más  frecuentemente  descuida,  ó  el  que  con 
menos  buena  fe  cumple,  es  el  nombramiento  de  maestros,  como 
repetidas  veces  se  manifiesta  en  este  informe.  Este  año  las  Jun- 
tas de  Educación  hicieron  por  primera  vez  uso  de  la  facultad  de 
nombrar  los  maestros  que  habían  de  estar  á  cargo  de  sus  escuelas 
durante  el  año  próximo,  y  en  verdad,  que  se  cometieron  menos 
abusos  de  los  que  podrían  esperarse,  por  lo  que  creo  que  el  año 
próximo  se  cometerán  menos  aún,  y  que  acabarán  por  desapare- 
cer completamente  si  siempre  se  adoptan  medidas  adecuadas.  La 
lección  que  algunas  Juntas  de  Educación  recibieron  ha  ce  algunos 
meses  no  será  muy  fácilmente  olvidada,  por  lo  cual  no  creo  se 
atreverán  á  hacer  el  año  próximo  lo  que  han  realizado  en  el  ac- 
tual, y  por  último,  con  las  elecciones  que  se  verificarán  en  el  año 
venidero  se  debieran  obtener  cambios  muy  convenientes  en  el 
personal  de  varias  Juntas  de  Educación. 

Algunos  Creen  que  debiera  Modificarse  la  Manera  de  Formar  las 
Juntas  de  Educación. — Sus  Razones. — Se  ha  dicho  con  bastante  fre- 
cuencia que  la  manera  de  escogerlas  personas  que  han  de  compo- 
ner las  Juntas  de  Educación  debiera  ser  modificada;  que  la  se- 
lección pormedio  del  .y  oto  popí]  lar  no  está,  ciando  biiepos  result^ 
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dos;  que  el  cumplimiento  de  este  deber  tan  importante  debiera  qui- 
etársele al  pueblo  y  confiársele  á  uno  ó  á  varios  individuos.  Quizás 
la  mejor  exposición  de  las  razones  que  aducen  los  que  así  piensan 
se  encuentra  en  el  informe  del  señor  Yaldés  Ramos,  Superinten- 
dente de  Escuelas  de  la  Provincia  de  Pinar  del  Río,  por  lo  cual  á 
continuación  copio  de  dicho  informe  lo  que  á  este  asunto  se  refiere: 

A  las  necesidades  expuestas  de  Maestros  idóneos  y  casas 
ad  hoc,  se  sigue  la  no  menos  urgente  de  modificar  los  artículos  31, 
32  y  33  de  la  Orden  N?  368,  que  trata  de  la  manera  de  elegir  las 
Juntas  de  Educación  en  los  Distritos  Municipales. 

De  lamentar  es  que  baya  que  alterar  lo  que  está  basado  en 
principios  tan  liberales,  tan  democráticos;  pero  la  experiencia  lia 
venido  á  demostrar  que  no  siempre  se  pueden  sostener  ciertas 
teorías,  por  hermosas  y  deslumbradoras  que  sean,  cuando  son 
contraproducentes  en  la  práctica.  Esto  es  una  verdad  inconcusa. 
Los  hechos  lo  justifican. 

Cuando  se  publicó  la  Orden  numero  368  no  pudo  pensar  su 
autor,  ni  podía  pensarlo,  dado  el  buen  ñn  que  lo  guiaba,  que  hu- 
biera Junta  de  Educación  que  no  tuviera  verdadero  interés  en 
escoger  dentro  de  lo  existente,  las  personas  más  idóneas,  más 
capacitadas  para  ponerlas  al  frente  de  las  escuelas;  que  no  pusie- 
ran en  ejecución  todos  los  medios,  todas  las  iniciativas,  todas  las 
energías,  para  establecerlas  en  casas,  siquiera  fueran  de  regulares 
condiciones,  por  más  que  escaseasen;  no  pudo  pensar  que  los  vo- 
cales de  esas  Juntas  no  visitasen,  ni  una  sola  vez  dentro  del  cur- 
so, esos  establecimientos  para  enterarse  de  sus  necesidades,  para 
conocer  el  estado  de  instrucción  de  los  niños;  no  pudo  imaginar 
se  convirtieran  muchas  de  ellas  en  Centros  políticos,  posponiendo 
ios  caros  y  permanentes  intereses  de  la  enseñanza  á  las  pasajeras 
satisfacciones  de  ideales  no  siempre  bien  definidos  en  sus  aspira- 
ciones; no  pudo  suponer  que  fueran  verdaderas  agencias,  siquiera 
gratuitas,  para  colocar  amigos  y  familiares,  carentes  de  los  más 
rudimentarios  conocimientos;  no  pudo  admitir  dejaran  de  cele- 
brarse repetidas  veces  las  sesiones  por  falta  de  quorum;  no  pudo 
creer,  en  suma,  vieran  con  tanto  descuido,  tantes  niños  analfa- 
béticos en  sus  distritos  y  no  exigieran  al  Inspector  de  asistencia 
el  cumplimiento  de  su  deber,  haciéndolos  concurrir  á  las  escuelas ; 
y  sin  embargo,  todo  esto  es  cierto,  todo  esto  se  ha  realizado  en  la 
práctica  para  daño  de  lo  que  constituye  la  base  de  la  regeneración 
de  este  pueblo,  que  es  su  instrucción. 

Y  si  disculpo  de  algún  modo  tanta  responsabilidad,  ante  causas 
que  tienen  por  fundamento  en  unos  la  falta  de  cultura,  y  en  otros 
el  desconocimiento  de  todo  civismo,  no  serán  nunca  estos  atenuan- 
tes motivos  suficientes  para  que  se  persevere  en  un  mal  de  tanta 
trascendencia.  De  ningún  modo.  Ante  grandes  males,  grandes 
remedios.  La  gangrena  pide  la  inmediata  amputación  del  miem- 
bro dañado  para  salvar  al  paciente.  ISo  hemos  de  continuar  en  el 
nial  por  sostener  ciertas  teorías,  ante  hechos  contrarios  á  ellas. 

El  nombramiento  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  en  la  forma  que 
se  viene  haciendo,  no  da  resultados,  la  práctica  lo  ha  justificado, 
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La  falta  en  los  campos,—  y  aún  en  los  Centros  más  poblados 
—-de  personas  que  sepan  medianamente  escribir;  las  grandes 
distancias,  en  algunos  puntos  de  seis  y  ocho  leguas,  que  tienen 
necesidad  de  recorrer  los  Directores  de  subdistritos  para  concu- 
rrir á  la  escuela  de  la  cabecera  donde  ha  de  celebrarse  la  sesión* 
el  abandono  de  sus  quehaceres;  el  desconocimiento  del  cargo  que 
ejercen;  la  apatía  de  los  electores  en  concurrir  á  las  urnas ,  todas 
estas  y  otras  razones,  justifican  la  necesidad  de  la  reforma  acon- 
sejada. ¿De  qué  manera  ha  de  hacerse?  Difícil  es  la  respuesta, 
pero  es  necesario  intentarlo. 

A  mi  se  me  ocurre  que,  en  espera  de  que  el  pueblo  rural  tenga 
más  cultura,  más  conciencia  de  su  deber  cívico,  las  Juntas  de 
Educación  sean  nombradas  en  la  forma  siguiente: 

Bien  que  los  Superintendentes  é  Inspectores  Provinciales,  co- 
nocedores de  las  personas  más  aptas  para  el  caso  en  cada  locali- 
dad,  formulen  una  propuesta  de  ellas  al  Sr.  Comisionado  de 
Escuelas  Públicas  en  la  misma  proporción  que  señala  la  actual 
Ley  Escolar  y  que  esas  personas  precisamente  figuren  en  los  dis- 
tintos partidos  políticos  locales;  ó  que  éstos  aisladamente  sean  los 
que,  por  mediación  del  Superintendente,  hagan  la  propuesta  de 
sus  afiliados  en  equitativa  proporción,  para  ser  nombrados  por 
dicha  Autoridad. 

Esas  personas  indicadas  han  de  residir  en  la  cabecera  pel  Tér- 
mino, á  fin  de  que  siempre  haya  quorun  para  las  sesiones. 

Una  vez  constituida  la  Junta  y  elegido  su  Presidente  en  la  forma 
que  determina  la  Ley,  se  nombrarán  por  esa  Corporación,  Delega- 
dos por  cada  Subdistrito  con  derecho  á  exponer  por  escrito  ó  de  pa- 
labra, asistiendo  á  las  sesiones  si  lo  creyeren  conveniente,  pero  sin 
voz  ni  voto,  todas  las  necesidades  de  sus  respectivas  escuelas. 

Con  estas  Juntas  elegidas  de  ese  modo,  quizás  podrían  obte- 
nerse mejores  frutos  que  los  recogidos  hasta  ahora. 

Tales  Razonen  No  Son  Sólidaé. — "No  puede  negarse  la  certeza  de  los 
hechos  mencionados  por  el  Sr.  Valdés  Ramos;  pero  lio  son  lógicas 
las  deduciones  que  de  esos  hechos  infiere  el  referido  Superinten- 
dente. De  manera  gráfica  expone  los  resultados  que  bajo  el  ac- 
tual sistema  se  han  obtenido  en  determinadas .  localidades;  pero 
no  se  ocupa  de  estudiar  los  que  se  obtendrían  con  la  aplicación 
del  sistema  qu,e  propone.  Es  preciso  confesar  que  con  cualquier 
sistema  que  se  adopte,  se  obtendrán  distintas  Juntas  de  Educación; 
unas  buenas,  otras  indiferentes  ó  apáticas,  y  otras  en  fin,  com- 
pletamente dejadas  de  la  mano  de  Dios;  pero  sostengo  que  de  to- 
dos los  planes  imaginables  que  pudieren  adoptarse,  ninguno  dará 
en  general,  en  conjunto,  tan  buenos  resultados  como  el  que  de- 
termina la  vigente  Ley  Escolar.  Las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  los 
catorce  Distritos  Urbanos  de  la  Isla  fueron  nombradas  de  una 
manera  análoga  á  la  que  recomienda  el  Sr.  Valdés  Ramos,  y  sin 
embargo,  ha  sido  necesario  hac$r  cambios  muy  radicales  en  el 
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personal  de  cinco  de  ellas.     Tres  de  esas  cinco  Juntas  han  sido 
constituidas  nuevamente  con  distintas  personas  y  de  esas  tres,  la 
que  se  reformo  últimamente  no  está  dando  los  resultados  que  de 
ella  se  esperaban.     Si  se  compara  el  trabajo  realizado  por  las  ca- 
torce Juntas  nombradas  gubernativamente  con  el  que  han  lleva- 
do á  efecto  las  ciento  veinte  y  nueve  elegidas  por  el  voto  popular, 
se  observa  que  el  tanto  por  ciento  de  las  primeras  que  no  han 
cumplido  con  sus  deberes  es  mayor  que  el  de  las  segundas.     La 
causa  de  los  defectos  que  señala  el  Sr.  Yaldés  Ramos  no  está  en 
la  manera  de  elegir  una  Junta  de  Educación,  sino  en  ciertas  y 
determinadas   circunstancias  y  condiciones.     La  crítica  del   Sr. 
Valdés  E-amos  revela  que  tiene  un  conocimiento  exacto  de  lo  in- 
competentes que  son  muchas  Juntas  de  Educación,  y  eso  me  hace 
afirmar  en  mi  creencia  de  que  ha  mucho  lugar  á  que  estos  males 
desaparezcan,  si  se  mira  este  asunto  tal  como  es,  y  si  la  energía  que 
se  gasta  en  criticar  fuese  empleada  con  mayor  provecho  en  conse- 
guir una  aplicación  más  eficaz  del  sistema  actual.    Las  visitas  de 
inspección  que  he  realizado  me  permiten  manifestar  que  en  mu- 
chos distritos,  no  abundantes  de  personas  aptas  para  estos  puestos, 
se  han  elegido  las  más  idóneas  para  miembros  de  las  respectivas 
Juntas  de  Educación.     En  otros  distritos,  desgraciadamente,   no 
ha  sucedido  igual,  pero  ésto  por  fuerza  no  puede  continuar,  pues 
la  corrección  de  estos  defectos  está,  por  mandato  de  la  Ley  Esco- 
lar, en  manos  de  un  pueblo  que  diariamente  comprende   mejor 
cuales  son  sus  deberes  y  la  responsabilidad  en  que  incurre  si  no 
los  cumple.  El  gran  Lincoln  lo  ha  dicho:   "Podrás  engañar  á  todo 
el  pueblo  durante  cierto  tiempo;  podrás  engañar  á  una  parte  del 
pueblo  durante  todo  el  tiempo;  pero  no  podrás  engañar  á  todo  el 
pueblo  durante  todo  el  tiempo. ' r 

Si  es  un  buen  principio,  si  es  una  buena  práctica  nombrar  un 
Ayuntamiento  y  un  Congreso  por  sufragio  popular,  debe  serlo 
trmbién  nombrar  de  igual  manera  una  Junta  de  Educación.  Si 
el  pueblo  de  Cuba  se  encuentra  en  condiciones  de  elegir  los  indi- 
viduos que  lo  han  de  representar  en  el  Ayuntamiento  y  en  el  Con- 
greso de  la  dación,  no  cabe  duda  de  que  puede  y  debe  elegir  sus 
Juntas  de  Educación.  Si  no  se  puede  fiar  á  la  voz  del  pueblo  la 
constitución  de  estos  organismos,  mucho  menos  se  le  puede  con- 
fiar la  formación  de  aquéllos. 

Los  Directores  deben  ser  Vecinos  de  los  Subdistritos  que  Representan.— 
Cuando  se  dio  comienzo  á  los  trabajos  necesarios  para  aplicar  y 
poner  en  vigor  la  actual  Ley  Escolar,  hubo  varias  personas  que 
manifestaron,  una  y  otra  vez,  que  á  menudo  no  se  encuen- 
tran en  todos  los  subdistritos  escolares  un  individuo  con  la  com- 
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petencia  necesaria  para  representar  á  su  subdistrito  en  la  Junta 
de  Educación  respectiva,  y  que,  por  tanto,  se  hacía  necesario  no 
dar  cumplimiento  estricto  al  precepto  de  la  Ley  Escolar  que  de- 
termina que  el  Director  de  un  subdistrito  debe  residir  en  él. 
Considero,  en  términos  generales,  erróneo  este  criterio.  Desde 
luego  comprendo  perfectamente  que  no  es  posible  encontrar  en 
los  subdistritos  rurales  el  mismo  adelanto,  igual  grado  de  cultu- 
ra ó  de  inteligencia  que  se  encuentra  en  las  ciudades  ó  en  los  cen- 
tros de  población;  y  es  indudable  que  una  Junta  de  Educación 
compuesta  de  miembros  elegidos  entre  las  personas  más  compe- 
tentes del  respectivo  Distrito  Escolar,  y  no  conforme  á  lo  precep- 
tuado por  la  Ley,  resultaría  más  capaz  y  más  competente;  pero, 
por  otra  parte,  dudo  mucho— mejor  dicho— estoy  seguro  de  que 
la  administración  de  las  escuelas  de  un  distrito  encomendada  á 
una  Junta  de  tal  modo  elegida,  no  resultará  tan  provechosa  como 
si  estuvieran  esas  escuelas  bajo  la  dirección  de  una  Junta  organi- 
zada conforme  á  la  Ley.  Hago  esta  aserción  después  de  haber  estu- 
diado el  asunto  prácticamente,  es  decir,  después  de  conocer  perso- 
nalmente á  los  miembros  de  Juntas  de  Educación  de  numerosos 
distritos  municipales  de  la  Isla,  y  fundándome  en  lo  ¡siguiente: 

El  individuo  que  representa  en  una  Junta  de  Educación  los 
intereses  escolares  del  subdistrito  en  que  reside  tiene?  necesaria- 
mente, que  atenderlos  con  más  asiduidad,  con  más  empeño  que 
otro  que,  por  razón  de  no  residir  en  él ,  es  muy  probable  que  co- 
nozca poco  ó  nada  las  necesidades  del  subdistrito  que  representa, 
y  por  esta  razón  soy  de  parecer  que  en  los  momentos  actuales, 
en  que  se  trata  de  levantar  sobre  sólidos  cimientos  nuestro  edifi- 
cio escolar,  es  preferible  que  las  Juntas  de  Educación  estén  com- 
puestas de  personas  que,  por  razones  obvias,  se  interesen  más  por 
los  asuntos  confiados  á  su  cuidado,  aunque  no  sean  las  más  com- 
petentes del  distrito.  Al  Director  que  reside  en  el  subdistrito 
que  representa  le  es,  relativamente,  muy  fácil  visitar  la  escuela  ó 
escuelas  que  en  el  mismo  funcionen;  está  más  en  contacto  con 
los  maestros  á  cargo  de  esas  escuelas  y  más  al  corriente  de  sus 
necesidades,  lo  cual  no  sucedería  si  el  Director  residiese  en 
distinto  subdistrito. 

Si  se  hubiera  hecho  caso  á  las  razones  expuestas  por  los  que 
consideraban  que  la  Ley,  en  este  particular,  no  debía  aplicarse 
estrictamente,  se  habría  asestado  un  rudo  golpe  al  principio  fun- 
damental en  que  está  basada,  y  puedo  declarar,  después  de  estu- 
diar el  asunto  con  detenimiento  y  de  conocer  personalmente  á 
muchos  miembros  de  Juntas  de  Educación  procedentes  de  barrios 
rurales,  que  las  referidas  razones  son  completamente  infundadas. 
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Las  Juntas  de  Educación  han  Mejorado. — Guando  las  Juntas  de 
Educación  comprendan  mejor  la  responsabilidad  que  las  comuni- 
dades que  las  han  elegido  tienen  derecho  á  exigirles;  cuando  se 
familiaricen  más  con  la  Ley  Escolar  vigente;  y  cuando  se  inspiren 
solamente  en  la  santidad,  por  decirlo  así,  de  la  labor  que  se  les 
confía,  cumplirán  con  sus  deberes  á  satisfacción  de  todos. 

He  considerado  siempre  mi  deber  ayudar  en  proporción  igual 
4  todos  los  distritos  de  la  Isla;  pero  ha  habido  una  gran  diferen- 
cia en  los  resultados  que  algunas  Juntas  de  Educación  han  obte- 
nido con  los  elementos  puestos  á  su  disposición.  En  el  transcurso 
de  un  año  he  observado  que  las  Juntas  de  Educación  han  admi- 
nistrado sus  respectivas  escuelas  con  notable  economía.  Hace 
un  año  el  pedido  de  fondos  de  una  Junta  no  daba  la  medida 
exacta  de  sus  necesidades;  pero  de  entonces  acá  han  llegado  á  co- 
nocer tan  bien  la  virtud  de  la  economía  que  por  cada  peso  que 
antes  era  negado  hoy  se  niega  un  centavo.  Entre  las  distintas 
Juntas  de  Educación  y  el  Jefe  del  Departamento  existe  verda- 
dera harmonía.  De  vez  en  cuando  se  tropieza  con  alguna  Junta 
que  es  un  verdadero  obstáculo,  una  verdadera  remora;  pero 
cuando  eso  sucede  se  la  trata  con  toda  la  paciencia  y  calma  posi- 
sibles,  porque  esta  Oficina  nunca  olvida  que  gran  parte  de  la 
labor  más  importante  del  sistema  escolar  tiene  que  ser  realizada 
por  estas  Corporaciones,  compuestas  de  hombres  desinteresados, 
como  tampoco  olvida  que  gran  parte  del  crédito  que  pueda  caber 
por  los  adelantos  realizados  se  les  debe  á  ellas. 

Enumeración 

Cuando  y  cómo  se  Efectuó. — Confórmese  prescribe  en  la  Ley  Es- 
colar, se  efectuó  la  enumeración  de  los  menores  de  edad  escolar 
en  las  últimas  semanas  del  mes  de  marzo,  excepto  en  algunos 
distritos  en  que  por  una  razón  ú  otra  no  se  realizó  este  trabajo 
hasta  algunas  semanas  después. 

La  Ley  previene  que  la  enumeración  en  los  distritos  munici- 
pales sea  hecha  por  los  Directores  de  los  subdistritos,  concedién- 
doles la  suma  de  $2.00  para  los  gastos  incidentales  que  pudiesen 
ocurrir,  pero  la  gran  extensión  territorial  y  lo  diseminado  de  la 
población  de  muchos  distritos  municipales  hacían  imposible  el 
cumplimiento  de  dicho  precepto,  y  con  la  sanción  del  Gobernador 
Militar  se  autorizó  á  las  Juntas  de  los  referidos  distritos  para 
que  nombrasen  cierto  número  de  enumeradores. 

En  to  siguiente  tabla  se  da  el  resultado  de  la  enumeración.; 
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TABLA  DEMOSTEATIVA 


DE  LOS  RESULTADOS  DE  LA  ENUMERACIÓN  DE  LOS  JÓVENES  SOLTEROS 
ENTRE  LAS  EDADES  DE  6  A  18  AÑOS  EFECTUADA  EN  EL  MES  DE 
MARZO  DE  1901. 


Provincia 

de  la  Habana: 

Aguacate , 

Alquizar 

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

Bauta 

Bejucal 

Cano . 

Catalina....! 

Ceiba  del  Agua 

Guanabacoa...{™afc?pu; 

Guara 

Güines 

Güira  de  Melena 

Habana  

Isla  de  Pinos 

Jaraco 

Madruga 

Managua 

Marianao 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz 

Quivicán 

Regla 

Salud 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

San  Antonio  de  los  Baños. 
San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas. 

San  Felipe 

San  José  de  las  Lajas 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte 

Santa  María  del  Rosario... 
Vereda  Nueva 

TOTAL 


Provincia 
de  Puerto   Principe 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nuevitas 

Pto.  Principe.  {S*Tc?pai.: 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

TOTAL 

Provincia 
de   Santa   Clara: 

Abreus 

Caibarién 

Calabazar , 

Camajuani , 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

CfcBfnegos.JE*^ 

Cifuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palrnira .' 

Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines.... 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 


POBLACIÓN  ESCOLAR. 
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497 

246 

370 

373 

743 

117 

406 

116 

104 

1,466 

580 

1,068 

978 

2,046 

530 

1,046 

279 

191 

716 

216 

509 

423 

932 

.  244 

471 

144 

73 

1,001 

869 

1,001 

869 

1,870 

480 

945 

230 

215 

1,350 

273 

851 

772 

1,623 

411 

862 

201 

149 

1,257 

215 

720 

752 

1,472 

276 

842 

159 

195 

1.074 

109 

623 

560 

1,183 

228 

668 

159 

128 

738 

129 

471 

396 

867 

198 

482 

128 

59 

434 

90 

278 

246 

524 

172 

310 

27 

15 

2,430 

880 

1,660 

1,650 

3,310 

581 

1,955 

463 

311 

1,274 

173 

745 

702 

1,447 

413 

751 

171 

112 

567 

118 

369 

316 

685 

186 

356 

79 

64 

2,102 

839 

1,497 

1,444 

2,941 

602 

1,627 

394 

318 

2,057 

676 

1,410 

1,323 

2,733 

638 

1,481 

369 

245 

35,945 

14,213 

25,120 

25,038 

50,158 

9,771 

26,367 

7,826 

6,194 

485 

78 

283 

280 

563 

141 

302 

71 

49 

588 

172 

395 

365 

760 

132 

457 

111 

60 

711 

268 

510 

469 

979 

210 

538 

147 

84 

780 

126 

479 

427 

906 

154 

508 

128 

316 

1,223 

529 

807 

945 

1,752 

388 

936 

240 

188 

630 

345 

502 

473 

975 

295 

513 

122 

45 

1,305 

651 

983 

973 

1,956 

399 

1,158 

275 

124 

654 

154 

425 

383 

808 

130 

416 

129 

133 

2,432 

394 

1,416 

1,410 

2,826 

590 

1,576 

389 

271 

735 

40 

415 

360 

775 

223 

474 

38 

40 

2,072 

395 

1,270 

1,197 

2,467 

532 

1,247 

353 

335 

2,698 

383 

1,624 

1,457 

3,081 

736 

1,706 

389 

250 

514 

103 

325 

292 

617 

101 

340 

96 

80 

371 

122 

250 

243 

493 

87 

265 

-.77 

64 

1,309 

466 

886 

889 

1,775 

363 

1,043 

218 

151 

1,234 

345 

852 

727 

1,579 

345 

892 

210 

132 

548 

247 

428 

367 

795 

190 

418 

133 

54 

638 

155 

399 

394 

793 

203 

422 

107 

61 

649 

36 

359 

326 

685 

113 

376 

110 

86 

72,907 

24,212 

49,300 

47,819 

97,119 

20,179 

52,156 

14,088 

10,696 

3,188 

482 

1,864 

1,806 

3,670 

945 

1,906 

444 

375 

3,058 

.  328 

1,766 

1,620 

3,386 

912 

1,757 

448 

269 

1,971 

338 

1,192 

1,117 

2,309 

729 

1,192 

253 

135 

5,281 

1,624 

3,364 

3,541 

6,905 

1,528 

3,627 

933 

817 

8,404 

1,053 

5,042 

4,415 

9,457 

2,487 

4,829 

1,167 

974 

1,121 

208 

711 

618 

1,329 

327 

683 

186 

133 

23,023 

4,033 

13,939 

13,117 

27,056 

6,928 

13,994 

3,431 

2,703 

749 

267 

504 

512 

1,016 

215 

584 

120 

97 

1,502 

401 

951 

952 

1,903 

492 

955 

230 

226 

2,169 

919 

1,602 

1,486 

3,088 

682 

1,662 

381 

363 

3,459 

848 

2,565 

1,742 

4,307 

937 

2,590 

424 

356 

932 

335 

652 

615 

1,267 

254 

802 

118 

93 

1,210 

525 

901 

834 

1,735 

428 

918 

253 

136 

4,775 

2,607 

3,524 

3,858 

7,382 

1,502 

3,945 

1,070 

865 

3,755 

1,615 

2,906 

2,464 

5,370 

1,502 

2,868 

630 

370 

880 

322 

635 

567 

1,202 

301 

637 

159 

105 

1,133 

696 

917 

912 

1,829 

371 

1,054 

215 

189 

1,712 

513 

1,220 

1,005 

2,225 

649 

1,165 

260 

151 

1,037 

544 

736 

845 

1,581 

415 

840 

201 

125 

2,328 

771 

1,623 

1,476 

3,099 

612 

1,662 

447 

378 

1,861 

621 

1,289 

1,193 

2,482. 

689 

,1,388 

319 

86 

1,394 

772 

1,099 

1,067 

2,166 

527 

1,126 

299 

214 

1,000 

499 

715 

784 

1,499 

354 

873 

174 

% 
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provincia 
de  Santa  Clara: 


Remedios.. 
Rodas 


^agúala  Grande...  {^£? 

;SanctiSpíritus.{™n^p¿1 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

S.  Fernando  de  Camarones. 
¡San  Juan  de  los  Yeras 

Santaclara (SSic?¿aÍ 

Santa  Isabel  de  las  Lajas... 

Santo  Domingo 

/Urbano 

"\Municipal 


Trinidad . . 

Vueltas.... 
Yaguajay.. 


TOTAL.. 


POBLACIÓN  ESCOLAR. 
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2,050 

848 

1,481 

1,417 

2,898 

1,785 

643 

1,291 

1,137 

2,428 

2,391 

1,365 

1,723 

2,033 

3,756 

1,295 

400 

867 

828 

1,695 

2,626 

1,165 

1,741 

2,050 

3,791 

8,489 

515 

2,129 

1,825 

3,954 

1,250 

205 

808 

617 

1,455 

1,671 

506 

1,194 

983 

2,177 

1,542 

395 

991 

946 

1,937 

2,495 

1,133 

1,728 

1,900 

3,628 

3,366 

935 

2,455 

1,846 

4,301 

1,067 

731 

981 

817 

1,798 

2,714 

1,249 

2,147 

1,816 

3,963 

1,794 

1,481 

1,507 

1,768 

3,275 

2,170 

1,197 

1,888 

1,479 

3,367 

2,953 

327 

1,696 

1,584 

3,280 

2,275 

939 

1,744 

1,470 

3,214 

66,779 

26,289 

48,210 

44,858 

93,068 

Provincia 
le  Santiago  de  Cuba 

Baracoa 

Bayamo 

Campechuela 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara 

Guantánamo 

Holguín 

Jiguaní 

Manzanillo{Mum"ipai-.::: 

Mayar!  

Niquero  

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo 

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Songo „. 

TOTAL 


Provincia 
de  Pinar  del  Rio: 

Artemisa 

Bahía  Honda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte.... 

Consolación  del  Sur 

Guanajay 

Guane 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios 

Pinar  del  Eio...{l¿*anOpa¡ 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños 
San  Juan  y  Martínez.... 

San  Luis 

Vinales 

TOTAL 
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1,077 

1,776 

524 

1,321 

862 

2,048 

351 

918 

688 

1,895 

823 

2,215 

293 

794 

405 

1,084 

488 

992 

645 

1,986 

889 

2,359 

337 

925 

1,058 

2,040 

879 

1,703 

687 

1,795 

616 

1,836 

840 

1,590 

21,392 

50,346 

45 
335 
518 
220 
569 
513 
213 
340 
298 
560 
648 
337 
494 
413 
496 
429 
434 


2,283 

2,440 

2,577 

2,146 

4,723 

1,434 

2,824 

289 

176 

2,568 

2,187 

2,593 

2,162 

4,755 

1,199 

1,636 

1,385 

535 

1,691 

1,174 

1,522 

1,343 

2,865 

716 

1,604 

316 

229 

1,179 

1,125 

1,240 

1,064 

2,304 

688 

1,204 

272 

140 

400 

2,068 

1,304 

1,164 

2,468 

523 

1,445 

315 

185 

6,850 

1,627 

4,555 

3,922 

8,477 

2,369 

4,879 

888 

346 

2,446 

4,434 

3,543 

3,337 

6,880 

1,643 

3,919 

843 

475 

9,874 

1,135 

5,776 

5,233 

11,009 

2,994 

6,416 

1,097 

.  502 

2,151 

1,450 

1,827 

1,774 

3,601 

710 

1,958 

487 

446 

2,723 

1,534 

2,058 

2,199 

4,257 

1,020 

2,269 

657 

311 

2.878 

1,497 

2,250 

2,125 

4,375 

1,1.74 

2,337 

460 

404 

956 

658 

885 

729 

1,614 

446 

864 

146 

158 

1,021 

150 

607 

564 

1,171 

277 

632 

180 

82 

1,386 

1,743 

1,690 

1,439 

3,129 

867 

1,709 

326 

227 

2,602 

589 

1,625 

1,566 

3,191 

586 

1,820 

425 

360 

1,511 

499 

1,059 

951 

2,010 

539 

1,077 

235 

159 

648 

1,090 

849 

889 

1,738 

298 

1,121 

199 

120 

4,599 

7,490 

5,6.16 

6,473 

12,089 

2,931 

6,658 

1,4.57 

1,043 

1,096 

2,816 

2,084 

1,828 

3,912 

916 

2,813 

398 

285 

48,862 

35,706 

43,660 

40,908 

84,568 

21,330 

46,685 

10,370 

6,183 

.1,871 

890 

1,425 

1,336 

2,761 

408 

1,476 

499 

378 

447 

517 

494 

470 

964 

253 

508 

131 

72 

408 

586 

534 

460 

994 

268 

559 

104 

63 

757 

408 

629 

536 

1,165 

263 

676 

152 

74 

1,830 

517 

1,271 

1,076 

2,347 

767 

1,271 

113 

196 

3,463 

1,930 

2,835 

2,558 

5,393 

1,703 

2,652 

603 

435 

1,366 

399 

970 

795 

1,765 

333 

1,067 

269 

96 

2,102 

596 

1,558 

1,140 

2,698 

602 

1,440 

428 

228 

715 

1,196 

724 

739 

1,671 

158 
255 
310 
420 
749 

439 
747 
505 
647 
1,086 

434 
704 
529 
512 
1,334 

873 
1,451 
1,034 
1,159 

2,420 

148 
257 
315 
299 
665 

530 
832 
557 
667 
1,274 

113 
234 
121 
138 
294 

82 

128 

41 

w 

177 

5,740 

1,468 

4,127 

3,081 

7,208 

1,919 

4,177 

751 

361 

891 
615 

454 
212 

775 
430 

570 
397 

1,345 

827 

356 

150 

770 
456 

145 
96 

74 

125 

2,975 
1,413 
3,001 

847 
483 
719 

2,057 
1,013 
1,965 

1,765 

883 

1,755 

3,822 
1,896 
3,720 

880 

513 

1,164 

2,115 
1,054 
1,959 

492 
213 
366 

335 

116 

231 

31,924 

11,918 

23,507 

20,335 

43,842 

11,263 

24,040 

5,262 

3,277 
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Provincia 
de  Matanzas: 

Agramoiite 

Alacranes 

Bolondrón 

Cabezas 

Cárnea*  /urbano 

urQenai'Ji  Municipal. 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

di  lamacaro 

Jagüey  Grande 

Jovellanos 

Macagua 

Martí 

M>ltll11711o  (Urbano 

MaUnzas\  Municipal. 

Máximo  Gómez 

.Palmillas" 

Perico....." 

Pedro  Betancourt 

S.  del  Encomendador 
San  José  de  los  Ramos. 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 

TOTAL 


POBLACIÓN  ESCOLAR. 


928 

809 

1,398 

1,185 

3,730 

84" 

546 

1,718 

749 

i,49r 

777 

827 

1,271 

6,490 

2,466 

504 

956 

1,029 

1,190 

910 

92í 

698 

808 


604 

70: 

1,132 

306 

1,934 

214 

527 

1.171 

620 

454 

907 

454 

1,025 

2,629 

587 

461 

734 

777 

1,111 

368 

738 

289 

718 


780 
818 

1,325 
757 

2,699 
588 
552 

1,445 
690 
991 
799 
678 

1,198 

4,409 

1,627 
493 
847 
931 

1,163 
620 
848 
505 
716 


32,316  18,465  25,395  25,386  50,781 


752 

756 

1.20o 

734 

3.055 

•  473 

521 

1,444 

673 

958 

885 

603 

1.098 

4, 710 

1,426 

472 

843 

875 

1,138 

658 

815 

482 

810 


1.532 
l/>74 
2,530 
1,491 
5,664 
1,061 
1,073 
2.889 
1,369 
1,949 
1,684 
1,281 
2,296 
9,119 
3,053 
965 

1,806 
2,301 
1,278 
1,663 
987 
1,526 


279 
458 
625 
253 

1,411 
204 
283 
724 
337 
532 
353 
281 
644 

2,596 
714 
226 
372 
353 
717 
269 
378 
203 
266 


9c; 

884 

1,415 

906 

2,853 

641 

543 

1,637 

776 

1,036 

919 

772 

1,184 

4,786 

1,660 

563 

898 

986 

1,120 

725 

951 

520 

879 


12,478  27,619 


175 
164 
297 
202 
800 
132 
144 
342 
164 
237 
214 
148 
269 
1,111 
435 
117 
262 
243 
316 
163 
217 
146 
220 


6,518 


113 
68 
193 
130 
600 
84 
103 

im 

92 

144 
198 

80 
199 
626 
244 

59 
158 
224 
148 
121. 
117 
118 
161 


4,166 


Resumen. 


Habana 

72,907 
23,023 
'66,779 
48,862 
31,924 
32,316 

24,212 
4,033 

26,289 
35,706 
11,918 

18,465 

49,300 
13,939 
48,210 
43,660 
23,507 
25,395 

47,819 
13,117 

44,858 
40,908 
20,335 

25,386 

97,119 

27,056 
93,068 

84,568 
43,842 
50,781 

20,179 
6,928 
21,392 
21,330 
11,263 
12,478 

52.156 
13;  994 

50,346 
46,685 
24,040 
27,619 

14,088 
3,431 
12,162 
10,370 
5,262 
6,518 

10,696 
2,703 
9,168 

Santa  Cítara 

Santiago  de  Cuba.. 

6,1.83 
3,277 

M  ATA  NZ  A  S 

4,166 

Gmti  Total. 

275,811 

120,623 

204,011 

192,423 

396,434 

93,570 

214,840 

51,831 

36,193 

Si  se  compara»  esta  tabla  con  el  censo  oficial  de  la  Isla  tomado 
en  el  año  de  1889,  y  que  se  considera  exacto,  se  verá  que  la  tabla 
que  antecede  no  tiene  valor  alguno  como  fuente  de  información. 


Población  de  5  á  17  años, 
según  el  censo  oficial. 

Población  de  6  (\  18  años, 
según  el  censo  escolar. 

DIFERENCIAS. 

PROVINCIA. 

Varones. 

Hembras. 

Total. 

Varones. 

Hembras. 

Total. 

Varones 

Hembras. 

Total. 

llábana 

63,562 
17,197 
63,637 
66,214 
32,741 
33,530 

64,127 
16,940 
63,452 
65,674 
31,915 
33,939 

127,689 
34,137 
127,089 
131,888 
64,656 
67,469 

49,300 
13,939 
48,210 
43,660 
23,507 
25,395 

47,819 
13,117 
44,858 
40,908 
20,335 
25,386 

97,119 
27,056 
93,068 

84,568 
43,842 
50,781 

14,262 

3,258 

15,427 

22,554 

9,234 

8,135 

16,308 
3,823 
18,594 
24,766 
11,580 
8,553 

30,570 

Puerto  Príncipe 

Santa  Clara 

7,081 
34,021 

Santiago  de  Cuba... 

Pinar  del  Rio 

Matanzas 

47,320 

20,81.4 
16,688 

Totales I  276,881 

276,047 

552,928 

204,011 

192,423 

396,434 

72,870 

836.241 

56,494 
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Importancia  del  Censo  Escolar. — Según  el  Censo  de  la  Isla,  la 
población  de  los  menores  de  5  á  17  años  de  edad  en  toda  la  Isla,' 
es  de  552,928,  y  del  Censo  Escolar  resulta  que  la  población 
escolar  entre  las  edades  de  6  á  18  años  es  de  396,434,  ó  sea  de 
156,494  menos  que  la  cifra  antes  mencionada.  Esa  es  la  diferen- 
cia total  en  la  Isla,  resultando  una  diferencia  proporcional  en  los 
datos  obtenidos  en  los  distritos  municipales  y  en  los  urbanos. 
Se  expresa,  sin  embargo,- el  resultado  del  Censo  Escolar  á  fin  de 
llamar  la  atención  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  sobre  la  necesidad 
de  ejercer  en  lo  futuro  mayor  cuidado  en  la  realización  de  estos 
trabajos.  El  Censo  Escolar  tiene  verdadera  importancia,  la  que 
no  ha  sido  apreciada  debidamente  por  gran  número  de  Juntas  de 
Educación.  Tiene  importancia  bajo  el  punto  de  vista  de  la  esta- 
dística, aunque  no  tuviera  más  objeto  que  conocer  el  movimiento 
de  la  población  escolar,  y  la  parte  de  ella  que  ha  tenido  oportuni- 
dades para  aprender.  Sirve  el  Censo  Escolar  para  determinar  el 
el  número  de  escuelas  que  se  necesitan  en  cada  distrito,  y  muy 
especialmente,  para  precisar  los  lugares  en  que  deben  funcionar  las 
escuelas.  Por  último,  es  de  gran  utilidad  en  la  aplicación  de  los 
preceptos  de  la  Ley  Escolar  referentes  á  la  asistencia  obligatoria. 

Ya  se  ha  manifestado  que  muchas  de  nuestras  escuelas  están 
indebidamente  establecidas  en  lugares  escasamente  poblados, 
mientras  que  hay  núcleos  de  población  sin  una  sola  escuela;  defec- 
tos que  pueden  ser  subsanados  fácilmente  si  se  poseen  datos  exac- 
tos acerca  de  la  manera  como  se  encuentra  distribuida  la  población 
escolar  en  cada  distrito.  Debido  á  la  medida  de  reconcentración 
que  se  puso  en  vigor  durante  la  guerra,  los  campos  de  Cuba  es- 
taban casi  despoblados  por  encontrarse  sus  moradores  aglomera- 
dos en  pueblos  y  ciudades.  Con  el  advenimiento  de  la  paz,  sin 
embargo,  esas  familias  han  regresado  á  los  lugares  de  su  residen- 
cia habitual  para  dedicarse  á  sus  acostumbradas  labores,  de  lo 
que  ha  resultado  un  gran  cambio  en  la  población.  El  Censo  Es- 
colar debe  poner  de  manifiesto  dicho  cambio,  y  espero  que  las 
Juntas  de  Educación  se  darán  cuenta  de  la  importancia  de  este 
trabajo  antes  de  que  llegue  la  fecha  de  volver  á  realizarlo,  y  que 
tomarán  las  medidas  oportunas  para  obtener  datos  exactos  y 
completos.  Desde  luego  es  una  labor  bastante  difícil  y  que  siem- 
bre ha  sido  objeto  de  mucho  estudio  por  las  Autoridades  escola- 
res. Oportunamente  enviará  esta  Oficina  á  todas  las  Juntas  de 
¡Educación,  cuidadosas  y  detalladas  instrucciones,  señalando  los 
numerosos  errores  que  se  han  cometido  este  año  en  los  trabajos 
pel  Censo  y  la  manera  cómo  pueden  evitarse.  El  costo  total  de 
h  enumeración  fué  de  $9,981. 
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Escuelas  Normales  de  Verano. 

Opinion  Respecto  á  su  Organización. — El  sígnente  extracto  del  in- 
forme del  Superintendente  de  Escuelas  de  la  Provincia  de  la 
Habana  contiene  una  interesante  relación  referente  á  la  organiza- 
ción de  las  Escuelas  Normales  en  el  verano  del  año  de  1900  y 
de  1901,  é  indica  los  principales  defectos  de  que  en  su  concepto 
adolece  dicha  organización. 

Una  de  las  primeras  obras  que  en  materia  de  educación  llevó 
á  cabo  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  de  Cuba,  fué  la  creación  y 
organización  de  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  en  este  país. 

En  el  mes  de  mayo  de  1900,  el  Gobierno  Militar  promulgó 
una  Orden  por  la  que  se  establecían  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  de  la 
Isla  de  Cuba.  El  curso,  que  debía  ser  obligatorio,  aunque  gra- 
tuito para  los  maestros  públicos,  se  fijó  en  seis  semanas;  las  con- 
ferencias serian  ciento  veinte,  sobre  las  materias  siguientes :  Lec- 
tura, Gramática,  Aritmética,  Geografía,  Historia  de  Cuba,  Dibu- 
bujo  Natural,  Escritura,  Higiene  Escolar,  Historia  de  la  Educa- 
ción é  Ideales  de  la  misma.  La  hora  destinada  á  cada  conferen- 
cia se  distribuyó  de  esta  manera:  40  minutos  para  el  desarrollo 
del  tema  y  20  minutos  para  discusión  sobre  ese  mismo  tema  entre 
los  alumnos. 

Con  esta  sencilla  organización  comenzaron  á  funcionar  las  Es- 
cuelas de  Verano  en  julio  de  1900.  En  el  primer  año  de  su  exis- 
tencia, todo  hacía  presentir  un  éxito  sumamente  lisonjero:  los 
instructores,  por  regla  general,  bien  escojidos,  emprendieron  su 
obra  con  fe  y  con  entusiasmo;  los  maestros  que  no  tomaron  parte 
en  la  famosa  excursión  de  Havard,  miraron  como  una  distracción 
el  salir  de  sus  hogares,  viajar,  contemplar  ciudades  desco- 
nocidas para  muchos  de  ellos,  cambiar  impresiones  con  otros 
maestros,  y  escuchar  la  palabra  de  algunos  pedagogos  cuya  repu- 
tación había  llegado  al  estrecho  círculo  local. 

Las  Escuelas  de  Verano  se  abrieron,  pues,  con  alegre  aspecto, 
como  si  se  tratara  de  una  fiesta  pedagógica.  Millares  de  aspi- 
rantes acudieron  á  participar  de  aquella  animación  y  llevaron  al 
Magisterio  Público  una  atmósfera  de  juventud  y  de  bullicio,  y 
quizás  también  de  frivolidad. 

Sin  embargo,  un  observador  sagaz  podía  descubrir  en  la  obra 
de  aquella  Institución,  con  tan  buenos  auspicios  comenzada,  un 
germen  de  descomposición  y  de  desorden  que  en  poco  tiempo  ha- 
bría de  fructificar.  Mientras  duraban  las  conferencias,  se  leía 
la  indiferencia  y  el  fastidio  en  la  mayoría  de  los  maestros  que  á 
ellas  acudían.  Una  gran  parte  de  los  conferencistas  hizo  fiasco, 
por  falta  de  voz,  de  oratoria,  de  claridad  ó  de  método.  Cuatro 
horas  diarias  de  conferencia  durante  seis  semanas,  fueron  dema- 
siado para  la  paciencia  de  muchos,  y  á,no  ser  porque  la  anima- 
ción general  ponía  en  olvido  los  defectos  de  la  Escuela,  se  hubiera 
protestado  violentamente  contra  la  obra  de  aquella  Institución. 

Cuando  las  Esuelas  de  Verano  terminaron  su  labor,   todo  el 
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mundo  advirtió  que  urgía  en  ellas  una  reforma  radical.  Las  cla- 
ses debían  ser  algo  más  variadas  y  menos  teóricas.  Para  evitar 
la  enorme  acumulación  de  maestros  en  un  mismo  sitio,  se  hacía 
necesario  separarlos  en  grupos;  y  por  otrajparte,  era  indispensable 
conceder  al  maestro  alguna  participación  en  el  trabajo  escolar, 
prohibiendo  que  se  diesen  algunas  clases  en  forma  de  conferencia. 

La  reforma  se  llevó  á  cabo  á  virtud  de  la  Orden  promulgada 
por  el  Gobernador  Militar  el  19  de  noviembre  de  1900;  por  des- 
gracia, en  vez  de  allanar  las  dificultades  de  la  Escuela  y  mejorar 
la  Institución  en  los  puntos  que  ofrecían  un  gran  peligro,  la  re- 
forma agravaba  extraordinariamente  aquellos  defectos.  Lo  que 
hasta  entonces  era  un  establecimiento  de  enseñanza  gratuito  pa- 
ra todos  los  maestros  y  hasta  para  los  oyentes  que  deseaban  par- 
ticipar de  los  beneficios  de  aquella  obra,  varió  completamente  de 
carácter,  exigiéndose  á  todos  una  cuota  como  matrícula. 

Se  comprende  bien  que  la  asistencia  á  una  Escuela  de  Verano 
gratuita  se  haga  obligatoria  á  todos  los  miembros  de  aquella  clase 
para  la  cual  se  funda  la  Institución.  El  Estado  tiene  el  derecho 
de  exigir  á  sus  maestros  algún  trabajo,  á  cambio  del  sueldo  que 
se  les  abona  en  las  vacaciones.  Pero  que  la  asistencia  y  el  pago 
de  la  inscripción  sean  forzosas  á  un  tiempo  mismo,  he  aquí  una 
verdadera  monstruosidad  que  no  puede  justificarse  en  manera 
alguna.  El  dilema  que  se  ponía  á  los  maestros  no  era  éste:  tra- 
baja y  estudia  ó  no  percibirás  tu  sueldo;  sino  este  otro:  paga  una 
parte  de  tu  sueldo  ó  de  lo  contrario  no  recibirás  el  resto  de  tus 
emolumentos.  Pero  no  era  este  el  único  error  en  que  incurría  la 
Orden  1ST?  475.  A  pretexto  de  mejorar  el  Curso  de  Estudios  de  la 
Escuela,  en  realidad  lo  empeoraba  de  un  modo  palpable  y  mani- 
fiesto. Cierto  es  que  el  curso  primitivo  hacía  una  confusión  la- 
mentable entre  el  trabajo  académico  y  el  trabajo  pedagógico  ó 
profesional,  obligando  á  todos  los  instructores  que  enseñaban  una 
asignatura  á  exponer  sus  métodos  de  enseñanza.  Pero  es  indu- 
dable que  esa  misma  confusión  contribuía  á  dar  mayor  atractivo 
y  variedad  al  trabajo  de  la  Escuela,  porque  los  conferencistas,  al 
hablar  de  métodos  de  enseñanza,  entraban  en  un  terreno  de  ca- 
rácter práctico  que  encerraba  algún  interés  para  los  maestros. 
Pero  la  Orden  N"?  475  dio  á  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  un  carácter 
marcadamente  teórico:  cada  conferencista  se  había  de  limitar  á 
exponer  su  asignatura  en  todas  sus  partes;  y  un  instructor  espe- 
cial de  Métodos  tenía  á  su  cargo  20  conferencias,  que  no  alcanza- 
ban ni  con  mucho  para  abarcar  un  estudio  tan  largo  y  tan  minu- 
cioso. 

Los  defectos  de  la  reforma  se  echaron  de  ver  tan  pronto  como 
abrieron  sus  puertas  las  Escuelas  de  Verano,  el  día  9  de  ju- 
lio próximo  pasado.  Los  maestros  de  la  provincia  mostraron  el 
mayor  disgusto  cuando  llegó  el  momento  de  hacer  efectiva  la 
cuota  de  ingreso  en  las  Tesorerías  de  dichas  Instituciones.  Mu- 
chos carecían  de  recursos  con  que  realizar  el  pago  y  tuvieron  que 
acudir  á  la  usura  para  hacer  frente  á  la  situación.  No  pocos  invo- 
caron ó  fingieron  enfermedades,  para  eximirse  de  asistencia;  y 
como  en  multitud  de  casos  se  negó  la  autorización  que  reclama- 
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ban,  un  buen  grupo  de  maestros  llegó  á  la  Escuela  con  un  espíritu 
de  hostilidad  muy  fácil  de  percibir. 

Los  instructores  de  las  Escuelas  fueron,  por  regla  general,  los 
mismos  que  tomaron  parte  en  ella  durante  el  curso  de  1900.  Esto, 
unido  al  carácter  eminentemente  teórico  que  adquirió  la  Institu- 
ción con  la  reforma  de  19  de  noviembre  de  1900,  aumentó  el 
hastío  y  el  disgusto  con  que  el  público  escuchaba  las  conferencias, 
sobre  todo  en  la  Escuela  de  la  Habana.  Las  deficiencias  oratorias 
de  algunos  instructores  se  presentaron  de  bulto  en  esta  segunda 
audición  de  sus  conferencias;  y  aunque  hubo  algunos  de  ellos  que 
llegaron  á  gran  altura  y  dominaron  completamente  su  auditorio, 
la.  impresión  general  era  algún  tanto  desagradable. 

Contribuyó  en  extremo  á  fomentar  el  espíritu  de  hostilidad  que 
se  formó  contra  las  Escuelas  de  Verano,  el  hecho  de  haber  en  el 
periodismo  de  la  Habana  algunos  maestros  faltos  de  la  cultura  y 
la  experiencia  necesarias  para  juzgar  el  carácter  de  dichas  Insti- 
tuciones. En  aquella  ocasión  se  vio  palpablemente  todo  lo  que 
pueden  extraviar  el  juicio  de  muchos,  la  estrechez  de  miras  y  la 
falta  de  conocimientos  especiales  por  parte  de  los  que  se  erigen 
en  directores  de  la  opinión  pública. 

Algunos  periodistas  afirmaron  que  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  rea- 
lizaban una  obra  insensata,  porque  era  anti-higiénico  y  hasta  cri- 
minal asistir  á  conferencias  durante  los  meses  más  calurosos  del 
año.  Otros  sostuvieron  que  las  autoridades  escolares  trataban 
como  esclavos  á  los  maestros,  porque  los  obligaban  á  estudiar 
durante  las  vacaciones.  ISTo  faltó  quien  insinuó  la  idea  de  que 
dichas  Escuelas  eran  un  vasto  complot  para  explotar  al -Magisterio, 
fundándose  en  que  el  presupuesto  de  aquéllas  se  saldaba  con  un 
sobrante  enorme.  Por  último,  ya  inflamados  los  espíritus  y 
amontonados  contra  las  Escuelas  multitud  de  cargos,  un  grupo  de 
individuos,  los  más  extraños  por  completo  al  Magisterio,  conci- 
bieron el  propósito  de  hacerlas  fracasar  de  cualquier  modo.  Un 
periodista  se  hizo  célebre  en  aquella  campaña  de  odio  y  difama- 
mación,  pues  con  sus  artículos  violentos  y  agresivos  tuvo  en 
constante  alarma  á  todos  los  maestros  que  asistían  á  la  escuela 
de  la  Habana. 

Plan  de  Organización. — En  cumplimiento  de  lo  prevenido  en  la 
Ley  Escolar,  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes,  en  las  sesiones  que 
celebró  en  el  mes  de  noviembre  del  año  de  1900,  formuló  un  plan 
para  organizar  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  de  la  Isla  de  Cuba,  que  es 
al  que  se  refiere  el  Superintendente  de  la  Habana  en  el  extracto 
de  su  informe  que  se  acaba  de  insertar.  En  dicho  plan,  según 
lo  aprobó  el  Gobernador  Militar,  se  prescribía  que  las  Escuelas 
formales  de  Verano  funcionarían  en  las  capitales  de  provincia  y 
en  aquellos  lugares  en  que  fueren  debidamente  autorizadas,  y  que 
en  ellas  se  observaría  el  siguiente  Curso  de  Estudios: 

Métodos  de  Enseñanza 20  conferencias. 

Organización  de  Escuelas 3  " 
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Métodos  de  Enseñanza  del  Idioma  Inglés,  3  conferencias. 

La  Ley  Escolar  Vigente 2 

Pestalozzi,  Froebei,  Várela,  la  Luz 4 

Ideales  de  la  Educación   en  los  Estados 

Unidos  y  en  Cuba. 2 

Higiene  Escolar  y  Gasas-Escuelas (> 

Lenguaje  y  Gramática  Elemental 15 

Aritmética  Elemental , 15 

Geografía  universal  y  de  Cuba 15 

Historia  de  Cuba. 10 

Dibujo  Natural í> 

'Historia  Natural 15 

Instrucción  Cívica  Elemental (> 

Se  prescribía  que  los  conferencistas  debían  ser  maestros,  ca- 
tedráticos ú  otras  personas  de  reconocida  competencia  nombra- 
das por  el  Superintendente  de  Escuelas  de  la  Isla,  á  propuesta 
del  Provincial  respectivo,  y  que  á  dichos  conferencistas  se  pa- 
gase la  suma  de  cinco  pesos  por  cada  cada  conferencia.  Las  Es- 
cuelas de  Verano  debían  funcionar  durante  seis  semanas,  dándo- 
se en  ellas  cuatro  conferencias  diarias,  cada  una  de  las  cuales 
debería  durar,  por  lo  menos,  cuarenta  minutos  y  seguida  de  una 
discusión  de  veinte  minutos.  La  Ley  Escolar  vigente  declara 
que  los  maestros  en  función,  para  tener  derecho  al  cobro  de  su 
sueldo  durante  el  período  de  vacaciones,  tienen  que  asistir  á  las 
Escuelas  de  Verano. 

Número  de  Escuelas  Normales  de  Verano  que  se  Organizaron. — En 
el  verano  del  año  de  1900  se  organizaron,  de  acuerdo  con  el  plan 
á  que  me  refiero,  varias  Escuelas  en  cada  Provincia,  ascendiendo 
á  22  el  número  de  las  que  funcionaron  en  toda  la  Isla,  distribui- 
das de  la  siguiente  manera:  cuatro  en  la  Provincia  de  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  dos  en  la  de  Puerto  Príncipe,  seis  en  la  de  Santa  Clara, 
cuatro  en  la  de  Matanzas,  igual  número  en  la  de  la  Habana  y  dos 
en  la  de  Pinar  del  Eío. 

En  algunas  provincias  de  la  Isla,  especialmente  en  las  de  San- 
tiago de  Cuba,  Puerto  Príncipe  y  Pinar  del  Río,  los  medios  de  co- 
municación son  tan  malos  que  á  los  maestros  les  es  algo  penoso 
concurrir  á  las  Escuelas,  y,  sin  embargo,  la  asistencia  á  cada  una 
de  ellas  fué  muy  grande.  Sin  duda  alguna  que  el  hecho  de  que 
para  poder  cobrar  sus  sueldos  correspondientes  al  período  de  va- 
caciones era  preciso  asistir  á  las  Escuelas  de  Verano,  fué  la  cau- 
sa de  que  muchos  maestros  concurrieran  á  ellas,  pero  esto  apar- 
te, muchos  jóvenes  de  ambos  sexos,  que  se  estaban  preparando 
para  los  exámenes,  con  intención  de  ejercer  más  adelante  el  pro- 
fesorado, también  se  aprovecharon  de  este  curso  de  enseñanza. 
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Dichas  Escuelas  debieran  Organizarse  de  Manera  Mejor  y  más  Práctica. 
— La  organización  de  estas  Escuelas  fué  un  trabajo  casi  nuevo 
para  los  Superintendentes ,  Directores,  Conferencistas,  etc.,  y  si 
se  tiene  esto  en  cuenta,  la  organización  que  se  les  dio  y  las  ense- 
ñanzas que  en  ellas  se  dieron,  reflejan  crédito  sobre  las  personas 
que  realizaron  la  una  y  practicaron  las  otras,  pero  no  podrá  per- 
donarse á  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  si,  en  el  próximo  año, 
no  organiza  estos  establecimientos  de  manera  más  práctica  y  pro- 
vechosa. Las  Escuelas  de  Verano,  con  pocas  excepciones,  fueron 
establecidas  en  puntos  adecuados  é  instaladas  en  los  mejores  lo- 
cales que  se  pudieron  conseguir,  y  dotadas  del  material  necesario; 
los  conferencistas  fueron  escogidos  con  cuidado,  pero  la  falta  de 
conocimiento  de  los  Superintendentes  respecto  á  las  aptitudes  de 
los  maestros,  fué  causa  de  que  no  todos  los  nombramientos  de 
conferencistas  fueran  acertados.  La  comodidad  de  los  maestros 
fué  tenida  en  cuenta;  las  Escuelas  abrieron  sus  puertas  todas  el 
mismo  día  con  buena  asistencia,  notándose  entre  sus  alumnos, 
gran  interés  y  entusiasmo,  y,  con  una  ó  dos  excepciones,  todas 
funcionaron  durante  seis  semanas. 

La  Escuela  deVerano  de  la  Habana  Atacada  dura  é  Injustamente.— 
Con  la  excepción  de  la  Escuela  Normal  de  Verano  de  la  Habana, 
no  ocurrieron  incidentes  desagradables  de  ninguna  clase,  y  las 
críticas  que  se  produjeron  fueron  todas  inspiradas  en  el  deseo 
sano  y  muy  plausible  de  conseguir  el  mejoramiento  de  estas  ins- 
tituciones. La  Escuela  de  la  Habana  fué,  sin  embargo,  casi 
desde  el  primer  día  atacada  duramente  por  una  parte  de  la  pren- 
sa periódica.  'No  es  necesario  detallar  aquí  los  motivos  ó  causas 
de  esos  ataques;  pero  desde  luego  conviene  manifestar  que  casi 
todos  tuvieron  un  carácter  puramente  personal.  Fué  muy  de 
sentir  que  estos  ataques  ocurrieran  porque,  aún  cuando  su  jus- 
ticia nunca  fué  ni  por  un  solo  instante  reconocida,  á  la  postre, 
produjeron  mal  efecto  tanto  en  la  Escuela  misma  como  fuera  de 
la  ciudad  de  la  Habana,  donde  la  impresión  que  de  dicho  plan- 
tel se  forinó  fué  basada  en  la  lectura  de  esos  injustos  ataques. 
El  antagonismo  era  de  naturaleza  tal,  que  indicaba  muy  clara- 
mente que  los  autores  de  esos  ataques  se  habían  propuesto  que 
la  Escuela  Normal  de  Verano  de  la  Habana  fracasara,  y  estaban 
dispuestos  á  adoptar  cualquier  medida  que  produjera  ese  resul- 
tado. 

A  la  Escuela  de  Verano  de  la  Habana  asistieron  más  de  700 
maestros  y  como  era  natural,  entre  un  n limero  tan  crecido  de 
personas,  hubo  algunas  que  hicieron  causa  comíin  con  los  auto- 
res de  la  campaña  que  se  venía  haciendo,  dando  esto  por  resulta- 
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do  que  en  la  Escuela  no  se  observara  ni  la  disciplina  ni  el  orden 
debido.  Es  de  sentir  que  á  personas  tan  mal  intencionadas  se  les 
facilite  la  oportunidad  de  ocultar  sus  agravios  personales  ó  sus 
mezquinas  vanidades  bajo  la  capa  de  un  interés  que  no  son  capa- 
ces de  sentir  por  la  causa  de  la  enseñanza.  La  crítica  sana  es 
siempre  recibida  con  gusto  y  hasta  solicitada,  porque  es  la  crítica 
que  ayuda;  la  que  reconoce  lo  bueno;  la  que  señala  los  errores  ó 
defectos  que  existen  con  el  objeto  de  contribuir  al  mejoramiento 
del  actual  estado  de  cosas;  la  que  trata  de  que  se  obtengan  los 
mejores  resultados  de  una  situación  hasta  que  llegue  el  tiempo 
en  que  ella  pueda  cambiar. 

Organización  de  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  en  otilas  Partes  de  la  Isla — 
Debido  á  los  ataques  que  se  produjeron  contra  la  Escuela  Normal 
de  Verano  de  la  Habana,  visité  todas  las  que  funcionaron  en  la 
Provincia  de  Matanzas  y  algunas  de  las  establecidas  en  las  Pro- 
vincias de  Santa  Clara  y  Pinar  del  Río,  á  fin  de  darme  cuenta  de 
sus  respectivas  condiciones.  Con  una  sola  excepción,  todas  estas 
Escuelas  estaban  bien  dirigidas,  encontrándome  en  ellas  grupos 
de  maestros  muy  entusiastas  que  trabajaban  en  la  mayor  harmo- 
nía. Yo  iba  preparado  para  encontrar  cierta  desunión  y  cierta 
tendencia  á  la  crítica,  pero  sucedió  todo  lo  contrario,  quedando 
sumamente  complacido  del  entusiasmo  y  buena  voluntad  que  en 
todas  partes  observé.  De  los  Superintendentes  de  las  provincias 
restantes,  he  recibido  sobre  el  particular  buenos  informes  y  en  los 
los  que  forman  parte  de  este  volumen  se  refieren  favorablemente 
á  las  Escuelas  Normales  de  Verano. 

En  general,  los  resultados  obtenidos  de  las  Escuelas  de  Verano 
que  funcionaron  en  el  año  escolar  de  1900-1901  fueron  buenos, 
y  creo  que  excedieron  á  las  esperanzas  de  las  personas  que  las 
organizaron.  Durante  seis  semanas  tuvieron  los  maestros  de 
la  Isla  una  oportunidad  para  cambiar  ideas  entre  sí,  y  para  apro- 
vecharse el  uno  de  la  experiencia  y  conocimientos  del  otro;  los 
maestros  del  campo  pudieron  observar  los  métodos  empleados  por 
los  de  la  ciudad  y  éstos  los  de  aquéllos;  y  centenares  de  las  es- 
cuelas que  hoy  funcionan  en  la  Isla  han  ganado  mucho  á  con- 
secuencia de  los  conocimientos  adquiridos  por  sus  respectivos 
maestros  en  las  Escuelas  de.  Verano. 

La  Organización  Puede  ser  Mejor,  Sus  Defectos. — Aunque  me  mues- 
tro tan  satisfecho  de  los  resultados  obtenidos,  no  quiero  dar  á 
entender  que  considero  que  no  puedan  organizarse  mejor  estas 
Instituciones.  Al  tratar  de  las  Escuelas  de  Verano,  el  Superin- 
tendente Provincial  de  la  Habana  ha  incurrido  en  el  común  error 
de  confundir  el  plan  con  la  manera  en  que  fué  ejecutado,  conde- 
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nándolo,  porque  mal  llevado  á  la  práctica,  no  ha  dado,  en  su 
concepto,  buenos  resultados.  Las  Escuelas  de  Verano  de  1902 
deben  ser  muy  superiores  á  las  que  funcionaron  el  año  pasado,  y 
lo  serán.  Se  ha  tenido  oportunidad  de  observar  muchos  defectos 
en  la  manera  de  ejecutar  el  plan  de  organización  de  dichos  plan- 
teles, y  en  lo  futuro  se  les  organizará  bajo  una  base  más  práctica, 
pues  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  sin  duda  aprovechará  la  expe- 
periencia  adquirida  para  introducir  en  la  manera  de  ejecutar  el 
plan  á  que  me  re  ñero  las  modificaciones  necesarias.  Sean  las 
que  fueren  dichas  modificaciones,  debe  tratarse  principalmente 
de  organizar  estas  Escuelas,  de  manera  que  cada  maestro  tenga 
oportunidad  de  observar  los  métodos  de  enseñanza  empleados  por 
sus  compañeros,  6  para  demostrar  los  que  él  emplea. 

El  principal  defecto  de  las  Escuelas  del  año  pasado  consistió  en 
que  no  eran  lo  suficientemente  prácticas;  en  que  se  perdió  un 
tiempo  precioso  en  oir  largas  y  complejas  conferencias,  y  en  que 
se  dedicó  muy  poco  á  explicaciones  prácticas  de  como  deben  ense- 
ñarse las  sencillas  matetrias  que  se  enseñan  hoy  en  nuestras  es- 
cuelas públicas.  Estos  fueron  los  grandes  defectos  de  las  Escue- 
las Normales  de  Verano  del  año  de  1901,  defectos  que  se  notaron 
antes  de  que  expirase  el  curso;  pero  cuando  ya  era  demasisado 
tarde  para  introducir  cambios,  excepto  en  determinadas  Escuelas. 

El  maestro  de  Cuba  es,  por  regla  general,  un  niño  en  cuanto  á 
suma  de  conocimientos;  pero  por  poco  que  sepa,  siempre  sabe  más 
que  el  niño  de  quien  es  maestro,  siendo  lo  importante  enseñarle  á 
enseñar  las  materias  que  á  sus  alumnos  ha  de  explicar,  y  por  tal 
motivo  debiera  en  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  facilitársele  la  oportu- 
nidad de  adquirir  este  conocimiento;  En  nuestras  escuelas  pú- 
blicas se  puede  decir  que  no  hay  niños  pertenecientes  al  quinto 
grado,  por  lo  que  es  inoportuno  explicar  en  las  Escuelas  de  Vera- 
no ciertas  asignaturas,  mientras  á  nuestros  establecimientos  pú- 
blicos de  enseñanza  no  concurran  niños  en  condiciones  de  poder- 
las asimilar. 

Cómo  debieran  ser  Organizadas  las.  Escuelas  de  Verano.- — -El  éxito  de 
cualquier  Escuela  de  Verano  depende  tan  directamente  de  las 
aptitudes  de  su  Director  y  de  sus  conferencistas,  que  éstos  deben 
ser  escogidos  con  el  mayor  cuidado.  .  Para  el  año  próximo,  los 
Superintendentes  debieran  conocer  tan  íntimamente  á  los  maes- 
tros de  sus  respectivas  provincias,  que  será  para  ellos  tarea  fácil 
hacer  estos  nombramientos  con  acierto.  Por  otra  parte,  dichos 
directores  y  conferencistas  debieran  ser  nombrados  con  la  antela- 
ción suficiente  para  que  se  les  pueda  instruir  acerca  de  sus  res- 
pectivos deberes,  pues   es  muy   necesario   que   los  conferencistas 
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que  se  empleen  en  el  verano  del  año  escolar  de  1901-1902  sepan 
que  no  se  les  nombra  para  que  en  las  Escuelas  de  Verano  practi- 
quen efectos  de  retórica  ni  para  que  deleiten  al  auditorio  con 
párrafos  floridos  6  brillantes;  es  menester  que  sepan,  en  una  pa- 
labra, que  á  dichas  Escuelas  se  va,  no  á  cosechar  aplausos  obteni- 
dos con  períodos  efectistas,  sino  á  explicar  á  nuestros  maestros, 
de  manera  clara  y  sencilla,  las  materias  que  mañana  tendrán  éstos 
que  explicar  á  sus  alumnos. 

Cada  Escuela  de  Verano  debiera  tener  una  Escuela  Práctica 
como  parte  de  su  organización,  á  la  que  asistirían  niños  de  los 
cuatro  primeros  grados,  idea  que  me  parece  de  posible  realiza- 
ción. Desde  luego,  no  podrá  obligarse  á  ningún  niño  á  que  asista 
á  dichas  Escuelas  Prácticas,  pero  por  una  parte  el  deseo  de 
aprender  que  tienen  muchos  niños  y,  por  otra,  el  deseo  que  tie- 
nen muchos  padres  de  que  sus  hijos  aprendan,  creo  sean  suficien- 
tes para  conseguir  la  concurrencia  de  alumnos  á  dichas  Escuelas. 
La  sesión  escolar  diaria  puede  reducirse,  si  se  desea,  á  cuatro 
horas,  ó  puede  durar  menos  aún  si  fuere  conveniente.  ISTo  puede, 
en  mi  concepto,  idearse  otra  cosa  que  sea  de  tanto  valor  práctico 
para  los  maestros  que  asistan  á  las  Escuelas  de  Verano.  Dichas 
Escuelas  Prácticas,  bajo  la  dirección  de  un  hombre  inteligente, 
facilitarán  á  cada  maestro  una  oportunidad  de  practicar  sus  mé- 
todos y  de  ver  practicar  los  suyos  á  sus  compañeros. 

Los  Gastos  de  dichas  Escuelas  los  Pagan  los  Maestros.  Razones. — 
Los  gastos  de  las  Escuelas  Normales  de  Verano  fueron  sufragados 
por  los  maestros,  de  conformidad  con  lo  prescripto  en  el  artículo  99 
de  la  Ley  Escolar,  que  determina  que  todos  los  maestros  que  gozan 
de  un  sueldo  mayor  de  $50  al  mes,  deben  pagar  la  suma  de  $6; 
y  que  todos  los  que  disfrutan  de  un  sueldo  menor  de  $50  al  mes, 
deben  pagar  la  de  $3,  como  cuota  de  ingreso  á  sus  respectivas  Es- 
cuelas. Los  fondos  que  de  esta  manera  se  obtuvieron  fueron 
suficientes  para  cubrir  todos  los  gastos  de  las  diferentes  Escuelas^ 
y  ha  quedado  un  pequeño  sobrante  que  forma  un  fondo  de  re- 
serva para  el  sostenimiento  de  estos  planteles  en  años  venideros 
y  para  equiparlos  con  los  aparatos  y  el  material  necesarios. 
Este  precepto  de  la  Ley  Escolar  ha  sido  criticado  por  algunos, 
pero  indica  disposición  de  ánimo  tan  poco  justa  en  unos,  tan 
poco  generosa  en  otros,  que  es  agradable  manifestar  que  la  crí- 
tica no  ha  sido  general. 

Como  ya  se  ha  manifestado  en  este  informe,  hay  muy  pocos 
países  que  paguen  á  sus  maestros  sueldos  tan  crecidos  como  los 
que  paga  la  Isla  de  Cuba,  y  cuando  se  considera  la  actual  situa- 
ción económica  del  país,  es  una  sorpresa  para  todo  el  que  haya 
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estudiado  este  asunto  que  se  pueda  seguir  pagando  tan  crecidos 
sueldos.  Las  Escuelas  de  Verano  ofrecen  á  los  maestros  una 
oportunidad  para  aprender,  oportunidad  que  no  deben  desechar, 
y  cuando  se  piensa  en  que  los  enormes  gastos  del  sistema  escolar 
actual,  gastos  que  suman  varios  millones  al  año,  son  costeados 
todos  por  el  Tesoro  de  la  Isla,  el  que  facilita  á  miles  de  maestros 
buenos  sueldos  que  varían  éntrelas  sumas  de  $360  á  $1,200  anua- 
les, no  se  puede  menos  que  estimar  que  es  exigirles  bien  poco  que 
paguen  la  exigua  suma  de  tres  ó  de  seis  pesos  para  la  organiza- 
ción de  unos  establecimientos  de  enseñanza,  de  los  que  derivarán 
grandes  beneficios.  Exceptuando  pocos  casos,  dichas  sumas  han 
sido  satisfechas  puntual  y  gustosamente.  Las  quejas  de  algunos 
maestros  respecto  á  este  particular  son  merecedores  de  la  cen- 
sura más  severa  y,  desde  luego,  los  indica  como  personas  muy 
poco  dignas  de  ocupar  un  puesto  en  el  Magisterio  Público. 

Los  maestros  de  Cuba  gozan  de  la  excepcional  ventaja  de  co- 
brar sus  sueldos  durante  el  período  de  vacaciones,  ventaja  que 
en  muy  pocos  países  ni  se  piensa  conceder,  y  se  determinó  aquí 
que  disfrutasen  de  esa  gracia  con  el  objeto  de  que  tuviesen  los 
medios  de  sufragar  los  gastos  de  subsistencia,  de  locomoción,  etc. , 
que  pudiese  ocasionarles  su  asistencia  á  las  Escuelas  de  Verano. 

Empleo   de  Métodos  Defectuosos. — Mejobas. — 
Cunsos   de   Estudios. 

Establecimiento  de  los  Cursos  de  Estudios, — Hasta  hace  poco  tiem- 
po, el  principio  observado  en  las  escuelas  era  el  de  permitirle  á 
los  maestros  á  cargo  de  ellas,  libertad  completa  para  emplear  sus 
respectivos  métodos  de  enseñanza,  de  lo  que  resultaba  que  en  la 
gran  mayoría  de  los  casos,  no  se  empleaba  método  alguno.  Como 
se  ha  manifestado  varias  veces  en  este  Informe,  la  mayoría  de  los 
que  ejercían  el  profesorado,  eran  maestros  solamente  en  el  nom- 
bre, sin  práctica  en  la  enseñanza,  por  lo  que  hubiera  sido  mejor 
haberles  comunicado  algunas  ideas  acerca  de  cómo  se  enseña,  y 
no  abandonarlos  á  sus  propios  recursos.  Esta  falta  de  plan  y  de 
sistema,  esta  anarquía  en  la  enseñanza,  subsistió  hasta  que  en 
sus  sesiones  del  año  de  1900  la  Junta  de  Superintendentes  acor- 
dó la  publicación  de  una  Circular  intitulada  Cursos  de  Estudios  y 
Métodos  de  Enseñanza,  que  sirve  de  brújula  á  nuestros  maestros  y 
de  cuya  observancia  se  obtendrá  el  mismo  adelanto  y  eficacia  en 
las  escuelas  de  Baracoa  que  en  las  de  Guane,  autorizándonos  por 
tanto  para  conferir  á  nuestra  organización  la  dignidad  é  impor- 
tancia que  sugiere  la  palabra  "sistema."     Dichos  Cursos  de  Estii- 


319 

dios  se  hicieron  tan  completos  como  podían  serlo  bajo  las  cir- 
cunstancias, y  se  prepararon  con  el  objeto  de  corregir  de  la  ma- 
nera más  práctica  los  principales  abusos  que  se  cometían  en  el 
aula,  pues  los  Superintendentes  comprendieron  que  este  asunto 
demandaba  inmediata  atención,  y  sin  esperar  á  tener  más  expe- 
riencia para  poder  adoptar  un  plan  más  práctico,  hicieron  lo  que 
era  natural  y  lógico:  publicaron  desde  luego  los  Cursos,  dejando 
al  futuro  la  corrección  y  perfeccionamiento  de  la  obra.  Por  va- 
rias razones,  ya  se  había  demorado  mucho  la  resolución  de  este 
asunto  y  había  transcurrido  más  de  un  año  sin  que  en  ese  tiempo 
se  hubiere  intentado  cosa  alguna  para  conseguir  que  la  enseñanza 
en  nuestras  escuelas  fuese  dada  con  arreglo  á  un  plan.  Cada  lo- 
calidad, repito,  había  estado  casi  completamente  abandonada,  y 
loo  maestros  entregados  á  sus  propios  recursos. 

Adelantos  Obtenidos  en  Métodos  de  Enseñanza: — Pero  por  muy  ma- 
los que  hayan  sido  los  métodos  empleados  por  nuestros  maestros, 
no  debe  olvidarse  que,  á  pesar  de  la  pobre  ayuda  que  se  les  ha 
dado,  el  adelanto  que  han  alcanzado  durante  el  pasado  año  ha  si- 
do maravilloso.  El  lugar  donde  funciona  una  escuela  ya  no  se 
conoce  por  el  ruido  producido  por  las  voces  de  niños  estudiando 
•en  alta  voz  ó  cantando  sus  lecciones.  Ya  no  se  pierde  tanto  tiem- 
po valioso  en  aprenderse  de  memoria  páginas  enteras  de  los  li- 
bros de  texto.  Ya  no  se  ven  niñas  sentadas  todo  el  día  cosiendo 
ó  bordando  con  primor,  habilidades  que  no  les  serán,  dado  lo 
humilde  de  su  cuna,  de  un  valor  práctico  más  tarde.  En  aquel  en- 
tonces, las  escuelas  de  niñas  eran  simplemente  pequeños  talleres 
de  costura.  Esas  prácticas  ya  no  se  toleran,  y  los  maestros,  en 
general,  se  esfuerzan  por  emplear  en  sus  aulas  métodos  modernos, 
pero  no  todos  con  éxito. 

Sistema  de  Inspección,- — Sería  difícil  encontrar  una  colectividad 
tan  pronta  á  seguir  indicaciones  y  á  aprovecharse  de  un  ejemplo 
■como  los  maestros  cubanos.  Tan  cierto  es  lo  que  digo,  que  todos 
los  que  han  estudiado  este  asunto  opinan  que  lo  que  los  maes- 
tros necesitan  es  dirección  práctica  é  inspección  inteligente,  cosas 
ambas  que  ahora  se  les  facilita,   aunque  de  manera  imperfecta. 

Existe  en  cada  provincia  un  Superintendente,  pero  como  fun- 
cionan tantas  escuelas  en  las  diversas  provincias,  desde  300  en  la 
<le  Pinar  del  Blo  hasta  700  en  la  de  la  Habana,  le  es  casi  imposible 
á  dichos  funcionarios  inspeccionar  debidamente  todas  las  escuelas 
de  sus  respectivas  provincias.  El  establecimiento  de  un  sistema 
de  inspección  por  distritos  daría  de  seguro  espléndidos  resulta- 
dos. Durante  el  año  esta  idea  fué  estudiada  con  cuidado,  y  hasta 
llegó  á  prepararse  un  proyecto  de  Orden  estableciendo  la  referí- 
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da  inspección,  proyecto  que  fué  sometido  al  estudio  de  la  Junta 
de  Superintendentes  y  aprobado  por  dicha  Corporación.  El  plan 
consistía  en  dividir  la  Isla  en  Distritos,  y  en  nombrar  un  Super- 
intendente para  cada  uno  de  ellos,  haciéndose  la  división  de  ma- 
nera que  ninguno  de  estos  Superintendentes  tuviere  mayor  nú- 
mero de  escuelas  bajo  su  dirección  que  las  que  pudiere  fácilmen- 
te inspeccionar.  Este  plan,  aunque  no  abandonado  aún  del  todo, 
ha  sido  dejado  á  un  lado  hasta  que  haya  más  certeza  de  que  los 
Superintendentes  de  Distrito  que  se  nombren  sean  personas  real- 
mente competentes  para  esos  cargos.  Es  evidente  que  por  per- 
fecta que  sea  esta  idea  en  teoría,  (no  es  una  idea  nueva)  resulta- 
ría cosa  peor  que  inútil  si  no  es  inteligentemente  aplicada,  y  el 
éxito  depende,  desde  luego,  de  los  Superintendentes  que  se  nom- 
bren. Un  error  que  se  cometiere  en  el  nombramiento  de  estos> 
funcionarios,  daría  por  resultado  la  perpetuación  de  los  errores 
para  acabar  con  los  cuales  se  les  nombra.  La  cuestión  de  gas- 
tos no  es  muy  seria,  pues  se  reduce  á  gastar  algunos  miles  de  pe- 
sos más  al  año  para  conseguir  mejores  y  mayores  resultados  de 
lo  que  actualmente  se  gasta  en  la  enseñanza  popular.  Todo  pe- 
so que  se  invierta  en  proporcionar  inspección  inteligente  á  nues- 
tras escuelas  es  un  peso  muy  bien  gastado.  El  proyecto  de  que 
hablo  puede  llevarse  á  la  práctica  tan  pronto  como  haya  una  ra- 
zonable seguridad  de  que  se  conseguirá  un  personal  idóneo  para 
el  caso.  En  el  año  próximo,  se  pondrá  en  práctica  esta  idea  en 
los  distritos  urbanos  de  segunda  clase,  y  poco  á  poco  puede  ex- 
tenderse á  toda  la  Isla,  cuando  las  condiciones  sean  más  favo- 
rables. 

Los  Maestros  no  Conocen  el  Sistema  Simultáneo  de  Enseñanza. — 
Existe  entre  los  maestros  ignorancia  general  acerca  de  la  im- 
portancia de  la  enseñanza  colectiva.  Un  maestro  de  un  aula  de 
primer  grado,  á  la  que  asisten  de  30  á  50  alumnos  con  iguales  cono- 
cimientos, gasta  no  solamente  su  tiempo  y  sus  energías,  pero  tam- 
bién el  de  sus  alumnos  enseñándolos  uno  por  uno.  A  menudo  sucede 
que  el  día  transcurre  sin  que  haya  podido  ocuparse  de  algunos  alum- 
nos. Los  males  que  resultan  de  tal  ignorancia  son  tan  enormes  y  evi- 
dentes, que  es  casi  innecesario  mencionarlos"  aquí.  Una  vez  que 
las  escuelas  estén  graduadas,  es  de  importancia  suma  que  los 
maestros  empleen  el  método  colectivo  de  enseñanza,  porque,  de 
lo  contrario,  no  se  obtendrá  beneficio  alguno  de  la  graduación  de 
las  escuelas. 

Debiera  Dedicarse  más  Tiempo  al  Estudio. — En  ninguna  escuela  se 
han  dividido  las  horas  que  componen  la  sesión  escolar  diaria  en 
horas  para  el  estudio  y  en  horas  de  clase.  En  todas  nuestras  escuelas 
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se  dedica  muy  poco  tiempo  al  estudio  de  las  distintas  asignaturas 
y,  en  muchas,  ninguno.  Es  de  la  mayor  importancia  que  este  defec- 
to sea  corregido  inmediatamente.  Por  regla  general,  á  medida 
que  un  sistema  escolar  ha  progresado,  se  ha  aumentado  el  tiempo 
dedicado  al  estudio  de  las  materias  que  se  enseñan  en  las  escue- 
las. En  algunos  paises  se  dedica  al  estudio  la  tercera  parte  de  to- 
do el  tiempo  de  la  sesión,  en  otros  la  mitad,  y  á  veces  más  de  la 
mitad.  Para  esto  hay,  naturalmente,  que  tener  en  cuenta  la  edad 
y  suma  de  conocimientos  ó  grado  del  alumno,  pues  sería  absurdo 
exigirle  á  un  niño  de  seis  años  y  de  primer  grado,  que  concienzu- 
damente prepare  una  lección  cuando  apenas  si  sabe  leer;  pero  es 
igualmente  absurdo  suponer  que  los  niños  de  los  grados  más  ade- 
lantados aprenderán  á  pensar  por  sí  mismos,  si  no  se  les  abandona 
algún  tanto  á  sus  propios  recursos  durante  gran  parte  del  tiempo 
que  se  encuentran  en  la  escuela.  La  enseñanza  que  se  obtiene  de 
los  seis  á  los  diez  años,  es  preparación  muy  pobre  para  las  luchas 
de  la  vida.  Los  problemas  que  confrontan  á  los  alumnos  de  una 
escuela  son  insignificantes  comparados  con  los  que  más  tarde,  ya 
hombres,  tendrán  que  resolver,  probablemente  por  sí  solos;  y  si 
las  enseñanzas  que  obtiene  en  la  escuela  han  de  servirle  al  niño 
para  resolver  los  problemas  del  mañana,  debe  enseñársele,  desde 
el  momento  que  ingresa  en  la  escuela,  á  tener  confianza  en  sus 
propios  recursos,  á  ayudarse  á  sí  mismo.  En  muchas  de  nuestras 
escuelas  invierten  hoy  los  maestros  todo  el  tiempo  dedicado  á 
una  materia  en  explicarla,  haciendo  de  esta  manera  mucho  más 
difícil  su  labor  y  ocasionándoles  á  sus  alumnos  verdaderos  per- 
juicios. 

Mala  Inteligencia  acerca  de  los  Recreos. — El  tiempo  que  se  dedica, 
á  recreos  es  muy  corto;  debiera  ser  aumentado  y  dividido  en  pe- 
ríodos suficientemente  largos  para  que  puedan  los  alumnos  gozar 
de  los  benficios  de  los  recreos,  los  que  debieran  variar  en  dura- 
ción según  los  grados.  Eesultaría  inútil,  sin  embargo,  dedicar 
mayor  tiempo  á  recreos  si  los  maestros  continúan  empleando  dicho 
tiempo  en  la  manera  absurda  que  lo  emplean  actualmente.  El 
recreo,  como  su  nombre  indica,  tiene  por  objeto  la  diversión  del 
niño,  pero  el  niño  no  se  divertirá  si  durante  el  recreo  se  siente 
cohibido.  Actualmente  en  las  horas  de  recreo,  el  niño  hace  lo 
que  el  maestro  quiere,  y  no  lo  que  su  espíritu  juguetón  le  pide. 
No  exagero  al  calificar  de  cruel  esta  práctica,  que  es  uno  de  los 
mayores  abusos  que  se  cometen  en  nuestras  escuelas  públicas. 

En  buen  hora  que  el  maestro  haga  salir  del  aula  marchando  á 
sus  alumnos,  pero  desde  el  momento  en  que  éstos  lleguen  al  patio 
ó  lugar  de  recreo,  debe  permitírseles  que  se  diviertan  en  la  forma 
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que  desean,  hasta  que  llegue  la  hora  de  volver  á  clase.  Que  el 
niño  sepa  que  desde  el  momento  que  sale  de  su  aula  pueda  reto- 
zar, pero  que  desde  el  instante  en  que  se  le  llama  á  clase  el  retozo 
debe  cesar,  y  de  esta  manera,  en  vez  de  encontrarnos  en  las  aulas 
con  niños  de  inteligencia  dormida  y  poco  atentos  al  trabajo,  nos 
encontraremos  con  niños  de  inteligencia  viva  y  despierta. 

He  señalado  solamente  los  principales  defectos  de  los  métodos 
que  nuestros  maestros  emplean.  Algunos  de  ellos  pueden  ser 
corregidos  inmediatamente,  empleando  medidas  de  carácter  radi- 
cal. Hay  otros,  sin  embargo,  que  desaparecerán  solamente  con 
el  tiempo,  cuando  los  maestros  hayan  adquirido  más  conocimien- 
tos y  experiencia,  y  esto  viene  á  reforzar  lo  que  en  otro  capítulo 
manifiesto:  que  es  necesario  dedicar  una  parte  de  la  cantidad 
que  hoy  se  emplea  en  el  sostenimiento  del  sistema  escolar  en  pre- 
parar debidamente  á  nuestros  maestros  para  el  ejercicio  de  su 
profesión. 

La  Aplicación  de  los  Cursos  de  Estudios  Corregirá  dichos  Defectos. — 

Se  puede  manifestar  que  la  aplicación  de  los  Cursos  de  Estu- 
dios hará  más  para  corregir  gradualmente  los  defectos  apuntados, 
que  cualquiera  otra  de  las  medidas  hasta  la  fecha  adoptadas  por 
la  Junta  de  Superintendentes.  ]Ñb  hubo  tiempo,  en  el  año  esco- 
lar que  acaba  de  transcurrir,  para  aplicar  debidamente  los  men- 
cionados Cursos,  pero  se  están  haciendo  los  preparativos  necesa- 
arios  para  graduar  las  escuelas  tan  pronto  comience  el  nuevo  año. 

Las  estadísticas  del  año  escolar  á  que  este  informe  se  refiere, 
no  contienen  dato  alguno  respecto  al  número  de  niños  en  los  dis- 
tintos grados.  Sin  embargo,  por  las  visitas  de  inspección  que  he 
practicado  y  por  informes  de  determinados  funcionarios,  puedo 
manifestar  que  de  los  180,000  niños  que  concurren  á  nuestras  es- 
cuelas, muy  pocos  se  encuentran  en  grados  superiores  al  cuarto 
grado,  y  que  la  gran  mayoría  de  ellos  se  encuentran  en  los  tres 
primeros  grados,  á  pesar  de  que  casi  la  mitad  de  dichos  alumnos 
tienen  10  años  de  edad.  Nada  demuestra  más  gráficamente 
lo  abandonada  que  estaba  la  enseñanza  popular  en  Cuba  antes 
del  establecimiento  del  actual  sistema.  *  El  primer  grado,  ó  para 
hablar  con  más  propiedad,  lo  que  será  el  primer  grado  en  nues- 
tras escuelas  cuando  éstas  queden  graduadas,  tendrá  miles  de 
niños  de  10  á  12  años  de  edad,  no  porque  sean  niños  torpes,  sino 
porque  hasta  el  año  pasado  no  se  les  había  presentado  una  opor- 
tunidad de  educarse. 

En  los  primeros  meses  del  año  escolar  entrante  deberán  quedar 
todas  las  escuelas  de  la  Isla  graduadas  con  arreglo  á  un  sistema, 
y  podrá  entonces  ser  posible  dar  con  toda  exactitud  el  número  de 
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niños  en  cada  grado.  La  labor  de  graduar  las  escuelas  será  en 
extremo  difícil,  pero  el  Superintendente  de  Escuelas  de  la  Isla  ha 
pedido  autorización  para  nombrar  un  Inspector  Pedagógico  para 
cada  provincia,  cuyo  deber  será  ir  de  distrito  en  distrito  y  gra- 
duar personalmente  las  escuelas.  Los  Superintendentes  Provin- 
ciales con  estos  auxiliares  podrán  terminar  la  graduación  en 
pocos  meses,  pudiendo  entonces  un  alumno  de  un  aula  de  primer 
grado  situada  en  Maisí  ingresar  en  un  aula  de  igual  grado  situada 
en  San  Antonio,  si  á  este  punto  se  trasladara. 

Modificaciones  que  Debieran  Introducirse  en  los  Cursos  de  Estudios. 
Razones. — La  experiencia  ha  demostrado  que,  como  era  natural, 
en  la  preparación  de  los  Cursos  de  Estudios  se  habían  cometido  al- 
gunos errores,  por  lo  que  resulta  conveniente  modificarlos  en  parte. 
El  niño  cubano  es  muy  vivo  y  aprende  con  facilidad,  pero  el  me- 
dio ambiente  en  que  se  encuentra  no  es  de  lo  más  adecuado  para 
que  pueda  aprovecharse  debidamente  del  tiempo  que  asiste 
á  una  escuela,  especialmente  en  el  primero  y  hasta  en  el  se- 
gundo año.  Muchos  de  los  niños  que  concurren  á  las  escuelas 
públicas  proceden  del  campo,  y  los  años  que  han  vivido  antes  de 
ingresar  en  la  escuela  han  sido  intelectualmente  perdidos  á  causa 
del  indiferentismo  ó  ignorancia  de  sus  padres  que  no  tienen  con- 
ciencia del  deber  en  que  se  encuentran  de  educar  á  sus  hijos. 
Es  cierto  que  en  Cuba  no  han  funcionado  los  Kindergarten, 
pero  lo  mismo  sucede  en  otros  países.  Allí,  sin  embargo,  la  casa, 
el  hogar  del  niño  desempeña  el  papel  de  un  Kindergarten,  lo 
cual  en  Cuba  no  sucede,  y  por  esta  razón  durante  el  primer  año, 
ó  cosa  así,  que  un  niño  cubano  asiste  á  la  escuela  no  se  le  puede 
recargar  con  el  estudio  de  muchas  asignaturas.  Me  temo  que  los 
autores  de  los  Cursos  de  Estudios,  á  que  me  refiero,  han  confiado 
mucho  en  la  viveza  de  los  escolares  de  los  dos  primeros  grados,  de- 
bido á  lo  cual  es  excesivo  el  número  de  materias  que  abrazan  dichos 
grados.  El  problema  de  hacer  en  debida  forma  unos  Cursos  de 
Estudios,  consiste  en  medir  la  aptitud  del  alumno  y  en  asignar- 
le un  trabajo  que  en  vista  de  esa  aptitud  pueda  fácilmente  reali- 
zar. Una  vez  determinada  la  cantidad  de  trabajo  que  se  le  pue- 
de asignar  á  los  niños  de  los  distintos  grados,  queda  únicamente 
por  resolver  cuales  son  los  conocimientos  de  importancia  más  prác- 
tica para  el  alumno;  es  decir,  los  que  le  servirán  más  tarde  pa- 
ra hacer  una  vida  honrada  y  útil.  Unos  Cursos  de  Estudios 
tienen ,  necesariamente,  que  llenar  las  necesidades  del  mo- 
mento. ISTo  pueden  ser  nunca  tan  perfectos  que  se  ajusten 
á  un  estado  de  cosas  que  tiene,  por  fuerza,  que  variar  casi  cons- 
tantemente; lo  que  es  especialmente  cierto  en   este  país,  donde  el 
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estado  de  las  escuelas  públicas  varía  con  mucha  rapidez.  Desde 
la  fecha  en  que  se  publicaron  los  Cursos  de  Estudios  ,  la  situación 
ha  cambiado  y  seguirá  cambiando  hasta  que  no  se  normalice. 
Será  preciso,  pues,  en  virtud  de  la  experiencia  que  se  adquiera  y 
de  las  mejoras  que  se  obtengan,  modificar  en  determinados  parti- 
culares los  referidos  Cursos  de  Estudios,  y  durante  estos  primeros 
años,  en  que  las  condiciones  varían  tan  visiblemente,  será  preci- 
so introducir  esas  modificaciones  más  de  una  vez  al  año.  Es  tan 
fácil  hacer  esto  y  adaptarse  á  las  necesidades  del  momento,  y 
sería  tan  perjudicial  dejar  de  la  mano  este  asunto,  que  no  veo 
razón  alguna  por  qué  á  particular  tan  importante  no  se  le  preste 
la  atención  que  requiere.  Las  condiciones  actualmente  son  muy 
especiales.  La  gran  mayoría  de  los  180,000  nifíos  que  concurren 
á  nuestras  escuelas  públicas  lo  hicieron  por  primera  vez  al  esta- 
blecerse el  actual  sistema  escolar  hace  dos  años.  Así  es  que  no 
han  tenido  más  que  dos  anos  de  escuela,  y  los  que  ingresaron  el 
año  pasado  no  han  tenido  más  que  un  año  de  estudio,  por  lo  que 
casi  todos  se  encuentran  en  los  tres  primeros  grados.  Algunos 
que  habían  tenido  oportunidad  de  aprender  algo  durante  el  anti- 
guo régimen,  se  encuentran  en  los  grados  cuarto  y  quinto.  Ac- 
tualmente los  Cursos  comprenden  los  seis  primeros  grados,  pero 
oportunamente  le  serán  adicionados  los  restantes.  Las  diferen- 
cias que  necesariamente  han  de  notarse,  debido  á  condiciones  de 
carácter  local,  en  el  adelanto  respectivo  de  los  alumnos  no  son 
todavía  apreciables.  Nuestro  ideal  es  conseguir  el  mismo  ade- 
lanto en  una  provincia  que  en  otra;  en  el  campo  lo  mismo  que  en 
los  pueblos  y  ciudades;  y  si  se  trata  constantemente  de  obte- 
ner este  resultado  sería  posible  evitar,  en  parte,  la  deplorable 
inferioridad,  que  tanto  se  nota  en  otros  países,  de  las  escuelas 
rurales  cuando  se  las  compara  con  las  que  funcionan  en  las  ciuda- 
des. De  año  en  año  esta  diferencia  será  más  ó  menos  notable,  se- 
gún los  esfuerzos  que  se  hagan  para  reducirla.  ISTo  tenemos  en  la 
actualidad  más  que  unos  Cursos  de  Estudios  para  toda  la  Isla,  que 
sirven  lo  mismo  para  la  ciudad  de  la  Habana  que  para  el  Distrito 
Municipal  de  Baracoa  en  el  extremo  oriental  de  la  Isla.  Esto  no 
puede  continuar  durante  largo  tiempo.  Aunque  los  Cursos  de 
Estudios  deben  ser  hechos  de  manera  que  sea  igual  el  adelanto 
en  todas  las  partes  de  la  Isla,  y  de  que  no  se  retrase  á  los  distri- " 
tos  más  progresistas,  sería  un  grave  error  no  hacer  cambios 
cuando  es  evidente  la  necesidad  de  ellos. 
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Becas  para  Maestras. 

Arreglos  hechos  con  la  Escuela  Normal  de  New  Paltz. — En  el  primer 
volumen  de  esta  Memoria  se  puso  de  manifiesto  lo  impracticable 
|ue  era  organizar  Escuelas  Normales  en  la  Isla  de  Cuba  en  los 
iiomentos  actuales,  y  lo  conveniente  que  resultaría  hacer  arre- 
glos con  Escuelas  Normales  de  prestigio  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  á 
fin  de  que  éstas  recibiesen  un  número  de  estudiantes  cubanos. 
La  enseñanza  que  se  obtiene  en  Escuelas  Normales  les  hace  suma 
falta  á  los  maestros  de  la  Isla,  y  este  ha  sido  uno  de  los  proble- 
mas más  difíciles  cuya  resolución  se  ha  intentado. 

Muy  á  principios  del  año  empecé  una  correspondencia  con  al- 
gunas de  las  mejores  escuelas  normales  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
manifestándoles  que  eran  mis  deseos  llegar  á  un  arreglo  mediante 
el  cual  se  admitieran  alumnos  cubanos  en  esas  escuelas.  Las 
respuestas  que  obtuve  fueron  diversas;  algunas  satisfactorias  y 
otras  no.  El  mayor  número  de  dichas  escuelas  no  podía  pro- 
porcionar profesores  que  supieran  el  castellano,  ni  disponía  de 
local  suficiente  para  facilitar  alojamiento  á  las  alumnas,  cosas  am- 
bas consideradas  de  absoluta  necesidad.  Por  último  se  llegó  á 
un  convenio  con  el  Sr.  Myron  T.  Scudder,  Director  de  la  Escuela 
Normal  de  New  Paltz,  Estado  de  Nueva  York,  quien  se  compro- 
metió á  recibir  un  número  de  cincuenta  á  setenta  y  cinco  alum- 
nas, celebrándose  oportunamente  el  correspondiente  contrato, 
después  de  ser  aprobado  el  proyecto  por  el  Sr.  Secretario  de  Ins- 
trucción Pública  y  por  el  Sr.  Gobernador  Militar.  En  el  contra- 
to se  estipula  que  los  alumnas  asistirán  durante  un  año  á  la  es- 
cuela, ó  durante  dos,  si  el  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  re- 
solviere  dar  esta  duración  al  curso.  Las  alumnas  cubanas  han 
de  gozar  de  las  mismas  ventajas  y  privilegios  que  disfrutan  las 
demás  que  á  dicha  Escuela  asistan.  En  lo  posible,  estarán  bajo 
la  dirección  de  profesores  que  sepan  el  idioma  castellano.  Por  ca- 
da alumna  se  paga  $1.75  por  enseñanza  y  $4.25  por  manutención, 
lavado,  y  gastos  incidentales.  Las  cantidades  mencionadas  son 
semanales.  Las  alumnas  proceden  de  las  distintas  provincias  de 
la  Isla  y  fueron  sometidas  á  un  riguroso  examen  mental  y  físico, 
nombrándose  á  las  que  obtuvieron  el  mayor  número  de  puntos. 
Se  celebró  un  contrato  con  cada  alumna  por  el  cual  ella  se  com- 
promete á  asistir  durante  uno  ó  dos  años  á  la  Escuela  Normal  de 
New  Paltz,  y  á  prestar  servicios  en  las  escuelas  públicas  de  Cuba 
durante  no  menos  de  dos  años  después  de  graduarse,  con  un  suel- 
do que  no  será  menor  de  $75.00  mensuales.  En  cambio,  á  cada 
alumna  se  le  pagará  un  sueldo  de  $20.00  al  mes,    á  partir   de  la 
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fecha  en  que  se  embarque  para  los  Estados  Unidos,  pagándosele 
también  sus  gastos  de  viaje  de  ida  y  de  regreso  y  los  demás  gas- 
tos de  enseñanza,  manutención,  alojamiento,  etc. ,  ya  menciona- 
dos al  tratar  del  contrato  celebrado  con  la  Escuela.  La  cantidad 
que  cada  alumna  costará  anualmente  al  Tesoro  de  la  Isla  es  de 
$550.00.  No  conozco  ningún  otro  caso  de  tanta  generosidad  por 
parte  de  un  gobierno,  ni  de  que  ningún  otro  proyecto  semejante 
para  el  adelanto  de  la  Instrucción  Pública  se  haya  nunca  rea- 
lizado. 

Número  de  Alumnas  en  la  Referida  Escuela. — Hasta  el  presente, 
no  se  puede  hacer  declaración  alguna  respecto  á  los  resultados  de 
este  plan  que  todavía  puede  considerarse  como  un  experimento. 
Se  nombraron  sesenta  alumnas,  procedentes  de  las  distintas  pro- 
vincias de  la  Isla,  en  la  forma  siguiente:  13  de  la  de  Santiago  de 
Cuba;  1  de  la  de  Puerto  Príncipe;  4  de  la  de  Santa  Clara;  10  de 
la  de  Matanzas;  30  de  la  de  la  Habana  y  2  de  la  de  Pinar  del 
Río.  Se  embarcaron  para  los  Estados  Unidos  de  tres  puertos 
distintos  en  la  forma  que  á  continuación  se  expresa: 

El  día  7  de  septiembre  de  1901  salieron  veinte  y  nueve  alum- 
nas por  el  puerto  de  la  Habana;  el  14  del  propio  mes  se  embar- 
caron trece  alumnas  en  el  puerto  de  Santiago  de  Cuba  y  trece 
más  salieron  del  de  la  Habana  el  28  del  referido  mes.  Cinco  de 
las  maestras  que  habían  asistido  al  curso  de  verano  de  la  Uni- 
versidad de  Harvard  fueron  directamente  de  dicho  punto  á  ISTew 
Paltz.  El  primer  grupo  llegó  á  New  Paltz  el  día  27  de  agosto  y 
el  último  el  día  1?  de  octubre.  Las  alumnas  fueron  acompa- 
ñadas durante  el  viaje  á  los  Estados  Unidos  por  señoras  de  con- 
fianza (chaperons)  á  cuyo  cargo  permanecerán  mientras  estén  en 
la  Escuela.  El  Sr.  Eduardo  Morales  de  los  Ríos,  encargado  de 
la  excursión  á  Harvard,  acompañó  á  las  maestras  que  de  dicha 
Universidad  fueron  á  ISTew  Paltz,  y  permaneció  en  este  lugar 
hasta  después  de  la, llegada  del  último  grupo.  Debido  á  la  seve- 
ridad de  los  exámenes,  y  al  cuidado  que  al  asunto  se  prestó,  pudo 
escogerse  un  número  de  alumnas  muy  inteligentes  y  de  porvenir. 
Se  expresan  sus  nombres  á  continuación: 

NOMBRES.  PROCEDENCIA. 

Acosta,  Raquel -  Habana. 

Acosta,  Sara ., 

Anders,  Rosa Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Aguiar,  Carmen Habana. 

Aguiar  .Mercedes ,, 

Andricaín,  América Cárdenas. 

Aymé,  Julia ,, 

Arteaga,  Caridad Habana. 

Aranda,  Josefa ,, 
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NOMBRES.  PROVINCIA. 


Badue,  Elisa Santiago  de  Cuba. 

BetancoUrt,  Emelina Matanzas. 

Beracierto,  Bertha ,, 

I        Blay,  María  Alicia Habana. 

V        Caro,  María Santiago  de  Cuba. 

i,        Carrillo,  María  Josefa Remedios. 

í        Canals,  Aquilina Santiago  de  Cuba 

*  Centurión,  Dolores.... Habana. 

i         Cifuentes,  Isabel Santiago  de  las  Vegas. 

¡        Cruz,  Carmen Santiago  de  Cuba. 

I        Díaz,  Consuelo Cárdenas. 

>         Díaz,  Hortensia Habana. 

j*        Drake,  Sarah Matanzas. 

I        Estañol,  Antonia banta  Clara. 

?        Galdós,  Flora Habana. 

i"        Garrido,  Amanda Santiago  de  Cuba. 

González  del  Valle,  Ada Habana. 

1         González,  María  M Cárdenas. 

González,  Buenaventura Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Guerra,  Dolores Puerto  Príncipe. 

Infante,  Rafaela Santiago  de  Cuba. 

!         Larrinaga,  María  F 4 Habana. 

v       L'Enfant,  Josefa Santiago  de  Cuba. 

I        Martínez,  Isabel ,,                   ,, 

;        Menéndez,  Consuelo Matanzas. 

•i        Méndez,  María Habana. 

;         Morales,  María Matanzas. 

t        Olazábal,  Elisa Santiago  de  Cuba. 

\        Padilla,  María  Teresa Habana. 

Payrol,  Mariana Santa  Clara. 

?        Pérez,  Francisca Habana. 

¡        Pelligero,  Carmen Santiago  de  las 

Pino,  María  Ana Habana. 

Planas,  Herminia ,, 

Planas,  Regina ,, 

I        Portillo,  Eulalia  del ,, 

;;        Poncet,  Margarita Guanabacoa. 

Pujáis,  Caridad Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Restoy,  María Habana. 

í        Rionda,  Gertrudis  déla. Pinar  del  Río. 

i        Rionda,  Susana  de  la ,,              „ 

'.       San  Juan,  Concepción Habana. 

r       Sánchez,  María  M ,, 

Sardinas,  Aurelia ,, 

•  Somodevilla,  Esperanza '. Santiago  de  Cuba. 

j        Sotolongo^María  C Cienfuegos. 

¡¿        Suárez,  Rita  María Habana. 

I        Torrens,  María Matanzas. 

|        Valle  Vda.  de  López,  Rosa Habana. 

<        Ventura,  Clara  María ,, 

1        Yánez,  Ana ,. 


L  El  Experimento  un  Éxito. — Aunque  no  se  pueden  dar  infor- 
|mes  exactos  acerca  del  resultado  de  este  experimento,  todo  indu- 
Ice  á  creer  que  será  de  resultados  positivos ,  no  sólo  para  las  alum- 
fnas,  sino  para  el  sistema  escolar  en  general,  pues  hasta  la  fecha 
ínada  ha  ocurrido  que  no  sea  en  sentido  halagador.  El  entusias- 
¡mo  desplegado  por  el  señor  Scudder,  Director  de  la  referida  Es- 
I  cuela  Normal,  desde  el  primer  momento  en  que  traté  con  él  sobre 
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el  particular ,  es  la  mejor  prueba  de  que  no  habrá  motivos  pa?a 
sentir  el  haber  llevado  á  la  práctica  el  proyecto.  La  realización 
del  plan  presentaba  muchisimas  dificultades,  de  las  cuales  casi 
todas  tenían  que  ser  estudiadas  y  resueltas  por  el  referido  señor 
Scudder,  quien  desempeñó  su  cometido,  que  consistía,  principal* 
mente  en  tomar  todas  las  medidas  para  conseguir  la  comodidad 
cuidado  y  enseñanza  de  las  alumnas,  de  la  manera  más  satisfac- 
toria.  De  las  alumnas,  un  número  bastante  crecido  conoce  el 
idioma  inglés  con  más  ó  menos  perfección,  y  á  éstas  les  será  fácil 
estudiar  los  cursos  establecidos  en  la  Escuela,  al  igual  que  las  de- 
más alumnas.  Para  aquéllas  que  no  conocen  el  idioma  se  han 
nombrado  dos  profesoras  conocedoras  de  la  lengua  castellana,  á 
fin  de  que  su  enseñanza  en  ciertas  asignaturas  no  sufran  inte- 
rrupción  mientras  estén  aprendiendo  el  inglés.  Se  desea,  sin 
embargo,  que  pasado  cierto  tiempo,  todas  las  clases  se  den  en  es- 
te último  idioma.  Se  les  enseña,  además  de  las  asignaturas  que 
comprende  el  curso  de  estudios  de  la  Escuela,  las  de  Kindergar- 
ten, Trabajos  Manuales,  Educación  Física  y  el  Arte  de  Cocinar. 
ISTo  se  podrá  determinar  si  estas  alumnas  permanecerán  dos  años 
en  la  Escuela  hasta  de  aquí  á  algún  tiempo,  dependiendo  esta 
resolución  del  progreso  que  hayan  hecho  en  el  idioma  inglés.  Yo 
creo  que  es  muy  conveniente  que,  en  cualquier  caso,  el  curso  no 
sea  menor  de  dos  años,  y  confío  en  que  el  experimento  tenga  el 
éxito  suficiente  para  que  se  le  continúe,  estableciendo  becas 
anuales  para  25  ó  30  jóvenes  cubanas. 

Becas  para  Maestros. 

Resolución  de  la  Asamblea  Legislativa  del  Estado  de  Connecticut. — 
A  petición  de  esta  Oficina,  la  Junta  do  Educación  del  Estado  de 
Connecticut  presentó  un  proyecto  de  Ley  á  la  Asamblea  Legisla- 
tiva, á  fin  de  permitirles  á  maestros  cubanos  que  asistan  á  las  es- 
cuelas normales  de  dicho  Estado,  gozando  de  los  -mismos  privi- 
legios que  los  alumnos  procedentes  del  mismo.  Poco  tiempo  des- 
pués se  recibió  la  carta  que  copio  á  continuación,  por  la  que  se 
verá  que  dicha  Asamblea  tomó  sobre  el   particular  un  acuerdo 

favorable. 

Hartford,  11  de  julio  de  1901. 

Señor  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Habana. 
Señor: 

La  Asamblea  Legislativa  del  Estado  de  Connecticut,  en  recien- 
te sesión,  ha  acordado  permitirle  como  una  gracia  especial  á  cin- 
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cuenta  maestros  cubanos,  que  asistan  á  las  Escuelas  Normales  del 
astado,  bajo  las  mismas  condiciones  que  los  residentes  en  el  mis- 
íipao.  En  mi  carta  de  fecha  11  de  mayo  le  manifiesto  detalladamen- 
te cuáles  son  dichas  condiciones.  En  general,  no  se  cobrará  nada 
[por  la  enseñanza  ni  por  los  libros,  y  se  puede  obtener  alojamiento 
por  la  suma  de  $4.00  á  $6.00  á  la  semana.  Si  Ud.  desea  prestar  al 
asunto  mayor  estudio,  gustosamente  le  proporcionaré  los  datos 
que  necesite.  Me  figuro  que  sería  más  conveniente  que  la  mayor 
parte  de  los  cincuenta  estudiantes  ingresaran  en  una  de  las  escue- 
las más  pequeñas,  pero  cuyos  profesores  y  equipo  son  iguales  á 
los  de  las  demás. 

De  Ud.  atentamente, 

Charles  D.  Hiñe, 

Secretario. 


Las  Escuelas  del  Estado  de  Connecticut  son  cuatro,  establecí- 
das  en  los  puntos  siguientes:  la  nombrada  ''The  Bridgeport 
Training  School,77  en  Bridgeport;  y  las  otras  tres,  cada  una  de 
las  cuales  es  denominada  ¿íThe  State  Normal  Training  School/' 
en  New  Britain,  New  Haven  y  Willimantic. 

Proyecto  para  establecer  Becas  en  las  Escuelas  de  Connecticut. — Hasta 
la  fecha,  no  ha  sido  posible  aprovecharse  de  la  generosa  oferta  de 
la  Asamblea  Legislativa  de  Connecticut,  y  de  la  Junta  de  Educa- 
ción del  Estado,  pero  el  asunto  se  está  estudiando  con  todo  cui- 
dado á  fin  de  determinar  cual  sería  el  plan  más  práctico  y  el  que 
produciría  mejores  resultados.  Yo  personalmente  me  inclino  al 
proyecto  de  establecer,  becas  para  un  limitado  número  de  maestros 
cubanos,  que  gozarán  de  ventajas  semejantes  á  las  concedidas  á 
las  alumnas  de  la  Escuela  Normal  de  New  Paltz,  pero  como  se 
trata  de  hombres  los  arreglos  necesarios  serían  cosa  mucho  más 
sencilla  de  realizar.  Los  estudiantes  cubanos  estarán  bajo  el  mismo 
pie  que  los  demás  alumnos  de  la  Escuela.  Podría  pagárseles  los  gas- 
tos de  viaje  de  ida  y  de  regreso  y  un  corto  sueldo  mientras  asistan 
á  la  Escuela.  Con  este  sueldo,  y  las  cantidades  que  puedan  recibir 
de  sus  familias,  tendrán  suficiente  para  pagar  todos  sus  gastos  de 
lavado,  comida,  alojamiento  etc.  Estos  gastos  no  podrán  exceder 
de  la  suma  de  $  5.00  á  la  semana,  pues  la  enseñanza  no  les  costa- 
rá nada.  En  compensación  podría  obligárseles  á  que  asistan  con 
regularidad  á  la  Escuela  durante  un  período  que  no  debiera  ser 
menor  de  dos  años,  y  á  prestar  servicios  en  las  escuelas  públicas  de 
Cuba  durante  un  tiempo  determinado  mediante  un  sueldo  que  no 
debiera  ser  menor  de  cierta  cantidad.  La  diferencia  principal  entre 
este  arreglo  y  el  hecho  con  la  Escuela  Normal  de  New  Paltz  con- 
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siste  en  que  dicha  Escuela  facilita  á  las  alumnas  comida,  aloja- 
miento  y  lavado  de  ropa  á  expensas  del  Tesoro  de  la  Isla,  mien- 
tras que  los  que  asistan  á  la  Escuela  de  Connecticut  tendrán 
que  costearse  estos  gastos.  La  mayor  libertad  de  acción  de  que 
gozan  los  hombres  hace  que  este  arreglo  sea  más  conveniente. 
Se  podrían  establecer  25  ó  30  becas  anuales  de  que  disfrutarían 
los  que  tuvieren  mayor  número  de  puntos  en  exámenes  que  al 
efecto  podrían  verificarse  en  las  distintas  provincias  de  la  Isla. 
Si  á  cada  alumno  se  le  obliga  á  que  asista  durante  dos  años  á  la 
Escuela  habrá  siempre,  después  del  primer  año,  de  cincuenta  á 
sesenta  alumnos  cubanos  asistiendo  con  regularidad  á  Escuelas 
Normales.  Si  se  le  asigna  á  cada  alumno  un  sueldo  de  $  20,  y 
se  le  pagan  los  gastos  de  viaje  de  ida  y  de  regreso  y  otros  de  me- 
nor importancia  en  que  pueda  incurrir,  le  costará  al  Estado  anu- 
almente cada  alumno  la  suma  de  $  325.00,  poco  mas  ó  menos. 
Los  gastos  personales  absolutamente  necesarios  del  estudiante 
durante  las  cuarenta  semanas  de  que  consta  el  curso  escolar  as- 
cenderían, aproximadamente,  á  la  cantidad  de  $  200.00,  á  razón 
de  $5  por  semana,  gastos  que  fácilmente  podría  cubrir  con  su  suel- 
do, que  asciende  á  la  cantidad  de  $  240.00  al  año.  Sus  gastos  de 
vestir,  etc. ,  podría  sufragarlos  con  el  dinero  que  hubiere  podido 
ahorrar  de  su  sueldo  de  maestro. 

Condiciones  Necesarias  para  que  dicho  Proyecto  pueda  Llevarse  á  la 
Práctica. — La  gran  mayoría  de  los  estudiantes  americanos  que 
concurren  á  las  escuelas  normales  son  hombres  y  mujeres 
jóvenes  que  se  educan  de  esta  manera,  con  la  diferencia  de  que 
no  reciben  sueldo  alguno  mientras  asisten  á  la  escuela,  y,  sin  em- 
bargo, les  es  posible  costearse  su  educación  con  lo  que  han  aho- 
rrado mientras  han  funcionado  como  maestros,  y  eso  que  reciben 
sueldos  mucho  menores  que  los  que  generalmente  disfrutan  los 
maestros  cubanos.  Muchos  de  ellos  pagan  sus  gastos  desempe- 
ñando diversos  puestos  que  solamente  requieren  el  empleo  del 
tiempo  que  tienen  libre  los  alumnos.  Se  encuentran  hoy  en  los 
Estados  Unidos  á  veintenas  de  hombres  y  mujeres  que  se  han 
educado  de  esta  manera,  ocupando  importantes  puestos  en 
todos  los  ramos  de  la  vida  pública  y  privada,  y  las  lecciones  de 
confianza  en  sí  mismos  y  de  economía  que  han  aprendido  en  su 
juventud  son  las  bases  de  esos  rasgos  característicos  que  tanto  se 
admiran  en  la  raza  anglosajona. 

Creo  con  toda  confianza  que  si  se  les  presenta  esta  oportunidad 
á  los  maestros  de  Cuba,  que  muchos  la  aprovecharán,  aunque  ad- 
mito que  la  mayoría  no  tendrá  el  valor  ni  la  determinación  sufi- 
ciente para  hacer  la  prueba.  Las   esperanzas   en   el   porvenir   de 
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Cuba  dependen  en  gran  parte  del  desarrollo,  tanto  en  la  presen- 
te como  en  las  generaciones  venideras ,  de  ese  espíritu  de  con- 
fianza en  uno  mismo ,  que  solamente  se  obtiene  cuando  se  tiene 
el  valor  de  arrostrar  sin  ayuda  alguna  las  batallas  de  la  vida  tanto 
en  la  esfera  pública  como  en  la  privada.  El  Gobierno  desea  ayu- 
dar al  joven  que  está  dispuesto  á  ayudarse  á  sí  mismo. 

Del  Establecimiento  de  Escuelas  Normales  en  la  Isla. — Si  el  proyecto 
de  New  Paltz  resulta  un  éxito,  y  si  se  establecen  becas  en  las  Es- 
cuelas de  los  Estados  de  Connecticut  y  de  Massachusetts,  el  pro- 
blema de  las  Escuelas  Normales  puede  considerarse  como  resuelto 
por  ahora.  Por  razones  económicas  este  plan  es  preferible  al  de 
establecer  Escuelas  Normales  en  la  Isla,  porque  si  tales  escuelas 
se  establecieran,  sería  difícil  dotarlas  debidamente  con  un  profe- 
sorado adecuado  y  siempre  resultarían  muy  inferiores  á  las 
más  antiguas  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  cuyos  métodos  y  orga- 
nización actuales  son  el  resultado  de  varios  años  de  experien- 
cia. Después  de  un  cuidadoso  estudio  de  este  particular,  no  cabe 
duda  alguna  de  que  es  mucho  más  conveniente  en  la  actualidad, 
que  Cuba  se  aproveche  de  la  experiencia  adquirida  en  los  Esta- 
dos Unidos  y  que  deje  para  más  tarde,  para  cuando  se  encuentre 
mejor  preparada,  la  realización  de  la  difícil  tarea  de  organi- 
zar sus  propias  Escuelas  Normales. 

Enseñanza   del   Kindebgakten  y   de  Trabajos 

Manuales. 

Medidas  adoptadas  para  Establecer  la  Enseñanza  Manual. — Durante 
el  período  cubierto  por  este  informe  no  se  establecieron  bajo  la 
dirección  de  este  Departamento  clases  de  Kindergarten  ni  de 
Trabajos  Manuales,  pero  durante  las  vacaciones  de  verano  se  rea- 
lizaron los  preparativos  para  establecer  estas  enseñanzas  en  las 
escuelas  durante  el  año  escolar  de  1901-1902.  Con  menos  de  me- 
dia docena  de  excepciones,  no  hay  en  la  Isla  absolutamente  nin- 
gún maestro  cubano  que  pueda  enseñar  estas  asignaturas,  por  lo 
que,  como  medida  preliminar  para  el  establecimiento  de  dichas 
enseñanzas,  fué  absolutamente  necesario  importar  maestros  ex- 
tranjeros. 

En  el  mes  de  mayo  dirigí  una  comunicación  á  la  Junta  de 
Educación  del  Estado  de  Massachusetts,  solicitando  la  ayuda  de 
esa  Corporación  á  fin  de  conseguir  maestros  de  conocimientos  y 
experiencia,  deseosos  de  aceptar  puestos  en  las  escuelas  publicas 
de  la  Isla.  Mi  solicitud  fué  atendida  con  interés  inmediatamen- 
te, y  el  Secretario  de  la  referida  Junta  la  publicó  en  una  circular 
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que  fué  distribuida  entre  el  magisterio  público  del  mencionado 
Estado.     Dicha  circular  es  la  siguiente: 

Puestos  de  Maestros  en  Cuba. 

Las  siguientes  comunicaciones  del  Comisionado  de  Educación 
de  la  Isla,  dirigidas  al  Secretario  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  del 
Estado  de  Massachusetts  deben  ser  de  interés  para  cualquiera  de 
las  siguientes  clases  de  maestros  de  Massachusetts  que  deseen 
estudiar  la  posibilidad  de  conseguir  un  puesto  en  las  escuelas  pú- 
blicas de  Cuba. 

Maestros  de  las  Escuelas  Normales. 
Maestras  de  Kindergarten. 
Maestros  de  Trabajos  Manuales. 
Maestros  de  Dibujo  Industrial. 

Oficina  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas. 

Habana,  mayo  30  de  1901 
Sr.  Frank  A.  Hill,  Seeretario  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  del  Estado 

de  Massachusetts.    Boston. 
Señor: 

Deseo  organizar,  en  el  año  próximo,  dos  escuelas  normales,  una  para 
maestras  y  otra  para  maestros.  El  plan  está  aún  en  embrión  y  la  posibili- 
dad de  ejecutarlo  es  muy  dudosa,  pues  depende  de  la  cantidad  que  se  pueda 
dedicar  á  instrucción  pública,  de  las  posibilidades  de  conseguir  un  buen 
cuerpo  de  profesores,  etc.  Dichos  profesores  tendrán  que  ser  importados  de 
algún  pais  extranjero  si  las  escuelas  han  de  tener  éxito,  y  el  objeto  de  esta 
carta  es  averiguar  si  del  personal  de  las  numerosas  escuelas  normales  que 
funcionan  en  ese  Estado  no  habrá  un  número  de  profesores  suficiente  para 
la  marcha  de  las  de  aquí,  y  á  quienes  les  convenga  aceptar  estos  puestos. 
Lo  atractivo  del  trabajo  desde  luego  hallará  eco  en  cualquier  persona  joven 
y  entusiasta,  y  en  esta  fecha  apenas  pareee  necesario  manifestar  que  Cuba 
es  un  pais  tan  agradable  y  saludable  parala  vida  como  cualquiera  otro. 
Desde  luego,  es  preferible  que  esos  maestros  puedan  hablar  el  español.  Más 
todavía,  debe  considerarse  esta  condición  como  imprescindible  mientras  no 
se  demuestre  que  no  es  posible  encontrar  personal  idóneo  que  sepa  el  caste- 
llano. Le  agradeceré,  sin  embargo,  que  me  manifieste  nombres  de  maestros 
competentes  aunque  no  sepan  el  referido  idioma,  pues  las  recomendaciones- 
que  Vd.  me  haga  en  este  asunto  serán  para  mí  de  gran  fuerza. 

Anticipándole  las  gracias  por  cualquier  dato  que  sobre  el  particular  ten- 
ga Ud.  á  bien  facilitarme,  quedo  de  Ud.  atentamente, 

Matthew  E.  H.anna, 

Ayudante  de  Campo, 

Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Oficina  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas. 

Habana,  30  de  mayo  de  1901. 
Sr.  Frank  A.  HUÍ,  Secretario  de  la  Junta,  de  Educación 
del  Estado  de  Massachussets, 
Boston. 
Señor: 

Tengo  el  honor  de  solicitar  de  Ud.  me  manifieste  los  nombres  y  direccio- 
nes de  cualesquiera  de  los  maestros  actualmente  empleados  en  las  Escuelas 
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If 

|4e  Trabajos  Manuales  de  ese  Estado,  que  deseen  aceptar  iguales  puestos  en 
f  las  escuelas  públicas  de  Cuba.  Serán  empleados  en  las  escuelas  de  la  Haba- 
na, Matanzas,  Sagua  la  Grande,  Cienfuegos,y  en  otras  de  las  más  impor- 
tantes ciudades  de  la  Isla.  La  Enseñanza  Manual  no  se  practica  actualmen- 
te en  nuestras  escuelas  públicas,  y  deseo  establecerla  en  el  año  venidero, 
i- pero,  como  Ud.  desde  luego  comprenderá,  á  fin  de  establecer  dicha  enseñan- 
za con  éxito,  es  menester  prineipiar  trayendo  maestros  de  los  Estados  Uni- 
ty'dos  ó  de  otros  países  donde  existan  profesores  de  la  competencia  necesaria. 
fHo  sé  qué  sueldo  perciben  dichos  maestros  en  ese  Estado,  y  no  le  puedo 
(manifestar  definitivamente  el  sueldo  máximo  qt*:e  aquí  se  les  podrá  pagar, 
•i  pero  creo  poder  asignarles  un  sueldo  de  $100  al  mes.  Son  preferibles  los 
maestros  que  sepan  algo  del  idioma  castellano,  pero  comprendo  lo  difícil 
'¡.que  es  conseguir  profesores  que  llenen  este  requisito,  por  lo  que  nolo  estimo 
absolutamente  necesario.  Le  agradecería  me  diese  iguales  informes  respecto 
j\á  maestros  de  kindergarten  y  de  Dibujo  Industrial, 

\    Esperando  que  Ud.  perdone  la  molestia  que  esta  solicitud  pudiere  ocasio- 
narle, quedo  de  Ud.  atentamente, 

i  Matthew  E.  Hanna, 

Ayudante  de  Campo, 

Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas-, 

Se  observará  que  los  maestros  sobre  quienes  se  solicitan  infor- 
mes son  los  que  estén  sirviendo  eon  éxito  en  las  escuelas  de  Massachusetts 
y  en  los  diferentes  departamentos  6  ramos  indicados. 

I-  INSTRUCCIONES    A   LOS    MAESTROS. 

j\  Los  maestros  que  deseen   ocupar  un  puesto  en  el  magisterio 
ijpijiblico  de  la  Isla  de  Cuba,   conforme  á  las  condiciones  expuestas 

m  las  cartas  del  Comisionado deben 

Comunicarse  con  esta  Oficina  por  escrito  manifestando  los  siguien- 
tes datos: 

1.  Nombre  del  candidato,  su  edad  y  dirección. 

2.  El  trabajo  que  puede  desempeñar. 

3.  Su  historia  profesional  y  el  grado  de  conocimientos  que 
haya  alcanzado  en  el  idioma  castellano. 

4.  Su  historia  como  maestro  en  ejercicio. 

5.  Certificados   y  referencias   especialmente  los  que  presten 
kíormes  fidedignos  acerca  de  su  éxito  en  la  enseñanza. 
*  Si  se  considerase  necesario  tratar  con  los  candidatos  personal- 
mente, se  les  dará  oportuno  aviso  al  efecto. 

Debe  tenerse  presente  que el  Secre- 

¡fbrio  que  suscribe  simplemente  está  recogiendo  datos  que  propor- 
cionar al  Comisionado  de  Educación  de  Cuba, 
1 

Dirección:     Frank  A  Hill, 

Secretario  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  del 
Estado  de  Massachusetts. 
^  Boston. 

Resultado  de  la  Preinserta  Circular. — En  cartas  subsiguientes  le 

particular  importancia  al  hecho  de  que  solamente  se  deseaban 

mejores  maestros  que  pudieran  conseguirse,  manifestando,  al 
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propio  tiempo ,  que  dichos  maestros  tendrían  que  trabajar  bajo 
condiciones  excepcionalmente  difíciles,  pues  venían  á  un  país  e& 
que  basta  cierto  punto  no  se  vería  con  agrado  la  introducción  de 
profesores  extranjeros  y  á  trabajar  con  niños  que  hablan  distinto' 
idioma.  Tanto  insistí  sobre  estos  particulares,  que  la  mayor  par- 
te de  los  maestros  que  contestaron  el  aviso  del  señor  Hill,  fueron 
rechazados.  Solamente  se  escogieron  aquellas  personas  que  traían 
tan  buenas  recomendaciones  que  no  podía  caber  duda  alguna 
acerca  de  su  competencia  para  desempeñar  los  puestos  indicados. 
A  fin  de  indicar  lo  bien  que  se  hicieron  estas  selecciones,  y  de  dar 
una  idea  de  los  espléndidos  resultados  que  se  obtuvieron  debido 
á  la  generosa  ayuda  de  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Massachusetts, 
trataré  de  un  período  de  tiempo  no  cubierto  por  este  informe  pa- 
ra demostrar  que  todos  los  maestros  de  Kindergarten  y  de  En- 
señanza Manual  recomendados  por  el  señor  Hill,  y  que  aceptaron 
puestos  en  las  escuelas  de  Cuba  han  tenido  un  éxito  sorprenden- 
te, pues  han  conseguido  que  estas  É  'novedades7 ' ,  por  decirlo  así, 
sean  en  las  escuelas  en  que  se  han  introducido  las  asignaturas 
que  gozan  de  más  popularidad. 

Organización  de  los  Kindergarten. — En  los  primeros  días  de  la 
Ocupación  Americana,  la  Sociedad  de  Huérfanos  Cubanos,   una 
organización  compuesta  de  americanos,  en  adición  al  trabajo  fi- 
lantrópico que  estaba  realizando  en  la  Isla,   organizó  clases  de 
Kindergarten  y  de  Costura  en  las  ciudades  de  Santiago  de  Cuba,, 
Sagua  la  Grande  y  Matanzas.     A  fines  del  año  escolar  que  acaba 
de  transcurrir  manifesté  á  dicha  Sociedad  nuestra  intención  de 
establecer  clases  de  Kindergarten  en  las  escuelas  públicas  duran- 
te el  año  escolar  venidero,  significándole  que  no  tendría  inconve- 
niente alguno  en  hacerme  cargo  de  las  clases  que  la  Sociedad  ha- 
bía establecido  en  las  ciudades  mencionadas.     Mi  proposición  fué 
aceptada  y  en  el  año  escolar  en  que  escribo,  las  mencionadas  cla- 
ses especiales  están   bajo  la  dirección  de  las  Autoridades  del  Ka>- 
mo,  las  que  se  han  hecho  cargo  del  material,  mobiliario,  etc.,  que 
en  las  mismas  existía.     He  tenido  gran  suerte  en  conseguir  los 
servicios  de  la  señorita  Marie  Keil,   que  trabajaba  en  la  ciudad 
de  Matanzas,  empleada  por  la  mencionada  Sociedad.     A  ella  se 
le  ha  encomendado,  con  plenas  facultades,  el  trabajo  de  establecer 
la  enseñanza  del  Kindergarten  en  la  Isla,  y,   en  el  informe  que 
rindió  á  fines  del  año  escolar  y  que  á  continuación  se  inserta,  d& 
ella  una  idea  de  las  ventajas  que  se  obtienen  de  la  referida  ense 
fianza.     Dicho  informe  es  el  siguiente: 

José  de  la  Luz  y  Caballero^  el  famoso-  pedagogo  cuban©:  ña  dicho*. 
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I  < 'Educar  no  es  dar  carrera,  sino  templar  el  alma  para  la  vida.77 
!« Froebel  expresó  la  misma  idea  cuando  dijo  ''que  la  educación  se 
|  reduce  á  conducir,  por  medio  del  conocimiento  de  la  ley  eterna  de 
I  «de  la  Unidad  Divina  y  de  los  preceptos  que  ella  entraña,  á  todo  ser 
{ inteligente,  racional  y  consciente,  á  conocer  su  verdadera  voca- 
!  ción  y  á  cumplirla  espontánea  y  libremente. ' '    Froebel  ha  demos- 
1  tirado  en  su  sistema  que  puede  hacerse  que  el  niño  se  conozca  á  sí 
!  mismo  por  medio  de  la  actividad  propia,  y  ya  muchos  educadores 
í  que  vivieron  antes  que  Froebel,  se  habian  convencido  de  que  la 
í  educación  del  niño  debe  comenzar  en  el  momento  mismo  en  que 
;  sus  facultades  se  manifiestan.     Pestalozzi  trató  de  aprovechar  es- 
te desarrollo  natural,  pero  Froebel,  después  de  17  años  de  estudio 
y  de  investigación  fué  el  primero  que  obtuvo  la  certeza  que  desde  el 
primer  momento  en  que  físicamente  se  conozca  el  uyo77  (sich  selbst 
finden)  empieza  la  educación  del  niño,  y  que  toda  la  vida  del  hombre 
!  no  es  suficiente  para  borrar  lo  que  ha  aprendido  y  absorbido  en  su  ni- 
üez.     Herbert  Spencer,  el  gran  pensador  inglés,  dice  que  '  'la  de- 
bida función  de  la  educación  consiste  en  preparar  al  hombre  para 
una  vida  completa,  la  que  consiste  en  el  libre  ejercicio  de  todas 
nuestras  facultades  sin  descuidar  algunas  á  expensas  de  otras,   y 
Bin  perjudicarlas  con  demasiada  ayuda  en  hora  muy  temprana.77 
La  necesidad  en  Cuba  de  los  Kindergarten  es  mucho  mayor  que 
-en  otros  países,  debido  al  largo  tiempo  que  el  pueblo  cubano  ha 
estado  sometido  á  un  poder  arbitrario  y  tiránico  que  ha  impedido 
•el  libre  ejercicio  de  las  facultades  á  que  Spencer  se  refiere,  acaban- 
do esta  manera,  hasta  cierto  punto,  con  la  facultad  de  pensar  ó  de 
razonar.     Hablo  solamente  de  las  masas,  porque  yo  me  he  encon- 
trado en  las  clases  superiores  con  individuos  perfectamente  bien 
educados  bajo  todos  conceptos,  pero  son  las  masas  las  que  compo- 
nen la  nación.     España  se  ocupa  poco  del  bienestar  de  sus  propios 
'hijos,  y  naturalmente,  se  ocupaba  menos  aún  de  un  pueblo  que  com- 
prendía podía  manejar  más  fácilmente  mientras  más  ignorante 
fuera.     Al  auxilio  de  este  pueblo  vino  la  Nación  Norte  America- 
na, impidiendo  su  desaparición  completa;  pero  el  bienestar  de 
¿ese  pueblo  depende  actualmente  de  sus  hijos  y  el  medio  más  prin- 
cipal para  obtenerlo  consiste  en  la  educación.     En  otros  países  el 
adelanto  alcanzado  en  la  actualidad  en  el  ramo  de  instrucción  se 
•ha  obtenido  de  evolución  en  evolución,  durante  largos  años  de 
lucha;  y  así  como  á  ninguno  se  le  ocurrirá  hoy  labrar  la  tierra  en 
la  manera  primitiva  que  lo  hacían  nuestros  antepasados,  tampoco 
'debe  pensarse  en  dar  comienzo  á  un  movimiento  educativo  sin 
antes  echar  los  cimientos  de  ese  movimiento.     Esos  cimientos  son 
!la  preparación  del  niño  para  que  se  asimile  prontamente  lo  que 
se  le  enseñe,  y  á  esto  precisamente  tienden  los  Kindergarten. 
Las  madres,  por  regla  general,  no  poseen  los  conocimientos  su- 
Ificientes  para  satisfacer  las  necesidades  intelectuales  de  este  im- 
portante período,  (de  los  tres  á  los  seis  años  de  edad),  y  ¿cómo 
kpuede  llenar  dichas  necesidades  la  madre  cubana  cuando  ella  no 
^a  gozado  de  las  ventajas  de  una  educación?     La  época  que  aca- 
bo de  mencionar  es  la  mas  impresionable  en  el  niño,  pero  tanto 
para  lo  bueno  como  para  lo  malo.     Si  durante  esa  edad  las  impre- 
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siones  que  recibe  no  son  las  qne  debieran  ser,,  diremos  con  Froe^ 
bel:  í 'La  vida  toda  de  un  hombre  no  es  bastante  para  borrar  lo 
que  el  niño  ha  absorbido  en  su  infancia.'7  Echemos  una  ojeada 
sobre  esos  bohios  de  guano,  fijémonos  en  esos  padres  y  en  esas 
madres  y  nos  convenceremos  de  la  necesidad  de  los  Kindergarten. 
Para  que  los  niños  aprovechen  la  enseñanza  que  reciben  en  la 
escuela,  preciso  es  que  concurran  á  los  Kindergarten  para  prepa- 
rarse para  aquélla;  pues  si  ingresan  en  una  escuela  sin  esta  pre- 
paración, perderán  un  tiempo,  años,  muy  valiosos.  A  la  falta  de 
Kindergarten  se  debe,  no  sólo  que  el  niño  no  reciba  la  ayuda 
necesaria  para  el  desarrollo  de  sus  facultades,  sino  también,  en 
muchos  casos,  que  adquiera  hábitos  que  lo  hagan  indigno  de 
mezclarse  con  otros  niños.  El  pueblo  cubano  desea  figurar  entré 
los  de  primera  linea,  en  cierto  sentido,  y  no  puede  permitir  que 
los  ciudadanos  del  mañana  pierdan  tiempo  ni  oportunidades;  no 
puede  correr  el  riesgo  de  dejar  para  más  tarde  lo  que  entonces  no 
realizará. 

Los  Kindergarten  aportan  á  Cuba  una  ventaja  más:  el  cono- 
cimiento de  un  idioma  extranjero.  El  niño,  á  la  edad  menciona- 
da, aprende  sin  trabajo  y  con  el  acento  propio,  los  sonidos  extra- 
ños. Las  clases  más  pudientes  procuran,  á  gran  costo,  obtener 
lo  que  aqui  se  ofrece  gratuitamente.  Apenas  considero  pertinente 
exponer  lo  necesario  que  es  en  nuestros  tiempos  el  poseer  más  de 
un  idioma,  y  las  dificultades  que  su  aprendizaje  presenta,  una  vez 
pasado  el  tiempo  en  que  la  mente  está  pronta  y  ansiosa  de 
aprender. 

La  Sociedad  de  Huérfanos  Cubanos,  organizada  en  New  York 
inmediatamente  después  de  la  conclusión  de  la  guerra,  con  el  ob- 
jeto de  proporcionar  auxilios  á  los  huérfanos  cubanos  y  á  otras 
personas  necesitadas,  fué  la  que  estableció  los  primeros  Kinder- 
garten en  Cuba,  los  que  funcionaban  en  algunas  de  las  principa- 
les ciudades  de  la  Isla.  Dicha  Sociedad  intentó  y  además,  fundar 
clases  normales  para  la  formación  de  maestras  de  Kindergarten. 
Bajo  la  dirección  de  la  Sociedad  funcionan  en  la  actualidad  en  la 
ciudad  de  Matanzas  dos  Kindergarten,  y  una  de  dichas  clases 
clases  normales,  á  la  que  concurren  dieciocho  señoritas  cubanas. 
Existe  en  la  misma  ciudad  una  clase  normal  para  la  enseñanza 
de  la  costura  y  confección  de  vestidos,  á  la  que  asisten  sesenta 
alumnas.  Además  de  las  clases  establecidas  en  Matanzas,  la  So- 
ciedad ha  organizado  un  Kindergarten  en  las  ciudades  de  Sagua  la 
Grande  y  de  Santiago  de  Cuba,  y,,  en  este  último  punto,  una  cla- 
se de  Enseñanza  Manual.  El  Gobierno  de  la  Isla  se  hará  cargo 
de  las  clases  mencionadas  para  el  año  escolar  entrante. 

En  vista  de  la  experiencia  que  he  adquirido  en  Cuba,  creo  que 
la  introducción  de  los  Kindergarten  será  recibida  con  aplauso,  y 
que  dentro  de  pocos  años  se  verán  palpablemente  sus  resultados, 
tanto  en  el  aula  como  en  el  hogar.  El  niño  cubano,  como  todos 
los  niños,  goza  en  este  nuevo  reino  y  con  la  vida  pura  y  honrada 
que  más  adelante  llevará,  recompensará  los  trabajos  que  hoy  se* 
realizan  en  favor  de  su  educación.. 
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3e  la  Enseñanza  Manual. — Durante  el  año  escolar  que  acaba  de 
transcurrir,  en  muchas  escuelas  de  la  Isla,  especialmente  en  las 
establecidas  en  las  ciudades  más  importantes,  se  daba  cierta  en- 
señanza denominada  Manual,  que  no  era,  ni  con  mucho,  la  en- 
señanza que  generalmente  se  conoce  con  ese  nombre.  Tanto  de 
maestros  de  Enseñanza  Manual  verdaderamente  entendidos  en 
esa  materia,  como  de  Profesoras  de  Kindergarten  igualmente 
aptas,  hay  completa  escasez  en  Cuba,  por  lo  que,  cuando  se  re- 
solvió introducir  en  nuestras  escuelas  públicas  la  Enseñanza  Ma- 
nual, fué  necesario  buscar  en  el  extranjero  maestros  conocedores 
de  esa  materia.  Algunos  vendrán,  probablemente,  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  y  otros  de  Suecia,  si  es  posible  conseguirlos.  La  Ense- 
ñanza Manual,  como  parte  de  los  estudios  que  se  cursan  en  las 
escuelas  públicas,  es  comparativamente  una  cosa  nueva,  pero 
donde  quiera  que  se  ha  hecho  el  experimento  en  debida  forma, 
se  ha  acordado  agregar  esa  enseñanza  á  las  demás  que  se  practi- 
can en  las  escuelas  públicas.  Cuba  ha  podido,  pues,  aprove- 
charse de  las  experiencias  de  otros  países,  y  no  hemos  titubeado 
un  instante  en  introducir  la  referida  enseñanza  en  nuestras  escue- 
las. Estoy  convencido  de  que  si  dicha  enseñanza  ha  resultado 
valiosa  en  países  como  Francia,  Inglaterra,  Eusia,  Suecia  y  los 
Estados  Unidos,  que  resultará  mucho  más  valiosa  aquí  en  virtud 
de  las  condiciones  que  aquí  existen. 

Las  Clases  de  Enseñanza  Manual  son  Necesarias. — ~No  es  necesario 
que  exponga  el  objeto  de  la  Enseñanza  Manual,  ni  que  me  haga 
cargo  aquí  de  su  defensa  á  fin  de  conseguir  que  continúe  siendo 
uno  de  los  estudios  que  se  cursan  en  las  escuelas  públicas  de 
Cuba. 

Á  pesar  del  poco  tiempo  que  hace  que  se  ha  principiado  á  in- 
troducir aquí  la  referida  Enseñanza,  ya  en  todas  partes  se  soli- 
cita con  interés  su  establecimiento,  y  tan  general  ha  sido  el 
agrado  experimentado  con  la  inclusión  de  dicha  enseñanza  en  los 
Cursos  de  Estudios  que  puede  decirse,  sin  temor  á  equivocación, 
que  su  empleo  permanente  en  las  escuelas  estaba  asegurado  aún 
antes  de  ser  establecida.  Pero  es  preciso  que  los  maestros  en- 
tiendan con  toda  claridad  el  objeto  que  se  persigue  con  la  Ense- 
ñanza Manual,  pues  para  poder  enseñar  bien  cualquier  materia , 
es  menester  conocer  el  propósito  que  guia  la  enseñanza  de  esa 
materia.  Si  un  maestro  no  conoce  la  razón  porque  se  enseña  la 
fisiología,  no  es  probable  que  la  pueda  enseñar  de  esa  manera 
práctica  que  será  causa  de  que  el  alumno  viva  algunos  años  más. 
Si  no  sabe  que  el  objeto  de  la  Enseñanza  Manual  es  hacer  más 
completa  y  acabada  la  educación  del  niño,  adaptándola  mejor  á 
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las  futuras  necesidades  del  hombre;  si  no  sabe  que  el  propósito 
de  dicha  Enseñanza  es  proporcionarle  al  niño  el  conocimiento  del 
mayor  número  de  artes  ú  oficios  para  que  pueda  escoger  de  entre 
ellos  aquél  para  el  que  se  considere  más  apto;  si  no  sabe  que  el 
objeto  de  esta  Enseñanza  no  es  enseñarle  al  niño  á  ser  un  mecá- 
nico ó  un  artesano,  sino  á  infundirle  respeto  por  toda  clase  de 
trabajo  honrado,  ya  sea  en  una  oficina,  ya  sea  detrás  de  un  arado; 
si  desconoce  que  se  trata  de  enseñarle  al  hombre  que  ha  tenido 
éxito  en  la  vida,  que  debe  honrar  y  simpatizar  con  el  humilde, 
con  el  pobre — si  un  maestro  no  supiere  que  éstos  son  los  principios 
fundamentales  que  entraña  la  Enseñanza  Manual,  no  debe  per- 
mitírsele que  la  enseñe.  Por  esta  razón,  no  hemos  quedado  sa- 
tisfechos hasta  no  estar  convencidos  de  cuáles  eran  los  mejores 
maestros  entre  los  que  se  han  presentado.  El  Sr.  C.  M.  Woodward, 
Director  de  la  Escuela  de  Enseñanza  Manual  de  la  Universidad 
de  Washington,  establecida  en  la  ciudad  de  St.  Louis,  Estados 
Unidos  de  Norte  América,  en  su  libro  intitulado  "The  Manual 
Training  School' J  expresa  que  los  resultados  que  se  obtienen  de 
la  Enseñanza  Manual  son  los  siguientes: 

Sin  el  trabajo  del  taller,  (Enseñanza  Manual)  el  dibujo  pierde 
la  mitad  de  su  valor. 

Despierta  un  vivo  interés  en  la  escuela,  dando  nueva  vida  á 
asuntos  poco  interesantes. 

Impide  que  los  niños  cometan  maldades,  tanto  dentro  como  fue- 
ra de  la  escuela. 

Incita  á  los  niños  á  permanecer  más  tiempo  en  la  escuela. 

Sirve  de  ayuda  material  para  escoger  la  ocupación  que  se  ha 
de  seguir  al  salir  de  la  escuela. 

Proporciona  al  capitalista  la  manera  de  calcular  mejor  el  valor 
relativo  del  trabajo  técnico  con  el  que  no  lo  es,  despertando  en  él 
mayor  consideración  hacia  el  hombre  de  trabajo. 

Eleva  el  nivel  de  conocimientos  en  las  ocupaciones  mecánicas, 
revistiéndolas  de  mayor  dignidad  y  valía. 

Facilita  al  niño  que  tiene  que  ganarse  su  subsistencia  y  que  for- 
marse su  hogar,  más  facilidades  para  proporcionarse  ambas  cosas. 

Será  la  causa  de  que  disfrutemos  de  la  excepcional  ventaja  de 
tener  abogados,  periodistas  y  políticos  que  posean  ideas  más 
exactas  sobre  las  condiciones  y  problemas  sociales  y  nacionales. 

Impedirá  el  desarrollo  del  sentimiento  de  menosprecio  hacia 
las  ocupaciones  manuales  y  hacia  los  menestrales. 

Modificará,  hasta  cierto  punto,  las  divisiones  sociales  que  no 
deben  basarse  más  que  en  la  hombría  de  bien  y  en  los  méritos 
del  individuo. 

Dará  impulso  al  progreso  dé  la  civilización,  por  cuanto  dismi- 
nuirá el  número  de  los  que  componen  las  clases  indigentes  y  cri- 
minales, que  son  compuestas,  principalmente,  de  individuos  que  ni 
saben  ni  desean  ganarse  la  vida  honradamente. 
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Adopción  del  Sistema  llamado  Sloyd. — Después  de  estudiar  el  asun- 
to con  la  debida  atención,  se  resolvió  adoptar  el  sistema  sueco 
del  Sloyd  como  el  método  de  Enseñanza  Manual  más  adecuado 
para  las  escuelas  públicas  de  Cuba.  Con  el  Sloyd  el  niño  siente 
mayor  interés  por  su  traba  jo,  pues  sabe  que  obtendrá,  en  virtud 
de  sus  esfuerzos,  un  artículo  útil  que  puede  llevarse  á  su  casa.  ~No 
sentiría  tanto  interés,  si  supiera  que  después  de  media  hora  de 
trabajar  con  cuchillo  y  con  cepillo,  no  podrá  apreciar  el  resultado 
de  su  trabajo,  no  habrá  hecho  ningún  objeto,  sino  que,  por  el  con- 
trario, el  pedazo  de  madera  que  ha  estado  cepillando,  etc. ,  será 
tirado  á  un  lado  y  nunca  más  vuelto  á  usar.  La  manera  como  se 
manipulan  los  instrumentos  es,  quizás,  la  misma  que  en  cual- 
quier otro  método,  excepto  que  se  prefiere  el  cuchillo  á  todos  los 
demás.  El  método  de  Sloyd  proporciona  al  niño  gran  interés  al 
ver  que  el  pedazo  de  madera  que  está  trabajando  toma  forma  y 
aspecto,  mediante  la  diestra  manipulación  del  cuchillo  ó  del  ins- 
trumento que  se  emplee.  La  Enseñanza  Manual  hará  prodigios 
por  Cuba.  Entre  cierta  porción  de  la  sociedad  se  siente  menos- 
precio por  el  trabajo  manual  ó  físico,  sea  cual  sea,  y  está  muy 
generalizado  el  criterio  de  que  la  blusa  del  obrero  no  puede  cubrir 
el  cuerpo  de  un  caballero.  La  Enseñanza  Manual  hará  mucho 
por  modificar  este  criterio,  por  cuanto  infunde  afición  y  respeto 
por  el  trabajo  de  las  manos.  Los  cubanos  son,  por  regla  general, 
muy  imprevisores.  Rara  vez  se  encuentra  aquí  al  uself-made 
man"  de  otros  países,  quien,  á  fuerza  de  economía  y  de  confianza 
en  sí  mismo,  y  arrostrando  las  mayores  dificultades,  ha  logrado 
honor  y  fama,  aunque  haya  sido  de  humilde  cuna.  La  Enseñanza 
Manual,  bien  practicada,  inculca  sentimientos  de  independencia 
de  carácter,  de  confianza  en  uno  mismo  y  de  perseverancia;  in- 
funde hábitos  de  orden,  de  exactitud  y  de  economía,  sentimientos 
y  hábitos  que  son  característicos  del  hombre  que  ha  tenido  éxito. 
La  Enseñanza  Manual  no  va  á  revolucionar  la  instrucción  públi- 
ca de  Cuba  ni  el  estado  de  la  sociedad  cubana,  pero  hará  mucho 
«en  ambos  sentidos. 

Las  clases  de  Enseñanza  Manual  se  Establecerán  en  las  Principales, 
Ciudades  de  la  Isla. — Según  el  plan  que  se  ha  formado  al  efecto,  se 
establecerán  en  las  ciudades  más  importantes  de  la  Isla,  clases 
de  Enseñanza  Manual  á  cargo  de  los  mejores  profesores  extranje- 
ros que  obtenerse  puedan.  Esta  Oficina  ha  tenido  la  fortuna  de 
conseguir  los  servicios  del  Sr.  L.  L.  Summers,  persona  que  posee 
gran  experiencia  en  la  materia,  graduado  de  Escuela  de  Enseñan- 
za Manual  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  de  la  que  tiene  establecida  en 
Suecia  el  Dr.  Salomon.  Al  Sr.  Summers  se  ha  confiado  la  organi- 
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zación  del  trabajo,  y  como  Supervisor  de  la  Enseñanza  Manual  se 
hará  cargo  personalmente  de  todas  las  clases  de  dicha  Enseñanza 
que  se  establezcan  en  la  Isla,  á  fin  de  que  se  les  imprima  la  debi- 
da  organización,  y  de  obtener  la  uniformidad  que  de  otra  manera 
no  podría  conseguirse.  A  continuación  se  inserta  parte  del  infor- 
me rendido  por  dicho  Sr.  Summers  al  terminar  el  año  escolar  a 
qué  éste  se  refiere. 

La  Enseñanza  Manual  es  el  nombre  que  se  le  da  á  una  clase 
de  trabajo  manual  que  está  comprendida  entre  las  asignaturas 
que  se  enseñan  en  las  escuelas  públicas  de  casi  todos  los  países 
del  mundo.  Los  educadores  más  notables  estudian  con  el  mayor 
cuidado  este  asunto,  tanto  bajo  el  punto  de  vista  práctico  como 
del  teórico.  Entre  dichos  educadores  figuran  los  Dres.  Goetz 
y  Pabst,  de  Alemania;  el  Dr.  Salomón,  de  Suecia;  y  el  Dr.  Dewey 
de  Chicago.  Francia,  Inglaterra,  Rusia,  Dinamarca  y  muchos 
otros  países  han  comprendido  esta  Enseñanza  entre  las  que  se 
cursan  en  sus  respectivas  escuelas  públicas.  En  las  escuelas  pri- 
marias de  Londres  hace  doce  años  que  se  ha  establecido,  y  actual- 
mente forma  parte  de  los  Cursos  de  Estudios  de  las  escuelas  del 
Eeino  Unido;  mientras  que  el  Canadá,  la  Australia  y  otras  colonias 
inglesas  la  han  comenzado  con  buen  impulso.  A  todos  los  mucha- 
chos de  diez  á  catorce  años  de  edad  que  concurren  á  las  escuelas 
de  París  se  les  enseña  el  dibujo,  á  modelar  en  arcilla,  á  trabajar 
en  madera  y  en  hierro,  mientras  que  en  Suecia  esta  Enseñanza  se 
practica  tanto  en  las  escuelas  que  funcionan  en  las  ciudades  como 
en  las  del  campo.  Todas  las  clases  de  Enseñanza  Manual  han  re- 
sultado valiosas  bajo  el  punto  de  vista  de  la  educación,  pero  exis- 
te, sin  embargo,  una  cuestión  muy  importante  para  Cuba,  y  es  la 
de  determinar  cuál  es  el  método  que  debe  adoptarse.  Después  de 
haber  estudiado  los  métodos  que  se  observan,  y  de  haber  hecho 
muchos  de  los  modelos  que  se  emplean  en  las  Escuelas  de  los  Es- 
tados Unidos,  Francia  y  Suecia,  soy  de  opinión  que  el  método 
conocido  con  el  nombre  de  Sloyd  es  el  de  más  importancia  educa- 
tiva; y  después  de  haber  consultado  con  las  personas  mejor  infor- 
madas en  la  materia,  los  hombres  á  cuya  dirección  están  confia- 
das las  escuelas  públicas  de  Cuba,  han  resuelto  experimentar  los 
resultados  que  se  obtienen  del  Sloyd.  Por  esta  razón,  creo  será  de 
interés  para  los  maestros  cubanos  el  que  se  les  diga  algo  respecto 
al  mencionado  método.  É ' Sloyd' '  es  sencillamente  otro  nombre 
con  que  se  conoce  la  Enseñanza  Manual.  Se  considera  aquél  más 
adecuado  porque  entraña  la  idea  de  una  educación  mental  y  fí- 
sica al  propio  tiempo.  El  Sloyd  se  ha  practicado  en  los  países 
Escandinavos,  durante  más  de  300  años.  En  las  largas  noches  de 
invierno,  los  habitantes  de  esas  regiones  empleaban  el  tiempo  de 
manera  provechosa  á  la  par  que  agradable,  haciendo  objetos  úti- 
les para  el  hogar  y  para  la  finca.  Hace  treinta  años,  empezó  el 
Dr.  Otto  Salomon  el  estudio  del  Sloyd  con  la  intención  de  hacer- 
lo aún  más  útil  para  el  pueblo  sueco,  logrando  organizar  un  sistema 
que  es  considerado  en  la  actualidad  como  el  mejor  del  mundo. 
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El  Sloyd  está  dividido  en  varios  ramos,  como  trabajos  en  ma- 
dera, en  metales,  de  encuademación  de  libros,  modelos  en  arci- 
lla, de  corte  de  papel,  etc.  Para  los  niños  de  la  edad  del  Kin- 
dergarten hasta  la  de  diez  años,  el  Sloyd  más  adecuado  es  el  que 
consiste  en  modelar  en  arcilla,  en  cortar  y  en  doblar  papel,  mien- 
tras que  de  los  diez  á  catorce  años,  los  trabajos  en  madera  son  los 
más  provechosos. 

El  Sloyd  se  diferencia  de  las  demás  clases  de  Enseñanza  Ma- 
nual solamente  en  el  método.  El  sistema  está  fundado  en  ejer- 
cicios que  se  enseñan  incidentalmente,  mientras  los  alumnos  es- 
tán haciendo  una  serie  de  modelos  útiles.  Estos  ejercicios  están 
graduados  de  tal  manera,  que  el  alumno,  puede  casi  adivinar  lo 
que  tiene  que  hacer,  bastándole  un  poco  de  dirección  por  parte 
del  profesor  para  realizar  el  trabajo.  Para  estos  primeros  ejerci- 
cios se  emplea  el  cuchillo,  el  más  primitivo  y  más  conocido  de 
los  instrumentos  cortantes,  por  cuanto  es  el  único  con  el  que  se 
puede  hacer  un  modelo  completo.  Con  el  cuchillo  se  hacen 
varios  modelos  antes  de  emplear  ningún  otro  instrumento,  exi- 
giéndose desde  el  principio  orden  y  exactitud,  de  manera  que 
cuando  se  pone  el  cepillo  en  manos  del  alumno,  él  observa  los 
mismos  preceptos  al  hacer  su  modelo  con  esta  nueva  herra- 
mienta. El  profesor  no  se  cansa  desde  el  principio  de  in- 
culcar el  hábito  del  orden  en  el  alumno,  porque  de  lo  contrario, 
perderá  éste  la  mitad  de  las  ventajas  que  de  la  Enseñanza  pudie- 
ra obtener.  Muchas  personas  creen  que  el  trabajo  de  Sloyd  es 
simplemente  trabajo  de  cuchilla,  pero  lo  cierto  es  que  con  nin- 
gún otro  método  de  Enseñanza  Manual  se  emplean  tantos  instru- 
mentos distintos  ni  se  enseñan  tantos  ejercicios  diferentes.  El 
cuchillo  es,  sin  embargo,  uno  de  los  instrumentos  más  importan- 
tes que  se  emplean  duarante  todo  el  curso.  Un  profesor  de  Sloyd; 
de  Náas,  á  quien  se  le  preguntó  qué  instrumento  escogería,  si  só- 
lo uno  había  de  usar,  dijo:  u Dadme  un  cuchillo  y  me  ganaré  la 
vida  en  cualquier  país  civilizado  de  la  tierra. ' ? 

Casi  todos  los  métodos  de  Enseñanza  Manual,  excepto  el  Sloyd, 
no  logran  educar  debidamente  los  sentidos  de  la  vista  y  del  tacto. 
El  Sloyd  contiene  un  gran  número  de  modelos  en  forma  de  curva, 
que  no  puede  ser  apreciada  mecánicamente  sino  por  la  vista  y  por 
el  tacto.  Con  la  hechura  de  dichos  modelos  se  desarrollan  tam- 
bién los  mismos  sentidos  que  se  ejercitan  en  el  dibujo  y  en  los 
trabajos  con  arcilla,  siendo,  por  lo  tanto,  tan  útiles  como  cuales- 
quiera otros. 

Sería  imposible  decir  demasiado  en  apoyo  del  establecimiento , 
de  este  método  de  enseñanza  en  las  escuelas.  Todos  los  educado- 
res están  de  acuerdo  en  que  deben  ejercitarse  los  músculos  al  pro- 
pio tiempo  que  se  ejercita  el  cerebro,  en  que  el  niño  debe  ejecutar 
y  no  pensar  solamente,  y  en  que  hay  porciones  de  su  cerebro  que 
no  se  desarrollan  sino  haciendo  trabajar  á  un  tiempo  sus  múscu- 
los y  su  cerebro.  ISTo  puede  darse  idea  exagerada  de  los  benefi- 
cios que  se  derivan  de  la  Enseñanza  Manual,  de  la  que  se  obtiene 
que  el  trabajo  de  las  manos  sea  considerado  honroso  y  mirado 
con  afición,  la  que  inculca  los  sentimientos  de  independencia  de 


342 

carácter  y  de  confianza  en  uno  mismo,  de  la  que  se  obtienen  el 
hábito  del  orden  y  de  la  exactitud,  y  el  desarrollo  de  los  sentidos 
del  tacto  y  de  la  vista.  Al  propio  tiempo,  se  logra  el  desarrollo 
de  facultades  físicas  y  mentales,  é  incidentalmente,  se  adquiere 
una  destreza  general  en  el  empleo  de  instrumentos,  y  habilidad 
para  hacer  ciertos  trabajos  con  exactitud. 

Cualquiera  que  sea  el  método  de  Enseñanza  Manual  que  se 
emplee,  debe  enseñarse  lo  fácil  antes  de  lo  difícil,  partiendo  de  lo 
conocido  para  averiguar  lo  que  no  lo  es,  única  manera  de  hacer 
que  una  enseñanza  resulte  interesante  y  provechosa.  Dicha  Ense- 
ñanza debe  ser  de  carácter  intuitivo,  es  decir,  debe  comunicarse, 
en  lo  posible,  por  medio  de  los  sentidos,  en  particular,  los  de  la 
vista  y  el  tacto.  Esta  Enseñanza  es  también  de  carácter  indivi- 
dual por  cuanto  un  ejercicio  fácil  para  un  alumno,  puede  resultar 
difícil  para  otro.  Según  un  precepto  de  Sloyd,  al  alumno  debe 
permitírsele  que  progrese  todo  lo  que  pueda,  lo  que  no  significa 
sin  embargo,  que  la  enseñanza  no  pueda  ser  colectiva. 

El  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas  ha  resuelto  unificar  los 
trabajos  que  en  la  materia  á  que  me  refiero  se  hagan  en  la  Isla,  y, 
por  tanto,  los  ha  colocado  bajo  la  dirección  de  una  persona.  Las 
clases  de  Enseñanza  Manual  se  organizarán  en  las  distintas  pro- 
vincias tan  pronto  como  sea  posible/  Los  profesores  que  se  harán 
cargo  de  esas  clases  serán  traidos  de  cualquier  país  en  el  mundo 
en  que  los  haya  buenos.  En  la  actualidad  será  preciso  que  traba- 
jen dos  maestros  en  cada  aula  que  contenga  de  45  á  50  bancos. 
Toda  una  clase  junto  con  el  profesor  irá  al  taller  del  Sloyd  á  un 
tiempo.  En  cada  ciudad  en  que  se  establezca  esta  Enseñanza  habrá 
clases  los  sábados,  y  quizás  de  noche  para  el  beneficio  de  los  demás 
maestros,  á  fin  de  que  se  familiaricen  con  esta  Enseñanza.  Con 
igual  fin  será  preciso,  además,  establecer  clases  de  Sloyd  y  de 
Dibujo  durante  el  verano.  Cuando  empiece  á  funcionar  un  aula 
de  Enseñanza  Manual  en  una  escuela,  los  demás  maestros  de  esa 
escuela  debieran  servir  de  auxiliares.  Con  este  plan,  en  cada  aula 
de  50  bancos  bastaría  tener  un  profesor  experto  en  la  materia  en 
vez  de  los  dos  que,  de  otra  manera,  serían  necesarios.  Con  50 
aulas  de  Sloyd  en  la  Isla,  se  ahorrarían  los  sueldos  de  50  profeso- 
res de  esta  asignatura,  y  á  medida  que  se  introduzca  esa  Enseñanza 
en  las  poblaciones  más  pequeñas,  podría  seguirse  el  plan  adopta- 
do en  Suecia,  en  donde  el  maestro  de  aula  es  el  que  enseña  el 
Sloyd. 

El  tiempo  que  se  dedica  á  la  Enseñanza  Manual  varía  en  los 
distintos  países.  En  Londres  y  en  diversas  partes  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  se  emplean  en  ella  un  medio  día  cada  semana,  mientras 
que  en  Suecia  se  dedican  para  el  estudio  de  esta  asignatura  á% 
cuatro  á  siete  horas  á  la  semana.  Existe  relación  tan  estre- 
cha entre  el  Dibujo  y  el  Sloyd,  que  yo  me  permitiría  reco- 
mendar que  estas  dos  enseñanzas  fueren  combinadas  y  pues- 
tas bajo  la  dirección  del  Supervisor  de  Enseñanza  Manual,  quien 
distribuirá  el  tiempo  que  deba  dedicarse  á  su  estudio.  Si  este 
plan  fuere  adoptado,  yo  recomendaría,  además,  que  se  dedicase 
una  hora  diaria  á  dichas  enseñanzas,    á  fin  de  poder  emplear  tres 
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horas  cada  semana  en  trabajos  de  taller  y  dos  horas  cada  semana 
al  dibujo.  Al  fin  del  primero  ó  segundo  año  de  haber  establecido 
esta  Enseñanza,  Cuba  debiera  tener  maestros  bastantes ,  formados 
en  las  Escuelas  de  Sloyd,  que,  según  dejo  dicho,  debieran  funcio- 
nar de  noche  y  durante  el  verano,  para  todas  las  nuevas  aulas  de 
Sloyd  que  puedan  establecerse.  Dichos  maestros  debieran,  na- 
turalmente, ser  escogidos  entre  los  más  aptos  y  pudiera  inducír- 
seles á  que  vayan  á  Suecia  6  á  los  Estados  Unidos  á  hacer  un 
estudio  especial  durante  un  año,  de  esta  materia,  á  fin  de  ser 
verdaderos  profesores  de  ella.  A  los  maestros  de  Sloyd  se  debie- 
ra exigir  que  sufran  los  mismos  exámenes  que  los  demás  maestros, 
pero  debieran  disfrutar  de  mayor  sueldo,  en  virtud  de  la  mayor 
suma  de  conocimientos  que  poseen. 

Aún  después  de  establecer  varias  aulas  de  Sloyd  en  todas  las 
ciudades  más  importantes  de  la  Isla,  habrá  miles  de  niños  que  no 
podrán  recibir  esta  instrucción,  por  lo  que  me  permito  recomen- 
dar lo  siguiente: 

Una  escuela,  con  un  gasto  de  $15  á  $20,  podrá  ser  dotada  de 
cuchillos,  tijeras,  etc.,  en  número  suficiente  para  la  introducción 
del  Sloyd  Elemental,  que  comprende:  picado  de  papel,  trabajos 
en  cartón,  modelar  con  arcilla,  trabajos  de  cuchilla  y  dibujo. 
Con  un  poco  más  de  gasto  podrían  agregarse  trabajos  con  serru- 
chos. Los  maestros  de  aula  podrían  adquirir  este  conocimiento 
en  las  Escuelas  de  Verano,  y  esta  enseñanza  debiera  darse  tanto  á 
los  varones  como  á  las  hembras.  Creo  que  esta  enseñanza  resul- 
taría muy  importante  por  cuanto  alcanzaría  á  tantos  alumnos. 

No  hay  razón  alguna  para  que  la  Enseñanza  Manual  en  Cuba 
no  sea  igual  á  la  de  cualquier  otro  país.  La  unidad  de  acción  es 
un  factor  muy  importante  en  cualquiera  empresa,  y  debido  á  la 
aplicación  de  ese  principio  al  establecimiento  de  la  Enseñanza 
Manual  en  Cuba  se  obtendrían  no  sólo  los  mejores  resultados 
sino  un  ahorro  de  miles  de  pesos. 

El  excelente  plan  que  el  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  ha  adoptado, 
no  puede  menos  que  producir  los  mejores  resultados  si  es  obser- 
vado cuidadosamente. 

La  Enseñanza  Manual  en  las  Escuelas  de  Niñas.  La  Costura. — 
Aunque  la  llamada  Enseñanza  Manual  que  se  practicaba  durante 
el  año  pasado  en  las  escuelas  de  varones  no  era  más  que  una  far- 
sa, cosa  muy  distinta  ocurría  con  las  clases  de  costura  que  se 
daban  en  las  escuelas  de  niñas.  Dábase  mucha  importancia  du- 
rante la  época  de  la  colonia  á  estas  labores,  á  las  que  aún  se  con- 
sagra mucho  tiempo  en  las  escuelas  privadas  de  niñas.  En  vez 
de  ser  necesario  inducir  á  las  maestras  de  estas  escuelas  á  que  le 
enseñen  la  costura  á  sus  alumnas,  me  temo  que  en  muchas  de 
dichas  escuelas  se  dedique  demasiado  tiempo  á  estas  labores.. 
Las  magníficas  muestras  de  trabajos  de  esta  clase  que  fueron  en- 
viadas al  Certamen  de  Buffalo  son  prueba  suficiente  de  que  esa 
enseñanza  ha  producido,  en  general,  buenos  resultados;  pero  ne- 
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"  cesita  que  se  la  dé  una  organización  mucho  más  práctica.  La 
inmensa  mayoría  de  los  niños  que  concurren  á  nuestras  escuelas 
públicas  pertenecen  á  las  clases  medias  é  inferiores  de  la  socie- 
dad, y  para  que  la  enseñanza  de  la  costura  les  sea  beneficiosa,  es 
menester  que  puedan  aprovecharse  de  esas  lecciones,  para  llenar 
las  necesidades  de  sus  hogares,  siendo  igualmente  necesario  que 
dichas  lecciones  les  enseñen  los  principios  fundamentales  mencio- 
nados en  este  capítulo.  El  curso  de  costura  debiera  ser  estudia- 
do cuidadosamente  á  fin  de  conseguir  estos  resultados,  y  de  impe- 
dir que  se  pierda  tanto  tiempo  en  hacer  bordados  primorosos  de 
poca  utilidad  práctica. 

La  Ciudad  Escolar. 

Objeto  de  uLa  Ciudad  Escolar" . — í¿La  Ciudad  Escolar77  es  una 
innovación  educativa  basada  en  principios  sólidos  y  lógicos  sus- 
ceptibles de  aplicación  práctica  en  cualquiera  escuela  bien  dirigi- 
da, siendo  su  principal  y  más  laudable  objeto  obtener  el  mejo- 
ramiento de  los  sistemas  de  gobierno  de  países  libres  instruyendo  á 
los  individuos  que  los  constituyen,  desde  la  época  de  la  niñez,  en 
sus  deberes  cívicos.  En  otras  palabras:  tiende  este  nuevo  méto- 
do de  enseñanza  á  infundir  en  el  niño,  en  esa  edad  en  que  no  ol- 
vida fácilmente  las  impresiones  que  recibe,  ideas  claras  y  prácti- 
cas acerca  de  los  deberes  del  hombre  para  con  sus  semejantes  y 
para  con  su  país.  Con  este  sistema  se  logra  también  que  en 
la  escuela  reine  orden  y  disciplina,  sin  que  el  maestro  tenga  que 
ocuparse  del  asunto,  pues  este  resultado  se  logra  en  virtud  de 
los  esfuezos  de  los  niños.  Tiene  la  ventaja  de  que,  exceptuando 
el  tiempo  necesario  para  constituir  uLa  Ciudad  Escolar77,  con  su 
introducción  no  se  interrumpe  ninguna  de  las  labores  diarias  que 
en  la  escuela  se  realizan,  pues  el  sistema  se  aplica  fuera  de  las 
horas  de  clase.  ~Eo  se  trata,  por  tanto,  de  su  importancia  relati- 
va, sino  de  su  importancia  absoluta.  O  el  sistema  es  bueno  ó 
es  malo.  Si  es  bueno,  nada  se  pierde  adoptándolo  y  mucho  se 
puede  ganar,  pues  la  experieucia  nos  enseña  que  un  niño  que  es 
ciudadano  de  su  pequeña  ropública  escolar  parece  comprender  y 
apreciar  el  objeto  para  que  se  ha  establecido  su  escuela  mucho 
mejor  que  cuando  pertenecía  á  una  escuela  gobernada  de  distinta 
manera.  Se  ve,  pues,  que  "La  Ciudad  Escolar'7,  sin  quitarle  un 
solo  minuto  á  ninguno  de  los  ejercicios  que  se  practican  en  la  es- 
cuela, parece  que  aviva  la  inteligencia  del  niño  y  despierta  su  in- 
terés por  ellos. 

Si  el  objeto  de  nuestras  escuelas  públicas  es  formar  hombres 
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para  la  vida  en  el  sentido  más  amplio  de  esta  palabra,  ciertamen- 
te que  no  se  obtendrá  este  resultado,  si  se  permite  que  los  niños 
salgan  de  dichas  escuelas  sin  conocimiento  exacto  y  bien  definido 
acerca  de  sus  deberes  como  ciudadanos  y  como  individuos.  No 
puede  negarse  que  la  falta  de  desarrollo  de  los  elementos  de  mo- 
ral y  cívica  que  existen  en  el  niño,  y  que  la  ninguna  instrucción 
práctica  que  recibe  acerca  de  sus  más  elementales  deberes  como 
ciudadano,  es  uno  de  los  grandes  defectos  de  la  escuela  pública 
actual.  El  niño  oye  decir  barbarismos  gramaticales  y  observa  que 
no  se  practican  ciertos  elementales  principios  de  higiene,  pero  eso 
poco  importa,  porque  en  la  escuela  se  le  dice,  una  y  otra  vez,  que 
eso  es  malo,  y  se  le  indica  cómo  debe  expresarse  y  cómo  debe 
asearse.  Sin  embargo,  puede  su  país  sufrir  las  consecuencias  traí- 
das por  un  gobierno  corrompido,  sin  que  nadie  le  indique  que  los 
gobiernos  no  deben  ser  así,  ni  la  manera  como  se  consigue  que  no 
lo  sean.  Se  encuentra  el  niño  viviendo  en  un  país  democrático,  al 
amparo  de  la  bandera  de  un  pueblo  libre,  donde  se  le  dice  que  la 
voluntad  del  pueblo  es  suprema,  pero  en  la  escuela  se  encuentra 
rodeado  de  un  ambiente  monárquico,  donde  se  ejerce  el  principio 
•de  autoridad  con  mano  dura,  y  donde  la  voluntad  del  maestro  es 
omnipotente.  Las  impresiones  que  se  grab  anen  la  mente  de  un 
niño  son  indelebles,  y  si  en  la  escuela  él  respirase  una  atmósfera 
de  republicanismo;  si  se  diese  cuenta  de  que  tiene  ciertos  deberes 
que  cumplir  para  con  sus  compañeros,  y  ciertos  derechos  que  re- 
clamar de  los  mismos;  si  supiere  que  forma  parte  de  un  gobierno 
y  que,  al  propio  tiempo,  es  uno  de  los  gobernados;  se  sembrarían 
las  simientes  que  harán  que  el  niño  de  hoy  se  convierta  mañana, 
ya  hombre,  en  un  buen  ciudadano.  A  conseguir  este  resultado 
tiende  la  Ciudad  Escolar.  Es,  comparativamente,  una  idea  nue- 
va, y  su  autor,  el  Sr.  Wilson  L.  Gill,  quien  organizó  la  primera 
Ciudad  Escolar  en  New  York  en  el  año  de  1899.  Desde  entonces, 
ha  obtenido  el  sistema  gran  desarrollo  en  los  Estados  Unidos  y 
logrado  llegar  á  Europa.  Cuba  es  el  primer  país  en  que  forma 
parte  de  la  enseñanza  que  se  obtiene  en  las  escuelas  públicas.  Be 
todos  los  lugares  donde  se  ha  aplicado  este  sistema  llegan  intere- 
santes y  satisfactorias  relaciones  de  su  éxito.  De  una  Ciudad  Es- 
colar establecida  en  los  Estados  Unidos  es  el  siguiente  informe: 

Por  lo  que  respecta  á  los  beneficios  que  podrán  obtenerse  de 
este  método,  es  de  creer  y  hasta  de  esperar,  que  si  fuese  adoptado 
en  todas  las  escuelas  del  país,  nuestros  gobiernos  municipales  me- 
jorarían grandemente.  Hay  muchos  hombres  buenos  y  honrados 
en  la  ciudad  de  New  York  hoy,  que  no  se  creen  capaces,  sin  em- 
bargo, de  cumplir  con  sus  deberes  de  ciudadanos,  por  la  sencilla 
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razón  de  que  nunca  han  formado  parte  de  un  gobierno  municipal, 
y  por  lo  tanto  desconfían.  Pero  desgraciadamente,  estos  temores 
no  inquietan  al  hombre  de  conciencia  poco  escrupulosa.  Si  á 
todos  los  ciudadanos  de  ííew  York  se  les  hubiere  debidamente 
instruido  en  las  escuelas  acerca  de  sus  deberes  cívicos,  New  York 
sería  hoy  (á  buen  seguro  que  nadie  lo  negará)  una  ciudad  limpia. 
En  una  Ciudad  Escolar  dirigida  por  un  maestro  de  elevado  ca- 
rácter moral,  solamente  podrá  prevalecer  un  gobierno  verdade- 
ramente honrado,  y  de  cada  escuela  se  obtendría  el  contingente 
necesario  para  conseguir  más  tarde  un  gobierno  municipal  hon- 
rado y  limpio. 

Introducción  de  la  Ciudad  Escolar  en  Cuba. — A  fines  del  año  de 
1900,  el  Gobernador  Militar  obtuvo  los  servicios  del  Sr.  Gill  con 
el  objeto  de  que  introdujera  el  sistema  de  enseñanza  de  que  es 
autor  en  las  escuelas  públicas  de  la  Isla.  Dicho  señor  preparo 
inmediatamente  "La  Carta  de  la  Ciudad  Escolar, 7 '  que  fué  pu- 
blicada en  mayo  de  1901.  Siendo  el  objeto  del  sistema  enseñar 
los  principios  y  prácticas  que  debe  conocer  todo  ciudadano  de  un 
país  libre,  y  no  el  dar  á  conocer  la  forma  de  gobierno  de  un  país 
determinado,  no  contienda  "Carta"  más  que  principios  genera- 
les. Los  trabajos  comenzaron  en  la  ciudad  de  la  Habana  el  día 
13  de  mayo  con  la  organiz  ación  de  seis  ciudades  Escolares.  Los 
resultados  obtenidos  podrán  apreciarse  mejor  con  la  lectura  de 
los  siguientes  informes  rendidos  por  el  Superintendente  de  Ins- 
trucción de  la  Habana,  y  por  cada  uno  de  los  Directores  de  las 
seis  escuelas  en  que  se  introdujo  el  sistema. 

Habana,  diciembre  17  de  1901, 
Sr.   Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 
Señor: 

Tengo  el  honor  de  remitir  á  esa  Oficina  los  informes  solicita- 
dos de  los  Maestros  que  durante  el  Curso  pasado  implantaron  en 
sus  escuelas  la  "Ciudad  Escolar;"  por  la  lectura  de  los  mismos  se 
comprenderá  lo  beneficioso  que  resulta  el  sistema  referido;  pue- 
do por  mi  parte  afirmar  que  en  las  distintas  Escuelas  que  he  acom- 
pañado en  este  curso  al  Sr.  Gill  á  establecer  la  referida  "Ciudad 
Escola, 1 7  ha  sido  recibida  por  los  alumnos  con  gran  entusiasmo,  ha 
hiendo  demostrado  en  las  designaciones  de  los  Oficiales  gran  tino  y 
serenidad  de  juicio,  pues  siempre  han  recaído  los  nombramientos 
en  los  niños  de  más  concepto  por  su  aplicación  y  buena  asistencia. 
En  cuanto  al  porvenir  de  L  'La  Ciudad  Escolar7  ? ,  podemos  asegu- 
rar que  depende  exclusivamente  del  Director  y  Maestros  de  cada 
escuela.  Si  éstos  siguen  prestando  la  suficiente  atención  y  no  de- 
jan decaer  el  entusiasmo,  el  sistema  se  perfeccionará  haciendo 
sentir  su  beneficiosa  influencia. 

De  usted  atentamente, 

Dr.  Manuel  Aguiar. 
Superintendente  de  Instrucción. 
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Informe  del  Sr.  José  M.  Fernández  de  Velázco^ 
'Director  de  la  Escuela  N?  15. 

JSr.  Superintendente  de  Instrucción. 

Ciudad. 
Señor : 

En  contestación  á  su  atenta  comunicación,  fecha  29  de  noviem- 
bre próximo  pasado,  dando  traslado  de  otra  del  Sr.  Comisionado 
de  Escuelas,  de  fecha  13  del  mismo  mes,  en  la  que  se  pide  algu- 
nos informes  sobre  "La  Ciudad  Escolar",  debo  manifestar:  que 
habiendo  establecido  en  esta  Escuela  IS"?  15,  de  mi  dirección,  el 
sistema  de  enseñanza  cívica  intitulado  "Ciudad  Escolar"  desde  el 
mes  de  abril  del  corriente  año,  he  tenido  ocasión  de  observar  con 
gran  satisfacción  que  en  lo  que  toca  al  barrio  de  San  Leopoldo, 
donde  está  enclavada  esta  escuela,  ha  disminuido  mucho  la  mul- 
titud de  niños  que  pupulaban  por  las  calles  jugando  en  medio  del 
arroyo,  y  profiriendo  palabras  que  desdecían  mucho  de  la  educa- 
ción que  recibían,  ofendiendo  de  este  modo  á  la  moral  pública. 
Desde  que  se  estableció  la  Ciudad  Escolar,  que  lleva  qor  nombre 
la  del  ilustre  cubano,  "José  Antonio  Saco",  la  vigilancia  que  so- 
bre los  niños  se  ejerce  por  sus  mismos  compañeros  convertidos 
en  autoridad  por  elección  de  ellos  mismos  y  la  de  los  señores 
profesores  y  el  que  informa,  que  en  el  barrio  radican,  hace  que 
vaya  disminuyendo  la  inveterada  costumbre  de  los  niños  que  ya 
por  vivir  en  un  reducido  cuarto  ó  casas  sin  lugar  apropiado  para 
sus  juegos  infantiles,  verifican  éstos  en  medio  de  la  calle,  moles- 
tando al  tranquilo  ciudadano. 

He  notado  al  establecer  este  sistema,  que  las  designaciones 
para  los  once  concejales,  á  pesar  de  haber  sido  hechas  por  niños 
sin  experiencia  en  esta  clase  de  trabajos  electorales,  han  sido  ba- 
sadas en  el  criterio  más  justo  é  imparcial,  pues  no  ha  sido  nom- 
brado uno  solo,  que  no  haya  sido  merecedor  á  tal  distinción,  y 
después  al  nombrarse  por  el  Consejo  los  demás  cargos,  en  vota- 
ción secreta,  he  visto  con  complacencia  que  sin  hacerles  indica- 
ción de  ningún  género,  ni  ejercer  presión  sobre  ellos,  han  sabido 
elegir  los  mejores  de  la  escuela. 

El  orden  y  disciplina  de  la  escuela  en  conjunto,  en  nada  ha 
variado,  pues  éste  existía  antes  de  implantarse  este  sistema;  pero 
ha  mejorado  mucho  en  algún  aula  donde  los  policías  ayudan  en 
la  vigilancia  al  maestro,  lo  mismo  que  cuando  por  algún  motivo 
imprevisto  tiene  el  profesor  que  abandonar  su  aula. 

Considero  un  gran  medio  para  hacer  crecer  en  los  niños  el  sen- 
timiento de  la  moral  y  la  justicia,  así  como  para  enseñarles  desde 
ahora  los  grandes  deberes  que  como  ciudadanos  han  de  cumplir 
mañana. 

Aquí  donde  acabamos  de  romper  el  sistema  de  opresión  y  tira- 
nía que  nos  imponía  una  autoridad  repulsiva  y  antipática,  y  que 
más  de  una  vez  los  ciudadanos  caían  bajo  el  peso  de  la  Ley  por 
el  desconocimiento  de  ella  misma,  creo  que  es  uno  de  los  altos 
fines  que  debe  proponerse   el   que  á  la  enseñanza  se  dedique,  con 
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fe  y  vocación,  infiltrar  en  sus  alumnos  el  conocimiento  del  deber 
y  del  derecho,  y  así  como  antes  se  les  hacía  aprender  el  catecismo 
de  la  doctrina  cristiana,  hacerles  hoy  lo  misma  con  la  constitución 
de  su  país  y  con  la  cartilla  del  ciudadano. 

A  los  niños  que  hasta  ahora  no  han  visto  en  el  maestro  más 
que  el  verdugo  pronto  á  descargar  el  castigo  sobre  ellos,  en  vex 
del  padre  cariñoso  á  la  par  que  recto  y  justiciero,  y 'que  lejos  de 
inspirarle  cariño  y  respeto  sólo  les  ha  inspirado  terror,  antipatía 
y  odio,  les  satisface  ver  un  intermediario  desús  mismos  condiscí- 
pulos entre  el  profesor  y  ellos,  y  esa  satisfacción  es  mayor  si  se 
les  hace  comprender  la  gran  fuerza  moral  que  esos  niños  deben 
tener  sobre  ellos  que  los  han  elegido,  si  se  les  hace  comprender,  al 
imponerles  un  castigo,  que  son  ellos  los  que  lo  han  buscado  por 
faltar  á  sus  deberes,  por  contravenir  á  las  disposiciones  dictadas, 
si  se  les  hace  ver  que  la  Ley  ampara  al  ciudadano  honrado  y  cas- 
tiga al  perverso. 

Por  este  medio  se  va  inculcando  á  estos  niños  el  respeto  á  las 
autoridades  constituidas,  y  cuando  éstas  no  son  impuestas,  si  no 
elegidas  por  la  voluntad  libre  del  pueblo,  deben  ser  doblemente 
respetadas. 

X)e  este  modo  se  les  va  preparando  para  la  vida  publica,  y  ya 
que  hoy  desgraciadamente  la  atmósfera  de  nuestra  querida  Cuba 
está  caldeada  de  pasiones  cuando  ellos  entren  en  la  vida  política 
vengan  libres  de  esas  pasiones  y  sólo  velen  por  los  intereses  de  la 
Patria. 

El  que  suscribe,  antes  de  implantar  este  sistema  en  la  escuela 
que  dirige,  tenía  dos  Inspectores  que  se  elegían  mensualmente  por 
sus  compañeros  en  votación  secreta,  y  cuyas  elecciones  eran  pre- 
sididas por  ellos  mismos  que  nombraban  una  mesa  interina.  Si 
durante  el  tiempo  de  su  cargo  algún  Inspector  cometía  alguna 
falta  era  destituido  por  sus  compañeros,  debiendo  ser  por  lo  tanto 
un  modelo  de  conducta,  dándose  el  caso  muy  recomendable  de  que 
un  mismo  niño  fuera  reelecto  varias  veces. 

Este  sistema  ya  implantado  aquí  ha  servido  para  que  la  orga- 
nización de  la  "Ciudad  Escolar"  haya  sido  más  fácil  y  rápida. 

Creo  que  debe  continuarse  su  organización  en  todas  las  escuelas ; 
pero  es  necesario  que  dia  tras  dia  se  trabaje  por  su  completo  fun- 
cionamiento, es  preciso  que  las  personas  en  cagadas  de  su  organi- 
zación hagan  ver  sus  ventajas,  que  les  hagan  á  los  niños  compa- 
raciones con  los  organismos  municipales  constituidos  por  los  hom- 
bres en  que  éstos  acatan  y  respetan  las  leyes  y  disposiciones  de  la 
mayoría  aunque  éstas  sean  contrarias  á  su  opinión,  pues  todo  ciu- 
dadano está  obligado  á  respetar  la  Ley,  y  si  ésta  es  deficiente  ó 
mala  contribuir  á  su  mejoramiento;  pero  nunca  dejar  de  respe- 
tarla. 

Y  para  que  esos  niños  convertidos  en  autoridad  no  sean  el  blan- 
co de  los  odios  de  sus  condiscípulos,  es  necesario  que  el  maestro 
haga  comprender  á  éstos,  que  si  aquéllos  han  llegado  á  tan  alto 
puesto  no  ha  sido  por  simpatías  del  profesor  sino  por  sus  propios 
méritos  y  sólo  debe  servirles  de  estímulo  y  ejemplo. 

Las  máximas  del  Artículo  primero  del  Capítulo  primero  de  la 
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"Ciudad  Escolar" — ¿£Haz  con  los  demás  lo  que  quieras  que  hagan 
contigo"  y  "Ama  á  tu  prójimo  como  á  tí  mismo"  son  á  juicio  del 
que  suscribe  los  pedestales  de  granito  que  sirven  de  base  á  la  Mo- 
ral y  á  toda  religión. 

Débese  día  tras  día  inculcar  á  los  niños  el  amor  al  bien  y  el 
terror  al  mal,  aconsejarles  que  al  ejecutar  cualquier  acto  en  su 
vida,  antes  de  hacerlo  se  pregunten  á  sí  mismos:  "¿Me  gustaría 
que  se  me  hiciera  esto?"  y  si  allá  en  el  fuero  interno  de  su  con- 
ciencia una  voz  secreta  le  contesta  nó}  que  se  abstenga  de  hacerlo. 

En  resumen,  Sr.  Superintendente,  soy  de  opinión  que  la  "Ciu- 
dad Escolar"  es  beneficiosa:  que  es  más  fácil  obtener  el  orden  y 
disciplina  de  los  niños,  no  tan  sólo  dentro  de  las  escuelas  sino 
fuera  de  ellas;  que  á  los  niños  interesa  este  sistema  de  enseñanza 
cívica  y  los  estimula  el  buen  ejemplo,  y  por  último  debe  conti- 
nuarse su  organización. 

Informe  del  Sr.   Justo  L.   Falcon,   Director  de  la. 

Escuela  Num.  25. 

Sr.  Superintendente  de  Instrucción. . 
Ciudad. 

Señor : 

En  contestación  á  su  atenta  comunicación,  referente  á  los  re- 
sultados obtenidos  desde  la  implantación  de  la  u Ciudad  Esco- 
lar' 1  en  esta  escuela  á  fines  del  curso  anterior,  según  el  plan 
de  Mr.  Wilson  L.  Gill,  debo  poner  en  su  conocimiento  que  á 
pesar  de  la  festinación  con  que  se  llevara  á  cabo,  pude  ver  con 
gusto  el  resultado  satisfactorio  para  la  conservación  del  orden  y  el 
mejoramiento  de  la  disciplina,  que  ésta  sin  duda  producía,  y  como 
de  hecho  ha  producido.  La  creo,  por  consiguiente,  de  suma  uti- 
lidad tanto  para  la  Enseñanza  Moral  y  Cívica,  asignatura  por 
cierto  tan  descuidada  entre  nosotros,  y  de  resultados  práctica- 
mente patrióticos  y  utilitarios,  como  también  para  que  en  la 
infancia  empiecen  á  conocer  los  deberes  y  derechos  de  todo  buen 
ciudadano,  y  se  acostumbren  desde  luego  al  mecanismo  político 
y  social  de  la  forma  de  gobierno  adoptada  por  nuestra  Constitu- 
ción, esto  es,  la  República  Federal. 

Informe  de  la  señorita  Adelaida  Pinera. 

Sr.  Superintendente  de  Instrucción. 

Ciudad. 

Señor: 

La  Directora  que  suscribe  cree  que  es  realmente  beneficioso  el 
establecimiento  de  la  "Ciudad  Escolar"  en  nuestras  casas  de 
educación;  pues  juzgando  por  lo  ocurrido  en  ésta  que  dirige  la 
informante,  puede   así  asegurarse:  establecida  en  esta  escuela   al 

final  del  curso  pasado,  en  éste  se  han  podido  palpar  los  resulta- 
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dos.  Aun  cuando  en  esta  escuela,  y  pase  lo  que  pudiera  parecer 
inmodestia,-,  siempre  hubo  orden,  la  constitución  del  Ayuntamien- 
to con  sus  cargos  anexos  lo  aumentó,  y  lo  sostiene  á  satisfacción 
de  Maestras  y  visitantes,  pudiéndose  añadir  lo  mismo  respecto  á 
ideas  y  nociones  de  moral  y  civismo;  pues  las  niñas,  tanto  las 
elegidas,  como  las  que  las  eligieron,  se  han  estimulado  mutua- 
mente y  conservan  el  orden,  ayudan  en  los  trabajos  preparatorios 
á  las  Maestras,  fomentan  la  caridad  y  se  auxilian  en  los  casos  ne- 
cesarios, todo,  como  es  de  suponerse,  bajo  la  supervisión  de  sus 
Maestras  y  la  Directora. 

El  estímulo  referido  ha  llegado  en  esta  escuela  á  tal  grado  de 
perfección,  que  con  beneplácito  de  esta  Directora  y  sus  compa- 
ñeras, en  los  seis  meses  que  lleva  de  establecido  dicho  sistema,  el 
Juzgado  por  él  constituido,  no  ha  tenido  que  funcionar  una  sola 
vez  para  juzgar  á  una  niña,  rasgo  que  habla  muy  en  favor  de 
todas  ellas  y  de  la  constitución  de  la  Ciudad. 

En  esta  escuela  quedó  organizada  la  ciudad  y  funcionó  con  re- 
gularidad al  mes  de  constituida. 

Esta  dirección  cree  que  si  se  le  presta  atención  al  estableci- 
miento de  dicha  ciudad  resulte  un  bien  para  la  escuela,  y  como 
consecuencia  para  el  país,  por  ser  el  único  medio  de  llevar  á  la 
práctica,  de  hacer,  pudiera  decirse,  objetiva  la  enseñanza  cívica 
y  moral,  que  de  otra  manera  resulta  árida,  rutinaria,  y  sin  uti- 
lidad, como  toda  enseñanza  donde  no  puedan  interesarse  los  sen- 
tidos, donde  hechos  prácticos  y  tangibles  no  vengan  á  arraigar 
las  lecciones  aprendidas,  haciéndolas  el  producto  de  la  razón 
sabiamente  explotada,  y  no  la  memoria  simplemente  recargada. 

Informe  de  la  Sra.  Magdalena  Pardo  de  Castro  verde. 

Directora  de  la  Escuela  ETum.  48. 

Sr.  Superintendents  de  Instrucción, 
Ciudad. 

En  contestación  á  su  atenta  comunicación  respecto  al  siste- 
ma de  enseñanza  cívica  intitulado  "Ciudad  Escolar"  establecido 
por  la  que  suscribe  en  la  Escuela  48  debo  informar  á  Ud. 

Que  lo  considero  un  excelente  procedimiento  de  educación 
cívica. 

Que  ha  contribuido  entre  las  alumnas  á  fomentar  el  espíritu  de 
justicia,  demostrado  en  las  primeras  elecciones,  y  á  mantener  el 
principio  de  obediencia  á  las  autoridades ;  las  que  á  su  vez  desple- 
garon gran  interés  en  mantener  la  unión  entre  los  ciudadanos;  y 
que  en  los  casos  de  violación  de  las  leyes  de  la  Ciudad,  que  han 
sido  llevados  á  la  Corte,  ha  presidido  por  parte  de  los  Jueces  el 
más  elevado  sentimiento  de  justicia. 

Que  aunque  en  la  Escuela  48  reinaban  el  orden  y  disciplina 
escolar,  el  interés  que  despertó  en  las  alumnas  el  cumplimiento  de 
sus  deberes  como  ciudadanas  contribuyó  á  perfeccionar  este  orden  y 
disciplina  por  el  amor  con  que  cada  ciudadana  deseaba  contribuir 
al  bienestar  de  la  Ciudad  Escolar  c  'Unión"  á  que  pertenecían. 
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En  resumen:  Del  sistema  de  enseñanza  cívica  ¿ 'Ciudad  Esco- 
lar'7 obtuvieron  las  alumnas  las  ventajas  siguientes: 

Primera:  Preparación  en  el  conocimiento  de  los  deberes  y  ejer- 
cicio de  los  derechos  del  ciudadano. 

Segunda:  Amor  á  la  verdad  que  es  la  virtud  de  los  pueblos 
libres. 

Tercera:  Y  respeto  á  las  leyes  establecidas  que  regulan  el  or- 
den, principal  factor  en  toda  colectividad  civilizada. 

La  organización  de  la  Ciudad  Escolar  "Unión"  duró  dos  horas, 
realizándose  las  elecciones  con  el  mayor  orden  y  entusiasmo. 

El  corto  tiempo  que  funcionó  dicho  organismo  en  la  Escuela 
48  no  me  permite  dar  más  extenso  informe. 

Creo  que  su  continuación  puede  ser  beneficiosa  á  las  escuelas 
de  nuestra  Patria. 

Tnfokme  de  la  Srta.  María  de  los  Angeles  Landa. 
Directora  de  la  Escuela  num.  8. 

Sr.  Superintendente  de  Instrucción, 
Ciudad. 

Señor: 

Tengo  el  gusto  de  comunicarle  que  la  organización  de  la  "Ciu- 
dad Escolar"  en  esta  escuela,  ha  dado  magníficos  resultados, 
tanto  por  lo  que  al  orden  y  buena  disciplina  respecta,  cuanto 
porque  debido  á  su  influjo  ha  sido  más  fácil  poner  en  el  cora- 
zón de  nuestras  niñas  el  respeto  que  se  debe  á  la  Autoridad 
constituida,  respeto  que  practican  con  gusto  dentro  de  la  escuela, 
como  preparación  cívica  para  la  vida  ulterior  en  el  seno  de  su 
amada  República. 

La  organización  fué  fácil,  porque  contábamos  con  el  mejor 
factor  (una  buena  voluntad  al  servicio  de  una  causa  amada), 
cual  es,  el  deber  que  tienen  los  niños  cubanos  de  saber  ser,  no 
quiere  esto  decir  que  nuestra  organización  sea  perfecta,  pero  sí 
afirmar  que  con  la  continuación  del  sistema  llegaremos  á  obtener 
el  resultado  apetecido. 

la  Ciudad  Escolar  se  Establecerá  en  lets  Ciudades  más  Importantes  de 
la  Isla.-— En  vista  del  éxito  obtenido  con  la  aplicación  del  sistema 
se  decidió  que  era  conveniente  introducirlo  en  las  principales  ciu- 
dades de  la  Isla,  y  se  han  hecho  los  preparativos  necesarios  para 
realizar  este  propósito,  que  considero  será  muy  provechoso  duran- 
te el  año  escolar  entrante. 

Se  tropezará  en  la  introducción  del  sistema  con  la  dificultad  de 
que  algunos  maestros  desconocerán  su  objeto,  y  para  evitar  que 
no  se  aplique  bien  ó  que  se  le  mutile,  será  preciso  proceder 
con  cautela  y  precaución,  siendo  también  necesario,  por  igual 
motivo,  que  se  practique  una  constante  é  inteligente  inspección. 
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Exhibición  Escolar  Cubana  en  Buffalo. 

Nombramiento  ole  una  Comisión. — En  el  mes  de  febrero  se  solici- 
tó autorización  del  Gobernador  Militar  para  preparar  con  objeto 
á  la  Exposición  Pan- Americana,  que  se  había  de  verificar  en  la 
ciudad  de  Buffalo,  una  exhibición  de  los  trabajos  realizados  en 
las  escuelas  públicas  de  la  Isla,  proyecto  que  fué  inmediatamente 
sancionado  por  dicha  Autoridad,  quien,  al  propio  tiempo,  conce- 
dió un  crédito  suficiente  para  su  realización. 

A  propuesta  de  esta  Oficina,  se  nombró  una  Comisión,  que  se 
hizo  cargo  de  llevar  á  la  práctica  el  proyecto  y  que  se  componía 
de  los  señores  siguientes:  Matthew  E.  Hanna,  Comisionado  de  Es- 
cuelas Públicas,  Presidente.  Vocales:  Eduardo  Yero,  Superinten- 
dente de  Escuelas  de  la  Isla;  Dr.  Alejandro  María  López,  ex-Su- 
perintendente  de  Escuelas  Públicas  de  la  Provincia  de  la  Ha- 
Habana;  Félix  Soloni,  y  Antonio  Mesa  y  Domínguez,  quien  fué 
designado  por  sus  compañeros  para  la  Secretaría  de  la  Comisión. 

Clase  del  Trabajo  que  había  de  Realizarse.— Debe  admitirse  que  la 
Comisión  empezó  sus  tareas  con  bastante  desconfianza,  pues  su 
misión  consistía  en  preparar  una  exhibición  de  trabajos  hechos 
por  un  sistema  escolar  que  apenas  contaba  dos  años  de  edad,  y 
por  otra  parte,  como  era  el  primer  trabajó  de  esta  índole  que  se 
intentaba  llevar  á  efecto  en  la  Isla,  no  era  de  suponer  que  las 
Juntas  de  Educación,  con  cuyo  apoyo  tenía  que  contarse,  supieran 
exactamente  lo  que  debían  hacer  ni  que  estuvieran  preparadas 
para  llenar  su  cometido.  Además,  la  autorización  necesaria  pa- 
ra emprender  los  trabajos  no  fué  concedida  sino  tres  meses  an- 
tes de  la  fecha  en  que  los  efectos  habían  de  llegar  á  Buffalo ;  lo 
que,  unido  á  las  pobres  comunicaciones  que  existen  entre  muchas 
partes  de  la  Isla,  hizo  mayores  las  dificultades  y  obstáculos  que 
era  necesario  vencer.  Sin  embargo,  la  Comisión  estaba  segura  de 
que  podía  contar  con  el  entusiasmo  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación, 
y,  por  lo  que  á  ella  respecta,  entusiasmo  no  le  faltaba.  Las  es- 
peranzas de  la  Comisión  no  fueron  defraudadas,  pues  tanto  las 
Juntas  de  Educación,  como  los  maestros  y  los  alumnos  de  toda 
la  Isla,  coadyuvaron  con  tal  entusiasmo,  que  la  cantidad  de  efec- 
tos que  se  recibió  fué  mayor  de  la  que  esperaban  los  más  opti- 
mistas. El  primer  trabajo  que  realizó  la  Comisión,  fué  preparar 
una  circular  dando  cuenta  de  su  organización  y  del  propósito  que 
la  animaba,  circular  que  fué  profusamente  distribuida. 

Medidas  Adoptadas. — A  todas  las  Juntas  de  Educación  se  les 
facilitó  la  oportunidad  de  ayudar,  y  la  mayoría  de  ellas  la  apro- 
vecharon. Se  les  dieron  informes  acerca  de  la  clase  de   trabajo 
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que  se  había  de  realizar  y  también  instrucciones  acerca  de  la  ma- 
nera como  habían  de  entregar  en  la  Habana  sus  respectivos  efec- 
tos. Se  resolvió  reunir  en  esta  capital  dichos  efectos  para  arre- 
glarlos, en  lo  posible,  en  la  forma  que  serían  presentados  en  la 
Exposición.  El  Sr.  Francisco  de  P.  Machado,  Presidente  de  la 
Junta  de  Educación  del  Distrito  Urbano  de  Sagua  la  Grande,  fué 
encargado  para  recibir,  clasificar  y  exhibir  los  efectos  en  el  Arse- 
nal de  la  ciudad  de  la  Habana  que,  con  tal  motivo,  se  vio  muy 
concurrido  en  esos  días.  La  variedad  y  la  calidad  de  los  efectos 
que  se  recibieron,  que  comprendían  dibujos,  mapas,  muestras  de 
escritura,  trabajos  de  costura,  trabajos  de  fantasía,  de  carpinte- 
ría manual,  libros,  periódicos,  etc. ,  fueron  una  sorpresa  para  los 
miles  de  personas  que  visitaron  el  Arsenal  de  la  Habana. 

Remisión  de  los  Efectos  á  la  Exposición.  Éxito  de  nuestra  Exhibición 
Escolar. — En  el  informe  del  señor  Machado  se  da  cuenta  de  cómo 
fueron  expuestos  los  efectos  en  el  precioso  Pabellón  Cubano  de  la 
Exposición,  y  de  la  sorpresa  que  esta  Exhibición  Escolar  causó  á 
los  miles  de  americanos  que  la  vieron,  y  de  su  importancia  y  mé- 
rito comparada  con  las  de  otros  países  hispano  americanos.  La 
Comisión,  en  vista  de  la  importancia  que  tenía  la  exhibición, 
creyó  conveniente  encargar  al  Sr.  Machado  de  la  exposición  de 
los  efectos  en  Buffalo,  ya  que  con  tanto  éxito  había  realizado 
igual  cometido  en  el  Arsenal  de  la  Habana.  El  Sr.  Machado  es 
un  cubano  entusiasta  que  ha  empleado  muchos  años  al  servicio 
de  su  país,  que  quiere  sinceramente,  y  del  que  está  altamente  or- 
gulloso. Fué  un  placer  para  la  Comisión  el  proporcionarle  la 
oportunidad  de  enseñar  al  resto  de  América  los  maravillosos  ade- 
lantos hechos  en  instrucción  pública  en  Cuba,  y  lo  que  todavía 
en  este  ramo  puede  realizarse  si  se  continúa  la  labor  emprendida. 
Poco  después  ele  llegar  á  Buffalo  abrió  un  registro  en  el  que  todos 
los  visitantes  que  así  lo  desearan,  podían  inscribir  sus  nombres  y 
hacer  las  observaciones  que  tuviesen  por  conveniente  respecto  á 
nuestra  exhibición  escolar,  y  en  poco  más  de  un  mes,  miles  de 
personas  consignaron  en  él  sus  opiniones,  que  son  la  mejor  prue- 
ba del  sorprendente  éxito  del  esfuerzo  realizado.  De  dichas  opi- 
niones podrían  citarse  centenares  á  cual  más  interesantes,  pero  me 
limitaré  tan  sólo  á  copiar  aquí  la  subscripta  por  el  Sr.  Selim  H. 
Peabody,  Superintendente  de  la  División  de  Bellas  Artes 
de  la  Exposición  Pan- Americana  de  Buffalo. 

Esta  Exhibición  de  carácter  escolar  procedente  de  la  Isla  de 
Cuba,  es  una  presentación  muy  interesante  y  muy  notable.  Es 
notable  por  cuanto  demuestra  el  alto  grado  de  desarrollo  del  arte 


354, 

de  bordar  adquirido  por  niñas  y  por  mujeres,  que  indica  habilidad, 
gusto  delicado,  persistencia  en  el  esfuerzo  y  afición  por  las  labo- 
res de  la  casa;  todo  lo  cual  compone  una  base  sobre  la  que  pueden 
desarrollarse  otras  gracias  y  dotes  femeninas.  El  transcurso  de 
diez  años  servirá,  sin  duda  alguna,  para  obtener,  á  más  del  arte 
que  esta  exhibición  entraña,  el  desarrollo  de  las  facultades  y 
dotes  de  carácter  intelectual  que  han  sido  clasificadas  entre  las 
humanidades. 

Es  de  notar  que  la  mayor  parte  de  los  efectos  aquí  expuestos 
son  hechos  por  niñas.  En  alguna  futura  Exposición  esperamos 
ver  ocupando  lugares  igualmente  prominentes,  aunque  de  otro 
carácter,  trabajos  hechos  por  niños  que  crecerán  para  ser  hom- 
bres de  cultura  y  de  negocios,  aptos  para  el  gobierno  de  la  Reina 
de  las  Antillas. 

Debo  congratular  muy  sinceramente  á  todos  aquellos  que  han 
prestado  su  ayuda  al  desarrollo  de  la  instrucción,  y,  principal- 
mente  de  la  primaria,  en  esta  joven  nación.  ~No  puede  encontrarse 
ningún  otro  elemento  más  importante  de  verdadero  progreso.  Si 
esta  labor  continúa  sin  descanso,  alcanzando  sus  beneficios  hasta 
las  más  remotas  aldeas  de  la  Isla,  Cuba  experimentará  una  rege- 
neración completa,  gozando  además  de  su  independencia  tan  cos- 
tosamente adquirida. 

Medallas  y  otros  Premios  que  se  Obtuvieron. — Todas  las  provincias 
y  treinta  y  tres  distritos,  fueron  representados.  Los  objetos  de 
mayor  valía  vinieron  de  los  Distritos  Urbanos  de  Cienfuegos,  Sa- 
gua  la  Grande,  Matanzas  y  la  Habana.  Más  de  mil  objetos, 
fueron  recibidos. 

La  Exhibición  Escolar  Cubana  obtuvo  los  siguientes  premios: 

MEDALLAS  DE  ORO. 

El  Departamento  de  Instrucción  Pública  Primaria. 

,,    Distrito  Urbano  de  Matanzas. 

,,         ,,  ,,         ,,  Cienfuegos. 

,,         ,,  ,,         ,,  Sagua  la  Grande. 

Escuela  Privada  de  la  Inmaculada  Concepción,  Habana. 

MEDALLAS    DE    PLATA. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  la  Habana. 

,,  ,,         ,,  Santa  Clara. 

,,  ,,         ,,  Sancti  Spíritus. 

,,  ,,         ,,  Manzanillo. 

Escuela  Pública  N?  48,  Habana. 

Academia  de  Dibujo  de  la  Srita.  Adriana  Billini,  Habana. 
Escuela  Privada  "Santa  Eosalía,77  Santa  Clara. 

,,  ,,        de  la  Srita.  María  Luisa  Dolz,  Habana. 

,,  ,,        "Santa  Ana,''  Habana. 

Asilo  "El  Buen  Pastor,7'  Habana. 
Hermanas  de  la  Caridad,  Habana. 
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Escuela  Pública  N?  22 ,  Habana. 
24 

7  7  7  7  7  7        ^^7  7  7 

7  7  7  7  7  7         ov/>  7  7 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Begla. 

,,  ,,         ,,  Trinidad. 

,  ,       Municipal  de  Bainoa. 

, ,  , ,  , ,  San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas. 

"La  Escuela  Moderna/7  Habana. 
"El  Escolar7',  Holguin. 
Departamento  de  Beneficencia,  Habana. 

MENCIONES    HONORÍFICAS. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Candelaria. 

Escuela  Privada,  "San  Francisco  de  Sales,77  Habana. 

"La  Higiene,77  Habana. 

Libro  sobre  Pedagogía  por  José  María  Izaguirre,  Habana. 

Historia  de  Cuba,  por  A.  López  Torres,  Habana. 

1  'Revista  de  Instrucción, 7  7  Habana. 

Casa  de  Beneficencia  y  Maternidad,  Habana. 

Escuela  Privada  "San  Vicente  de  Paul,77  Habana. 

Esta  Exibición  demuestra  el  Éxito  del  Sistema  Escolar. — En  la  prepa- 
ración de  esta  exhibición,  se  hizo  un  esfuerzo  para  demostrar  por 
medio  de  datos  estadísticos  suministrados  por  los  principales  dis- 
tritos de  la  Isla,  el  progreso  que  se  había  realizado  en  las  escuelas 
públicas  durante  los  últimos  dos  años,  y  su  estado  actual.  Con 
este  objeto  á  varias  Juntas  de  Educación  se  les  ordenó  que  hicie- 
ran preparar  por  los  alumos  y  maestros  de  las  escuelas  públicas , 
cuadros  estadísticos  de  las  mismas.  Dichos  cuadros  fueron  he- 
chos de  manera  muy  artística  y  sirvieron  no  sólo  para  dar  una  idea 
del  estado  material  de  las  escuelas,  del  número  de  alumnos  ma- 
triclados,  de  la  asisitencia  etc. ,  sino  que  al  propio  tiempo  fueron 
excelentes  muestas  de  caligrafía.  El  Distrito  Urbano  de  Matan- 
zas presentó  un  cuadro  en  el  que  aparecen  los  retratos  de  los  miem- 
bros de  la  Junta,  del  Superintendente  de  Instrucción  y  de  varios 
maestros,  dispuestos  todos  de  la  manera  más  artística  sobre  el 
tronco  y  ramas  de  un  enorme  árbol,  todo  ello  hecho  á  pluma. 

Defectos  que  se  Señalan. — ~No  fué  posibe  preparar  un  modelo  que 
pudieran  seguir  todas  las  Juntas  de  Educación,  aunque  de  esa 
manera  se  hubiera  obtenido  uniformidad  en  el  trabajo,  pues  fué 
necesario  permitirle  á  cada  distrito  que  preparase  su  exhibición 
de  la  manera  que  estimase  más  conveniente.  A  consecuencia  de 
esto  hubo  gran  variedad  en  la  clase  y  calidad  de  los  efectos  que  se 
recibieron,  y  una  falta  de  sistema  que  se  observó  notablemente  al 
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coleccionarse  los  distintos  objetos.  Bajo  ningún  concepto  debie- 
ra tomarse  esta  exhibición  como  modelo  para  las  que  puedan  en  lo 
futuro  llevarse  á  efecto ,  por  su  falta  de  uniformidad  y  por  que 
hasta  cierto  punto  no  era  una  verdadera  muestra  del  trabajo  que 
se  viene  realizando  en  nuestras  escuelas  públicas.  En  la  exhibi- 
ción los  trabajos  de  costura  ocuparon  un  lugar  mucho  más  im- 
portante del  que  en  realidad  ocupan  en  nuestras  escuelas. 
Y  tan  es  esto  asi,  que  si  se  considerasen  secciones  de  la  exhibición 
por  sí  solas  se  podría  creer  que  se  trataba  de  una  exposición  de 
trabajos  de  costura  ó  de  fantasía  y  no  de  una  exhibición  de  efec- 
tos escolares.  Es  de  esperar  que  cuando  las  escuelas  públicas  d^ 
Cuba  tenga  que  preparar  nuevamente  una  exhibicón  análoga,  les 
será  posible,  con  la  experiencia  }'a  obtenida,  representar  más  ver- 
daderamente el  trabajo  que  se  realiza  en  el  ramo  de  instrucción 
pública  primaria. 

Escuelas   Pkivadas. 

Legislación  vigente  Respecto  á  Escuelas  Privadas. — La  única  mención 
que  se  hace  de  las  escuelas  privadas  en  la  vigente  Juey  Escolar  es 
en  el  Art.  88,  que  dice  así: 

Todo  padre,  tutor  ú  otra  persona  cualquiera  que  tenga  á  su  car- 
go un  menor  de  6  á  14  años  de  edad,  deberá  enviar  dicho  menor* 
á  una  escuela  pública  ó  privada  durante  no  menos  de  veinte  se- 
manas, de  las  cuales  diez  por  lo  menos,  empezando  con  las  cuatro 
primeras  del  año  escolar,  deberán  ser  sucesivas,  excepto  en  casos 
de  faltas  incidentales  en  la  asistencia  diaria  en  que  haya  causa 
fundada  para  no  asistir;  y  á  menos  que  el  Presidente  de  la  Junta 
de  Educación  de  distritos  municipales  ó  de  distritos  urbanos  de 
segunda  clase  y  el  Superintendente  de  Instrucción  de  distritos 
urbanos  de  primera  clase,  excuse  á  dicho  menor  de  asistir  cuando 
se  le  pruebe  satisfactoriamente  que  su  estado  físico  ó  mental  le 
impide  hacerlo  ó  que  en  su  casa  ó  en  una  escuela  privada  es  ins- 
truido por  persona  competente,  á  juicio  del  Secretario,  en  los  ra- 
mos de  lectura,  escritura,  geografía  y  aritmética. 

Este  Precepto  Legal  Debiera  ser.  Modificado. — Cuando  este  Artículo 
fué  redactado  no  había  llegado  el  momento  de  legislar  más  am- 
pliamente sobre  la  materia,  no  intentándose  otra  cosa  sino  impe- 
dir el  abuso  en  grande  escala.  Dicho  Artículo  prescribe  que  co- 
rresponde al  Secretario  de  cada  Junta  determinar  si  un  individuo 
es,  ó  no,  apto  para  establecer  una  escuela  privada,  precepto  éste 
muy  inadecuado,  por  lo  que  debiera  modificársele  con  arreglo  á 
las  siguientes  bases:   que  el  Gobierno  se  reserva  el  derecho  de  no 


357 

permitir  que  se  establezca  una  escuela  privada  mientras  no  se  le 
demuestre  á  su  satisfacción  que  el  maestro  ó  maestros  á  cuyo  car- 
go estarán  esos  planteles  son  personas  de  competencia,  y  que  las 
escuelas  funcionarán  en  casas  higiénicas,  etc. ;  que  las  escuelas 
privadas  están  sujetas  á  ser  inspeccionadas  por  las  personas  que 
al  efecto  se  autoricen;  y  que  puede  clausurarse  cualquiera  de  di- 
chas escuelas  cuando  así  se  considere  necesario  por  determinadas 
razones.  Aunque  no  ha  dejado  de  comprenderse  que  es  conve- 
niente y  necesario  completar  la  legislación  sobre  la  materia,  no 
se  ha  hecho  aún,  debido  á  que  ha  sido  preciso  atender  á  muchas 
otras  cuestiones  de  más  importancia.  Ya  ha  llegado,  sin  embar- 
go, el  momento  en  que  es  posible  prestar  mayor  atención  á  las 
escuelas  privadas  y  conseguir  así  que  estos  planteles  de  enseñan- 
za sean  lo  que  deben  ser:  auxiliares  valiosos  de  las  escuelas  públi- 
cas; y  durante  el  próximo  año  escolar  se  someterá  á  la  aprobación 
del  Gobernador  Militar  un  proyecto  de  Orden  tendente  á  mejorar 
el  nivel  de  las  escuelas  privadas. 

Las  Escuelas  Privadas  son  Necesarias. — -La  actitud  de  esta  Ofi- 
cina con  respecto  á  los  planteles  privados  de  enseñanza  ha  sido,  y 
creo  será  siempre  muy  generosa,  porque  aún  cuando  se  haya 
abusado  mucho  del  derecho  de  establecer  dichos  planteles,  no 
puede  negarse  que  han  prestado  una  gran  ayuda  al  país  en  un 
tiempo  en  que  no  había  escuelas  públicas,  y  tampoco  se  puede 
negar  que  han  colocado  ciertas  oportunidades,  aunque  exiguas, 
al  alcance  de  miles  de  niños,  que  de  lo  contrario  no  las  hubieran 
tenido.  La  Isla  de  Cuba  contiene,  actualmente,  más  de  medio 
millón  de  menores  de  edad  escolar,  de  los  cuales  800,000  están 
comprendidos  entre  las  edades  de  6  á  14  años.  Las  escuelas  pú- 
blicas que  actualmente  funcionan  tienen  cabida,  á  lo  sumo,  para 
200,000  niños,  y  como  no  es  posible  aumentar  el  número  de  es- 
cuelas, sino  que,  al  contrario,  es  probable  que  sea  disminuido, 
claro  está  que  mientras  la  situación  no  varíe,  la  Isla  necesita  de 
la  ayuda  de  todas  las  escuelas  privadas  buenas,  y,  en  vez  de  opo- 
nerles obstáculos  y  dificultades,  debiérase  alentarlas  en  toda 
forma  posible. 

La  Escuela  Pública  Comparada  con  la  Privada. — La  opinión  que 
generalmente  se  tiene  hoy  respecto  á  la  escuela  privada,  es  muy 
errónea.  Hubo  una  época,  años  atrás,  bajo  el  régimen  colonial, 
en  que  la  escuela  privada  era  superior  á  la  pública,  y  fué  enton- 
ces que  adquirió  fama,  sencillamente  por  el  contraste  que  ofrecía 
comparada  con  la  escuela  pública.  Las  escuelas  privadas  de  hoy 
no  son  peores  que  las  de  aquella  época,  quizás  sean  algo  mejor; 
pero  el  progreso  y  adelanto  realizados  en  las  escuelas  públicas  han 
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dado  por  resultado  una  diferencia  tan  notable  entre  las  dos,  que 
hoy  la  generalidad  de  las  escuelas  privadas  no  pueden,  bajo  nin- 
gún concepto,  sin  desmerecer,  ser  comparadas  con  la  generalidad 
de  las  publicas.  Este  cambio  ha  sido  tan  rápido,  que  el  público 
no  ha  podido  darse  cuenta  de  él,  por  lo  que  no  es  raro  encontrar 
padres  que  envían  sus  hijos  á  una  escuela  privada  pagando  por 
una  educación  que  éstos,  por  lo  general,  no  reciben,  teniendo, 
acaso,  una  escuela  pública  á  dos  pasos  de  distancia. 

La  Gran  Mayoría  de  las  Escuelas  Privadas  son  Pésimas. — En  las 
principales  ciudades  de  la  Isla  se  encuentran  algunas  escuelas 
privadas  muy  buenas,  dirigidas,  unas  por  particulares,  otras  por 
corporaciones,  y  otras  por  la  Iglesia;  pero  la  gran  mayoría  de  las  que 
existen,  son  de  las  llamadas  ^escuelitas;"  que  son,  como  es  bien 
sabido,  malísimas,  pues  funcionan  en  el  peor  cuarto  de  la  casa 
donde  vive  el  maestro  6  maestra,  su  mobiliario  y  textos  son  infa- 
mes, apenas  tienen  luz  ni  ventilación,  y  sus  maestros  son  á  me- 
nudo hombres  ó  mujeres  que  apenas  pueden  leer  ó  escribir.  Para 
comprender  en  toda  su  extensión  la  condición  deplorable  de  estas 
escuelitas,  es  necesario  visitarlas.  Son  hijas  del  estado  de  aban- 
dono en  que  estuvo  la  instrucción  primaria  durante  el  régimen 
colonial.  Había  deseos  de  aprender,  para  satisfacer  los  cuales  no 
eran  bastantes  las  escuelas  públicas.  Cualquiera  podía  abrir  una 
escuela  privada  no  ocupándose  nadie  de  averiguar  si  era,  ó  no, 
competente  el  maestro  que  de  ella  se  encargaba,  quien,  por  lo 
general,  era  un  hombre  ó  una  mujer  muy  ignorante,  muy  hara- 
gán, incapaz  de  ganarse  la  vida  de  cualquier  otra  manera.  El  país 
pedía  escuelas,  los  padres  de  los  niños  se  fijaban  únicamente  en 
el  nombre  que  á  ellas  se  les  daba,  y  un  abuso  en  grande  escala  ha 
sido  el  resultado. 

Manera  de  Conseguir  el  Adelanto  y  Mejoramiento  de  las  Escuelas 
Privadas. — No  es  razonable  suponer  que  este  abuso  desaparecerá 
á  menos  que  dichas  escuelas  no  se  coloquen  bajo  la  inspección 
del  Gobierno,  á  menos  que  alguien  no  tenga  autoridad  para  exi- 
gir que  los  maestros  de  las  escuelas  privadas  posean  ciertos  co- 
nocimientos, que  las  casas  en  que  establezcan  dichos  planteles  sean 
higiénicos,  que  apliquen  los  métodos  modernos,  que  tengan  hora- 
rios, etc.  Cualquier  Decreto  ú  Orden  que  se  promulgue  á  este 
respecto  debe  tener  por  objeto  tanto  la  protección  del  maestro  de 
toda  buena  escuela  privada,  como  la  de  la  colectividad;  debiendo, 
tembién,  alentar  y  estimular  las  escuelas  privadas  á  fin  de  que 
adelanten  y  se  perfeccionen. 

]STo  es  razonable  exigir  que  las  escuelas  privadas  faciliten  las 
mismas  ventajas  que  las  públicas  y  que  sirvan  á  éstas  de  auxilia- 
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res  de  valía,  mientras  le  sea  permitido  á  cualquiera  establecer,  á 
voluntad,  dichos  planteles;  no  es  razonable  tampoco  esperar  que 
sentirán  estímulo  ni  deseos  de  mejorar,  mientras  comprendan  que 
están  á  salvo  de  toda  inspección,  por  pésima  que  sea  la  escuela. 
Ha  llegado  el  momento  de  estudiar  este  importante  asunto  con 
la  atención  que  se  merece,  resolviéndolo  de  una  vez. 

Opinión  del  Superintendente  de  la  Provincia  de  Santa  Clara.— El 
Superintendente  de  Escuelas  de  la  Provincia  de  Santa  Clara,  al 
referirse  en  su  informe  á  las  escuelas  privadas,  dice  lo  que  sigue: 

Tenemos  entendido  que  va  á  dictarse  una  Orden  regulando  el 
funcionamiento  de  las  escuelas  privadas. 

La  medida  es  justa  y  necesaria.  De  seguro  que  el  Gobierno 
no  se  propone  coartar  el  derecho  que  tiene  todo  ciudadano  á  ejer- 
cer la  enseñanza  allí  donde  le  convenga.  Pero  al  Gobierno  toca 
evitar  que  la  enseñanza  de  los  niños  se  convierta  en  un  medio  de 
explotación.  Por  eso  es  de  su  deber  dictar  reglas  que,  amparan- 
do los  derechos  de  los  maestros  que  saben  serlo,  eviten  los  perjui- 
cios que  se  irroga  á  la  Sociedad  cuando  se  deja  á  cada  cual  en 
completa  libertad  de  organizar  las  escuelas  privadas  sin  llenar  de- 
terminados requisitos. 

Es  costumbre  muy  arraigada  en  Cuba  que  el  maestro  viva  con 
su  familia  en  el  local  destinado  á  la  escuela.  El  Gobierno  resol- 
vió con  alto  sentido  ese  punto  en  lo  que  respecta  á  la  escuela  pu- 
blica; pero  ha  quedado  en  pie  en  lo  que  hace  relación  con  las  es- 
cuelas privadas.  No  nos  oponemos  á  que  el  maestro  viva  en  el 
edificio  donde  tiene  su  escuela;  pero  sostenemos  que  no  debe  au- 
torizarse la  apertura  de  ninguna  escuela  privada  si  no  tiene  local 
amplio,  con  aire  y  luz  suficiente,  independiente  de  la  parte  em- 
pleada para  el  uso  del  maestro  y  de  su  familia.  Eso  de  que  du- 
rante la  noche  y  los  días  de  fiesta  se  emplee  la  sala  de  clases  en 
salón  de  recibo  ó  en  cuarto  de  dormir,  no  debe  consentirse.  El  lo- 
cal de  una  escuela  ha  de  renovar  el  aire  que  en  él  se  contiene, 
durante  el  tiempo  en  que  los  niños  se  retiren  á  sus  hogaros.  Ca- 
so es  éste  que  no  deben  ver  con  indiferencia  los  padres  de  familia 
y  las  Autoridades  escolares.  Pero  ya  que  los  primeros  no  se  cui- 
dan de  él,  bueno  será  que  las  segundas  se  preocupen  de  su  exis- 
tencia á  fin  de  evitar  los  males  que  acarrea  á  la  Sociedad. 

Datos  estadísticos  respecto  á  Escuelas  Privadas. — Nunca  se  han  ob- 
tenido datos  estadísticos  exactos  sobre  las  escuelas  privadas.  Du- 
rante el  año,  esta  Oficina  ha  conseguido  de  las  Juntas  de  Educa- 
ción ciertos  datos  respecto  al  número  de  escuelas  privadas  exis- 
tentes en  los  distintos  distritos,  su  matrícula  y  asistencia;  de  los 
cuales  la  siguiente  tabla  es  un  resumen. 
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Habana 

Matanzas 

Santa  Clara 

Pinar  del  Kío...... 

Puerto  Príncipe... 
Santiago  de  Cuba 


Número 

de  Escuelas. 

Matrícula. 

Asistencia 

342 

14,290 

12,050 

66 

2,771 

2,518 

90 

3,657 

2,997 

27    - 

494 

428 

23 

736 

621 

62 

2,385 

1,978 

610 

24,333 

20,592 

Estos  datos  son,  según  creo,  muy  inexactos,  especialmente  en 
lo  que  se  refieren  á  la  matrícula  y  á  la  asistencia,  pues  arrojan 
un  número  de  matriculados  por  maestro  mucho  mayor  del  real,  y 
un  tanto  por  ciento  de  matriculados  que  asiste  diariamente  tan 
crecido  que  resulta  irrisorio  para  todo  el  que  conoce  la  situación. 
Se  expresan  estos  datos  simplemente  con  el  objeto  de  dar  una  idea 
acerca  del  número  de  escuelas  privadas  existentes  en  la  Isla. 

Casas   de   Escuela. 


Dificultades  para  Conseguir  Edificios  Adecuados. — Por  regla  gene- 
ral, los  edificios  en  que  están  instaladas  las  escuelas  son  casas 
particulares  alquiladas  por  el  Gobierno  y  arregladas  de  la  mejor 
mejor  manera  posible  para  el  uso  á  que  se  las  dedica.  Siempre 
que  lia  sido  posible  conseguirlos,  se  han  utilizado  con  preferencia 
edificios  pertenecientes  al  Estado,  como  antiguos  cuarteles,  cárce- 
les, hospitales,  etc.  Muchos  edificios  de  esta  clase  se  encontra- 
ban abandonados  por  no  necesitarse  ya  para  el  objeto  para  que 
fueron  construidos,  y  varios  de  ellos  han  sido  convertidos  en 
casas-escuelas,  con  poco  gasto  en  algunos  casos,  con  gastos  muy 
crecidos  en  otros. 

Como  se  ha  manifestado  en  el  primer  volumen  de  esta  Memoria ? 
hace  un  año  no  había  en  toda  la  Isla  una  sola  casa  de  escuela  pro- 
piedad del  Estado,  quien  tiene  que  pagar  una  renta  por  casi  todas 
las  1,850  casas  que  tiene  alquiladas  que  varía  desde  un  mínimun 
de  $5.00  hasta  un  máximun  de  $20.00,  por  aula,  siendo  el  prome- 
dio de  $  8.00  por  aula.  Estos  alquileres  son  realmente  exorbitan- 
tes. Hay  algunos  distritos  en  la  Isla  donde  es  posible  obtener 
buenas  casas  por  reducido  alquiler;  pero  como  regla  general,  es 
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difícil  conseguir  casas  adecuadas  al  objeto,  por  lo  cual  es  preciso 
pagar  alquileres  muy  subidos.  Durante  el  año  se  ha  aprobado 
para  alquileres  solamente,  la  cantidad  de  $  327,405.84. 

Una  casa  de  vivienda  del  tipo  común  en  la  Isla  se  adapta  muy 
pobremente  para  usos  escolares;  pues,  generalmente,  constan 
de  un  cuarto  grande,  á  veces  dos,  y  el  resto  de  la  casa  está  divi- 
dido en  pequeñas  habitaciones  completamente  inútiles  para  nues- 
tro objeto.  Para  poderlas  utilizar  como  casas  de  escuela,  es  pre- 
ciso derribar  tabiques  y  hacer  otras  obras  que  equivalen  á  refor- 
mar en  parte  el  edificio.  Dichas  mejoras  debieran  ser  costeadas 
por  los  dueños;  pero  éstos  en  muchos  casos  se  han  negado  á  ello, 
y  el  Estado  ha  tenido  no  solamente  que  costear  las  referidas  me- 
joras, sino  que  comprometerse,  en  caso  de  que  la  desocupe,  á  de- 
jar la  casa  en  las  condiciones  en  que  la  encontró. 

Desde  luego  se  comprende  que  las  casas  mejores  son  las  más 
difíciles  de  conseguir,  porque,  naturalmente,  al  dueño  de  una 
buena  casa  no  le  gusta  que  en  ella  se  hagan  alteraciones  tan  radi- 
cales, y  resulta  muchas  veces  que  se  ve  uno  obligado  á  alquilar 
las  peores  casas  de  la  localidad.  La  luz  y  la  ventilación  de  estas 
casas  de  vivienda  son,  por  lo  general,  malas,  y  aun  después  de 
realizar  en  ellas  las  modificaciones  necesarias,  no  se  obtienen  au- 
las tan  espaciosas  como  se  desean.  Están  de  tal  modo  construi- 
das, que  los  niños  para  ingresar  en  sus  aulas  tienen  que  atrave- 
sar otras,  y  es  con  frecuencia  muy  difícil  colocar  bien  sobre  las 
paredes  los  mapas,  encerados,  etc.  Los  pisos  son  de  mármol  ó 
de  losa,  por  lo  cual  es  preciso  fijar  los  pupitres,  atornillándolos  á 
unas  tabliilas  que  se  adquieren  con  ese  objeto.  Las  casas  de  las 
ciudades  tienen  patios  muy  pequeños,  impropios  para  lugares  de 
recreo.  Debido  á  este  estado  de  cosas,  hice,  en  el  primer  volu- 
men de  esta  Memoria,  gran  hincapié  acerca  de  la  necesidad  im- 
periosa de  que  por  el  Gobierno  se  empezara  inmediatamente  la 
construcción  de  casas  para  escuelas.  Lo  que  nuestro  sistema  es- 
colar más  necesita  son  buenos  maestros  y  buenas  casas  de  es- 
cuela. 

Mejoras  Obtenidas  á  este  Respecto  Durante  el  Año. — Durante,  el 
año,  sin  embargo,  se  han  realizado  cambios  que  han  dado  por  re- 
sultado que  las  escuelas  funcionen  hoy  en  mejores  edificios.  La 
gran  rapidez  con  que  se  organizaron  las  escuelas  en  la  primavera 
de  1900,  hizo  casi  imposible  que  las  Juntas  de  Educación  pudie- 
ran instalarlas  en  las  casas  más  á  propósito,  pero  poco  á  poco,  á 
medida  que  se  ha  presentado  una  oportunidad,  se  han  ido  aban- 
donando los  edificios  peores,  arrendando  otros  en  mejores  condi- 
ciones.    Algunas  Juntas  de  Educación  han  mejorado  sus  casas 
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de  esta  manera,  espontáneamente,  pero  esta  labor  se  debe,  en  gran 
parte,  á  las  gestiones  de  los  Inspectores  nombrados  por  esta  Ofi- 
cina, los  que  han  ido  de  distrito  en  distrito  inspeccionando  to- 
das las  casas  de  escuela  y  no  abandonando  el  distrito  hasta  que 
no  se  hubieran  efectuado  los  traslados  ó  mejoras  que,  en  su  con- 
cepto, era  necesario  realizar.  En  algunos  distritos  se  han  alqui- 
lado nuevas  casas,  y  en  otros  se  han  derribado  tabiques,  abierto 
ventanas,  compuesto  techos,  etc.  En  cierto  distrito  urbano  de 
la  Isla,  en  que  había  alquiladas  16  casas-escuelas,  no  encontré 
una  sola  que  sirviera  para  el  caso,  y,  sin  embargo,  la  Junta  de 
Educación  no  había  hecho  ni  hacía  esfuerzo  alguno  por  mejorar 
la  situación.  En  todas,  excepto  una,  vivían  familias  que  ocupa- 
ban lo  mejor  de  las  casas,  y  en  el  reducido  espacio  no  ocupado 
por  las  familias  funcionaban,  en  cada  casa,  dos  aulas.  Lo  mis- 
mo ocurría  en  otros  distritos  y  las  respectivas  Juntas  de  Educa- 
ción, ya  sea  por  ignorancia  ó  por  falta  de  interés,  no  hacían  de 
motil  propio  ningún  esfuerzo  por  conseguir  mejores  edificios.  En 
estos  lugares  es  donde  los  Inspectores  nombrados  por  esta  Oficina, 
han  prestado  sus  mejores  servicios.  Ha  sido  éste  un  procedi- 
miento tardo,  pero  era  el  único  que  en  la  práctica  podía  dar  re- 
sultados, en  virtud  de  que  en  muchos  distritos  no  existía  el  inte- 
rés necesario  para  ocuparse  de  mejorar  sus  escuelas  en  lo  posible. 
A  dichos  lugares  fueron  los  Inspectores  á  realizar  trabajos 
que  debían  haberse  efectuado  por  las  respectivas  Juntas  de 
Educación. 

Este  procedimiento  aún  continúa;  á  todas  las  Juntas  de 
Educación  se  les  ha  ordenado  que  traten  siempre  de  instalar 
sus  escuelas  en  las  mejores  casas  que  puedan  conseguir,  alqui- 
lando, si  fuere  posible,  las  recién  construidas;  pero  las  mejoras 
que  de  esta  manera  puedan  obtenerse  tienen  su  límite,  y  el 
asunto  es  de  tanta  importancia,  que  la  reforma  debe  hacerse  de 
manera  más  radical. 

La  Isla  debe  tener  casas-escuelas  construidas  ad  hoc  por  el  Es- 
tado, y  no  me  es  necesario  poner  de  manifiesto  las  conveniencias 
de  carácter  económico,  pedagógico  é  higiénico  que  abogan  en  fa- 
vor de  esta  medida. 

Proyecto  para  Construir  'Casas  de  Escuela. — En  el  mes  de  marzo  de 
1901  sometí  á  la  aprobación  del  Gobernador  Militar  de  la  Isla  el 
siguiente  proyecto  para  la  construcción  de  casas-escuelas,  con 
arreglo  á  las  líneas  generales  recomendadas  en  el  primer  volumen 
de  esta  Memoria. 
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Habana,  11  de  marzo  de  1901. 

Al  Ayudante  General  del  Departamento  -de  Cuba, 

Señor: 

Tengo  el  honor  de  someter  el  siguiente  proyecto  á  la  consi- 
deración del  Gobernador  Militar.  En  distintas  comunicaciones 
he  expuesto  la  necesidad  de  adoptar,  con  la  mayor  premura,  las 
medidas  convenientes  para  construir  casas  de  escuela  en  los 
puntos  de  la  Isla  en  que  hagan  más  falta,  y  durante  algún  tiempo 
me  he  ocupado  de  reunir  datos  suficientes  para  permitirme  tra- 
tar nuevamente  el  asunto  con  la  concisión  y  claridad  necesarias. 
Con  este  objeto,  dirigí  hace  algunas  semanas  una  circular  á  todas 
las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  la  Isla,  pidiéndoles  datos  acerca  de 
las  condiciones  de  las  casas  ocupadas  por  sus  respectivas  escue- 
las; pero  no  todas  la  han  contestado  y,  después  de  todo,  las  con- 
testaciones obtenidas  no  sirven  sino  para  demostrar  que  hacen 
falta  casas  de  escuela,  en  ciertos  distritos  especialmente;  pero 
no  indican  ni  el  número  de  casas  necesarias,  ni  los  lugares  donde 
éstas  debieran  construirse,  ni  algún  otro  dato  de  interés,  por  lo 
que  me  he  llegado  á  convencer  de  que  es  preciso  conseguir  los 
datos  necesarios  de  otra  manera.  Exceptuando  determinados 
distritos  como  el  de  Holguín,  por  ejemplo,  la  necesidad  de  casas- 
escuelas  parece  ser  la  misma  en  toda  la  Isla,  aunque  quizás  sea 
mayor  en  las  Provincias  de  Santiago  de  Cuba  y  Pinar  del  Río. 
Si  se  ha  de  destinar  una  cantidad  con  este  objeto,  debe  tomarse 
una  base  para  que  todas  las  secciones  de  la  Isla  reciban  iguales 
beneficios,  y  en  mi  opinión  el  mejor  plan  sería  determinar  la 
cantidad  que  se  ha  de  destinar  para  la  construcción  de  casas- 
escuelas,  tomando  como  base  la  población  entre  las  edades  de  5 
á  17  años,  que  es,  aproximadamente,  igual  á  la  de  6  á  18  años 
de  edad.  Acompaño  un  estado,  tomado  del  Censo  Oficial  de 
1899,  que  indica  la  población  de  5  á  17  años  de  edad  de  la  Isla, 
por  Ciudades,  Términos  Municipales  y  Provincias.  La  suma, 
per  capita,  que  se  señale  depende,  naturalmente,  de  la  cantidad 
total  que  se  pueda  destinar  para  el  objeto  de  que  se  trata,  pero 
creo,  y  así  lo  recomiendo,  que  no  debe  ser  menor  de  $2  por  ca- 
beza. Con  esta  suma,  los  distritos  de  población  más  escasa  po- 
drán construir,  á  lo  menos,  una  casa  de  escuela,  y  se  llenarán 
las  necesidades  más  urgentes  de  casi  todos  los  distritos  escolares 
de  la  Isla.  Si  se  resolviera  fijar  la  suma  per  capita  que  acabo  de 
indicar,  ascendería  la  cantidad  destinada  á  construir  casas  de 
escuela  á  $1,106,056,  que  se  distribuiría  en  la  forma  señalada  en 
el  estado  que  acompaño,  y  con  la  que  se  le  facilitaría  á  los  dife- 
rentes distritos  municipales  fondos  para  construir  casas  de  es- 
cuela del  tipo  y  clase  que  se  señalan  también  en  el  referido  estado. 
Opino  que,  dadas  las  sumas  que  se  vienen  destinando  al  desa- 
rrollo de  la  enseñanza  elemental,  no  es  exagerado  dedicar  poco 
más  de  un  millón  de  pesos  para  la  construcción  de  edificios  para 
escuelas. 
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Durante  los  cuatro  meses  de  septiembre,  octubre,  noviembre  y 
diciembre  del  año  de  1900,  la  suma  total  aprobada  para  las  escue- 
las públicas  ascendió  á  $904,612.79,  y  tomando  esta  cantidad 
como  una  base  para  calcular  la  suma  que  será  necesario  gastar 
en  el  año  escolar  de  1900-1901,  nos  encontramos  con  que  dicha 
suma  ascenderá  á  $2,713,838.37,  á  la  que  hay  que  agregar 
$200,000  aproximadamente,  para  libros  de  texto,  mobiliario  y  ma- 
terial, que  lia  sido  ya  casi  todo  adquirido,  pero  que  aún  no  se  ha 
pagado. 

El  total  de  gastos  seria,  pues,  el  siguiente: 

Gastos  ordinarios  durante  el  año $2,713, 838 . 3 7 

Materia],  mobiliario,  etc 200,000.00 

Construcción  de  casas-escuelas 500, 000. 00 

Total  para  el  año $3,413,838.37 

Si  el  proyecto  de  que  trato  fuere  aprobado,  seria  absolutamente 
imposible,   durante  el  corriente  año,   gastar  económicamente  la 
suma  de  $1,106,056.00,   teniendo  en  cuenta  que  seria   preciso 
construir  casas  en  130  distritos,  poco  más  ó  menos,  y  en  distintos 
lugares   en  cada  distrito.     Lo   más  que  podremos  realizar  será 
aliviar  la  situación  de  los  distritos  que  más  sufren  con  la  carencia 
de  casas,  y  por  muy  rápidamente  que  se  trabaje  no  podrá  reali- 
zarse el  proyecto  en  toda  su  extensión  en  menos  de  dos  años, 
aun  cuando  se  hicieran  desde  ahora  todos  los  preparativos  para 
llevarlo  á  la  práctica.     Digo  que  debieran  consignarse  dos  pesos 
por  cada  habitante  de  5  á  17  años  de  edad  simplemente  para  ex- 
presar la  idea  de  que  el  crédito  que  se  conceda  debe  ser  distribui- 
do de  manera  proporcional  en  toda  la  Isla,  evitándose  asi  justas 
criticas.     Por  tanto,  en  la  presente  relación  de  gastos,  he  inclui- 
do la  suma  de  medio  millón  de  pesos,  que  es  la  cantidad  máxima, 
que  puede  gastarse  económicamente  en  el  corriente  año  escolar. 
El  trabajo  debiera  empezarse  inmediatamente  en  todas  las  pro- 
vincias de  la  Isla,    en  aquellos  distritos  donde  la  necesidad  sea 
mayor.     En  la  Provincia  de  Santiago,  creo  que  el  distrito  más 
necesitado  es  el  de  Holguín;  en  la  de  Puerto  Principe,  los  de  Mo- 
rón y  Ciego  de  Avila;  pero  en  las  demás  provincias  todavía  no 
puedo  manifestar  con  certeza  por  donde  se  debiera  empezar. 

En  muchas  partes  de  la  Isla,  los  propietarios  cederán  gustosa- 
mente los  lotes  de  terreno  necesarios  para  construir  las  casas. 
Acompaño  planos  de  cuatro  casas  distintas  y  una  relación  del 
costo  de  cada  una  de  ellas  y  de  las  condiciones  á  que  mejor  se 
adaptan.  Si  este  plan  es  aprobado,  tomaré  inmediatamente  las 
medidas  necesarias  para  conseguir  los  datos  que  aún  faltan  para 
empezar  el  trabajo.  Los  Inspectores  Especiales  de  que  dispongo, 
más  uno  ó  dos  empleados  que  al  efecto  nombraría,  podrán  dentro 
de  poco  tiempo  conseguir  los  lotes  en  que  deben  construirse  las 
casas-escuelas,  y  todos  los  datos  necesarios  para  celebrar  en  debida 
forma  los  contratos.  En  cada  contrato  se  debe  incluir  la  cons- 
trucción de  un  número  de  casas  suficiente  para  que  el  contratista, 
pueda  hacer  el  trabajo  á  un  precio  más  reducido.     En  muchas  de 
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las  capitales  municipales  hay  edificios  que  los  respectivos  Ayun- 
tamientos cederán  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  si  éstas  los  reparan, 
y  en  tales  casos  los  fondos  que  le  corresponden  á  esos  distritos 
podrán  gastarse  más  ventajosamente  reparando  dichas  casas  que 
construyendo  otras  nuevas.  El  Jefe  de  Ingenieros  de  la  ciudad 
de  la  Habana  me  informa  que  preparará  los  planos  si  se  necesitan 
sus  servicios.  En  mi  informe  anual  y  en  otras  comunicaciones  he 
insistido  sobre  la  economía  que  resulta  de  este  proyecto,  por  lo 
que  no  hago  nuevamente  mención  de  este  punto. 

Respetuosamente  solicito  que  este  asunto  se  estudie  á  la  bre- 
vedad posible. 

Muy  respetuosamente, 

Matthew  E.  Hanjsta. 

Ayudante  de  (lampo, 
Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Pública.*. 

Este  proyecto  fué  sin  demora  alguna  sancionado  por  el  Gober- 
nador Militar,  é  inmediatamente  se  adoptaron  las  medidas  nece- 
sarias para  que  las  obras  de  construcción  se  empezaran  cuanto 
antes.  Se  resolvió,  siempre  que  fuere  posible,  reparar  los  edifi- 
cios pertenecientes  al  Estado  que  reuniesen  buenas  condiciones  y 
construir  casas  donde  no  hubiere  este  recurso,  y  la  experiencia 
de  los  primeros  meses  demostró  que,  con  igual  gasto,  se  obten- 
drían mejores  resultados  adoptando  el  primero  de  estos  planes, 
pues  una  gran  parte  del  material  que  se  usa  en  la  construcción  de 
casas  buenas  es  importado,  por  lo  que  resultan  dichas  casas  muy 
costosas.  En  los  lugares  en  que  hubo  que  construir  los  edificios  fué 
necesario  conseguir  gratis  los  lotes  de  terreno;  pero  esto  nunca  pre- 
sentó grandes  dificultades,  pues  los  propietarios  siempre  han.  ce- 
dido gustosamente  á  las  Juntos  de  Educación  los  terrenos  que  és- 
tas les  han  pedido  con  el  objeto  indicado.  Los  traspasos  de  pro- 
piedad han  sido  hechos  en  forma,  quedado  dichos  lotes  inscriptos 
en  los  respectivos  Registros  de  la  Propiedad  á  nombre  de  la  Jun- 
ta de  Educación  correspondiente. 

Principio  de  las  Obras  de  Construcción. — El  trabajo  de  construc- 
ción y  de  reparación  ha  sido  realizado  bajo  la  dirección  del  Depar- 
tamento de  Ingenieros  de  la  ciudad  de  la  Habana;  del  Departa- 
mento de  Ingenieros  de  la  ciudad  de  Santiago  de  Cuba;  de  la  Se- 
cretaría de  Obras  Públicas;  del  Capitán  W.  B.  Barker,  Oficial 
Pagador,  Cienfuegos;  del  Capitán  W.  S.  Sc.ott,  Oficial  Pagador, 
Ciego  de  Avila;  y  del  Capitán  R,  G.  Paxton,  del  Décimo  de  Ca- 
ballería, Oficial  Pagador,  Holguín.  Los  lotes  de  terrenos  necesa- 
rios para  la  construcción  de  nuevas  casas,  y  los  viejos  edificios 
públicos  que  se  deseaba  convertir,   reparándolos,   en  casas-escuc- 
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las,  fueron  conseguidos  en  virtud  de  las  gestiones  practicadas  por 
los  Inspectores  de  esta  Oficina.  La  Secretaría  de  Hacienda  auto- 
rizó el  uso  de  los  siguientes  edificios  pertenecientes  al  Estado: 
el  antiguo  Cuartel  de  Caballería  de  la  ciudad  de  Pinar  del  Rio; 
el  Cuartel  de  Güines;  el  Hospital  Militar  de  San  Ambrosio  en  la 
Habana;  y  los  Cuarteles  de  Cárdenas,  Cienfuegos,  Colón,  San 
Juan  de  los  Yeras,  Santa  Clara,  Trinidad,  Ciego  de  Avila,  Puer- 
to Príncipe,  Sagua  la  Grande,  San  Luis,  (Provincia  de  Santiago 
de  Cuba) ;  Santiago  de  Cuba  y  Nueva  Gerona.  El  Ayuntamien- 
to de  Matanzas  cedió  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  del  Distrito  el  edi- 
ficio antes  destinado  á  la  Cárcel,  y  otras  cesiones,  aunque  de  me- 
ner  cuantía,  se  han  obtenido  en  otros  lugares.  Se  han  conseguido 
lotes  de  terreno,  ya  de  particulares,  ya  de  los  respectivos  Ayunta- 
mientos, ó  de  ambas  maneras,  en  los  Términos  Municipales  de 
Pinar  del  Eio,  Guanajay,  Palacios,  Güira  de  Melena,  Alquízar, 
La  Salud,  Santiago  de  las  Vegas,  Marianao,  Bolondrón,  Jagüey 
Grande,  Pedro  Eetancourt,  Alacranes,  Jovellanos,  Morón  y  Hol- 
guín.  No  ha  sido  posible  aún,  reparar  todos  los  edificios  mencio- 
nados ni  construir  casas  en  todos  los  lotes  obtenidos,  pero  se  ha 
llevado  á  cabo  gran  parte  del  trabajo  y  se  están  tomando  las  me- 
didas oportunas  para  terminarlo  todo. 

Tipo  de  Casa  Adoptado,  Ayuda  Prestada  por  el  Departamento  de 
Ingenieros  de  la  Habana. — Bajo  la  dirección  del  Departamento  de 
Ingenieros  de  la  ciudad  de  la  Habana,  se  hicieron  los  planos  y 
los  pliegos  de  condiciones  para  la  construcción  de  casas  de  una, 
de  dos  y  de  tres  aulas  de  diferentes  tipos  y  costo,  para  los  pueblos 
pequeños  y  para  los  distritos  rurales,  dependiendo  el  costo  de  la 
casa  ó  casas  de  la  importancia  y  tamaño  del  pueblo.  Para  el 
campo  se  hicieron  casas  de  un  tipo  solamente.  Al  principio  se 
pensó  en  que  todas  estas  casas  fuesen  construidas  por  contratis- 
tas, y  se  solicitaron  ofertas  á  este  respecto,  pero  aunque  se  reci- 
bieron unas  cuantas  y  hubo  bastante  competencia,  todas  resulta- 
ron tan  altas,  que  fué  necesario  rechazarlas.  En  consecuencia, 
se  autorizó  al  Departamento  de  Ingenieros  de  la  Habana  para 
que  se  hiciera  cargo  de  la  construcción  de  dichos  edificios  con 
arreglo  á  los  presupuestos  hechos  por  el  mismo  Departamento, 
que  eran  mucho  más  bajos  que  las  ofertas  presentadas  por  los 
contratistas.  No  cabe  duda  que  esta  resolución  del  Gobernador 
Militar,  permitiéndole  al  referido  Departamento  hacer  este  traba- 
jo, ha  sido  muy  provechosa  para  el  Tesoro  de  la  Isla,  pues  se  ha 
podido  hacer  mayor  cantidad  de  trabajo  y  á  precio  mucho  más 
razonable  que  el  que  se  pudiera  haber  obtenido  de  los  contratis- 
tas.    Con  igual  economía  se  han  realizado  los  trabajos  hechos 
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por  el  Departamento  de  Obras  Publicas  y  por  los  distintos  Oficia- 
les del  Ejército  de  los  Estados  Unidos  que  han  prestado  ayuda 
tan  valiosa  al  ramo  de  Instrucción  Publica.  ISTo  ha  habido  que 
pagar  sus  ganancias  á  los  contratistas,  por  lo  que  estoy  seguro 
que  el  trabajo  se  ha  efectuado  con  un  gasto  de  un  20%  á  un  40% 
menos  que  si  se  hubiere  realizado  por  contrata,  y  en  prueba  de 
este  aserto,  puedo  manifestar  que  la  oferta  más  baja  para  la  cons- 
trucción de  una  casa-escuela  de  madera  y  de  tres  aulas,  fué  de 
$8,187,  al  paso  que  el  Departamento  de  Ingenieros  ha  calculado 
que  puede  hacer  una  casa  de  tres  aulas  de  mejor  clase  por  $4,800 
en  el  pueblo  de  La  Salud,  Provincia  de  la  Habana. 

Inmediatamente  después  de  ser  autorizado  para  ello,  el  Depar- 
tamento de  Ingenieros  empezó  los  trabajos  en  el  Distrito  Munici- 
pal de  Gruirá  de  Melena,  donde  se  están  construyendo  las  siguien- 
tes casas  de  escuela:  dos  de  un  aula,  presupuestas  en  $765 
cada  una;  dos  de  dos  aulas,  presupuestas  en  $1,475  cada  una, 
y  una  de  tres  aulas,  cuyo  costo  se  calcula  en  $3,500.  Estas  casas 
son  de  madera  y  sólidas.  Las  de  un  aula  son  sencillas,  sin  pin- 
tar, pero  amplias,  con  la  luz  y  ventilación  necesarias.  Las  de 
dos  aulas  son  más  vistosas,  y  las  de  tres  aulas  son  todavía  mejo- 
res, pues  han  quedado  perfectamente  acabadas.  En  todas  estas 
casas  se  han  instalado  pizarras  de  pared  y  todo  lo  demás  que  una 
escuela  necesita.  Las  aulas  tienen  un  area  de  28  pies  por  32 
pies  y  de  82  pies  por  32  pies,  y  los  techos,  que  son  de  asbesto, 
sobresalen  lo  suficiente  para  proteger  el  aula  contra  los  oblicuos 
rayos  del  sol  y  contra  el  agua.  Las  casas  de  un  aula  substituirán 
con  gran  ventaja  los  pequeños  bohíos  con  piso  de  tierra  que  en  el 
campo  se  usan.  En  la  construcción  de  casas  de  los  distintos  tipos 
mencionados  se  trabaja  en  la  actualidad. 

Estas  son  las  primeras  casas -escuelas  que  se  construyen  en  los 
campos  déla  Isla  de  Cuba,  obra  que  efectuará,  si  es  continuada, 
una  revolución  en  el  sistema  escolar  de  la  Isla. 

Edificios  completados  al  terminar  el  año  escolar  el  31  de 
Agosto  de   1901. 

Distriso  Municipal  de  Colón.— El  14  de  mayo  de  1901  se  terminó 
la  construcción  de  una  casa-escuela  de  once  aulas  en  esta  villa. 
El  trabajo  fué  comenzado  por  el  Capitán  H.  B.  Chamberlain  y 
llevado  á  su  terminó  por  el  Capitán  W.  B.  Barker.  Para  realizar 
los  trabajos  se  concedió  un  crédito  de  $6,000,  de  los  que  se  gas- 
taron $5,910.64.  El  edificio  utilizado  habla  sido  un  cuartel  de 
infantería,  y  ha  quedado  convertido  en  una  casa  de   escuela  de 
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espléndidas  condiciones.  Es  un  ..edificio  de  manipostería,  y  tiene 
281  pies  de  frente  y  dos  alas  de  145  y  de  122  pies,  respectiva- 
mente, y  un  patio  amplio,  propio  para  lugar  de  recreo.  Todo 
el  edificio  está  rodeado  por  una  cerca  de  piedra. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Santa  Clara.— Un  edificio  de  manipostería, 
que  pertenecía  antes  al  Municipio  y  que  fué  cedido  por  el  Ayun- 
tamiento á,  la  Junta  de  Educación  del  distrito,  fué  reparado  y 
convertido  en  una  casa-escuela  de  nueve  aulas.  El  trabajo  fué 
comenzado  por  el  Capitán  Chamberlain,  y  terminado  por  el  Ca- 
pitán Barker  el  31  de  julio  de  1901.  Se  concedió  para  las  obras 
un  crédito  de  $6,400.25,  que  fué  ampliado  más  tarde  á  la  suma 
de  6,825.25,  de  la  que  se  gastaron  $6,695.  51.  Este  edificio  esta- 
ba muy  bien  conservado  y  es  lioy  una  de  las  mejores  casas-escue- 
las de  la  Isla.  Consiste  de  dos  partes,  una  con  cinco  aulas  y  la 
otra  con  cuatro.  Estas  dos  partes  están  unidas  por  muros  que 
encierran  un  patio  que  contiene  1,988  metros  cuadrados  de  su- 
perficie. La  entrada  es  artística  y  como  el  edificio  se  encuentra 
al  frente  de  la  estación  de  ferrocarril,  la  primera  impresión  de 
un  extranjero  que  visite  la  ciudad  tiene  que  ser  muy  agradable. 

En  esta  misma  ciudad  se  empezó  á  trabajar  en  el  edificio  ocu- 
pado por  el  Juzgado  Correccional,  el  3  de  junio  de  1901,  termi- 
nándose las  obras  el  13  del  mes  siguiente.  El  edificio  se  encon- 
traba en  buenas  condiciones  y  requería  muy  pocas  reparaciones. 
Fué  cedido  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  de  Santa  Clara  por  el  Ayun- 
tamiento, y  el  Gobernador  Militar  concedió  un  crédito  de  $640 
para  repararlo,  suma  que  fué  gastada  en  su  totalidad,  quedando 
el  edificio  en  magníficas  condiciones.  Contiene  cinco  aulas  y  un 
departamento  que  sirve  de  oficina.  Tiene  un  patio  de  un  área 
de  437  metros  cuadrados. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Ciego  de  Avila— El  Cuartel  de  Caballería 
situado  en  el  pueblo  de  Ciego  de  Avila  en  la  famosa  Trocha  que 
atraviesa  la  Isla  de  JSTorte  á  Sur  ha  sido  convertido  en  una  her- 
mosa casa  con  doce  aulas,  y  oficinas  para  el  Director  de  la  escuela 
y  para  la  Junta  de  Educación.  Se  dio  comienzo  á  los  trabajos 
bajo  la  dirección  del  Capitán  W.  S.  Scott  el  día  4  de  Mayo  de  1901, 
quedando  prácticamente  terminado  al  finalizar  el  año  escolar. 
La  suma  que  se  ha  gastado  en  la  renovación  de  este  edificio  as- 
ciende á  $7,985.09.  Tiene  capacidad  suficiente  para  todos  los 
niños  de  edad  escolar  del  pueblo  de  Ciego  de  Avila,  por  lo  que 
resulta  uno  de  los  que  más  ventajosamente  se  han  reparado. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Puerto  Padre.— En  el  pueblo  de  Victoria  de 
las  Tunas  ha  sido  reparado  un  edificio  por  el  Capitán  Paxton,  del 
Ejército  de  los  Estados  Unidos,   con  un  costo  de  $1,600,   obtc- 
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niéndose  de  ese  modo  una  buena  casa  de  escuela  de  dos  aulas  con 
capacidad  bastante  para  todos  los  niños  del  pueblo. 

Edificeos  ex  construcción  al  terminar  el  Año  Escolar 
el  31  de  agosto  de  1901. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Pinar  del  Río. — -En  el  Distrito  Urbano  de  Pinar 
del  Río  se  está  reparando  parte  del  antiguo  cuartel  español  con 
objeto  de  convertirlo  en  una  casa-escuela  de  ocho  aulas  construi- 
das con  arreglo  á  los  preceptos  higiénicos  y  pedagógicos  más  mo- 
dernos. Además  de  dichas  ocho  aulas  habrá  un  salón  para  las 
maestras  y  otro  para  los  maestros.  Para  estas  obras  se  concedió 
el  25  de  julio  la  suma.de  $6,405.75,  y  al  finalizar  el  año  estaban 
los  trabajos  bastante  adelantados. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Pinar  del  Río. — En  el  Distrito  Municipal 
de  Pinar  del  Río  me  propongo  construir  cinco  casas-escuelas  de 
un  aula  con  materiales  que  se  obtendrán  de;  la  demolición  de  los 
barracones  hechos  en  la  ciudad  de  Pinar  del  Río  para  el  uso  de 
las  tropas  americanas  allí  destacadas.  Con  parte  de  dichos  mate- 
riales se  construirá  también  una  casa  de  dos  aulas  en  Paso  Real , 
pequeño  pueblo  situado  en  el  Distrito  Municipal  de  Palacios. 
Para  la  construcción  de  las  referidas  seis  casas  se  ha  concedido 
un  crédito  de  $4,225. 

Los  trabajos  que  se  han  realizado  en  Pinar  del  Río,  tanto  en  la 
ciudad  como  en  el  campo,  han  estado  bajo  la  dirección  del  Sr. 
Duque  de  Estrada,  Ingeniero  Jefe  del  Distrito. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Güira  de  Melena. — En  Güira  de  Melena  la 
construcción  de  las  casas  de  una,  dos  y  tres  aulas  de  que  ya  se 
ha  hecho  mención,  avanza  satisfactoriamente.  Para  la  construc- 
ción de  dichas  casas  se  ha  concedido  la  suma  de  $7,980. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Santiago  de  las  Vegas. — El  Ayuntamiento  de 
Santiago  de  las  Vegas  cedió  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  del  distrito 
un  viejo  edificio  bien  situado,  para  convertir  el  cual  en  una  casa 
de  escuela  se  concedió  en  el  mes  de  julio  un  crédito  de  $8,520.78. 
El  presupuesto  y  los  planos  de  esta  obra  fueron  preparados  por  el 
Departamento  de  Ingenieros  de  la  ciudad  de  la  Habana.  Cuando 
la  escuela  quede  terminada  tendrá  seis  aulas  y  una  oficina  para 
el  Director. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Güines. — El  17  de  junio  se  concedieron 
$8,475  para  reparar  el  antiguo  cuartel  de  caballería  de  Güines. 
Las  obras  están  á  cargo  del  Departamento  de  Ingenieros  de  la 
ciudad  de  la  Habana,  y  el  edificio  tendrá,  cuando  quede  termi- 
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nado,  trece  aulas,  una  oficina  para  el  Director,  otra  para  la  Junta 
de  Educación  y  un  almacén. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  la  Habana, — En  el  mes  de  marzo  el  Goberna- 
dor Militar  concedió  la  autorización  necesaria  para  reparar  el 
antiguo  Hospital  de  San  Ambrosio,  situado  en  la  ciudad  de  la 
Habana.  La  suma  de  $102,350.21  fué  concedida  con  el  mencio- 
nado objeto.  Los  planos  fueron  hechos  por  el  Primer  Teniente 
W.  J.  Barden,  Jefe  del  Departamento  de  Ingenieros  de  la  ciudad 
de  la  Habana,  quien  se  hizo  cargo  de  la  dirección  de  las  obras. 
En  el  plan  de  reparaciones  se  incluyó  la  parte  alta  del  edificio 
solamente,  en  la  que  funcionarán,  cuando  se  terminen  las  obras, 
treinta  y  tres  aulas  con  capacidad  para  1,600  alumnos.  Habrá, 
además,  un  salón  para  los  maestros  y  otro  para  las  maestras. 
El  edificio  tendrá  cuatro  espaciosas  entradas,  una  en  cada  una 
de  tres  esquinas,  y  la  otra  en  el  medio  del  frente  del  edificio. 
Al  terminar  la  escalera  de  la  entrada  central  se  encuentran  las 
oficinas  del  Director  y  la  Biblioteca.  A  continuación  de  cada 
uno  de  los  dos  gimnasios  habrá  una  hilera  de  baños  de  ducha.  El 
edificio  ha  sido  arreglado  de  acuerdo  con  los  principios  de  la  peda- 
gogía é  higiene  modernas.  La  madera  empleada  ha  sido  de  cedro. 
La  forma  en  que  se  encuentran  las  aulas,  una  sucediendo  á  la 
otra,  en  hileras,  y  rodeadas  por  galerías,  añade  mucho  al  atractivo 
del  edificio,  y  facilita  mucho  la  ventilación  y  la  luz.  Aunque 
el  mencionado  edificio  estaba  muy  bien  conservado,  el  uso  á 
que  había  sido  dedicado  era  tan  distinto  del  que  se  deseaba  darle, 
que  ha  sido  necesario  efectuar  reformas  muy  radicales  á  fin  de 
convertirlo  en  casa-escuela.  Cuando  terminen  las  obras  tendrá 
la  Habana  un  edificio  escolar  ideal  y  moderno,  bajo  todos  con- 
ceptos. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  San  Fernando  de  Camarones.- — En  San  Fer- 
nando de  Camarones,  Provincia  de  Santa  Clara,  se  está  constru- 
yendo una  casa-escuela  de  seis  aulas  bajo  la  dirección  del  Capitán 
Barker,  habiendo  el  Gobernador  Militar  concedido  en  el  mes  de 
julio  un  crédito  de  $5,830  con  este  objeto. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Palmira. — En  Palmira,  también  en  la  Pro- 
vincia de  Santa  Clara,  estaba  al  finalizar  el  año  escolar,  casi  ter- 
minada una  casa-escuela  de  seis  aulas,  para  cuya  construcción  se 
concedieron  $4,500.  Los  trabajos  fueron  realizados  bajo  la  diree- 
cción  del  Capitán  Barker. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Santa  Clara. — En  la  ciudad  de  Santa  Clara, 
un  edificio  conocido  con  el  nombre  de  u Asilo  de  San  Pedro"  fué 
generosamente  cedido  por  la  Sra.  Marta  Abreu  de  Es  té  vez  á  la 
Junta  de  Educación  del  distrito  para  usos  escolares.     Se  conce- 
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dio  la  suma  de  $7,873  para  repararlo,  y  los  trabajos  se  están  reali- 
zando bajo  la  dirección  del  Capitán  Barker.  La  casa  tendrá 
ocho  aulas,  y  será  una  de  las  escuelas  más  atractivas  que  se  en- 
cuentran en  la  Isla. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Santiago  de  Cuba. — Al  terminar  el  año  escolar 
á  que  se  refiere  este  informe,  los  trabajos  adelantaban  bastante 
satisfactoriamente  en  el  edificio  de  piedra  que  se  está  levantando 
en  Santiago  de  Cuba  y  que  fué  descrito  detalladamente  en  el 'pri- 
mer volumen  de  esta  Memoria.  Dicho  edificio  debió  estar  con- 
cluido al  expirar  el  año,  pero  ha  sido  tan  difícil  conseguir  la 
piedra  que  exigen  los  pliegos  de  condiciones,  que  los  trabajos  se 
han  demorado  un  poco,  estando,  sin  embargo,  lo  suficientemente 
adelantados  para  poderse  hacer  una  idea  del  aspecto  del  edificio 
cuando  quede  terminado.  Será,  indudablemente,  uno  de  los 
edificios  más  hermosos  de  la  Isla  de  Cuba. 

Proyectos  de  construcción  de  casas  de  escuela 

que  serán  sometidos  á  la  aprobación 

del  Gobernador  Militar  durante  el  año  escolar  entrante. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Isla  de  Pinos. — El  viejo  cuartel  de  Nueva 
Gerona,  ha  sido  facilitado  por  el  Departamento  de  Hacienda,  y 
se  ha  hecho  un  presupuesto  para  convertirlo  en  una  casa-escuela 
con  cuatro, aulas  y  capacidad  bastante  para  todos  los  niños  del 
pueblo.     Dicho  presupuesto  asciende  á  la  suma  de  $1,393.50. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  La  Salud.— En  la  Salud  se  ha  obtenido  un 
lote  de  terreno  dentro  del  perímetro  del  pueblo,  y  se  ha  hecho  un 
presupuesto  para  construir  en  él  una  casa-escuela  de  tres  aulas, 
mediante  un  costo  de  $4,848. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Moron. — En  la  villa  de  Morón  se  hará  un 
experimento  interesante  construyendo  una  casa-escuela  de  un 
aula,  y  de  clase  barata,  con  el  material  que  pueda  encontrarse  en 
la  inmediata  vecindad.  Será  una  casita  del  tipo  de  las  que  co- 
munmente se  ven  en  los  campos  de  Cuba,  con  las  modificaciones 
necesarias  para  que  pueda  servir  como  casa-escuela.  Costará, 
según  presupuesto,  la  suma  de  $354. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Cienfuegos. — En  la  ciudad  de  Cienfuegos,  el 
Asilo  de  Huérfanos  que  se  ha  clausurado  recientemente,  ha  sido 
facilitado  por  el  Departamento  de  Hacienda,  y  ya  se  han  prepa- 
rado planos  para  convertirlo  en  una  casa-escuela  de  primer  orden 
con  veinte  y  cinco  aulas.  Tendrá  un  Departamento  de  Dibujo, 
otro  de  Kindergarten,  otro  de  trabajos  manuales,  un  gimnasio  y 
baños,  y  en  él  quedarán   instalad&s  tos  oficinas  de  la  Junta  de 
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Educación.     Éstas. ;-. obras,  están    presupuestas    en  la   suma    de 
$26,023.30. 

.Distrito  Municipal  de  Guanqjay.---FAi  Gfuanajay  se  han  obtenido 
tres  lotes  de  terreno  cedidos  por  particulares,  y  se  han  hecho  pla- 
nos para  construir  dos  casas -escuelas  de  madera  con  tres  aulas 
cada  una,  y  ptra  de  ■  manipostería .  con  dos  aulas.  Estas  obras 
costarán,  según  presupuesto,  la  suma  de  $12,000. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Matanzas. — Se  han  hecho  planos  y  presupues- 
tos para  reparar  la  cárcel  de  Matanzas,  convirtiéndola  en  una 
casa-escuela  de  nueve  aulas  que  tendrá,  además,  un  Departa- 
mento de  Trabajos  Manuales,  otro  de  Kindergarten,  oficinas  y 
una  biblioteca.  El  presupuesto  de  estas  obras  asciende  á  la  su- 
ma de  $9,270.80. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Songo. —En  el  pueblo  de  Songo,  Provincia 
de  Santiago  de  Cuba,  un  edificio  de  madera  ha  sido  cedido  por  el 
Ayuntamiento  á  la  Junta  de  Educación,  y  se  ha  hecho  un  pre- 
supuesto de  $6,000  para  repararlo.  Después  que  las  obras  estén 
terminadas  las  seis  aulas  que  en  dicho  edificio  funcionarán  serán 
suficientes  para  todos  niños  del  pueblo. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Holguín. — Se  solicitará  autorización  para 
comprar  y  reparar,  mediante  un  gasto  de  $i, 000,.  dos  casas  situa- 
das en  el  poblado  de  San  Agustín,  distrito  de  Holguín.  Cada 
casa  tendrá  un  aula  después  de  reparada. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  San  Juan  de  los  Yeras. — Se  ha  hecho  un 
presupuesto  para  reparar  el  antiguo  cuartel  español  situado  en 
San  Juan  de  los  Yeras,  Provincia  de  Santa  Clara.  Dicho  cuartel 
quedará  convertido  en  una  casa-escuela  con  seis  aulas,  mediante 
un  gasto  de  $7,926,  según  presupuesto. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Alquízar. — Se  solicitará  un  pequeño  crédito 
de  $332  para  reparar  una  casa-escuela  de  seis  aulas  situada  en  el 
Distrito  de  Alquízar,  Provincia  de  la  Habana. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Bay  amo.— Se  piensa  construir  una  casa  de 
escuela  de  tres  aulas  en  el  poblado  de  Veguitas,  Distrito  Munici- 
pal de  Bayamo,  con  materiales  que  se  obtendrán  de  un  viejo 
barracón  utilizado  antes  por  tropas  españolas.  La  casa,  junto 
con  el  lote  de  terreno  en  que  será  edificada,  costará  una  suma 
que.no  será  mayor  de  $800. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  CJánlenas.—Vn.  antiguo  cuartel,  situado  en  la 
ciudad  de  Cárdenas,  será  convertido  en  un  buen  edificio  escolar, 
con  once  aulas,  un  Departamento  de  Kindergarten,  otro  de  Tra- 
bajos Manuales,  un  Gimnasio,  Oficinas,  Biblioteca  y  Museo. 
Será  una  magnífica  casa  de  escuela,  dotada  de  todo  lo  necesario 
y  construida  úe  acuerdo  con  los   preceptos  de  la  Inviene-  y  de  Ja 
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pedagogía   modernas.     Las   obras   están   presupuestadas   en   la 
suma -de  $23,287.50. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Bolondrón. — En  el  pueblo  de  Bolondrón, 
Provincia  de  Matanzas,  se  construirá,  una  casa-escuela  de  tres 
aulas,  con  un  costo  de  $4,850.  Esta  casa  es  del  mismo  tipo  ele 
las  construidas  en  la  Salud  y  en  Guana  jay.  El  lote  de  terreno 
fué  cedido  á  la  Junta  de  Educación  por  el  Ayuntamiento. 

Distritos  Municipales  de  Jagüey  Grande  y  de  Agr amonte. — En  cada 
uno  de  los  pueblos  de  Jagüey  Grande  y  de  Agrarnonte,  situados 
también  en  la  Provincia  de  Matanzas,  se  construirá  una  casa  de 
escuela  igual  en  todo  á  respecto  á  la  de  Bolondrón  y  con  el  misino 
costo- 

Distrito  Municipal  de  El  Cobre. — -En  l'a  villa  del  Cobre,  Provincia 
de  Santiago  de  Cuba,  un  edificio,  propiedad-  del   Municipio,  será . 
preparado  y  convertido  en  una  ■  casa-escuela  can  siete  aulas  y 
oficinas  para  la  Junta  de  Educación,  y  para  el  Ayuntamiento.   Se 
calcula  que  las  obras  costarán  la  suma  de  $5,000. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Manzanillo. — En'  la  ciudad  de  Manzanillo, 
una  casa  de  madera,  propiedad  del  Municipio  y  que  antes  había 
sido  utilizada  por  tropas  españolas,  será  convertida  en  una  casa- 
escuela  con  ocho  aulas,  mediante  un  costo  de  $4,489.00,  según 
presupuesto..  .••*,' 

■Detrito.  Municipal  deMariel.-^Eii  Mari  el/  Provincia"  de  Pinar' 
del' Río,  se  habilitará  para -usos  -escolares  un  a- casa  perteneciente  .al 
ramo  de  instrucción  primaria.  Tendrá  cinco  aulas  cuando  estén 
terminadas  las  obras- que  se^  calcula  costarán -la  suma  de  $2,186. ;: 
Distrito  Urbano  de  Sagua  Ja  Grande.— Im,  Junta  de  Educación. 
del  Distrito  Urbano  de  Saguar- la. Grande  ha  conseguido  una'  man- 
zana entera  en  el  corazón  de  la  ciudad  y  en  ella  se,  construirá  una 
casa-escuela  de  madera  con  dos  pisos  y  ocho  aulas.  El  edificio 
será  muy  atractivo,  y  tendrá,  además  del  número  de  aulas  men- 
cionado, las  oficinas  necesarias,  etc.  Lo  rodeará  un  amplío  corre- 
dor que  amparará  del.  sol  á  las  aulas  situadas  en  la  planta  baja; 
las  situadas  en  la  planta  alta  lo  serán  por  persianas  venecianas. 
El  presupuesto  de  las  obras  asciende  á  la  suma  de  $19,000. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Puerto  Principe. — Se  tiene  en  proyecto  reparar 
una  parte  del  Cuartel  de  Caballería  de  la  ciudad  de  Puerto  Prín- 
cipe con  el  objeto  'de  instalar  en  ella  veinte  aulas,  un  Departa- 
mento de  Kindergarten,  otro  de  Trabajos  Manuales,  un  Gimnasio, 
etc.  Se  calcula  que  estas  obras  costarán  la  suma  de  $19,130. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  Santiago  de  las  Vegas. — En  el  pueblo  de 
Calabazar,  Provincia  de  la  Habana,  se  construirá  una  casa  de  es- 
cuela, de  madera,  con  dos  aulas,  mediante  un  gasto  de  $1,200. 
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Distrito  Municipal  de  Mariamio. — En  el  pueblo  de  Marian ao  se 
construirá  una  casa  exactamente  igual  á  la  del  Calabazar  y  con 
el  mismo  costo. 

.Distrito  Urbano  de  la  Habana. — En  la  ciudad  de  la  Habana,  el 
edificio  conocido  con  el  nombre  de  u Asilo  de  Mendigos/'  anexo 
al  de  la  Beneficencia,  le  será  arrendado  á  la  Junta  de  Patronos,  á 
fin  de  convertirlo,  mediante  ligeras  modificaciones  y  reparacio- 
nes, en  un  edificio  escolar  con  veinte  y  cuatro  aulas,  oficinas,  etc. 
Además  se  dedicará  parte  de  dicho  edificio  á  un  uso  especial. 
Habrá  que  pagar  una  renta  mensual  de  $500  y  las  reparaciones 
costarán  la  suma  de  $3,941.49. 

Distrito  Urbano  de  Santiago  de  Cuba. — En  la  ciudad  de  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  se  convertirá  parte  de  un  antiguo  cuartel  español  en 
uua  casa-escuela  con  ocho  aulas,  un  Departamento  de  Kinder- 
garten y  otro  de  Trabajos  Manuales.  En  la  misma  ciudad,  otro 
edificio,  propiedad  del  Municipio,  y  utilizado  antes  como  Asilo  de 
Huérfanos,  será  reparado  y  convertido  en  una  casa-escuela  de 
ocho  aulas.  Las  obras  de  cada  uno  de  estos  dos  edificios  están 
presupuestas  en  la  suma  de  $5,000  y  de  $6,000,  respectiva- 
mente. 

Distrito  Municipal  de  San  Luis. — En  el  pueblo  de  San  Luis,  Pro- 
vincia de  Santiago  de  Cuba",  un  Cuartel  de  Caballería  será  con- 
vertido en  una  casa  de  escuela  suficientemente  capaz  para  todas 
las  aillos  que  funcionan  en  el  pueblo.  Este  cuartel  fué  construido 
para  el  uso  de  tropas  americanas,  es  de  madera,  y  se  encuentra 
en  excelente  estado  de  conservación.  El  presupuesto  de  las  obras 
asciende  á  la  cantidad  de  $5,000. 

Los  datos  que  anteceden  pueden  ser  condensados  en  la  forma 
que  expresa  la  siguiente  Tabla: 

Casas  :de  Escuela 
construidas  hasta  31  be  agosto  be  1901. 


DISTRITO. 

PROVINCIA. 

Número 
de  aulas. 

Crédito 
concedido. 

Costo. 

Matanzas...... 

1.1 
9 
6 

12 
2 

$0,000.00 

6,825.25 

640.00 

8,000.00 

1,600.00 

$5,910.64 

6,692.51 

640.00 

Santa  Clara 

Santa  Clara 

Santa  Clara 

Santa  Clara 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Puerto  Principe 

Santiago  de  Cuba... 

Total 

7,985.09 

Puerto  Padre 

1,600.00 

40 

$23,065.25 

$22,828.24 

375 


Casas  de  Escuela 
en  construcción  en  31  de  a  costo  de  1901. 


DISTRITO. 

PROVINCIA. 

Número 
d  e  a  u  l  a  a . 

8           

Costo. 

Pinar  del  Río,  Distrito  Urbano 

Pinar  del  Río 

$6,405.75 

Pinar  del  Río  Distrito  Municipal 

Pinar  del  Río 

Pinar  del  Río 

/5  casas  de  11 

\    aula [ 

/l  casa  de  2Í 

V    aulas j 

"l  casa  de  3j 

aulas 1 

2  casas  de  2  ( 

aulas ( 

2  casas  de  1  j 

aula j 

6  aulas 

13      ,,      ..  . 

Palacios 

4,225.00 

Güira  de  Melena 

Habana 

7  980  00 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

Habana 

8,520.78 

8,475.00 

102,350.21 

5  830  00 

Güines...... 

33      ,,      

Santa  Ciara... 

6      ,,      . 

Palmira 

6      ,,      

4,500.00 

Santa  Clara 

"           " 

8       ,,      

7,873.00 
50,000.00 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

6      ,,      

Total 

102 

$206,159.74 

Proyectos  para  el  entrante  Ano  Escolar. 


DISTRITO. 

PROVINCIA. 

Número  de  aulas. 

Costo. 

Isla  de  Pinos : 

Habana 

4  aulas  

$1,393:50 

Habana. 

4,848.00 
354.00 

Morón 

Puerto  Príncipe 

Santa  Clara 

1      ,,     

Cienf  uegos 

25      , 

26,023.30 

Pinar  del  Río 

/  2  casas  de  3  aulas \ 

Guanajay 

12,000.00 

Matanzas 

Matanzas 

Santiago  de  Cuba... 

Santa  Clara 

\  1  casa  de  2  aulas / 

9  aulas 

9,270.80 

Songo 

6      ,,     

6,000.00 

1,000.00 

7,926.00 

332.00 

Holguín... 

2  casas  de  laula 

San  Juan  de  las  Yeras 

6  aulas  

Al  quizar 

Habana... 

6      , 

Bayamo 

Santiago  de  Cuba... 
Matanzas 

4      ,,      

800.00 

Cárdenas 

11      ,,      

23,287.50 

Bolondrón ...: 

3      ,,      

4,850.00 
4,850.00 

Jagüey  Grande 

" 

3      ,,      

Agramonte 

4,850.00 

Cobre 

Santiago  de  Cuba... 
Pinar  del  Río 

7      , 

5,000.00 

Manzanillo 

8       ,,      

4,489.00 

5       ,,      

2,186.00 
19,000.00 

Sagua  la  Grande 

Santa  Clara 

8       ,,      

Puerto  Príncipe.. 

P  uer  to  Prí  n  cipe 

Habana  

20       ,,      

19,130.00 
1,200.00 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

2       ,,      

Habana 

24      ,,      

3,941.49 

Marianao 

2       ,,      

1,200.00 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Santiago  de  Cuba.. 
Total 

8       ,,      

5,000.00 

Santiago  deCuba 

8      ,,      

6,000,00 

San  Luis 

15      ,,      

5,000.00 

201 

$179,931.59 

Gastos. 

De  donde  provienen  los  fondos  que  se  gastan  en  Instrucción  Pública.— 
Todos  los  gastos  de  las  escuelas  públicas  son  sufragados  por  el 
Tesoro  de  la  Isla  de  Cuba,  de  fondos  procedentes  principalmente 
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de  los  derechos  de  Aduana.  Los  Municipios  aun  no  han  sido 
llamados  á  correr  con  parte  alguna  de  estos  gastos.  Hasta  hace 
muy  poco  tiempo  parte  de  los  gastos  de  la  Administración  Muni- 
cipal eran  costeados  por  el  Tesoro  General,  y  hoy  la  mayoría  de 
los  Municipios  apenas  recaudan  lo  suficiente  para  pagar  su  per- 
sonal, por  lo  que  los  gastos  de  escuelas,  obras  publicas  de  carácter 
permanente,  Hospitales  y  Asilos  de  Beneficencia,  corren  á  cargo 
del  Tesoro  de  la  Isla. 

En  otro  capítulo  se  han  comparado  los  presupuestos  de  algunos 
Municipios  con  los  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  los  respectivos 
Distritos.  Como  se  vera  por  la  tabla  que  se  refiere  á  gastos,  si 
los  de  las  escuelas  públicas  tuvieran  que  ser  sufragados  por  los 
Ayuntamientos,  los  presupuestos  de  éstos  tendrían  que  ser  aumen- 
tados en  un  100  por  ciento,  y  como  la  mayor  parte  de  los  Muni- 
cipios apenas  pueden  cubrir  las  atenciones  hoy  á  su  cargo,  no  es 
razonable  pensar  que  puedan  sufragar  los  gastos  de  la  Instruc- 
ción Primaria.  La  mayor  parte  de  dichos  gastos  tendrán  que 
ser  costeados,  durante  algún  tiempo,  por  el  Tesoro,  pero  tan 
pronto  como  lo  permita  la  situación  económica  del  país,  debieran 
ser  cubiertos  con  el  producto  de  contribuciones  locales.  Es  abru- 
madora la  carga  que  pesa  actualmente  sobre  el  Tesoro  de  la  Isla, 
y  es  bastante  dudoso  que  se  pueda  seguir  distraj^endo  del  mismo 
tan  crecidas  cantidades,  cuando  los  gastos-del  Gobierno  Insular 
sean  necesariamente  mayores  al  terminar  la  Ocupación  Militar. 
El  Gobernador  Militar  de  la  Isla,  al  establecer,  como  parte  im- 
portante de  su  política,  un  sistema  escolar  que  ofrecía,  á  casi 
todos  los  menores  entre  las  edades  de  seis  y  catorce  años,  la  opor- 
tunidad de  educarse  gratuitamente,  adoptó  una  medida  cuya 
sabiduría  nadie  podrá  negar.  Esta  parte  de  su  política  ha  sido 
llevada  á  cabo  sistemáticamente,  y  aun  cuando  la  situación  eco- 
nómica haya  hecho  reducir  los  presupuestos  de  varios  Departa- 
mentos, los  de  Instrucción  Pública  apenas  han  sido  tocados.  La- 
cantidad  presupuesta  para  costear  la  enseñanza  elemental  en  el 
presente  año  escolar  es  casi  igual  á  la  sexta  parte  de  las  rentas 
totales  que  se  recaudaron  en  la  Isla  durante  el  mismo  periodo. 
Esto  no  ha  podido  hacerse  sin  esfuerzo,  y  sin  sacrificar  varias 
cosas  que  sabiamente  han  sido  consideradas  como  menos  nece- 
sarias. 

Cantidades  Concedidas  y  las  Gastadas  durante  el  Año  Escolar.; — Las 
cantidades  concedidas  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  y  las  gastadas 
por  las  mismas  durante  el  año  son  las  siguientes: 
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CANTIDAD 

CONCEDIDA. 

CANTIDAD 
GASTADA. 

SOBRANTE. 

Septiembre  1900 

$211,259.06 
219,049.26 
235,282.59 
247,840.83 
245,352.11 
248,520.74 
266,467.06 
261,626.35 
257,290.30 
242,055.64 
241,945.01 
232,356.45 

Octubre          ,,    

Noviembre     ,,     

Diciembre       ,,     

Enero          1901 

Febrero           ,,     

Marzo             ,,     

Abril                , 

Mayo              , 

Junio               ,,     

Julio                  ,     

Augosto         ,,     

Total 

$2,909,045.40 

$2,848.866  01 

$60,179.39 

La  siguiente  tabla  expresa  los  conceptos  para  que  fueron  con- 
cedidas y  gastadas,  respectivamente,  las  cantidades  que  anteceden. 


Maestros........ 

Conserjes............ ..;....... 

Secretarios,. ... 

Inspectores  Especiales 

Otros  empleados......,.....;.. 

Alquileres .., 

Gastos  incidentales,   repara 
clones,  material,  etc........... 

Total 


Cantidad  concedida. 


$2,130,026.16 

203,503.09 

90,287.30 

49,966.91 

45,799.95 

327,405.84 

62,056.15 


$2,909,045.40 


Cantidad  gastada. 


$2,101,085.69 

194,623.86 

87,983.07 

44,332.33 

44,151.52 

321,567.67 

55,121.87 


$2,848,866.01 


Sobrante. 


$28,940.47 
8,879.23 
2,304.23 
5,634.58 
1,648.43 
5,838.17 

6,934.28 
$60,179.39 


Adelanto  en  el  Sistema  de  Conceder  Créditos  y  de  Efectuar  los  Pagos, 
— Estas  sumas  fueron  depositadas  con  los  Tesoreros  de  las  once 
Zonas  Fiscales,  á  disposición  de  las  distintas  Juntas  de  Educación. 

El  sistema  de  preparar  los  presupuestos,  de  aprobarlos  y  de 
realizar  los  pagos  ha  mejorado  tanto  en  el  pasado  año,  que  se 
hace  difícil  cometer  errores  ó  fraudes.  Mensualmente  cada  Jun- 
ta de  Educación  remite  á  esta  Oficina  un  presupuesto  detallado 
de  las  cantidades  necesarias  para  el  pago  de  sus  atenciones  co- 
rrespondientes al  mes  siguiente.  Dicho  presupuesto  es  revisa- 
do, y,  si  fuere  necesario,  modificado  en  esta  Oficina,  y  remitido 
después  al  Gobernador  Militar  para  su  aprobación.  Después  de 
aprobado,  los  fondos  necesarios  se  remiten  á  la  Zona  Fiscal  res- 
pectiva, á  disposición  de  la  Junta  de  Educación.  A  este  Tesorero 
se  le  facilita  una  copia  del  presupuesto  tal  como  ha  sido  aproba- 
do,, y  como  los  nombres  de  las  distintas  personas  á  quienes  se  han 
de  efectuar  los  pagos  aparecen  en  dicho  presupuesto,  no  es  posi- 
ble q\\p  .se  le  paguen  cantidades  á  personas  distintas  de  aquéllas 
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para  quienes  han  sido  aprobadas.  Antes  de  implantarse  este 
sistema,  constantemente  se  estaban  pagando  cantidades  á  perso- 
nas y  por  conceptos  distintos  de  los  que  se  habían  aprobado.  A 
conserjes  se  les  pagaba  con  dinero  con  dinero  consignado  para 
alquileres,  los  alquileres  con  fondos  aprobados  para  maestros, 
etc.,  etc.  El  resultado  fué  una  confusión  horrible,  y  un  enredo 
en  las  cuentas  que  hace  poco  tiempo  solamente  que  se  ha  resuel- 
to. Los  pagos  casi  nunca  eran  hechos  debidamente  y  de  cada 
mes  resultaba  una  reclamación  ó  déficit,  el  número  y  ascendencia 
de  los  cuales  fué  aumentando  por  el  hecho  de  que  algunas  Juntas 
de  Educación  incurrían  en  gastos  de  más  ó  menos  cuantía  sin 
haber  solicitado  autorización  para  ello.  No  habiéndoseles  dado 
instrucción  alguna  sobre  el  particular,  antes  de  establecerse  esta 
Oficina,  incurrían  de  mota  propio  en  los  gastos  más  extravagantes 
é  inútiles,  los  que  á  la  postre  tuvieron  que  ser  pagados  por  el 
Estado.  En  cuanto  esta  Oficina  fué  organizada,  se  ordenó  á  las 
Juntas  de  Educación  que  no  incurriesen  en  gasto  alguno  sin  antes 
haber  obtenido  expresa  autorización  de  alguna  Autoridad  supe- 
rior. Terminado  este  abuso,  comenzó  el  trabajo  de  resolver  el 
gran  número  de  déficit  que  existían  dándoseles  instrucciones  á 
las  Juntas  de  Educación  para  que  me  remitiesen  relaciones  de 
las  cantidades  que  adeudaban,  con  las  explicaciones  del  caso. 
Los  primeros  de  dichos  déficit  que  se  recibieron,  demostraron 
que  la  tarea  iba  á  ser  muy  difícil.  Se  incluían  en  dichas  relacio- 
nes, cantidades  que  se  adeudaban  desde  muchos  años  anteriores 
á  la  Ocupación  Militar,  y  aparecía  dudosa  la  justicia  de  otras 
aunque  de  reciente  fecha.  Cada  déficit  se  convirtió  en  una  re- 
clamación más  ó  menos  complicada,  y  hubo  que  someterlos  á  una 
tramitación  larga  antes  de  resolverlos  definitivamente. 

Con  el  actual  Sistema  No  Debieran  ocurrir  Déficit.—  En  meses  re- 
cientes no  ha  habido  déficit,  ni  puede  haberlos  si  el  actual  sistema 
se  aplica  debidamente,  A  cada  Junta  de  Educación  se  le  ha  asig- 
nado una  suma  fija  para  pagos  de  sueldos  de  maestros,  pues  du- 
rante las  vacaciones  de  verano  se  les  notificó  el  número  de  maes- 
tros de  que  podían  disponer  para  el  año  escolar  venidero,  y  la 
suma  total  de  que  podían  disponer  para  pagos  de  sus  sueldos.  El 
sueldo  de  cada  maestro  fué  determinado  dentro  de  ese  total  pol- 
las Juntas  de  Educación,  con  arreglo  á  lo  que  la  Ley  determina 
sobre  este  particular.  El  mismo  procedimiento  se  observó  con 
reepecto  á  alquileres  y  sueldos  de  conserjes.  Determinar  la  suma 
que  debía  gastarse  mensualmente  por  concepto  de  material  era  un 
problema  más  difícil,  pues  las  necesidades  de  los  diferentes  dis- 
tritos á  este  respecto  son  muy  distintas,  En  el  mes,  ole  enero  se  le, 
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dirigió  la  siguiente  Circular  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación ,  dándoles 
instrucciones  para  que  me  remitiesen  un  presupuesto  de  los  gastos 
probables  que  por  concepto  de  material  fuere  necesario  hacer  en 
sus  respectivos  distritos  durante  los  meses  de  abril  á  agosto , 
ambos  inclusive. 

Circular  ÍT?  15. 

Oficina  del   Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas, 

Isla  de  Cuba, 

Habana,  enero  19  de  1902. 

Las  Juntas  de  Educación  se  servirán  remitir  á  esta  Oficina,  á 
la  brevedad  posible,  un  cálenlo  probable  de  las  cantidades  qne 
crean  necesarias  para  cubrir  las  atenciones  que  á  continuación  se 
explican,  durante  cada  uno  de  los  meses  de  abril  á  agosto,  ambos 
inclusive,  de  este  año. 

En  este  cálculo  ó  presupuesto,  NO  se  incluirán  los  gastos  de 
carácter  permanente,  como  sueldos  de  maestros,  conserjes,  escri- 
bientes de  la  Secretaria,  del  Director  Escolar,  del  Superinten- 
dente de  Instrucción,  del  Secretario  de  la  Junta  y  del  guarda- 
almacén,  ó  salarios  de  los  inspectores  especiales,  enumerado- 
res,  etc. 

En  otros  términos:  esta  Oficina  no  desea  otra  cosa  que  obtener 
un  cálculo  probable  de  los  gastos  incidentales  que  las  Juntas  ten- 
drán durante  el  período  ya  mencionado,  ó  sea  desde  el  1(?  de 
abril  hasta  el  31  de  agosto,  inclusive,  de  este  año;  cantidades 
que  se  presupuestan,  en  el  Modelo  número  16,  á  continuación  del 
epígrafe  "Todos  otros  propósitos.77  Estas  cantidades  incluirán: 
consumo  de  agua  en  las  escuelas,  donde  hubiere  que  comprarla, 
material  para  las  escuelas  y  para  las  Secretarías  de  las  Juntas,  se- 
llos, reparaciones,  y  todo  otro  gasto  de  carácter  análogo.  Es  im- 
portante que  este  cálculo  sea  hecho  con  sumo  cuidado,  para  evi- 
tar la  omisión  de  alguna  partida  necesaria,  y  también  para  no 
incluir  partidas  de  dudosa  ó  no  evidente  necesidad. 

Dicho  cálculo  debe  ser  muy  detallado  y  especificar  la  ascen- 
dencia de  cada  partida  en  cada  mes.  Es  decir:  esta  Oficina  no 
desea  un  cálculo  que  comprenda  en  globo  los  gastos  incidentales 
de  esa  Junta  durante  los  cinco  meses  que  encierra  el  mencionado 
período;  lo  que  se  desea  es  un  cálculo  muy  detallado  por  cada 
uno  de  los  meses  de  abril  á  a.gosto,  inclusive. 

Se  acompañará  á  dicho  cálculo  probable,  una  comunicación  ex- 
plicando aquellas  partidas  que,  por  la  distancia,  ó  por  desconoci- 
miento de  ciertas  circunstancias  locales,  es  fácil  no  parecieren 
necesarias  á  esta  Oficina. 

Motiva  esta  circular  el  deseo  que  tiene  esta  Oficina  de  proceder 
con  más  justicia  y  equidad  que  la  que  hasta  ahora  se  ha  podido 
practicar  al  revisar  los  presupuestos  mensuales  de  las  Juntas  de 
Educación.  Hay  Juntas  que  presupuestan  cantidades  bajo  el 
epígrafe    "Todos   otros   propósitos,"    que  á  esta  Oficina  parecen 
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exorbitantes,  y  que  no  pueden  menos  que  serlo  en  realidad;  pero 
como  no  es  posible  devolver  el  presupuesto  á  la  Junta*  para  su 
rectificación,  pues  esto  retardaría  los  pagos,  perjudicando  los  in- 
tereses de  muchos,  esta  Oficina  se  ve  en  la  necesidad  dé  rebajar 
la  cantidad  presupuesta  por  la  Junta  á  una,  en  su  concepto,  más 
razonable.  Puede  que  este  sistema  no  sea  muy  justo  ni  equita- 
tivo, por  lo  que  á  las  Juntas  respecta,  y  de  ahí  la  presente  Circu- 
lar. Esta  Oficina  examinará  el  cálculo  ó  presupuesto  que  por 
esta  Circular  se  pide,  le  pondrá  los  reparos  que  considere  nece- 
sarios, y  en  tal  caso,  se  lo  devolverá  á  las  Juntas  para  que  lo  rec- 
tifiquen ó  lo  ratifiquen;  dando  en  este  último  caso,  sus  razones. 
Tendremos  de  esta  manera  resuelto  con  seis  meses  de  anticipa- 
ción, un  asunto  que  causa  no  pocas  molestias. 

Está,  pues,  en  el  interés  de  toda  Junta,  remitir  este  trabajo 
con  la  premura  y  exactitud  posibles. 

Debe  advertirse  que  no  se  debe  incluir  en  este  cálculo  ó  presu- 
puesto, la  suma  ó  sumas  que  pudieren  ser  adeudadas  por  las 
Juntas,  ni  los  gastos  que  tuvieren  que  hacer  con  prioridad  á  la 
fecha  fijada,  primero  de  abril  de  1901,  por  los  mismos  conceptos  á 
que  se  refiere  esta  Circular. 

Matthew  E.  Hanna, 

Ayudante  de  Campo , 
Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Los  presupuestos  que  se  recibieron  en  contestación  á  dicha 
Circular  sufrieron  grandes  reducciones  y  fueron  devueltos  á  las 
Juntas  respectivas,  para  que  manifestasen  lo  que  tuviesen  por 
conveniente  á  los  reparos  hechos  por  este  Centro,  y  después  que 
dichos  presupuestos  anduvieron  algún  tiempo  yendo  y  viniendo 
de  esta  Oficina  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  respectivas,  fué  posi- 
ble darse  una  idea  exacta  de  lo  que  en  realidad  éstaé  necesita- 
ban. Después  de  aprobados  dichos  presupuestos,  no  podía  una 
Junta  de  Educación  consignar  en  sus  presupuestos  mensuales, 
por  concepto  de  material,  cantidad  mayor  que  la  aprobada  en 
aquéllos.  El  plan  resultó  tan  satisfactorio  para  todos*  que  du- 
rante el  período  de  vacaciones  se  pidieron  por  la  siguiente  Circu- 
lar, presupuestos  análogos  para  todo  el  año  escolar  de  1901-1902. 

Circular  N?  31, 
Oficina  'del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas, 

Isla  de  Cuba. 

Habana ,  junio  12  de  1901. 

La  Circular  1ST?  15  de  este  Centro,  fechada  el  19  de  enero  últi- 
mo, ha  dado  resultados  tan  satisfactorios  para  las  Juntas  de  Edu- 
cación y  para  la  Oficina  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas, 
que  este  Centro  estima  conveniente  ordenar,  como  lo  hace  por  la 
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presente  Circular,  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  de  la  Isla  que  ha- 
gan un  cálculo  probable  de  las  cantidades  que  se  crean  necesa- 
rias para  obtener  una  debida  administración  de  las  escuelas  du- 
rante los  meses  de  septiembre  de  1901  á  agosto  de  1902,  ambos 
inclusive.  Dicho  cálculo  se  hará  en  la  forma,  y  comprenderá  los 
gastos  que  indica  la  mencionada  Circular  N?  15,  debiendo  ser  re- 
mitido á  esta  Oficina  á  la  mayor  brevedad  á  fin  de  que  los  repa- 
ros y  explicaciones  necesarias  se  hagan  antes  del  mes  de  septiem- 
bre próximo,  quedando  para  esa  fecha  definitivamente  aprobados 
dichos  cálculos  probables. 

Matthew   E.    Hanna, 

Ayudante  de  Campo, 

Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 

Los  presupuestos  que  se  recibieron   en   contestación   á   esta 
Circular,  fueron  todos  finalmente  aprobados. 

Recomiendo  que  se  Distribuya  de  Distinta  Manera  la  Cantidad  que 
se  Gasta  en  Instrucción  Primaria. — La  distribución  que  actualmente 
se  hace  de  las  cantidades  que  se  invierten  en  la  instrucción  pú- 
blica primaria,  pudiera  modificarse  con  gran  ventaja.  Averiguada 
la  relación  que  existe  entre  los  diversos  conceptos  que  se  pagan 
con  dichas  cantidades  y  las  necesidades  de  nuestras  escuelas  ac- 
tualmente, pueden  determinarse  las  sumas  proporcionales  que 
deben  gastarse  por  concepto  de  maestros,  material,  alquileres, 
casas -escuelas,  escuelas  normales,  etc.  Disponiendo  de  una  canti- 
dad determinada,  el  problema  consiste  en  distribuir  dicha  cantidad 
de  manera  que  se  obtengan  de  ella  los  mejores  resultados  posi- 
bles. Puede  dedicarse  una  cantidad  tan  crecida  para  maestros 
que  la  que  sobre  no  baste  para  equipar  debidamente  las  escue- 
las con  el  material  necesario.  Nuestros  maestros  tienen  necesidad 
de  ser  enseñados,  hay  casas- escuelas  que  construir  y  otras  que 
mejorar,  y  material  que  adquirir,  todo  lo  cual  cuesta  dinero.  Es 
un  error  suponer  que  una  escuela  queda  organizada  de  manera 
provechosa  nombrando  simplemente  un  maestro  que  la  sirva, 
pues  no  sólo  se  ha  de  pensar  en  el  presente,  sino  también  en  el 
futuro.  Casi  es  mejor  sacrificar  el  presente  con  tal  de  obtener  me- 
jores resultados  en  el  futuro.  "No  es  mejor  ensenar  bien  á  100,000 
niños,  que  enseñar  pobremente  á  150,000?"  Pregunta  es  ésta 
digna  de  estudio. 

Las  condiciones  en  que  se  ha  formado  el  sistema  escolar  de 
Cuba  son  únicas  y  no  tienen  paralelo  en  la  historia.  Los  sistemas 
escolares  de  la  mayor  parte  de  los  paises  son  el  resultado  de  un 
desarrollo  gradual;  el  de  Cuba  se  ha  hecho  en  un  día.  La  Isla  no 
solamente  no  tenia  escuelas,  sino  que  tampoco  tenía  maestros,  ni 
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casas  de  escuela,  ni  material  escolar.  Es  necesario  facilitar  todas 
estas  cosas  y  es  un  error  creer  que  se  obtendrán  buenos  resulta- 
dos proveyendo  unas  y  omitiendo  otras. 

Debiera  Gastarse  mayor  cantidad  en  Construcción  de  Casas-escuelas 
y  en  la  Instrucción  de  los  Maestros. — En  edificios  para  escuelas  y  en 
la  enseñanza  de  maestros  debiera  gastarse  mayor  cantidad  que  la 
que  por  dichos  conceptos  se  viene  gastando.  Pero  para  realizar 
esto  es  necesario  adoptar  una  ú  otra  de  las  siguientes  medidas:  ó 
aumentar  el  presupuesto  de  Instrucción  Publica,  6  reducir  la 
cantidad  que  se  viene  dedicando  al  pago  de  maestros.  ~No  es 
probable  lo  primero.  En  vez  de  aumentar,  es  probable  que  se 
disminuya  la  cantidad  que  hoy  se  dedica  á  Instrucción  Publica 
Primaria.  Es  posible  que  la  situación  de  la  Isla  mejore  y  que 
sus  rentas  aumenten  materialmente,  pero  no  es  probable.  Por 
otra  parte  los  gastos  de  la  Isla  han  ciertamente  de  aumentar  y  la 
necesidad  de  disminuir  la  cantidad  que  se  dedica  á  Instrucción 
Publica  se  hará  entoces  sentir.  Si  vemos,  pues,  que  es  imposible 
resolver  el  problema  de  la  manera  primeramente  indicada,  nos 
veremos  obligados  á  resolverlo  de  la  otra.  En  el  presente  año 
debieran  dedicarse,  para  la  construcción  de  casas  escuelas  y  la 
enseñanza  de  maestros,  $200,000,  y  $150,000  respectivamente,  por 
lo  menos,  y  dichas  cantidades  podrían  deducirse  de  la  que  se  gasta 
actualmente  en  sueldos  de  maestros  en  una  ú  otra  de  las  siguien- 
tes maneras.  Primera:  podria  reducirse  el  número  de  maestros. 
El  sueldo  medio  que  estos  empleados  perciben  es  el  de  $50  al 
mes,  ó  de  $600  al  año.  Eeduciendo  el  número  de  3, 600  á  3,000 
la^  economía  que  se  obtendría  seria  de  $360,000,  suficiente 
para  los  objetos  mencionados.  Segunda:  podríase  emplear  el 
mismo  número  de  maestros  que  actulmente  funcionan,  pero 
reduciendo  los  sueldos  de  todos.  Una  reducción  de  $8  del 
sueldo  medio  mensual  de  3,600  maestros  daría  por  resultado  una 
cantidad  de  $345,600,  también  suficiente  para  los  mencionados 
objetos.  Tercera:  combinando  estas  dos  medidas,  es  decir,  con- 
seguir la  cantidad  que  se  necesita  suprimiendo  cierto  número  de 
plazas  de  maestros  y  reduciendo  el  sueldo  de  los  demás  en  deter- 
minada suma  mensualmente:  por  ejemplo,  reduciendo  en  $3 
el  sueldo  medio  mensual  de  cada  maestro,  se  obtendrían  $130,000 
y  la  cantidad  restante  podría  obtenerse  suprimiendo  400  plazas 
de  maestros. 

Los  Sueldos  de  los  Maestros  Debieran  ser  Modificados. — De  todas  estas 
medidas  me  inclino  á  la  última.  En  primer  lugar,  los  sueldos 
que  se  pagan  á  los  maestros  en  esta  Isla,  están  fuera  de  toda  pro- 
porción con  el  estado  del  Tesoro,  con  el  grado  de  preparación  de 
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nuestros  maestros,  con  el  valor  que  se  da  á  esta  clase  de  servicios 
en  el  mundo  entero,  y  con  las  necesidades  de  vida  en  la  Isla  de 
Cuba.  En  el  primer  volumen  de  esta  Memoria  se  llamó  la  aten- 
ción sobre  este  particular  y  se  hizo  una  comparación  entre  los 
sueldos  que  perciben  nuestros  maestros  y  los  que  disfrutan  los  de 
otros  países,  prestando  iguales  y,  quizás,  mejores  servicios.  JSTo 
me  parece  necesario  repetir  aquí  esos  datos.  Para  todo  el  que 
estudie  este  asunto  es  perfectamente  evidente  que  los  maestros 
de  Cuba  son  los  mejores  pagados  del  mundo  á  pesar  de  su  escasa 
preparación,  á  pesar  de  que  centenares  de  ellos  ocupan  estos 
puestos  por  la  sencilla  razón  de  que  no  se  pueden  conseguir  me- 
jores, pues  no  podrían  sostenerse  en  sus  empleos  un  solo  mes 
en  países  en  que  se  pagan  sueldos  mucho  más  reducidos.  Es 
aquí  opinión  muy  general  que  la  vida  en  Cuba  es  muy  cara, 
pero  esto  no  es  cierto.  Una  persona  puede  vivir  con  gran  gasto 
en  Cuba  al  igual  que  en  cualquier  otro  país  del  mundo,  pero  si  es 
económica  puede  también  vivir  con  gasto  módico.  Pero  en  nin- 
guna parte  del  mundo  puede  una  persona  que  gana  $40  al  mes, 
vivir  cual  si  tuviera  una  renta  de  $200  mensuales,  y  esta  es  la 
causa  porque  nuestros  maestros  encuentran  cara  la  vida.  El 
sueldo  debe  estar  en  proporción  directa  con  los  servicios  que  se 
prestan,  con  las  necesidades  de  subsistencia,  con  la  abundancia 
del  Tesoro,  y  debieran  estar  graduados  de  tal  manera  que  hubie- 
ra lugar  á  una  sana  ambición  y  al  premio  del  esfuerzo  individual ; 
pero  pagar  un  centavo  en  demasía  es  engolosinar  á  nuestros 
maestros  y  hacerles  adquirir  hábitos  y  costumbres  poco  favora- 
bles. Cualquiera  medida  que  se  adopte  en  el  sentido  de  rebajar 
los  sueldos  de  los  maestros  será,  naturalmente,  muy  criticada, 
pero  á  eso  habrá  que  llegar  tarde  ó  temprano,  no  sólo  por  el  be- 
neficio de  las  escuelas,  sino  por  el  de  los  maestros  mismos. 

Los  Limites  Máximo  y  Mínimo  de  los  Sueldos  no  deben  Cambiar- 
se.— La  reducción  de  hablóse  refiere  solamente  á  la  cantidad 
total  que  actualmente  se  invierte  en  pagos  de  sueldos  de  maes- 
tros, pues  estimo  que  la  presente  escala,  desde  un  mínimum  de 
$80  hasta  un  máximum  de  $100,  no  debe  modificarse.  Si 
los  sueldos  de  los  maestros  son  debidamente  determinados  por  las 
Juntas  de  Educación,  sentirán  la  rebaja  que  recomiendo  sola- 
mente los  que  merezcan  sentirla. 

La  experiencia  de  otro  año  de  seguro  que  pondrá  de  manifiesto 
que  algunas  escuelas  están  situadas  en  lugares  tan  poco  á  propó- 
sito, que  sea  conveniente  clausurarlas,  pues  mientras  no  tenga- 
mos fondos  suficientes  para  establecer  escuelas  para  todos  los 
niños  de  edad  escolar  que  hay  en  la  Isla,   no   podemos  permitir 
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que  funcione  una  sola  escuela  en  tin  lugar  donde  la  asistencia  sea 
tal  que  no  se  obtengan  los  mayores  resultados  de  lo  que  en  ella 
se  invierte.  Por  esta  razón,  será  probablemente  conveniente,  al 
autorizar  las  escuelas  para  el  año  escolar  de  1902-1903,  suprimir 
aquellas  escuelas  que  tengan  poca  asistencia,  y  dedicar  las  sumas 
que  se  lian  venido  gastando  en  ellas,  en  construcción  de  casas  de 
escuela,  y  en  mejorar  el  nivel  profesional  de  nuestros  maestros. 
Si  los  niños  han  recibir  el  máximum  de  beneficios  de  los  días  que 
se  pasan  en  el  aula,  y  si  la  Isla  ha  de  obtener  la  mayor  suma  de 
resultados  de  los  $3,000,000  que  se  gastan  anualmente  en  Ins- 
trucción Primaria,  por  lo  menos  $100,000  deben  gastarse  en  pre- 
parar á  los  maestros  para  los  puestos  que  ellos  ocupan.  No  hacer 
esto  es  una  falsa  economía,  hija  de  un  criterio  estrecho. 

Poca  Tendencia  á  la  Economía  por  Parte  de  Algunas  Juntas  de 
Educación: — Esta  Oficina  les  ha  aconsejado  á  las  Juntas  de  Edu- 
ción  la  mayor  economía  en  el  gasto  de  los  fondos  consignados  á 
su  disposición  y  del  material  escolar  que  se  les  ha  remitido.  Varias 
medidas  se  han  adoptado  durante  el  año  en  distintas  épocas  con 
con  este  fin,  una  de  las  cuales  fué  la  publicación  de  la  siguiente 
circular  poco  antes  de  terminar  el  segundo  curso: 

Circular  N?  28. 

Oficina  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Publicas, 

Isla  de  Cuba. 

Habana ,  mayo  9  de  1901  * 

I.  Esta  Oficina  terminará  muy  pronto  la  remisión  de  libros  de 
texto  y  demás  material  de  escuelas  á  todas  las  Juntas  de  Edu- 
cación de  la  Isla  y  se  cree  conveniente  poner  en  conocimiento  de 
las  mismas  los  siguientes  datos  é  instrucciones  referentes  á  dichos 
textos  y  material.  Dichos  instrumentos  de  enseñanza  y  material 
de  escuelas  han  costado  al  Tesoro  de  la  Isla  una  cantidad  de  con- 
sideración. El  costo  de  los  libros  de  texto  comprados  en  el  año 
de  1900  fué  de  $140,000.  Los  que  se  acaban  de  adquirir  han 
costado  la  suma  de  $110,500.  Además,  se  ha  comprado  papel, 
lápices,  tinta,  etc.,  por  valor  de  $34,500.  Dentro  de  pocos 
días  se  dará  comienzo  á  la  distribución  de  este  material.  El 
costo  total  de  los  libros  y  demás  útiles  de  enseñanza  que  se  han 
comprado  desde  el  establecimiento  del  actual  sistema  escolar  es 
aproximadamente  de  $285,000. 

~No  debiera  s.er  necesario  recomendar  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación 
que  hagan  cuidar  con  esmero  los  libros  que  estén  ya  ó  estarán 
muy  pronto  en  su  poder,  ni  encarecerles  la  necesidad  de  observar 
la  economía  más  estricta  en  el  consumo  del  papel,  tinta,  etc. 

Las  respuestas  que  esta  Oficina  ha  recibido  al  Modelo  N?  18 
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que  se  remitió  no  hace  mucho  á  todas  las  Juntas  de  Educación 
de  la  Isla,  han  demostrado  que  muy  pocas  de  dichas  Juntas  tie- 
nen conocimiento  exacto  del  número  de  libros  y  cantidad  de  ma- 
terial que  han  recibido,  ni  de  la  distribución  que  de  lo  recibido 
se  ha  hecho,  ni  del  estado  actual  de  dicho  material  docente. 
Algunas  Juntas  han  aducido  razones  plausibles  en  justificación 
de  su  falta  de  conocimiento  de  particular  tan  importante,  pero 
conviene  hacer  saber  que,  en  adelante,  serán  las  Juntas  de  Edu- 
cación responsables  por  los  instrumentos  y  material  de  enseñanza 
que  se  les  remita  y  se  las  considerará  negligentes  en  el  cumpli- 
miento de  sus  deberes  si  no  pudieren,  en  cualquier  tiempo,  dar  los 
datos  que  sobre  este  particular  se  soliciten. 

Las  Juntas  tomarán  las  medidas  que  estimen  necesarias  para 
conseguir  el  debido  cuidado  de  los  libros  de  texto  y  consumo  eco- 
nómico del  material  por  parte  de  los  alumnos,  maestros  y  otros 
empleados. 

II.  El  tercer  periodo  del  presente  año  escolar  termina  el  31  de 
mayo,  y  en  esa  fecha  todas  las  escuelas  públicas  de  la  Isla  serán 
clausuradas  hasta  el  segundo  lunes  de  septiembre  de  1901.  Los 
maestros  actualmente  en  función  entregarán  á  las  Juntas  respec- 
tivas sus  Eegistros  "White"  inmediatamente  después  de  clausu- 
radas las  escuelas.  El  31  de  mayo,  ya  mencionado,  quedarán 
cesantes  los  Inspectores  Especiales  empleados  por  las  distintas 
Juntas  de  Educación,  no  pudiendo  éstas  cubrir  dichas  plazas  con 
anterioridad  al  mes  de  septiembre  próximo. 

III.  Para  el  aseo  de  las  casas  ocupadas  por  escuelas  y  para  el 
debido  cuidado  del  mobiliario,  material,  etc.,  que  en  ellas  se 
encuentre,  podrán  las  Juntas  de  Educación  mantener  empleados 
durante  las  próximas  vacaciones  de  verano,  el  número  de  conser- 
jes que  estimen  necesarios.  Dichos  conserjes  recibirán  de  las 
respectivas  Juntas  de  Educación  las  instrucciones  que  éstas  con- 
sideren necesario  darles  para  conseguir  que  las  casas-escuelas  se 
mantengan  perfectamente  aseadas. 

Se  llama  la  atención  de  las  Juntas  á  lo  prescripto  en  el  Artículo 
68  de  la  Ley  Escolar  vigente  para  su  más  estricto  cumplimiento. 

Durante  las  vacaciones  de  verano  tendrán  los  conserjes  menos 
trabajo,  debiendo  por  tanto  las  Juntas,  reducir,  en  cuanto  sea 
posible,  durante  ese  tiempo,  el  número  y  sueldo  de  dichos  em- 
pleados. Conviene  advertir  que  el  sueldo  de  $5.50  por  aula 
mencionado  en  la  Circular  K?  12  de  esta  Oficina,  de  fecha  24  de 
diciembre  último,  es  el  sueldo  máximo  que  puede  un  conserje 
percibir,  pero  debe  tenerse  en  cuenta  que  las  Juntas  no  tienen  la 
obligación  de  conceder  tal  cantidad  ni  los  conserjes  derecho  á 
exigirla. 

IV.  Inmediatamente  después  de  clausuradas  las  escuelas,  el 
31  de  mayo  actual,  todos  los  libros  de  texto  que  se  encuentren  en 
las  escuelas  existentes  en  las  cabeceras  de  los  Distritos  Municipa- 
les serán  depositados,  por  el  conserje  de  cada  escuela,  en  la  Se- 
cretaría de  la  Junta  ó  en  cualquier  otro  local  que  ésta  tenga  des- 
tinado para  almacén. 

)*    Los  libros  que  se   encuentren  en   las  escuelas   situadas  en  los 
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subdistritos  rurales  serán  igualmente  depositados  en  dicho  alma- 
cén ,  siempre  que  esto  sea  fácil. 

Los  Secretarios  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación  harán  una  lista, 
especificando  el  número  de  cada  clase  y  estado  actual  de  los  libros 
de  texto  que  permanezcan  en  las  escuelas  rurales  por  no  ser  fácil 
cumplimentar  lo  ordenado  en  el  párrafo  anterior. 

Oportunamente  se  darán  instrucciones  acerca  de  la  manera  en 
que  los  libros  de  texto  serán  distribuidos  de  nuevo  á  principios 
del  año  escolar  próximo,  no  debiendo  Junta  alguna  distribuir  di- 
chos libros  sin  haber  recibido  de  esta  Oficina  las  mencionadas 
instrucciones  que  estarán  de  acuerdo  con  lo  recomendado  por  la 
Junta  de  Superintendentes  sobre  este  particular. 

Los  Superintendentes  Provinciales  y  los  Inspectores  nombra- 
dos por  esta  Oficina  cuidarán  de  que  las  Juntas  de  Educación 
observen  fielmente  las  instrucciones  que  esta  Circular  contiene. 

Matthew   E.    Haninta, 
Ayudante  de  Campo, 
Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Pública*. 

Algunas  Juntas  de  Educación  han  prestado  gran  ayuda  cum- 
plimentando esta  Circular,  pero  la  mayoría  ha  protestado  enér- 
gicamente contra  todo  esfuerzo  hecho  en  el  sentido  de  economías 
y  han  sido  remoras  y  no  auxiliares.  Durante  el  período  de  va- 
caciones, no  se  pagaron  sus  sueldos  á  los  Inspectores  Especiales, 
ó  Policías  Escolares,  porque  durante  ese  período  nada  tenían  que 
hacer.  Esto  significó  una  economía  de  $20,000,  por  lo  menos.  A  las 
Juntas  de  Educación  se  aconsejó,  asimismo,  que  redujeran,  por 
igual  motivo,  los  sueldos  de  los  conserjes  durante  el  referido  perío- 
do. Sin  embargo,  casi  todas  estas  reducciones  tuvieron  que  hacerse 
enesta  Oficina.  Con  esta  última  medida  se  economizaron  aproxi- 
madamente otros  $20,000  más,  pero  las  dos  fueron  atacadas  por 
algunas  Juntas  de  Educación,  que  no  adujeron  mejores  argumen- 
tos en  defensa  de  su  actitud  que  el  de  que  dichos  conserjes  é  ins- 
pectores especiales  eran  personas  necesitadas,  que  habían  cumplido 
fielmente  con  sus  deberes  durante  nueve  meses,  y  que  no  podrían 
subsistir  si  se  les  quitaban  sus  puestos.  La  creencia  de  que  el 
sistema  de  escuelas  públicas  de  esta  Isla  es  un  asilo  de  beneficen- 
cia y  que  las  oficinas  públicas  son  medios  de  hacer  obras  de  cari- 
dad, es  un  legado  de  la  época  del  coloniaje,  que  no  durará  mucho 
tiempo. 
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Tabla  1.— Demostrativa  del  Número  de  Maestros,  ete. 


Provincia 

de  la  Habana, 


Aguacate 

Alquizar 

Bainoa 

Batabanó  

Bauta , 

Bejucal 

Cano 

Catalina 

Ceiba  del  Agua 

Guanabacoaj  urbano.. 

Guara 

Güines 

Güira  de  Melena 

Habana 

Isla  de  Pinos 

Jaruco 

Madruga 

Managua 

Marianao 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz 

Quivicán 

Regla 

Salud 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas.. 
S.  Antonio  de  los  Baños 
S.  Antonio  de  las  Vegas 

San  Felipe 

San  José  de  las  Lajas... 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte... 
Santa  María  del  Rosario 
Vereda  Nueva 

TOTAL 

Provincia  de 

Puerto  Principe. 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nu  evitas  

P  Príncme  /Urbano 
i.  irmcipe...^Mcipal 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

TOTAL 

Provincia  de 

Santa  Clara, 

Abreus 

Caibarién 

Calabazar 

Camajuani 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

Cienfuegos  {~o.; 

Cifuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira  


I\  limero  de  Maestros 
e  trabajaron  duraute  todo 

el  año. 


m 

rn 

-O 

£ 

Z) 

O 

m 

<< 

14   341    489    830 


Numero  de  distintas  personas 
empleadas  como  Maestros 


<K 

o 

<1> 

o 

o 

o 

O 

3 

A 

W 

¡3 

Número  de  3 
al  terminar  el  año  escolar. 


16  455'  555  1010  926 


14  408  532  940 


11 
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7 

11 

13 

6 

7 

13 

12 

5 

7 

2b 

1 

16 

10 

26 

38 

1 

17 

22 

39 

31 

1 

16 

16 

14 

5 

9 

14 

18 

9 

9 

18 

16 

7 

9 

134 

4 

42 

96 

138 

136 

10 

46 

100 

146 

135 

7 

44 

98 

26 

9 

17 

26 

26 

9 

1 

26 

26 

9 

17 

18 

5 

13 

18 

18 

5 

13 

18 

18 

5 

13 

228 

5 

81 

152 

233 

249 

11 

92 

168 

260 

238 

8 

86 

160 

1 

8 

5 

13 

18 

1 

10 

9 

19 

15 

1 

9 

7 

3 

4 

20 

24 

21 

3 

4 

20 

24 

21 

3 

4 

20 

9 

7 

16 

30 

13 

17 

30 

23 

11 

12 

i 

6 

10 

16 

19 

1 

10 

10 

20 

17 

1 

8 

10 

2 

1 
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8 

16 

2 

7 

11 

18 

11 

2 

4 

9 

1 

8 

12 

20 

27 

1 

10 

18 

28 

23 

1 

9 

15 

2 

20 

47 

67 

108 

3 

39 

72 
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67 

2 

23 

46 

1 

13 

25 

38 

37 

1 

13 

25 

38 

37 

1 

13 

25 

3 

13 

16 

18 

5 

13 

18 

17 

4 

13 

10 

1 

25 

32 

17 

15 

32 

27 

12 

15 

4 

8 

12 

12 

4 

8 

12 

12 

4 

8 

3 

12 

13 

25 

22 

3 

12 

13 

25 

22 

3 

12 

13 
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TABLA  1.—  (continuación). 


Peovincta 

de  Santa  Clara. 

Placetas., 

Quemado  de  Güines.... 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas  

Sa  gua  1  a        ( Urbano . . . 

Grande...  JMcipal... 

Sti-SpirituS{U*ano.; 

San  Diego  del  Valle.... 

S.  Fdo.  de  Camarones... 

San  Juan  de  las  Yeras.. 

Sta  Clara      (Urbano..: 

bta*  -lara-tMcipal.... 

Stí  Isabel  de  las  Lajas 

Santo  Domingo 

Trinidad      /Urbano... 
irmiaaa....  i  McipaL  _ 

Vueltas 

Yaguajay 

TOTAL 

PROVrKCIA   DK 

Stgo  de  Cuba. 

Baracoa 

Bayarno 

Campechu  ela 

Caney  

Cobre. 

Gibara  

( Tiiantánamo 

Holguin 

Jiguaní 

Mnnyflnilln   '  Urbano .. 
Manzanillo.  ^  Mcipal 

Mayari 

Niquero  , 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sa  gua  de  Tánamo 

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Songo 

TOTAL 

Provincia  de 

Pinar  del  Rio. 

Artemisa , 

Bahía  Honda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte. 
Consolación  del  Sur. . . . 

Guanajay 

Guane 

Guayabal 

Mantua '. 

Mariel 

Palacios 

P  del  Río    /Urbano.... 

i-auK10-'\  Mcipal 

San  Cristóbal 

S.  Diego  de  los  Baños  .. 
San  Juan  y  Martínez... 

San  Luis 

Vinales 

TOTAL 


Número  de  Maestros 
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Número  de  distintas  personas 

Numere 
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al  terminar  el  año  escolar. 
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o 
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O 

Q 
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o 
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o 

21 

1 

10 

12 

22 

23 

1 

10 

14 

24 

22 

1 

10 

13 

23 

IV 

6 

11 

17 

17 

fí 

11 

17 

17! 

0 

11 

17 

26 

7 

19 

26 

32 

9 

28 

32 

29' 

8 

21 

29 

U. 

8 

8 

11 

29  

9 

20 

29 

20 

6 

14 

20 

42 

1/ 

2o 

42 

62! 

29 

33 

62 

5?, 

24 
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52 

35 
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22 

17 

39 

46;      5 

30 

21 

51 

39 

4 

24 

19 

43 

02 
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14 

00 

64 

68       2 

17 

53 

70 

00 

2 

19 

49 

08 

11 
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10 

11 

13 

3 

10 

13 

12 

2 

10 

12 

46 

4 

16 

84 

50 

50 

4 

20 

34 

54 

48 

4 

18 

34 

52 

19 

9 

10 

19 

23 

13 

10 

23 

21 

11 

10 

21 

7 

2 

5 

7 

17 

12 

5 

17 

12 

7 

■  12 

1       8 

2 

6 

8 

18 

8 

10 

18 

13 

5 

8 

18 

i     12 

i 

5 

8 

18 

14 

1 

5 

10 

15 

13 

1 

5 

9 

14 

!     47 

1 

21 

27 

48 

61 

1 
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41 

62 

54 
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34 

55 

<S 
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8 

11 

4 

7 

11 

8 

8 

5 

8 

:      18 

i 

7 

12 

19 

18 

1 

7 

12 

19 

18 

1 

7 

12 

19 

1      20 

9 

ÍÜ 

25 

35 

9 

26 

35 

30 

9 

21 

80 

1     28 

2 

15 

15 

30 

28 
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15 

15 

30 

28 

2 

15 
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30 

¡     24 

14 

10 

24 

28 

2 

16 

14 

30 

26 

1 

15 

12 

■    27 

i       t> 

2 

4 

6 

20 

8 

12 

20 

13 

5 

8 

18 

i     11 

4 

7 

11 

12 

3 

8 

7 

15 

13 

6 

7 

13 

,  750 

30 

287 

493 

780 

985 

37 

403 

619 

1022 

846 

31 

339 

538 

877 

19 

1 

7 

81 

20 

37 

3 

17 

.   23 

40 

28 

2 

12 

18 

80 

21 

11 

10 

21 

30 

1 

15 

16 

31 

26 

IB 

13 

26 

15 

4 

11 

15 

25 

12 

13 

25 

20 
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12 

20 

10 

2 

8 

10 

22 

6 

16 

22 

16 

4 

12 

16 

11 

2 

4 
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13 

11 

2 

4 

9 

13 1 

11 

0 

4 

9 

18 

49 

2 

20 

31 

51 

59 

2 

22 

39 

61 

54 

2 

21 

35 

56 

81 

18 

13 

31 

39 

24 

20 

48 

63 

86 

10 

19 

27 

46 

10b 

8 

46 

70 

116 

168 

18 

87 

99 

186 

122 

9 

55 

76 

181 

6 

6 

6 

16 

2 

8 

10 

18 

12 

7 

5 

12 

38 

5 

11 

32 

48 

58 

5 

25 

38 

63 

48 

5 

18 

85 

58 

25 

1 

8 

18 

26 

31 

1 

10 

22 

32 

28 

1 

9 

20 

29 

10 

7 

3 

10 

10 

7 

3 

10 

10 

7 

8 

10 

7 

íj 

4 

7 

7 

8 

•  4 

7 

7 

4 

8 

7 

7 

15 

8 

15 

11 
17 

4 
9 

11 
17 

17 

9 

8 

17 

17 

9 

8 

17 

8 

9 

i 

10 

10 

19 

i 

4 

16 

20 

14 

1 

2 

13 

15 

11 

1 

3 

9 

12 

20 

2 

9 

13 

22 

14 

1 

5 

10 

15 

88 

9 

42 

55 

97 

102 

9 

54 

57 

111 

95 

9 

48 

56 

104 

9 

4 

5 

9 

19 

10 

9 

19 

14 

8 

6 

14. 

491 

30 

205 

316 

521 

705 

70 

330 

445 

775 

583 

42 

257 

368 

625 

19 

9 

10 

19 

19 

9 

10 

19 

19 

9 

10 

19 

4 

2 

2 

4 

10 

4 

6 

10 

7 

3 

4 

7 

9 

4 

5 

9 

9 

4 

5 

9 

9 

4 

5 

9 

6 

2 

4 

6 

10 

4 

6 

10 

8 

3 

5 

8 

9 

5 

4 

9 

9 

5 

4 

9 

9 

5 

4 

9 

24 

14 

10 

24 

32 

16 

16 

32 

28 

15 

18 

28 

17 

2 

15 

17 

85 

10 

25 

35 

26 

6 

20 

26 

6 

3 

o 

6 

6 

3 

3 

6 

6 

3 

8 

6 

4 

1 

3 

4 

8 

3 

5 

8 

6 

2 

4 

6 

6 

3 

3 

6 

6 

3 

3 

6 

6 

8 

8 

6 

12 

3 

9 

12 

12 

3 

9 

12 

12 

3 

9 

12 

6 

3 

3 

6 

13 

8 

5 

13 

9 

5 

4 

9 

31 

6 

25 

31 

39 

14 

25 

39 

35 

10 

25 

42 

1 

22 

21 

43 

64 

i 

36 

29 

65 

53 

1 

29 

25 

54 

13 

6 

7 

13 

13 

6 

7 

13 

13 

6 

7 

13 

4 

3 

1 

4 

10 

7 

3 

10 

5 

8 

2 

6 

o 

1 

6 

21 

11 

10 

21 

18 

10 

8 

18 

15 

8 

7 

15 

21 

14 

7 

21 

18 

11 

7 

18 

8 

. 

4 

4 

8 

14 

"Z 

10 

4 

14 

11 

4 

n 

241 

1 

105 

137 

242 

351 

1 

170 

182 

352 

298 

1 

137 

162 

299 

TABLA 

1.- 

-(continuación). 
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Número  de  Maestros 

que  trabajaron  durante  todo 

el  año. 

Número  de  distintas  personas 
empleadas  como  Maestros 

Número  de  Maestros 
al  terminar  el  año  escolar. 

Peovincia 

de  Matanzas. 

se 
O 
O 

ú 

o 
o 

V 

o 

£ 
o 

w 
u 

¿3    ' 

"ce 
o 

o 
o 

o 
o 

o 

0 

CU 

S 

í 

ce' 

■0 
0 

tí 
tí 

PQ 

ú 

0 
0 
0 
0 

p 

0 

0 

o3 

EH 

Agramonte 

13 

21 

10 

9 

30 
10 
10 
39 
9 
19 
13 
10 
16 
25 
26 
15 
28 
19 
18 
15 
15 
11 
23 

504 

i 

1 

'""i 

...... 

i 

...... 

8 

2 
11 
5 
2 
20 

13 
1 

7 
2 
4 
7 

39 

12 
5 

13 
6 

13 
7 
4 
3 
9 

188 

11 
11 

0 

7 
12 
10 

7 
26 

9 
12 
11 

7 

9 

8ñ 

14 
10 
15 
13 

7 
8 

11 
8 

14 

324 

13 
22 
11 
9 
32 
10 
10 
39 
10 
39 
13 
11 
16 
125 
26 
15 
28 
19 
20 
15 
15 
11 
23 

512 

17 
27 
82 
11 
86 
10 
10 
61 
33 
23 
19 
12 
26 
149 
26 
15 
28 
23 
26 
15 
21 
13 
31 

694 

'""i 

1 

'""i 

'""i 
i 

'""2 

8 

6 
11 
13 

4 

26 
...... 

27 

9 

6 
6 

51 
12 

5 
13 

8 
15 

6 
5 
13 

258 

11 

17 
20 

7 
62 
10 

7 
34 

9 
14 

33 

7 

19 
98 
14 
10 
15 
15 
13 

8 
1.5 

8 
18 

444 

17 
28 
33 
11 
88 
10 
10 
61 
14 
23 
19 
13 
26 
349 
26 
15 
28 
23 
28 
15 
21 
13 
31 

702 

15 
24 
21 
10 
58 
10 
10 
50 
11 
21 
16 
11 
21 
137 
26 
15 
28 
21 
22 
15 
18 
12 
27 

599 

"i 

1 

'  2 

4 

11 

9 

3 

23 

11 
14 
13 

7 
37 
10 

30 

9 
13 
12 

9 
14 
92 
14 
10 
35 
34 
10 

8 
13 

8 
36 

384 

15 

Alacranes 

25 

Bolondrón 

22 

( Cabezas 

10 

C-írdoms     /urbano... 
('£irüuias -^Municipal 

Carlos  Hojas 

Colón 

00 
10 

"l 

""i 

""2 

8 

3 

20 

3 

8 
4 
5 
7 

45 

32 
5 

33 
7 

14 
7 
5 
4 

11 

223 

10 

50 

Guamacaro 

12 

Jatfüev  Grande 

21 

Jovellanos 

16 

Macagua 

12 

Martí 

Mi  tan  zas  /Urbano 

MtUanza&\  Municipal.. 
Máximo  Gómez 

21 
137 

21 
15 

Palmillas 

Perico 

28 
21 

Pedro  Betancourt 

S.  del  Encomendador.- 
ñan  José  de  los  B.amos. 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 

TOTAL 

24 
15 

38 
12 

27 

607 

RESUMEN. 


Número  de  Maestros 

que  trabajaron  durante  todo 

Número  de  distintas  personas 

húmero  de  Maestros 

el  año. 

empleadas  como 

Maestros 

al  terminar  el  año  escolar. 

PROVINCIAS. 

O 
O 

a 

0 

O 
c 

O) 

Q 

có 
<D 

1 

0 

w 

«2 

CD 
O 
tí* 

tí 
0 
H 

0 

tí 

tí 
S 

0 
"o 

Q 

CO 

g 

S 
O 

ce 
CD 

CD 

Is 
0 

ce 

0 
tí 

O 

"o 
0 

<D 

Q 

co 

O) 

0 

m 
cu 
u 
cu 

"tí 

<3 

3 
0 

Habana 

816 

14 

341 

489 

830 

994 

16 

455 

555 

1.010 

926 

14 

408 

532 

940 

P.  Príncipe 

228 

5 

81 

152 

233 

249 

11 

92 

168 

260 

238 

8 

86 

160 

246 

Santa  Clara 

750 

30 

287 

498 

780 

985 

37 

403 

619 

1,022 

846 

33 

339 

538 

877 

ñ,  de  Cuba. 

491 

30 

205 

316 

521 

705 

70 

330 

445 

■775 

583 

42 

257 

308 

625 

P.  del  Río.. 

241 

1 

305 

137 

242 

351 

1 

170 

182 

352 

298 

1 

137 

162 

299 

Matanzas . . 

504 

8 

388 

324 

512 

694 

8 

258 

444 

702 

599 

8 

223 

384 

607 

Total... 

3,030 

88 

1,207 

1,911 

8,118 

3,978 

143 

1,708 

2,413 

4,121 

3,490 

104 

1,450 

2,144 

3,594 

iVote  so&re  la  Tabla  1. — Del  número  total  de  maestros  emplea- 
dos durante  el  año,  3,118  estuvieron  en  función  durante  todo  el 
período  lectivo.  Aproximadamente  500  de  las  plazas  fueron  des- 
empeñadas por  más  de  un  maestro.  Hubo  4,121  distintas  perso- 
nas empleadas  como  maestros  durante  el  año,  de  las  cuales  1,003 
estuvieron  en  función  durante  una  parte  solamente  del  período 
lectivo.  Este  numero,  comparado  con  las  500  plazas  que  fueron 
desempeñadas  por  más  de  un  maestro,  da  á  entender  que  el  tiem- 
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po  medio  que  enseñó  cada  una  de  las  personas  que  no  funcionó 
durante  todo  el  período  lectivo  fué  de  cuatro  meses  y  medio. 
A  fines  del  año  había  3,594  maestros  empleados,  de  los  cuales 
2,144  eran  mujeres,  y  1.450  hombres.  2,413  distintas  mujeres  y 
1,708  distintos  hombres  fueron  empleados  como  maestros  durante 
el  año,  de  los  cuales  1,911  mujeres  y  1,207  hombres  enseñaron 
durante  todo  el  año.  En  otras  palabras,  el  79  por  ciento  de 
las  mujeres  empleadas  y  el  70  por  ciento  de  los  hombres 
empleados  enseñaron  durante  todo  el  período  lectivo,  lo  cual  in- 
dica mayor  devoción  al  profesorado  por  parte  de  las  mujeres  que 
por  la  de  los  hombres.  Esta  conclusión  es  apoyada  por  otros 
datos  conseguidos  de  distintas  maneras.  Del  número  total  de 
maestros  empleados,  solamente  143  pertenecían  á  la  raza  de  color. 
De  éstos,  104  se  encontraban  en  función  al  finalizar  el  período 
lectivo  del  año,  y  88  enseñaron  durante  todo  el  curso. 
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Tabla  2. — Demostrativa  del  Mañero  total  de  Matriculados,  etc. 


Províncta 

j>r  la  piaran 

Aguacate 

Alquízar 

Bainoa .'. 

Batabanó 

Barita 

Bejucal .'.'.'." 

Cano 

Catalina " 

Ceiba  del  Agua.... 

Guanabacoa.  {urbano. 

Guara ."' 

Güines 

Güira  de  Melena 

Habana 

Isla  de  Pinos '...".. 

Ja  ruco 

Madruga .' 

Managua .'""" 

Marianao 

Melena  del  Sur "' 

Nueva  Paz 

Quivicán 

Kegla '. 

Salad ..." 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas.'.' 
S.  Ant?  de  los  Baños.... 
S.  Ant?  de  las  Vegas.... 

San  Felipe 

San  José  de  las  Lajas... 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte... 
Sta.  María  del  Rosario. 
Vereda  Nueva 

TOTAL 

Provincia 

de  Pto.  Principe. 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nue  vitas ....,". 

Pto.Pnncipe{S~ 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

TOTAL 

Provincia 

de  Santa  Clara. 

Abreus 

Caibarién. .... 

Calabazar ....'."' " 

Camajuaní \ 

Cartagena .' 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

CienfuegoS....{™-°: 

Cifuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 


Número  total  de  alumnos 
matriculados  durante  el  año. 


401 

4S1 
426 

1,892 
794 
681 
006 
709 
595 

2,327 
842 
338 

1,793 

1,353 
16,906 
369 
425 
743 
223 

1,299 
401 
81: 
359 

2,590 
455 

1,898 

1,626 
391 
449 
815 

1,229 
281, 
440 
408 


421 

417 
180 
525 
259 
206 
103 
125 

95 
1,310 
131 
144 
986 
901 
12,344 

91 
164 
41' 

75 
670 
321 
631 
107 
500 

36 
633 
450 
101 
195 
269 
407 
207 
186 

36 


44,856  23,643  68,499 


o 


<v  o  5 
^  'i  o 

O  r¡  S 
O  «^ 


Promedio  de  la  matrícula  mensn»!. 


822 
898 
606 

1,917 

1,053 
887 
709 
834 
690 

3,637 
973 
482 

2,779 

2,254 

29,250 

460 

589 

1,160 
298 

1,969 
722 

1,472 
466 

3,090 
491 

2,531 

2,076 
462 
644 

1,084 

1.63C 
488 
626 
444 


53 


262 
264 
311 
835 
561 
544 
449 
535 
411 

1,290 
613 
251 

1,260 
909 

8,253 
282 
340 
461 
171 
823 
281 
624 
262 

1,654 
354 

1,232 
948 
296 
323 
626 
867 
208 
802 
356 


249 
219 
132 
310 
171 
163 

78 

93 

72 
689 
107 

76 

671 

565 

6,36¡ 

69 
150 
22C 

48 
415 
235 
50.1 

76 
283 

26 
274 
264 

70 
137 
209 
284 
142 
144 

34 


235 
2«7 

251 
632 
391 
372 
288 
342 
269 

1,018 
353 
188 
970 
753 

7,634 
185 
236 
356 
101 
622 
252 
567 
169 

1,091 
200 
824 
645 
199 
244 
405 
612 
167 
269 
324 


27,213  13,547  21,401  19,359  40,760 


s  ^  o 
So:2 


276 
246 
192 
513 

341 
335 

239 
286 
214 
961 
367 
139 
961 
721 

6,984 
166 
254 
331 
118 
616 
261 

•  558 
169 
846 
180 
682 
567 
167 
216 
430 
539 
178 
237 
66 


511 

46 

483 

16 

448 

44 

1,145 

52 

732 

39 

707 

85 

527 

36 

628 

58 

483 

62 

1,979 

44 

720 

32 

327 

44 

1,931 

48 

1,474 

37 

14,618 

22 

351 

32 

490 

30  1 

687 

50 

219 

20 

1,238 

47 

516 

44 

1,125 

42 

338 

36 

1,937 

58 

380 

30 

1,506 

47 

1,212 

28 

366 

50 

460 

65 

835 

39 

1,15.1 

57 

345 

33 

506 

50 

390 

95 

40,760 

31 

938 
1,700 

934 
6,476 
1,535 
1,092 


132 
142 
131 
1,616 
156 
163 


12,675    2,340  15.015 


1,070 
1,842 
1,065 
8,092 
1,691 
1,255 


43 


543 
1,190 

747 

4,244 

898 

604 


5,226 


84 
95 
101 
1,155 
93 
91 


1,619 


324 

781 
441 
2,568 
527 
356 


303 
504 
407 
2,83.1 
464 
339 


627 
1,285 

848 
5,399 

991 

695 


9,845 


692 
1,231. 

892 
1,671 

469 

818 
3,962 
2,024 

657 
1,036 

544 
1,116 
1,171 


488 
639 
774 
284 
561 
3,144 
1,092 
302 
750 
256 
745 
763 


1,080 
1,669 
1,531 
2,445 

753 
1,379 
7,103 
3,116 

959 
1,786 

800 
1,861 
1,934 


571 
780 
651 
869 
329 
646 
1,702 
1,271 
513 
702 
349 
686 
680 


263 
248 
445 
333 
182 
431 
1,392 
753 
249 
489 
181 
446 
440 


525 

524 
638 
246 
570 
1,454 
1,050 
400 
568 
282 
523 
614 


369 
503 
572 
569 
265 
507 
1,640 
974 
362 
623 
248 
609 
506 


834 
1,028 
1,096 
1,202 

511 
1,077 
3,094 
2,024 

762 
1,191 

530 
1,132 
1,120 
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TABLA  2.—  (continuación). 


Provincia  de 

Santa  Clara. 

Quemado  de  Güines.... 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas 

Sagua  la     /Urbano.... 

Grande.  \  Municipal. 

Sancti  /  Urbano. 

Spíritus.  \  Mcipal. . 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

S.  Fdo.  de  Camarones. 
San  Juan  de  los  Yeras. 
Santa  Clara  /Urbano. 
banta  yiara-\McipaL. 
Sta.  Isabel  de  las  Lajas. 
Santo  Domingo 

™ad {5352?: 

Vueltas 

Yaguajay 

TOTAL 

Provincia  de 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Baracoa 

Bayamo. 

Campechuela 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara 

Guantánamo 

Holguin 

Jiguaní 

ManZanmo..{^-0; 

Mayarí 

Niquero 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo ;. 

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Songo. 

TOTAL 

Provincia  de 

Pinar  del  Rio. 

Artemisa 

Bahía  Honda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte. 
Consolación  del  Sur.... 

Guanajay 

Guane 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios 

Pi„ardelRto{~. 

San  Cristóbal 

S.  Diego  de  los  Baños.. 
San  Juan  y  Martínez... 

San  Luis 

Vinales 

TOTAL 


Húmero  total  de  aluairios 
matriculados  durante  el  año. 


897 
9G6 

V 

2.142 

2,033 

2,691 

553 

3,073 

964 

635 

591 

538 

2,1 

379 

602 

1,170 

1,382 

892 

649 

568 


337 
857 
597 

1,074 
914 

1,922 
296 

1,492 
241 
106 
220 
242 

1,605 
118 
697 
726 

1,373 
784 
150 
509 


40,937  24,393  65,330 


1,234 

1,823 

1,644 

3,216 

2,947 

4,613 

849 

4,565 

1,205 

741 

811 

780 

4,487 

497 

1,299 

1,1 

2,755 

1,676 

799 

1,077 


sai 

2  a  c 


Promedio  de  la  matrícula  mensual. 


707 

651 

675 

1,587 

1,302 

1,521 

290 

1,650 

775 

468 

417 

398 

1,591 

282 

387 

797 

902 

611 

510 

34; 


249 
571 
326 
696 
549 
1,054 
165 
697 
141 

72 
159 
199 
844 

92 
409 
519 
968 
570 
118 
297 


509 

562 

492 

1,348 

1,01.3 

1,334 

267 

1,096 

489 

345 

297 

303 

1,298 

208 

388 

654 

945 

635 

298 

383 


25,615  14,547  20,718  19,444  40,162 


9>   Ó  ai 


3^° 
p3n 


447 
660 
509 
935 
838 

1,241 
188 

1,251 
427 
195 
279 
294 

1,137 
166 

•  408 
662 
925 
546 
330 
259 


956 

1,222 

l',001 

2,283 

1,851 

2,575 

455 

2,347 

916 

540 

576 

597 

2,435 

374 

796 

1,316 

1,870 

1,181 

628 

642 


1,197 

1,113 

920 

640 

257 

3,509 

1,560 

7,946 

590 

3,01' 

1,991 

480 

505 

501 

908 

591 

611 

3,750 

404 


1,290 

2,487 

28 

806 

816 

864 

758 

1,622 

18 

577 

1,690 

17 

869 

495 

662 

702 

1,364 

14 

325 

1,245 

43 

788 

246 

495 

539 

1,034 

36 

517 

1,157 

32 

562 

481 

508 

535 

1,043 

29 

644 

901 

22 

223 

532 

359 

396 

755 

18 

688 

4,197 

31 

2,722 

475 

1,727 

1,470 

3.197 

23 

2,670 

4,230 

41 

1,009 

1,651 

1,389 

1,271 

2,660 

26 

977 

8,923 

61 

6,188 

749 

3,592 

3,345 

6,937 

47 

389 

979 

20 

524 

313 

479 

358 

837 

17 

1,457 

4,474 

80 

1,695 

874 

1,235 

1,334 

2,569 

46 

1,107 

3,103 

40 

1,518 

726 

1,048 

1,196 

2.244 

28 

400 

880 

23 

364 

294 

421 

237 

658 

17 

60 

565 

48 

827 

44 

179 

197 

371 

31 

403 

904 

17 

302 

282 

321 

263 

584 

11 

394 

1,302 

15 

655 

315 

523 

447 

970 

11 

214 

805 

31 

557 

226 

415 

368 

783 

30 

527 

1,138 

23 

452 

370 

367 

455 

822 

17 

4,779 

7,929 

49 

2,282 

2,527 

2,354 

2,455 

4,809 

30 

761 

1,165 

22 

505 

376 

324 

557 

881 
34,140 

17 

25 

17,579 

48,074 

36 

22,348 

11,792 

17,257 

16,883 

997 

730 

1,727 

52 

532 

385 

492 

425 

917 

27 

147 

'  279 

426 

36 

97 

196 

135 

158 

293 

25 

228 

529 

757 

63 

159 

381 

325 

215 

540 

45 

340 

276 

61.6 

33 

259 

217 

261 

215 

476 

25 

401 

136 

537 

17 

338 

122 

256 

204 

460 

15 

1,104 

674 

1,778 

27 

638 

437 

564 

511 

1,075 

16 

1,459 

522 

1,981 

04 

1,053 

365 

751 

667 

1.418 

46 

341 

165 

506 

9 

286 

138 

229 

195 

424 

7 

320 

112 

432 

42 

236 

87 

179 

144 

323 

31 

335 

83 

41.8 

12 

284 

76 

189 

171 

360 

10 

594 

337 

931 

75 

427 

235 

318 

344. 

662 

53 

362 

383 

'  745 

54 

234 

221 

251 

204 

455 

33 

1,263 

778 

2,041 

70 

830 

480 

642 

668 

1,310 

45' 

2,938 

939 

3,877 

35 

2,315 

■728 

2,046 

997 

3,043 

27 

420 

273 

693 

33 

350 

241 

306 

285 

591 

29 

242 

134 

376 

41 

158 

99 

139 

118 

257 

28 

803 

369 

1,172 

21 

599 

272 

541 

330 

871 

15 

897 

372 

1,269 

43 

633 

256 

531 

358 

889 

30 

705 

270 

975 

14 

561 

191 

429 

323 

752 

10 

13,896 

7,361 

21,257 

32 

9,989 

5,127 

8,584 

6,532 

15,116 

23 

T4BLA  2.— (continuación). 
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Número  total  de  alumnos 
matriculados  durante  el  arlo. 

Promedio  de  la  matrícula  mensual. 

I 

PllOVIXCTA 

o 
o 

s 

o 
o 

o 

ft  ■ 

o 

m  ^  o 

«  es  o 

Oi-i  Vi 
CJ^  O) 

§¡l 
oil 

o 
ü 

o 

"o 
o 

Q 

«5 
© 

ce 
?? 

B 

O 

te 

3 

o 
6-i 

CU  —  rO 

ees 

s 

S3 

s 
S3 

de  Matanzas. 

425 
901 
642 
514 

3,251 
675 
264 

1,982 
347 

1,052 
656 
400 
758 

7,889 

1,040 
349 
644 
629 
724 
524 
647 
406 
902 

592 
969 

1,066 
224 

2,438 
180 
347 

1,861 
456 
496 
926 
412 
897 

4.066 
368 
506 
845 
777 

1,047 
330 

1,090 
232 
821 

1,017 
1,870 
1,708 

738 
5,689 

855 

611 
3,843 

803 
1,548 
1,582 

812 
1,655 
11,955 
1,408 

855 
1,489 
1,406 
1,771 

854 
1,737 

638 
1,723 

42 
73 
58 
38 
77 
48 
57 
93 
40 
71 
65 
44 
56 
100 
35 
67 
48 
80 
54 
50 
73 
61 
95 

298 
559 
372 
336 

1,658 
411 
203 

1,041 
232 
713 
328 
279 
500 

4,601 
805 
267 
448 
458 
418 
454 
340 
330 
624 

405 
544 
678 
163 

1,203 
108 
249 
983 
342 
287 
450 
282 
568 

2,450 
291 
374 
579 
490 
655 
234 
528 
166 
576 

1 

301 
587 
490 
227 

1,443 
250 
234 
998 
263 
494 
339 
286 
559 

3,210 
616 
349 
476 
467 
606 
364 
412 
273 
554 

402 
516 
560 
272 

1,418 
269 
218 

1,026 
311 
506 
439 
275 
509 

3,841 
480 
292 
551 
481 
467 
324 
456 
223 
646 

703 

1,103 

1,050 

499 

2,861 

519 

452 

2,024 

574 

1,000 

778 

561 

1,068 

7,051 

1,096 

641 

1.027 

948 

1,073 

688 

868 

496 

1,200 

29 
43 
35 
25 
38 
29 
42 
49 
28 
45 
32 
30 
36 
63 
27 
50 
33 
54 
33 
41 
36 
47 
66 

46 

Alacranes 

Bolondrón , 

42 

47 
50 

«raen» {™°; 

Carlos  Kojas 

47 
52 
45 

Colón 

40 

47 

Jagüey  Grande 

47 

48 

Macagua.. 

4(\ 

Marti 

48 

M'itan/ñs   /Urbano.... 
Máximo  Gómeí: 

51 

78 
42 

Palmillas 

36 

Perico 

43 

Pedro  Betancourt 

S.  del  Encomendador.. 
S.  José  de  los  Ramos.... 
Santa  Ana 

42 

76 
45 
41 

48 

TOTAL 

25,621 

20,946 

46,567 

69 

15,675 

12,605 

13,798' 14,482 

28,280 

41 

47 

RESUMEN. 


Número  total  de  alumnos 
matriculados  durante  el  ano. 

Promedio  de  la  matrícula  mensual. 

03 

PROVINCIAS. 

0 

o 

0 

'o 
0 

Q 

O 

¿Otó 

¡H     S3    O 

OH    02 

So  8 

sil 

O 
O 

PQ 

0 

0 
0 

ft 

03 

tí» 
O 

u 

£ 

02 

S' 
0) 

te 

0 

¿  2  S 

0<— "  t» 

S  ri'S 

_S2 

« 

s 

Sd 

Habana 

44.856 
12.675 
40,937 
30.495 
13,896 
25,621 

23,643 
2,340 

24,393 

17,579 
7,361 

20.946 

68,499 
15,015 
65,330 
48,074 
21,257 
46;  567 

53 
43 
51 
36 
32 
69 

•  27,213 
8,226 
25,615 
22,348 
9,989 
15,675 

13,547 
1,619 

14,547 
11,792 

5,127 
12,605 

21,401 

4,997 
20,718 

17,257 
8,584 
13,798 

19.359 

4,848 
19,444 
16,883 

6,532 
14,482 

40,760 
9,845 
40,162 
34,140 
15,116 
28,280 

31 

28 
31 
25 
23 
41 

43 

Puerto  Principe.... 
San  ta  Clara 

40 
46 

Santiago  de  Cuba .. 
Pinar  del  Río 

54 
49 

Matanzas 

47 

Total  General. 

168,480 

96,262 

264,742 

47 

109.066 

59,237 

86,755 

81,548 

1 
168,303 

30 

47 

Notas  sobre  la  Tabla  2. — Aunque  la  matrícula  durante  el  año  no 
excedió  en  ningún  mes  de  180,000  alumnos,  se  matricularon,  sin 
embargo,  264,742  distintos  alumnos  en  todo  el  año,  6  sea  el  47 
por  ciento,  6  casi  la  mitad,  de  la  población  total  escolar  entre  las 
edades  de  6  á  18  años.     De  este  número,   168,480  alumnos  eran 
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blancos;  96,262  de  color.;  138,028  eran  varones  y  126,714  hembras. 
La  matrícula  media  mensual  durante  el  período  fué  de  168,308 
alumnos,  ó  sea  el  64  por  ciento  del  número  total  de  matriculados 
un  mes  con  otro  durante  el  año.  Este  tanto  por  ciento  es  algo 
bajo,  6  indica  que  muchos  de  los  que  se  matricularon  asistieron  a 
la  escuela  durante  corto  tiempo.  De  este  número,  109,066  eran 
blancos,  y  59,287  de  color.  Del  mismo  número,  86,755  eran  va- 
rones y  81,548  hembras.  Bolamente  el  30  por  ciento  de  la  pobla- 
ción total  entre  las  edades  de  6  á  18  años  estuvo  constantemente 
matriculada  en  las  escuelas.  La  matrícula  inedia  de  cada  aula 
fué  de  47  alumnos.  El  tonto  por  ciento  del  número  de  alumnos 
matriculados  durante  el  año  con  relación  ¿i  la  población  de  la 
edad  escolar,  y  el  tanto  por  ciento  de  la  matrícula  media  men- 
sual con  relación  á  la  misma  población,  fué  mayor  en  la  Provincia 
de  Matanzas  y  menor  en  la  de  Pinar  del  Río.  Las  que  ocupan 
los  puestos  intermedios  son  la  Habana,  Santa  Clara,  Puerto  Prín- 
cipe y  Santiago  de  Cuba.  La  mayor  densidad  de  población  y  las 
mejores  comunicaciones  de  la  Provincia  de  Matanzas,  compara- 
das con  las  demás,  probablemente  fueron  la  causa  de  que  en  di- 
cha provincia  se  obtuviera  el  tanto  por  ciento  más  alto,  mientras 
que  la  poca  densidad  de  población  de  la  de  Pinar  del  Río,  y  la 
casi  completa  carencia  de  comunicaciones  explican  el  bajo  tanto 
por  ciento  que  se  observa  en  esta  provincia.  Estudiando  el  asun- 
to', sin  embargo,  por  el  número  de  alumnos  matriculados  por 
aula,  se  observa  que  Santiago  de  Cuba  aprovechó  mejor  sus  es- 
cuelas, por  cuanto  cada  maestro  tenía  á  su  cargo  54  alumnos, 
mientras  que  Matanzas  tuvo  47  y  Pinar  del  Río  49,  ó  sea  2  más 
que  Matanzas,  en  la  que  se  obtuvo  el  referido  tanto  por  ciento 
más  alto.  Con  un  completo  conocimiento  de  las  condiciones  fí- 
sicas de  la  Isla  es  fácil  explicarse  estas  aparentes  discrepancias. 
En  las  Provincias  de  Matanzas,  Habana  y  Santa  Clara  la  densi- 
dad de  población  y  otras  condiciones  son  tales,  que  es  fácil  pro- 
porcionarle mayor  número  de  escuelas  á  una  porción  mayor  de 
la  población  con  menos  costo  que  en  las  tres  provincias  restantes, 
donde  los  habitantes,  exceptuando  aquellos  que  se  encuentran  en 
los  centros  de  población,  están  tan  diseminados  que  es  práctica- 
mente imposible  establecer  escuelas  en  algunos  distritos  rurales. 
Por  esta  razón  se  observa  que  la  mayor  parte  de  las  escuelas  de 
las  Provincias  de  Pinar  del  Río,  Santiago  de  Cuba  y  Puerto  Prín- 
cipe se  encuentran  en  los  poblados,  pues  el  resto  de  la  población 
que  es  igual  á  las  dos  terceras  partes  en  Pinar  del  Río,  y  á  la  mi- 
tad en  Puerto  Príncipe,  está  tan  diseminada  que  no  puede  pen- 
sarse en  el  establecimiento  de  escuelas,  lo  cual  no  quiere  decir 
que  en  dichas  tres  provincias  no  existan  escuelas  en  el  campo, 
pues  hay  algunas  barrios  rurales  tan  poblados  que  en  ellos  fun- 
cionan muchas  escuelas. 
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Tabla  3.— Demostrativa  de  la  Asistencia  Media  Total,  etc. 


Provincia  de  la  Habana. 


Aguacate 

Alquizar ; 

Bainoa \\ 

Batabanó ............ 

Bauta.. ............ 

Bejucal ............. 

Cano 

Catalina 

Ceiba  del  Agua '.'.'. 

Guanabacoa..  /Srba.n?"  •;■  - 
\  Municipal.... 

Guara 

Güines  ""' 

Güira  de  Melena ...!.... 

Habana 

Isla  de  Pinos '..'/.'. 

Jaruco 

Madruga .....!... 

Managua ", 

Marianao , 

Melena  del  Sur .*.", 

Nueva  Paz 

Quivicán 

Regla 

Salud , 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

San  Antonio  de  los  Baños.. 
San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas.. 

San  Felipe 

San  José  de  las  Lajas 

San  Nicolás , 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte 

Santa  María  de  Rosario 

Vereda  Nueva 


TOTAL 

Provincia 
de  Puerto  Principe. 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nuevitas ..... 

PuertoPríncipe{U»;bano..ar 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sui , 


TOTAL.. 

Provincia 
de  Santa  Clara. 


Abreus 

Caibarién , 

Calabazar , 

Camajnaní 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

Cienfuegos /Urbano.. 

Cifuentes ..., 

Cruces 

Esperanza.. . 

Paltnjra, 


'  \_  Municipal . 


PROMEDIO  TOTAL  DE  ASISTENCIA  DIARIA. 


228 
209 
238 
584 
447 
469 
371 
396 
324 

1,071 
476 
222 

1,083 
767 

6,210 
238 
265 
404 
145 
626 
243 
508 
229 

1,101 
318 

1,030 
891 
264 
279 
536 
685 
151 
303 
311 


21,622 


455 
975 
598 
3,623 
748 
517 


376 
629 

512 
626 
242 
502 
1,232 
922 
425 
506 
307 
547 


196 

182 

96 

184 

112 

196 

230 

456 

150 

323 

139 

316 

67 

235 

79 

253 

67 

214 

580 

846 

71 

275 

63 

164 

570 

814 

479 

671 

4,813 

6,465 

61 

158 

114 

180 

184 

304 

37 

91 

309 

470 

231 

219 

382 

440 

68 

148 

204 

763 

23 

183 

230 

655 

239 

521 

64 

184 

118 

208 

185 

349 

233 

506 

100 

128 

113 

219 

34 

290 

10,714 

17,610 

242 
194 
154 
358 
274 
292 
203 
222 
177 
805 
272 
121 
839 
'575 
4,558 
141 
199 
284 

91 
465 
255 
450 
149 
542 
158 
605 
609 
144 
189 
372 
412 
123 
197 

55 


14,726 


03  S 


424 

378 

350 

814 

597 

608 

438 

475 

391 

1,651 

547 

285 

1,653 

1,246 

11,023 

299 

379 

588 

182 

935 

474 

890 

297 

1,305 

341 

1,260 

1,130 

328 

397 

721 

918 

251 

416 

345 


32,336 


POR  100  CON 

RELACIÓN  AL 


ce  - 


O  u 


25  47 


61 
73 

74 
957 

77 
78 


1,320 


247 
657 
343 
2,154 
450 
306 


4,157 


269 
391 
329 
2,426 
375 
289 


4,079 


516 
1,048 

672 
4,580 

825 

595 


$,236 


24 


79 


190 

314 

252 

566 

39 

52 

58 

232 

417 

444 

861 

29 

52 

84 

358 

420 

450 

870 

19 

57 

79 

264 

492 

398 

890 

18 

36 

74 

135 

188 

189 

377 

17 

50 

74 

350 

434 

418 

852 

32 

62 

79 

969 

1,095 

1,106 

2,201 

23 

36 

71 

533 

740 

715 

1,455 

15 

47 

72 

209 

341 

293 

634 

45 

66 

83 

356 

413 

449 

862 

32 

48 

73 

161 

252 

216 

468 

16 

59 

8,8 

356 

426 

477 

908 

40 

49 

SO 
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TABLA  3.— (continuación). 


Provincia 

de  Santa  Clara. 


Placetas  

Quemado  de  Güines.. 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas 


PROMEDIO  TOTAL  DE  ASISTENCIA  DIARIA. 


Sancti-Spíritus {  ffi?^; 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

San  Fernando  de  Camarones. 
San  Juan  de  los  Yeras. 


q<iuta  CUva  /Urbano 

Santaclara ^  Municipal. 

Santa  Isabel  de  las  Lajas 

Santo  Domingo 

anidad {Spa,; 

Vueltas 

Yaguajay 


TOTAL, 

Provincia 

de  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Baracoa 

Bay  am  o 

Campechuela 

Caney , 

Cobre 

Gibara 

Guantánamo. . 

Holguín 

Jiguani 

Manzanillo.... 


("Urbano 

\  Municipal. 

Mayari 

Niquero  

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo 

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Songo « 


POR  100  COK 
RELACIÓN  AL 


514 

'  592 

551 

514 

1,301 

1,090 

1,181 

248 

1,281 

614 

353 

376 

321 

1,241 

212 

269 

617 

678 

507 

406 

292 


19,990 


328 
204 
468 
244 
551 
437 

78 
170 
600 
108 

54 
147 
166 
651 

65 
296 
404 
730 
436 

85 
270 


471 
437 
461 
399 

1,042 
800 
993 
226 
911 
381 
263 
264 
244 

1,006 
157 
271 
498 
726 
525 
239 
320 


371 

359 
558 
359 
810 
733 
972 
192 
970 
341 
144 
259 
243 
886 
120 
294 
523 
682 
41.8 
252 
242 


16,166  I  15,135 


842 

796 

1,019 

758 

1,852 

1,533 

2,965 

418 

1,881 

722 

407 

523 

487 

1,802 

277 

565 

1,021 

1,408 

943 

491 

562 


31,301 


19 
25 
38 
39 
36 

,  45 

i  45 

15 
39 
13 
21 
21 
22 
40 
5 
18 
27 
36 
19 
10 
17 

25 


37 
47 
35 
38 
36 
34 
33 
38 
35 
40 
34 
44 

?5 

34 
30 
31 
34 

35 

38 
43 


TOTAL 

Provincia 

de  Pinar  del  Rio. 


Artemisa 

Bahía  Honda.. 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte 

Consolación  del  Sur 

Guanajay 

Gnane 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios 

3  1  T-».  f  Urbano  .... 

Pinar  del  Rio |  Municipal 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños 

San  Juan  y  Martínez 

San  Luis 

Vinales 


617 

630 

660 

587 

1,247 

14 

50 

77 

675 

356 

543 

488 

1,031 

11 

61 

76 

646 

199 

401 

444 

845 

30 

68 

82 

430 

301 

378 

353 

731 

20 

63 

70 

188 

330 

241 

277 

518 

13 

57 

69 

2,168 

370 

1,374 

1,164 

2,538 

1.9 

60 

79 

707 

1,166 

993 

880 

1,873 

18 

45 

70 

5,081 

563 

2,867 

2,777 

5,644 

39 

63 

8.1 

402 

251 

380 

273 

653 

14 

67 

78 

1,431 

694 

978 

1,147 

2,125 

38 

47 

89 

1,134 

568 

819 

883 

1,702 

22 

55 

76 

322 

238 

358 

202 

560 

15 

64 

85 

251 

39 

138 

152 

290 

25 

51 

78 

247 

206 

245 

208 

453 

9 

50 

78 

502 

218 

401 

319 

720 

8 

55 

74 

424 

159 

305 

278 

583 

23 

72 

74 

351 

291 

287 

355 

642 

43 

56 

78 

1,850 

1,944 

1,970 

1,824 

3,794 

24 

38 

79 

228 

475 

430 

273 

703 

14 
1  20 

60 

55 

80 

1  78 

17,654 

8,998 

13,768 

12,884 

26,652 

39 
41 
42 
45 
37 
45 
41. 
40 
54 
38 
65 
56 
41 
37 
42 
65 
40 
38 
54 


TOTA  T<: 


424 

307 

385 

346 

731 

22 

43 

80 

41 

82 

159 

124 

117 

241 

21 

57 

«2 

27 

131 

300 

259 

1.72 

431 

36 

57 

80 

48 

1.88 

145 

186 

147 

333 

18 

54 

70 

42 

288 

112 

234 

166 

400 

13 

74 

87 

44 

530 

361 

482 

409 

891 

14 

50 

83 

«■><■> 

807 

259 

423 

643 

1,066 

35 

54 

7o 

41 

248 

114 

195 

167 

362 

7 

72 

85 

61) 

188 

68 

146 

110 

256 

25 

59 

79 

5.1 

259 

66 

177 

148 

325 

9 

78 

90 

81 

314 

187 

251 

250 

501 

41 

54 

76 

4.1 

192 

162 

192 

162 

354 

26 

48 

78 

2J 

655 

361 

491 

525 

1,016 

30 

50 

78 

23 

1,857 

588 

1,012 

833 

2,445 

22 

63 

83 

4;> 

260 

172 

229 

203 

432 

22 

63 

73 

OÓ 

'  142 

85 

119 

108 

227 

25 

61 

88 

4  o 

456 

215 

418 

253 

671 

12 

57 

77 

48 

486 

209 

422 

273 

695 

24 

55 

78 

44 

360 

113 

274 

199 

473 

8 
18 

49 
56 

63 

78 

4,1 

1  7,867 

3,983 

6,619 

5,231 

11,850 

38 

TABLA    3.—  (CONTINUACIÓN). 
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Provincia  de  Matanzas. 


Agrámente 

Alacranes 

Bolondrón 

Cabezas 

Cárdenas     /Urbano 

('draonas""\ Municipal  .... 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamaearo 

Jagüey  Grande 

Jovellanos 

Macagua 

Marti 

/"Urbano 

'  (Municipal 

Máximo  Gómez 

Palmillas 

Perico 

Pedro  Betan  court 

Sabanilla  del  Encomendador. 

San  José  de  los  Ramos 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 


Matanzas.... 


TOTAL.. 


PROMEDIO  TOTAL  DE  ASISTENCIA  DIARIA. 


242' 
468 
292 
271 

1,190 
358 
171 
84.1 
1% 
545 
237 
219 
424 

3,548 
693 
249 
361 
359 
329 
376 
250 
291 
496 


12,407 


POR  100  CON 
RELACIÓN  AL 


327 

450 

476 
130 
966 

So 
234 
782 
281 
223 
336 
232 
459 
1,841 
226 
335 
452 
408 
494 
187 
374 
132 
476 


9,906 


251 
489 
293 

183 

1,108 

206 

215 

787 
209 
357 
241 
229 
402 
2,484 
521 
318 
402 
366 
449 
298 
307 
■  228 
438 


10,781 


318 

569 

429 

918 

475 

768 

218 

401 

1,054 

2,162 

232 

438 

190 

405 

836 

1 ,623 

268 

477 

411 

768 

332 

573 

222 

451 

481 

883 

2,905 

■     5,389 

398 

919 

266 

584 

411 

813 

401 

.  '  767 

374 

823 

265 

563 

317 

624 

195 

423 

534 

972 

22,313 


33      48  I  79    I  37 


35 

40 

36 

44 

40 

32  ' 

40 

35 

36  , 

37 

40 

39 

66 

39 

29 

35  , 

34 

63 

33 


RESUMEN. 


POR 

100  CON 

PROMEDIO  TOTAL  DE  ASISTENCIA  DIARIA. 

RELACIÓN  AL 

c 

3  - 

o 

a.g 

ft." . . 

O  ■£ 

Ca  co 

ftei 

"t¿  . 

"~!  C 

F  ' 

03 

O 
cá 

3- 

o 
o 

tí 
p 

3 

¡a 

& 

'S3 
cu 

'O 

«"o 

CD  CU 

s 
p 

O  S 
CP  £ 

«5 

PROVINCIAS. 

Habana 

21,622 

10,714 

17,610 

14,726 

32,336 

25 

47 

79 

34 

Puerto  Príncipe 

6,916 
19,990 

1,320 

4,157 

4,079 
15,135 

8,236 
31,301 

24 

55 

84 

34 

Santa  Clara 

11,311 

16,166 

25 

48 

78 

36 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

17,654 

8,998 

13,768 

12,884 

26,652 

20 

55 

78 

43 

Pinar  del  Río 

7,867 
12,407 

3,983 

6,619 

5,231 

11,850 
22,313 

18 

56 

78 

38 

Matanzas 

9,906 

10,781 

11,532 

33 
24 

48 
50 

79 
79 

37 

Total  Genet* a j 

1    86,456 

1    46,232 

1    69,101 

63,587 

132,688 

ir 

Notas  sobre  la  Tabla  No.  8. — Esta  Tabla  se  ha  formado  en  vista 
de  los  informes  mensuales  de  los  maestros.  En  otra  parte  de  e>s- 
te  informe  se  ha  manifestado  que  el  sueldo  del  maestro  era  deter- 
minado en  virtud  del  promedio  de  asistencia  diaria,  que  arrojase 
su  aula;  y  esto  indudablemente  influyó  en  la  preparación  de  di- 
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chos  informes,  por  lo  cual  no  inspiran  la  confianza  que  debieran. 
Es  difícil  dar  cuenta  de  los  errores  que  hay  en  esta  Tabla,  pero 
creo  que  los  correspondientes  datos  del  año  entrante  serán  por  lo 
menos  un  10  por  ciento  más  bajos  que  los  que  arroja  la  Tabla  que 
antecede.  La  asistencia  media  total  durante  el  año  fué  de  132,688 
alumnos,  de  los  cuales  63,587  eran  hembras,  69,101  varones, 
86,456  blancos  y  46,232  de  color.  En  todas  las  provincias,  excep- 
tuando la  de  Matanzas,  asistieron  menos  hembras  que  varones. 
La  proporción  de  niños  de  color  fué  menor  en  la  Provincia  de 
Puerto  Príncipe  y  mayor  en  la  de  Matanzas.  En  la  de  Pinar  del 
Rio  solamente  el  18  por  ciento  de  la  población  de  edad  escolar 
asistió  á  las  escuelas,  mientras  que  en  Matanzas  asistió  el  33  por 
ciento  de  dicha  población.  En  la  Provincia  de  Pinar  del  Río 
asistió  el  tanto  por  ciento  más  alto  del  número  de  matriculados, 
y  el  tanto  por  ciento  más  bajo  con  relación  al  numero  de  matri- 
culados ocurrió  en  la  Provincia  de  la  Habana.  El  tanto  por  ciento 
de  la  matrícula  inedia  mensual  que  asistió  diariamente  fué  de  84 
en  la  Provincia  de  Puerto  Príncipe,  lo  que  indica  que  en  dicha 
provincia  la  asistencia  fué  más  constante  que  en  cualquiera  otra, 
y  que  los  niños  matriculados  en  las  escuelas  de  esta  provincia 
asistieron  más  días  durante  el  año  que  los  de  las  provincias  res- 
tantes. En  la  de  Santiago  de  Cuba  hubo  43  alumnos  asistiendo 
diariamente  á  cada  aula,  mientras  que  en  la  de  la  Habana  y  Puerto 
Príncipe,  asistieron  diariamente  34  niños  por  aula.  El  relativa- 
mente bajo  tanto  por  ciento  de  la  población  de  edad  escolar  que 
asistió  diariamente  á  las  escuelas  de  las  Provincias  de  Pinar  del 
Río  y  de  Santiago  de  Cuba  puede  deberse  en  parte  á  lo  disemina- 
do de  la  población  de  dichas  provincias  y  á  sus  pésimas  vías  de 
comunicación.  El  24  por  ciento  de  la  población  total  escolar  de 
la  Isla  asistió  diariamente  á  las  escuelas.  Según  la  Ley,  la  edad 
escolar  está  comprendida  entre  los  6  á  los  18  años  inclusive,  pero 
casi  todos  los  alumnos  que  concurren  á  las  escuelas  son  menores 
de  14  años.  La  asistencia  es  obligatoria  para  todo  menor  entre 
las  edades  de  6  á  14  años,  inclusive,  y  los  que  son  mayores  de  14 
años  no  asisten  voluntariamente  á  las  escuelas.  Si  son  varones 
principian  á  trabajar  para  si  mismos  ó  para  sus  padres,  y  si  son 
hembras  se  dedican  á  labores  domésticas.  Estos  hechos,  unidos 
al  de  que  es  imposible  establecer  escuelas  para  todos  los  jóvenes 
de  edad  escolar  que  existen  en  la  Isla,  explican  hasta  cierto  pun- 
to un  tanto  por  ciento  tan  bajo.  En  toda  la  Isla  asistió  el  50  por 
ciento  de  la  matrícula  total,  y  el  79  por  ciento  de  la  matrícula 
media  mensual.  Estos  datos  indican  matrículas  por  cortos  pe- 
ríodos y  asistencia  poco  regular.  En  toda  la  Isla  asistieron  dia- 
riamente, según  promedio,  37  alumnos  á  cada  aula. 
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Tabla  4. — JJemodrcdiva  de  la  Matricula  Media  Mensual,  efe. 


Provincia 

de  la  Habana: 


Aguacate 

Alquizar  

Bainoa. 

Batabanó 

Bauta 

Bejucal 

Cano 

Catalina 

Ceiba  del  Agua 

Guana ha coa    f  urbano 

LTuanaoacoa..  ^  Municip{ll 

Guara 

Güines 

Güira  de  Melena 

Habana 

Isla  de  Pinos 

Jaruco 

Madruga 

Managua 

Marianao 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz 

Quivicán 

Regla 

Salud 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

San  Antonio  de  los  Baños 
San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas 

San  Felipe 

San  José  de  las  Lajas 

San  Nicolás 

Santa  Crm  del  Norte 

Santa  Caria  del  Eosario.. 
Vereda  Nueva 

TOTAL 


Provincia  de 

Puerto  Principe: 


Ciego  de  Avila 

morón ' 

Nuevitas 

Puerto   Prín-j  Urbano 

cipe 1  Municipal 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 


TOTAL .. 


Provincia  de 

Santa  Clara: 

Abreus 

Caibarién 

Calabazar 

Camajuaní 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo : 


«iA 

a 

O 

<y 

'2 

ft, 

1 

O 

¿2 

* 

ft 

O 

&  J 

ft. 

M 

CS 

'V   es 

o 

b  ¡3 

O 

O  . 

7*  cá 

2  o3 

O  o 

os 

H 

±i 

3-1 

1,105 

17 

35 

2,944 

38 

33 

990 

30 

36 

2,184 

31 

33 

1,886 

24 

86 

1,978 

55 

34 

1,456 

55 

34 

1,072 

12 

39 

709 

23 

85 

4,425 

82 

2,243 

26 

37 

789 

25 

40 

3,972 

104 

35 

3,919 

62 

34 

64,753 

27 

1,075 

i 

34 

1,583 

21 

39 

1,356 

28 

86 

1,091 

19 

38 

2,596 

104 

30 

1,171 

9 

37 

2,666 

18 

34 

917 

14 

38 

3,629 

32 

1,260 

29 

38 

3,214 

no 

31 

4,314 

143 

84 

720 

17 

39 

■707 

89 

37 

2,090 

24 

37 

1,991 

12 

35 

1,046 

18 

35 

997 

37 

36 

886 

63 

37 

127,689 

20 

30 

Alumnos  matriculados 
mensualmento. 


531 
483 
448 

1,1 
732 
707 
52' 
628 
483 

1,979 
720 
327 

1,931 

1,474 
14,618 
351 
490 
687 
219 

1,238 
516 

1,125 
338 

1,937 
380 

1,506 

1,212 
366 
4.60 
835 

1,151 
845 
506 
390 


4 

163 

17 

63 

18 

221 


22 

74 

12,486 


209 
101 


40,760  14,290  55,050 


515 
646 
460 

1,208 
750 
928 
527 
628 
483 

2,470 
720 
327 

1,958 

1,548 
27,104 
351 
504 
687 
219 

1,322 
565 

1,125 
338 

2,174 
880 

1,715 

1,313 
366 
460 
863 

1,151 
354 
506 
390 


Por  100  de  cada  raza 
y  sexo  con  relación  al 


Total  de 

la  población 

escolar. 


►>l* 


4,358 
4,253 
3,555 

8,417 
11,430 
2,124 

34,1.37 


8 

44 

627 

72 

699 

16 

86 

14 

50 

50 

9,8, 

12 

46 

3 

44 

1,285 

1,285 

30 

90 

10 

50 

50 

92 

8 

59 

3 

34 

848 

172 

1,020 

29 

78 

22 

51 

49 

88 

12 

55 

34 

5,399 

492 

5,891 

70 

71 

29 

46 

54 

80 

20 

52 

2 

41 

991 

991 

9 

78 

22 

50 

50 

91 

9 

56 

2 
3 

40 
39 

695 
9,845 

695 

33 
31 

73 
80 

27 
20 

50 
50 

50 
50 

87 
84 

13 
16 

50 
53 

736 

10,581 

Total  de 
matriculados 


26  49  51  65  35  53  47 


1,441 
3,084 
4,511 
4,836 
2,194 
2,626 
9,786 
9,967 


28 
56 

36 
36 

834 
1,028 

834 
1,028 
1,127- 

58 
33 

66 

77 

34 
*>3 

48 

48 

52 

64 

74 

36 
'>6 

55 

59 

16 

84 

1,090 

31 

25 

64 

36 

51 

49 

58 

42 

47 

48 

83 

1,202 

129 

1,831 

28 

77 

23 

51 

49 

68 

32 

58 

18 
8 

34 
38 

511 
1,077 

511 

1,120 

28 
43 

70 
63 

30 
37 

50 

49 

50 

51 

62 
59 

38 
41 

48 
55 

43 

33 

3,094 

1,694 

4,788 

48 

64 

86 

47 

53 

56 

44 

51 

5 

34 

2,024 

2,024 

20 

65 

35 

51 

49 

65 

35 

5o 
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TABLA    4.— (continuación) 


Provincia  de 

Santa  Clara: 


Cifuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas 

Sagú  a   la  /urbano 

Grande...  \  Municipal.. 
Sancti   Spi-  /  Urbano 

ritus \  Murneipa.l.. 

fían  Diego  del  Valle 

San  F.ndo.  de  Camarones. 

San  Juan  de  los  Yeras 

cnT1to  (i-in    /  Urbano.... 
Santa  Ciara...  lMimicipal 

Santa  Isabel  de  las  Lajas. 

Santo  Domingo 

Trinidad         f  Urbano ... 

lrmi(ua V  Municipal 

Vueltas 

Yaguajay 


TOTAL.. 


Provincia  de 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Baracoa 

Bayanio 

Campeelmela 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara '.. 

Guantánamo 

Iíolguín 

Jiguaní 

Aíflív/^Tiino      f  Urbano 

iManzanillo...  lMunicipal 

Mayarí 

Niquero 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo 

San  Luís 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Songo. 

TOTAL 

Provincia  de 

Pinar  del  Rio: 

Artemisa 

Bahía  Honda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte 

Consolación  del  Sur 

Guanajay 

Gaane 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios 

Pinar  dpi  p j0/ tábano.... 
rmaraoi  ^10  ^  Municipal 


"3 

o 

o 

c¡ 

O 

o 

o 

¿2 

o    . 

¿> 

a 

Sfi'O 

o 

tí    ^ 

h3 

o1© 

"■'  ¿ 

o^ 

ti 

££ 

ge 

H 

■A    ' 

$+* 

1,418 

20 

37 

2.727 

55 

34 

2,974 

19 

38 

2,274 

17 

35 

4,880 

19 

86 

3,187 

19 

36 

2,681 

17 

35 

1,953 

49 

39 

5,124 

32 

35 

3,428 

22 

36 

4,386 

34 

2,873 

U 

83 

4,774 

38 

5,499 

4 

42 

1,966 

21 

36 

2,455 

33 

38 

2,234 

19 

40 

4,745 

34 

5,564 

10 

38 

3,127 

23 

33 

3,769 

13 

36 

3,955 

35 

5,074 

6 

88 

4,837 

23 

88 

3,290 

7 

34 

127,089 

12 

36 

Alumnos  maírieulados 
mensuaimeiite. 


8.702 
9.456 
2.865 
3.598 
4.092 
13.277 
10.137 
14.568 
4.742 
5.568 
7.742 
3.691 
1.174 
5.188 
8.649 
2.555 
4.824 
15.903 
5.167 


131.888 


3,293 
1,165 
1,187 
1,846 
8,045 
6,520 
3,072 
5,883 
1,014 
3.360 
1,233 
1,354 
2,875 
11,046 


«3 

¡S 

£  o 

í£^ 

rZ'¿H 

£    * 

26 

o  > 

co  ^ 

°  Q< 

o 

O 

tí 

tí 

~ 

* 

762 

24 

1,191 

530 

34 

1,182 

302 

1,120 
956 

20 

1,222 

16 

1,001 
2,283 

64 

1,851 

30 

2,575 

503 

455 

2,347 

36 

916 

25 

540 

576 

597 

2,435 

547 

374 

796 

42 

1,316 
1,870 

60 

1,181 

628 

642 

57 

40,162 

3,657 

786 

1,191 

564 

1,434 

1,120 

976 

1,238 

1,001 

2.347 

1,881 

3,078 

455 

2,388 

941 

540 

576 

597 

2,982 

'374 

838 

1,316 

1,930 

1,181 

628 

699 


48,819 


Tor  100  de  cada  raza 
y  .sexo  con  relación  ai 


Total  do 

i  población 

escolar. 


69  31  50  50 


Total  de 
matriculados 


9     40 


.1.622 
.1 .364 
1.034 
1.043 

755 

3.197 

2.660 

6.987 

837 

2.569 

2,244 

658 

371 

584 

970 

788 

822 

4.809 

881 


34,140 


320 

277 
123 


J.745 

1.453 

1.084 

1.043 

755 

3.517 

2,937 

7.060 

837 

2.964 

2.244 

658 

371 

630 

1 .020 

783 

822 

.5.771 

881 


2.885   36,525 


28     55  45  50  50    63  37  51  49 


917 

293 

540 

476 

4.60 

1,075 

1,418 

424 

323 

860 

662 

455 

1,310 

3,043 


917 

309 

540 

476 

460 

1,132 

1,418 

424 

323 

360 

662 

455 

1,713 

3,043 


48 

58 

51 

35 

49 

30 

48 

55 

50 

75 

50 

62 

51 

74 

49 

67 

49 

74 

52 

80 

50 

64 

49 

49 

55 

62 

50 

76 

TABLA  4.— (continuación). 
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PROVINCIA    DE 

PTNA.K    DEL  RíO: 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños. 
San  Juan  y  Martinez.... 

San  Luis 

Vinales 

TOTAL 


provincia  de  Matanzas. 

Agrámente 

Alacranes 

Bolondrón 

Cabezas 

Cardonas     /Urbano 

camenas...  ^Munieipai#< 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamacaro 

.1  agüey  Gran  de 

Jovellanos 

Macagua 

Marti 

Matanzas'--{Svínic'ipal'.: 

Máximo  Gomez 

Palmill  as 

Perico 

Pedro  Betancourt 

S.  del  Encomendador 

San  José  de  los  Ramos 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 

TOTAL. 


2,053 

911 

5,562 

2,888 
6,849 


64,656 


-fil 

tí 

'r-< 

% 

o    . 

5?    55 

—. 

0  a 

tí 

'£í  í¿ 

,—. 

o  z 

o    . 

-2   X 

°72 

?  •£ 

■*■* 

~< 

7 

39 

D 

38 

36 

38 

19 

38 

33 

39 

13 

37 

Alumnos  mutricuhulos 

mensualmente. 


2,408 
2,551 
2,9.18 
1,937 
7,337 
1,741 
1,057 
4,118 
1,981 
2,1.58 
2,427 
1,823 
2,913 
11,903 
4.016 
1.275 
3.076 
1.740 
3.227 
1.676 
2.355 
1.034 
1.798 

67.469 


591 

257 
871 
889 

752 


494 


591 

275 
871 
889 

752 


15,610 


25 


Por  100  de  cada  raza 
v  sexo  con  relación  al 


Total  <fc 

la  población 

escolar. 


27 


50 


50 


Total  (le 
matriculados 


35 


43 


20 

32 

703 

45 

748 

31 

59 

41 

52 

48 

42 

58 

45 

8 

31 

1.103 

59 

1.162 

45 

51 

49 

52 

48 

48 

52 

52 

11 

32 

1.050 

80 

1.130 

39 

50 

50 

50 

50 

38 

62 

41 

20 

37 
33 

499 
2.861 

499 
3.929 

26 
54 

77 
64 

23 

36 

50 

46 

50 

54 

69 

57 

31 
43 

49 

52 

1.068 

10 

34 

519 

100 

619 

35 

66 

34 

51 

49 

79 

21 

51 

15 

33 

452 

28 

480 

45 

43 

57 

53 

47 

43 

57 

57 

36 

34 

2.024 

78 

2.102 

51 

54 

46 

48 

52 

52 

48 

52 

12 

33 

574 

53 

627 

32 

49 

51 

50 

50 

43 

57 

45 

7 

37 

1.000 

25 

1.025 

47 

70 

30 

47 

53 

68 

32 

46 

40 

34 

77S 

192 

970 

39 

43 

57 

47 

53 

41 

59 

49 

18 

36 

561 

561 

31 

54 

46 

49 

51 

49 

51 

50 

8 

33 

1.068 

30 

1.098 

38 

50 

50 

51 

49 

46 

54 

4.7 

33 

7.051 

8.18 

7.869 

66 

68 

32 

47 

53 

66 

34 

47 

10 

8 

20 

37 
31 
34 
29 

1.096 
641 

1,027 
948 

1.096 

641 

1.027 

977 

27 
50 
33 
56 

71 
48 
49 
43 

29 
52 

51 

57 

45 
49 
50 
51 

55 
51 

50 
49 

74 
41 
43 

45 

26 

59 

57 
55 

56 
54 
50 
50 

29 

13 

22 

31 

32 

1.073 

688 

1.073 

728 

33 

44. 

45 

58 

55 
42 

50 

48 

50 
52 

41 
61 

59 
39 

56 
53 

40 

Ifi 

35 

868 

101 

969 

41 

49 

51 

51 

49 

37 

63 

52 

17 

35 

496 

496 

48 

62 

38 

50 

50 

64 

36 

56 

12 

32 

34 

33 

1.200 

25 

1 .225 

68 
4.6 

51 

58 

49 

42 

49 
49 

51 

51 

52 
55 

48 
45 

48 
50 

28,280 

2,771 

31,051 
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•i  si 
lt 

Por  100  de  cada  raza 
y  sexo  con  relación  al 

mensualmente. 

Total  de 

la  población 

escolar, 

<D¿E> 

U  ft 

ó 

tí 

02 

en  oí 

c8  ^ 
tí. 

o 

Total  de 
matriculados 

E'ROVINOIaS. 

w 
O 
O 

tí 

oí 

o 
"o 
o 

álg- 

!H        tí 

8 

1 

ú 

o 

o 

ü 

O) 
Q 

p 

> 

cu 

Habana 

Puerto  Principe 

Santa  Clara 

127.689 
34.137 
127.089 
131.888 
64.656 
67.469 

20 
3 

12 
9 

13 

12 

10 

30 
39 
36 
40 
37 
33 

1  35 

40.760 
9.845 
40.162 
34.140 
15.116 
28.280 

14,290 

736 

3,657 

2,385 
494 

2'771 

55,050 
10,581 
43,819 
36,525 
1.5,610 
31,051 

43 
31 
34 

28 
25 
46 

35 

74 
80 
69 
55 
73 
58 

68 

26 
20 
31 

45 
27 
42 

32 

49 
50 
50 
50 
50 
49 

50 

51 
50 
50 
50 
50 
51 

50 

65 
84 
63 
63 
65 
55 

64 

35 
16 
37 
37 
35 
45 

36 

53 
53 
51 
51 
57 
50 

52 

47 
47 
49 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Pinar  del  Rio 

49 

43 

Matanzas 

50 

Total  Gexeiíal... 

552.928 

168.303 

24,333  1  192,636 

4S 
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Notan  sobre  la  Tabla  J¿. — La  asistencia  media  mensual' para  toda 
la  Isla  fué  de  168,308  alumnos  en  las  escuelas  públicas  y  de 
24,333  en  las  privadas,  lo  que  hace  un  total  de  192,636  alumnos, 
6  el  35  por  ciento  de  la  población  total  de  edad  escolar  que  hay 
en  la  Isla.  En  la  Provincia  de  Pinar  del  Rio  se  matriculó  men- 
sualmente  el  26  .  por  ciento  solamente  de  la  población  total  de 
edad  escolar,  proporción  más  baja  que  la  de  ninguna  otra  pro- 
vincia.  En  la  de  Matanzas,  donde  esta  proporción  fué  mayor, 
se  matriculó  mensualmente  el  46  por  ciento  de  dicha  población 
total.  La  población. escolar  por  milla  cuadrada  es  prácticamente 
la  misma  en  las  mencionadas  dos  provincias,  pero  los  medios  de  . 
comunicación  en  Pinar  del  Bio  son  muy  inferiores  á  los  de  Ma- 
tanzas. En  la  Provincia  de  Puerto  Principe,  que  tiene  una  po- 
blación rural  escolar  de  3  niños  por  milla  cuadrada,  se  matriculó 
el  31  por  ciento  de  la  población  total  escolar.  En  esta  provincia, 
sin  embargo,  casi  todas  las  escuelas  se  encuentran  establecidas 
en  las  ciudades  y  poblados.  En  la  Provincia  de  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  donde  la  densidad  de  población  escolar  en  el  campo  es  de 
9  niños  por  milla  cuadrada  y  donde  hay  muchas  escuelas  rurales, 
se  matriculó  el  28  por  ciento  de  la  población  de  edad  escolar.  El 
35  por  ciento  de  la  población  de  la  Isla  es  de  edad  escolar,  es  de- 
cir, se  encuentra  comprendido  entre  las  edades  de  6  á  18  años 
inclusive.  Este  tanto  por  ciento  es  más  elevado  que  el  que  existe 
en  otros  países.  Las  nota?  hechas  sobre  la  Tabla  3,  respecto  á 
la  dificultad  de  conseguir  la  asistencia  de  alumnos  mayores  de 
14  años  de  edad,  pueden  aplicarse  igualmente  á  la  matrícula  de 
esos  menores.  De  la  población  total  de  edad  escolar,  68  por 
ciento  son  blancos  y  32  por  ciento  de  color,  siendo  los  blancos 
iná^  del  doble  de  los  de  color.  El  número  de  varones  es  prácti- 
camente igual  al  de  hembras.  El  tanto  por  ciento  mayor  de  la 
población  escolar  de  color  se  encuentra  en  la  Provincia  de  San- 
tiago de  Cuba,  donde  asciende  casi  á  un  50  por  ciento,  y  el  más 
bajo  se  encuentra  en  la  de  Puerto  Príncipe,  donde  solamente  la 
quinta  parte  de  la  población  escolar  pertenece  á  la  raza  de  color. 
Del.  numero  de  alumnos  matriculados  mensualmente  64  por  cien- 
to son  blancos  y  el  36  por  ciento  de  color.  Estos  tantos  por  ciento,, 
comparados  con  la  población  escolar  blanca  y  de  color  de  la  Isla,,  . 
demuestran  que  el  tanto  por  ciento  de  la  población  de  color  que 
se  matriculó  en  las  escuelas  fué  mayor  que  el  de  la  población  es- 
colar blanca.  La  misma  comparación  hecha  con  respecto  á  va- 
rones y  hembras  demuestra  que  se  matricularon  más  varones  que 
hembras.  Esta  Tabla  expresa  la  matrícula  media  mensual,  y  no 
debe  confundirse  con  la  que  demuestra  el  número  total  de  alum- 
nos que  se  matricularon  durante  el  año.  En  la  columna  en  que 
se  expresa  la  población  escolar  por  milla  cuadrada  están  incluí- 
dos  los  Distritos  Municipales  solamente,  exclusión  hecha  de  las 
poblaciones.  En  la  columna  que  da  el  tanto  por  ciento  del  nú- 
mero de  matriculados  con  relación  á  la  población  escolar  están 
incluidas  las  escuelas  públicas  y  las  privadas. 
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Tabla  5.— Demostrativa  del  Tanto  por 
tencia  Diaria  ?  ete. 


Ciento  del  Promedio  de  Am- 


PROVINCIA. 


Habana . 


MESES. 


Septiembre  1901.. 
Octubre  ,,   .. 

Noviembre  ,,  .. 
Diciembre  ,,  .. 
Enero  1902.. 

Febrero  ,,   .. 

Marzo  ,,   .. 

Abril  „    .. 

Mayo  ,,   .. 


B  £  «^ 


34,929 

38,409 
40,778 
39,857 
40,413 
43,481 
42,884 
43,487 
42,340 


•2  S 
o  %  p,  o 
•53  ^sá 


26,255 
29,156 
31,212 
31,469 
31,647 
33,896 
33,574 
33,330 
32,522 


("Septiembre  1901 

7,592 
8,266 
8,885 
9,342 
9,790 
10,267 
10,595 
10,668 
10,688 

6,423 

6,984 
7,404 
7,708 
-   8,278 
8,601 
8,926 
9,073 
8,881 

84' 60 
84' 48 
83' 33 
82' 50 
84' 55 
83' 77 
84' 24 
84' 11 

Octubre          ,,   

Noviembre     , 

Diciembre      ,,   

Puerto  Principe 

<  Enero           1902 

Febrero          ,,   

Marzo             ,,   

Abril               ,,   

Mayo              ,,   

83' 09 

fScptiembre  1901 

84,366 
39,590 
41,128 
40,474 
39,848 
40,910 
41,756 
42,700 
41,500 

25,641 
29,574 
30,675 
31,307 
31,133 
30,766 
32,155 
32,791 
31,388 

74' 61 
74' 70 

74' 58 
77' 35 
78' 12 

Octubre          ,,   

Noviembre     ,,   

Diciembre      ,,   

Santa  Clara 

4  Enero           1902 

Febrero          ,,   

75' 20 
77' 00 

76' 79 

Marzo             ,,   

Abril               ,,   

Mavo              ,,   

78' 14 

f  Septiembre  1901 

26,577 
30,921 
33,579 
33,171 
<  34,666 
35,409 
35,644 
35,594 
35,700 

20,799 
24,201 
26,390 
26,765 
26,876 
27,602 
27,139 
27,456 
27,139 

78'25 

Octubre          ,.,    

78  "->  6 

Noviembre     ,,   

78' 59 
80' 68 

77' 52 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Diciembre      ,,   

{  Enero           1902 

Febrero          ,,   

77' 95 

Marzo                  

76'13 

Abril                ,,    

77' 1.3 

76' 01 

IMayo              „   

("Septiembre  1901 

10,298 
12,233 
12,772 
12,937 
13,990 
14,930 
15,555 
15,731 
15,617 

7,844 
9,567 
10,163 
10,000 
10,691 
11,914 
12,493 
12,209 
12,366 

76' 19 

Octubre          ,,   

78' 20 

Noviembre     ,,   

79 '57 

Diciembre      ,, 

77' 29 

Pinar  del  Rio 

{ Enero           1902 

76' 41 

79' 79 
80' 31 

78' 23 

Febrero          ,, 

Marzo            ,,   

Abril               ,,   

I^Mayo             ,, 

79' 18 

(Septiembre  1901 

24,223 

27,747 

28,650 

26,480    ' 

27,623 

28,061 

28,764 

28,557 

28,277 

18,515 
20,640 
21,917 
21,934 
21,557 
22,575 
22,610 
22,654 
22,153 

76' 43 

74' 38 

Octubre          ,,   

Noviembre     ,,   

76' 49 

Matanzas 

Diciembre      : 

1  Enero           1902 

82' 83 
78' 04 
80'44 

Febrero           ,,    

Marzo              ,,    

78' 60 

Abril                ,,   

Mavo               ,,   

79' 32 

78' 34 
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Septiembre  1901 . 
Octubre  ,,   . 

Noviembre  ,,  . 
Diciembre  ,,  . 
Enero  1902. 

Febrero  ,,   . 

Marzo  „  .  , 

Abril  „   , 

Mayo  , , 


137,985 

105,477 

157,166 

120,122 

165,792 

127,761 

162,261 

129,183 

166,330 

130,182 

173,058 

135,354 

175,198 

136,897 

176,737 

137,513 

174,122 

134,449 

7  6'  44 
76' 43 
77' 06 
79' 61 

78' 26 
78' 21 
78' 14 
77' 80 
77' 21 


Notas  sobre  la  Tabla  5. — El  número  de  niños  que  se  matricula- 
ron en  toda  la  Isla  durante  el  mes  de  septiembre  fué  de  137,985. 
El  mes  de  septiembre  fué  el  primero  del  año  escolar,  y  no  se  sabe 
del  número  que  se  acaba  de  expresar,  cuantos  niños  se  matricula- 
ron el  primer  día  que  se  abrieron  las  escuelas,  el  día  9  de  dicho 
mes.  El  número  de  matriculados  aumento  en  19,181  en  el  mes 
de  octubre,  y  en  8,626  en  el  de  noviembre  en  que  la  matrícula 
ascendió  á  165,792  alumnos.  En  diciembre  hubo  un  descenso  en 
la  matrícula,  siendo  ésta  menor  por  8,531  niños  que  la  del  mes 
anterior.  El  número  de  matriculados  en  enero  excedió  en  4,069 
alumnos  al  de  diciembre.  En  los  meses  de  febrero,  marzo  y 
abril,  la  matrícula  fué  en  aumento,  alcanzando  su  máximun  en 
el  último  de  dichos  meses  en  que  ascendió  á  176,737  alumnos,  ó 
sea  3,679  más  que  en  febrero.  En  el  mes  de  mayo,  último  del 
año  escolar,  la  matrícula  sufrió  un  descenso  de  2,615  alumnos. 
La  asistencia  inedia  fué  en  constante  aumento  desde  el  mes  de 
septiembre  hasta  el  de  abril  alcanzando  la  cifra  de  105,477  alum- 
nos en  el  primero  de  dichos  meses  y  de  187,513  en  el  último.  En 
el  mes  de  mayo  la  asistencia  sufrió  un  descenso  de  3,064  alumnos. 
En  el  mes  de  octubre  la  asistencia  aumentó  en  14,645  alumnos; 
en  el  de  noviembre  en  7,639;  en  el  de  diciembre  en  1,422;  en  el 
de  enero,  999;  en  el  de  febrero,  5,172;  en  el  de  marzo,  1,543  y 
en  de  abril,  616.  El  tanto  por  ciento  de  la  matrícula  mensual 
que  asistió  diariamente  fué  prácticamente  igual  en  los  meses  de 
septiembre,  octubre  y  noviembre,  alcanzando  el  máximun  de  80 
en  números  redondos  en  el  mes  de  diciembre.  Dicho  tanto  per 
ciento  fué  prácticamente  igual  en  los  tres  meses  de  enero,  febre- 
ro y  marzo,  siendo  un  poco  menor  que  el  obtenido  en  diciembre. 
En  los  meses  de  abril  y  mayo  dicho  tanto  por  ciento  bajó  aún 
algo  más.  El  tanto  por  ciento  de  matriculados  que  asistió  diaria- 
mente fué  mayor  en  ]a  Provincia  de  Puerto  Príncipe  donde  al- 
canzó 85  en  el  mes  de  enero,  y  menor  en  la  Provincia  de  Matan- 
zas, donde  descendió  á  74  en  el  mes  de  octubre. 
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Tabla  6. 

Estudios. 


-Demostrativa  del  Número  de  Alumnos  en  cada  Ramo  de 


Provincia  de  la  Ha- 
bana: 

Aguacate ; , 

Alquízar 

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

Bauta 

Bejucal .' 

Cano 

Catalina 

Ceibadel  Agua ; 

Guanatacoa.  {ü*ano 

Guara 

Güines 

Güira  de  Melena , 

Habana 

Isla  de  Pinos 

.Taraco 

Madruga 

Managua 

Marianao 

Melena  del  Sur 

Nueva  Paz.... 

Quivicán 

Regla 

Salud ;..... 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas.. 
S.  Antonio  de  los  Baños 
S.  Antonio  de  las  Vegas 

San  Felipe : 

San  José  de  las  Lajas... 

San  Nicolás ■ 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte... 
Sta.  María  del  Rosario. 
Vereda  Nueva 

TOTAL 


Provincia  de 

•  Puerto  Principe: 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

Nuevitas 

Pto.Prmeipe/™-?; 
Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

TOTAL 

Provincia  de 
Santa  Clara: 

Abreus 

Caibarién  . . . .' 

Calabazar 

Camajuaní , 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  abloP 

Cien,uego,..(^no: 

Cutientes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

placetas 


343 

882 
198 

1,137 
356 
703 
64; 
831 
393 

2,494 
599 
104 

1,406 

1,593 
25,276 
426 
42 
782 
120 

1,590 
674. 

1,598 
466 

2,951 
340 

1,932 

1,722 

•     333 

•592 

1,084 
896 
199 
331 
289 


53,327 


386 
882 
245 

1,716 
697 
729 
680 
834 
622 

3,156 
822 
4.08 

2,417 

1,728 

28,964 

368 

■  589 
1,069 

176 
1,879 

616 
1,399 

466 
3,090 

332 

■  2,120 
2,076 

373 
644 
1,040 
1.057 
4.25 
506 
398 


367 
28' 
250 

1,608 
781 
682 
680 
795 
330 

3,464 
761 
276 

2,291 

1,960 
28,789 
345 
589 
895 
233 

1,786 
607 

1,343 
466 

3,045 
294 

2,028 

1,661 
373 
551 
911 

1,020 
233 
537 
231 


60,469 


604 
882 
183 

1.721 
'658 
«96 
663 
761 
433 

3,543 
839 
408 

2,505 

2,058 

29,133 

382 

589 

1,110 
233 

1,802 

691 

'1,280 

417 

3,090 
221 

1,911 

1,98' 
375 
644 

1,019 
912 
328 
482 
288 


62,848 


o 

"A 

•jü 

tS) 

O 

C 

214 
189 
14.2 
978 
271 
331 
490 
399 
105 

2,135 
610 
181 

1,326 

1,022 
24,842 
155 
240 
875 
140 

1,082 
299 
631 
183 

3,021 
127 

1,534 
91 
309 
637 
649 
426 
145 
313 
363 


45,279 


160 
215 
157 
858 
168 
361 
374 
382 
182 

2,072 
465 
149 

1,200 
836 
20,458 
1CS 
240 
653 
1.48 
935 
22.1 
655 
161 

2,822 
104 

1,225 
855 
183 
345 
635 
341 
137 
327 
335 


38,525 


1143 


103 


237 
410 
200 
6 
1,979 
568 


1,029 


24,592 


267 

1,897 

85 

1,529 


180 
542 
521 


34,591 


83 

301 

70 

1,064 

220 

314 

121 

143 

4 

1,642 

477 

339 

1,369 

501 

23,906 

20 

156 

894 

212 

939 

142 

397 

87 

1,823 

7.1 

1,321 

699 

20; 

524 

435 


52 

17' 
69 


38,777 


37 

149 

11 

187 

38 

168 
426 
150 

67 
362 

399 
89 

3,208 
639 

633 
307 

8,799 
17 

1,172 

1,298 
25,434 

638 

338 
144 

1,312 

162 

838 
22 

'987 
80 

599 

99 

1,956 

50 
108 
40 

172 
644 

798 

32 

19 

871 
1,588 

700 
3,583 
1,233 

867 


8,842 


805 
1,804 

937 
5,336 

1,231 

874 


10,987 


863 
1,804 

896 
5,963 
1,1.73 

788 


11,487 


893 
1,757 

944 
6,038 
1,160 

749 


11,541 


399 
712 
550 

4,874 
685 
529 


7,749 


464 

607 

383 

4,663 

800 

475 


7,392 


360 
500 
162 
5,790 
553 
129 


405 
433 
321 
3,038 
168 
190 


4,555 


72 
44 
1,532 
80 
20 


1,748 


878 

827 

846 

790 

446 

403 

290 

306 

25 

28 

600 

1,500 

1,000 

800 

700 

800 

650 

300 

300 

600 

1,036 

1,195 

1,209 

1,181 

399 

417 

4 

533 

276 

44 

480 

600 

1  497 

1,302 
374 

1,342 
461 

204 

182 

112 

27 

428 

495 

169 

229 

120 

183 

57 

333 

1,174 

5,438 

841 

679 

891 

207 

133 

98 

486 

2 

7,054 

6,918 

6,860 

-.5,390 

4,596 

1052 

4,819 

4,594 

2,966 

3,956 

2,542 

2,812 

2,601 

2,816 

1,862 

1,466 

178 

1,823 

1,656 

784 

1,353 

889 

959 

876 

639 

280 

280 

61 

55 

59 

640 

1,303 

1,457 

1,414 

1,256 

963 

1,124 

453 

952 

944 

717 

734 

752 

630 

602 

429 

349 

86 

481 

867 

890 

1,056 

548 

339 

209 

310 

306 

56 

1,830 

1,774 

1,6  37 

1,638 

884 

1,023 

562 

797 

462 

555 

406 


TABLA  6.— (continuación.) 


Provincia 
de  Santa  Plara: 


Quemado  de  Güines 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios 

Rodas 

Baguala         /urbano.. 

Grande \  Mcpal.... 

Caneti  /'Urbano.. 

Spiritus.-t  Mcpal ... 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

S.  Fndo.  de  Camarones 
san  Juan  de  los  Yeras.. 
Santa  Clara../ urbana 


*\  Mcpal... 
e  la 


Sta.  Isabel  de  las  Lajas. 
Santo  Domingo....: 

™« {Scbpaai°: 

Vueltas 

Yaguajay 


TOTAL.. 


Frovincia  de 
Santiago  de  Cuba: 

Baracoa 

Bayamo 

Campe  chuela 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara 

Guantánamo 

Holguin 

Jigüaní 

Manzanfflo...{<™: 

Mayarí 

Niquero 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  d^Tánamo 

San  lili?......... 

Santiago  de  Cuba., 

Songo 

TOTAL 

Provincia  de 
Pinar  del  Rio: 

Artemisa 

Bahia  Honda 


Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte., 

Consolación  del  Sur 

Guana  jay 

Guane 

Guayabal 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios 

p-***° {SrebPT: 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños 
San  Juan  y  Martinez. 

San  Luís 

Vinales 


1,035 

1,455 

650 

2,575 

2,609 

4,339 

482 

2,026 

522 

741 

811 

414 

2,360 

224 

352 

1,117 

2,755 

1,676 

533 

859 

44,7 


1,131 

1,455 

509 

2,905 

2,674 

4,382 

493 

3,336 

836 

741 

687 

659 

2,585 

298 

554 

1,529 

2.701 

1,676 

734 

996 


755 

372 

2,750 

2,677 

4,263 

512 

3,865 

1,054 

437 

614 

645 

2,585 

270 

525 

1,456 

2,728 

1,446 

6)1 

948 


1,105 
1,433 

884 

2,800 

2,684 

4,288 

520 

4,139 

1,081 

730 

574 

738 

2.585 

'270 

639 

1,597 

2,721 

1,597 

620 

919 


6' 

349 

613 

2,000 

1,952 

2,233 

209 

2,207 

530 

279 

225 

285 

V 

209 

320 

523 

1,955 

958 

416 

624 


604 

320 

425 

2,060 

1,614 

1,912 

200 

2,155 

564 

169 

232 

184 

1,469 

lí 

265 
524 
1,378 
1,246 
306 
458 


52,739  50,480  52,442  31,480  27,504  2521  21,578  23,184  12,062  18,360 


2,700 

1,718 

904 

134 

2,055 

429 


184 
225 


1,178 
'""429 


575 

188 

425 

1,900 

1,553 

1,768 

75 

870 

320 

158 

63 

163 

45 
208 

67 

1,158 

625 

402 

884 


279 
23 
67 
700 
479 
835 
84 
1.248 
266 


38 
37 
377 

77 
137 
567 


1,798 

1,637 

1,133 

1,548 

1,010 

1,071 

1,157 
701 

617 

4,197 

4,197 

3,514 

3,459 

9,053 

8,797 

979 

979 

3,839 

4,164 

2,556 

2,875 

812 

669 

251 

384 

601 

600 

831 

778 

417 

805 

806 

1,026 

7,010 

7,571 

999 

955 

1,446 

1,158 

1,231 

1,157 

611 

4,197 

3,566 

5,629 

800 

4,152 

2,526 

747 

460 

580 

738 

781 

1,006 

7,571 

1,013 


1,278 

1,037 

1,034 

1,157 

525 

4,197 

3,679 

5,432 

979 

4,133 

2,357 

621 

434 

563 

700 

737 

1,002 

7,542 

1,062 


661 

713 

1,038 

1,157 

449 

1,094 

2,789 

2,495 

500 

3,652 

1,321 

409 

175 

293 

282 

432 

549 

6,007 

806 


531 

623 

1,205 

1,157 

464 

1,154 

2,517 

2,155 

500 

3,512 

1,565 

373 

199 

326 

274 

469 

567 

5,507 

439 


40,423  42,973  39.369  38,469  24,822  23,537  2605  14,248  17,566    5,940  26,333 


2566 


301 
380 
366 


716 
2,561 
1,272 


206 

1,217 

194 

151 

184 


355 

545 
5,800 


191 
332 
536 


140 

499 

2,060 

715 

100 

3,562 

1,268 

423 

339 

99 

92 


565 

6,376 

269 


103 
11 
137 


230 

1,285 
307 


585 


105 


172 
144 


171 

2,347 

260 


1,501 
183 

487 

1,684 
294 
757 
354 
290 

1,778 
921 
208 
271 
407 
721 
634 

1,539 

3.021 
608 
288 
511 
860 
708 

1,516 

180 

350 

281 

276 

1,422 

1,147 

145 

273 

309 

593 

492 

1,249 

2,631 

541 

288 

421 

828 

605 

13,547 

■  1,727 

154 

757 

356 

223 

1,778 

1,279 

125 

272 

271 

721 

554 

1,341 

2,781 

524 

288 

1,023 

931 

62: 

1,276 

•  46 

475 

131 

70 

702 

1,119 

37 

125 

294 

689 

160 

810 

1.914 

278 

224 

393 

446 

99 

1,157 

64 

207 

175 

53 

642 

805 

91 

145 

294 

440 

196 

869 

1,935 

331 

165 

273 

388 

381 

20 

1,348 

35 

405 

1,459 
50 
356 
144 

129 
30 

206 
68 

1,590 
125 

294 

346 

7 

17 
421 

671 

41 

789 

201 

188 

934 

910 

87 

685 

1,008 

237 

407 

224 

52 
155 
721 
234 
669 
896 
384 

40 
34 

538 

147 

671 
673 

407 

721 

1,446 
3,031 

608 
289 

251 

75 

54 

Í,69Ó 
504 

3,381 
466 

262 

291 

181 

71 

681 

685 

102 

4 

52 

13,587 

15,854 

15,725 

9,288 

8,611 

27 

5,824 

6,348 

1,818 

8,465 

TABLA  6.— (continuación). 
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I 
o 

O 

é 

o 

CU 
P 

é 

u 
ce 

é 
O 

'u 

<4 

é 

i 

fcüO 

o 

CD 
O 

o 
íd  - 

P 

M 

C¡3 

& 

rj 

O 
<x> 
<X3 

o 

3 

o 

5 

03 
ft 
ai 

cu 

X3 

..  O 

Pkovincia 

de  Matanzas. 

Agramonte 

657 
1,583 
1,351 

580 
2,859 

794 

350 
2,961 

409 

768 
1,582 

333 
1,026 
10,582 

978 

612 
1,257 
1,068 
1,479 

752 
1,385 

328 
1,373 

856 
1,826 
1,438 

738 
5,586 

800 

258 
3,076 

643 
1,063 
1,582 

522 

675 
10,752 
1,055 

804 
1,243 
1,171 
1,616 

846 
1,024 

320 
1,300 

827 

1,647 

1,340 
649 

5,631 
783 
378 

3,021 
328 

1,040 

1,44.4 

536 

705 

11,719 

1,021 
728 
999 
965 

1,543 
746 

1,098 
428 

1,373 

972 

1,802 

1,355 

738 

5,631 

783 

305 

3,546 

610 

851 

1,261 

725 

685 

11,929 

973 

823 

1,229 

1,163 

1,546 

783 

1,055 

542 

1,373 

582 
1.022 
1.236 

242 
4,354 
.  66 
178 
2,005 
328 
419 
676 
357 
263 
10,977 
795 
489 
910 
671 
1,391 
586 
798 
167 
915 

29,427 

384 
877 

1,099 
242 

3,742 
66 
175 

1,892 
570 
341 
824 
345 
264 

9,702 
747 
390 
897 
612 

1,546 
249 
512 
193 
797 

26,466 

512 

181 
612 

1,206 
561 

2,190 

119 

493 

320 

31 

1,017 

Alacranes 

Bolondrón  , 

*"io 

1,138 
232 

1,162 
262 

Cabezas 

Cardenas.  |MunicipaT; 
Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamacaro 

1.573 
309 

1,375 
495 
332 
542 
361 
214 

8,885 
448 
248 
610 

1,074 

1,233 

1,074 
125 
131 
106 
138 
59 

4,712 
125 
161 
111 
283 
709 

2,071 
'    634 

Jagüey  Grande 

Jovellanos 

882 
320 

994 

Macagua  

73 

Martí 

iVlatanzas"\  Municipal. 
Máximo  Gómez... 

51 

386 

871 

491 

Palmillas 

712 

Perico 

Pedro  Betaneourt 

S.  del  Encomendados. . 

1,437 
513 
967 

1,430 

San  José  de  los  Ramos.. 
Santa  Ana 

153 

135 

■  985 

59 

41.9 

.1,532 

Unión  de  Reyes 

61 

1,042 

1,316 

TOTAL 

35,067 

39,194 

38,949 

40,680 

10,182 

21,840 

9,175 

11,674 

RESUMEN. 
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PROVINCIAS. 

o 

CD 
P 

ce 

< 

n 

y- < 

w 

A 

P 

.w 

Habana  

53,327 

'  8,842 

62,909 
10,987 

60,469 

11,487 

62,848 
11,541 

45,279 
7,749 

38,525 
7,392 

1,754 
114 

34,591 

5,494 

38,777 
4,555 

14,921 

37,760 

Puerto  Príncipe.... 

1,748 

4,514 

Santa  Clara 

44,788 
40,423 

52,739 
42,973 

50,480 
39,369 

52,442 
38,469 

31,480 

27,504 
23,537 

9,  591 

21,578 
14,248 

23,184 

12,062 

18,360 

Santiago  de  Cuba. . 

24,822 

2,605 

17,566 

5,940 

26,333 

Pinar  del  Río.. 

13,587 

15,854 

13,547 

15,725 

9,288 

8,611 

27 

5,824 

6,348 

1,818 

8,465 

Matanzas 

35,067 

39,194 

38,949 

40,680 

29,427 

26,466 

61 

10,182 

21,840 

9,175 

11,674 

Total 

196,034 

224.656 

214,301 

221,705 

148,045 

132,035 

7,082 

91,917 

112,270 

45,664 

107,106 

Notas  sobre  la  Tabla  6. — -Los  Cursos  de  Estudios  fueron  acordados 
y  publicados  muy  tarde  en  el  año  para  que  se  pudiera  intentar 
su  aplicación  y  la  graduación  de  las  escuelas  antes  de  la  termina- 
ción del  curso.  Con  anterioridad  á  la  publicación  de  dichos 
Cursos  de  Estudios,  los  maestros  determinaban  las  asignaturas  que 
debían  enseñar  á  sus  alumnos  conforme  á  su  criterio  individual, 
y  naturalmente  ha  resultado  una  falta  de  uniformidad  en  toda  la 
Isla  y  de  ahí  las  diferencias  que  se  observan  en  esta  Tabla. 
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Tabla  7. — Demostrativa  de  los  Pagos  hechos  durante  el  Año,  según 


Maestros. 

Conserjes. 

Secretarios. 

Inspectores 
especiales. 

Otrcs 
empleados. 

Provincia  de  Pinar  del  Rio. 
Artemisa 

$10,901.67 

2,710.33 

4,770.00 

4,416.00 

4,610.00 

12,095.65 

13,203.90 

1,980.00 

2,844.34 

405.00 

2,264.66 

5,783.33 

3,280.00 

18,853.00 

31,736.58 

6,440.00 

2,901.50 

600.00 

6,616.32 

7,465.00 

5,250.00 

$1,030.50 

188.41 

414.00 

494.00 

356.32 

1,360.57 

1,204.75 

207.00 

287.14 

20.00 

259.36 

453.15 

343.50 

1,989.00 

2,768.08 

339.00 

211.14 

60.00 

276.00 

779.00 

544.00 

$616.66 
270.00 
440.00 
448.66 
529.17 
595.83 
476.65 
150.00 
429.10 

$276.00 
66.00 
134.00 
260.00 
190.00 
266.00 
200.00 
114.00 
126.00 

$72  00 

Bahía  Honda 

26.00 

Cabanas '. : 

48.00 

Candelaria 

66  00 

Consolación  del  Norte 

24.00 

Consolación  del  Sur 

72.00 

Guanajay 

72.00 

Guane 

Guayabal 

30.00 

Julián  Díaz 

Mantua 

358.30 
450.00 
471.00 
872.18 
591.66 
512.50 
266.00 

26.00 
202.00 
212.00 
844.99 
230.00 
250.00 
267.84 

Mariel 

24.00 

Palacios 

Pinar  dpi  Pin         /Urbano 

±  mar  aei  i-íio ^Muncipal  .... 

San  Cristóbal 

318.00 
264.00 
24.00 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños 

San.  Diego  de  Núñez 

San  J  uan  y  Martínez 

605.00 
508.50 
285.00 

274.00 
244.00 
20.00 

72.00 

Zan  Luís 

Vinales 

96.00 

Total 

$149,127.28 

$13,584.92 

$8,876.21 

$4,202.83 

$1,208.00 

Maestros. 

Conserjes. 

Suidos  de 

Secretarios. 

inspectores 
especiales. 

Otros 
empleados. 

Provincia  de  la  Habana. 
Aguacate 

$6,000.00 

6,780.00 

4,980.00 

14,082.00 

10,556.00 

11,480.00 

6,798.00 

6,619.99 

6,342.00 

25,877.99 

8,661.66 

4,726.56 

29,656.66 

20,337.00 

256,620.12 

4,906.67 

6,660.78 

8,423.33 

2,758.33 

15,588.33 

6,386.44 

13,610.00 

5,003.65 

20,430.28 

5,310.00 

18,740.00 

19,010.00 

5,312.00 

7,200.00 

10,703.32 

16,054.13 

4,220.00 

4,580.00 

800.00 

'     4,180.00 

$586.00 

663.00 

503.50 

1,324,00 

1,098.00 

1,201.30 

652.00 

803.49 

735.00 

2,426.16 

856.25 

444.50 

2,731.83 

1,903.50 

16,716.07 

657.50 

579.50 

910.50 

244.00 

1, 767/50 

698.50 

1,436.50 

497.99 

2,058.00 

517.50 

1,657.00 

1,669.00 

504.00 

910.50 

1,002.00 

1,715.50 

470.33 

295.00 

83.00 

344.50 

$568.33 
600. 00! 
540.00 
644.00 
700.00 
652.08 
606.00 
638.33 
520.00 

1,003.30 
707.42 
425.76 
562.50 
604.16 

1,500.00 
675.00 
518.26 
812.50 
454.07 

•  650.00 
560.00 
640.00 
540.83 

1,016.63 
531.61 
745.00 
787.50 
520.00 
480.00 
725.00 
697.50 
554.23 
550.00 
140.00 
513.13 

$302.00 

328.00 

128.00 

250.00 

244.00 

"150.00 

164.00 

236.00 

126.00 

1,105,00 

302.00 

216.00 

158.00 

276.00 

1,928.33 

56.00 
278.00 
244.00 
320.00 
224.00 

96.00 
356.00 
276.00 
522.17 
318.00 
352.00 
346.00 
164.00 
276.00 
314.00 
346.00 
166.00 
224.00 

50.00 
174.00 

Alquizar 

$40.00 

Bainoa 

Batabanó 

48.00 

Bauta 

24.00 

Bejucal 

24.00 

Cano 

24.00 

Catalina 

66.00 

Ceiba  del  Agua 

20.00 

Guara 

464.67 
48.00 

Güines 

78.00 

Güira  de  Melena 

48.00 

Habana 

10,289.19 

Isla  de  Pinos 

Jaruco... 

22.00 

Madruga 

14.00 

Managua 

Marianao 

38.00 

Melena  del  Sur 

24.00 

Nueva  Paz 

24.00 

Quivicán 

Regla 

54.00 

Salud 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas 

•     48.00 

San  Antonio  de  los  Baños 

52.00 

San  Antonio  de  las  Vegas 

30.00 

San  Felipe..... 

8.00 

San  José  de  las  Lajas 

24.00 

San  Nicolás 

28.00 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte 

24.00 

Santa  María  del  Rosario 

36.00 

Tapaste 

Vereda  Nueva 

24.00 

Total 

$599,395.24 

$50,662.92 

$22,378.24 

$11,015.50 

$11,623.86 
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Estados  Remitidos  por  los  Secretarios  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación., 


Alquileres. 

Material. 

Agua. 

m  Franqueo. 

Reparaciones  y 
otros  gastos. 

Total  pagado. 

Total  consignado. 

$1,628.70 
2 J 1.68 

179.70 
36.90 
48.75 
83.00 
43.04 
30.24 

227.50 
9.00 
73.55 

$18.75 
12.40 
69.76 
31.00 

$15.00 

$80.00 
3.00 

$14,718.98 

3,524.72 

6,371.27  ' 

6,184.66 

6,753.58 

16,235.29 

17,166.30 

3,023.60 

4,313.41 

489.00 

3,467.27 

7,586.28 

5,031.00 

27,224.01 

40,819.05 

8,936.29 

4,073.96 

712.00 

9,127.07 

10,988.90 

7,206.00 

$14,814.62 
3  784  89 

444.00 

2.76 
12.00 

6,456.95 
6,208.00 

6,864  54 

270.00 
1,001.00 

104.00 

1,795.00 

20.00 
6.00 
3.60 

11.40 

17  023  68 

1,556.00 
560.00 

145.50 

74  00 

17,844.00 
3,242.80 

4,389.82 
528  00 

481.88 

30.00 

64.00 

309.00 

483.41 
628.00 

147.55 
87.19 
85.50 
72.45 

509.75 
12.75 
22.26 

68.00 
54.00 

Í8.4Ó 
6.80 
11.00 
14.30 
8.00 
18.44 
16.56 

16.00 

42.40 

3,717.23 

7,737.79 

5,203.00 

27,7 \  5.72 

42,146.13 

3,857.65 
4,685.98 

303.19 

99.25 
25.00 
19.60 
91.26 

1,300.00 
276.00 
52.00 

20.00 
21.40 

9,127.79 

4,086.66 

983.00 

1,082.03 

1,874.50 

916.00 

24.17 
42.00 
22.00 

13.50 
14.40 
40.00 

15.00 

26.50 

8.00 

149.05 
35.00 
25.00 

9,945.68 
11,423.00 
7,376,00 

$23,476.83 

$1,657.30 

$811.90 

$213.76 

$793.56 

$203,952.59 

$210,617.30 

Alquileres. 

Material. 

Agua. 

Franqueo. 

Reparaciones  y 
otros  gastos. 

Total  pagado. 

Total  consignado. 

$835.00 

$91.35 

48.95 
216.10 

85.37 
131.00 

14.13 
106.50 
111.80 
165.95 
212.97 
235.02 
301.79 
110.61 
561.90 
2,579.36 
137.67 

66.69 
■  192.89 

68.50 
280.46 

80.90 
524.34 

24.20 
331.25 

24,00 

298.70 

-  210.35 

72.35 

56.50 
167.70 
325.55 

32.40 

$15.00 
43.60 

$4.00 
6.00 

$8,401.68 

9,012.02 

7,613.60 

19,087.37 

14,290.55 

14,686.33 

9,274.50 

9,850.92 

8,955.95 

36,369.45 

12,673.76 

6,738.11 

39,458.55 

28,101.76 

340,491.27 

7,341.84 

9,493.21 

12,044.29 

4,334.20 

22,364.99 

8,469.84 

18,363.28 

6,512.67 

26,929.12 

7,902.03 

25,572.95 

25,749.10 

7,794.66 

10,020.40 

14,416.22 

21,603.48 

6,195.56 

6,507.50 

3,289.16 

6,475.93 

$8,409.68 
9,213.97 

7,711.53 
19,209.00 
14  764.20 

420.00 
1,246.00 

$82.47 

2,654.00 

1.462.80 

8.75 
14.12 
13.00 
15.41 
4.00 
3.00 
10.00 
21.00 
16.68 
44.50 

66.00 

1,087.50 

63.20 
126.00 

15/284.54 

9,588.00 

10,165.41 

8,955.95 

37,518.45 

13,297.73 

6,877.15 

39,708.08 

28,391.26 

349,733.87 

7,736.50 

9,777.02 

12,265.92 

4,404.33 

22,450.00 

8,471.23 

18,661.12 

6,625.66 

27,679.61 

8,045.63 

25,935.50 

,26,113.60 

8,033.80 

10,125.40 

14,422.90 

21,976.74 

6,483.36 

6,910.75 

1,390.98 

6,563.67 

766.00 
1,830.00 

19.00 
34.90 
40.00 

77.89 
3.00 

1,003.00 

5,189.17 

1,823.00 

720.00 

9.30 
27.41 
82.50 
15.00 
334.00 
31.14 

6,093.07 

3,792.00 

47,230.13 

783.00 

36.20 

200.70 

3,596.93 

126.00 

60.50 

1,253.28 
1,400.48 

35.00 
36.09 

37.80 

19.20 
10.50 

450.00 

1.50 

230.04 

54.00 

5.00 

3.00 

6.00 

48.12 

138.95 

130.25 

8.50 

6.00 

3,586.66 

540.00 

30.00 
126.74 
21.00 
73.33 
60.80 
84.50 

1,631.70 

144.00 

2,637.46 

9.00 
2.00 

1,080.00 
3,504.50 
3,536  00 

12.00 

4.30 

8.00 

26.12 

10.00 

10.00 

14.00 

7.60 

2.50 

1,147.66 
1,068.00 
1,412.00 
2,253.30 
"738  00 

10.03 
5.40 
58.20 
24.00 

145.50 

3.00 

100.00 

620.00 

100.00 

160.00 

56.16 
44.20 

1,176.00 

14.10 

6.00 

$104,773.71 

$7,547.61 

$1,450.04 

$309.78 

$5,229.45 

$814,386.25 

$832,902.49 

410., 


TABLA  7.— (Continuación.) 


Peovincía  de  Matanzas. 


Agramante . 
Alacranes... 
Bolondrón... 
Caberas 


Cárdenas . 


/Urbano 

■•\Municipal.. 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamacaro 

Jagüey  Grande 

Jovellanos 

Macagua 

Macurijes 

Martí 

/Urbano 

■■\Municipal .. 

Máximo  Gómez 

Palmillas 

Perico 

Roque 

Sabanilla 

San  José  de  los  Ramos 

Santa  Ana 

Unión  de  Reyes 


Matanzas. . 


Total $355,969.42 


17.638.34 

14,470.31 

12,823.30 
6,120.00 
1,514.00 

46,031.62 
4,000.00 
5,330.00 

24,599.66 
6,692.65 

10.721.99 
8,717.65 
6,255.30 

13,899.97 

9,675.00 

104,615.65 

6,650.00 

7,380.00 

13,710.99 
9,565.00 
1,744.66 
4,985.33 
9,423.00 
5,465.00 

13,940.00 


Conserjes 


$859.52 

1,726.99 

1,128.50 

550.00 

130.00 

3,493.39 

380.00 

526.99 

2,964.23 

670.23 

1,119.00 

966.00 

762.00 

1,333.50 

1,297.00 

8,524.54 

517.00 

858.50 

1,650.00 

1,059.75 

222.66 

503.00 

1,091.50 

719.00 

1,575,50 


$34,628.* 


Secretarios. 


$690.00 
720.00 
698.50 
525.00 
200.92  • 
991.63 
320.00 
599.00 
797.50 
493.75 
663.94 
780.00 
525.00 
660.00 
625.00 

1,566.66 
312.50 
582.50 
720.00 
682.50 
142.00 
590.00 
787.50 
515.00 
780.00 


$15,968.90 


Inspector 


$276.00 
312.00 
346.00 
302.00 
114.00 
522.00 
100.00 
210.00 
450.00 
252.00 
304.00 
274.00 
296.00 
254.00 
124.00 

1,260.00 


66.00 
344.00 
138.00 


168.00 
224.00 
340.00 
298.00 


$6,974.00 


empleados. 


$54.48 
48.00 
50.00 
24.00 

24.0(J" 

96.00 
8.00 
48.00 
48.00 
24.00 
72.00 
48.00 
5,010.32 


24.00 
48.00 
44.00 


34.00 
24.00 


50.00 


5,178.13 


Pjrovincja  de  Santa  Clara. 


Abreus 

Caibarién. 

Calabazar 

Camajuaní , 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo ; 

c^eg™ {mSSS¿s:: 

Cif  vientes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo ; 

Remedios 

Rodas 

Sagua la  Grande. {^ 

Sancti-SpirituS....{^^p-ai; 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

San  Fernando 

San  Juan  de  los  Y  eras 

S^ta  Clara {Municipal 

Santa  Isabel  de  las  Lajas 

Santo  Domingo 

Trinidad  í Urbano- 

Vueltas 

Yagua  jay.. 


■\  Municipal. 


Total. 


Maestros. 


$7,899.99 

12,100.00 

12,970.00 

10,175.00 

6,510.63 

12,005.00 

48,783.97 

9,840.00 

10,100.00 

15,579,96 

6,660.33 

14,150.00 

12,390.00 

9,797.30 

14,269,00 

12,319.99 

28,677.46 

23,236.66 

37,411.33 

7,180.00 

28,652.33 

7,130.00 

6,180.00 

6,340.64 

8,054.00 

37,338.00 

3,766.65 

9,043.32 

16,527.16 

24,379,32 

8,410.00 

6,137,00 

7,590.00 


Conserjes. 


$925.99 

1,342.50 

1,253.50 

1,016.00 

759.50 

1,210.00 

4,266.49 

926.50 

780.50 

1,515.00 

584.13 

1,502.50 

1,062.75 

979.26 

1,631.00 

1,180.00 

2,245.68 

2,798.01 

2,788.00 

644.50 

3,118.79 

899.72 

705.16 

621.42 

717.48 

2,448.50 

388.00 

999.00 

1,682.33 

2,356.00 

916.50 

578.00 

667.50 


Secretarios. 


Inspectores 


$481,605.04  I  $45,510.21 


$732.00 
630.00 
680.00 
760.00 
538.33 
673.33 

1,529.16 
360.00 
720.00 
790.00 
720.00 
691.65 
575.00 
668.00 
713.33 
656.66 
681.24 
700.00 
983.30  . 
444.50 
975.00 
437.50 
550.00 
550.00 
690.00 

1,083.29 
677.08 
660.00 
662.50 
680.00 
420.00 
612.50 
586.00 


$22,830.37 


$286.00 
154.00 
356.00 
344.00 
326.00 
414.00 

1,716.00 
164.00 
328.00 
328.00 
264.00 
302.00 
250.00 


362.00 
346.00 
306.00 
416.00 
1,165.00 
414.00 
610.00 
286.00 
296.00 
222.00 
352.00 
620.00 
196.00 
294,00 
246.00 
873.00 
198.00 
214.00 
212.00 


Otros 


$24.00 
48.00 
72.00 
72.00 
48.00 
50.00 
1,450.40  y 

224.00 
30.00 
30.00 
48.00 
40.00  . 
48.00 
60.00 
48.00 
48.00 

230.00 
48.00 

621.00 
48.00 

553.86 

128.00 

.  48.00 

24.00 

40.00 

956.33 

120.00 
48.00 
72.00 

690.00 
68.00 
72.00 
72.00 


,12,860.00 


$9,179.59 


TABLA  "7 

—(Continuación.) 
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Alquileres. 

Material. 

Agua. 

.•Franqueo. 

Reparaciones 
y  otros  gastos. 

Total 
pagado. 

Total 
consignado. 

$1,518.00 

1,542.00 

1,951.20 

909.50 

168  00 

$47.22 
159.68 

78.87 

340.63 

8.52 

332.95 

51.53 

24.65 
469.00 
157.25 
208.43 

75.12 
297.86 

95.35 

16.60 

1,390.75 

219.89 

78.00 
127.88 

12.63 
118.05 

37.40 

.    32.20 

9.63 

133.39 

$19.84 
23.00 

$11,103.40 
19,041.98 

17,079.87 
8,794.13 
2,135.44 

55,694.24 
5,547.53 
7,534.64 

33,236.41 
9,239.88 

14,434.31 

12,205.04 
9,027.23 

17,820.08 

12,572.10 

136,225.00 

8,375.89 

9,889.00 

18,456.54 

12,663.13 
2,465.37 
7,493.29 

12,624.50 
8,047.80 

$11,248.70 

19,684.10 

17,250.37 

8,949.53 

2,559.92 

59,315.88 

$32.00 
3.50 
16.00 

$8.00 

4.00 

3.00 

3  874  32 

12.00 

37.00 

696  00 

5,703.33 

770  00 

50.00 
75.00 

7,680.00 
33,324.33 

3,750.02 
966  00 

35.00 

9,433.75 
14,440.16 

1,260.50 

1,280.69 

810  42 

38.80 
13.50 
6.40 
34.00 
18.50 

69.65 

54.08 
50.25 
287.26 
20.50 
55.85 
20.00 

12,575.22 

9,073.13 

1,184.00 
747  50 

17,947.50 

13,861.50 

13,468.73 
646.50 
900  00 

332.50 
6.00 

136,683.52 

4.00 

8,764.94 
10,043.00 

1,821.60 

1,116.00 

238  00 

34.07 
10.75 

19,418.90 

34.50 

12,810.56 

3,044.90 

1  090.00 

15.50 
6.80 
2.67 

18.65 

70.06 
22.50 

7,526.00 

1.013.00 

12,745.00 

978  50 

18.00 
221.50 

8.172.46 

2,032.08 

266.68 

19,315.80            19,588.60 

$44,732.56 

$4,519.48 

$641.50 

$285.4.8 

$1,124.33 

$471,022.60    1    $481,845.30 

Alquileres. 

Material. 

Agua. 

Franqueo. 

Reparaciones 
y  otros  gastos. 

Total 
pagado. 

Total 
consignado. 

.,  $1,076.64* 
2  220  00 

$182.95 

$39.24 

$18.60 

$87.21 

$11,272.62 
16,494.50 
17,096.50 
14,446.55 

9,421.60 
15,712.52 
73,188.29 
13,569.52 
13.572.81 
19,790.80 

9,126.56 
18,044.15 
16,648.25 
12,806.14 
19,420.95 
16,732.35 
35,583.77 
30,788.85 
48,971.10 
10,105.88 
38,992.31 
10.561.00 

9',  178.98 

8,194.56 
10,853.08 
47.849.41 

5.836.23 
12.823.77 
21,306.23 
32,924.00 
11,710.70 

9,136.72 

9,838.84 

$11,328.64 
16,910.25 
17,137.50 

1  620  00 

145.00 

386.55 

206.14 

231.00 

2,342.97 

233.22 

73.86 

318.31 

45.15 

137.90 

236.00 

73.58 

190.32 

267.10 

275.40 

307.84 

616.48 

119.00 

242.95 

137.10 

104.16 

46.00 

56.30 

1,282.00 

26.00 

90.65 

69.78 

444.73 

279.75 

265.04 

255.34 

1  61 0  00 

80.00 

36.00 

5.00 

300.00 
56.00 
12.00 
96.50 
75.75' 

170.20 
58.50 

14,531.00 

9,809.64 
16,214.98 

984  00 

13.00 
15.19 
40.56 
13.76 
31 .45 
23.70 
14.70 
25.10 

1,109.00 
9,756.74 
1  752  04 

2.00 

76,323.96 
14,029.85 
13,687.66 

1  497  00 

1 109  33 

19,929.50 
9,177.60 
18,152.16 
16,703.00 
13,073.75 

670.50 
1,024.80 
2  028  00 

44.00 

1,212.00 

16.00 

2,145.60 
1.914.60 

36.70  " 

25.00 

19,533,02 
16,932.79 

3,104.99 
2,999.20 

4,806.45 

43.00 
19.14 
58.18 

3.00 
55.22 
23.00 
10.00 

9.00 
10.60 
15.00 

9.00 

20.00 
194.10 
521.36 
104.72 

412.56 
112.68 

36,066.89 
31,292.70 
50,223.75 
10,124.88 

69.90 

1,148.16 
4,361.00 
1.374.00 
1.201.66 

10.60 
33.00 

84.00 
48.50 
17.59 
60.00 
33.00 

39,736.92 
10,595.15 

9,260.98 
8,375.83 
10,907.90 
48,695.27 
5,899.24 
12,837.27 

265.00 

907.20 

3,971.29 

620.50 

1.688.80 

68.00 
8.00 
75.00 

1,942.46 

75.00 
18.00 

29.00 

26.95 

3.35 

32.50 

21,389.10 

3.424.00 
1  i  406. 00 

32.00 
9.10 

33,563.56 
11,831.70 
9,500.22 

1,225.68 
456.00 

9,847.70 

$66,632.64 

$9,688.57 

$571.44 

$559.00 

$2.559.68 

$651,996.54 

$663,624.36 

412 


TABLA   7.— (Continuación.) 


Provincia   de 

Maestros. 

Conserjes. 

Secretarios. 

Inspectores 

Especiales. 

Otros 
empleados. 

Puerto  Principe. 

Ciego  de  Avila 

Morón 

$5,324.00 
10,350.00 
9.238.99 
84,499.00 
0.580.00 
8,770.05 

$491.00 

3,047.00 
873.00 

9,409.81 
777.35 

1,078.90 

.$048.00 
737.50 
000.00 

3,479.10 
435.41 
550.00 

$130.00 
298.00 
200.00 

1,250.00 
204.00 
330.00 

$80.00 
72  00 

Nuevitas 

90  00 

Puerto  Prlncfpe.{^°-i:; 

Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 

5,452.44 
475.00 
48.00 

Total 

$130,709.30 

.$14,270.80 

$4,450.07 

$2,218.00 

$6,223.44 

Provincia  de 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Baracoa 

Bayamo , 

Campeármela.. 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara  

Guantánamo... 

Holguín 

Jiguaní 

Manzanillo 


Mayar! 

Niquero .... 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo... 

San  Luis 

Santiago  de  Cuba.., 
Songo 


f  Urbano  

•\  Municipal. 


Maestros, 


$16,896.00 

15,365.00 

31,706.64 

9,777.65 

8,933.32 

32,800.00 

26,647.96 

81,521.03 

7,086.66 

32,506.66 

16,838.35 

5,520.00 

4,030.00 

7,126.65 

9,730,00 

5,770.31 

9,605.00 

72,944.98 

9,346.60 


$384,219.41 


Conserjes. 


$1,909.13 

1,630.66 

1,265.00 

928.00 

870.34 

3.299.50 

2,852.50 

7,922.50 

681.50 

2,908.00 

1.612.25 

405.00 

444.50 

588.50 

953.50 

685.32 

911.50 

5.214.45- 

878.00 


$35,960.15 


Secretarios. 


$750.00 
687.50 
676.00 
074.66 
750.00 
682.50 
581.25 
718.75 
016.66 
916.63 
783.68 
558.33 
495.00 
593.62 
540.00 
524.48 
723.32 

1.479.00 
730.00 


$13,479.38 


Inspectores 
Especiales. 


$372.00 
354.00 
350.00 
326.00 
388.00 
312.00 
358.00 
418.00 
80.00 
720.00 
466.00 
94.00 
274.00 
248.00 
262.00 
194.00 
274.00 

1,342.00 
230.00 


7,062.00 


Otros 
empleados. 


$392.00 

110.00 

24.00 

48.00 

70,00 

432.00 

423.00 

358.00 

72.00 

912.00 

72.00 

48.00 


74.00 
72.00 


48.00 

6,735.50 

48.00 


RESUMEN 


Provincias. 

Maestros. 

Conserjes. 

Secretarios. 

Inspectores 
Especiales. 

Otros 
empleados. 

Pinar  del  Rio 

$149,127.28 
596,395.24 
355,909.42 
481,005.04 
130,769.30 
384,219.41 

$13,584,92 
50,662.92 
34,628.80 
45,510.21 
14,276.86 
35,960.15 

$8,876.21 
22,378.14 
15,968.90 
22,830.37 
4,450.07 
13,479.38 

$4,202.83 

11,015.50 

6,974.00 

12,860.00 

2,218.00 

7,062.00 

$1,208.00 

11,623.86 

6,178.33 

9,179,59 

Habana 

Matanzas 

Santa  Clara 

6,223.44 
9,738.50 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Total  general... 

$2,101,085.69 

$194,623.86 

$87,983.07 

$44,332.33 

$44,153.52 

TABLA 

7.— (Continuación.) 
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Alquileres. 

Material. 

Agua. 

Franqueo. 

Reparaciones 
y  otros  gastos. 

Total 
pagado. 

Total 
consignado. 

$394.00 

$180.60 
499.10 
133.00 
763.65 
326.08 
178.76 

$18.20 
25.00 

$18.65 
9.00 

$7,291.11 
21,417.60 
12,475.99 
117,805.55 
10,281.80 
13,003.00 

$7,481.45 

1,780.00 

21,478.60 
12,733.00 

1,335.00 

14,637.59 

1,466.16 

$32.27 

3.50 
10.00 
26.77 

278.13 

8.00 

214.42 

119,001.64 
10,384.40 
13,431.47 

1,987.50 

.  12.00 

$21,600.25 

$2,081.19 

$44.27 

$83.47 

$528.20 

$182,275.05 

$184,510.56 

Alquileres. 

Material. 

Agua. 

Franqueo. 

Reparaciones 
y  otros  gastos. 

Total 
pagado. 

Total 
consignado. 

$3,912.00 

$121.55 
237.37 

47.50 
162.14 

77.90 

783.43 

142.45 

3,576.50 

20.15 
327.85 
237.65 

44.00 

61.40 
103.85 
119.50 
193.10 

93.95 
1,075.20 

77.00 

$18.00 
23.50 
11.00 
14.00 
10.00 
18.00 
21.50 
55.00 
5.00 
11.00 
21.19 
11.20 
2.00 
15.00 

$88.42 
47.00 

257.24 
16.50 
77.50 

$24,259.10 

18,927.83 

16,248.88 

13.390.95 

12,201.66 

44,940.43 

36,469.88 

102,758.38 

9,265.97 

47,184.07 

22,618.29 

7,120.53 

5,805.90 

9,966.62 

13,255.00 

8,282.87 

13,525.77 

106,583.90 

12,426.95 

$25,113.47 

292.00 
1,814.00 
1,407.50 
1,004.00 
6  576.00 

$180.80 
37.50 
36.50 
20.60 
37.00 
205.15 

19,166.70 
17,172.34 
13,414.00 
13,108.00 
45  407.20 

5,134.00 

8,188.00 

569.00 

104.07 

37,393.18 

104,136.00 

9,395.31 

47,436.26 

22.859.35 

7,130.53 

5,977.60 

10,227.47 

135.00 
257.11 
312.99 

8,021.82 

2,079.68 

384.00 

603.00 

194.50 

56.00 

5.00 

49.00 

480.00 
1,170.00 
1,578.00 

14.00 

13,355.00 

796.66 

85.50 

109.00 

67.40 

90.00. 

27.50 
24.00 
26.35 

8,330.25 

1,737.00 

14,189,67 

1,018.35 

13,819.00 

3,509.35 
9.00 

109,557.78 
12,545.95 

$60,351.68 

$7,502.49 

$1,776.95 

$314.24 

$4,828.18 

$525,232.98 

$535,545.39 

RBSUMBN. 


Reparaciones 

Total 

Total 

Alquileres. 

Material. 

Agua. 

Franqueo. 

y  otros  gastos. 

pagado. 

consignado. 

$23,476.83 

$1,657.30 

$811.90 

$213.76 

'  $793.56 

$203,952.59 

$210,617.30 

104,773.71 

7,547.61 

1,450.04 

309.78 

5,229.45 

814,386.25 

832,902.49 

44,732.56 

4,519.48 

641.50 

285.48 

1,124.33 

471,022.60 

481,845.30 

66,632.64 

9,688.57 

571.44 

559.00 

2,559.68 

651,996.54 

663,624,36 

21,600.25 

2,081.19 

44.27 

83.47 

528.20 

182,275.05 

184,510.56 

60,351.68 

7,502.49 

1,776.95 

.  314,24 

4,828.18 

525,232.98 

535,545.39 

$321,567.67 

$32,996.64 

$5,296.10 

$1,765.73 

$15,063.40 

$2,848,866.01 

$2,909,045.40 
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Tabla  8. — Demostrativa  de  los  Gastos  de  Administración,  Inspee 


OFICINA  DEL   COMISIONADO 


Perenal 
de  la  Oficina. 

Sueldos 

de  los  Inspectores 

Especiales. 

Alquiler 
de  la  Oficina. 

Material 
de  Oficina. 

Septiembre 1900. 

$755.00 
1,145.00 
791.66 
820.23 
975.00 
835.00 
760.00 
762.37 
565.00 
875.00 
1,300.00 
725.00 

Octubre ,, 

$266.35 

385.00 
1,145.00 
1,050.00 
1,359.23 
1,530.00 
1,535.00 
1,710.00 
1,715.22 
1,887.41 
2,005.00 

Noviembre ,, 

$87.50 
175.00 
175.08 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 
175.00 

Diciembre ,, 

Enero 1901. 

Febrero ,, 

$663.10 
190.00 

861  78 

Marzo 

962  87 

Abril ,, 

Mayo ,, 

Junio ,, 

918.25 
261.65 
502  65 

Julio ,, 

Agosto ,, 

1,058.06 
850.63 

TOTAL 

$14,588.21 

$10,309.26 

$1.662.50 

$6,268.99 

SUPERINTENDENCIA  DE  ESCUELAS  DE  LA  ISLA. 


Sueldos 

de  los  empleados 

é  Inspectores. 

Material 
de  Oficina. 

Gastos  de  Ofici- 
na y  gastos 
incidentales. 

Artículos 
para  Escuelas. 

TOTAL 

Septiembre 1900. 

$535.00 
1,178.44 
1,201.10 
1,406.66 
1,191.66 
1,166.65 
1,141.66 
1,274.16 
1,199.16 
1,126.66 
786.66 
1,286.66 

$39.82 

140.00 

68.96 

70.16 

$16,500.00 

15,826.79 

$17,074,82 
17,151,48 
1,270,06 
9,085,77 
1,235,16 
1,658,33 
1,316,96 
1,309.80 
1,332,16 

Octubre ,, 

Noviembre ,, 

$6.25 

Diciembre ,, 

EnEro 1901. 

208.95 
43.50 
479.50 
128.65 
34.00 
128.50 
416.50 
750.00 
71.50 

7,400.00 

Febrero ,, 

12.18 
46.65 
1.64 
4.50 
13.38 
26.07 
1.88 

Marzo ,, 

Abril ,, 

Mayo ,, 

Junio ,, 

1,556,54 
1,562,73 
1,360,04 

Julio ,, 

Agosto ,, 

TOTAL 

$13,494.47 

$2,267.35 

$425.54 

$39,726.79 

$55,913.85 

SUPERINTENDENCIAS   PROVINCIALES   DE  ESCUELAS   PUBLICAS. 


Personal. 

Material 
de  Oficina. 

Gastos  de  viaje 

y 

otros  gastos. 

Alquileres 
de  Oficina. 

TOTAL, 

Pinar  del  Eio 

$3,010.00 
2,173.24 
3,009.98 
2,849.98 
3,036.65 
3,080.00 

$343.40 
241.00 
118.64 
605.00 
371.25 
375.15 

$892.01 

$4,245.41 

Havana 

2,414.24 

Matanzas 

852.49 
217.02 
481.06 
493.06 

68.00 

4,049,11 
3,672.00 
4,034.79 

Santa  Clara 

Puerto  Principe 

145.83 
75.00 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

4,023.21 

TOTAL 

$17,159.85 

$2,054.44 

$2,935.64 

$288.83 

$22,438.76 
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don,  Mobiliario ,  Material,  Construcción  de  Casas  de  Escuela,  etc. 


DE  ESCUELAS 

PUBLICAS. 

Gastos  de  almacén 
y  gastos  incidentales. 

Gastos  de  viaje. 

Mobiliario 
para  las  Escuelas. 

Material 
para  las  Escuelas. 

TOTAL. 

$552.51 
306.14 

42.00 
841.76 

58.90 

$305.53 
156.88 
396.60 
276.92 
491.83 
372.95 
400.02 
282.88 
549.16 
461.76 

1,027.95 
442.35 

$113,970.83 
68,625.05 
48,314.54 
34,003.85 

$11,215.36 
1,022.75 
16,375.10 
20,790.42 

$126,799.23 

71,522.17 

66,392.40 

58,716.28 

2,940.73 

1,730.62 

95.00 

104,578.22 
38,954.00 

5,429.58 

871.86 

109,277.97 

1,394.51 

44,022.01 

3,505.84 

6,766.65 

1,483.16 

5,212.79 

171.61 

3,656.25 

9,276.28 

151.00 

4,348.98 

$11,109.91 

$5,164.83 

$264,914.27 

$196,687.10 

$510,705.07 

CASAS  BE  ESCUELA. 


Casas  terminadas  el  31  de  agosto  de  1901 

Casas  en  construcción  el  31  de  agosto  de  1901 

TOTAL 


$22,828.24 
103,079,87 


25,908.11 


RESUMEN  DE  LñS  T1BL58  ?  Y  8.    . 


COMPRENSIVO    DEL    TOTAL    DE    GASTOS    HECHOS   DURANTE    EL    ANO. 


Juntas  de  Educación  (Tabla  7 ) 

$2,848,866.01 

510,705.07 

55,913.85 

Oficina  del  Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas 

Superintendencia  de  Escuelas  de  la  Isla 

Superintendencias  Provinciales  de  Escuelas  Públi- 
cas   

22,438.76 

Casas  de  Escuela 

125,908,11 

TOTAL 

$3,563,831.80 
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Tabla  9. — Demostrativa  del  Promedio  de  tos  Sueldos  Pagados  á  los 
Maestros ?  etc. 


Provincia 
j>e  Pinar  del  .Rio. 


Artemisa 

Uah  í a  Honda 

Cabanas 

Candelaria 

Consolación  del  Norte., 

Consolación  del  Sur 

Guanajay 

Guano 

Guayaba] 

Julián  Díaz 

Mantua 

Mariel 

Palacios 

Pinar  del  Eío{^«¡o. 

San  Cristóbal 

San  Diego  de  los  Baños 
San  Diego  de  Núñez.. 
San  Juan  y  Martínez 

San  Luis 

Vinales 


Promedios.. 


Promedio  de  sueldos 

de  maestros  pagados  en  el 

mes  de  mayo  de  1901. 


$47.77 
43.33 
50.00 
46.66 
46.00 
40.66 
48.33 
50.00 
50.00 


50.00 
43.33 
38.00 
45.00 
50.00 
48.33 
50.00 


40.00 
35.45 
40.00 


$44.67 


$48.00 
40.00 
42.00 
40.00 
50.00 
37.C9 
49.50 
50.00 
40.00 


50.00 
38.88 
40.00 
45.60 
50.00 
45.71 
40.00 


35.00 
35.71 

42.50 


$44.38 


Promedio 

pagado  á  maestros  durante 

el  año. 


«73 


ss 


$11.89 

9.25 

8.83 

9.28 

10.02 

11.25 

9.31 

4.67 

8.81 

1.63 

6.29 

8.74 

7.21 

14.39 

10.43 

10.90 

■11.29 

4.48 

7.60 

8.40 

6.98 


$9.87 


$14.91 
11.25 
11.07 
13.26 
11.53 
13.58 
12.39 

5.47 
11.11 

2.24 

6.78 
11.54 

9.27 
18.56 
12.98 
14.91 
1.2.78 

5.41. 

9.86 
10.74 
10.65 


$12.58 


TOTAL  GASTADO  POR 

LAS  JUMAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

DURANTE  EL  AÑO. 


$1.58 

1.08 

1.65 

1.27 

.91 

.97 

1.95 

.20 

1.59 

.26 

.41 

2.09 

1.48 

3.07 

1.39 

1.72 

1.68 

.6)3 

.62 

1.44 

.41 


1.18 


pñ 


8516.05 
12.03 
11.80 
12.99 
14.68 
15.10 
12.11 

7.13 
13.35 

1.96 

9.63 
11.46 
11.06 
12.78 
13.41 
15.12 
15.85 

5.31 
10.48 
12.36 

9.58 


$13.4 


$20.14 
14.63 
14.78 
18.57 
16.88 
18.22 
16.10 

8.35 
16.85 

2.70 
10.67 
15.14 
14.21 
26.80 
16.69 
20.69 
17.95 

6.41 
13.60 
15.81 
15.23 


$17.21 


Nota. — Las  diferencias  que  se  observan  en  los  distritos  de  Bahía  Honda,  Consolación  del 
Sur,  Guane,  Julián  Díaz,  Palacios  y  San  Diego  de  Núñez,  se  explican  como  sigue: 

Bahía  Honda.— En  el  mes  de  marzo  de "1901  el  distrito  de  San  Diego  de  Núñez  fué  agre- 
gado á  este  distrito. 

Consolación  del  Sur.— Se  le  agregó  un  aula  del  suprimido  distrito  de  Julián  Díaz  á 
principios  de  diciembre  de  1900. 

Guane.— Este  distrito  fué  organizado  en  febrero  de  1901. 

Julian  Diaz.— Este  distrito  fué  suprimido  á  fines  de  noviembre  de  1900  agregándose 
4  aulas  del  mismo  á  Palacios  y  1  á  Consolación  del  Sur. 

Palacios. — Se  le  agregaron  4  aulas  del  distrito  de  Julián  Díaz  á  principios  de  diciembre 
de  1900. 

San  Diego  de  Nuñez.— Este  distrito  fué  suprimido  en  marzo  de  1901  y  agregado  al  de 
Bahía  Honda. 


Promedio  de  sueldos 

Promedio 

TOTAL  GASTADO  POR 

de  maestros  pagados  en  el 

pagado  á  maestros  durante 

LAS  JUNTAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

mes  de  mayo  de  1901. 

el  año. 

DURANTE  EL  ANO. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

ñ 

a> 

PS 

£ 

&£ 

a 

tí 

&¿ 

ñ 

2^ 

os 

S'CS 

cá>-¡ 

q3 

ll 

r&  a\ 

03-9 
13  $ 

*§ 

■Sg 

-£> 

CS^ 

cá£ 

g 

*    o 

ü£ 

o 

£* 

ote 

PJIOVINCIA 

de  la  Habana. 

w 

§ 

o  p¡ 

£* 

o 

Oh 

o  3 

os 

$40.00 

$50.00 

$11.74 

$14.15 

$2.66 

$16.44 

$19  82 

Alquízar 

50.00 

47.14 

14.04 

17.94 

1.03 

18.66 

23.84 

50.00 
•  51.66 
48.00 

46.00 
50.00 
45.55 

11.24 
12.30 
14.42 

14.23 
17.30 
17.68 

2.79 
2.93 
2.78 

17.19 
16.67 
19.52 

21.75 

23  45 

Bauta 

23.94 

TABLA  9.-  (Continuación.) 
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Promedio  de  sueldos 

de  maestros  pagados  en  el 

mes  de  mayo  de  1901. 

Promedio 

pagado  á  maestros  durante 

el  año. 

TOTAL  GASTADO  POR 
LAS  JUNTAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

DURANTE  EL  AÑO. 

Pbovincia 

de  la  Habana. 

o 

rt 

o 

5  o 

ce  zj 

S  te 
o  ^ 

CU 

o 

I 

ci  S 
o.í2 

ó 

tí 

o 

tí 

1 1 

o 
se  d 

O  c8 
Ph 

Be  j  ucal 

$48.00 
43.00 
46.00 
41.42 
53.57 
50.00 
40.00 
49.04 
47.64 
75.15 
45.00 
48.00 
46.00 
50.00 
50.90 
46.66 
45.38 
50.00 
45.88 
50.00 
47.50 
53.33 
46.66 
38.75 
50.00 
40.00 
40.00 
45.00 

$52.22 
47.14 
36.66 
40.00 
48.43 
49.00 
40.00 
46.77 
42.38 
72.44 
43.33 
48.33 
48.00 
43.33 
45.00 
50.00 
43.84 
52.50 
39.16 
50.00 
•    45.55 
52.77 
40.00 
41.42 
47.27 
41.76 
40.00 
36.66 

$16.24 
12.90 
10.54 
13.13 
13.08 
12.03 
14.45 
15.36 
13.80 
17.56 
13.98 
13.59 
12.26 
12.60 
12.59 
12.38 
12.10 
14.80 
10.55 
13.97 
12.44 
15.68 
14.51 
15.65 
12.82 
13.95 
12.23 
9.05 
7.77 
10.72 

$18.88 
15.52 
13.94 
16.22 
15.67  ■ 
15.83 
16.58 
17.94 
16.32 
23.28 
16.41 
17.57 
14.33 
15.16 
16.67 
13.47 
15.29 
16.85 

.    15.66 
15.57 
14.87 
16.82 
16.20 
18.14 
14.84 
17.49 
16.81 
11.01 
10.67 
12.12 

$2.55 
2.20 
3.62 
4.08 
2.60 
2.07 
3.67 
3.46 
2.43 
1.41 
2.30 
2.33 
3.22 
1.50 
2.60 
2.64 
2.37 
2.69 
2.37 
2.40 
2.49 
2.04 
4.20 
5.23 
2.53 
3.81 
2.09 
2.38 
.83 
2.68 

$1.92 

$20.77 
17.60 

.15.69 
18.54 
18.38 
17.60 
20.61 
20.43 
19.06 
23.29 
20.92 
19.37 
17.53 
19.79 
18.06 
16.41 
16.32 
19.27 
13.90 
20.79 
16.98 
21.25 
21.30 
21.78 
17.26 
18.77 
17.96 
12.86 
12.52 
16.60 

$24.16 

Cano 

21.17 

Catalina 

20.74 

Ceiba  del  Agua 

22.91 

üuanabaeoa..{S^3°; 
Guara •. 

22.03 
23.17 
23.64 

28.87 

Güira  de  Melena 

22.55 

30.89 

Isla  de  Pinos 

24.55 

25.05 

20.48 

Managua 

23.81 

23.92 

Melena  del  Sur 

17.87 

Nueva  Paz..... 

20.63 

21.93 

Regla 

20.64 

Salud 

23.17 

Santiago  de  las  Vegas .. 
S.  Antonio  de  los  Baños 
S.  Antonio  de  las  Vegas 
San  Felipe 

20.30 

22.79 
23.76 

25.24 

San  José  de  las  Lajas... 
San  Nicolás 

19.99 
23.53 

Santa  Cruz  del  Norte... 
Sta.  María  del  Rosario. 

24.68 
15.64 
17.19 

Vereda  Nueva 

33.33 

35.00 

18.77 

Total 

$55.87 

$54.65 

$14.71 

$18.54 

$19.98 

$25.19 

Nota.— El  distrito  de  Tapaste  fué  suprimido  á  fines  del  mes  de  abril  de  1901.   En  mayo 
de  1901  fué  agregado  al  de  San  José  de  las  Lajas, 


Provincia 
de  Matanzas. 


Agramonte 

Alacranes 

Bolondrón 

Cabezas 

Canasí 

^menas\  Municipal. 

Carlos  Rojas 

Colón 

Guamacaro 

Jagüey  Grande 

Jovellanos 

Macagua 

Macurijes 

Martí 


Promedio  de  sueldos 

de  maestros  pagados  en  el 

mes  de  mayo  de  1901. 


$52.50 
50.00 
48.88 
53.33 


62.39 


50.00 
43.50 
50.00 
48.75 
55.00 
50.00 
46.42 
44.28 


$44.54 
42.28 
50.00 
51.42 


49.46 
50.00 

44.28 
39.00 
46.66 
39.23 
40.00 
38.57 
51.00 
41.44 


Promedio 

pagado  í  maestros  durante 

el  año. 


$10.87 
13.12 
12.21 
12.26 

7.50 
16.09 

7.71 
11.79 
12.15 
11.66 
10.72 
11.21 
11.15 
12.95 

9.06 


$13.42 
15.76 
16.70 
15.26 
10.81 
21.29 
9.13 
13.16 
15.16 
14.03 
13.96 
15.21 
13.87 
16.89 
11.61 


TOTAL  GASTADO  POR 

LAS  JUNTAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

DURANTE  EL  AÑO. 


$1.52 
2.35 
1.86 
1.70 
1.07 
2.54 
1.09 
2.37 
2.73 
1.54 
2.47 
1.62 
1.79 
1.71 
1.41 


2^2 


$15.79 
17.26 
16.27 
17.62 
10.57 
19.47 
10.69 
16.67 
16.42 
16.10 
14.43 
15.69 
16.09 
16.61 
11.77 


oS  tí 

Tí  <v 


pu 


$19.51 
20.74 
22.24 
21.93 
15.25 
25.76 
12.67 
18.60 
20.48 
19.37 
18.79 
21.30 
20.02 
21.65 
14.24 
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TABLA  9.— (Continuación.) 


Promedio  de  sueldos 

Promedio 

TOTAL  GASTADO  POR 

de  maestros  pagados  en  el 

pagado  á  maestros  durante 

W  JUNTAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

mes  de  mayo  de  1901, 

el  año. 

DURANTE  EL  ANO. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

fl  o 

£  ° 

2^ 

prg 

CS    r¿ 

C¿-M 

-»-° 

a  £ 

«5+á 

ce  v 

c5  fí 

3  3 

cS  o 

«e  ñ 

^'u 

t5  O 

^'S 

T3  o 

& 

5-< 

<S+-< 

<f% 

C3-I3 

3 
o 

O 

O  3á 

o- S3 

ü  cá 

o.S 

Provincia 

de  Matanzas. 

P 

o  c 

p< 

o 

Pw 

O  -< 

Ph 

o  * 

P-+ 

Matanzas  {g^^ 

$63.33 

$61.08 

$14.84 

$19.41 

$3.75 

$19.32 

$25.28 

57.50 

51.42 

6.07 

7.24 

.77 

7.64 

9.11 

Máximo  Gómez 

47.00 

39.00 

11.51 

12.64 

2.44 

15.43 

16.93 

Palmillas 

43.07 

40.66 

13.35 

16.86 

2.02 

17.97 

22.70 

Perico 

42.85 

45.00 

10.09 

2.89 

12.47 
3.92 

2.13 

.55 

13.36 
4.09 

16.51 

Roque 

5.54 

Sabanilla 

38.57 
44.00 

40.00 
44.61 

7.25 
10.86 

8.85 
15.10 

1.44 

1.87 

10.89 
14.54 

13.31 

San  José  de  los  Ramos. 

20.23 

40.00 
44.54 

35.00 
43.12 

11.02 
11.62 

12.92 
14.34 

2.71 
3.70 

16.23 
16.10 

19.03 

Unión  de  Reyes. 

19.87 

Promedios 

$51.83 

$49.17 

$12.59 

$15.95 

$2.33 

$16.66 

$21.11 

Nota.— Las  diferencias  que  se  observan  en  los  distritos  de  Agramonte,  Canasí,  Cárdenas 
Urbano  y  Municipal,  Matanzas  Urbano  y  Municipal,  Perico  y  Roque,  se  explican  como  sigue: 

Agramonte. — Se  agregaron  4  aulas  del  distrito  suprimido  de  Roque  á  fines  del  mes  de 
noviembre  de  1900. 

Canasí.— Fué  suprimido  á  fines  del  mes  de  marzo  de  1901  y  agregado  al  Municipal  de 
Matanzas. 

Cárdenas.— El  distrito  municipal  fué  organizado  en  el  mes  de  enero  de  1901.  Durante 
los  4  primeros  meses,  ó  sea  desde  septiembre  de  1900  hasta  diciembre  de  1900,  el  distrito  urbano 
se  hizo  cargo  de  los  pagos  de  ambos  distritos. 

Matanzas. — El  Distrito  municipal  fué  organizado  en  el  mes  de  abril  de  1901.  Durante  los 
siete  primeros  meses,  ó  sea  desde  septiembre  de  1900  hasta  marzo  de  1901  el  distrito  urbano  se 
hizo  cargo  de  los  pagos  de  ambos  distritos. 

Perico.— Se  agregaron  10  aulas  del  distrito  suprimido  de  Roque  á  fines  del  m  es  de  no 
viembre  de  1900. 

Roque.— Este  distrito  fué  suprimido  á  fines  del  mes  de  noviembre  de  1900.  Se  agregaron 
4  aulas  á  Agramonte  y  10  á  Perico. 

El  nombre  de  Macurijes  fué  cambiado  al  de  Pedro  Betancourt  á  principios  del  año 
escolar. 


Provincia  de 

Santa  Clara. 


Abreus...: 

Caibarién 

Calabazar 

Camajuaní 

Cartagena 

Ceja  de  Pablo 

Cienfu0goS.{™?pal 

Cifuentes 

Cruces 

Esperanza 

Palmira 

Placetas 

Quemado  de  Güines, 

Rancho  Veloz 

Ranchuelo 

Remedios , 

Rodas 


Promedio  de  sueldos 

de  maestros  pagados  en  el 

mes  de  mayo  de  1901. 


$45.55 
42.50 
45.45 
48.75 
45.00 
47.77 
51.73 
43.07 
52.50 
50.00 
50.00 
47.50 
50.00 
46.66 
46.25 
51.66 
45.41 
45,41 


$38.57 
42.50 
48.33 
51.00 
47.77 
43.33 
44.34 
45.20 
50.76 
48.00 
50.00 
46.92 
43.07 
49.09 
39.52 
51.42 
45.35 
42,63 


Promedio 
gado  á  maestros  durante 
el  año. 


fe  ñ 

p^ 


$9.47 
11.77 
11.83 

8.47 
12.74 
11.15 
15.77 

4.86 
13.25 
13.08 
12.57 
12.50 
11.06 
10.25 
11.68 
12.31 
12.56 
12.55 


$13.96 
14.05 
14.91 
11.43 
17.27 
14.09 
22.16 
6.76 
15.93 
18.07 
14.23 
15.67 
14.71 
12.31 
14.00 
16.25 
15.48 
15.16 


TOTAL  GASTADO  POR 

LAS  JUNTAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

DURANTE  EL  ANO. 


$2.82 
1.91 
1.27 
1.00 
1.51 
2.26 
2.44 
.47 
3.55 
2.49 
1.17 
2.76 
1.39 
1.44 
2.58 
3.31 
2  40 
3.22 


$13.52 
16.05 
15.60 
12.02 
18.44 
14.59 
23.65 
6.70 
17.81 
16.62 
17.22 
15.94 
14.86 
13.40 
15.89 
16.72 
15.59 
16.63 


o  * 


$19.92 
19.16 
19.65 
16.23 
24.99 
18.44 
33.25 
9.33 
21.41 
22.96 
19.50 
19.98 
19.77 
16.09 
19.06 
22.07 
19.21 
20.08 


TABLA  9.— (continuación.) 
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Promedio  de  sueldos 

Promedio 

TOTAL  GASTADO  POR 

de  maestros  pagados  en  el 

pagado  á  maestros  durante 

LAS  JUNTAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

mes  de  mayo  de  1901. 

el  año. 

DURANTE  EL  AÑO. 

o 
tí 
So 

o 

tí 

0) 

o 
tí 
So    ■ 

o 

tí 

S 

tí^cí 

-3 

tí^ 

tí 

a  O 

p 

se  a5 

^  tí 

es  a 

<á  tí 

¿2 

9 
5 

eg 

la 

c  ce 

Provincia  de 

O 

tí 

32 

p  <a 

O 

og 

S£ 

Santa  Clara. 

W 

<< 

& 

fc 

Pw 

Ph 

Sagua  la  /  Urbano 

152.10 

$42.26 

«14.53 

$19.04 

$3.85 

$19.02 

$24.92 

Grande.  \_  Municipal... 

55.00 

49.00 

15.78 

17.18 

1.18 

22.21 

24.18 

Sancti-      /Urbano 

47.22 

43.82 

12.21 

15.23 

3.07 

16.61 

20.73 

Spirítusl  Municipal .. 

44.54 

38.00 

7.78 

9.88 

.81 

11.53 

14.63 

San  Diego  del  Valle 

38.57 

42.00 

11.44 

15.18 

1.71 

17.00 

22.55 

San  Fernando 

40.00 
52.00 

38.75 
45.55 

11.01 
13.49 

12.12 
16.54 

1.27 
1.94 

14.23 

18.18 

15.67 

San  Juan  de  los  Yeras.. 

22.29 

*»"HSrffis¡ 

62.38 
43.33 

53.33 

42.00 

15.33 
10.07 

19.73 
13.60 

3.48 
.40 

19.65 
15.60 

25.29 
21.07 

Sta.  Isabel  de  las  Lajas. 

4X.42 

39.16 

11.36 

16.01 

1.34 

16.11 

22.70 

Santo  Domingo 

50.00 

44.76 

12.56 

16.19 

2.05 

16.19 

20.87 

Trinidad  /Urbano 

irmiQa(H  Municipal  .. 

53.33 

53.33 

13.04 

17.31 

2.96 

17.61 

23.38 

46.00 

45.00 

7.12 

8.92 

.89 

9.92 

12.42 

Vueltas.. .  ...   . 

42.00 
51.66 

38.75 
45.71 

9.77 
11.82 

12.50 
13.51 

.71 
1.01 

14.55 
15.38 

18  61 

Yaguajay 

17.51 

Promedios 

$48.40 

«45.15 

$11*89 

$15.39 

$1.83 

$16.23 

$20.  83 

NOTA.— Las  diferencias  que  se  observan  en  los  distritos  de  Cienfuegos  Urbano  y  Munici- 
pal, Sancti-Spíritus  Urbano  y  Municipal,  Santa  Clara  Urbano  y  Municipal,  se  explican  como 
sigue: 

Cieñfuegos.~E1  distrito  Municipal  fué  organizado  en  el  mes  de  marzo  de  1901.  Durante 
los  seis  primeros  meses,  ó  sea  desde  septiembre  de  1900  hasta  febrero  de  1901,  el  distrito  Urba- 
no se  hizo  cargo  de  los  pagos  de  ambos  distritos. 

Saxcti-Spikitus.— El  distrito  Municipal  fué  organizado  en  el  mes  de  diciembre  de  1900. 
Durante  los  tres  primeros  meses,  ó  sea  desde  septiembre  de  1900  hasta  noviembre  de  1900,  el 
distrito  Urbano  se  hizo  cargo  de  los  pagos  de  ambos  distritos. 

Santa  Clara.— El  distrito  municipal  fué  organizado  en  el  mes  de  noviembre  de  1900.  Du- 
rante los  dos  primeros  meses,  ó  sea  en  septiembre  y  octubre  de  1900,  el  distrito  Urbano  se 
hizo  cargo  de  los  pagos  de  ambos  distritos. 

Trinidad. — El  distrito  municipal  fué  organizado  en  el  mes  de  febrero  de  1901.  Durante 
los  cinco  primeros  meses,  ó  sea  desde  septiembre  de  1900  hasta  enero  de  1901,  el  distrito  Ur- 
bano se  hizo  cargo  de  los  pagos  de  ambos  distritos. 


Promedio  de  sueldos 

Promedio 

TOTAL  GASTADO  POE 

de  maestros  pagados  en  el 

pagado  á  maestros  durante 

LAS  JUNTAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

mes  de  mayo  de  1901. 

el  año. 

DURASTE  EL  ANO. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

tí 

tí 

tí 

tí 

go 

s 

tí 

2  ó 

s 

2^ 

tí 

$ 

tí1^ 

cü^ 

ci  O) 

¿¡ 

tf'tí 

ce  cu 

cu 

u 

áá 

^S 

ce  «5 

cá  ¿ 

•31 

¿i 

&  b 

oá-3 

m 

d  h 

ci+2 

Provincia  de 

■  3 

<v 

SI 

o  S 

ü.¡2 

O  cí 

U 

o 

o  8 

O  ce 

Puerto  Principe. 

W 

^ 

'   Pk 

(^ 

Ph 

^ 

PU 

O  iego  de  A  vila 

$42  00 

$38.57 

18  49 

$10.82 

74 

$11.63 

$14  13 

Morón 

45.62 

44.99 

12.72 

15.60 

$2.22 

16.67 

20.44 

Nuevitas 

52.85 
54.54 

51.11 

49.28 

10.90 
15.65 

13.75   • 

18.45 

1.20 

4.69 

14.71 
21.82 

18.57 

Pto.  lMncipe{~;; 

25.72 

36.66 

35.88 

6.64 

7.98 

.87 

10.38 

12.46 

Sania  Cruz  del  Sur 

48.00 

37.69 

12.68 

14.75 

2.45 

18.71 

21.85 

Promkdios 

1     $49.76 

$46.12 

$13.28 

$15.88 

$2.07 

$18.51 

$22.13 

NOTA.— La  diferencia  que  se  observa  en  los  distritos  de  Puerto  Principe  Urbano  y  Mu- 
nicipal se  explica  como  sigue:  el  distrito  Municipal  fué  organizado  en  el  mes  de  febrero  de 
1901.  Durante  los  cinco  primeros  meses,  ó  sea  desde  septiembre  de  1900  hasta  enero  de  1901, 
el  distrito  Urbano  se  hizo  cargo  de  los  pagos  de  ambos  distritos. 
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TABLA  9.— (continuación.) 


Provincia  de 
Santiago  be  Cuba. 


Baracoa 

Bayamo 

Campechuela 

Caney 

Cobre 

Gibara 

Guantánamo 

Holguin 

Jiguani 

M  anzani-  /  Urbano 

lio \  Municipal . 

Mayarí 

Niquero 

Palma  Soriano 

Puerto  Padre 

Sagua  de  Tánamo 

San  Luis , 

Santiago  de  Cuba , 

Songo 


Promedios.. 


Promedio  de  sueldos 
e  maestros  pagados  en  el 
mes  de  mayo  de  1901. 


$~>0.83 
50.77 
50.00 
55.00 
50.00 
50.95 
51.05 
49.92 
50.00 
47.77 
50.00 
50.00 
52.50 
50.00 
51.11 
4.0.00 
52.00 
57.91 
48.75 


$51.77 


$45.55 
49.23 
50.00 
49.1(5 
51.11 
48.28 
47.77 
49.92 
46.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
43.38 
50.00 
50/00 
39.23 
50.00 
58.57 
51.66 


$50.25 


Promedio 

pagado  á  maestros  durante 

el  año. 


t?.tí 

■TÍ    '*■* 

c  £ 


$10.42 
11.26 
11.38 

9.37 
11.83 
10.26 
10.02 
11.75 

8.47 
12.65 

7.50 

8.39 
10.86 
12.20 
10.03 

7.38 
11.68 
15.17 
10.61 


$13.55 
14.90 
13.93 
13.38 
17.25 
12.92 
14.23 
14.44 
10.85 
15.30 
9.89 
9.86 
13.90 
15.73 
13.51 
9.91 
14.96 
19.23 
13.30 


$11.25    I     $14.42 


TOTAL  GASTADO  POR 

LAN  JUNTAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

DURANTE  EL  AÑO. 


II 


$1.11 

$14.96 

.89 

13.88 

2.21 

15.71 

1.30 

12.84 

1.14 

16.16 

1.42 

14.06 

1.30 

13.71 

2.98 

14.81 

.88 

11.07 

3.26 

18.37 

1.27 

10.08 

.84 

10.82 

2.14 

1.5.65 

.81 

17.07 

.66 

13.66 

1.43 

10.58 

1.16 

16.45 

2.34 

22.16 

.97 

14.11 

$1.60 

$15.38 

$19.45 
1.8.36 
19.23 
18.32 
23.56 
17.71 
19.47 
18.21 
14.19 
22.20 
13.29 
12.72 
20.02 
22.00 
18.41 
14.21 
21.07 
28.09 
17.68 

$19.71 


RESUMEN. 


Promedio  de  sueldos 

de  maestros  pagados  en  el 

mes  de  mayo  de  1901. 

Promedio 

pagado  á  maestros  durante 

el  año. 

TOTAL  GASTADO  POR 

LAS  JUNTAS  DE  EDUCACIÓN 

DURANTE  EL  ANO. 

PROVINCIAS. 

¡A 

1 

o 
W 

u 

'3* 

o 
tí 

§- 

PM 

I 

tí   ' 
o  g 

ó 

tí 

'tírtí 

O 

u 
o 

Pm 

o 
tí 

tíT2 
■gl 

ce  ¿j 

°'S 

£  tí 
o  tí 

Pm 

o 
tí 

§ 

os  cu 

Ti   H 
tí    «3 

Pinar  del  Rio 

$44.67 

55.87 

51.83 

,       48.40 

4.9.76 

51.77 

$44.38 
54.65 
49.17 
45.15 
46.12 
50.25 

$9.87 
14.71 
12.59 
11 .99 
18.28 
11.25 

$12.58 
18.54 
15.95 
15.39 

15.88 
14.42 

$1.18 
1.92 
2.33 

1.83 
2.07 
1.60 

$13.49 
19,98 
16.66 
16.23 
18.51 
15.38 

$17.21 

Habana.... 

25.19 

Matanzas 

21.11 

Santa  Clara 

20.83 

Puerto  Principe 

22.13 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

19.71. 

Promedios  Generales... 

$51.35 

$49.12 

$12.48 

$15.83 

$1.81 

$16.93 

$21. 'i  7 

NOTA. — Para  calcular  los  promedios  que  se  dan  en  las  tres  últimas  columnas  de  esta 
Tabla,  solamente  se  han  tomado  en  cuenta  las  cantidades  gastadas  por  las  Juntas  de  Edu- 
cación que  se  expresan  en  la  Tabla  7,  y  que  arroja  un  total  de  $2,848,866.01.  La  suma  total 
gastada  en  libros  de  texto,  material  de  escuelas,  construcción  y  reparación  de  casas  de 
escuela,  inspección,  administración,  etc.,  y  que  se  expresa  en  la  Tabla  8,  no  está-  incluida 
en  estos  promedios. 
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Tabla  10.— Demostrativa  del  número 


IDIE    LEGTUBA. 

ó 

o 

ó 

Sí 

S 

S 

0 

o 

O) 

« 

ro 

'£¡ 

'£ 

0 

*rj 

r~¡ 

O) 

ff 

Pi 

ao 

P. 

rjj 

s 

OCí 

C 

H-1 

<\ 

c^ 

& 

O 

p2 

^ 

ci 

<¡ 

O 

o, 
o 

a) 

o 

Oí 

-c 

O) 

13  «i 

O) 

O  c¿ 

O 

B  £ 

PROVINCIAS. 

5 

'u 

0)  C 

3  5 

So 

2  C 

5ó 

O  a) 

£  O 

£ 

Ch 

CU 

m 

m 

CC 

H 

H 

m 

Habana 

1,533 

2,137 

2,121 

1,165 

1,346 

900 

610 

3,275 

2,015 

Puerto  Principe 

175 

325 

50 

75 

1,262 
3,990 
3,404 

40 

Santa  Clara. 

1,936 
3,285 

1,830 
1,760 

2,230 

1,370 

875 

1  078 

1,003 
1,035 

975 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

1,533 

1,390 

32) 

1,102 

2,125 

Pinar  del  Rio 

24 

686 

1,564 

464 

910 

741 

233 

1,450 

140 

Matanzas 

200 

1,049 

787 

272 

14 

1,115 

436 

2,068 

50 

TOTAL 

6,928 

7,987 

8,410 

4,986 

3,515 

5,011 

3,307 

15,449 

5,345 

Tabla  1 1 .  — Demostrativa. 


PROVINCIA?. 

0 
0 

Sil 

!■§ 

0 
0 

tH 

O  0 

o» 
% 

3 

06 

es: 
cu 

Habana 

41,212 
10,330 
45,146 
33,974 
14,182 
27,497 

30,165 

8,328 
31,092 
25,881 
11,088 
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Método  de  Inglés. 

Lenguaje  y  Gramática. 
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Tabla  12. — Demostrativa  del  codo   de 
distribuidos. 


los   Libro*,    Material,  etc. 
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TABLA.  12.— (continuación.) 
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Provincia  de 

Santa   Clara. 


Ciíuentes 

Cruces.... 

Esperanza 
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PRECIO  DE  ARTÍCULOS  DE  KSCDELA  EPIADOS  A  CADA  JUNTA  DE  EDUCACIÓN 
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TABLA  12.—  (continuación.) 


Provincia  de 

Pinar  del  Rio 


PRECIO  DE  ARTÍCULOS  DE  ESCUELA  ENVIADOS  A  CADA  JUNTA  DE  EDUCACIÓN. 
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RESUMEN. 


PRECIO  PE  ARTÍCULOS  DE  ESCUELA  ENVIADOS  A  CADA  JUNTA  DE  EDUCACIÓN. 
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Pinar  del  Río 

347 

59 

90 

03 

93 

51 

90 

71 

41 

54 

79 

Matanzas 

576 

73 

149 

37 

155 

15 

150 

39 

10,345 

54 

5,898 

56 

17,275 

74 
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61 

79,656 
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39,658 

54 

125,997 
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Notas  sobre  la  Tabla  12. — En  esta  Tabla  se  da  el  costo  de  los  libros 
y  del  material  distribuido  á  las  Juntas  de  Educación  durante  el 
año,  más  el  costo  de  conducción  de  dichos  libros  y  material  desde 
la  Aduana  al  almacén  y  del  almacén  á  las  distintas  lineas  de 
transporte,  como  también  el  costo  de  embasar  todos  esos  instru- 
mentos de  enseñanza.  El  costo  de  conducción  fué  pagado  direc- 
tamente por  el  Departamento  del  Tesoro  y  no  se  incluye  en  las 
Tablas  7  y  8,  que  expresan  los  gastos  habidos,  aunque  en  realidad 
son  gastos  que  deben  cargarse  al  Departamento  de  Instrucción 
Pública  Primaria.  Más  de  600  embarques  fueron  hechos  durante 
el  año,  y  más  de  4,000  bultos  salieron  del  almacén,  que  pesaban 
más  de  750,000  libras.  El  costo  total  de  los  libros,  material,  etc., 
que  arroja  esta  Tabla,  no  se  incluye  en  la  Tabla  7  que  expresa 
los  gastos  de  las  Juntas  de  Educación. 

MATTHEW  E.  HANNA, 

Ayudante  de  Campo, 
Comisionado  de  Escuelas  Públicas. 
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